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FORWARD

UNDERSTANDING

WHY THIS BOOK ISIMPORTANT

BY JORDANMAXWELL

Many years ago it was pointed out to me that ineord
to know correctly the very foundations on which
anything is based, one must DIG UNDER the
foundation on which the thing STANDS. Only then
does one have a truaunderstanding of the subject. |
believe it is an "ldea whose time has come" to make
this fascinating knowledge that this book provides,
available to the person whavants to knowthe secrets of
theology.

This  out-of-print  classic work by Robert Hewitt
Brown is being reprinted by The Book Tree becaute i
contains information as valuable today as when
originally  published. This book reveals the hidden
meanings  behind the occult signs and symbols
contained in the stellar theology and Masonic
astronomy from ancient times.

This book is a primer, a beginning point, for theudy

of signs and symbols that have relevance today
because they are used—everywhere— with a purpose.
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Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

This is a book about "open secrets." Open secrets a
those that are plainly seen, available to everyoyet, have
their meaning hidden because most people simply ndo
know the meaning behind the symbology. If | wentataity in
the Moslem part of the world and tried to read rtheewspa-
per | could not do so. It is not because | am igngrbut | do
not know the language. The symbols are foreign te: m
though the stories are readily available, and atévely com-
municated to others. Yet | cannot read them. Thoskbpro-
vides a starting place to learn the "alphabet'SofiBOLS soyou
can understand the meaning behind them.

The Purpose of Signs and Symbols

Signs and symbols are not merely for decorationraor-
dom meaningless marks without purpose. Signs amdbaslg
have real, specific and precise meanings. Alsassignd sym-
bols usually haveoNE PURPOSE— to identify, and the identifi-
cation is expressed in two ways — (1) by showawgnership,
and (2) by showinglirection.

Signs and symbols can show ownership. "Propertythef
United States Government — Keep Out."” For busireessen-
ership is expressed by signs on store windows ltoy¢&r what
the store is selling, special sales, hours of dperadirections
to other stores, or telephone numbers. When thessand
symbols are "occult" (cleverly concealed or hiddeming
astronomical and Masonic signification, ownership also
being expressed.

Signs also identify what direction you are travgliRoute
22" or "San Diego, 3 miles"), or what you should @&at at
This Restaurant,” "Shop at That Grocery" or "STQRIghway
signs, now international in usage, have generimscoecogniz-
able for children and those with minimum educatiofhe
occult astronomical and Masonic signs and symboés aso
generic, but are recognizabeNLy IF YOU KNOW the meaning
behind them.

viii
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A surprising number of ancient symbols are found eote-
rior and interior decorations of most of our chwsh syna-
gogues, temples, government buildings, as well ankd
insurance companies, hospitals and other institatiobuild-
ings. | propose to you that such signs and symi@sion-
strate ownership and point the public in a dedilieection.

Advertising, the world over, uses familiar signsdagym-
bols so that the potential buyer can readily recnthe
product, service or company selling the product.

Questions, Questions

Why are astronomical signs and symbols on thoséd-bui
ings and in advertising? They shopurpose and direction.
They reveal thatsOMEONE SOMETIME in the history of that
church, synagogue, temple, government building,kpbansur-
ance company, hospital, or place of business wantede
signs and symbols in place OBEONE KNEW WHAT THE SIGNS
AND SYMBOLS MEANT and used them purposefully.

What place do occult, astronomical and Masonic ssignd
symbols have on churches? Why do they appear ipocate
logos? Why are governmental and organizationalssqaliblic
and private agency badges, etc., filled with sucult signs
and symbols?

If such signs and symbols are meaningless, why tiaey
there? Wiy NOT REMOVE THEM? If people do not know the
meaning of the symbols, why have them?

If the signs and symbolbave meaning,wHoO is doing the
communicating? If the symboleave meaning, why hide the
meaning? TowHOM are they communicating? M@ is the
intended audience?

WHO put the symbols there? Are such signs and symbols a
joke by graphic artists, architects or constructergineers? Or
is the usage of such symbols deliberate and puiy@se
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Answers, Answers
When pagan and occult symbols are seen on churches,

such symbols are not placed there by rogue arthitempos-
ing their iron will upon ignorant Christian priestpastors, Jew-
ish rabbis, Muslem mullahs and their various rulibgards. If
a steeple is a pagan symbol of a phallus, whatt igloing on
the local church? The steeple, whether people knbvor not,
communicates the direction and ownership of thaurah It
demonstrates how to find the congregation that gdache
phallus at the topmost of their church building #o can be
seen from afar. It demonstrates ownership by dispa a
phallus for the entire community to see.

Once again, if such things have no meaningjy is the
pagan symbol used? If it has meaningHy is the meaning
hidden? WHY NOT express the meaning openly? The phallus
on churches (and synagogues, and mosques) is oaepkx
of many emblems, symbols, and signs used in modgyn-
religions all over the world.

Unless you know the meaning behind the symbols, you
won't understand —wWHY THEY ARE USED Once your eyes are
opened to the true meaning of religious symbolsdugse your
place of worship, it will finally "hit you,” and wo will see to
what extent the religions of the western world ame, point of
fact, ancient paganism.

Organization of the Book— Part 1

This work is divided into three parts. Part Oneg thtro-
duction, is contained in the first four chaptersi Chapter 1,
Robert Hewitt Brown, 32° Mason, tells why he isealing the

! For a full discussion of sexual symbolism in rigiy see Ernest
Busenbark'sSymbols, Sex, and the Stars: An Outline of thei@rigf
Moon and Sun Worship, Astrology, Sex Symbolismtidieaning
of Numbers, the Cabala, and Many Popular Customgth®) Super-
stitions and Religious Belief€San Diego: The Truth Seeker Com-
pany, I“nc 1949, a Book Tree reprint, 1997). Fodvéy Jordan
Maxwe
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hidden meanings behind the ancient mysteries thakemup
Masonic beliefs. Brown indicates that everything teveals
has been published elsewhere by proper Masonicoatigis.
They are "open secrets.”

Few people of religious bent, Jew, Christian or Mos
have any idea at all of the profoundeaning and implica-
tions in these religious symbol$OR WORLD FREEMASONRY
Fewer still have any knowledge of the occult ordeid con-
nections between Judaism, Christianity, the Bible and
WORLD FREEMASONRY. Unless and until such occult knowl-
edge of religious symbols is understood, we willvéhanothing
but the same confusion we have had for the la®02y@ars!

