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Max’s age-old desire to learn about and to visit
the mysterious moon took literary form far earlier
than most people realize. The selections in this
intriguing collection come from seventeenth-,
eighteenth-, and early nineteenth-century fictional
accounts of voyages to the moon. They represent
disparate views about the moon’s inhabitants and
its characteristics, ranging from the purely fantastic
to the pseudo-scientific.

Some of the stories envisage the moon as an
idyllic land of peace and tranquility, but others
describe 1t as populated by ugly and violent
creatures. And some treat the moon as a canvas on
which to paint a satirical picture of the foibles of
their day.

Isaac Asimov, the famous scientist and science-
fiction writer, emphasizes in his introduction the
part the moon has always played in mankind’s
imagination. The editors provide biographical
information about the authors, accounts of the
circumstances of the original publication, and
continuity for lengthy works that have been
abridged. Captivating engravings of the period
accompany the delightful and often astonishing
text.

This extraordinary collection includes, The
Comical History of the States and Empires of the World
of the Moon (1656) by Cyrano de Bergerac, [ans
Phaall — A Tale by Edgar Allan Poe, A Journey lately
Performed through the Air, in an Aerostatic Globe . . . To
the newly discovered Planet, Georgium Sidus (1784) by
‘Vivenair’, and Greal Astronomical Discoveries Lately
made by Sir John Herschel by Richard Adams Locke.
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This engraving, reproduced from Frangois-Louis Bruel's Histoire Aeronantique par
les Monuments, Points, Sculptés, Dessinés et Gravés des Origines a 1830 (Paris,
1909 ), bears the following legend, here translated from the French:

INVENTED FOR THE GOOD OF THE PRESENT AND THAT OF POSTERITY

This balloon will depart regularly for the seaports of the Levant, and upon its
return other excursions will be announced, to the two Poles as well as the far
reaches of the Western world. One need not trouble himself about anything,
because everything has been provided for and all will go well. There will be an
exact fare for all accommodations, but the price will be the same for the most
distant reaches of our hemisphere—i.e., one thousand /oxis for any one of the
aforementioned voyages—and, considering the speed, comfort, and pleasure
offered by this aircraft, it is a very modest sum. Because in this balloon each will
find things according to his own imagination . . . in the same place some will be
attending a ball while others will be standing still; some will dine on exquisite
fare while others will fast; some will make love while others despise them;
finally, whoever wishes to converse with witty men will find them there to his
heart’s content, and whoever will be a fool will never lack an equal; and thus, in
one way or another, pleasure will be the essence of the Celestial Society, as it is
among us and used to be with our forefathers.

The list printed below the legend, which contains “Information on Everything That
Might Interest Travelers,” identifies parts of the ship indicated on the engraving by
letters or numbers, such as “main lodging quarters for 4,000 people” (G) and
“main aerostatic valve” (M), or provisions for the enjoyment of passengers and
crew, such as “easy women with stairs leading from their cages” (R), “restaurant
and café” (U), and “grand organ for serenades” (3).
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ISAAC ASIMOV

Reaching for the Moon: An Introduction

Nobody knows when men first dreamed of flight. Undoubtedly, the long-
ing to be free of the harsh unevenness of the earth’s surface was universal.
The birds showed the way as they dipped and soared in easy flight. If they
could do it, why not man?

Wings were needed, and perhaps feathers. It was an easy leap of the
imagination to conceive of a light framework of wood with skin attached to
the arms, coated with wax into which feathers could be fixed. It was by
just such a device that Daedalus and Icarus, in the Greek myth, flew out of
imprisonment in Crete.

In the Greek imagination, the invention worked. (Icarus’s later disaster
was, of course, his own fault.) There was an innocence concerning aerody-
namics among the ancients—no knowledge even of the square-cube law,
which states that, as the size of a flying creature increases, the surface of its
wings (which do the lifting) increases only as the square of the linear di-
mensions, while its mass (which must be lifted) increases as the cube. As a
bird increases in size, the shape of its wings must change to allow for a
more efficient use of updrafts. Even so, the albatross and the condor ap-
proach the upper limit of size for a flying creature.

We know now that, for a man to fly by Icarus’s method, his wings would
have to be so large that in repose they would wrap round and round the
body many times or flap so furiously that the muscles required would pad
out his chest for several feet. Yet, in the Greek myth, Daedalus and Icarus
flew. Indeed, Icarus rose so triumphantly high that he approached the sun.
Its heat then melted the wax, loosened the feathers of his device, and sent
him hurtling downward to his death.

Fantasy, you see, takes a rather cavalier approach to reality. It adopts
those products of sober observation and careful deduction that it needs for
its dreaming but ignores or rejects what will not fit the dream.

xi



X1l Isaac Asimov

Those who conceive fantasies observe the effortless flight of small birds
and the fact that these alone among living creatures have wings and feath-
ers, and deduce from this the supposed requirements for human flight. If
the fantasts ever remarked the difficulty with which crop-gorged large birds
launch themselves, they might have suspected that an upper limit of size
for flight exists, a limit far below the human mass. But mythmakers ig-
nored this evidence.

Indeed, to them, even creatures larger than men were by no means too
heavy for winged flight. There was Pegasus the beautiful flying horse and
huge flying dragons, sometimes pictured with tiny wings, to say nothing
of the independent flight attributed to inanimate carpets and broomsticks.

What of the goals of flight? Once a man flies, where does he go? To
strange and distant countries thousands of miles away, undoubtedly, but
why not to that stranger and seemingly no more distant land we see in the
sky—the moon?

To the child, reasoning from appearances, the moon is quite close. He
will credit the story that a cow can jump over it, or that it is sometimes
caught in the branches of a tall tree.

Primitive adults may have suspected that the moon was not that close;
it cleared the tops of the hills, but perhaps not by much. It was a shining
silver plate at a middling distance, they may have supposed, on which
smudge marks could be seen.

The smudges needed explanation. Perhaps they were the dimly perceived
figure of a man—a man who, because the moon was so small, filled its en-
tire circle. In the Book of Numbers, there is the tale of a man who, during
the stay of the children of Israel in the wilderness, desecrated the Sabbath
by gathering sticks on that day. By the decree of God, he was stoned to
death. Yet somchow the tale arose (perhaps by the adaptation of a pre-
Christian legend to the Biblical story) that he was hurled to the moon as a
punishment. There one can make out not only the man but the bundle of
sticks he is gathering as well. Some, with particularly vivid imaginations,
can see a dog too.

The ancient Greeks added touches of sophistication to man’s view of the
moon. (Undoubtedly, the Babylonians and Egyptians preceded them in
this, but our records of pre-Hellenic astronomy are too skimpy to give us
the necessary detail.)

The Greek astronomers made it absolutely clear that the moon shone by
the reflected light of the sun, that only half of its surface could be lit by the
sun at any one time, and that the changing phases of the moon were the
result of its changing position in relation to the sun. When the moon was
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only a thin crescent, this was because it was almost directly between the
sun and ourselves, and most of the sunlight was spread out upon the other
side of the moon, the side away from us, which we could not see.

More important still, the Greeks were able to determine the distance of
the moon from the earth. The first to come out with a roughly accurate
answer, as far as we know, was Aristarchus of Samos, about 270 B.c. A bet-
ter value, virtually the correct one, was obtained by Hipparchus of Rhodes,
in about 150 B.C.

It turned out that the moon is no short distance away at all. No cow, nor
any bird either, is likely to approach it, for it is nearly a quarter of a million
miles away.

But, to be that far away and still appear as large as it does, the moon
must be not merely a silver plate, not merely a shining boulder, but much
more. It has to be a world of considerable dimensions. Indeed, from what
was known about its distance and its apparent size, it could be calculated
at once that the moon was a little over 2,000 miles in diameter.

About 250 B.c., the Greek geographer Eratosthenes of Cyrene had cor-
rectly estimated the earth’s diameter to be about 8,000 miles. The moon is
distinctly smaller than the earth, therefore, and yet still of respectable size.

At once, the possibility of flight to the moon gained greater credibility.
Surely, if the moon is a world, it must be full of life; it must contain
plants, animals, intelligent beings, nations, governments, cultures, and cus-
toms. Tales of moon flight can be (and were) written. One of the earliest
that has survived was written in a.p. 150 by the Greek satirist Lucian of
Samosata. With the typical selectivity of the fantast, Lucian accepted the
size of the moon, which he needed for his story, but ignored its distance
from the earth.

If Lucian’s tale represented (as some maintain) the beginnings of sci-
ence fiction, it proved a false dawn. In his time, Greek science was wither-
ing, and, by the fourth century, when Christianity took over the Roman
Empire, a new kind of “truth” blanketed the West. For nearly a millen-
nium and a half thereafter, no statement could be allowed flatly to contra-
dict anything in Holy Writ. That meant retreat, for the Biblical view of
the universe was less advanced than the Greek view had been. It was easy
to demonstrate, by selecting appropriate passages from the Bible, that the
earth we live on is the only world that could possibly exist and that the
moon and the sun are merely “lights” intended to serve as calendars for
man.

The notion of the moon as an earthlike world vanished. It became in-
stead, as in Dante’s Divine Comedy, part of the divine heavens.
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It took more than a Polish astronomer to change this. In 1543, Nicholas
Copernicus pubiished a revolutionary book explaining how much simpler
it would be to suppose that the sun, not the earth, was the center of the
universe. He would have it that the huge and heavy earth was flying
through space in a circle around the sun.

But the Copernican theory had nothing to say about the nature of the
various worlds or their true distances from each other. The moon might be
part of a Copernican universe rather than a Greek or a Christian one and
yet still not necessarily be a world.

The turning point came in 1609.

