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by VAUGHN GREENE

FOREWORD: It is not my: intentzw to rehash the rehashed =- in other

words, go over the entire Shaver controversy again. I wish
only to present & chronology, tdgether with some facts of which most
fen are unaware, PFinally, I have some questions which should be ans=
wered, now that Shaverism is offiocially hanished.

PART I - 1945 "M;r Shaver to.ses you, 3ir." Perheps those were the

very Wwords which-eaused Raymond A. Palmer, editor of
Amszm Stories, to embark on the dizzlest ride fandom has ever seen.
us’ 31d he do 1t? Why did he champion Shaver?

Pirst of all, science- £10t40n was in a rut -- something new was
needed. Then, too, the promegs were rising in circulation -- but was
ﬁl;z_%_ix&xf Probadly Shaver, as sn occultist, thought he might make a

e money with some ﬂotion based on same, But Mr, Palmer hed dif-
ferent ideas, for, es hg sald in March of '46: "Something new must be
added to science-fiotion.” (Amz XIX-1,p.6). So, he claimed Shaver's
yarns were true. Why not? Sensationalism and hoa;.es have always in=-
creased magazine oitoulationﬂ. Witness Fos's bailoon hoaxa

And here was_ the perfsct sgtyp: an unknown writer with e new
slant, plus a numbgr of scisnti}i theories which had passed the test
of time in years gone by -- the temptation wes tco muche That all this
is factual is proved by one thing: Everything Shovexr has claimed as
his theories can be traced to other Books. 1list some of these source
books at the close of this nrtiala.

And so, in Margh of 1945, Richard X. Shaver remsmbered-Lemuria all
over 58 of m;_x_ag Stories' pages.

In the following issue (June, 1945) we find Palmer playing it up
big by claiming he was flooded wi.eh mail. Other than angry, puxs].ua
1stters from actifen, I doubt this. He spent a full two pages harangu=
ing the readers that Shaver was terrific, Besidei the fact that Shawer
Beemed unusually well-versed in stf and fantasy lore, there is little
else to note,

Get this: Shaver claimed ho served a term in a state prison, pre~
sumably Lasvonwotth. A friend of mine wrote both Palmer and Shaver

asking for the name of the priso¢n in order to verify this, and no
gﬁa Wer, Imsuntly. this i the pnly issue Finlay ever 1llustrated & -
aver epics. I wonder why?.

y . _ Shaver also contragicts hw-u- He says he would be willing to |
1esd an expedition into the osvell, Later, he refused. |
i
In Issue 3 (September, 1945) another Shaver cpus turned up -- one !
supposedly written by two Norweglans. ("Cave City of Hel"). They did
not sign their‘names for fear oir@et&liaum on their families hy ehe
Germens -- but, now that the war is over, how agog publighing their
pames and gﬁ sses?




Palmer went stumping again, eading his worde with "The time has
com for actionl" (Amz XIX-3,p.166) There was aleo an interesting let-
ez from erson.who heard voioces.end telked .to.pixies end stones.
(pp 170~ 172?

In the last issue of 1945 (December) we find RAP denouncing science
(Amz XIX-4,p.3) (Evidently some reader had embarrased him with scien=-
tific argument) and wasting eight pages {pp.165~173) in an attempt -~
it seems -~ to start s nationwide riot.

Part II - 1946

There appeared in Ams: Stories & letier by cne of the most am-~
azing persons I have ever mjaf%g-—- %3 ara John, (Amz iay 46, p.173) ‘John
told of a strange area in the Clear Lake country. I visited him, and

among other things I lesrned (at various times, for I ¢till see him oc~
casionally) (a) he was rasponsible for' the Texas City disaster; (b) he
was responsible for the flyinz dises; and te] he has camplete dontrol
over the deros, etc.

It is only fair to give the other side of the ewry == his mother
verified ((Just wimt do you mesn, “verifisd" ? - ahr)) oll his olalms;
several people have ¥isited the Clear Lske region and found it peculiat.

hen, t00, I am positive he is not (consciously) lying -- and he is one
of the most learned men I kmow, certainly an expert on the ocoult and
anything else. I once mentioned to him a rare cult in Vancouver, and he
gave me a number of details on them, all trus,

As a matter of fact, after meeting John I became so incensed with
the whole thing that I wrote Palmer a Tid culous letter which I claimed
wes true, He published it «- if I had told him I wes Martiam he'd have
published that teo, I'il 'b-t. (Ee did, as & mottex ¢f fzot, publish
some letters from "deros.")

1so in this ish (May) wes the prize == in which & person told a-
bout au‘oa which bothered him to the axtent that he hsd to pound his
head on ﬂ:g wall -- until he was cormitted to a hospital!l (Amz May 46,
Pp.175-176) .

I will skip most of the lettaxrs from here on -- they get monoton=-
oualy the same.

In the fifth issue, Professor Lm‘Lsy {an ustronamsr) stated he had
nothing to do with me orw letters sorry to get him involved, So
{ wrote him explaining my purpose in 50 doing -< he replied 2o0d -1 turad-]

Js
Another person I ran into in San Francisco was Mrs. Emma Martinelli
iWho believed in Shaver. She is honest tnd has shown me much meterial
aimiler to Shaver's. More of that utur.

