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FORWARD

UNDERSTANDING

WHY THIS BOOK ISIMPORTANT

BY JORDANMAXWELL

Many years ago it was pointed out to me that ineord
to know correctly the very foundations on which
anything is based, one must DIG UNDER the
foundation on which the thing STANDS. Only then
does one have a truaunderstanding of the subject. |
believe it is an "ldea whose time has come" to make
this fascinating knowledge that this book provides,
available to the person whavants to knowthe secrets of
theology.

This  out-of-print  classic work by Robert Hewitt
Brown is being reprinted by The Book Tree becaute i
contains information as valuable today as when
originally  published. This book reveals the hidden
meanings  behind the occult signs and symbols
contained in the stellar theology and Masonic
astronomy from ancient times.

This book is a primer, a beginning point, for theudy

of signs and symbols that have relevance today
because they are used—everywhere— with a purpose.
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Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

This is a book about "open secrets." Open secrets a
those that are plainly seen, available to everyoyet, have
their meaning hidden because most people simply ndo
know the meaning behind the symbology. If | wentataity in
the Moslem part of the world and tried to read rtheewspa-
per | could not do so. It is not because | am igngrbut | do
not know the language. The symbols are foreign te: m
though the stories are readily available, and atévely com-
municated to others. Yet | cannot read them. Thoskbpro-
vides a starting place to learn the "alphabet'SofiBOLS soyou
can understand the meaning behind them.

The Purpose of Signs and Symbols

Signs and symbols are not merely for decorationraor-
dom meaningless marks without purpose. Signs amdbaslg
have real, specific and precise meanings. Alsassignd sym-
bols usually haveoNE PURPOSE— to identify, and the identifi-
cation is expressed in two ways — (1) by showawgnership,
and (2) by showinglirection.

Signs and symbols can show ownership. "Propertythef
United States Government — Keep Out."” For busireessen-
ership is expressed by signs on store windows ltoy¢&r what
the store is selling, special sales, hours of dperadirections
to other stores, or telephone numbers. When thessand
symbols are "occult" (cleverly concealed or hiddeming
astronomical and Masonic signification, ownership also
being expressed.

Signs also identify what direction you are travgliRoute
22" or "San Diego, 3 miles"), or what you should @&at at
This Restaurant,” "Shop at That Grocery" or "STQRIghway
signs, now international in usage, have generimscoecogniz-
able for children and those with minimum educatiofhe
occult astronomical and Masonic signs and symboés aso
generic, but are recognizabeNLy IF YOU KNOW the meaning
behind them.

viii
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A surprising number of ancient symbols are found eote-
rior and interior decorations of most of our chwsh syna-
gogues, temples, government buildings, as well ankd
insurance companies, hospitals and other institatiobuild-
ings. | propose to you that such signs and symi@sion-
strate ownership and point the public in a dedilieection.

Advertising, the world over, uses familiar signsdagym-
bols so that the potential buyer can readily recnthe
product, service or company selling the product.

Questions, Questions

Why are astronomical signs and symbols on thoséd-bui
ings and in advertising? They shopurpose and direction.
They reveal thatsOMEONE SOMETIME in the history of that
church, synagogue, temple, government building,kpbansur-
ance company, hospital, or place of business wantede
signs and symbols in place OBEONE KNEW WHAT THE SIGNS
AND SYMBOLS MEANT and used them purposefully.

What place do occult, astronomical and Masonic ssignd
symbols have on churches? Why do they appear ipocate
logos? Why are governmental and organizationalssqaliblic
and private agency badges, etc., filled with sucult signs
and symbols?

If such signs and symbols are meaningless, why tiaey
there? Wiy NOT REMOVE THEM? If people do not know the
meaning of the symbols, why have them?

If the signs and symbolbave meaning,wHoO is doing the
communicating? If the symboleave meaning, why hide the
meaning? TowHOM are they communicating? M@ is the
intended audience?

WHO put the symbols there? Are such signs and symbols a
joke by graphic artists, architects or constructergineers? Or
is the usage of such symbols deliberate and puiy@se
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Answers, Answers
When pagan and occult symbols are seen on churches,

such symbols are not placed there by rogue arthitempos-
ing their iron will upon ignorant Christian priestpastors, Jew-
ish rabbis, Muslem mullahs and their various rulibgards. If
a steeple is a pagan symbol of a phallus, whatt igloing on
the local church? The steeple, whether people knbvor not,
communicates the direction and ownership of thaurah It
demonstrates how to find the congregation that gdache
phallus at the topmost of their church building #o can be
seen from afar. It demonstrates ownership by dispa a
phallus for the entire community to see.

Once again, if such things have no meaningjy is the
pagan symbol used? If it has meaningHy is the meaning
hidden? WHY NOT express the meaning openly? The phallus
on churches (and synagogues, and mosques) is oaepkx
of many emblems, symbols, and signs used in modgyn-
religions all over the world.

Unless you know the meaning behind the symbols, you
won't understand —wWHY THEY ARE USED Once your eyes are
opened to the true meaning of religious symbolsdugse your
place of worship, it will finally "hit you,” and wo will see to
what extent the religions of the western world ame, point of
fact, ancient paganism.

Organization of the Book— Part 1

This work is divided into three parts. Part Oneg thtro-
duction, is contained in the first four chaptersi Chapter 1,
Robert Hewitt Brown, 32° Mason, tells why he isealing the

! For a full discussion of sexual symbolism in rigiy see Ernest
Busenbark'sSymbols, Sex, and the Stars: An Outline of thei@rigf
Moon and Sun Worship, Astrology, Sex Symbolismtidieaning
of Numbers, the Cabala, and Many Popular Customgth®) Super-
stitions and Religious Belief€San Diego: The Truth Seeker Com-
pany, I“nc 1949, a Book Tree reprint, 1997). Fodvéy Jordan
Maxwe
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hidden meanings behind the ancient mysteries thakemup
Masonic beliefs. Brown indicates that everything teveals
has been published elsewhere by proper Masonicoatigis.
They are "open secrets.”

Few people of religious bent, Jew, Christian or Mos
have any idea at all of the profoundeaning and implica-
tions in these religious symbol$OR WORLD FREEMASONRY
Fewer still have any knowledge of the occult ordeid con-
nections between Judaism, Christianity, the Bible and
WORLD FREEMASONRY. Unless and until such occult knowl-
edge of religious symbols is understood, we willvéhanothing
but the same confusion we have had for the la®02y@ars!

In Chapter 2 Brown gives an account of the anciays-
tery systems and the early forms of worship. Egyptilndian,
Eleusinian, Bacchanal, Ceres, and Dionysiac myserare
mentioned. An understanding of these Mysteriessemtial.

Chapter 3 contains a brief rundown of basic astrooal
facts. One cannot understand what follows withoabvking
the basic terminology and concepts of astronomy.

Chapter 4 concludes Part One by describing what the
ancient civilizations knew about astronomy and hadkey
made their calculations and predictions about teavéns.

Organization of the Book— Part 2

Part Two goes into detail aboutAgboNIiC astronomy, and
the allegory of the seasonal death and resurrectbnthe
Heavenly Sun. Chapter 5 shows Masonic astronomythi
architecture, words and ritual of Freemasonry. Tre&ation-
ship between the Masonic ritual and the symbolsh wite
Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem is revealed. Ideatibn is
made of the Masonic character of Hiram Abif, so am@nt to
the Masonic rituals and symbolism.

In Chapter 6, the astronomical allegory of the kleahd
resurrection ofGod's Heavenly Sun is the key to most astro-
nomical symbolism around the world. Other worksegiv
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greater detail and focus far beyond the basics Bnatvn dem-
onstrates for us in this foundational book, but th®rmation
given here is an excellent start.

Organization of the Book— Part 3

Chapter 7, the heart of the book, is the largesiptdr and
has the most revealing information. It contains astronomical
explanation of the emblems, symbols and legendshefmys-
teries. It shows how the ancient mysteries are madeern,
and the meaning of many of them is restored fosgme day.
Brown goes into detail regarding the Masonic symbahd the
astronomical relationships. The basics of the Zodsd the
signification of each of the astrological housee arade clear.
Pillars, globes and the meanings behind them adaieed.
Sacred numbers and the days of the week are destuss
they become clear. The meaning of the word "mystéself
and its relationship with Masonry is shown.

In Chapter 9, Brown's short conclusion claims that has
defended Freemasonry and vindicated its claims. Yeuthe
judge.

Why Reprint this Book?

This work wasnot reprinted (despite Brown's explanation
for writing it) to be a defense of Freemasoniyisltreprinted to
be a tool to help free shackled minds — minds camsd by
thought patterns ignoring the obvious and seekingepd
meanings when original meanings are the truth.