An Italian scientist, Galileo Galilei, having heard rumors that in the
Netherlands a device consisting of lenses at the ends of a hollow tube had
served to make distant objects seem close, experimented for himself and
quickly reinvented what we now call the telescope. Galileo then did some-
thing the initial Dutch discoverer had never thought of doing: He turned
his telescope toward the sky.

Virtually the first object Galileo observed was the moon, and indeed it
appeared closer and therefore larger than with the unaided eye, so that he
could see it in much greater detail.

What he saw were mountains! The moon was no shining circle of light,
perfectly smooth and perfectly spherical. It was, instead, like the earth, rough
and uneven and imperfect.

There was some objection from the die-hards, but telescopes of a quality
good enough to substantially improve observation of the moon were so easy
to make, so easy to look through, and so convincing once they were used
that there was no chance at all for the conservatives to hold the line. The
moon has been accepted as a world ever since.

So it came about that the seventeenth century was the first Golden Age
of moon flight, at least in imagination. The fact that the moon has at least
some of the attributes of earth was the inspiration for fancy so glorious
that no disheartenment was allowed to take hold, no difficulties allowed
to interfere.

To reach the moon, for instance, one had to face the difficulty of rising
against the gravitational pull of the earth. Very little was known about the
nature_of that pull. The great work of Isaac Newton, Principia Mathe-
matica: which was to make rational the machinery of the universe, was not
published until 1683. Therefore, it scemed perfectly plausible in the decades
before to maintain that the gravitational pull rapidly weakened as one rose
from the earth and that it ceased altogether above the level of the clouds.

It followed that, if a man hitched a chariot to a team of strong birds, he
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could be lifted to the clouds and beyond, with less and less trouble, all the
way to the moon. This was the device Domingo Gonsales used to reach the
moon in the fantasy Bishop Francis Godwin wrote in 1638.

Of course, such a bird flight presupposes the existence of an atmosphere
all the way to the moon, but why not? It was not until 1643, five years after
the publication of Godwin’s fantasy, that the Italian physicist Evangelista
Torricelli measured the pressure of the atmosphere. From that measure-
ment it was easy to show that, if the earth’s atmosphere were uniformly of
the density it is at the earth’s surface, it could extend only five miles above
that surface.

To be sure, the atmosphere is not uniformly of surface density but grows
less dense as one rises to greater heights. This allows it to extend to con-
siderably greater heights than five miles, but certainly not a quarter of a
million miles, all the way to the moon. And anyway, within a very short
space, by growing less dense, the atmosphere becomes too rarefied for men
to breathe.

Yet, on what were these conclusions based? The pressure of the atmo-
sphere results from the gravitational pull of the earth on the air, and that
pull can exist only in the immediate vicinity of earth. Beyond the clouds
there might be plenty of air that did not make its weight felt. At least the
moon-flight writers could assume so.

But, even if there is air between the earth and the moon, is there air on
the moon? Does the moon have an atmosphere?

Even the earliest telescopic observations of the moon offered dishearten-
ing evidence against that possibility. The surface of the moon is always
clearly and sharply in evidence as long as the earth’s atmosphere is clear.
No clouds, no mist, no haze ever obscure the tiniest visible feature of the
moon’s surface. The boundary between the sunlit portion of the moon’s
surface and the night-hidden portion is always sharp too, with none of the
hazy half-light that one associates with twilight—something that would be
necessary if there were an atmosphere. When the moon approaches a star,
that star shines bright and undimmed until the very moment the body of
our satellite passes before it, when it vanishes all at once. There is no
gradual dimming just before the eclipse as there would have to be if an
atmosphere, clinging to the moon’s edge, covered the star first.

And on a world without an atmosphere, any sea would boil away under
the sun’s heat. If there was no air and no water—there would be no life.

But a world with no life seemed a wasted world. Mankind was still
under the spell of the idea of a purposeful universe. The universe had been
created by God, and surely no part of it could be wasted or purposeless.
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And somehow man’s imagination did not extend to a purpose that did not
include living, intelligent beings very like himself.

So the fantasts had to cling firmly to the notion of a moon with an atmo-
sphere and seas, regardless of astronomical evidence to the contrary.

John Wilkins in 1638-40 published a long rationalization of the new
ideas of the moon’s worldhood, arguing strongly in favor of a lunar atmo-
sphere. In these arguments, Wilkins labored under two disadvantages. In
the seventeenth century, the ancients were still given exaggerated and al-
most uncritical worship. For every point Wilkins considers, every pos-
sible ancient author was trotted out with opinions for or against. Secondly,
it had to be taken for granted that no proposition could be true if it flatly
contradicted Scripture. Endless ingenuity had to be utilized therefore to
demonstrate that something that seemed to be at variance with the Bible
really did not contradict it.

Within the confines, then, of the Greek philosophers, the Hebrew prophets,
and the Christian fathers (and the observations of Galileo and others of his
generation, too), Wilkins set about to show that it was both reasonable in
a secular sense and orthodox in a religious sense to believe in a plurality of
worlds, and in the habitability of the moon in particular.

To prove that the moon had an atmosphere, he noted that the sunlit por-
tion seemed larger than the darkened portion (as one can see during the
crescent phase or during a lunar eclipse). He explained this observation
by contending that the atmosphere is illuminated by the sun, that the
solid body of the moon plus its atmosphere are larger than the solid body
alone, that the moon therefore has an atmosphere. (Alas, the argument is
faulty. The moon’s sunlit portion seems larger than its darkened portion
because of a well-known optical illusion that makes any light object seem
larger than a dark object of the same shape and dimensions. The phe-
nomenon has nothing to do with a lunar atmosphere one way or the
other.)

The French poet, duelist, and wit Cyrano de Bergerac (yes, he really
lived, large nose and all) did not confine himself to bird flight but devised
several alternative methods for reaching the moon. One that was surely
not meant to be taken too seriously (after all, his book is entitled The
Comical History . ..) was to strap bottles of dew about his waist. Be-
cause the sun draws dew upward, it followed that he would be drawn up-
ward with it—and, according to his story, so he was.

He also suggested the use of rockets for the purpose, and this is certainly
one of the most fascinating pieces of intuitive foresight in literature. The
rocket principle represents the only method of carrying on directed flight
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through a vacuum, and that was the method that, three centuries after
Cyrano’s time, was actually used to carry men to the moon.

But the usefulness of rockets in this respect was to become plain only
when Newton published his book in 1683. Yet Cyrano published his
fantasy in 1656, over a quarter of a century before Newton’s revelation of
the workings of the universe.

To be sure, Cyrano eventually abandoned rockets, finding them too diffi-
cult to control. More to his taste was the device of hurling a strong magnet
up in the air while he was standing on a light iron chariot. The chariot
rose in response to the pull of the magnet, and, when Cyrano reached the
magnet, he threw it up again, and so on. Perfect control.

This sort of pulling-oneself-up-by-one’s-own-bootstraps is expressly for-
bidden by the second law of thermodynamics, but the second law was not
to be understood until two centuries after Cyrano had written his book, so
he is scarcely to be blamed for that.

When Newton’s great book came out at last, the intellectual life of
Europe was utterly revolutionized. Newton explained the principles of
motion, both on earth and in the heavens, so clearly and irrefutably that
the exaggerated reverence for the ancient philosophers was broken forever.
However insightful their views of morals and ethics, however valuable
their observations and thoughts, where their conclusions differed from
those of Newton, they were wrong and Newton was right. Even the au-
thority of the Bible could not stand against the clear reason of Newton’s
demonstrations. For the first time, then, men of science could move for-
ward with confidence, no longer held back by the constant fear of con-
tradicting the great ancients or the great prophets and fathers.

Furthermore, an understanding of the workings of the universe limited
the hypotheses one could pull out of thin air in order to bolster a pet
theory. One could not suppose that, because no one had ever climbed be-
yond the clouds, the earth’s gravitational pull weakened and ceased beyond
that point. Even without going beyond the clouds, one could be certain
then that the pull extended far beyond—weakening at a fixed rate, to be
sure, but extending, at substantial values, all the way to the moon’s orbit
and beyond. What is more, the moon has a gravitational pull of its own.
On the moon’s surface, that pull could be calculated to be just one-sixth of
the earth’s pull at its own surface.

Because it is by gravitational pull that the earth holds its atmosphere, and
because the extent and intensity of that pull were then known, it could be
shown clearly that the atmosphere is quite limited in extent and that al-
most all the stretch of space between the earth and the moon is vacuum.
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Furthermore, the moon’s comparatively feeble gravity is very unlikely to
hold much of an atmosphere, and that bolstered with logic the astronomi-
cal observations that showed the moon to be virtually without an atmo-
sphere.

The arguments in favor of a habitable and reachable moon thus van-
ished. If the seventeenth century was the Golden Age of moon flight, the
eighteenth century should, by rights, have seen an eclipse of that literary
genre. Why should anyone be interested in the idea of flight to a barren
rock—waterless, airless, lifeless?

It did not happen that way, however, for most of the tales of moon
flight before the days of Newton were not science fiction in the modern
sense but social satire. There had been no attempt, in describing the political
and social customs on the moon, to adapt them to the physical surround-
ings of that imaginary world. There seems to have been no consideration
of the possibility that lunar society, assuming such a thing existed, might be
utterly unrelated to that of the earth. No, indeed, lunar society, as de-
scribed, mirrored the earth’s. Its existence was designed to illuminate our
society. It served to magnify earthly faults or to exemplify virtues we
lacked—in either case, in order to shame us.

When it became clear that the moon could not possibly be inhabited by
any creatures we would recognize as similar to ourselves, the satirists
shrugged and went on with their work anyway. What difference did it
make if the world called the moon bore no relationship to the real moon at
all, so long as the satire remained useful ?

