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THS

DISEMBODIMENT OF MAN.

THE WORLD OF SPIRITS, ITS LOCATION, EXTENT, APPEARANCE ;
THE ROUTE THITHER ; INHABITANTS ; CUSTOMS ; SOCIETIES :
ALSO SEX AND ITS USES THERE, ETC. ETC.;

WITH MUCH MATTER PERTINENT TO THE QUESTION OF

e aa N IMMORTALITY,.

BY

PASCHAL BEVERLY RANDOLFPH.

FOURTH EDITION, REVISED, CORRECTED, AND ENLARGED.

What I was is passed by;
What I am away doth fly;
What I shall be none do see,

Yet in that my beauties be.
THE SovUL.

ek L L BDITION

TOLEDO, OHIO:
RANDOLPH PUBLISHING COMPANY.
1886.
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THE THINKER AND HIS THOUGHT.

—— g - —— .

BY F. B. DOWD, GRAND MASTER IMPERIAL ORDER OF ROSICRUCIA.

———-—-—.-0-.-—-—

THERE is but little thought among the world of men. The great stream
rushes on, in murmuring rivulets here, in roaring torrents there, or like
the ocean billows breaking upon the barren shore in deafening thunders,
devoid of thought. The thunders, the roaring, the murmuring of men,
I1s not of thought, but of money. In every age of the world the genuine
thinker has stood alone, like a solitary tree in the vast desert. His
thought hath seemed to shroud him from other men, as with the pall of
pges. There is another class, however, who are called thinkers, and are
lauded to the skies as geniuses, who stand in a different relationship to the
mass of men. These are poets and philosophers, who fashion and
mould thought for their own time. Such cull the flowers of existence,
and, having arrayed them in garbs angelically lovely, in their view,
present them for the acceptance and adoration of the non-thinkers. But
the real thinker exhumes the primitive rocks of man’s existence, and basic
nature, and lays bare the native granite of his nature, wonderful and
kalelidoscopic, which he exposes to the softening influences of storm and
sunshine. It matters not to him, if the excavation be deep, or the rocks
be rough and ill-shapen; it is his mission to bring them to the surface.
He is not unlike the insect which, in the bottom of old ocean, rears its
domes of rocks, whose only music is the roar of the rushing waves and
the dashing of spray agamst his edifice; for he hath builded a temple of
unhewn rocks, of INFINITE THOUGHT, wherein he dwells alone; and
which, like the cities of pearl in the deeps of the sea, shall yet be the
foundations of a new continent of thought; shall yet be engrafted in the
temples wherein the teeming myriads of remote ages shall worship. His
thought hath not been of his own seeking. It comes upon him, as comes
the hurricane upon the landscape, or over the calm breast of the slumber-
ing sea. It sometimes lays him low and desolate, in the filth and debris
of isolation, misapprehension, misery, and decay; and at other times it
carries him upon the lightning’s wing, beyond the topmost clouds of the
thinker’s world.

Foremost among the real and genuine thinkers of the age, stands one,
P. B. Randolph, the author of this astounding and magnificent volume




THE THINKER AND HIS THOUGHT.

m them, but not of them. A mystic, in the true sense of the w }
A and a mystic of the very loftiest order. Alfred Tennyson, Br
laarelled poet, in his beautiful description of the Wakeful Dream_e’r,f
most undoubtedly, this man before his mental vision when the
lines flowed out frowm his soul. He says, — and, applied to the subject of
 this sketch, how truly: — ;
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ARG “ Angels have talked with him, and showed him thrones;
7 .

RS Ye knew him not; he was not one of ye; —
i Ye scorned him with an undiscerning scorn
s Ye could not read the marvel in his eye,

A The still, serene abstraction: he hath felt

B The vanities of after and before;

5 | Albeit, his spirit and his secret heart

i The stern experiences of converse lives,
The linked woes of many a fiery charge
Had purified, and chastened, and made freo.
Always there stood before him night and day,
Of wayward, vari-colored circumstance,

_. The imperishable presences serene,

Colossal, without form, or sense, or sound,

Dim shadows, but unwaning presences,

Four faced to four corners of the
And yet again, three shadows, fr

One forward, one respectant, thr

sky:
onting one,
ee but one:

And yet again, again and evermore,
For the two first were not, b
o One shadow in the midst of
' One reflex from eternity or
h : One mighty countenance of

ut only seomed
a great light,
time,

perfect calm,
aﬁ Awful with most, invaria.ble eyes.
i For him the silent congregated hours,

SRS Daaghters of time, divinely tall, beneath
| Severe and youthful brows

E Smiling a godl;
’1 ' " |

ML e LA Ak,

on either gate of life,
in the centre fixed,
side through the grated gates
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The narrower circle; he had well-nigh reached
The last, which, with a region of white flame,
Pure without heat, into a larger air
Upburning, and an ether of black blue,
Investeth and ingirds all other lives.”