Nineteenth-century Socialists and Communists betlev
that "raising the consciousness” of the people @Woochuse
uprisings to force governments to change to Seoalor Com-
munism. The real solution is simpler. To know thath, to
have one's consciousness raised, not by recognaipglitical
philosophy, but by knowing what the simple signgd asym-
bols of everyday life mean, a person ceamoose.He or she
can choose to participate — or not to participatén-good,

Xii
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bad or indifferent aspects of society, governmerligion,
commerce. Having the ability to choose, to make scmus
and not manipulated choices, such is true freed@sed on
understanding!

Reading Brown's book, you will notice th&tellar Theol-
ogy and Masonic Astronomyorms the basis for much of
today's religious concepts and belief structurethben the
assumptions and the expressions of today's reBgi@ocial,
educational, corporate and governmental organistioYou
will note that these signs and symbols are in engdeevery-
where in society. Just a little concentration toercome the
familiarity of your surroundings, and the scaledl vie lifted
from your eyes, and the shackles removed from ywmimd.
You will see the world around you as never beforge way
it really is. And you will see how its secrets wdrglden "in
plain sight." Truly many will look with their eyebut not see.

Remember, most truths in life are revealed throtigpen
secrets." This reprint book helps make the trutimpger and
easier to understand, and one's choices better.

Enjoy the book. This is Jordan Maxwell.

Xiii
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION—
A FEWWORDS
TO THEMASONIC
FRATERNITY

THE WRITER OF THIS WORK was for a long
time in considerable doubt as to the propriety df i
publication—not because he had any lack of faith in
the truth of the theory it advocates, but from arfehat
the revelations it contains might be thought unildwf
according to a strict construction of the masonibliga-
tion. But, after consulting with many conscientiouas
well as eminent members of the fraternity, the auth
was confirmed in his belief that nothing is said the
book which discloses any of thessential secretsof that
order.

The “essential secrets" of freemasonry are defined
by Dr. Oliver, in his "Dictionary of Symbolical
Masonry," as consisting of nothing more,

than the signs, grips, passwords, and tokens
essential to the preservation of the society from
the inroads of impostors, together with certain
symbolical emblems, the technical terms apper-

2



Chapter I. Introduction—Words to the Masonic Fraternity

taining to which serve as a sort of universal laggu by
which the members of the fraternity can distinguish
each other in all places and countries where lodges
instituted.

Now, although in the following pages the masoniadiion as
to the history of an important masonic personage frigely
alluded to, nowhere is there anything said, or ewemplied by
which any of the essential secrets of the craft ataced in
peril; nor is there any particle of information giv which can
be use to unprincipled persons, however acute, whight
desire to impose themselves upon the fraternity hasing a
right to its benefits and honors. The masonic readéould
also bear in mind that many things in the followingages,
which are to him full of masonic significance, wilhppear to
the uninitiated but an expression of some of thmpkist facts
in the science of astronomy, long established ambwk to
all.

Says Gadicke, a masonic writer of repute:

With the increase of enlightenment and rationalecef
tion, it is admitted that a brother may both speadd
write much upon the order without becoming a traito
to its secrets.... Inquiries into the history ot tlorder,
and the true meaning of its hieroglyphics and ceremo-
nies by learned brethren, cannot be considered treason,
for the order itself recommends the study of itstdry,

and that every brother should instruct his felloas
much as possible. It is the same with the printeplae
nation of the moral principles argymbolsof the order.
We are recommended to study them incessantly, until
we have made ourselves masters of the valuable-info
mation they contain; and, when our learned and cau-
tious brethren publish the result of their inquerighey
ought to be most welcome to the craft.

These remarks of Gadicke are quoted with apprabatioy
Dr. Oliver, who himself says, in the introductiom this "Land-
marks":



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

No hypothesis can be more untenable than that which
forebodes evil to the masonic institution from bhebli-
cation of scientific treatises illustrative of itshilosophy
and moral tendency. The lodge lectures, in theirstmo
ample and extended form, however pleasing and
instructive soever they may be, are unsatisfactamg
inconclusive. They are merely elementary, and do no
amply and completely illustrate any one peculiarc-do
trine. As they are usually delivered in nine tenttsthe
lodges, they are monotonous, and not perfectly tadap
to the end for which they are framed, or for théedf
they are intended to produce. For this reason ithat
literary and scientific men, who have been tempted
join our ranks in the hope of opening a new sowte
intellectual enjoyment, and of receiving an acaassbf
novel ideas for their reflection and delight, soe-fr
quently retire, if not with disgust, at least withixed
feelings of sorrow and regret, at the unprofitabberi-
fice of so much valuable time which might have been
applied to a better purpose.

He adds that,

if the authorized lectures of masonry were ampglifie
and illustrated, such instances would not only lyare
occur, but our lodges would become the resort of al
the talent and intelligence in the country.

Dr. Mackey, who in America holds the highest raslkaa
masonic writer, says:

The European masons are far more liberal in thiews
of the obligation of secrecy than the English or ekm
cans. There are few things, indeed, which a Fremch
German masonic writer will refuse to discuss witte t
utmost frankness. It is now beginning to be geiheral
admitted—and English and American writers are @ctin
on the admission—that the only reaporrheta (essen-
tial secrets) of freemasonry are the modes of mEeog
tion and the peculiar and distinctive ceremoniestha
order, andto these lasit is claimed that reference may
be publicly madefor the purpose okcientific investiga-
tion, provided that the reference be made so as to be
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obscure to the profane and intelligible only to ité-
ated. (Symbolism—Synoptical Indeporrheta)

Many masons who do not make themselves familiah wit
the standard and authorized masonic authors, like @iver
in England, and Pike, Mackey, and Morris in Amerieae not
aware how freely many parts of our ritual are spoké by
brothers occupying the most distinguished positionghe fra-
ternity.

In this work "I have been scrupulously careful abdie
admission of a single sentence from the peculiatutes of
masonry which has not already appeared in the gafirfbrm
in one or other of our legitimate publications.”

In speaking of the masonic traditions and legeridbave
used no greater freedom than other masonic writeh®se
works are authorized by the highest masonic bodies
England, Germany, France and America; and, in vawall
these considerations, have come to the concludah it was
not wise to permit an unnecessary and unrequiregrede of
caution to longer delay the publication of truthieh are, as
| am persuaded, of great importance and interesietaratft.



Chapter 2

THE ANCIENT
MYSTERIES
DESCRIBED

IF WE CLOSELY EXAMINE the elder forms of reli-
gious worship, we will find in most of them that &as
worshiped under the symbol of the sun. This is not
only true of those nations called pagan, but weo als
find in the Bible itself the sun alluded to as thmost
perfect and appropriate symbol of the creator. Téen

is the most splendid and glorious object in natufiehe
regularity of its course knows no change. It is e"th
same Yyesterday, today, and forever." It is the igchYys
and magnetic source of all life and motion. Itshtigis a
type of eternal truth; its warmth of universal bene
lence. It is therefore not strange that man in adies has
selected the sun as the highest and most perfect
emblem of God. There is a natural tendency, however
in the human mind, to confound all symbols with the
person or thing which they were at first only irded

to illustrate. In the course of time we therefarel fthat

6



Chapter 2. The Ancient Mysteries Described

most nations forgot the worship of the true Godd &®gan to
adore the sun itself, which they thus deified aretspnified.
The sun thus personified was made the theme ofjalt=l
history, emblematic of his yearly passage throubgé twelve
constellations.

The zodiac is the apparent path of the sun amoagstars.
It was divided by the ancients into twelve equaltgacom-
posed of the clusters of stars, named after "livargatures,"”
typical of the twelve months. This glittering bedf stars was
therefore called thezodiac, that word meaning "living crea-
tures,” being derived from the greek wombdiakos, which
comes fromzo-on,an animal. This latter word is compounded
directly from the primitive Egyptian radicalzo, life, and on,
a being.

The sun, as he pursued his wan among these "ligreg-
tures” of the zodiac, was said, in allegorical laexge, either to
assume the nature of or to triumph over the signehtered.
The sun thus became a Bull raurus, and was worshiped as
such by the Egyptians under the name of Apis, apdthe
Assyrians as Bel, Baal, or Bul. lpeo the sun became a Lion-
slayer, Hercules, and an Archer Bagittarius. In Pisces, the
Fishes—he was a fish—Dagon, or Vishnu, the fish-gbdhe
Philistines and Hindoos. When the sun ent€egpricornus he
reaches his lowest southern declination; afterwas he
emerges from that sign the days become longer, thadSun
grows rapidly in light and heat; hence we are tahd the
mythology that the Sun, or Jupiter, was suckledabgoat. The
story of the twelve labors of Hercules is but alegdry of the
passage of the sun through the twelve signs ofztthac, and
past the constellations of proximity thereto.