Jonathan Swift, in 1726, published his book Gulliver’s Travels, which
dealt with islands on the earth’s own surface on which six-inch-tall men
lived, with vast continents on which huge giants wandered, with lands
where dwelt intelligent talking horses, and with others over which a flying
rock hovered. These were all impossible, all known to be impossible, all
accepted as impossible at every point—but the accuracy and bitterness of
the social satire made the book (and has kept it) a classic.

Why should the moon not serve the same purpose as Swift’s Lilliput and
Brobdingnag? In the eighteenth century, therefore, moon-flight tales sur-
vived easily, but with their satire sharpened and the science reduced to a
vestige. Thus, “Captain Samuel Brunt,” in his Voyage to Cacklogallina, is
not bothered by the moon’s airlessness and uses fantasy freely. He even talks
of the earth’s «
after Newton’s great book. Morris, writing a quarter of a century later, notes

magnetic influences,” although the story appeared forty years

the moon’s long days and nights but not its lesser gravity. No one seemed
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to be concerned about how strong or weak the moon’s gravitational pull
might be.

Indeed, why limit to the moon these fanciful flights? In 1781, the Ger-
man-English astronomer William Herschel discovered a new planet, which
he named Georgium Sidus (“George’s Star”), in honor of George IIT of
Great Britain, from whom he expected (and later received) generous sup-
port. Eventually that grossly flattering name was dropped, and the new
planet was called Uranus.

In 1784, however, the planet’s existence was exploited for the sake of
social satire by an Englishman using the French nom-de-plume Vivenair.
After all, Georgium Sidus would do as well for the purpose as the moon.

To be sure, from the very first observations of the new planet, it was
clear that it was far beyond Saturn’s orbit, never closer to the earth than
1.6 billion miles, and therefore 6,400 times more distant than the moon.
But why need a satirist care about that? If one’s mythical astronauts are
heading for the moon, they can come across Georgium Sidus just as easily.

So well, indeed, did the satirists do their work, and so much better
known to the general public were their entertaining tales than the dry-as-
dust conclusions of astronomers, that to most lay people the moon re-
mained a habitable world, and one very likely to be inhabited. Indeed, this
unwillingness to accept demonstrated fact lasted well into the nineteenth
century and led to one of the most entertaining hoaxes in the history of
human folly.

In 1834, John Herschel (a son of the discoverer of Uranus and himself an
astronomer of note) traveled to the Cape of Good Hope in order to ob-
serve the southern stars with better instruments than had until then been
available. He expected to gain much data of interest to astronomers, but
nothing startling and certainly nothing that might be expected to fascinate
the general public.

While he was in South Africa, however, an American journalist pub-
lished a series of articles in the New York Suz purporting to describe a
telescope of unprecedented power, designed and built by Herschel, with
which he had observed the moon in great detail, having even been able to
make out individual structures and living beings upon it.

The public fell for the tale in masses and hordes. Very few spotted it as a
fraud (one of those who did was the fledgling writer Edgar Allan Poe),
and it seemed to bother no one that the reports were riddled with astro-
nomical fallacies. The New York Sun sold in tremendous quantities to a
feverishly excited public for the duration of the hoax.
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Yet a new age was dawning, and true science fiction was on the verge of
being born. Edgar Allan Poe, for example, wrote several stories in which
he was much more interested in using authentic science as a background
for fiction than in manufacturing social satire. These, however, were over-
shadowed by his much more successful horror stories. The nineteenth-
century writer could not ignore scientific advances. Poe used a balloon to
carry his astronaut to the moon in “Hans Phaall,” whereas, in The Great
Steam-Duck, what is essentially a steam-driven airplane is used.

It fell to the French writer Jules Verne to popularize true science fiction.
In 1865, for instance, his From the Earth to the Moon was published. The
focus of the story was the trip itself. Verne did not care that the moon was
uninhabited; he did not even bother to have his heroes land on the moon.
It was space flight, the effects on the astronauts, what they could see and
feel, that interested him.

And this changed everything. While social satire still exists in science
fiction (consider Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World), it is no longer in
the mainstream of that field.

In this volume, then, we have a generous selection of writings on space
flight published after Galileo and before Jules Verne—a two-century period
in which something that resembled science fiction was used largely as a
vehicle for social satire. Its fascination to those who tbday are interested in
astronomy, in space flight, in science fiction should be analogous to the
fascination that primitive cultures hold for those interested in psychology
and sociology.









FRANCIS GODWIN

From 7%e Man in the Moone, or A
Discourse of a Foyage Thither by Domingo
Gonsales The Speedy Messenger (1638)

[As Isaac Asimov has pointed out, men have dreamed of flying for
thousands of years, and, according to mythology, a few men have
actually attempted it, usually by trying to emulate the flight of birds.
But it was not until Galileo refined the telescope in 1609 and turned
his instrument upon the moon that men began once again to con-
sider flying as a real possibility. The first work to capitalize on the
revival of popular interest in moon flight was Francis Godwin’s The
Man in the Moone, or A Discourse of a Voyage T hither by Domingo
Gonsales The Speedy Messenger, a tale of fantasy and satire sprinkled
with science, first published in London in 1638.

Godwin was not a scientist by profession but a man of the cloth.
Born in 1562, he was educated at Christ Church College of Oxford
University. In 1601 he published his well-received Catalogue of the
Bishops of England. Perhaps in recognition of his achievement,
Queen Elizabeth appointed him Bishop of Llardoff and later Bishop
of Hereford.

The Man in the Moone was not published until five years after
Godwin’s death in 1633, and it was issued anonymously. That God-
win chose to withhold publication during his lifetime and sought to
conceal his authorship even afterward is not surprising in view of his
position in the Anglican church and his reputation as a historian.
He may well have been reluctant to put his name to so frivolous and
possibly even blasphemous a tale. This view is implied in the Epistle
to the work, which was purportedly written by “EM.” (Edward
Mahon), a colleague of Godwin’s. (“E.M.” may be a pseudonym
used by Godwin himself.) The Epistle points out that Columbus met
scorn at first and asks the reader to refrain from ridicule until he has
given the “speedy messenger” a hearing.

3



Francis Godwin

At the time Godwin’s story was being written, the study of nature
and the universe was passing into the hands of experimental scien-
tists, and attacks on abstract, Aristotelian theories were becoming
frequent and vigorous. For centuries men had accepted Prolemy’s
view of the cosmos, which placed the earth in the center of the uni-
verse, with the sun and stars revolving about it. Theologians as well
as Aristotelian philosophers had readily accepted this theory, at-
tempting to make it agree with the Biblical account of the Creation.
In 1543, the Copernican theory appeared, challenging Ptolemy by
claiming that the earth rotated upon its axis and that the sun was in
the center of the universe. Scientists and theologians alike regarded
the work as mere speculation; it was not until 1614, when Galileo
claimed that his observations supported Copernican theory, that con-
troversy arose. Godwin was certainly familiar with Copernicus’s
work and even had his fictional narrator support portions of Coperni-
can theory (although Godwin the churchman could not go so far as
to have Gonsales believe that the earth revolved around the sun).

In Godwin’s story, Gonsales is a shipwrecked mariner who, while
waiting for a ship to take him back to his native Spain, spends his
time in training birds, which he calls gansas, to carry him into the
air. Unlike Daedalus, Icarus, and other early mythical travelers,
Gonsales does not attempt to fly by flapping his arms or building wing-
like extensions onto his body but uses actual birds to pull him aloft.
Godwin’s suggestion that man might be carried into space by means
other than the power of his own body inspired at least one scientist.
John Wilkins, author of The Discovery of a New World, supposedly
added his “A Discourse Concerning the Possibility of a Passage
Thither,” which introduces a mechanical chariot, to the 1640 edition
of his work after having read Godwin’s book.

Some of the ideas expressed by Gonsales were no doubt based on
the scientific knowledge and theories of the day, but many were the
product of Godwin’s fertile imagination. He writes of a flying de-
vice not unlike the helicopter and airplane, an instrument to send
and receive messages that brings to mind the telegraph, and another
instrument similar to the telephone. His description of his feeling
of weightlessness while traveling at great speed and of the atmo-
sphere he passes through, the brightness of the stars, and the view
of the earth from outer space is not unlike the reports of pioneer
space travelers of the twentieth century.

Gonsales’s world on the moon is Utopia, a satirical reverse image
of the imperfect society of early seventeenth-century England. On
the moon there is no war or hunger; man is monogamous, faithful
at all times to his wife; cures exist for every illness and injury; and
all men live in perfect harmony. Moon society is stratified by height,
not by money. The monarch, Irdonozur, is the tallest of all moon-
dwellers. It is not only height that gives tall lunars the right to rule
but intelligence and age as well. The taller a lunar is, the more in-
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telligent he is and the longer he lives. Learning is held in very high
esteem, and those who lie and cheat are severely punished.

Contrary to Godwin’s expectations, the tale of Domingo Gonsales’s
moon voyage became very popular. It was reprinted, according to
varying estimates, from twenty to twenty-five times during the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries and was also translated into French,
Dutch, and German. Both Edgar Allan Poe and Jules Verne read
the work in its French translation and believed, as did many others,
that the original was written by a Frenchman. Still others credited
it to a Spaniard because of the narrator’s name.

In 1656, Domingo Gonsales reappeared, this time as a character
in Cyrano de Bergerac’s The Comical History of the States and Em-
pires of the World of the Moon, reprinted in this volume. Many of
the phenomena suggested by Godwin, such as an edible leaf and a
language based on tunes, are found on Cyrano’s moon as well.
Gonsales and his gansas were mentioned in poems by Samuel Butler
and William Merton, among others, and played roles in Thomas
D'Urfey’s comic opera Wonders in the Sun (1706) and in Aphra
Behn’s play The Emperor of the Moon (1687).