To him, the great surging waves of this civilization hath brought anly
woe. But they have not destroyed him, nor his work. From the depths
of his great heart, from the garrets of poverty, hath he sent his riches
of thought, — which the world in its barrenness could not understand, or
appreclate, — broadcast upon the ice-locked wastes. To him the specious
sophistries of the day have been ounly the pulings of infancy. Forgetful
of the little present; in view of the dead past, with its myriad eyes all
faded and lustreless, gazing out of the thickening night of decay at him:
forgetful of the shining orbs of the o’erarching skies of to-day; ir
view of the darkened stars and dead worlds of the forctime, which onece
blazed with pristine splendor, —he hath walked aloneamong the catacomba
of Egypt, and questioned her ruins, her pyramids, her temples, and het
drifting sands, and brought back her answer, which he has given to the
world, a priceless legacy, under the title of ¢ Preadamite Man,” — beyona
all question, the most exhaustive, profound, convincing, and satisfactory
work upon human antiquity the world ever saw, or will again for many
and many a long decade. Rested he then, after completing his areat
work on the Human Origines? Nay; but casting it at the feet of the
world, — dedicating it, by direct request, to his personal friend, and the
friend of mankind, the lamented ABrRamAM LINCOLN, — he, discouragec on
all hands by ungenerous rivalry and envy, forthwith applied the whole
power of his exhaustless mind to the solution of a still mightier problem :
and with fearless tread, lighted only by the lamp of God, he entered the
gloomiest crypts of being, and dragged from the portals of the
tomb its reluctant answer to the great question, which hath burst the
hearts of men from earliest time: ‘“If a man die, shall he live again?”
In doing which he died to the present, as much so as they whom he ques-
tioned. This man hath not sought in college halls for the thoughts of the
mighty dead, but with his unaided hand hath he held aside the curtaiy
that hides the past, — walked through the shadow, and talked face to
face with the glorious founders of earth’s religions, — stood dazed and
appalled before the effulgent glories of ROSICRUCIA’S blazing temples in
the hierarchies of the skies; and bowed low in the shining presences of
those whose spectra we sometimes vaguely glimpse.

Freighted with gems from the golden shores of eternity, and jewels
from the crowns of the upper hosts in the farther heavens — returning —
he hat&h cast them also at our feet in his two works: “ DEALINGS WITH
THE DEAD,” and ¢ DISEMBODIED MAN,” either of which works are suffi-
cient to rest the fame of any man upon, — no matter how profound a
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thinker, or expert a fashioner of Thought, — and fihere a::f:;:;i ﬁ 1 _-
of contradiction, that these two works of rare and 1mpa genius

their scope and profound simplicity, yet majestic and surpas]:,mg ra:_;m
sweep of thought, are not equalled by any other similar W-t)tc'l S ;111 ex si
— and they have made, and are still making, their mark, and influenci ng

thou"rht and literature of the age, 10 spite of prolonged and envious effo
o hurl them down to death. They still live, thank God: to bless 1

world and instruct mankind.
Not satisfied with this, and hearing much talk of a hell, he souﬂ-ht,

1
found its adamantine walls, all charred and blackened with the smoke uﬁ_

eternal torment, and, bursting through, stood undismayed amid the ho
ing of demons and the shrieks and groans of the lost — walked unscat .
amid its fiercest flames, and dragged from its darkened caverns the IDE
itself, and showed it to the oaping herd — the uncharitable, unwratefu‘l,y
unthinking, forgetful world — which starved him for his pains — to b&
only in the miseducated human heart. This he has demonstrated in anf_
swer to the groans of the civilized world under the curse of ‘the Socml
evil ” in his two last master-pieces, called ¢ LovE AND ITS HIDDEN HIE- h"

rorY,” and “ THE MASTER PassioN; OR, THE CURTAIN RAISED.” Herﬂm
he has lifted the sacred veil before which the civilized world bows down
and worships; and calls the hand profane and unclean which dares dlStlll'bw §
Here he has told us the hidden meaning of ‘the sin against the Holy e
Ghost,” which, according to one of the earth’s greatest thinkers, 1S unpa.r- ;}
donable. R
By a mistaken policy Mr. Rardolph was induced to issue his second VOI-”{‘""J
ume on Human Affection (his first was ¢ The Grand Secret,” now outof £ A
print) — under a nom de plume, — ** Count de St. Leon.” He subsequently “?’ 8
saw his error in that respect, made several alterations, and enlarged lb
somewhat, and was preparing to issue another edition when a seeminﬂ‘
acc ident, but in reality a providence, gave birth to another masterly vol-
ume on the same theme: ‘ The Master Passion; or, the Curtain Raised,” t"

and also determined him to publish both works, thereafter, under his OWﬂ *
lame, and with his own imprint thereon. ﬁ"w

thThe circamstance here alluded to, it is not necessary to mention furthng
il to say that the Preface of ¢ Love and its Hidden History ” was taken

f
rom the volume after it wag printed ; but as said before, that reJEGtﬁ
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of ours, dw

dre cem}\TO‘W“both volumes are published within one cover, and no W

78 hal;;y'; }i% Creating a greater interest, being more widely cu‘cu
S ¢80od that it is, and it should be in the hands of every I .,- n,

wWoman !
| » and child in the land; for if it were, ‘twere Well for bt WOM
t3

These volumes ¢
omprise but a few 10l
but, owing to their tren of those written by Mr. Ran *

chant pow
them er and reformator character I regar
4 the most important of thoge now i print. y L
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more because knowledge of the noble self-sacrifice of any person should e
be the world’s property, as an example —I wish here to speak. We may
praise, for he has gone again, sailing this morning via New York, — where =~

he will make but a very short stay, — for Egypt, Persia, and the Orient.
“ Arriving here on the 5th of Sept., this strange*(to those who have not
studied him) and gifted man has compressed into ten weeks a work which
many aman would be proud to achieve in a lifetime. He has written two
small, but important works, delivered something like twenty lectures, or
orations rather, and the universal testimony of friends and foes of Liber-
alism is, that no speeches ever given on this coast have equalled them for
scope, power, and eloquence.
‘“ Pouring forth the tale of his own trials, temptations, falls, and efforts to g
rise again, he has carried conviction to many an obdurate heart that there ° | Mg
cometh much good out of every Nazareth, but especially out of Imperial ;'if
RosiCRUCIA! Many a narrow-minded bigot who listened to him, at first : Jé
under protest, has had his soul expanded, and openly declares, ¢ Where I L
was blind before, now I see!’ He was some little time in gaining a foot- ot VA 1’”&
hold ; but did it. Large-hearted, condemning none, speaking well of all, s 1
and speaking just the needed words to all, his rooms and places of resort e %;
became daily a crowded levee, where, as he felt their needs, he dispensed Luns
intellectual, moral, and material healing to those who asked for it. Pecu- _ . ‘,_,:
niary success rained in upon him. Friendships clustered warm around
him, yet, strange to say, when everything that makes life pleasant was be- e
ing lavishly offered him, he electrified us by telling us that he had received
commands to depart! Refusing money (the writer is cognizant of sums
having been offered him varying from twenty to two hundred dollars, and &
in one case thousands of dollars) with the words, ‘I am a Rosicrucian, Vi w&
and cannot accept money; keep it. All I want will come as I need it;’ g

untwining the daily deepening associations forming to keep him here;

putting back fraternal love strong as that of woman’s heart —- with tears ¢ }
in his eyes, sorrow in his heart, he has gone on a journey of over thirty A

thousand miles, for two years in strange lands among inhospitable soli-
tudes. And all for an idea. He went to seek more light, who was already
universal in knowledge, and beyond all rivalry the first, best, and most
clear-viewing seer and clairvoyant on the globe. 3 &

