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Serial �in Two Parts-Part One 

• 

• 

• 

By J. LEWIS BUllTT 
• 

I 

,The author is a favorite with our readers, as well as with the Editors, and 

here. he has contrived to introduce .an atmosphere of suspense and excite

ment into q story of interplanetar� adventure. The first part appears in this 

issue and we are sure that it will leave our readers in a state of expectation, 

so that the� will await with treat interest the concluding portion which will 
· appear in the November issue . 
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• Illustrated by MOREY 

• 

• 

HE change began to be ob
servable about the year 2930 
( old reckoning). About that 
time it became patent to all 
that there was a rapid increase 

in size occurring in all for1ns of animal 
Ii f e. All living bodies seemed to be 
equally affected, even those which had 
already reached their normal mapurity .. 

This phenomenon was inexplicable, 
especially as only living beings were af
fected, and the research bodies of the 
world were utterly at a loss either to ac-
count £or or to check the �evelopment . 

By 2945 the matter had become serious. 
The population of th� earth had already 
increased almost to saturation point, and 
now the problem of world starvation 
faced us, for although our numbers had 
not increased, yet, in a period of p.fteen 
years, the stature of man had nearly dou-
bled and, consequently, his bulk had in-
creased nearly eight fold. Where were 
we to get the extra food?... Our reserves, 
which had been stored for generations, 
were fast _being depleted and we could 

t 

519 

• 

• 

not look to the other planets for help, 
since they too were experiencing a simi
lar growth. 

Clearly the phenomenon had a cosmic 
cause. •

From 2935 to 2945 the Interplanetary 
CounGil fallowed the usual procedure of 
talking, suggesting, arguing ( or perhaps 
''squabbling'' would be a better word) 
and giving out reams of useless and con
tradictory advice. 

At last, however, in 2945 the repre
sentative of the little satellite, Io, a man 
of powerful intellect, rose up in the midst 
of the Council and demanded that his 
plans be tried out. 

ONORABLE Councilors," he said 
in that me111orable speech of his, 

''we have talked for a decade while the

Solar System creeps steadily nearer to

starvation, yet not one of us has even su&9-
gested an intelligent plan of salvation.• 

''The worlds are tired of our talk and 
demand action. I tl1eref ore demand
yes, ladies and gentlemen, l demand-
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