By this time Palmer's aim had baen realized -- people were gobbum
[up Shaver every month, and RAP would 'put in @ fow oute remarks lik
thoge in issue 7, wheT'e he demounced fandom threatened to rovsal my
whereabouts, (Hehi) if I aidn’'t give out with soms informe ton. He sent
me & letter which I maust admit sonnded honest, (Being the rat I am, I
reveal his home address to be 2514 Grant St., Evenston, Illinois.)

also got & soméwhat ‘elo ¥ ‘Lattor ‘from Si&ver, full of hare-brasin
stuff. which ended with the Following:

"But it would have been: Ubﬂm why ‘something ba{psned to him (the
professor) -- so it wouldn't heppen. 8o .it don't as ling as you do the
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12)




o 3 B8y Why BOMOUAINE GIg ap 61 T
Shaver's address was MoHenry, Illinoi#; but I received no enswer vhen I
wrote him theres Iater he was safd t0 be in Iilly Leke, Illinois. ((The
tWo places are within a couple of miles of esch other, we understand.))

Bart III - 1947
:  This issue ‘contzined the only story Shaver ever wrote that was
T good: "The Mind Rovers." Nodkiéding, i4 was swell =- none of
Shaver's usual igloo enmglish.

Norman Xossuth, in thie issus: (Amz %L Ts176+177) claimed he
20t messages from the caves. Later he told me this was true, when in a
peculiar aftermath, an unbalanced girl begenm a ‘campaign against him by
flooding pecple all over the country with letters saying Kossuth was
threatening heri

February: No Shaver story!  Hallelyuahi

4April: My oonfession that I pulled & hoex on the hoaxers (AMZ XXI-4,
P.168) seemed to do Something. Up to this time Shaverism was coasting;
suddenly RAP ocuts loose with a three-page editorial again. I think Pal-
mer decided on a change in poliocy.

I might add as an afterthought, I got. some interesting letters
efter that, One: A threat from Steve Volto Dero; another from a man
who was going to start an anti-atombomb colony in Baja Mexico; another
from & Kentuckian who objected to my saying helf of AS's readers were
hillbillies; another from a persony-vhoodn 18 typewritten pages told me
all about what a great person he was, and so on.

Incidently, Palmer failed gompletely to adequately enswer my

stiong!

' another issue, Palmer published a letter which claimed (believs
it or not) that polio could be cured with hot manure! - Mrs. Martinelli
:oid me she had written Palmer about this and ze sald it was all a mis~
eke. Yes.

The last straw wes when Palmer immediately yelled: that the Sha-
ver oult should have full credit after the filying discs appeared. |

Part 224 |

The sensationaliem had worn off, :The crisis came: Palmer promised

definite proof of Shaverism. Definitéen But when he muffed it next month |

by referring to another magasine, he saw the handwriting on the wall. The |

organized fen were sgitating for a boyoott, and some writers were desert-
ing him. He stopped.

|
|
In a whip-like series of msnenversche dropped Shaver, took fandom tol
his bosom, put a column in the mag for their benefit, and dszzled them |
with priszes. |
i
((We fsol that this version of the events attending the exile of
the Mystery is not quite acourate. The statements of Rex Vard and of
Rog Graham that his column is mot a Ppropaganda medium have proven entire-
1y correct to date, and your first semdence:. "The sensationalism hsd
worn off" is probably both RAP's main resson, and a sufficiently geod
one, without bringing-in the faafeud.)) .
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SECKETS OF SHAVERISM (continued) thsrg were a few offshoois, of course,
? - — antastic Agvgng&;aa & true franks
enetein-like story ap reared ("’Phevz'i‘mcrs of Llena’s. Zomb" by K.Tv.Cosel, |
PA 1X-5, Sept.47). Richard Shaver and, Margaret Rogers. wrote books on the
subject, Shaver had a emsll magazine of his own, and another, mageszine
came’ out with Shever material. %m. citoulation of. Ama doubled, and
s07did thé meiling 1ists of ocoulf spoléties such as the Rownd Robin, Bs
sense: of Kosment, Brothérhood of Thite.Temple, Vadorians, etc.

Palmer could sit back and relhx jnueed,. Hv had béen well repaid
gor the time and effort expended ir the zreatest hook.of modern times.

Epilogue

‘Palmer, although he did a gréedt desl’of work, really muffed the
Shaver.Mystery.  For one thing, he failed €0 realize’ -
of his'mgg during this ‘ére was theifnoredible letters  h

the dull Shaverian fillérs.i But asztsxx‘ all] ‘he didn’t ‘@0 so badly.
is one fellow to watch -- anyone with his forssight and the ocourage to
take such a dering risk (in a commércial sense) is to be commended, re-
gardless of the moral issues.

It is strange that during sll{those months no fen ever saw or in-
tertiewed Shaver, What s fanzine ‘gm‘,’ol‘e, that would have made!. Recent-
1y 2SS ‘has oome ‘out in LOKI with $dme.disgusting artiocles on. sex (which
he seems to drool -over end jise iike & monkey wrepoh. ((wench?)) .I hope,
ulless his writing shows more evidarice of nobmauw, he will not get in-
to fanzines on his name alone.

In conclusion, I admit this antiele 18 quite obviously, prejudiced.

Perhaps in another arpicle I will present faotual materiel , Support, of

Shaver's theoriess t in g 1ns?:,=§word of paution, let me warn that; be-

cause facts parallel some of ¢ n't meapn t&uq is. 8
8 E iyt

k'E 1deus, that does)
correlation, When this 18 realized, RAP's entire dofense and, 'proof" of
Bichard S. Shever's ideas collab®es to the” ground, Amen.
SHAVEDTAY
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