The text reprinted here is from the extremely rare first edition
(1638), of which only four copies are believed to exist. The copy used
is in the Lammot du Pont, Jr., Collection of Aeronautics in the Eleu-
therian Mills Historical Library, Greenville, Wilmington, Delaware. ]

The Epistle to the Reader

Tis fit thou allow him a liberty of conceite; where thou takest to thy self
a liberty of judgment. In substance thou hast here a new discovery of a new
world, which perchance may finde little better entertainment in thy
opinion, than that of Columbus at first, in the esteeme of all men. Yet his
than but poore espiall of America, betray’d unto knowledge soe much as
hath since encreast into a vaste plantation. And the then unknowne, to be
now of as large extent as all other the knowne world.

That there should be Antipodes was once thought as great a Paradox as
now that the Moon should bee habitable. But the knowledge of this may
seeme more properly reserv'd for this our discovering age: In which our
Galilaeusses, can by advantage of their spectacles gaze the Sunne into spots,
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Frontispiece of the 1768 edition of The Man in the Moone, retitled The Strange
Voyage and Adventures of Domingo Gonsales to the World in the Moon. The
engraving shows Gonsales en route to his lunar destination. The figures around him
are the devils that attacked him while he was in the “middle region.”
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& descry mountaines in the Moon. But this, and more in the ensuing dis-
course I leave to thy candid censure, & the faithfull relations of the little
eye-witnesse, our great discoverer.

EM.

The Man in the Moone

It is well enough and sufficiently knowne to all the countries of Anda-
luzia, that I Domingo Gonsales, was borne of Noble parentage, and that in
the renowned City of Sivill, to wit in the yeare 1552, my Fathers name
being Therrancio Gonsales, (that was neere kinsman by the mothers side
unto Don Pedro Sanchez that worthy Count of Almenara,) and as for my
Mother, she was the daughter of the Reverend and famous Lawyer, Otho
Perez de Sallaveda, Governour of Barcellona, and Corrigidor of Biscaia:
being the youngest of 17 Children they had, I was put to schoole, and in-
tended by them unto the Church. But our Lord purposing to use my ser-
vice in matters of farre other nature and quality, inspired me with spending
sometime in the warres.! It was at the time that Don Ferrando, the Noble
and thrice renowned Duke D’Alva? was sent into the Low Countries, viz.
the yeare of Grace 1568. I then following the current of my foresaid desire,
leaving the Universitie of Salamanca, (whither my Parents had sent mee)
without giving knowledge unto any of my dearest friends, got mee through
France, unto Antwerp, where in the moneth of June 1569, I arrived in
something poore estate. For having sold my Bookes and Bedding, with
such other stuffe as I had, which happily yeelded me some 30 duckats and
borrowed of my Fathers friends some 20 more, I brought mee a little nagge
with which I travelled more thriftily than young Gentlemen are wont
ordinarily to doe; Untill at last arriving within a league of Antwerp, cer-
taine of the cursed Geuses® set upon mee, and bereaved me of Horse,
monie, and all: Whereupon I was faine (through want and necessitie,) to

1The wars referred to were, no doubt, the civil wars in France and the Low Countries in
which Spain fought to preserve Catholicism against the Huguenots and the Calvinists, re-
spectively.

2 The Duke of Alva, often referred to as the “Iron Duke,” was Philip II of Spain’s most
trusted commander. When the Calvinists in the Low Countries threatened to overthrow
Philip’s Catholic rule, he dispatched the Duke and ten thousand soldiers to stop the insurrec-
tion.

3 The Guises, princes of Lorraine, represented fanatical Catholicism in France. In their
desire to rid the country of the Huguenots, they brought about a civil war in which Philip
II of Spain came to the aid of the Catholics and Queen Elizabeth of England supported the
Huguenots. The men who attacked Gonsales might have mistaken him, because of his
rather shabby attire, for an insignificant traveler rather than an ally.
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enter into the service of Marshal Cofsey a French Nobleman, whom I
served truly in honourable place, although mine enemies gave it out to my
disgrace that I was his horse-keepers boy. But for that matter I shall referre
my selfe unto the report of the Count Mansfield? Mounsieur Tavier* and
other men of knowne worth and estimation; who have often testified unto
many of good credit yet living, the very truth in that behalfe, which indeed
is this, that Mounsieur Cossey, who about that time had been sent Embas-
sador unto the Duke D’Alva, Governour of the Low Countries, he I say,
understanding the Nobility of my birth, and my late misfortune; thinking
it would bee no small honour to him, to have a Spanyard of that qualitie
about him, furnished mee with horse, armour, and whatsoever I wanted,
using my service in nothing so much (after once I had learned the French
tongue) as writing his Letters, because my hand indeed was then very
faire. In the time of warre, if upon necessitie I now and then dressed mine
owne Horse, it ought not to be cast in my teeth, seeing I hold it the part of
a Gentleman for setting forward the service of his Prince, to submit him-
selfe unto the vilest office. The first expedition I was in, was against the
Prince of Orange,® at what time the Marshall my friend aforesaid, met him
making a roade into France, and putting him to flight, chafed him even
unto the walls of Cambray. It was my good hap at that time to defeat a
horseman of the enemy, by killing his Horse with my pistoll, which falling
upon his leg, so as he could not stirre, hee yeelded himselfe to my mercie;
but I knowing mine owne weaknesse of bodie, and seeing him a lustie tall
fellow, thought it my surest way to dispatch him, which having done, 1
rifled him of a chaine, monie, and other things to the value of 200 ducats:
no sooner was that money in my purse, but I began to resume the remem-
brance of my nobilitie, and giving unto Monsieur Cossey the Besa Los
Manos [obeisance], I got my selfe immediately unto the Dukes court,
where were divers of my kindred, that (now they saw my purse full of
good Crownes) were ready enough to take knowledge of mee; by their
meanes | was received into pay, and in processe of time obtained a good
degree of favour with the Duke, who sometimes would jeast a little more
broadly at my personage than I could well brook. For although I must
acknowledge my stature to be so little, as no man there is living I thinke
lesse, yet in as much as it was the work of God and not mine, hee ought

4 Peter Ernst, Fiirst von Mansfeld, who was governor of Luxembourg, led his troops to the
aid of the Catholics in France.

5 Gaspard de Saulx Tavannes, governor of Provence and marshal of France, was very repres-
sive in his dealings with the Huguenots.

6 William of Orange, a member of the Council of State in the Low Countries, led the in-
surgents against the established (Catholic) rule.
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not to have made that a meanes to dishonour Gentleman with all. And
tho things which have happened unto mee, may bee an example, that great
and wonderfull things may be performed by most unlikely bodies, the
mind be good, and the blessing of our Lord doe second and follow the
endeavours of the same. Well. howsoever the Dukes merriments went
against my stomacke, I framed my selfe the best I could to dissemble my
discontent, and by such my patience accomodating my selfe also unto some
other his humors, so won his favour, as at his departure home into Spaine,
(whither I attended him) the Year 1573 by his favour and some other ac-
cidents, (I will say nothing of my owne industry, wherein I was not want-
ing to my selfe) I was able to carry home in my purse the value of 3000
Crownes. At my returne home my Parents, that were marvellously dis-
pleased with my departure, received mee with great joy: and the rather, for
that they saw I brought with mee meanes to maintaine my self without
their charge, having a portion sufficient of mine owne, so that they needed
not to desalk [take away] any thing from my brethren or sisters for my
setting up. But fearing I would spend it as lightly as 1 got it they did never
leave opportuning mee, till I must needs marry the daughter of a Porrugars
a Merchant of Lisbon, a man of great wealth and dealings, called Jokn
Figueres. Therein I satishied their desire, and putting not onely my mar-
riage money, but also a good part of mine owne Stock into the hands of my
father in Law, or such as hee wished mee unto, I lived in good sort. even
like a Gentleman, with great content for divers yeares. At last 1t fell out,
that some disagreement happened between me and one Pedro Delgades a
Gentleman of my kinne, the causes whereof are needlesse to be related, but
so farre this dissention grew betweene us. as when no mediation of friends
could appease the same. into the field wee went together alone with our
Rapiers, where my chance was to kill him, being a man of great strength,
and tall stature. But what I wanted of him in strength, I supplied with
courage, and my nimblenesse more then countervailed his stature. This fact
being committed in Carmona, I fled with all the speed I could to Lisbone,
thinking to lurke with some friend of my Father in-lawes, till the matter
might bee compounded, and a course taken for a sentence of Acquittall by
consent of the prosecutors. This matter fell out in the Yeare 1596, even at
that time that a certaine great Count of ours came home from the West-
Indies, in triumphant manner, boasting and spending out his declarations
in print, of a great victory hee had obtained against the English, neere the
Isle of Pines. Whereas the truth is, he got of the English nothing at all in
that Voyage, but blowes and a great losse.

Would to God that lying and Vanitie had beene all the faults he had: his
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covetousnesse was like to bee my utter undoing, although since it hath
proved a meanes of eternizing my name for ever with all Posteritie, (I
verily hope) and to the unspeakeable good of all mortall men, that in suc-
ceeding ages the world shall have if at the leastwise it may please God that
I doe returne safe home againe into my Countrie, to give perfect instruc-
tions how those admirable devices, and past all credit of possibilitie, which
I have light upon, may be imparted unto publique use. You shal then see
men to flie from place to place in the ayre; you shall be able, (without
moving or travailing of any creature,) to send messages in an instant many
Miles oft, and receive answer againe immediately; you shall bee able to de-
clare your minde presently unto your friend, being in some private and
remote place of a populous Citie, with a number of such like things: but
that which far surpasseth all the rest, you shall have notice of a new World,
of many most rare and incredible secrets of Nature, that all the Philoso-
phers of former ages could never so much as dreame off. But I must be
advised, how I be over-liberall, in publishing these wonderfull mysteries,
till the Sages of our State have considered how farre the use of these
things may stand with the Policy and good government of our Countrey,
as also with the Fathers of the Church, how the publication of them, may
not prove prejudiciall to the affaires of the Catholique faith and Religion,
which I am taught (by those wonders I have seen above any mortall man
that hath lived in many ages past) with all my best endeavours to advance,
without all respect of temporall good, and soe I hope I shall.