The beautiful virgin of the zodiacyirgo, together with the
Moon, under a score of different names, furnishes female
element in these mythological stories, the wondeddven-
tures of the gods. These fables are most of thersurdb
enough if understood as real histories, but, tlegatical key
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being given, many of them are found to contain quafl and
sublime astronomical truths. This key was religipugkept
secret by the priests and philosophers, and wag iomparted
to those who were initiated into the YSBERIES The profane
and vulgar crowd were kept in darkness, and bdlieve and
worshiped a real Hercules or Jupiter, whom theyught actu-
ally lived and performed all the exploits and ungemt all the
transformations of the mythology.

By these means the priests of Egypt ruled the peapth
a despotic power. The fables of the mythology dsetl to
them grand scientific truths, and to them only. Mesy stories
themselves served to perpetuate those truths forbdnefit of
the initiated, and also formed an easy vehicle tfair trans-
mission. Books were not only rare and difficult wiultiplica-
tion, but it is also probable that, in order thatiestific
knowledge might be concealed, it was considerecwiml to
commit it to writing. If in special cases it becaraa absolute
necessity to do so, the sacred hieroglyphs were |loswexqb.
These were known only to the initiated; there wastlaer sort
of written characters used by the common peoplaw(R-
son's "Herodotus," Appendix to Book Il, Chapter V.)

Science was thus for the most part orally trangaittrom
one hierophant to another. While an abstruse affatuli lec-
ture is not easy, either to remember or to repeatthe con-
trary, a mythological tale can with ease be rethine the
memory and communicated to another, together whi key
for interpretation. These fables, therefore, senaedhreefold
purpose:

1. They kept the secrets of science from all but thoke
understood the key to them;

2. Being themselves easy to remember, they servechen t
principle of the art ofmnemonicsor artificial memory,
to keep alive the recollection of scientific facugich
otherwise might be lost;
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3. Being the means of keeping the people in igragaby
their use the priests were enabled to rule therautir
their superior power of working apparent miracles.

The science in which the Egyptian priesthood werestm
proficient, and which they most jealously guardeds that of
astronomy. The people worshiped the sun, moon, datk as
gods, and a knowledge of their true nature wouldehat
once put an end to the influence of the priestsp where
believed by the ignorant and superstitious crowdbéo able to
withhold or dispense, by prayers, invocations, aatrifices,
the divine favor. The priest of a pretended godenvionce his
god is exposed, stands before the world a conviatgubstor.
To deny the divinity of the sun, moon, and stans, vehat was
the same thing, to permit science to disclose tlreie nature
to the masses of the people was consequently hgldhé
priesthood of Egypt as the highest of crimes. Bknawledge
of astronomy the priests were able to calculate &ngredict
eclipses of the sun and moon, events beheld wigerstitious
awe and fear by the multitude. Seeing how certaihBse pre-
dictions, when thus made, were fulfilled, the psSesvere
credited with the power to foretell other eventsdao look
into the future generally. So they cast horoscoped assumed
to be prophets.

Of course, a knowledge of astronomy diffused amdtmeg
people would have been fatal to these pretensidhe. facts
of astronomy were therefore, for these reasons mastfully
hidden from the common people, and the priesthoodly o
communicated them to each other, veiled in allegdriables,
the key to which was disclosed to him only who hakien the
highest degrees of the Mysteries, and given thet rmosvinc-
ing proofs of his fidelity and zeal.

The names under which the sun was personified were
many, but the one great feature, most prolific ablés, was
his great decline in light and heat during the weifintand his
renewal in glory and power at the vernal equinoot sunmmer
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solstice, which gave rise to all that class of retge which rep-
resent the sun-god (under various names) as dymb being
restored to life again.

Thus, we are told, in the Egyptian sacred legerat t
Osirus, or the Sun, was slain byyphon,a gigantic monster,
typical of darkness and the evil powers of natufee body
was placed in a chest, thrown into the Nile, anémwout to
sea. Isis, or the Moon personified as a goddessacks the
whole earth in search of the body, which she fitasribly
mutilated. She joins the dissevered parts, ancesaism to life
again.

In the Greek mythology we are told thatonis (the Lord,
or sun-god) is slain, but it returns to life agdor six months
each year—thus dying in the fall and winter montasd
returning to life again during the spring and summe

The ritual of the Mysteries in Egypt, India and &re, was
founded upon this legend, in some form, of the llematd res-
urrection of the personified sun-god.

The Egyptian Mysteries of Osiris and Isis were lie form
of a mystic drama, representing the death by vedeaf Osiris
(the sun-god), the search for his body by Isis, khe&on, and
its finding and being raised to life and power agdn the cel-
ebration of these Mysteries theeophytewas made to perform
all the mysterious wanderings of the goddess arh& most
frightful scenes. He was guided by one of the atetl, who
wore a mask representing a dog's head, in alluseonthe
bright starSothis(Sirius, or the dog-star), so called because the
rising of that star each year above the horizonn pefore day
gave warning of the approaching inundation of thiée.NThe
word Sothismeans the "barker,” or "monitor."

The candidate was by this guide conducted through a
dark and mysterious labyrinth. With much pain heuggled
through involved paths, over horrid chasms, in dess and
terror. At length he arrived at a stream of watenjch he was
directed to pass. Suddenly, however, he was assawnhd
10
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arrested by three men, disguised in grotesque fomh® tak-
ing a cup of water from the stream, forced theifted candi-
date to first drink of it. This was the water ofrdetfulness, by
drinking which all his former crimes were to be dotten, and
his mind prepared to receive new instructions aftuei and
truth.

The attack ofTyphon, or the spirit of darkness, typical of
the evil powers of nature, upo®siris, who was slain, was
also enacted as the initiation progressed, and aimed most
terrible scenes, during which the "judgment of thead" was
also represented, and the punishments of the wickdub-
ited as realities to the candidate. The searchtlier body of
Osiris, which was concealed in the mysterious clogstark,"”
followed. The mutilated remains were at last fourahd
deposited amid loud cries of sorrow and despaie Titiation
closed with the return of Osirus to life and pow&he candi-
date now beheld, amid effulgent beams of light, jogful
mansions of the blessed, and the resplendent plaihs
paradise.

| saw the sun at midnight" (says Apuleius, speakihg

his own initiation into the Mysteries of Isis) "simg

with its brilliant light, and | approached the prase of

the gods beneath, and the gods of heaven, and stood
near and worshiped them.  (See "Metamorphosis")

At this stage of the initiation, all was life, lighand joy. The
candidate was himself figuratively considered tosehaisen to
a new and more perfect life. The past was dead) it its
crimes and unhappiness. Henceforth the candidate wvaler
the special protection of Isis, to whose service deglicated
his new life. (See Apuleius.)

The sublime mysteries of religion and the profowde
teachings of science were now revealed to him, satisfied
his thirst for knowledge, while the possession ofver as one
of the hierarchy gratified his ambition.

11
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The Mysteries of all the other nations of antiquityere
quite similar to those of Egypt, and were no dodletrived
from them.

In India the chief deity was triune, and consisted
Brahma, the Creator, Vishnu, the Preserver, andiva, the
Destroyer. Brahma was the representative of thagrisun,
and the others respectively of the meridian and s$ed#ing
sun. The aspirant having been sprinkled with wagerd
divested of his shoes, was causing to circumambulae altar
three times.

At the east, west, and south points of the mysticlec were
stationed triangularly the three representativesth&f sun-god,
denoting the rising, setting, and meridian sun. hE&éme the
aspirant arrived in the sough he was made to ewcldi copy
the example of the sun, and follow his benevolentse."

After further ceremonies, consisting in the main solemn
admonitions by the chief Brahman to lead a lifepofity and
holiness, the aspirant was again placed in chafgéis con-
ductor, and enjoined to maintain strict silence amnthe sever-
est penalty; told to summon up all his fortituded dvetray no
symptoms of cowardice.

Amid the gloom then began bewailings for the lo$sthe
sun-god Sita, followed by ceremonies of fearful import, and
scenic representations of a terrible nature. Thedidate was
made to personifyishnu, and engaged in a contest with the
powers of darkness, which, as the representativeéhef god,
he subdued. This was followed by a dazzling dispséylight,
and a view of Brahma exalted, glorified, and tridmapt.

