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agents of production. I could fill a whole volume, says Tol-
stoy, with such omitted factors, and put them at the basis
of science (38).¥The division into three factors of production
is not proper to men. It is improper, arbitrary, and senseless.
It does not lie in the essence of things themselves.

By its division of the factors of production, proceeds our
author, science affirms that the natural condition of the la-
borer is that unnatural condition in which he is; just as in
the ancient world they affirmed, in dividing people into
citizens and slaves, that the unnatural condition of the
slaves is a natural property of man. This division, which is
accepted by science only in order to justify the existing
evil, which is placed by it at the basis of all its investigations,
has had this effect, that science tries in vain to give ex-
planations of existing phenomena, and denying the clearest
and simplest answers to questions that present them,
it gives answers which are devoid of content. The question
of economic science is as follows: What is the cause of this,
that some men, who have land and capital, are able to en-
slave those who have not land, and no capital? The answgr
which presents itself to common sense is this, that it is due
to the money, which has the power of enslaving people.
This is not due to the property of money, but because
some have land and capital, and others have not. We
ask, why people who have land and capital enslave
those who have none, and we are told: because they have
land and capital. But that is precisely what we want to
know. The privation of the land and of the tools of labor is
that very enslavement. The answer is like this: Facit
dormire quia habet virtutem dormitiva. To simple people it is
indubitable that the nearest cause of the enslavement of one
class of men by another is money (39). They know that it is
possible to cause more trouble with a rouble than with a
club; it is only political economy that does not want to
know it.(40).

These theories on money respecting production do not
appear of such nature that they could be applied in the
other countries besides Russia. The Russian enlightened
feudalism of the nineteenth century gave Tolstoy excellent
material and a good reason to attack it with all his strength,
38) What Shall We Do Then, ch. XVII, p. 102.

39] Loc. cit. ch. XVII, p. 109.
40] Id. Tbid. ch. X VIII, p. 124.













