In Chapter 2 Brown gives an account of the anciays-
tery systems and the early forms of worship. Egyptilndian,
Eleusinian, Bacchanal, Ceres, and Dionysiac myserare
mentioned. An understanding of these Mysteriessemtial.

Chapter 3 contains a brief rundown of basic astrooal
facts. One cannot understand what follows withoabvking
the basic terminology and concepts of astronomy.

Chapter 4 concludes Part One by describing what the
ancient civilizations knew about astronomy and hadkey
made their calculations and predictions about teavéns.

Organization of the Book— Part 2

Part Two goes into detail aboutAgboNIiC astronomy, and
the allegory of the seasonal death and resurrectbnthe
Heavenly Sun. Chapter 5 shows Masonic astronomythi
architecture, words and ritual of Freemasonry. Tre&ation-
ship between the Masonic ritual and the symbolsh wite
Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem is revealed. Ideatibn is
made of the Masonic character of Hiram Abif, so am@nt to
the Masonic rituals and symbolism.

In Chapter 6, the astronomical allegory of the kleahd
resurrection ofGod's Heavenly Sun is the key to most astro-
nomical symbolism around the world. Other worksegiv
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greater detail and focus far beyond the basics Bnatvn dem-
onstrates for us in this foundational book, but th®rmation
given here is an excellent start.

Organization of the Book— Part 3

Chapter 7, the heart of the book, is the largesiptdr and
has the most revealing information. It contains astronomical
explanation of the emblems, symbols and legendshefmys-
teries. It shows how the ancient mysteries are madeern,
and the meaning of many of them is restored fosgme day.
Brown goes into detail regarding the Masonic symbahd the
astronomical relationships. The basics of the Zodsd the
signification of each of the astrological housee arade clear.
Pillars, globes and the meanings behind them adaieed.
Sacred numbers and the days of the week are destuss
they become clear. The meaning of the word "mystéself
and its relationship with Masonry is shown.

In Chapter 9, Brown's short conclusion claims that has
defended Freemasonry and vindicated its claims. Yeuthe
judge.

Why Reprint this Book?

This work wasnot reprinted (despite Brown's explanation
for writing it) to be a defense of Freemasoniyisltreprinted to
be a tool to help free shackled minds — minds camsd by
thought patterns ignoring the obvious and seekingepd
meanings when original meanings are the truth.

Nineteenth-century Socialists and Communists betlev
that "raising the consciousness” of the people @Woochuse
uprisings to force governments to change to Seoalor Com-
munism. The real solution is simpler. To know thath, to
have one's consciousness raised, not by recognaipglitical
philosophy, but by knowing what the simple signgd asym-
bols of everyday life mean, a person ceamoose.He or she
can choose to participate — or not to participatén-good,

Xii
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bad or indifferent aspects of society, governmerligion,
commerce. Having the ability to choose, to make scmus
and not manipulated choices, such is true freed@sed on
understanding!

Reading Brown's book, you will notice th&tellar Theol-
ogy and Masonic Astronomyorms the basis for much of
today's religious concepts and belief structurethben the
assumptions and the expressions of today's reBgi@ocial,
educational, corporate and governmental organistioYou
will note that these signs and symbols are in engdeevery-
where in society. Just a little concentration toercome the
familiarity of your surroundings, and the scaledl vie lifted
from your eyes, and the shackles removed from ywmimd.
You will see the world around you as never beforge way
it really is. And you will see how its secrets wdrglden "in
plain sight." Truly many will look with their eyebut not see.

Remember, most truths in life are revealed throtigpen
secrets." This reprint book helps make the trutimpger and
easier to understand, and one's choices better.

Enjoy the book. This is Jordan Maxwell.

Xiii
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION—
A FEWWORDS
TO THEMASONIC
FRATERNITY

THE WRITER OF THIS WORK was for a long
time in considerable doubt as to the propriety df i
publication—not because he had any lack of faith in
the truth of the theory it advocates, but from arfehat
the revelations it contains might be thought unildwf
according to a strict construction of the masonibliga-
tion. But, after consulting with many conscientiouas
well as eminent members of the fraternity, the auth
was confirmed in his belief that nothing is said the
book which discloses any of thessential secretsof that
order.

The “essential secrets" of freemasonry are defined
by Dr. Oliver, in his "Dictionary of Symbolical
Masonry," as consisting of nothing more,

than the signs, grips, passwords, and tokens
essential to the preservation of the society from
the inroads of impostors, together with certain
symbolical emblems, the technical terms apper-

2



Chapter I. Introduction—Words to the Masonic Fraternity

taining to which serve as a sort of universal laggu by
which the members of the fraternity can distinguish
each other in all places and countries where lodges
instituted.

Now, although in the following pages the masoniadiion as
to the history of an important masonic personage frigely
alluded to, nowhere is there anything said, or ewemplied by
which any of the essential secrets of the craft ataced in
peril; nor is there any particle of information giv which can
be use to unprincipled persons, however acute, whight
desire to impose themselves upon the fraternity hasing a
right to its benefits and honors. The masonic readéould
also bear in mind that many things in the followingages,
which are to him full of masonic significance, wilhppear to
the uninitiated but an expression of some of thmpkist facts
in the science of astronomy, long established ambwk to
all.

Says Gadicke, a masonic writer of repute:

With the increase of enlightenment and rationalecef
tion, it is admitted that a brother may both speadd
write much upon the order without becoming a traito
to its secrets.... Inquiries into the history ot tlorder,
and the true meaning of its hieroglyphics and ceremo-
nies by learned brethren, cannot be considered treason,
for the order itself recommends the study of itstdry,

and that every brother should instruct his felloas
much as possible. It is the same with the printeplae
nation of the moral principles argymbolsof the order.
We are recommended to study them incessantly, until
we have made ourselves masters of the valuable-info
mation they contain; and, when our learned and cau-
tious brethren publish the result of their inquerighey
ought to be most welcome to the craft.