““ Let no one hereafter condemn P. B. Randolph. He s a self-sa.criﬂ.*_g "
grand, moral hero! God bless you, Paschal! And hundreds now, m ¥R
thousands hereafter, will echo the benediction. You have oomm@nw
work here that is already assured of immortality, and let it commm
In all your wanderings that through you, ¢ Try,’ _the metto of ey sl




+HE THINKER AND HIS THOUGHT. .

crucian, will have a power, & moral and mental influence never before p
» e
B by word of angel or mortal utterance. e

He has not yet finished his literary labors, but is already engaged up
massive work called ¢ THE BOOK OF

ROSICRUCIA,” written at the instane
of the Supreme Grand Lodges of the Order in America, Europe, and Asia.

When ready, the world will be informed of the fact. ; 3“
Toil on, O genius rare! Toil on! brave thinker! DBow low thy hea
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before the mighty thoughts which crowd upon thee — great rocks, thou 3 |
., they be— from out the Temple of Infinite Thought. Toil ou ! thou knowest
ke - not why! Yet thou rearest here, and now, the Dome of thought of the
great hereafter of the world! What matter the mad ravings of
titude to thee? They yet — those others who come after — shall |
monuments on thy footprints, and use as text-books thy works in ,
¢RUCIA’S glorious temples of the YET TO BE!

DAVENPORT, IOowa, Jan., 1870,

—4




CHAPTER 1L

wiy? I8 THERE ANY GOD?—ARE SOULS CREATED HERE ? — CERTAIN VERY IMPOR-
TANT QUESTIONS.

I am moved to write concerning the natural, spiritual, and
celestial universes as they have never been written of before.
Before doing so, I am led to exclaim: Thank God for death! and
thank him for the life beyond the gloomy sea! DBecause there
:« rest for the weary, — for even tired me ! If the agony protracted

called life, that most of us who think, and, thinking, feel, en-
dure on earth, was all, then, indeed, existence were an awful

tragedy, and terrible beyond all bearing, the universe a grave-

yard, and the ruling God a most bitter and malignant fiend. Dbut
it is not all; it — the life on the lower globe —is but the A B C

of human existence ; and this fact — however it may, by some, be
disputed —is not merely to the few learned a simple logical pos-
tulate, — to them an axiomatical truth,— but it is one capable of
absolute and unequivocal demonstration, in a thousand ways, t0
all mankind; for it is above all others, the one oreat thing in
which all mankind are deeply interested. Hence, whatever, or
whoever, throws light thereon, does a deed, that of necessity
endears him and his labor to the world of human beings, who yet
grope and grovel through the dark and glimmer, toward the great

unknown Beyond.
Compared to this question of human continuance, after the grim

spectre’s visit, all other questions and matters are trivial ; and

albeit the rich man laughs at the poor philosopher, who demon-
strates immortality, yet the day comes when he would gladly
give all his wealth for one little ray of the seer’s certain knowl-

edge.

What all the glittering triumphs human genius can win? What
all the brilliant homage a myriad potentates might accord? What

2 9

Let me ask: What are all the hc;nors earth can heap upon us?
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are all gleaming riches, troublesome joys, and half-side.d lovegf:
earth — a taste — then death — actu'ally worth to us, if they are
to be, as they mainly are, bought ve:1th groans, tears, and he
wrung agonies, and, after a brief enjoyment, to be lost — {-f‘:_‘;

What matters this splendid Morning of Intellect, if the inevitablq‘ﬂj:

B .

Hes, -
st
N 1 vy

1 1
™5
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Night brings us but eternal Sleep? -
It is proposed in this book, not only to reply to all t.hese, and‘,:;_:
yery many more similar questions, but to break ground 1n'seve¥a1:?j;£
new directions ; and, in presenting some of what will be regarded
its extraordinary statements to the people, no one can be more *{;'
alive to the consequences than the writer hereof. i
Suffice it to say that the work hag been gestating in my soul for
long years. Independent of what is popularly known as spiritual
ism, I have been a seer from childhood, the record of which seer-
ship has been long before the world. My mother was a seer
before me, and I have been a clairvoyant by spontaneity since my
fourth year; and that power has been quickened by mesmeric in-
duction all along the bitter years, and intensified since the exciting
advent of the modern Theurgia. Experiences, visions, supernal
intercourse, in all four quarters of the globe; and hundreds of
ietromissions into the worlds of disbodied, unearthed peoples;
and mental notes, then, thus and there taken, and subsequently
committed to paper, are the authorities for what hereinafter follows.
Lhe intent to present portions of what I had thus learned to the
Worl'd.was resolved on four years ago, two of which were spent 1n
LO‘flsmnﬂa and places thereaway, where, for weeks together, I was
obliged to sleep with pistols in my bed, because the assassins
z;redzlz)ioadDarg;l r:]il-handed Murder skulked and hovered round e
v i m‘;als .,_Wl;yile ;i?:.s :f summary stra:n.gling sea.,soned m:‘a,ny
. e l;eino- Fih ;I:;zl ouzhthe 1ﬁrst edition of this revelation,
I taught some ttt:ousa,n,ds efa S o 1y Conntry s
of ““negroes” —black and white too, —

:Slaliedsub:ime arts of r.ea.ding and penmanship. And yet the work
out was accomplished then, — finished now. I be queath it to

;l:: a-g_ei ; de?icate it to all struggling souls, — among whom are a
, 'Y 1eW, who really knew, and hence loved me. God

bless them a1 Th i
_ - Us much prefatori PR
entire work has beon prefatorial, except to add that the &

written. Much ent; lWholly revised, corrected, and portions re-
alirely new matter has been added. It stands

T
.|"'.. 4".r-|' §
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OR, DISBODIED MAN.