But to goe forward with my narration, so it was that the bragging Cap-
taine above named, made shew of great discontentment, for the death of
the said Delgades, who was indeed some kinne unto him. Howbeit hee
would have been intreated, so that I would have given him no lesse than
1000. Ducats (for his share) to have put up his Pipes [been quiet], and sur-
ceased all suite in his Kinsmans behalfe; T had by this time (besides a wife)
two sonnes whom I liked not to beggar by satistying the desire of this
covetous braggart and the rest, and therefore constrained of necessity to
take another course, I put my selfe in a good Caricke® that went for the
East Indies, taking with me the worth of 2000. Ducats to traffique withall,
being yet able to leave so much more for the estate of my wife and chil-
dren, whatsoever might become of me, and the goods I carried with me.
In the Indies 1 prospered exceeding well, bestowing my stocke in Jewells,
namely, for the most part in Diamonds, Emeraulds, and great Pearle; of
which I had such peniworths, as my stocke being safely returned into

7 A very large, heavy, well-armed merchant ship that could carry several hundred passengers.
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Spaine, (so I heard it was) must needs yeeld ten for one. But my selfe upon
my way homeward soone after we had doubled the East of Buena
Speranza [the Cape of Good Hope], fell grievously sicke for many daies,
making account by the same sicknesse to end my life, as undoubtedly I
had done, had we not (even then as we did) recovered that same blessed
Isle of S. Hellens, the only paradice, I thinke, that the earthi);eeldeth, of the
healthfulnesse of the Aire there, the fruitfulnesse of the soile, and the abun-
dance of all manner of things necessary for sustaining the life of man, what
should T speake, seeing there is scant a boy in all Spaine, that hath not
heard of the fame? I cannot but wonder, that our King in his wisdome
hath not thought fit to plant a Colony, and to fortifie in it, being a place so
necessary for refreshing of all travaillers out of the Indies, so as it is hardly
possible to make a Voyage thence, without touching there.

It is situate in the Altitude of 16. degrees to the South, and is about 3.
leagues® in compasse, having no firme land or continent within 300.
leagues, nay not so much as an Island within 100. leagues of the same, so
that it may seeme a miracle of Nature, that out of so huge and tempestuous
an Ocean, such a little peece of ground should arise and discover it selfe.
Upon the South side there is a very good harborough, and neere unto the
same divers edifices built by the Portingals [Portuguese| to entertaine
passengers, amongst the which there is a pretty Chappell handsomly beauti-
fied with a Tower, having a faire Bell in the same. Neere unto this housing
there is a pretty Brooke of excellent fresh water, divers faire walkes made
by hand, and set along upon both sides, with fruit-Trees, especially
Oranges, Limmons, Pomgranats, Almonds, and the like which beare Fruit
all the yeare long, as doe also the fig-Trees, Vines, Peare-Trees, (whereof
there are divers sorts,) Palmitos, Cocos, Olives, Plumms; . . . as for Ap-
ples I dare say there are none at all; of garden Hearbs there is good store,
as of Parsely, Cole-worts [kale], Rosemary, Mellons, Gourds, Lettice, and
the like; Corne likewise growing of it selfe, incredible plenty, as Wheate,
Pease, Barley . . . but chiefly it aboundeth with Cattell, and Fowle, as
Goates, Swine, Sheepe, and Horses, Partridges, wilde Hens, Phesants,
Pigeons, and wild Fowle, beyond all credit; especially there are to be seene
about the Moneths of February, and March, huge flocks of a certaine kinde
of wild Swans (of which I shall have cause heerafter to speake more) that
like unto our Cuckoes, and Nightingales, at a certaine season of the yeare,
doe vanish away, and are no more to be seene.

On this blessed Island did they set mee ashore with a Negro to attend

8 A league is presently equivalent to three miles, though it has varied in different periods of
history and from country to country.
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me, where, praised bee God, I recovered my health, and continued there
for the space of one whole yeare, solacing my selfe (for lacke of humane
society) with Birds, and brute beasts, as for Diego (so was the Blackmoore
called,) he was constrained to live at the West end of the Island in a Cave.
Because being alwayes together, victuals would not have fallen out so
plenty: if the Hunting or Fowling of the one had suceded well, the other
would finde means to invite him, but if it were scant with both, we were
faine both to bestirre our selves; marry that fell out very seldome, for that
no creature there doe any whit more feare a man, then they doe a Goate or
a Cow; by reason thereof I found meanes easily to make tame divers sorts
both of Birds and Beasts, which T did in short time, onely by muzzeling
them, so as till they came either unto me, or else Diego, they could not
feede. At first I tooke great pleasure in a kinde of Partridges, of which 1
made great use, as also of a tame Fox I had. For whensoever I had any
occasion to conferre with Diego, I would take me one of them, being
hungry, and tying a note about his necke, beat him from me, whereupon
strait they would away to the Cave of Diego, and if they found him not
there, still would beat up and downe all the West end of the Island, il
they had hunted him out; yet this kinde of conveyance not being without
some-inconvenience needlesse heere to be recited; after a certaine space I
perswaded Diego (who though he were a fellow of good parts, was ever
content to be ruled by me,) to remove his habitation unto a promontory
or cape upon the North West part of the Island, being though a league off,
yet within sight of my house and Chappell and then, so long as the weather
was faire, we could at all times by signalls, declare our minds each to other
in an instant, either by night, or by day; which was a thing I tooke great
pleasure in.

If in the night season 1 would signifie any thing to him, I used to set up
a light in the Tower or place where our bell hung: It is a pretty large
roome, having a faire window well glased, and the walls within being
plaistered, were exceeding white; by reason thereof, though the light were
but small it gave a great shew, as also it would have done much further off
if need had beene. This light after I had let stand some halfe houre, I used
to cover: and then if I saw any signall of light againe from my companion
at the cape, 1 knew that he waited for my notice, which perceiving, by
hiding and shewing my light, according to a certaine rule and agreement
between us, I certified him at pleasure what I list: The like course I tooke
in the day to advertise him of my pleasure, sometimes by smoake; some-
times by dust, sometimes by a more refined and more effectual way.

But this Art containeth more mysteries then are to be set downe in few
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words: Hereafter I will perhaps afford a discourse for it of purpose, assur-
ing my selfe that it may prove exceedingly profitable unto mankind, being
rightly used and well imployed: for that which a messenger cannot per-
forme in many dayes, this may dispatch in a peece of an houre. Well, 1
notwithstanding after a while grew weary of it, as being too painfull for
me, and betook me againe to my winged messengers.

Upon the Sea shore, especially about the mouth of our River, I found
great store of a certain kinde of wild Swan (before mentioned) feeding al-
most altogether upon the prey, and (that which is somewhat strange,)
partly of Fish, partly of Birds, having (which is also no lesse strange) one
foote with Clawes, talons, and pounces, like an Eagle, and the other whole
like a Swan or water fowle. These birds using to breed there in infinite
numbers, I tooke some 30. or 40. young ones of them, and bred them up by
hand partly for my recreation, partly also as having in my head some rudi-
ments of that device, which afterward I put in practise. These being strong
and able to continue a great flight, I taught them first to come at call af-
farre off, not using any noise but onely the shew of a white Cloth. . . .
It were a wonder to tell what trickes I had taught them, by that time they
were a quarter old; amongst other things I used them by little and little to
fly with burthens, wherein I found them able above all credit, and brought
them to that passe, as that a white sheet being displayed unto them by
Diego upon the side of a hill, they would carry from me unto him, Bread,
flesh, or any other thing I list to send, and upon the like call returne unto
mee againe.

Having prevailed thus farre, I began to cast in my head how I might doe
to joyne a number of them together in bearing of some great burthen:
which if I could bring to passe, I might enable a man to fly and be carried
in the ayre, to some certaine place safe and without hurt. In this cogitation
having much laboured my wits, and made some triall, I found by experi-
ence, that if many were put to the bearing of one great burthen, by reason
it was not possible all of them should rise together just in one instant, the
first that raised himselfe upon his wings finding himselfe stayed by a
weight heavier than hee could move or stirre, would by and by give over,
as also would the second, third, and all the rest. I devised (therefore) at
last a meanes how each of them might rise carrying but his owne propor-
tion of weight only, and it was thus.

I fastned about every one of my Gansas® a little pulley of Corke, and
putting a string through it of meetly [suitable] length, I fastened the one

9 Godwin’s name for the wild swans described above.
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end thereof unto a blocke almost of eight Pound weight, unto the other
end of the string I tied a [weight of] some twe Pound, which being done,
and causing the signall to be erected, they presently rose all (being 4 in
number,) and carried away my blocke unto the place appointed. This
falling out according to my hope and desire, I made proofe afterwards, but
using the help of 2. or 3. birds more, in a Lamb, whose happinesse I much
envied, that he should be the first living creature to take possession of such
a device.