These remarks of Gadicke are quoted with apprabatioy
Dr. Oliver, who himself says, in the introductiom this "Land-
marks":
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No hypothesis can be more untenable than that which
forebodes evil to the masonic institution from bhebli-
cation of scientific treatises illustrative of itshilosophy
and moral tendency. The lodge lectures, in theirstmo
ample and extended form, however pleasing and
instructive soever they may be, are unsatisfactamg
inconclusive. They are merely elementary, and do no
amply and completely illustrate any one peculiarc-do
trine. As they are usually delivered in nine tenttsthe
lodges, they are monotonous, and not perfectly tadap
to the end for which they are framed, or for théedf
they are intended to produce. For this reason ithat
literary and scientific men, who have been tempted
join our ranks in the hope of opening a new sowte
intellectual enjoyment, and of receiving an acaassbf
novel ideas for their reflection and delight, soe-fr
quently retire, if not with disgust, at least withixed
feelings of sorrow and regret, at the unprofitabberi-
fice of so much valuable time which might have been
applied to a better purpose.

He adds that,

if the authorized lectures of masonry were ampglifie
and illustrated, such instances would not only lyare
occur, but our lodges would become the resort of al
the talent and intelligence in the country.

Dr. Mackey, who in America holds the highest raslkaa
masonic writer, says:

The European masons are far more liberal in thiews
of the obligation of secrecy than the English or ekm
cans. There are few things, indeed, which a Fremch
German masonic writer will refuse to discuss witte t
utmost frankness. It is now beginning to be geiheral
admitted—and English and American writers are @ctin
on the admission—that the only reaporrheta (essen-
tial secrets) of freemasonry are the modes of mEeog
tion and the peculiar and distinctive ceremoniestha
order, andto these lasit is claimed that reference may
be publicly madefor the purpose okcientific investiga-
tion, provided that the reference be made so as to be
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obscure to the profane and intelligible only to ité-
ated. (Symbolism—Synoptical Indeporrheta)

Many masons who do not make themselves familiah wit
the standard and authorized masonic authors, like @iver
in England, and Pike, Mackey, and Morris in Amerieae not
aware how freely many parts of our ritual are spoké by
brothers occupying the most distinguished positionghe fra-
ternity.

In this work "I have been scrupulously careful abdie
admission of a single sentence from the peculiatutes of
masonry which has not already appeared in the gafirfbrm
in one or other of our legitimate publications.”

In speaking of the masonic traditions and legeridbave
used no greater freedom than other masonic writeh®se
works are authorized by the highest masonic bodies
England, Germany, France and America; and, in vawall
these considerations, have come to the concludah it was
not wise to permit an unnecessary and unrequiregrede of
caution to longer delay the publication of truthieh are, as
| am persuaded, of great importance and interesietaratft.



Chapter 2

THE ANCIENT
MYSTERIES
DESCRIBED

IF WE CLOSELY EXAMINE the elder forms of reli-
gious worship, we will find in most of them that &as
worshiped under the symbol of the sun. This is not
only true of those nations called pagan, but weo als
find in the Bible itself the sun alluded to as thmost
perfect and appropriate symbol of the creator. Téen

is the most splendid and glorious object in natufiehe
regularity of its course knows no change. It is e"th
same Yyesterday, today, and forever." It is the igchYys
and magnetic source of all life and motion. Itshtigis a
type of eternal truth; its warmth of universal bene
lence. It is therefore not strange that man in adies has
selected the sun as the highest and most perfect
emblem of God. There is a natural tendency, however
in the human mind, to confound all symbols with the
person or thing which they were at first only irded

to illustrate. In the course of time we therefarel fthat

6



Chapter 2. The Ancient Mysteries Described

most nations forgot the worship of the true Godd &®gan to
adore the sun itself, which they thus deified aretspnified.
The sun thus personified was made the theme ofjalt=l
history, emblematic of his yearly passage throubgé twelve
constellations.

The zodiac is the apparent path of the sun amoagstars.
It was divided by the ancients into twelve equaltgacom-
posed of the clusters of stars, named after "livargatures,"”
typical of the twelve months. This glittering bedf stars was
therefore called thezodiac, that word meaning "living crea-
tures,” being derived from the greek wombdiakos, which
comes fromzo-on,an animal. This latter word is compounded
directly from the primitive Egyptian radicalzo, life, and on,
a being.

The sun, as he pursued his wan among these "ligreg-
tures” of the zodiac, was said, in allegorical laexge, either to
assume the nature of or to triumph over the signehtered.
The sun thus became a Bull raurus, and was worshiped as
such by the Egyptians under the name of Apis, apdthe
Assyrians as Bel, Baal, or Bul. lpeo the sun became a Lion-
slayer, Hercules, and an Archer Bagittarius. In Pisces, the
Fishes—he was a fish—Dagon, or Vishnu, the fish-gbdhe
Philistines and Hindoos. When the sun ent€egpricornus he
reaches his lowest southern declination; afterwas he
emerges from that sign the days become longer, thadSun
grows rapidly in light and heat; hence we are tahd the
mythology that the Sun, or Jupiter, was suckledabgoat. The
story of the twelve labors of Hercules is but alegdry of the
passage of the sun through the twelve signs ofztthac, and
past the constellations of proximity thereto.

The beautiful virgin of the zodiacyirgo, together with the
Moon, under a score of different names, furnishes female
element in these mythological stories, the wondeddven-
tures of the gods. These fables are most of thersurdb
enough if understood as real histories, but, tlegatical key
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being given, many of them are found to contain quafl and
sublime astronomical truths. This key was religipugkept
secret by the priests and philosophers, and wag iomparted
to those who were initiated into the YSBERIES The profane
and vulgar crowd were kept in darkness, and bdlieve and
worshiped a real Hercules or Jupiter, whom theyught actu-
ally lived and performed all the exploits and ungemt all the
transformations of the mythology.

By these means the priests of Egypt ruled the peapth
a despotic power. The fables of the mythology dsetl to
them grand scientific truths, and to them only. Mesy stories
themselves served to perpetuate those truths forbdnefit of
the initiated, and also formed an easy vehicle tfair trans-
mission. Books were not only rare and difficult wiultiplica-
tion, but it is also probable that, in order thatiestific
knowledge might be concealed, it was considerecwiml to
commit it to writing. If in special cases it becaraa absolute
necessity to do so, the sacred hieroglyphs were |loswexqb.
These were known only to the initiated; there wastlaer sort
of written characters used by the common peoplaw(R-
son's "Herodotus," Appendix to Book Il, Chapter V.)