T

o
my darling, and master-piece. 1 give it to the World

‘\ world will, perhaps, appreciate and value it, when 1 am dead —_
and my spirit, freed from the tempest of the passions, which a,lwa-'"'*~”_,“**’:.f'_"’*‘
enveloped me, shall be basking on the green, flowery banks of
AIDENN, in the realm of souls, just beyond the surging seas of
life, — if not before. Till then I can wait. s

Now when we gaze about us, with all our senses in health and
active play, and realize how very small we are, how insignificant,
in comparison with the enormous vastitude above, beneath, about,
and beyond us ; if we are really true men ; if our souls — our bet-

ter part — be not subservient to mere sense, mere surface ; 1f i %f
we are free, not in the restricted, but the larger sense, — untainted
by or with the filth and bitterness of the past; if we shall have ' "_.";:"f
bursted our chrysalis shell, and tasted a few drops of the honeyed nec- i

tar of the true soul-life, the upper existence, here below, — we can-
not help believing that all we see, feel, and know to be around and
above us, is, after all, something more than the result of mere acci-
dent or fortuitous chance. He who can believe the monstrous ne-
gation implied, is not a man, is, in fact, as great a monstrosity as
the cold negation he dares to affirm. On the contrary, we must 4
and do realize, if we think at all, that we live in the midst of one Byl

tremendous, stupendous miracle, and that we are ourselves, singly
and combined, another no less wondrous miracle, —none the less LT
mysterious, awful and sublime, both by reason of our comparative s
tininess, and the magnificent possibilities wrapped up within us, m
aneél which we instinctively feel capable of achieving, — openly dem | g,

onstrating in the face of heaven, earth, and the glorious God,
whom we cannot help acknowledging and adoring. True, in mo-
ments of intellectual pride, or vanity, the result of bad begetting e
and worse culture, we may-— some fools of us—scout, and A
laugh ¢¢ ha, ha,” at the idea of a central, creating, self-existent, and
all-sustaining Power ; and we may call God an ¢ Idea,” laugh at
his supposed ¢ Personality,” ridicule all theology, snap our ﬁngers
at Brahma, Siva, Vishnu, Buddha, Mahommed, the Nazarene, aml
all the other countless avatars and God-incarnations, so though L s
called, and believed, by myriads of our human earth-born raee, 3
in some sense be partly, if not wholly, justified in so doing ad: i
yet again we cannot help feeling that although thm accour
~ man’s feeble attempts to reach solutions of the graat

1 ; ‘
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around us, yet, and still there must be a substratum somewhere ;

, 13
it :"klz Z
;

and then we learn to respect these beliefs even if we refuse to ado e
them ; no longer sneer at Christ or I}l'ﬂhmaa but try to reach a 110!'?11:
road to the great goal we long to gain. .
The fact is there are no atheists at heart. All men believe in God

to a greater or less extent ; and while no tn:o persons exactly agree,
yet few will, if sane, deny in toto the existence of a great Over-
soul, — a super-ruling power, called, variously GGop, Avm, Branw,
ALrvrAH, JEHOVAH, or CREATOR ; for the evidences are so numerous
and palpable that few can gainsay them. While most all men ad-
mit that God exists, there are various opinions and much hostility
respecting Jesus Christ, —many affirming and more denying his
divinity. I object to all quarrels on this point. It mattersmot to
me whether Jesus was a myth, a divinely commissioned seraph, a
great and good reformer, or a real avatar; I adore the CHARACTER
whether it be real or ideal — and that ideal, never surpassed, is not
the dead and resurrected young man of Bethlehem. of nearly
nineteen hundred years ago; it matters not whether the erucified
man was divinely fathered, or the son of J oseph the carpenter, —
a priest’s offspring, a Magdalen’s child, the chieftain of a new seet,
— as 18 variously asserted : for the spirit of the character is the
real Christ, the road to Glory, the avenue to Peace. Quiet, Good
and Rest. It is folly to raise questions about the individual Jesus ;
for, real or mythical, the example reputed to be of him is undques-
tionably magnificent. He who follows it will live right, and, dy-
ing, be far from wrong. Why trouble ourselves with Strauss and
the cavillers ; Fuerbach or Compte, Renan or ¢ Ecce Homo,” ¢* Ho-
mo-Deus” or “ Deus-Homo” 7 The Christ of my soul, my inmost
selfhood — the thing within me, deathless — 18 the universal Spirit
of Good, hovering over us and bathing the universe, into which I
seelf to plunge myself, he washed clean, and made pure. Viewing
Sii’];l;ti:“}i?;‘:of:;ﬂbitg?relydogfhodox. si:andpoint3 my belief in
both, to me, are the’ ﬂublim:We lom. t.h . 510 aumimis SE e

St of realities.