As last after divers tryalls I was surprized with a great longing, to cause
my selfe to be carried in the like sort. Diego my Moore was likewise pos-
sessed with the same desire, and but that otherwise I loved him well, and
had need of his helpe, I should have taken that his ambitious affection in
very evill part: for I hold it farre more honour to have been the first flying
man, then to bee another Neptune that first adventured to sayle upon the
Sea. Howbeit not seeming to take notice of the marke hee aymed at, 1
cnely told him (which also I take to be true) that all my Gansa’s were not
of sufficient strength to carry him, being a man, though of no great stature,
yet twice my weight at least. So upon a time having provided all things
necessary, I placed my selfe with all my trinckets, upon the top of a rocke
at the Rivers mouth, and putting my selfe at full Sea upon an Engine (the
description whereof ensueth) I caused Diego to advance his Signall: where-
upon my Birds presently arose, 25 in number, and carried mee over lustily
to the other rocke on the other side, being about a Quarter of a league.

The reason why I chose that time and place, was that I thought some-
what might perchance fall out in this enterprise contrary to my expectation,
in which case I assured my selfe the worst that could bee, was but to fall
into the water, where being able to swim well, I hoped to receive little or
no hurt in my fal. But when I was once over in safety, O how did my
heart even swell with joy and admiration of mine owne invention! How
often did I wish my selfe in the midst of Spaine, that speedily I might fill
the world with the fame of my glory and renowne? Every hower wished
I with great longing for the Indian Fleet to take mee home with them, but
they stayed (by what mischance I know not) 3 Moneths beyond the ac-
customed time.

At last they came being in number 3 Carickes sore weather-beaten, their
people being for the most part sick and exceedingly weak, so as they were
constrained to refresh themselves in our Island one whole moneth.

The Captaine of our Admirall was called Alphonso de Xima, a Valiant
man, wise, and desirous of renowne, and worthy [of| better fortune then
afterward befell him. Unto him I opened the device of my Gansa’s, well
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knowing how impossible it were otherwise to perswade him to take in so
many Birds into the Ship, that would bee more troublesome (for the
nicenesse of provision to be made for them,) then so many men; Yet I
adjured him by all manner of Oaths, and perswasions, to afford mee both
true dealing, and secrecy. Of the last I doubted not much, as assuring my
selfe, he would not dare to impart the device to any other, before our King
were acquainted with it. Of the first I feared much more, namely, lest
Ambition, and the desire of drawing unto himselfe the honour of such an
invention, should cause him to make mee away; yet I was forced to run the
hazard, except I would adventure the losse of my Birds, the like whereof
for my purpose were not to be had in all Christendome. . . . Well, that
doubt in proofe fell out to be causeless: the man I thinke was honest of
himselfe: but had he dealt treacherously with me, I had laid a plot for the
discovery of him, as he might easily judge I would, which peradventure
somewhat moved him, yet God knowes how he might have used me, before
my arrivall in Spaine, if in the meane course wee had not been intercepted,
as you shall heare. Upon Thursday the 21. of June, to wit in the yeare, 1599.
wee set saile towards Spaine, I having allowed me a very convenient Cabin
for my Birds, and stowage also for mine Engine, which the Captaine
would have had me leave behinde me, and it is a mervaile [ had not, but my
good fortune therein saved my life, and gave me that which I esteeme more
then an hundred lives, if I had them: for thus it fell out, after 2. moneths
saile, we encountered with a fleet of the English, some 10. leagues from the
Island of Tenerik [Tenerife] one of the Canaries, which is famous through
the World, for a Hill upon the same called e/ Pico [Pico de Teide, a vol-
canic peak 12,000 feet high] that is to be discerned and kenned upon the
Sea no lesse then 100. leagues off. We had aboord us 5. times the number of
people that they had; we were well provided of munition, and our men in
good health. Yet seeing them disposed to fight, and knowing what infinite
riches wee carried with us, we thought it a wiser way to fly, if we might,
then by encountring a company of dangerous fellowes to hazard not onely
our owne lives, (which a man of valour in such a case esteemeth not) but
the estates of many poore Merchants, who I am affraid were utterly undone
by miscarriage of that businesse. Our fleete then consisted of 5 sayle, to wit,
3. Carickes, a Barke, and a Caravell,’ that comming from the Isle of Saint
Thomas, had (in an evill houre for him) overtaken us some few dayes
before.

The English had 3. Ships very well appointed, and no sooner spied, but
they began to play for us, and changing their course, as wee might well

10 A small, fast vessel.



16 Francis Godwin

perceive, endeavoured straight way to bring us under their lee,* which
they might well doe (as the wind stood) especially being light nimble
vessells, and yare of Sayle [maneuverable], as for the most part all the
English shipping is, whereas ours was heavy, deepe laden, foule with the
Sea: our Captaine therefore resolved peradventure wisely enough (but I
am sure neither valiantly, nor fortunately) to flie, commanding us to dis-
perse our selves: the Caravell by reason of too much hast fell foule upon
one of the Carickes, and bruised her so, as one of the English that had
undertaken her, easily fetcht her up and entred her: as for the caravell shee
sanke immediately in the sight of us all. The Barke (for ought I could per-
ceive) no man making after her, escaped unpursued; and another of our
carickes after some chase, was given over by the English, that making ac-
count to finde a booty good enough of us, and having us betweene them
and their third companion, made upon us with might and maine. Where-
fore our Captaine that was aboord us, gave direction to runne aland upon
the Isle, the Port whereof we could not recover, saying that hee hoped to
save some of the goods, and some of our lives, and the rest he had rather
should bee lost, then commit all to the mercy of the enemie. When I heard
of that resolution, seeing the Sea to worke high, and knowing all the coast
to bee full of blind Rockes, and Shoales, so as our Vessell might not pos-
sibly come neere land, before it must needs be rent in a thousand peeces,
I went unto the Capraine, shewing him the desperateness of the course hee
intended, wishing him rather to trie the mercy of the enemie, then so to
cast away himselfe, and so many brave men: but hee would not heare me
by any meanes; whereupon discerning it to be high time to shift for my
selfe, first, I sought out my Box or little Casket of stones, and having put it
into my sleeve, I then betooke me of my Gansa’s, put them upon my
Engine, and my selfe upon it, trusting (as indeed it happily fell out) that
when the Shippe would split, my Birds, although they wanted their
Signall, of themselves, and for safegard of their owne lives (which nature
hath taught every living creature to preserve to their power) would make
towards the Land; which fell out well (I thanke God,) according to mine
expectation. The people of our Ship mervailed about what I went, none of
them being acquainted with the use of my Birds, but the Captaine, for
Diego was in the Rosaria, the Ship that fled away unpursued, (as before I
told you:) some halfe a league we were from the Land, when our Carick
strake upon a Rocke, and split immediately: whereupon I let loose unto my
Birds the raines, having first placed my selfe upon the highest of the
Decke: and with the shock they all arose, carrying mee fortunately unto

11 That is, to a position such that the wind would blow from the English to them.
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the Land, . . . but a pittifull sight it was unto me, to behold my friends and
acquaintance in that miserable distresse of whom (notwithstanding) many
escaped better then they had any reason to hope for. For the Englisk launch-
ing out their cockboates [tenders], like men of more noble, and generous
disposition then wee are pleased to esteeme them. taking compassion upon
them, o helpe such as had any meanes to save themselves from the furie
of the waves and that even with their owne danger: amongst many, they
tooke up our Captaine, who . . . having put himselfe into his Cock with
12. others, was induced to veeld himselfe unto one Captaine Rymundo,
who carried him together with our Pilote along in their voyage with them.
being bound for the East Indies: but their hard hap [luck] was by a breach
of the Sea neere the cape of Buona Esperanca [Good Hope]. to be swal-
lowed of the mercilesse Waves, whose fury a little before they had so
hardly escaped. The rest of them (as I likewise heard) and they were in all
some 26. persons that they took into their ship, they set them a land soone
after at Cape Verde.

As for my selfe, being now a shore in a Country inhabited for the most
part by Spaniards, 1 reckoned my selfe in safety. Howbeit I quickly found
the reckoning, I so made, mine Host had not beene acquainted with all; for
it was my chance to pitch upon thar part of the Isle. where the hill before
mentioned, beginneth to rise. And it is inhabited by a Savage kinde of peo-
ple, that live upon the sides of that hill. the top whereof is alwayes covered
with Snow, and held for the monstrous height and steepnesse not to be ac-
cessible either for man or beast, Howbeit these Savages fearing the Span-
tards, (betweene whom and them there is a kinde of continuall warre)
hold themselves as neere the top of that hill as they can, where they have
divers places of good strength, never comming downe into the fruitfull
Valleys, but to prev upon what they can finde there. It was the chance of a
company of them to espie mee within some howers space after my Land-
ing: They thinking they had light upon a booty, made towards mee with
all the speed they could, but not so privily as that I could not perceive their
purpose before they came neere to me by halfe a Quarter of a League:
seeing them come downe the side of a Hill with great speed directly to-
wards mee, divers of them carrving Long Staves, besides other weapons,
which because of their distance from mee I might not discerne. I thought
it high time to bestirre mee, and shift for my selfe, and by all meanes, to
keepe my selfe out of the fingers of such slaves, who had they caught mee,
for the hatred they beare to us Spaniards, had surely hewed me all o
peeces.