Science was thus for the most part orally trangaittrom
one hierophant to another. While an abstruse affatuli lec-
ture is not easy, either to remember or to repeatthe con-
trary, a mythological tale can with ease be rethine the
memory and communicated to another, together whi key
for interpretation. These fables, therefore, senaedhreefold
purpose:

1. They kept the secrets of science from all but thoke
understood the key to them;

2. Being themselves easy to remember, they servechen t
principle of the art ofmnemonicsor artificial memory,
to keep alive the recollection of scientific facugich
otherwise might be lost;
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3. Being the means of keeping the people in igragaby
their use the priests were enabled to rule therautir
their superior power of working apparent miracles.

The science in which the Egyptian priesthood werestm
proficient, and which they most jealously guardeds that of
astronomy. The people worshiped the sun, moon, datk as
gods, and a knowledge of their true nature wouldehat
once put an end to the influence of the priestsp where
believed by the ignorant and superstitious crowdbéo able to
withhold or dispense, by prayers, invocations, aatrifices,
the divine favor. The priest of a pretended godenvionce his
god is exposed, stands before the world a conviatgubstor.
To deny the divinity of the sun, moon, and stans, vehat was
the same thing, to permit science to disclose tlreie nature
to the masses of the people was consequently hgldhé
priesthood of Egypt as the highest of crimes. Bknawledge
of astronomy the priests were able to calculate &ngredict
eclipses of the sun and moon, events beheld wigerstitious
awe and fear by the multitude. Seeing how certaihBse pre-
dictions, when thus made, were fulfilled, the psSesvere
credited with the power to foretell other eventsdao look
into the future generally. So they cast horoscoped assumed
to be prophets.

Of course, a knowledge of astronomy diffused amdtmeg
people would have been fatal to these pretensidhe. facts
of astronomy were therefore, for these reasons mastfully
hidden from the common people, and the priesthoodly o
communicated them to each other, veiled in allegdriables,
the key to which was disclosed to him only who hakien the
highest degrees of the Mysteries, and given thet rmosvinc-
ing proofs of his fidelity and zeal.

The names under which the sun was personified were
many, but the one great feature, most prolific ablés, was
his great decline in light and heat during the weifintand his
renewal in glory and power at the vernal equinoot sunmmer
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solstice, which gave rise to all that class of retge which rep-
resent the sun-god (under various names) as dymb being
restored to life again.

Thus, we are told, in the Egyptian sacred legerat t
Osirus, or the Sun, was slain byyphon,a gigantic monster,
typical of darkness and the evil powers of natufee body
was placed in a chest, thrown into the Nile, anémwout to
sea. Isis, or the Moon personified as a goddessacks the
whole earth in search of the body, which she fitasribly
mutilated. She joins the dissevered parts, ancesaism to life
again.

In the Greek mythology we are told thatonis (the Lord,
or sun-god) is slain, but it returns to life agdor six months
each year—thus dying in the fall and winter montasd
returning to life again during the spring and summe

The ritual of the Mysteries in Egypt, India and &re, was
founded upon this legend, in some form, of the llematd res-
urrection of the personified sun-god.

The Egyptian Mysteries of Osiris and Isis were lie form
of a mystic drama, representing the death by vedeaf Osiris
(the sun-god), the search for his body by Isis, khe&on, and
its finding and being raised to life and power agdn the cel-
ebration of these Mysteries theeophytewas made to perform
all the mysterious wanderings of the goddess arh& most
frightful scenes. He was guided by one of the atetl, who
wore a mask representing a dog's head, in alluseonthe
bright starSothis(Sirius, or the dog-star), so called because the
rising of that star each year above the horizonn pefore day
gave warning of the approaching inundation of thiée.NThe
word Sothismeans the "barker,” or "monitor."

The candidate was by this guide conducted through a
dark and mysterious labyrinth. With much pain heuggled
through involved paths, over horrid chasms, in dess and
terror. At length he arrived at a stream of watenjch he was
directed to pass. Suddenly, however, he was assawnhd
10
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arrested by three men, disguised in grotesque fomh® tak-
ing a cup of water from the stream, forced theifted candi-
date to first drink of it. This was the water ofrdetfulness, by
drinking which all his former crimes were to be dotten, and
his mind prepared to receive new instructions aftuei and
truth.

The attack ofTyphon, or the spirit of darkness, typical of
the evil powers of nature, upo®siris, who was slain, was
also enacted as the initiation progressed, and aimed most
terrible scenes, during which the "judgment of thead" was
also represented, and the punishments of the wickdub-
ited as realities to the candidate. The searchtlier body of
Osiris, which was concealed in the mysterious clogstark,"”
followed. The mutilated remains were at last fourahd
deposited amid loud cries of sorrow and despaie Titiation
closed with the return of Osirus to life and pow&he candi-
date now beheld, amid effulgent beams of light, jogful
mansions of the blessed, and the resplendent plaihs
paradise.

| saw the sun at midnight" (says Apuleius, speakihg

his own initiation into the Mysteries of Isis) "simg

with its brilliant light, and | approached the prase of

the gods beneath, and the gods of heaven, and stood
near and worshiped them.  (See "Metamorphosis")

At this stage of the initiation, all was life, lighand joy. The
candidate was himself figuratively considered tosehaisen to
a new and more perfect life. The past was dead) it its
crimes and unhappiness. Henceforth the candidate wvaler
the special protection of Isis, to whose service deglicated
his new life. (See Apuleius.)

The sublime mysteries of religion and the profowde
teachings of science were now revealed to him, satisfied
his thirst for knowledge, while the possession ofver as one
of the hierarchy gratified his ambition.

11
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The Mysteries of all the other nations of antiquityere
quite similar to those of Egypt, and were no dodletrived
from them.

In India the chief deity was triune, and consisted
Brahma, the Creator, Vishnu, the Preserver, andiva, the
Destroyer. Brahma was the representative of thagrisun,
and the others respectively of the meridian and s$ed#ing
sun. The aspirant having been sprinkled with wagerd
divested of his shoes, was causing to circumambulae altar
three times.