OHZ.Ve ;rzjosgtbi (1).11 T reasoners, that God and Nature. are
clieve 1t, neither doeg my soul accept the view;

that r : ] -

throne(e‘;[g: i }]3 e":’,y a8 the tyrant, vengeful being who sits en- =
pon the pinnacle of the universe, and rains down blessings

On one hand and hurls jnd; |

Scriminate damnation on the other. We
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OR, DISBODIED MAN. 13

are told that God is heat, and life, and light, and electricity, — which
may be true; but, if so, that view is only partial, for he is all that
and far more. We are told that he is an active power, manifesting
himself in growth, change, electrically, chemically, magnetically,
mechanically, spiritually, and in other modes, — all of which is
true ; and yet one-half the great story has not then been told. Our
Father is not a tyrant; he has a throne; he is surrounded by
angels ; he is central, located, yet ubiquitous. He is like man in
one respect. Man’s spirit and intelligence pervade his body ; but
his centre, or pivot, is in the largest brain. Just so is God abroad
through his body, — the universal system of Nature ; but that Na-
ture has a centre, the universe has a sensorium, and there, at that
point, of which more by and by, God exists. Zerdusht says: A
winged globe : when the soul was created it had wings. They fell
away when it descended from its native element ; and cannot re-
turn till they are regained. How? By sprinkling them with the
waters of life! Where are they, these waters? In the gardens of
God. How are they to be reached? By following God, when he
pays his daily visit to the soul. Now, there is a great deal in this
riddle of Zoroaster. I shall solve it presently ; for it is a solemn
thing, albeit we laugh all gods to utter scorn, that are modelled
after us. We tell Ashtoreth and Astarte that they are eternally
dead ; while Dagon, Bel, and fifty other gods do but excite our de-
rision and contempt ; nor have we too much respect for PAN, or any
other of that numerous family ; for only the ¢ Great Positive
Mind ” of the Harmonialists satisfies our yearnings, or answers
the soul’s demand for a God.

Morell tells us that we cannot divest our mind of the belief
that there is something positive in the glance which the human
soul casts upon the world of Infinity and eternity ; that there is a
goal, a point of points, in short, a conscious God ; and we believe
Morell ; yet, while doing so, are startled by Sir William Hamil-

ton’s ““ Man can have no knowledge of the Infinite God.” I do not

agree with Hamilton. Calderwood says: ** There can be no image
of the Infinite.” This may not be entirely true. Sometimes there

arise to the surface certain primary beliefs, theretofore lying perdu
in the deeps of the soul ; and an invincible conviction of God’s ex-
istence is the strongest of these. It is strange that philosophers
cannot see that two, ney, three universes exist, one of which —
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but the projected shadow of the other

the 'hIater ial o3t i3 is > ’ 2 t 01 '-;"{' =
Spiritual — and hence is negatived by it; for which reason it

A " M o r | . ‘L
be forever impossible for the material, cognizing faculties to g Sp

| SR
that which environs and stretches so immeasurably above b

Years ago, I did not dream that time and sorrow and deep trO}lb ‘
andl constant yearning would develop a faculty whose functlongf_;
should be that of knowing God, just as that of numbers, — starting':j
from a 1,2, 3, my boy, and 5 and 5 are 10, my girl, presently deals =5
with the calculus, differential and integral, skips to fluxions, and
then measures interstellar spaces and weighs the worlds of farther
heaven. I know this to be true. I used to believe that not till

we were dead and begun to * be ” and move in another state, could
we know the mysteries, God, time, soul, space! ‘That here, at
best, we are only vouchsafed imperfect glimpses thereof, during
certain peculiar conditions inducible by mesmerism and drugs of
various kinds. But these views are changed. "There is now devel-
oping in many persons a new or (od-knowing faculty ; and one of
its first revelations to us is, that God is not Panthea or Nature,
for that 1s only his vehicle ; that he is not a being of infinite ex-
tension, but infinitely intelligent, qualitatively and quantitatively.
This we know by faith alone, which declares that God is ; while
the new power tells us what he is.
| The fleet of stars now sailing down the deep; the storm-fiend,
lightning-crowned, striding forth to ruin and destroy ; the nebulous
Egit:zs all'ouncll the galacti(? poles, do not proclaim God’s being
<ok siconezlrllz Iglrl i?is does this little facul.ty of the soul, that whis-

; st of the rush and whirl of life, that God lives

and is; that the great AUM, the Lorp of lords, has a being, actual,
personal, though impersonal :

g
4 ?;" B

i

y Yet ever near at hand. L
d-knowing faculty, or power or qual- e
1at we — all we are ].l . 4 .- |
a, : : _ — all our faculties =
ni ::‘tlorzz, are weighed in the scales of the great ETERNE
€ that physical death is Inevitable, the wise man in whom

it begins to Operate ils hi

; » avails himself of e ' n

he hesitates not, 1o duestion al things very opportunity to learn ;
’ e 2 |

demanding the proofs at every step
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even at the risk of being wrongly understood as I have been, and +

b
o el s

denounced accordingly. But no true man will flinch from dutyon
that account. He ought not, will not, suffer his soul to be warped '

from her true purposes, knowing that ignorance, cupidity, and lust
of power are the baleful trio of this present civilization. He
suffers and grows strong ; his new faculty having taught him that
the human soul is in reality an emanation from DEeIry, — the august
(oD, and that to it he has imparted original and essential knowl- f}
edge, the organs of which are so many windows for his multitudi-
nous outlooks upon the vast sea, whereon floats all matter, with | H
1ts accidents, like so many tiny shallops on the calm bosom of a f

silver-breasted lake !