In Persia the candidate was prepared by numerostsaiu
tions performed with water, fire, and honey. A praled fast
for fifty days in a gloomy cavern followed, whera solitude
he endured cold, hunger, and stripes. After this ¢andidate
was introduced for initiation into another cavemhere he
was received on the point of a sword presented aad
slightly wounding, his naked left breast. He wastrmeowned

12
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with olive, anointed with the sacred oil, and cliadenchanted
armor. He was then taken through wevenstages of his initi-
ation. As he traversed the circuitous mazes ofgloemy cav-
ern his fortitude was tried by fire and water, aoygl apparent
combats with wild beasts and hideous forms, typicélthe
evil powers of nature, in the midst of darknesdieved only
by flashes of lightening and the pealing of thundde was
next made to behold the torments of the wicked iadés.
This was followed by a view of Elysium, and the tiation
concluded by a display of divine light and the Fimaumph of
Ormuzdthe sun-god, over all the powers of darkness.

In Greece the Mysteries were denominated as theeres
and greater Mysteries. A chosen few only were aeénhito the
latter, and they were bound to secrecy by the nfieghtful
oaths.

The Eleusinian Mysteries were performed by the Aidues
at Eleusis every fifth year, and were subsequeittyoduced
at Rome by Adrian. These Mysteries were the samth@se of
Orpheus. A magnificent temple of vast extent havibgen
erected for their celebration at Eleusis, they eqghently
became known as the Eleusinian Mysteries. The ipahc
officers who conducted the ceremonies were the dpleant,
the Torch-Bearer, the Priest, the Archon, or Kirapd the
Mystagogue.

The hierophant appeared seated upon a magnificent
throne, adorned with gold. He was dressed in alroghe;
over his head a rainbow was arched, and there talsomoon
and seven stars were seen. Around his neck wasrsisp a
golden globe. These expressive symbols all poihttred fact
that the hierophant represented the sun. Before hiere
twenty-four attendants, clad in white robes and nmgagolden
crowns. These represented the twenty-four anciantstella-
tions of the upper hemisphere. Around him burneth vdaz-
zling radiance seven lights, denoting the sevemegita The
torch-bearer, whose duty it was to lead the pracesshen

13
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the wanderings of Rhea commenced in search of tbdy bof
the lost god, may have been intended to represkat feebler
light of the moon, since Rhea and Ceres were balkbntical,
according to Herodotus, with the Egyptian Isis. Tlaeity of
the mystagogue was to impose silence on the asgenaid
command the profane to withdraw. The priest offamlh at the
altar, and bore the symbol of the moon, being, like Egyp-
tian priests of Isis, devoted to her service.

The archon, or king, preserved order, offered alm@yers
and sacrifices, compelled all unworthy and uniteia persons
to retire at the order of the mystagogue, and medisall who
presumed to disturb the sacred rites. The aspivas required
to pass through a period of probation, during whibk pre-
pared himself by chastity, fasting, prayer, and iteece. He
was then dressed in sacred garments, crowned witfrtlem
and blindfolded. After being thus "duly and trulyrepared” he
was delivered over to the Mystagogue, who began ithida-
tion by the prescribed proclamation:

"Exas, exas, este Bebeloi*~ ("Depart hence, all ye
profane!")

The aspirant was then conducted on a long and yainf
pilgrimage through many dark and circuitous passage
sometimes it seemed to him as if he were ascending
steep hills, walking over flinty ground, which toigs
feet at every step, and again down deep valleys and
through dense and difficult forests. Meanwhile as h
advanced, sounds of terror surrounded him, and he
heard the fierce roar of wild beasts and the hissih
serpents. At length, the bandage being removed from
his eyes, he found himself in what seem a wild and
uncultivated country. The light of day never peated

this gloomy region, and the pale and spectral gjast
served to light up the horrors of the scene. Liditgers,
hyenas and venomous serpents menaced him at every
point while thunder, lightening, fire and watermimest
and earthquake, threatened the destruction of titieee
world. He hardly recovers from his surprise andoter

14
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- <D

AT

OSIRIS

THE GOD REPRESENTED EMBLEMATI-
CALLY AS A MAN WITH ABULL'S
HEAD, HIEROGLYPHICALLY DENOTING
THE SUN IN TAURUS. IN ONE HAND HE
HOLDS THE SYMBOL OF ETERNAL
LIFE, IN THE OTHER THE EMBLEM OF
POWER, ABOVE WHICH APPEARS

THE NAME OF THE GOD IN HIERO-
GLYPHICS, WHICH, BY A SINGLE
COINCIDENCE, IS COMPOSED ALMOST
ENTIRELY OF MASONIC EMBLEMS.

his eyes no sooner becoing
accustomed to the twilight
of the place, than he discovéss
before him a huge iron
door, on which is this inscription: 'He who woulttain

to the highest and most perfect state, and riseéh&
sphere of absolute bliss, must be purified fbe, air,
and water.' He had scarcely read these words when the
door turned on its hinges, and he was thrust inteast
apartment also shrouded in gloom. (Arnold)

Then began the wanderings of Rhea in search of
remains of Bacchus, her body begirt with a serpemtd a
flaming torch in her hand, uttering as she goesdwahd frantic
shrieks and lamentations for her loss. Those areadtiated
join in, and mix their howlings with hers, blendedavith
mournful music. By means of a certain mechanicalntrbo
ances (see Salverti's "Philosophy of Magic,” val. Ghapter X;
also, Brewster's “"Natural Magic") the plains of faans were
presented as realities before his eyes. He behbkl ftames
amid which the wicked suffered the purification Dbyire.
Behind him yawned a dismal and dark abyss, frontiwhi

15
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issued a burning wind and voices of woe and suiteri
Approaching the brink he looks down, and sees s@ug
pended on the sharp points of the rocks, and othepaled
on a mighty wheel, which turned without ceasingjsthwork-
ing their way toward heaven through the purgatorzi.
The purification bywater was represented by the horrors of
a gloomy lake, into which souls less guilty wereunged.
Apuleius also alludes to this purification by firay, and water.
He says, "I approached the confines of death, hasling trod
on the threshold of Proserpine, and | returned efhem,
being borne through all the elements."

As the aspirant thus wanders among these starsigames,
surrounded by the wild cries and lamentations & goddess
and her train, at a signal from the hierophant dden turn is
given to their feelings. The gloom begins to disgrp and
their cries of grief are changed to joyful and tmphant shouts
of "Eurekamen, eurekamen!'("We have found it!") The
euresis,or discovery of the body, is then celebrated, amel t
mangled form of the murdered sun-god restored froeath
and darkness to life and light and power.

Another iron gate, heretofore concealed, is nowowr
open. The Orphic hymn is chanted, and a splendettaple
of the Elysian fields and the bliss of the purifipdesented.
The four-and-twenty attendants of the hierophanbstpate
themselves before him, and, amid strains of solenusic, the
neophyte receives the benediction and instructiars the
hierophant. (See Rev. A. C. Arnold's "History ofc&# Societ-
ies"; Bishop Warburton on the "Mysteries"; Olivetidistory of
Initiation"; Apuleius's "Metamorphoses"”; and Satver"History
of Magic")

The Mysteries of theCubiria, or Kabiri, of Samothrace,
were to the same effect, and were derived from shene
Egyptian source—the Mysteries of Osiris and Isis-elwhthey
perhaps followed more closely. The candidate, afteterm of
probation, was purified by water and blood, madesaarifice
16
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ISIS AND HORUS

GNOSTIC GEM OF ISIS

"ISIS WAS WIFE OF OSIRIS AND
MOTHER OF HORUS. SHE WAS
ORIGINALLY THE GODDESS OF THE
EARTH, AND AFTERWARD OF THE
MOON. THE GREEKS IDENTIFY HER
BOTH WITH DEMETER, AND CERES,
AND WITH IO."

(SMITH'S "CLASSICAL DICTIONARY")

a bull and a ram, and to drink of two fountainsgg ttne called
Lethe (oblivion) and the otherMnemosyne (memory), by
which means he lost the recollection of all hisnfer crimes,
and preserved the memory of his new instructiond aows.
This is exactly similar to the Egyptian Mysteri@he candidate
was next conducted to a dark cavern, and thenaadhr hor-
rible scenes similar to those before described. Wadls were
clothed in black, and he was surrounded by all ¢hgblems
of decay and death. Terrible phantoms passed apdssed
before him. A bier rose up at his feet, and on #swa coffin
and a dead body, representing the slain sun-godfurferal
dirge was chanted by an invisible choir, and a# #tenes of
terror multiplied.

17
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DIONYSUS
OR
BACCHUS

CERES,
DEMETER,
ISIS, ETC.

These fearful visions were brought to a close byload
dazzling light. All the emblems of death vanish&he dead
body of the sun-god on the bier was raised andmetuto life
amid demonstrations of joy and triumph. The carngidevas
then instructed, sprinkled with water, and a newn@&agiven
him. This new name, together with a mystic tokerl angn,
was engraved upon a small white stone and preséemtaah.