At the east, west, and south points of the mysticlec were
stationed triangularly the three representativesth&f sun-god,
denoting the rising, setting, and meridian sun. hE&éme the
aspirant arrived in the sough he was made to ewcldi copy
the example of the sun, and follow his benevolentse."

After further ceremonies, consisting in the main solemn
admonitions by the chief Brahman to lead a lifepofity and
holiness, the aspirant was again placed in chafgéis con-
ductor, and enjoined to maintain strict silence amnthe sever-
est penalty; told to summon up all his fortituded dvetray no
symptoms of cowardice.

Amid the gloom then began bewailings for the lo$sthe
sun-god Sita, followed by ceremonies of fearful import, and
scenic representations of a terrible nature. Thedidate was
made to personifyishnu, and engaged in a contest with the
powers of darkness, which, as the representativeéhef god,
he subdued. This was followed by a dazzling dispséylight,
and a view of Brahma exalted, glorified, and tridmapt.

In Persia the candidate was prepared by numerostsaiu
tions performed with water, fire, and honey. A praled fast
for fifty days in a gloomy cavern followed, whera solitude
he endured cold, hunger, and stripes. After this ¢andidate
was introduced for initiation into another cavemhere he
was received on the point of a sword presented aad
slightly wounding, his naked left breast. He wastrmeowned

12
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with olive, anointed with the sacred oil, and cliadenchanted
armor. He was then taken through wevenstages of his initi-
ation. As he traversed the circuitous mazes ofgloemy cav-
ern his fortitude was tried by fire and water, aoygl apparent
combats with wild beasts and hideous forms, typicélthe
evil powers of nature, in the midst of darknesdieved only
by flashes of lightening and the pealing of thundde was
next made to behold the torments of the wicked iadés.
This was followed by a view of Elysium, and the tiation
concluded by a display of divine light and the Fimaumph of
Ormuzdthe sun-god, over all the powers of darkness.

In Greece the Mysteries were denominated as theeres
and greater Mysteries. A chosen few only were aeénhito the
latter, and they were bound to secrecy by the nfieghtful
oaths.

The Eleusinian Mysteries were performed by the Aidues
at Eleusis every fifth year, and were subsequeittyoduced
at Rome by Adrian. These Mysteries were the samth@se of
Orpheus. A magnificent temple of vast extent havibgen
erected for their celebration at Eleusis, they eqghently
became known as the Eleusinian Mysteries. The ipahc
officers who conducted the ceremonies were the dpleant,
the Torch-Bearer, the Priest, the Archon, or Kirapd the
Mystagogue.

The hierophant appeared seated upon a magnificent
throne, adorned with gold. He was dressed in alroghe;
over his head a rainbow was arched, and there talsomoon
and seven stars were seen. Around his neck wasrsisp a
golden globe. These expressive symbols all poihttred fact
that the hierophant represented the sun. Before hiere
twenty-four attendants, clad in white robes and nmgagolden
crowns. These represented the twenty-four anciantstella-
tions of the upper hemisphere. Around him burneth vdaz-
zling radiance seven lights, denoting the sevemegita The
torch-bearer, whose duty it was to lead the pracesshen

13
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the wanderings of Rhea commenced in search of tbdy bof
the lost god, may have been intended to represkat feebler
light of the moon, since Rhea and Ceres were balkbntical,
according to Herodotus, with the Egyptian Isis. Tlaeity of
the mystagogue was to impose silence on the asgenaid
command the profane to withdraw. The priest offamlh at the
altar, and bore the symbol of the moon, being, like Egyp-
tian priests of Isis, devoted to her service.

The archon, or king, preserved order, offered alm@yers
and sacrifices, compelled all unworthy and uniteia persons
to retire at the order of the mystagogue, and medisall who
presumed to disturb the sacred rites. The aspivas required
to pass through a period of probation, during whibk pre-
pared himself by chastity, fasting, prayer, and iteece. He
was then dressed in sacred garments, crowned witfrtlem
and blindfolded. After being thus "duly and trulyrepared” he
was delivered over to the Mystagogue, who began ithida-
tion by the prescribed proclamation:

"Exas, exas, este Bebeloi*~ ("Depart hence, all ye
profane!")

The aspirant was then conducted on a long and yainf
pilgrimage through many dark and circuitous passage
sometimes it seemed to him as if he were ascending
steep hills, walking over flinty ground, which toigs
feet at every step, and again down deep valleys and
through dense and difficult forests. Meanwhile as h
advanced, sounds of terror surrounded him, and he
heard the fierce roar of wild beasts and the hissih
serpents. At length, the bandage being removed from
his eyes, he found himself in what seem a wild and
uncultivated country. The light of day never peated

this gloomy region, and the pale and spectral gjast
served to light up the horrors of the scene. Liditgers,
hyenas and venomous serpents menaced him at every
point while thunder, lightening, fire and watermimest
and earthquake, threatened the destruction of titieee
world. He hardly recovers from his surprise andoter

14
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- <D

AT

OSIRIS

THE GOD REPRESENTED EMBLEMATI-
CALLY AS A MAN WITH ABULL'S
HEAD, HIEROGLYPHICALLY DENOTING
THE SUN IN TAURUS. IN ONE HAND HE
HOLDS THE SYMBOL OF ETERNAL
LIFE, IN THE OTHER THE EMBLEM OF
POWER, ABOVE WHICH APPEARS

THE NAME OF THE GOD IN HIERO-
GLYPHICS, WHICH, BY A SINGLE
COINCIDENCE, IS COMPOSED ALMOST
ENTIRELY OF MASONIC EMBLEMS.

his eyes no sooner becoing
accustomed to the twilight
of the place, than he discovéss
before him a huge iron
door, on which is this inscription: 'He who woulttain

to the highest and most perfect state, and riseéh&
sphere of absolute bliss, must be purified fbe, air,
and water.' He had scarcely read these words when the
door turned on its hinges, and he was thrust inteast
apartment also shrouded in gloom. (Arnold)