However earnestly a number of men may accept or believe e
a thing, doctrine, dogma, or system, it by no means follows that B
they believe the truth; but when universal Man not only assents '
to, but in some form affirms, the existence of a God supreme,
their conceptions may not be correct, but it is certain that there
must be a ground for their belief, — a God somewhere in the uni-
verse. _

Let us reflect but one moment, as, admitting the @ess of all
these avatar dreams of past ages, we take a look at thé vast ma-
chine, — the universe, — a mere speck of which we are ourselves,
and all our doubts will vanish, as do vapors before the mountain
blast, or suddenly uprisen sun; for the proofs of (God’s existence
do not come singly, or weakly, but rush in mighty, resistless
armies, upon our half reluctant souls; sweeping all our doubts
away like straws before the gale! 'True, we may not be able to
satisfactorily locate or personify Deity, but cannot help admitting
the existence of a great and mysterious power, in constant action, e
and which, for want of a better term, we call God. o i

When a man has thus pondered, and attained this grand con- e
viction, true happiness and true progress have begun. He is
serene now, and calm. He has learned that the soul is the mirror
of the universe, standing in relationship to all living things ; that
she is illuminated by an inward light that flows through this new
organ ; but the tempests of the passions, the multitude of sensual
impressions, the dissipations, darken the light, whose glory only
diffuses itself when it burns alone, and all is peace and harmony
within. e
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know ourselves to be separated from all outw ”fz,_; -

f

When we -
ences. and desire only to be guided by this universal llgh

only do we find in ourselves pure and certain knowledge E _

of Purpose, Will, and Deed, are the keys which unlock the gate o

Power. which is Knowledge. In the state of concentration which
b,

follows, when we resolve to be truly good, the soul can analyze
objects, things, and subjects on which its attention may rest;
it can unite itself with them, penetrate their substance, expl
untrammelled, all mysteries, even unto God himself, —so kno
more of him than hath yet been known, and become master of a
important truths beside. -

Love is the touchstone of knowledge ; but to be pure, it must be
universal, and embrace all God’s creatures in heaven, on earth,
and in the worlds around us. All efforts of the true God—studen‘b
are not to be confined to studies of former writings about Delty,
but to elevate and purify himself. His path will be thorny, his
road very rough ; but, although he suffers, the guerdon is certain,
for so shall the gates of glory be opened unto him, and he be put
In possession of the sacred key. I, therefore, announce a new
truth, — not original with me, but handed down the ages from the
peerless lips of Christ himself, but heretofore not well understood.
And that truth is, that God is, in one sense, a CONDITION of exist-
ence. “I and my Father are one,” said Jesus. Whv"’ How? I
reply : It has been said that the unjverse 18 dual, or material and

spi.ritual. I believe it to be trlphcate,—-Materlal Spiritual, and
Deific, and that a man can become so perfectly good and pure as
to be in a material body, leading a spiritual life, and immersed in f
God at the same time; not as the Buddhists have it, or the

Elljlurches either, but at perfect union with the great Soul of the
'verse, even while living in thig valley of Unrest and Shadcw.
Life is the vehicle of soul,

soul the vehj
dual mind : with the oyter h e of God: M. i

_ - e knows all the things of matter, its
accidents and incidents ; with the inner, he cognizes that Whlc,h iﬁ

Or spirit ings : £ i
PO relned ‘i ci Piritual things; and with this mnﬁ A; .

-1" A

N

préme, — to cast a brid
safely on the further side,

God, or a Christ nineteep hu
Creator
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myth or a fancy. He is more of God than all hers ; and w
he says to me, ‘“ Come unto me all ye that are w""
laden and I will give you rest,” it means life to me A
go on the wings of prayer, I fly back with a blessmg 1 wi
was more of Christ in the churches, and that those who
also possessed him, and were immersed in that sea of love W
I call the God-condition, and which 1 believe will be the Btiiﬁ oF
all good men by and by. I believe in God more than some Spf -GN;
nalists, more than some Christians ; hence am not a party-man nm
sectarian, because I believe that my soul is filled with the dwhm -
truth of a new era in Religion, and I announce it to the worldp il
Let us now inquire what the Deity is, and where? in all lm-n | -,
mility and trust. 1 hold the universe to be triplicate, — that is to
say, Material, Spiritual, and Deific, — each an octave above the
other. L
First. We know that all the suns and worlds of space could be
crowded into a very small corner of the vast expanse around us ,fr
we also know that matter is impermanent, fleeting, changeful,
and therefore must have had, if not an absolute commencement,
at least a beginning in the form in which we see and know it | .
and that it is everywhere subservient to Mind — the Supreimne ..
Mind. O }
Second. We know that the direct flight of matter is toward 7
spirit ; that is, toward refinement, rarefaction, spiritual, eﬁsentlal, e ,
aromal conditions. .
Third. Mind is like spirit and matter, graded ; and we ascend
from the Bushman of Africa to the loftiest genius that ever li
— each ascending grade being one step nearer the Archetyg _; o
Creator, the Supreme. Now, a human mind is restless; its law, :
expansion ; hence it must, if immortal, one day reach an in_ ' b
ual altitude, God-like and grand, and yet can never reac
absolute, because ¢ is limited, that is boundless. Its de el m
is in lines and curves. God is falness, absolute complete es

.'lI|I i
- ﬁ"r"._'-' ol e e B s A
1:'I :L‘F o -:.I" |.I| I e -Il I
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Mind finds its field in nature, but the unoondltwmﬂ c 0 : od filtrat
nature, hence cannot be contained wholly within that sphere;
therefore, the BOl:ll that seeks God m mb the sky,
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ore than that, for he is the centre, an

soul ; but he is divinely m : N
embracing law and principles,

pervades, by his aura, which is life, les,
the vast domains of existence.