18
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VIRGO

VIRGO IS THE SIGN THE SUN ENTERS IN
AUGUST, AND WAS DEPICTED IN THE
ZODIAC HOLDING IN HER HANDS THE
EMBLEMS OF THE HARVEST. THE
IDENTITY OF CERES, THE GODDESS OF
THE HARVEST, WITH THE CONSTELLA-
TION VIRGO, IS QUITE PLAIN. THIS
FIGURE OF THE FRUITFUL VIRGIN WAS
PLACED IN THE ZODIAC AS EMBLEMATIC
OF THE HARVEST SEASON, BECAUSE THE
SUN IS IN THOSE STARS AT THAT TIME.
THE WORD "VIRGO" ORIGINALLY IMPLIED
NOT ONLY A VIRGIN, BUT ANY VIRTUOUS
MATRON. BY AN ASTRONOMICAL ALLE-
GORY THIS VIRGIN OF AUGUST BECAME A
GODDESS, WHO DESCENDED TO THE
EARTH, PRESIDED OVER THE HARVEST,
TAUGHT MANKIND AGRICULTURE, AND
WAS WORSHIPPED UNDER VARIOUS
NAMES.

The Mysteries of Dionysus were the same as thesklgun
and those of Bacchus, Dionysus being but one ofndraes of
Bacchus.

The Dionysiac Mysteries and those of the Kabirivaried
in Asia Minor, and spread through all the cities $§ria.
Hiram, King of Tyre,was undoubtedly the high-priest of these
Mysteries at Tyre, and the institution continued dmist in
Judea as late as the time of Christ, as a secc&ttgdknown as
the Essenes("History of Secret Societies,” by Rev. Augustus C.
Arnold.

From the foregoing descriptions of the different dtyies,
it clearly appears that the main facts of the lelgehthe death
of the sun-god and his return to life, as illuscatand cele-
brated in them all, are substantially the same,ingaween
derived from the same source—the Mysteries of ©sand
Isis. The death of the sun-god, whom the "aspirastamati-
cally represented, was the main characteristic heimt all. So
intimately were the ideas of death and initiatioanmected,
that in the Greek language the same word expressed
ideas,reAevtav is to die,andreieiofai to be initiated.

19
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(Warburton, "Div.Lg.," Book II, s. 4.) Th@ames,however, by
which the personified sun-god was known, variedhwihe
language of the people:

"Ogygia me Bacchum vocat;
Osirin Egyptus putat;
Mysi Phanacerp nominant;
Dionuson Indi existimant;
Romana sacra Liberum;
Aribica gens Adoneum."
—AUSONIUS, Epigram30.

But, although the legend of initiation was thus stahtially
the same in all the civilized nations of antiquiygt it must be
borne in mind that the allegory of the death andirreto life
of the sun-god was naturally and necessarily medlifin its
minor details so as to conform to the different dibans of
climate and order of the seasons, which prevaitedhe vari-
ous countries, into which it was adopted from Egyphe
Egyptians divided the year into seasons peculiar them-
selves, consequent upon the exceptional naturehaf toun-
try, where all agricultural pursuits were dependepbn and
regulated by the yearly inundation of the Nile. yheivided
the year into three seasons of four months eadh:fitkt was
called the season dPlanets, "and originally included Novem-
ber, December, January, and February; the secorsdtevened
the season ofFlowering, " or "Harvest, "and included March,
April, May, and June; the third was known as thassa of
"Waters, " or "Inundation, " alluding to the overflow of the
Nile, and originally consisted of July, August, &spber, and
October. (Rawlinson's "Herodotus,"” vol. ii, page833If we
inscribe anequilateral trianglewithin the circle of the zodiac,
placing Taurus on the vernal equinox, andeo at the summer
solstice, as was the case when the Egyptian seaserss first
divided, we will have a correct representation bé tancient
Egyptian year.

But, in the course of time, owing to the want ot@rect
knowledge of the true length of the solar yearséhgeasons
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ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN
YEAR

changed, and those of the summer fell in winterwdis there-
fore found to be necessary to make a correctionthef calen-
dar, which was done by observations taken of thbada

rising of the dog-staSothis,or Sirius. In their sacred calendar,
however, the Egyptian priests appear to have medaithe
"vague" or indefinite year of three hundred andtysidays, so
that the festivals of the gods illustrating the ded of Osiris
might pass through all the different seasons of ear.

(Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyptians," vol. ii, chapteviii.) This

ignorance of the true length of the solar year poed also a
similar confusion in the times of celebrating thestival of the
gods in other countries, so that a festival, oatin intended
(for instance) to celebrate the arrival of the sinthe summer
solstice, with appropriate ceremonies, might coroe fdll in

winter, when the nature of those ceremonies hadhamnony
with the season. In like manner a festival, orifinantended
to celebrate the new birth of the sun at the wirdelstice,
would in process of time come to be held in the mem and
thus be in utter violation of the solar allegoryhi§, of course
had the effect to entirely hide, or greatly obscuftee original
solar allusion of these festivals, and it was pbdpéor this
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reason that the Egyptian priesthood retained thgug" year
in their sacred calendar.

The neglect of the function of a year in the cadendoes
not appear to amount to much, but owing to thisseaalone,
the first of January in the time of Julius Caesad ffallen back
so as to nearly coincide with the autumnal equin@aesar
corrected the calendar, but, in order to do so, waigged to
make an extraordinary year of four hundred and yfbve
days; this was called "the year of confusion." Tharection
made by Caesar did not prevent the recurrence ef sdme
evil, for in process of time it was found that theasons again
began to disagree with the almanac, and the rebgiestivals
of the Christian Church, like those of its pagaredecessor
began to fall out of place. This led to the coimttmade by
Pope Gregory, and the subsequent adoption of oesept
method of keeping the calendar correct. The solEgary,
when it was introduced into countries north of Hgyand
whose agriculture was not regulated by the overflofvthe
Nile, was modified, as we have seen, in some pdatis, in
order to harmonize the allegory with the climated asrder of
seasons which prevailed in those countries; but waant of
correspondence that subsequently existed between fehti-
vals, originally intended to celebrate the summad avinter
solstices and the vernal and autumnal equinoxed, the true
time of the sun's arrival at those points, was tuen imper-
fect calendar, resulting from an ignorance of teegth of the
solar year.

Another cause which had the effect to obscure thginal
astronomical signification of the mythological wlef antiquity
is the phenomenon known as thprecession of the equi-
noxes, "which has also changed the order of the seasons, sc
far as the same is marked by the entrance of theirdo par-
ticular constellations of the zodiac, at certairrigos of the
year. As, for instance, the advent of spring wa<ieatly
marked by the entrance of the sun among the staing con-
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stellation Taurus, it is now marked by his appearance among
the stars of the constellatioRisces. The nature of this phe-

nomenon and the astronomical changes which it has p
duced will be more fully explained in the followichapter.

In our astronomical explanation of the masonic itiaals,
legends, and emblems, all these causes thus tentbng
obscure and modify the original solar allegory, Wk taken
into account, and the same astronomically adapfed,obvi-
ous reasons to the astronomical conditions existmgcoun-
tries north of the equator at the time of the bogdof King
Solomon's temple, and some three or four hundredrsye
immediately before and after.

Some of the masonic emblems, however, must bereefer
to a period much earlier, and some to a much ld&te, for it
must be remembered that the astronomical legendd an
emblems of freemasonry did not all originate at th&me
period of time nor among the same people. Theyhallyever,
harmonize in their allegorical method, and strictdgnform to
the state of the heavens, and astronomical conditiand the
order of the seasons, as well as the degree oftsiceknowl-
edge of the era and country in which they respeltivorigi-
nated and become incorporated into that systemywibslical
instruction then already existing, and now knowmasonic.