Then began the wanderings of Rhea in search of
remains of Bacchus, her body begirt with a serpemtd a
flaming torch in her hand, uttering as she goesdwahd frantic
shrieks and lamentations for her loss. Those areadtiated
join in, and mix their howlings with hers, blendedavith
mournful music. By means of a certain mechanicalntrbo
ances (see Salverti's "Philosophy of Magic,” val. Ghapter X;
also, Brewster's “"Natural Magic") the plains of faans were
presented as realities before his eyes. He behbkl ftames
amid which the wicked suffered the purification Dbyire.
Behind him yawned a dismal and dark abyss, frontiwhi

15
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issued a burning wind and voices of woe and suiteri
Approaching the brink he looks down, and sees s@ug
pended on the sharp points of the rocks, and othepaled
on a mighty wheel, which turned without ceasingjsthwork-
ing their way toward heaven through the purgatorzi.
The purification bywater was represented by the horrors of
a gloomy lake, into which souls less guilty wereunged.
Apuleius also alludes to this purification by firay, and water.
He says, "I approached the confines of death, hasling trod
on the threshold of Proserpine, and | returned efhem,
being borne through all the elements."

As the aspirant thus wanders among these starsigames,
surrounded by the wild cries and lamentations & goddess
and her train, at a signal from the hierophant dden turn is
given to their feelings. The gloom begins to disgrp and
their cries of grief are changed to joyful and tmphant shouts
of "Eurekamen, eurekamen!'("We have found it!") The
euresis,or discovery of the body, is then celebrated, amel t
mangled form of the murdered sun-god restored froeath
and darkness to life and light and power.

Another iron gate, heretofore concealed, is nowowr
open. The Orphic hymn is chanted, and a splendettaple
of the Elysian fields and the bliss of the purifipdesented.
The four-and-twenty attendants of the hierophanbstpate
themselves before him, and, amid strains of solenusic, the
neophyte receives the benediction and instructiars the
hierophant. (See Rev. A. C. Arnold's "History ofc&# Societ-
ies"; Bishop Warburton on the "Mysteries"; Olivetidistory of
Initiation"; Apuleius's "Metamorphoses"”; and Satver"History
of Magic")

The Mysteries of theCubiria, or Kabiri, of Samothrace,
were to the same effect, and were derived from shene
Egyptian source—the Mysteries of Osiris and Isis-elwhthey
perhaps followed more closely. The candidate, afteterm of
probation, was purified by water and blood, madesaarifice
16
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ISIS AND HORUS

GNOSTIC GEM OF ISIS

"ISIS WAS WIFE OF OSIRIS AND
MOTHER OF HORUS. SHE WAS
ORIGINALLY THE GODDESS OF THE
EARTH, AND AFTERWARD OF THE
MOON. THE GREEKS IDENTIFY HER
BOTH WITH DEMETER, AND CERES,
AND WITH IO."

(SMITH'S "CLASSICAL DICTIONARY")

a bull and a ram, and to drink of two fountainsgg ttne called
Lethe (oblivion) and the otherMnemosyne (memory), by
which means he lost the recollection of all hisnfer crimes,
and preserved the memory of his new instructiond aows.
This is exactly similar to the Egyptian Mysteri@he candidate
was next conducted to a dark cavern, and thenaadhr hor-
rible scenes similar to those before described. Wadls were
clothed in black, and he was surrounded by all ¢hgblems
of decay and death. Terrible phantoms passed apdssed
before him. A bier rose up at his feet, and on #swa coffin
and a dead body, representing the slain sun-godfurferal
dirge was chanted by an invisible choir, and a# #tenes of
terror multiplied.

17
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DIONYSUS
OR
BACCHUS

CERES,
DEMETER,
ISIS, ETC.

These fearful visions were brought to a close byload
dazzling light. All the emblems of death vanish&he dead
body of the sun-god on the bier was raised andmetuto life
amid demonstrations of joy and triumph. The carngidevas
then instructed, sprinkled with water, and a newn@&agiven
him. This new name, together with a mystic tokerl angn,
was engraved upon a small white stone and preséemtaah.

18
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VIRGO

VIRGO IS THE SIGN THE SUN ENTERS IN
AUGUST, AND WAS DEPICTED IN THE
ZODIAC HOLDING IN HER HANDS THE
EMBLEMS OF THE HARVEST. THE
IDENTITY OF CERES, THE GODDESS OF
THE HARVEST, WITH THE CONSTELLA-
TION VIRGO, IS QUITE PLAIN. THIS
FIGURE OF THE FRUITFUL VIRGIN WAS
PLACED IN THE ZODIAC AS EMBLEMATIC
OF THE HARVEST SEASON, BECAUSE THE
SUN IS IN THOSE STARS AT THAT TIME.
THE WORD "VIRGO" ORIGINALLY IMPLIED
NOT ONLY A VIRGIN, BUT ANY VIRTUOUS
MATRON. BY AN ASTRONOMICAL ALLE-
GORY THIS VIRGIN OF AUGUST BECAME A
GODDESS, WHO DESCENDED TO THE
EARTH, PRESIDED OVER THE HARVEST,
TAUGHT MANKIND AGRICULTURE, AND
WAS WORSHIPPED UNDER VARIOUS
NAMES.

The Mysteries of Dionysus were the same as thesklgun
and those of Bacchus, Dionysus being but one ofndraes of
Bacchus.

The Dionysiac Mysteries and those of the Kabirivaried
in Asia Minor, and spread through all the cities $§ria.
Hiram, King of Tyre,was undoubtedly the high-priest of these
Mysteries at Tyre, and the institution continued dmist in
Judea as late as the time of Christ, as a secc&ttgdknown as
the Essenes("History of Secret Societies,” by Rev. Augustus C.
Arnold.

From the foregoing descriptions of the different dtyies,
it clearly appears that the main facts of the lelgehthe death
of the sun-god and his return to life, as illuscatand cele-
brated in them all, are substantially the same,ingaween
derived from the same source—the Mysteries of ©sand
Isis. The death of the sun-god, whom the "aspirastamati-
cally represented, was the main characteristic heimt all. So
intimately were the ideas of death and initiatioanmected,
that in the Greek language the same word expressed
ideas,reAevtav is to die,andreieiofai to be initiated.