The material universe 18 bounded, limited, circumscribed,*l
circumvolved, or surrounded, by a vast and almost inconceivable
ocean of Spirit, and on the breast of that vast sea are cushionedtl .
ethereal belts, zones, and worlds, as are also the material constel*liaf
tions. The material zones of constellations revolve within
sponding spiritual or ethereal zomes or belts, on all sides of ;
spaces, — seven of them; and in the midst of this space, equi—dis-'ﬁi
tant from each of the seven, embracing alike the material and
ethereal zones, belts, rings, universes and constellations, — in the é

Il e}
g7 lrll.- &
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profound and awful deeps of Distance, —1is a Third Universe of ,
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universes, — and this is the Vortex, the centre, — the dwelling-
place of Power, the seat of I'orce, the fountain of all Energy, —
the unimaginable dwelling-place of the great I am,— the super-
celestial throne of the ever-living God! Alone? No! The puri- %
fied souls of the myriads of dead centuries are there, contemplar,
but not co-equal Gods. He is there — in Huyax Form, but not in
buman shape. Here concentrate, at one point, the quintessence
of all within the entire family of universes. God is not Panthea,
Jehovah, Aum, Brahm, Allah, Jove. He is self-conscious. Not
l.Jeat or motion, but the soul of these: not light, or life, or electrie-
1ty,'but‘ their life. Not spirit or soul, but souls’ and spirits’ erys-
!;alhzatlon. Not intelligence, but its concentration, its refinement,
;)ts last'm}d ﬁr;lal stage. Not musie, or form, or tone, or beauty,
eszrleei illfgiin}iz ;Di hl(‘)t:z illzli??tion,r__ s auroral S}m of suns,
are formed, — themsolves theb;rnl?ﬁmc 1ations C?lleolx'lllg nebuleae
fles, 00t of stars, but of astrall S0 1t ¢ parents of 1.mmeasurable gal- | "-.-fff-:"‘
B inicmase, vt e thr};z :lms. And this God was never

sl many an avatar — filled the ==

bearts o : o e
’ follov:'snzﬁny a Christ, and will ti] time shall be no more. Hence
at no sonl — for souls are incarnate rays from God —
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» lit up by rays from his grand g
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is . ysterious Grod I worship: and he
whom Jesys proclaimed, anq P e e
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adored, and whose rays soften the =

and R

’1 : not unfrequently transforms Christians
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s'orious religion of J esus Christ, — the most
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perfect that this world has ever yet developed or i
God lives, moves, sleeps not—1loves aLL. He 1t is t t springs
the wires of the Ages, and ordains the drama of the cer nturies. = ==
To him I pray, when all the world is hostile, and bigots r ;
persecute. He it is, who tells me, ¢ Blessed are ye Whel 1
shall persecute and revile you falseiy for my sake.” And so I1 T
on him, and say, let the storm come down; God rules and relgna” S
all will yet be well. He is here, there, everywhere; in the bend R
ing heavens, and in everything that lives, moves, and hath a belng 5
He protects and loves us all, and favors us by special Providence
through angelic proxies when we do right — which is his will.
He hears our prayvers, and if we pray weli, will answer them. He = =
lives and loves, rules and governs. He gave us Christ and Cour-
age, Hope and Faith; therefore we will trust him, for ‘ He doeth e
all things well.”

Here then, we have taken the first step onward; we have Jomed T
the primary classes; we have taken the first degree, and become ,5 -.
entered apprentices in the infinite Graxp Lopge! and we realize, =
conzerning God, the magnificent significance of Emerson’s sublime
conception of ‘* Brahma ™

¢ They reckon ill who leave Me out
When Me they fly, I am the wings;

I am the Doubter, — and the doubt; —
And I the hymn the Brahmin gings.”

We have reached a faint view of the fact that a bridge extends |
from us to God, connecting the two ends of the vast creatwn;-;_
Of course, before we know about this bridge, its nature, con- F
struction, and ettensmn, we must know sometmno' about its Eit»her 1

that sustain the mighty euperstructure. G e
Now our primary doubts are soived ; now that we can nﬂe 01

drift upon a shoreless sea of unbelief; now that we are certs

 under cirenmvolvisg Bl S S lity

to define or have a clear conception thereof, ---We oin the wor

of 1ntroepect10n ~and thls mdleates the soul's re
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I came hither through the narrow
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: 7
ing? Whence: _ Lk ; o
mortal birth : but from where? Did I originate in the dear moth

ars’ breast? — Her and my father’s bodies? Or came I by tha
:oad from some other unknown country, afar off in the azure?
Who knows? Are man’s and woman's physical organs capable of

elaborating soul? Or 18 the metempsychosis true? And i
] - L 4 L L
true, where was the starting-point ? E

¢ One thing I know, and that 1s: Presently I shall stop brea”i
ing ; and what then? Ah! there’s the rub! Where then? and ™

T

how am I to get there? and when there, what am I to do? Hem

L
....

I live by eating, drinking, sleeping, and being clad ; but when I},'
am dead how am I to exist? how am I to breathe without lungs, "=

3

digest without a stomach, keep warm without blood and a heart to

' : . . iy
pump it through me? How am 1 to live without eating ; and how,;
can I eat without teeth, tongue, jaws, saliva, and appetite? How %

am I fo hear without ears, sce without eyes, feel without nerveS’,

i
T ¥ [
P L A
i "T
Sl -
Al "k )

(1

move without limbs, or think without a brain? for when dead I
certainly know that all the organs perish, and all their functibn‘sa‘;é{
cease! ” And so the man asks countless questions to some of the
surface ones of which he reads appropriate answers ih the psycho-

-I - - -I‘
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El

logical literature of the age ; but no matter how satisfactory these %

may be in a rational point of view, they do not, and never can, &
thoroughly quench his soul’s oreat thirst. He wants to see and f
know for himself, and will not sleep contentedly till rocked in the = =
cradle of personal certainty, derivable only from individual and -
hor'ne experience. But there are some questions, thus asked, to
:;']l::h] 10 Tesponse comes, either from without or within'; and R
oW we go into a sor ranis
T
g angels and tempting deviis as Miltor’s i.I}lfl'LO’iIl;I' : hell W;;
Supposed capable of vomitine forth Ths i
rare and precious 3 LT R | i
It is the PhiIOSODhicgztelll;jel?l;Ofu;(1. . 1s Sinbad's dismONSE
thereof, and whoever wa 1)
nts her

R
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Yet, in that same valley. =
L

Zem! Truth lies at the bottom =
; | N
must dive deeply, because she

steadily refy
se _
5 {rue Btufl e t;) bed coaxed up, frightened, or fished out.
Nt undero ,. o o S
B A cives o crgoes two mental processes simul
Ol and takeg on; for, like the earth, he f