The Country in that place was bare, without the coverture of any wood:
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But the mountaine before spoken of, beginning even there to lift up itselfe,
I espied in the side of the same a white cliffe, which I trusted my Gansa’s
would take for a signall, and being put off, would make all that way,
whereby 1 might quickly bee carried so farre, as those barbarous Cullions
[knaves| should not be able to overtake mee, before I had recovered the
dwelling of some Spaniard, or at least-wise might have time to hide my
selfe from them, till that in the night, by helpe of the starres, I might guide
my selfe toward Las Loeguna, the City of that Island, which was about
one league off, as I thinke. Wherefore with all the celeritie that might be
I put my selfe upon mine Engine, and let loose the raines unto my Gansa’s.
It was my good fortune that they tooke all one way, although not just that
way I aymed at. But what then. O Reader, . . . prepare thy selfe unto the
hearing of the strangest Chance that ever happened to any mortall man,
and that I know thou wilt not have the Grace to beleeve, till thou seest it
seconded with Iteration of Experiments in the like, as many a one, I trust,
thou mayest in short time; My Gansa's, like so many horses that had
gotten the bitt betweene their teeth, made . . . not towards the cliffe I
aymed at, although I used my wonted meanes to direct the Leader of the
flocke that way, but with might and maine tooke up towards the top of
El Pico, and did never stay till they came there, a place where they say
never man came before, being in all estimation at least 15 leagues in height
perpendicularly upward, above the ordinary levell of the Land and Sea.

What manner of place I found there, I should gladly relate unto you,
but that I make hast to matters of farre greater Importance. There when
I was set downe, I saw my poore Gansa’s, fall to panting and blowing,
gaping for breath, as if they would all presently have died: wherefore I
thought it not good to trouble them a while, forbearing to draw them in,
(which they never wont to indure without strugling) and little expecting
that which followed.

It was now the season that these Birds were wont to take their flight
away, as our Cuckoes and swallowes doe in Spaine towards the Autumne.
They (as after I perceived) mindfull of their usual voyage, even as I began
to settle my selfe for the taking of them in, as it were with one consent,
rose up, and having no other place higher to make toward, to my un-
speakeable feare and amazement strooke bolt upright, and never did linne
[lean] towring upward, and still upward for the space, as I might guesse,
of one whole hower; toward the end of which time, mee thought I might
perceive them to labour lesse and lesse; till at length, O incredible thing,
they forbare moving any thing at al! and yet remained unmoveable, as
stedfastly, as if they had beene upon so many perches; the Lines slacked;



The Man in the Moone 19

neither I, nor the Engine moved at all, but abode still as having no man-
ner of weight.

I found then by this Experience that which no Philosopher ever dreamed
of, to wit, that those things which wee call heavie, do not sinke toward the
Center of the Earth, as their naturall place, but as drawen by a secret prop-
erty of the Globe of the Earth, or rather some thing with in the same, in
like sort as the Loadstone draweth Iron, being within the compasse of the
beames attractive.

For though it bee true that there they could abide unmoved without the
proppe or sustentation of any corporall thing other then the ayre, as easily
and quietly as a fish in the middle of the water, yet forcing themselves
never so little, it is not possible to imagine with what swiftnesse and celeri-
tie they were carried, and whether it were upward, downward, or sidelong,
all was one. Truly I must confesse, the horror and amazement of that place
was such, as if I had not been armed with a true Spanish courage and reso-
lution, I must needs have died there with very feare.

But the next thing that did most trouble me, was the swiftnesse of Mo-
tion, such as did even almost stop my breath; If T should liken it to an
Arrow out of a Bow, or to a stone cast downe from the top of some high
tower, it would come farre short, and short.

An other thing there was exceeding, and more then exceeding, trouble-
some unto mee, and that was the Illusions of Devills and wicked spirits,
who, the first day of my arrivall, came about mee in great numbers, carry-
ing the shapes and likenesse of men and women, wondring at mee like so
many Birds about an Owle, and speaking divers kindes of Languages
which I understood not, till at last I did light upon them that spake very
good Spanish, some Dutch, and othersome Italian, for all these Languages
I understood.

And here I saw onely a touch of the Sunnes absence for a little while
once, ever after having him in my sight. Now to yeeld you satisfaction in
the other, you shall understand that my Gansa's, although entangled in
my lynes, might easily find means to sease upon divers kinds of flyes and
Birds, as especially Swallowes, and Cuckoes, whereof there were multitudes,
as Motes in the sunne; although to say the truth I never saw them to feed
any thing at all. As for my selfe, in truth I was much beholding unto those
same, whether men or Divels I know not, that a mongst divers speeches,
which I will forbeare a while to relate, told me, that if I would follow their
directions, I should not onely bee brought safely to my home, but also be
assured to have the command of all pleasures of that place, at all times.

To the which motions not daring to make a flat deniall, I prayed a time
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to thinke of it, and with all intreated them (though I felt no hunger at all,
which may seeme strange) to helpe mee with some victualls, least in the
meane while I should starve. They did so, readily enough, and brought me
very good Flesh, and Fish, of divers sorts well dressed, but that it was ex-
ceeding fresh, and without any manner of relish or salt.

Wine also I tasted there of divers sorts, as good as any in Spayne, and
Beere, no better in all Antwerp. They wished me then, while I had meanes
to make my provision, telling me, that till the next Thursday they could
not helpe me to any more, if happily then; at what time also they would
find meanes to carry me backe and set mee safe in Spayne where I would
wish to be, so that I would become one of their fraternity, and enter into
such covenants and profession as they had made to their Master and Cap-
taine, whom they would not name. I answered them gently for the time,
telling them, T saw little reason to be very glad of such an offer, praying
them to be mindfull of me as occasion served.

So for that time I was ridd of them, having first furnished my Pocketts
with as much Victuall as I could thrust in, among the which T fail not to
afford for a little Botijo'* of good Canary wine.

Now shall T declare unto you the quality of the place, in which I then
was. The Clouds I perceived to be all under me, betweene mee and the
earth. The starres, by reason it was alwaies day, I saw at all times alike, not
shining bright, as upon the earth, we are wont to see them in the night
time; but of a whitish Colour, like that of the moone in the day time with
us: And such of them as were to be seene (which were not many) . ..
shewed farre greater then with us, yea (as I should ghesse) no lesse then
ten times so great. As for the Moone being then within two daies of the
change, she appeared of a huge and fearefull quantitie.

This also is not to be forgotten, that no starres appeared but on that part
of the Hemispheare that was next the Moone, and the neerer to her the
bigger in Quantity they shewed. Againe I must tell you, that whether I
lay quiet and rested, or else were carryed in the Ayre, I perceived my selfe
still to be alwaies directly betweene the Moone and the earth. Whereby it
appeareth, not only that my Gansa’s took none other way then directly
toward the Moone, but also, that when we rested (as at first we did for
many howers,) either we were insensibly carryed, (for I perceived no such
motion) round about the Globe of the Earth, or else that (according to the
late opinion of Copernicus,) the Earth is carried about, and turneth round
perpetually, from West to the East, leaving unto the Planets onely that
motion which Astronomers call naturall. . . .

12 An earthen pitcher.
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The ayre in that place I found quiet without any motion of wind and
exceeding temperate, neither hot nor cold, as where neither the Sunne-
beames had any subject to reflect upon, neither was yet either the earth
or water so neere as to affect the ayre with their natural quality of cold-
nesse. As for the imagination of the Philosopher attributing heat together
with moystnesse unto the ayre, I never esteemed it otherwise then a fancy.
Lastly now it is to be remembered that after my departure from the earth,
I never felt any appetite or hunger or thirst. Whether the purety of the
Ayre our proper element not being infected with any Vapor of the Earth
and water might yeald nature sufficient nutriment; or what else might be
the cause of it, I cannot tell but so I found it, although I perceived my selfe
in perfect health of body, having the use of all my Limmes and senses; and
strength both of body and minde, rather beyond and above, then any thing
short of the pitch, or wonted vigor. Now let us goe on: and on we shall go
more then apace.

Not many howers after the departure of that divelish company from me,
my Gansa’s began to bestir themselues, still directing their course toward
the Globe or body of the Moone: And they made their way with that in-
credible swiftnesse, as I thinke they gained not so little as Fifty Leagues in
every hower. In that passage I noted three things very remarkeable: one
that the further we went, the lesser the Globe of the Earth appeared unto
us; whereas still on the contrary side the Moone shewed her selfe more and
more monstrously huge.

Againe, the Earth (which ever I held in mine eye) did as it were mask
it selfe with a kind of brightnesse like another Moone, and even as in the
Moone we discerned certaine spots or Clouds, as it were, so did I then in
the Earth. But whereas the forme of those spots in the Moone continue
constantly one and the same; these little and little did change every hower.
The reason thereof I conceive to be this, that whereas the Earth according
to her naturall motion, (for that such a motion she hath, I am now con-
strained to joyne in opinion with Copernicus,) turneth round upon her
owne Axe every 24 howers from the West unto the East: I should at the
first see in the middle of the body of this new starre a spot like unto a
Peare that had a morsell bitten out upon the one side of him; after cer-
taine howers, I should see that spot slide away to the East side. This no
doubt was the maine [coast] of Affrike.

Then should I perceive a great shining brightnesse to occupy that roome,
during the like time (which was undoubtedly none other then the great
Atlantick Ocean). After that succeeded a spot almost of an Ovall form,
even just such as we see America to have in our Mapps. Then another vast
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cleernesse representing the West [Pacific] Ocean; and lastly a medly of
spots, like the Countries of the East Indies. So that it seemed unto me no
other then a huge Mathematicall Globe, leasurely turned before me,
wherein successively, all the Countries of our earthly world within the
compasse of 24 howers were represented to my sight. And this was all the
meanes I had now to number the dayes, and take reckoning of time.

Philosophers and Mathematicians 1 would should now confesse the wil-
fulnesse of their owne blindnesse. They have made the world beleeve
hitherto, that the Earth hath no motion. And to make that good they are
fain to attribute unto all and every of the celestial bodies, two motions
quite contrary each to other; whereof one is from the East to the West, to
be performed in 24 howers; the other from the West to the East in severall
proportions.