19
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(Warburton, "Div.Lg.," Book II, s. 4.) Th@ames,however, by
which the personified sun-god was known, variedhwihe
language of the people:

"Ogygia me Bacchum vocat;
Osirin Egyptus putat;
Mysi Phanacerp nominant;
Dionuson Indi existimant;
Romana sacra Liberum;
Aribica gens Adoneum."
—AUSONIUS, Epigram30.

But, although the legend of initiation was thus stahtially
the same in all the civilized nations of antiquiygt it must be
borne in mind that the allegory of the death andirreto life
of the sun-god was naturally and necessarily medlifin its
minor details so as to conform to the different dibans of
climate and order of the seasons, which prevaitedhe vari-
ous countries, into which it was adopted from Egyphe
Egyptians divided the year into seasons peculiar them-
selves, consequent upon the exceptional naturehaf toun-
try, where all agricultural pursuits were dependepbn and
regulated by the yearly inundation of the Nile. yheivided
the year into three seasons of four months eadh:fitkt was
called the season dPlanets, "and originally included Novem-
ber, December, January, and February; the secorsdtevened
the season ofFlowering, " or "Harvest, "and included March,
April, May, and June; the third was known as thassa of
"Waters, " or "Inundation, " alluding to the overflow of the
Nile, and originally consisted of July, August, &spber, and
October. (Rawlinson's "Herodotus,"” vol. ii, page833If we
inscribe anequilateral trianglewithin the circle of the zodiac,
placing Taurus on the vernal equinox, andeo at the summer
solstice, as was the case when the Egyptian seaserss first
divided, we will have a correct representation bé tancient
Egyptian year.

But, in the course of time, owing to the want ot@rect
knowledge of the true length of the solar yearséhgeasons
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ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN
YEAR

changed, and those of the summer fell in winterwdis there-
fore found to be necessary to make a correctionthef calen-
dar, which was done by observations taken of thbada

rising of the dog-staSothis,or Sirius. In their sacred calendar,
however, the Egyptian priests appear to have medaithe
"vague" or indefinite year of three hundred andtysidays, so
that the festivals of the gods illustrating the ded of Osiris
might pass through all the different seasons of ear.

(Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyptians," vol. ii, chapteviii.) This

ignorance of the true length of the solar year poed also a
similar confusion in the times of celebrating thestival of the
gods in other countries, so that a festival, oatin intended
(for instance) to celebrate the arrival of the sinthe summer
solstice, with appropriate ceremonies, might coroe fdll in

winter, when the nature of those ceremonies hadhamnony
with the season. In like manner a festival, orifinantended
to celebrate the new birth of the sun at the wirdelstice,
would in process of time come to be held in the mem and
thus be in utter violation of the solar allegoryhi§, of course
had the effect to entirely hide, or greatly obscuftee original
solar allusion of these festivals, and it was pbdpéor this
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reason that the Egyptian priesthood retained thgug" year
in their sacred calendar.

The neglect of the function of a year in the cadendoes
not appear to amount to much, but owing to thisseaalone,
the first of January in the time of Julius Caesad ffallen back
so as to nearly coincide with the autumnal equin@aesar
corrected the calendar, but, in order to do so, waigged to
make an extraordinary year of four hundred and yfbve
days; this was called "the year of confusion." Tharection
made by Caesar did not prevent the recurrence ef sdme
evil, for in process of time it was found that theasons again
began to disagree with the almanac, and the rebgiestivals
of the Christian Church, like those of its pagaredecessor
began to fall out of place. This led to the coimttmade by
Pope Gregory, and the subsequent adoption of oesept
method of keeping the calendar correct. The solEgary,
when it was introduced into countries north of Hgyand
whose agriculture was not regulated by the overflofvthe
Nile, was modified, as we have seen, in some pdatis, in
order to harmonize the allegory with the climated asrder of
seasons which prevailed in those countries; but waant of
correspondence that subsequently existed between fehti-
vals, originally intended to celebrate the summad avinter
solstices and the vernal and autumnal equinoxed, the true
time of the sun's arrival at those points, was tuen imper-
fect calendar, resulting from an ignorance of teegth of the
solar year.

Another cause which had the effect to obscure thginal
astronomical signification of the mythological wlef antiquity
is the phenomenon known as thprecession of the equi-
noxes, "which has also changed the order of the seasons, sc
far as the same is marked by the entrance of theirdo par-
ticular constellations of the zodiac, at certairrigos of the
year. As, for instance, the advent of spring wa<ieatly
marked by the entrance of the sun among the staing con-
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stellation Taurus, it is now marked by his appearance among
the stars of the constellatioRisces. The nature of this phe-

nomenon and the astronomical changes which it has p
duced will be more fully explained in the followichapter.

In our astronomical explanation of the masonic itiaals,
legends, and emblems, all these causes thus tentbng
obscure and modify the original solar allegory, Wk taken
into account, and the same astronomically adapfed,obvi-
ous reasons to the astronomical conditions existmgcoun-
tries north of the equator at the time of the bogdof King
Solomon's temple, and some three or four hundredrsye
immediately before and after.

Some of the masonic emblems, however, must bereefer
to a period much earlier, and some to a much ld&te, for it
must be remembered that the astronomical legendd an
emblems of freemasonry did not all originate at th&me
period of time nor among the same people. Theyhallyever,
harmonize in their allegorical method, and strictdgnform to
the state of the heavens, and astronomical conditiand the
order of the seasons, as well as the degree oftsiceknowl-
edge of the era and country in which they respeltivorigi-
nated and become incorporated into that systemywibslical
instruction then already existing, and now knowmasonic.

It is the intention of this work to show— 1. Thahet
masonic tradition is but one of the numerous arceiego-
ries of the yearly passage of the personified Smorg the
twelve constellations of the zodiac—being founded @ sys-
tem of astronomical symbols and emblems employed the
purpose of teaching and illustrating the two greaths, of the
being of QME spiritual, invisible, omnipresent, and omnipotent
Gop, and theimmortality of the soul of mar2. That, while
these two great doctrines were also originally taug all the
ancient Mysteries, by the use of the same astrarainallego-
ries and symbols, freemasonry alone retained itsnigpre
truth and purity, while the others degenerated antorrupt
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system of solar worship. The sun, originally intedd as a
symbol only of the true God, was in time confoundeith the
person of God himself, and thus itself worshippesl @ God.
In freemasonry, on the contrary, it would appeaat tithe exact
reverse of this process has taken place, for, while idea of
God as an invisible spiritual being has been rebre kept
alive, on the other hand, the original symbolismd aprimitive
category relating to the sun as an illustration agwchblem of
the divine nature has been lost sight of, and the tmeaning
and profound scientific import of the masonic ttadi, leg-
ends and emblems thus almost forgotten. The Rev. @iver,
whose great learning will be disputed by none, says

The poets, historians, and philosophers of Grealteof
whom had been initiatednto the Mysteries, unite in
describing the Supreme Being as ONE single, divine,
and unapproachable essence, who created and governs
the world. And in India the Supreme Deity is thuad®
to describe himself, in one of the sacred booksichvh
has been preserved and transmitted from an unknown
period: "I was even at first not any other thindpatt
which exists, the supreme; and afterward | am that
which is; and he who must remain am L."