AN

centrifugal, — nay, three; for he

¢, and altering the plane of his ™
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mental evolution to the great line of the intellectual and moral
ecliptic. Truth is like yeast in flour; the more a soul has tha
higher it rises. The tru¢ student oathers in and casts off; learns, = =
and learns to unlearn; and imperceptibly becomes a NEW AR bex d
fore he is well aware of his change of grooves. There are, how- g
ever, some natures that while ever ready to accept new-found
truth, yet cling like barnacles to old error. They insist on har-
monizing incompatibilities ; tying Noah to spirit rappings, Moses
to John Brown, and Confucius to the present century,— neither of
which is possible, else progress 1s a lie! Why? Because Chris-
tianity is older than Christ, and Truth is newer than the last book S
Error is protean; experience 18 kaleidoscopic. B\

written on 1t.
You seldom see the same figure twice successively, and must have

a good memory to know whether you have seen it before, for the

reason that seers differ in their accounts of things seen,— a natu-
ral consequence of diverse organizations ; innumerable sects have
arisen, all of which are far more intent upon making a good fight
with each other, than of getting to ¢ heaven.” Religion is their
«t battle ery,” and nothing more. Iences are in vogue to-day ; and
fences are a fallacy so far as the moral life1s concerned. ‘‘ He that
believeth (as I do) shall be saved; but he that believeth not (as
I do) shall be damned.” *f Baptidzo et Baptizo! get on board of
Paul's boat!” cries the Rev. Dr. Dry-as-dust. * Get thee hither,
friend, we will conduct thee to the Ark of Safety 1”7 says Goodman
Broadbrim. ¢ Shout along the way to Zion,” sings out Brother
Dove, with claws and eagle bill. ** Hear the truth rapped out on 8
my table!” says a Spiritualist, in all honesty. ¢ Oh, that’s all i A
nonsense! I believe in the Book of Mormon !” yells another.
« There’s no hell,” says the next; “Or heaven!” screams e
neighbor. Pourquoi? Simply because all fences are bad; and

that’s the way God takes to tear them down. | i)
One life, one origin, one God, one destiny, one religion, one hu- Wi
manity, is the universal (coming) creed. ' o

You can’t get stout or strong by proxy, either in soul or b ody.s

You must eat and drink to that end. Go down into the valley;

t 1 ™
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dig for yourself; quench your own thirst at the pool; and then, :
refreshed, up, up and away toward the green fields of the trae

: o -!1:!_:} 1 . h-u.:'.;J;lr-"il r:

Eden, where grow the trees of life and knowledge, and there pluck
flowers and weave cha.plets for your own bl’OWﬂ, — sell-crownea B ¢ o
o . i RS --L'_ s *_‘?1': .?-;'_'."- e " ':‘: “I-T-,':,.' 1
ol o e e
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him who helps himself ! and he Whg i

'+ not will wither and decay; for ever souls grow thin and
)

lse wax fat and strong.
OrIen what else than self-effort can redemption consist? Not f

original sin — for at’s a long way off, somewhere among the' &
ople that existed on the first earths of the univerccelum, ﬁ
EZDIered million ages ago : ' __ but from intellectual and moral

erility ! Conceded. Well, then, let the motto be ¢ Excelsmr i
= Try e _;,"-'J'

The present, above all others, is pre-eminently the era , of queg.. f
tion-asking. We all want to probe the unknown, and scan the un.,f

searched ;: and that, too, despite the mimic thunder that forbids us, ?
and declares certain mysteries to be altogether past finding out.
Especmlly 's it true that men are questioning the hitherto settled
dicta of churches concerning our post-mortem existence and status
after death. It is too late in the day for us to rest satisfied W1th
the meagre revelations of printed script handed down through th
dusty stairs of ages past.
We rebel against the vague generalities that passed current ==
“lang syne.” They are too crude for these times; for the said
times have changed, lately ; and even the cannibals no longer eat
the missionaries — raw; they cook them, and serve you up a pot=
age au tete de missionaire with sauce piquante, in fine style; being %
quite au fait in cooking those sent out to cook them. In these
days missionary soup, of various kinds, greets all visitors to the =
Society Islands, just as we cook each other in a different mans
ner. Now if the subjects of “ The King of the Cannibal Islands”
have advanced to a perception and appreciation of the mageric art,
S0 have we in others. We do mot, by any means, believe st -. ;:'7
sirongly in what the Reverend John Smith says from his pulplt,"'”-
for we go to sleep long before he reaches fifteenthly ; and care but b
:::t:;eelgl:pfz:e hlSEPOUHdlngS of the cushion, or expoundlngs i

e 1 i mstlence 1s too practical in these days. He [ r% |
elag bis greatyalm p:unc our reason, souls or dollars, — the last a;:
» and for the which he was originally ¢ called.” ?'

Anstotle
and“ 1?a.con are united in these days, and we get at & I?i.i_
igh priori,” as well as other roads. Refusing to

_1. Ii-_ _.’.
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bodies are snugly blanketed, our souls are comfortabllj-’_‘f"
notes among the distant constellations. In these days not'ﬂﬂﬁ g
the multitude of reasons formerly assigned as trinmphantly s . S AEA
taining the dogma of human immortality will do. Long ago 488
required proofs of a different mould than Plato’s reasonings, or -G
the olla podridas offered from the pulpits, to convince people of . %
ind of the fact of immortality ; and it is only just now that these
proofs have come along. It is proposed in this work to present a e

few of these better reasons.
If twenty men see an object which they all describe alike, you

may take it for granted that such an object really exists. Well ;
not twenty, but five hundred thousand individuals, within these
twenty last past years, have unitedly borne testimony to the fact
of the existence of a spiritual world, and we must accept, because
it is impossible to gainsay or impugn their evidence. '
If man had made half as long and earnest efforts to harmonize

and factions as he has to fathom the abyss, —
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