It is the intention of this work to show— 1. Thahet
masonic tradition is but one of the numerous arceiego-
ries of the yearly passage of the personified Smorg the
twelve constellations of the zodiac—being founded @ sys-
tem of astronomical symbols and emblems employed the
purpose of teaching and illustrating the two greaths, of the
being of QME spiritual, invisible, omnipresent, and omnipotent
Gop, and theimmortality of the soul of mar2. That, while
these two great doctrines were also originally taug all the
ancient Mysteries, by the use of the same astrarainallego-
ries and symbols, freemasonry alone retained itsnigpre
truth and purity, while the others degenerated antorrupt
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system of solar worship. The sun, originally intedd as a
symbol only of the true God, was in time confoundeith the
person of God himself, and thus itself worshippesl @ God.
In freemasonry, on the contrary, it would appeaat tithe exact
reverse of this process has taken place, for, while idea of
God as an invisible spiritual being has been rebre kept
alive, on the other hand, the original symbolismd aprimitive
category relating to the sun as an illustration agwchblem of
the divine nature has been lost sight of, and the tmeaning
and profound scientific import of the masonic ttadi, leg-
ends and emblems thus almost forgotten. The Rev. @iver,
whose great learning will be disputed by none, says

The poets, historians, and philosophers of Grealteof
whom had been initiatednto the Mysteries, unite in
describing the Supreme Being as ONE single, divine,
and unapproachable essence, who created and governs
the world. And in India the Supreme Deity is thuad®
to describe himself, in one of the sacred booksichvh
has been preserved and transmitted from an unknown
period: "I was even at first not any other thindpatt
which exists, the supreme; and afterward | am that
which is; and he who must remain am L."

("Landmarks," Lecture XXI)

In the notes to this lecture of Dr. Oliver's, muesfaluable
information on this point is also collected and densed. The
following is from the celebrated anthem of "OrpHeus

When the doors are carefully guarded to exclude the
profane, | will communicate the SECRET OF SECREGS t
the aspirant perfectly initiated. Attend, therefote my
words, for | shall reveal a solemn and unexpectetht
to your startled ears—a truth which will overturi a
your preconceived opinions, and convey to your mind
unalloyed happiness. Let your soul be elevated h® t
contemplation of divinity. Adore Him, for He is tlgov-
ernor of the world.Know that HE IS ONE—that He
has no equaland that to Him all things are indebted
for their existence.He is everywhere present, though
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invisible, and all human thoughts are open to His
inspection. (Note 27)

On the temple of Sais, in Lower Egypt, was insaities
following sentence relating to the Deity:

"I am all that hath been, and is, and shall be,
And my veil no mortal hath yet removed."
(Note 29)

In Note 32 to the same lecture, a translation igemi of an
extract from the Veda, which is deemed the oldesbvkbin the
world, except certain parts of the Bible. It is mnslation made
in 1656 by command of the Sultan Darah of @upanishat, a
word meaninghe secret that is not to be revealed:

And what was this great mystery which was so c#lyefu
concealed in those ancient books? Like the sedré¢hen
Egyptian and Grecian Mysteriesf was nothing less
than the Unity of the Godheadunder the name of
Ruder, which is thus explained in another of their
sacred books:

The angels have assembled themselves together in
heaven beforeRuder, made obeisance and asked him,
"O Ruder, what art thou?"Ruder replied: " Were there
any other,| would describe myself by a similitude. |
always was, | always am, | always shall Géere is no
other, so that | can say to you, | am like him.this ME

is the inward essence and the exterior substancell of
things. | am theprimitive causeof all things in the east
or west, or north or south—above or below, it id Am
all. | am older than all. lam the King of kings. My
attributes are transcendentam Truth.l am the spirit of
creation.| am the Creator. | am Almighty. | am Purity. |
am the first, the middle, and the end. | am Light"

Certainly no more sublime and comprehensive desmnijof
the eternal God was ever written.

Speaking of the antiquity of the Veda, Max Mullays:

It will be difficult to settle whether the Veda the "old-
est of books," and whether some portions of the Old
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Testament may not be traced back to the same ar eve
an earlier date than the oldest hymns of the VBd&.

in the Aryan world the Veda is certainly the oldest
book, and its preservation amounts almost to a eharv
(See "Lecture on the Vedas," at Leeds, 1865)

Muller in the same lecture fixes the date of thedad& at
"between twelve and fifteen hundred years before iBhris-
tian era."” This is over three thousand years ago.

Dr. Oliver, in Note 34 to his lectures before quhtenforms
us that Zoroaster taught that

God is the first—incorruptible, eternal, unmadeyisi
ble—most unlike everything—the leader or authoratif
good—unbribable—the best of the good—the wisest of
the wise.

With all this evidence before him, and actually wab in
his writings, Dr. Oliver, strange as it may appes,in the con-
stant habit, in his works, of branding without ofistion all the
ancient Mysteries as "spurious freemasonry,” anthepi which
he invented, and which has been adopted by a feherst
But, if the sublime views of God above quoted amputious,”
where shall we look for the genuine ones, for thdaaght in
freemasonry today are the same?

Late discoveries make the fact, that the unity obddGwas
taught in the ancient Egyptian Mysteries, beyohdalibt.

"The manifold forms of the Egyptian pantheon" (satfse
late E. Deutsch) "were buteligious masksof the sublime doc-
trine of the unity of the Deity communicated to tiatiated in
the Mysteries" The gods of the Pantheon, says M. Pierrot, were
"only manifestations of the One Being in various pamxities."
("Dict. of d'Arch. Egypt.," article "Religion,” P 1875.)
M. Maspero and other scholars arrived at the sarmeclagsion.
("Hist. Anc. des Peuples de I'Orient," cap. i, BatB76.)

The following hymn occurs in two papyri in the BBsh
Museum. It represents the thought prevalent in Eg@p the
time of the Exodus, and is the work of Enna:
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"Hail to thee, O Nile!

He causeth growth to fulfill all desires

He never wearies of it.

He maketh his might a buckler;

He is not graven in marble

As an image bearing the double crowns;
He is not behold;

He hath neither ministrants nor offerings;
He is not adored in sanctuaries,

His abode is not known.

No shrine is found with painted figures (of him).
There is no building that can contain him.
Unknown is his name in heaven.

He does not manifest his forms;

Vain are all representations of him."

And again we find the one God thus described:

He hath made the world with his hand, its watets, i
atmosphere, its vegetation, all the flocks and shirand
fish, and reptiles, and beasts of the field.

(Hymn to Osiris, translated by Chabas)

"He made all the world contains, and hath given light
when there was yet no sun." (Melange's "Egypt," 118, 119.
Chabas.)

Glory to thee who hast begotten all that exists,owh
hast made man, and made the gods also, and all the
beasts of the field! Thou makest men to live. Thast
no second to thee. Thou givest the breath of Iifieou
art the light of the world.

(Leeman, "Monuments du Musee des Pays-Bas," ii, 3)

But although God was the creator, yet he is himssklf-
created."

His commencement is from the beginning. He is the
God who has existed from old time, There is no God
without him. No mother bore him, no father hath
begotten him. God-goddess created from himself.

(Chabas)
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In many of the hymns we find allusion made to thesm
tery of his name, and its being hidden, secret, amé&nown—
ineffable, and not to be spoken.

"Unknown is his name in heaven. Whose name is hidde
from his creatures. His name which is Amen" (i.éhidden
secret). Therefore the Egyptiansever spoke the unknown
name, but used a phrase which expressed the self-exestarfc
the eternal, "l am," (Ritual of the Dead.)

Says John Newenham Hoare, in the late article ie th
"Nineteenth Century":

The Egyptians tried to realize God by taking soratun

ral object which should in itself convey to theirinafs
some feature in God's nature. This became a ngcessi
for the priests in the religious teaching of theopde.
Therefore in the sun they saw God manifested as the
light of the world. The more fully they felt the finite
nature of God, the more they would seek in natare f
symbols.... All the deities were regarded as matafe
tions of the one great Creator, the uncreated,Fduber

of the universe.

This is expressed in the following hymn:

Hail to the Lord of the lapse of time, king of gbdshou
of many namespf holy transformations, of mysterious
forms.

Nevertheless, as in Greece and India, so also d¢memn
Egypt, the symbols becamén the popular mind actual
gods, and the people degenerated into gross igolatr

"They changedthe glory of the incorruptible God into
an image made by corruptible man, and to birds, tand
four-footed beasts, and creeping things,... andy the
changedthe truth of God into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature rather than the creator.”

(Rom. 1:23-25)

This is unfortunately the aspect in which the Egypt
Pantheon has presented itself to mankind for many
centuries.
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The conception of the unity of the Godhead did not
prevent the Egyptians from thinking of God as very
near to them.

He is their father, and they "sons beloved of th&ther."
He is the "giver of life,” "toucher of the hearts;searcher of
the inward parts is his name."

Every one glorifies thy goodness; mild is thy love
toward us; thy tenderness surrounds our heartgt gge
thy love in all the souls of men.

One lamentation cries:

Let not thy face be turned away from us; the joyoaf
hearts is to contemplate thee. Chase all anguishm fr
our hearts. He wipes tears from off all faces. Hail
thee, Ral Lord of all truth, whose shrine is hidden

Lord of the gods, who listeneth to the poor in His-

tress, gentle of heart when we cry to thee. Dediveaf

the timid man from the violent, judging the poor-eth

poor and oppressed. Lord of mercy, most loving; at

whose coming men live, at whose goodness gods and

men rejoice—sovereign of life, health, and strength
("Records of the Past," ii, 98)

Speak nothing offensive of the Great Creator; i€ th
words are spoken in secret, the heart of man is no
secret to him that made it. (Ibid., ii, 131)

He is present with thee though thou be alone.