("Landmarks," Lecture XXI)

In the notes to this lecture of Dr. Oliver's, muesfaluable
information on this point is also collected and densed. The
following is from the celebrated anthem of "OrpHeus

When the doors are carefully guarded to exclude the
profane, | will communicate the SECRET OF SECREGS t
the aspirant perfectly initiated. Attend, therefote my
words, for | shall reveal a solemn and unexpectetht
to your startled ears—a truth which will overturi a
your preconceived opinions, and convey to your mind
unalloyed happiness. Let your soul be elevated h® t
contemplation of divinity. Adore Him, for He is tlgov-
ernor of the world.Know that HE IS ONE—that He
has no equaland that to Him all things are indebted
for their existence.He is everywhere present, though
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invisible, and all human thoughts are open to His
inspection. (Note 27)

On the temple of Sais, in Lower Egypt, was insaities
following sentence relating to the Deity:

"I am all that hath been, and is, and shall be,
And my veil no mortal hath yet removed."
(Note 29)

In Note 32 to the same lecture, a translation igemi of an
extract from the Veda, which is deemed the oldesbvkbin the
world, except certain parts of the Bible. It is mnslation made
in 1656 by command of the Sultan Darah of @upanishat, a
word meaninghe secret that is not to be revealed:

And what was this great mystery which was so c#lyefu
concealed in those ancient books? Like the sedré¢hen
Egyptian and Grecian Mysteriesf was nothing less
than the Unity of the Godheadunder the name of
Ruder, which is thus explained in another of their
sacred books:

The angels have assembled themselves together in
heaven beforeRuder, made obeisance and asked him,
"O Ruder, what art thou?"Ruder replied: " Were there
any other,| would describe myself by a similitude. |
always was, | always am, | always shall Géere is no
other, so that | can say to you, | am like him.this ME

is the inward essence and the exterior substancell of
things. | am theprimitive causeof all things in the east
or west, or north or south—above or below, it id Am
all. | am older than all. lam the King of kings. My
attributes are transcendentam Truth.l am the spirit of
creation.| am the Creator. | am Almighty. | am Purity. |
am the first, the middle, and the end. | am Light"

Certainly no more sublime and comprehensive desmnijof
the eternal God was ever written.

Speaking of the antiquity of the Veda, Max Mullays:

It will be difficult to settle whether the Veda the "old-
est of books," and whether some portions of the Old

25



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

Testament may not be traced back to the same ar eve
an earlier date than the oldest hymns of the VBd&.

in the Aryan world the Veda is certainly the oldest
book, and its preservation amounts almost to a eharv
(See "Lecture on the Vedas," at Leeds, 1865)

Muller in the same lecture fixes the date of thedad& at
"between twelve and fifteen hundred years before iBhris-
tian era."” This is over three thousand years ago.

Dr. Oliver, in Note 34 to his lectures before quhtenforms
us that Zoroaster taught that

God is the first—incorruptible, eternal, unmadeyisi
ble—most unlike everything—the leader or authoratif
good—unbribable—the best of the good—the wisest of
the wise.

With all this evidence before him, and actually wab in
his writings, Dr. Oliver, strange as it may appes,in the con-
stant habit, in his works, of branding without ofistion all the
ancient Mysteries as "spurious freemasonry,” anthepi which
he invented, and which has been adopted by a feherst
But, if the sublime views of God above quoted amputious,”
where shall we look for the genuine ones, for thdaaght in
freemasonry today are the same?

Late discoveries make the fact, that the unity obddGwas
taught in the ancient Egyptian Mysteries, beyohdalibt.

"The manifold forms of the Egyptian pantheon" (satfse
late E. Deutsch) "were buteligious masksof the sublime doc-
trine of the unity of the Deity communicated to tiatiated in
the Mysteries" The gods of the Pantheon, says M. Pierrot, were
"only manifestations of the One Being in various pamxities."
("Dict. of d'Arch. Egypt.," article "Religion,” P 1875.)
M. Maspero and other scholars arrived at the sarmeclagsion.
("Hist. Anc. des Peuples de I'Orient," cap. i, BatB76.)

The following hymn occurs in two papyri in the BBsh
Museum. It represents the thought prevalent in Eg@p the
time of the Exodus, and is the work of Enna:
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"Hail to thee, O Nile!

He causeth growth to fulfill all desires

He never wearies of it.

He maketh his might a buckler;

He is not graven in marble

As an image bearing the double crowns;
He is not behold;

He hath neither ministrants nor offerings;
He is not adored in sanctuaries,

His abode is not known.

No shrine is found with painted figures (of him).
There is no building that can contain him.
Unknown is his name in heaven.

He does not manifest his forms;

Vain are all representations of him."

And again we find the one God thus described:

He hath made the world with his hand, its watets, i
atmosphere, its vegetation, all the flocks and shirand
fish, and reptiles, and beasts of the field.

(Hymn to Osiris, translated by Chabas)

"He made all the world contains, and hath given light
when there was yet no sun." (Melange's "Egypt," 118, 119.
Chabas.)

Glory to thee who hast begotten all that exists,owh
hast made man, and made the gods also, and all the
beasts of the field! Thou makest men to live. Thast
no second to thee. Thou givest the breath of Iifieou
art the light of the world.

(Leeman, "Monuments du Musee des Pays-Bas," ii, 3)

But although God was the creator, yet he is himssklf-
created."

His commencement is from the beginning. He is the
God who has e