O incredible thing, that those same huge bodies of the fixed stars in the
highest orbe, whereof divers are by themselves confessed to be more then one
hundreth times as bigge as the whole earth,'® should as so many nayles in
a Cart Wheele, be whirled about in that short space, whereas it is many
thousands of Yeares (no lesse, I trowe, they say, then 30 thousand) before
that orb do finish his Course from West to East, which they call the natu-
rall motion. Now whereas to every of these they yeeld their naturall course
from West to East; therin they doe well. The Moone performeth it in 27
daies; the Sunne, Venus, and Mercury in a Yeare or thereabouts, Mars in
three Yeares, Jupiter in twelve Yeares, and Saturne in 30. But to attribute
unto these celestial bodies contrary motions at once, was a very absurd con-
ceit, and much more, to imagine that same Orbe wherein the fixed stars
are, (whose naturall course taketh so many thousand of yeares) should
every 24 howers be turned about. I will not go so farre as Copernicus, that
maketh the Sunne the Center of the Earth, and unmoveable, neither will
I define any thing one way or other. Only this I say, allow the Earth his
motion (which these eyes of mine can testifie to be his due) and these
absurdities are quite taken away, every one having his single and proper
Motion onely.

But where am I? At the first I promised an History, and I fall into dis-
putes before I am aware. There is yet one accident more befell me worthy
of especiall remembrance: that during the time of my stay I saw as it were
a kind of cloud of a reddish colour growing toward me, which continually
growing nearer and nearer, at last I perceived to be nothing else but a huge
swarme of Locusts.

13 The smallest stars are believed to be the size of planets. One of the larger stars, Antares,
has a diameter reportedly 390 times as large as the sun, whose diameter is roughly 100 times
larger than the earth’s.
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He that readeth the discourses of learned men . . . how that they are
seene in the Ayre many dayes before they fall upon a countrey, adding
unto that which they deliver, this experience of mine, will easily conclude,
that they cannot come from any other place then the Globe of the Moone.
But give me leave now at last to passe on my journey quietly, without in-
terruption for Eleven or Twelve daies, during all which time, I was carried
directly toward the Globe or body of the Moone with such a violent whirl-
ing as cannot bee expressed.

For I cannot imagine that a bullet out of the mouth of a Cannon could
make way through the vaporous and muddie aire neere the earth with that
celerity, which is most strange, considering that my Gansa’s moved their
wings but even now and then, and sometimes not at all in a Quarter of an
hower together; only they held them stretched out, so passing on, as we
see that Eagles, and Kites sometimes will doe for a little space, . . . and
during the time of those pauses I beleeve they tooke their napps and times
of sleeping; for other (as I might easily note) they had none.

Now for my selfe, I was so fast knit unto my Engin, as I durst commit
my selfe to slumbring enough to serve my turne, which I tooke with as
great ease (although I am loath to speake it, because it may seeme in-
credible) as if I had beene in the best Bed of downe in all Antwerp.

After Eleven daies passage in this violent flight, I perceived that we be-
gan to approach neare unto another Earth, if I may so call it, being the
Globe or very body of that starre which we call the Moone.

The first difference that I found betweene it and our earth, was, that it
shewed it selfe in his naturall colours: ever after I was free from the attrac-
tion of the Earth; whereas with us, a thing removed from our eye but a
league or two, begins to put on that lurid and deadly colour of blew.

Then, I perceived also, that it was covered for the most part with a huge
and mighty Sea, those parts only being drie Land, which shew unto us here
somewhat darker then the rest of her body (that I mean which the Coun-
try people cal el hombre della Luna, the Man of the Moone).

As for that part which shineth so clearly in our eyes; it is even another
Ocean, yet besprinckled heere and there with Islands, which for the little-
nesse, so farre off we cannot discern.

So that same splendor appearing unto us, and giving light unto our
night, appeareth to be nothing else but the reflexion of the Sun beames
returned unto us out of the water, as out of a glasse: How ill this agreeth
with that which our Philosophers teach in the schooles I am not ignorant.

But alas how many of their Errors hath time and experience refuted in
this our age, with the recall whereof I will not stand to trouble the reader.

Amongst many other of their vaine surmises, the time and order of my
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narration putteth me in mind of one which now my experience found most
untrue.

Who is there that hath not hitherto beleeved the uppermost Region of
the Ayre to be extreame hot, as being next forsooth unto the natural place
of the Element of Fire.

O Vanities, fansies, Dreames!

After the time I was once quite free from the attractive Beames of that
tyrannous Loadstone the earth, I found the Ayre of one and the selfe same
temper, without Winds, without Raine, without Mists, without Clouds,
neither hot nor cold, but continually after one and the same tenor, most
pleasant, milde, and comfortable, till my arrivall in that new World of the
Moone.

As for that Region of Fire our Philosophers talke of, I heard no newes of
it; mine eyes have sufficiently informed me there can be no such thing.

The Earth by turning about had now shewed me all her pasts twelve
times when I finished my course: For when by my reckoning it seemed to
be (as indeed it was) Tuesday the Eleventh day of September, (at what
time the Moone being two daies old was in the Twentieth degree of
Libra,) my Gansa’s staied their course as it was with one consent, and
tooke their rest, for certaine howers; after which they tooke their flight, and
within lesse then one hower, set me upon the top of a very high hill in that
other world, where immediately were presented unto mine eyes many most
strange and unwonted sights.

For first I observed, that although the Globe of the Earth shewed much
bigger there then the Moone doth unto us, . . . yet all maner of things
there were of largenesse and quantity, 1o. 20. I thinke I may say 30. times
more then ours.

Their trees at least three times so high as ours, and more then five times
the breadth and thicknesse.

So their herbes, Beasts, and Birds; although to compare them with ours
I know not well how, because 1 found not any thing there, any Species
either of Beast or Bird that resembled ours any thing at all, except Swal-
lowes, Nightingales, Cuckooes, Woodcockes, Batts, and some kindes of
wild Fowle, as also of such Birds as my Gansa's, all which, (as now I well
perceived,) spend the time of their absence from us, even there in that
world; neither do they vary any thing at all either in quantity or quality
from those of ours heere, as being none other then the very same, and that
not onely Specie, but numero.

But of these novelties, more hereafter in their due places.

No sooner was I set downe upon the ground, But I was surprised with a
most ravenous hunger, and earnest desire of eating. Wherefore stepping
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unto the next tree, I fastened thereunto my engine, with my Gansa’s, and
in great haste fell to searching of my pockets for the Victuals I had re-
served as aforesaid but to my great amazement and discomfort, I found in
stead of Parridge, and Capon which I thought to have put there, a mingle
mangle of drye leaves, of Goats hayre, sheepe, or Goats-dung, Mosse, and
such like trash.

As for my Canary Wine, it was turned to a stinking and filthie kind of
liquor like the Urine of some Beast.

O the illusions of wicked spirits, whose helpe if I had been faine only to
rely upon, you see how I had been served.

Now while I stood musing and wondering at this strange Metamor-
phosis, 1 heard my Gansa’s upon the sudden to make a great fluttering be-
hind me. And looking back, I espied them to fall greedily upon a certaine
shrub within the compasse of their lines, whose leaves they fed upon most
earnestly; where heretofore, I had never seene them to eat any manner of
greene meate whatsoever. Whereupon stepping to the shrubb, I put a leafe
of it between my teeth: I cannot expresse the pleasure I found in the tast
thereof; such it was I am sure, as if 1 had not with great discretion mod-
erated my appetite, I had surely surfetted upon the same.

In the meane time it fell out to be a baite that well contented both my
Birds and me at that time, when we had need, of some good refreshing.

Scarcely had I ended this banquett, when upon the sudden 1 saw my
selfe environed with a kind of people most strange, both for their feature,
demeanure, and apparell.

Their feature was most divers but for the most part, twice the height of
ours: their colour and countenance most pleasing, and their habit such, as
I know not how to expresse.

For neither did I see any kind of Cloth, Silke, or other stuffe to resemble
the matter of that whereof their Clothes were made; neither (which is
most strange, of all other) can 1 devise how to describe the colour of them
being in a manner all clothed alike.

It was neither blacke, nor white, yellow, or redd, greene nor blew, nor
any colour composed of these.

But if you aske me what it was then; I must tell you, it was a colour
never seen in our earthly world, and therefore neither to be described unto
us by any, nor to be conceived of one that never saw it.

For as it were a hard matter to describe unto a man borne blind the dif-
ference between blew and Greene, lo can I not bethinke my selfe any
meane how to decipher unto you this Lunar colour, having no affinitie
with any other that ever I beheld with mine eyes.

Onely this I can say of it, that it was the most glorious and delightfull,
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that can possibly be imagined; neither in truth was there any one thing,
that more delighted me, during my abode in that new world, then the
beholding of that most pleasing and resplendent colour.

It remaineth now that I speake of the Demeanure of this people, who
presenting themselves unto me upon the sudden and that in such extraor-
dinary fashion as I have declared being strucken with a great amasement,
I crossed my selfe, and cried out, Jesus Maria.

No sooner was the words Jesus out of my mouth, but young and old, fell
downe upon their knees, (at which I not a little rejoyced) holding up both
their hands on high, and repeating all certaine words which I understood
not.

Then presently they all arising, one that was farre the tallest of them
came unto me, and embraced me, with great kindnesse, and giving order
(as I partly perceived) unto some of the rest to stay by my Birds, he tooke
me by the hand, and leading me downe toward the foote of the hill, brought
me to his dwelling, being more then halfe a league from the place where
I first alighted.

It was such a building for beauty and hugenesse, as all our world cannot
shew any neere comparable to it.

Yet such I saw afterwards elsewhere, as this might seeme but a Cottage
in respect of them.

There was not a doore about the house, that was not 30. foote high, and
twelve in breadth.
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