As we might expect, from so lofty a conception ofodG
their hearts broke forth into joyous hymns of peais

"Hall to thee, all creatures!

Salutation from every land.

To the height of heaven, to the breadth of theheart
To the depths of the sea,

The gods adore thy majesty.

The spirits thou hast made exalt thee,

Father of the father of all the gods,

Who raises the heavens, who fixes the earth.
Maker of beings, author of existences,
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Sovereign of life, health, and strength,

Chief of the gods,
We worship thy spiritwho alonehas made us.
We, whom thou hast made, thank thee that thou hast

given us birth.

We give thee praises for thy

Mercy toward us."

("Records of the Past," ii, 98)

Such was the idea of God and his relations to neld h
by the ancient Egyptians, and, as we might expigct,
drew forth in them "lovely and pleasant lives." The
three cardinal requirements of Egyptian piety were—
love to God, love of virtue, and love to man.

The honor due to parents sprang naturally from the
belief in God as "Our Father, which art in heavewg
constantly find inscriptions on the tombs such he t
following: "I honored my father and mother; | loveuay
brothers; | taught little children; | took care ofphans

as though they had been my own children." In Istiefr
excellent advice, addressed by an old man one bdndr
and ten years of age to a young friend (which fothes
most ancient book in the world, dating 3000 B.Ghg
says: "The obedience of a docile son is a blessBuy
loves obedience. Disobedience is hated by God. The
obedience of a son maketh glad the heart of hisefat

a son teachable in God's service will be happy dn-c
sequence of his obedience. He will grow to be did,
will find favor.”

That our ancient brothers of Egypt were not defician

the masonic virtues of 'BOTHERLY LOVE AND RELIEF AND
TRUTH," appears from the following:
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On the tombs we find theommon formula:

"I have given bread to the hungry, water to the
thirsty, clothes to the naked, shelter to the gteari
This tenderness for suffering humanity is charastier
of the nation.

Gratefully does a man acknowledge in his autobiog-
raphy (4000 B.C.) that, "Wandering, | wandered and
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was hungry; bread was set before me; | fled froen th
land naked; there was given me fine linen."

(Chabas, "Les papyras Hieratiques de Berlin; revits
d'il y a quatre mille Ans," 1863)

Love of truth and justice was also a distinguishing
trait of the Egyptians. God is thus invoked, "Rook
truth is thy name." In an inscription at Sistrumkimg
addresses Hathor, goddess of truth, "I offer toe tktee
truth, O goddess, for truth is thy work, and thbyself
art the truth." Truthfulness was an essential drthe
Egyptian moral code, and in the Egyptian Ritual ave
informed that, when after death the soul enters Hak
of the Two Truths, or Perfect Justice, it repedts t
words learned upon earth: "O thou great God, Lofd o
Truth, | have known thee, | have known thy name:
Lord of Truth is thy name. | never told a lie ag ttribu-
nal of truth."

("Religion of the Ancient Egyptians,” by John Newen
ham Hoare, a late article in the "Nineteenth Cetijur

But enough had been advanced to establish the flaat
the ancient Mysteries originally taught the unityf &od, and
also that their moral code was both pure and eXalte

That the ancient Mysteries, after the people becaooe-
rupt, became corrupt in their turn, there can be duwubt, but
in their inception they were not so. The crowningcret was a
knowledge of the true God, and the disclosure of fact that
the sun was only a symbol of the great Creator, nod itself a
divine being. In the midst of an age where the Wrsof the
sun was the established religion of all nations, owme could
with safety avow his disbelieve in the divine natuiof the
heavenly bodies. To do so would be instant destruct

Before the great truth of the real nature and lattds of
God could be communicated, the candidate was mrdjuito
take all the degrees of the Mysteries, and give H#imngest
proofs of his fidelity and zeal.

A knowledge of the true God was, in the language tlud
Orphic hymn, "thesecret of secretdd be only communicated
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when the aspirant wa%perfectly initiated," with "doors care-
fully guardedand theprofane excluded!"lt was even then, to
those to whom it was to be communicatéd, solemn and
unexpectedtruth which "startled their ears" antbverturned
their preconceived opinions."

Taught from their earliest infancy to regard the,smoon,
and stars as actual divinities, a wandering in dagkness of a
false system religion, they were on their initiationto the
Mysteries first brought to behold the true lightdarhere
obtained for the first time a knowledge of the ti@ed. This
was the real ATOPSY, "bringing to light,” of the candidate in
the Mysteries. "It was difficult,” says Plato, "titest and dan-
gerous to publish, the knowledge of the true God.

The light thus communicated under the strictestddmms
of secrecy to be kept, when communicated, relidgyolsdden
from the initiated, it being well known that a pigbprofession
of the great truth would be visited by a heavy haridboth
the civil and religious authorities, and not onheit own lives
but that of their kindred be thus sacrificed to thgerstitious
rage of the ignorant multitude, and the interesheqy of the
ministers of a false religion.

It is true that the priests themselves often took a&tive
part in the Mysteries, of which they had taken thigher
degrees. The Mysteries served as a sort of theabgnd sci-
entific seminary, which they studied the truths refigion and
science, and from the higher degrees of which #mks of the
priesthood and rulers were from time to time reedii But
these facts could be of a help to him who rashlyenapub-
lic profession of his want of faith in the nationalasajods.

The policy of secrecy, by which all but truth, whet reli-
gious or scientific, was concentrated in and cadinto the
Mysteries, was a "stated policy" long established ghough to
be necessary for the well-being of society. It aiely was for
the well-being of the few on whom it conferred powend
wealth. To "reveal the Mysteries" was considere@ tery
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highest of crimes and he who did so could hope rior mercy.
The very priests who perhaps had initiated him, amdo did
not themselves believe in the divinity of the sumoon, and
stars, would be the first to denounce his allegedpiety and
atheism, and urge on his punishment. Nor would afy the
brotherhood help him, as he would be considered tlgm as
a perjured traitor, who had violated the most solerabliga-
tions, and now sought to destroy the order itself dxposing it
to the superstitious wrath of the ignorant multgud

The betrayers of the Mysteries were punished dhpita
and with merciless severity. Diagoras the Meliard ha
revealed the Orphic and Eleusinian Mysteries, oriclvh
account he passed with the people as an atheidt, an
the city of Athens proscribed him and set a pricehs
head. The poet AEschylus had like to have been itorn
pieces by the people, on the mere suspicion thanm

of his scenes he had given a hint of somethinghim t
Mysteries. (Warburton)

So long, however, as the initiated held their peateey all
might, at the solemn assemblies of the Mysteriesld hunder
circumstances of profound secrecy and sanctioned th®y gov-
ernment itself, worship the one true God withoutarfeindeed,
such a worship was enjoined upon them. But, shotiay
openly disclose their belief in the actual divinitgf the sun,
moon, and stars, their danger was immediate andr th&n
certain. Thus all alike, from the most exalted tjdrant to the
humblest of the initiated, were the slaves, and eiones the
victims, of a system of state policy which they alpheld and
defended. It is true, however, that in the progress many
centuries the Mysteries became corrupt, and lostknewledge
of the true God, but in their original institutiothey not only
taught the truth concerning the Deity, but protdctais wor-
shipers so long as they kept sacred their vows aufresy. That
the doctrine of immortality was also directly tatgim the Mys-
teries, we are informed by Cicero, who had himse#fen initi-
ated. (See "Tusculan Disputations,” Book I, cx#ifhong all
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the corruptions which at a later date prevailedreh however,
yet remained a "chosen band,” who preserved theaeranc
teachings of the Mysteries in their purity. Theyreveobliged
for their own protection, however, to render theymbols yet
more obscure, and make thicker and draw still cldke velil
of allegory about thepenetralia of divine truth. From these
few and faithful ones the truth was handed dowrfoltowing
generations, and from them all that is great, glesj and
ancient in modern freemasonry was derived.

From those freemasonry received its two great osrof
the unity of God and the immortality of man; andgdther
with those sublime truths, it also received thastem of astro-
nomical symbols, emblems, and allegories also pacub the
Mysteries, which were used, anciently, both to eahcand to
illustrate those great truths. Dr. Mackey, in h&ythbolism of
Freemasonry," says that those to seek for an astical
explanation of the masonic ritual, "yield all thahasonry
gained of religious development in past ages" (p2gé). For
this broad assertion he gives no reasons whataref, | can
not but think that, had he considered the full impof his
words, he never would have made any such remarkreTls
certainly nothing irreligious or atheistical in themployment
of astronomical emblems to describe and illustriite nature
and attributes of Deity. If so, the writers of tligble have
been guilty of a great sin, for that sacred volusméull of solar
and astronomical illustrations of the glory and powof the
creator. (Numb. 24:17; Psalm 19; 84:11; Mal. 4:2atiM 2:2;
17:2; Judges 5:20; Job 25:5; 38:7; Dan 12:3; JiBjeRev. 1:16;
10:1, etc.) Freemasonry, says Dr. Mackey, quoting Bem-
ming with approval, is a science of morality "veilen allegory
and illustrated by symbols." It is to be inferrduatt the moral
science taught in freemasonry is any the less fueg, or ele-
vated, because the allegories and symbols emplagetveil
and illustrate" it are astronomical in their chaea® Is it irreli-
gious and atheistical to compare the great Credatorthe
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noblest and most glorious of all his physical werthe sun—
and only orthodox and pious to compare his natunel a
attributes to a carpenter's rule or a stonecutsgpsare? Cer-
tainly this is not what Dr. Mackey intends, yet Isus the natu-
ral inference from his language.

Neither does it follow that those who give the nmasarit-
ual an astronomical and scientific as well as aamorterpreta-
tion, deny to masonry the glorious distinction civing been
in past ages the depository of a knowledge of toe tGod,
and of the immortal nature of man. All that we @t is, that
those great truths were taught not only by allegang sym-
bol, but originally and mainly byastronomical symbol and
allegory.

The more exalted and holy any doctrine is, the melee
vated and sublime should be the symbols and embleams
teach and illustrate it.

As the being and attributes of God and the immibytadf
the soul are the two most exalted and sublime lotraths, so
are the sun, moon and stars the most glorious ardine
objects in nature. There are, therefore, a pecultaess and
beauty in the employment of the latter to symbdlcand
emblematically illustrate the former. "The heaveteclare the
glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handkwo

In this work no attempt will be made to identify eth
masonic emblems, traditions, and legends with thegstéties
of any particular nation. All the Mysteries weragamally astro-
nomical in their character, but differed in formdadetail, as
they were founded on different modifications of tBgyptian
legend of the personified sun-god. Dr. Mackey, trargge con-
tradiction to the words which we have above quofesmn
page 236 of his "Symbolism of Freemasonry," devateshole
chapter of that interesting and learned work toverthat free-
masonry was derived directly from the Grecian Myste of
Dionysus.He thinks it certain that the Tyrian artificer, B,
was a member of the Dionysiac fraternity, and tiegtat the
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head of the Tyrian workmen at the time of the bodd of
King Solomon's temple, introduced the Dionysiac tyies in
a modified and purified form among the Hebrews (iba
VI). Dr. Oliver, who denies in all its detail thesteonomical
theory, with an equal inconsistency advocates tlanes idea.
(See his "Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry,” ctiue
VIII.) According to Dr. Mackey, and Dr. Oliver, as freema-
sonry is therefore only a modified and purified nfiorof the
Grecian Mysteries of Dionysus.

It is true that, like the others, these Mysteriescdme cor-
rupt, but is equally true that the Mysteries of mjsus, like all
the other Mysteries, were astronomical in their rabter.
Dionysus is but another name for Osiris, and is personified
sun-god, the legend of whose death, the search vitwose
body, and its recovery, together with his subsegu#aising”
from death and the grave of a new life, forms thente of the
ceremony of initiation; all of which the aspirantasv caused to
dramatically enact.

"One thing, at least” says Dr. Mackey,

is incapable of refutation;and that is, that we are
indebted to the Tyrian masons for the introductimin
the symbol of Hiram Abif. The idea of thesymbol,
though modified by the Jewish masons, is not Jewish
its inception. It was evidently borrowed from thagan
"Mysteries," where Bacchus, Adonis, Proserpine, and
host of other apotheosized beingtay the same role
thatHiram does in the masonic Mysteries.

("Symbolism of Freemasonry," Chapter I, page 20)

This emphatic language of Dr. Mackey, thereforet mmly
admits, but declares"incapable of refutation, "the following
important particulars:

1. That Hiram Abif, as described in the masonicefely is
a mystical being, or "symbol" only, and not a histal person,
any more than Bacchus, Adonis, or Proserpine.
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2. That the whole legend of the third degree is argalty
and not a history.

3. That the allegory is the same as that of Bacchus, o
Dionysus, and therefore identical with that of @sir(For
proof that the Mysteries of Bacchus, or Dionysusrev the
same as those of Osiris, see "Herodotus," BoolChapter LI,
sections 49-60; together with the notes to Rawtfsaedition.
Also, as to the identity of Bacchus and Dionysues ©liver's
"History of Initiation," Lecture VI, and notes.)

4. That in this allegory Hiram "plays the samae as that
of Bacchus, or Dionysus, and Osiris, and all thieeptpersoni-
fied sun-gods in the various forms of the Mysteries

Now what is thisrole? It is simply that of the personified
sun—slain like Osiris, Bacchus, Adonis, or Dionyswa the
Autumnal equinox; lying dead during the winter niw)t
being restored to life at the vernal equinox, andlted in
power and glory at the summer solstice.

These admissions of Dr. Mackey cover the whole muou
and sanction every position to be taken in thiskwdt is not,
however, my intention to trace the masonic tradgjolegends,
and emblems, like Dr. Mackey, to any one of theiearicMys-
teries to the exclusion of the others, as masoray features
derived from each of them. Is, however, my design to show
that it is of anastronomicalnature, and had its origin, in com-
mon with all the ancient Mysteries, in a lofty syst of astro-
nomical allegories,originally intended to teach the unity of
God, the immortality of the soul, and an exalteddecoof
morality; while at the same time, by the use of Hane alle-
gories and symbols, the leading facts of astronamscience
were to be both illustrated and preserved—in otherds, to
show thatfreemasonry is a system of science as well as moral
ity, veiled in an astronomical allegory, and illtesied by astro-
nomical symbols.

It is also the intention of this work to unlock ghallegory,
and to show the true scientific and astronomicamrey, as
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well as moral application, not only of all the legs, but of all
the emblems and symbols of freemasonry which hang a
claim to antiquity.

The real character and true origin of the pecufigmbol-
ism of freemasonry and its allegories have beenmeatgouzzle
to most members of the fraternity. The great maraiths
which those symbols and allegories teach are pknough;
the only mystery is, how came those truths to hegha by
those peculiar symbols and in that peculiar manner?

It is also worthy of remark that, while the moralths
which our emblems, symbols, and legends teach tiewsll
understood, yet those great scientific truths, Whare equally
said to illustrate and teach, are wholly lost, aidleast their
connection with them. This lost connection betweenr
emblems, symbols, and legends, and many of theoymdest
truths of science, will be restored in the pagethisfwork.

Oliver and Hutchinson have both, with much labond a
the former with great learning, attempted to pravat the
master-mason's degree is a Christian institutiont—mo the
sense of its being pervaded with the spirit of Gifanity,
which is true, but a Christian institution in thange sense as
the Church or the rite of baptism is. Dr. Mackeyreotly says
they have "fallen into a great error." The thedmgttour frater-
nity had its origin in the building societies ofethmiddle ages
is sufficiently disproved by our ritual itself, wdii has many
features that are totally inconsistent with anyhstieeory, and
point to a far more remote era; although many thinglating
to operative masonry were no doubt then ingrafted.o

Dr. Mackey, Oliver, and others, will not accept thstro-
nomical theory, and thus the whole matter remasts,far as
they are concerned, a mystery. The astronomicabryhes,
however, the only correct one, as the following ggagvill suf-
ficiently show.

The great difficulty is, that it has never been paidy and
at the same time fully presented. It has been asbcamainly
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by antimasons, who understood many other thingshmiuet-
ter than they did our ritual and the legends anehbsfism of
our order; or by skeptics, endeavoring at the séime to tear
down the Christian religion. The advocacy of thércsmical
theory by this kind of writers, especially the ¢aft has done
much to render it unpopular, and induced many asthend
thinkers to discard it without a due and fair exaation. Many
masons, like Dr. Oliver, seem to have an illogieald almost
superstitious fear of having the astronomical otteraof our
symbolism established. The fact is, however, thHa¢ great
moral truths of freemasonry are indestructible, atahd inde-
pendent of the symbolism intended to illustratentheand to
conceal them also, in past ages, when disclosupmsex the
initiated to persecution and death, as an unbeliame the
actual divinity of the sun, moon and stars. Theagrenoral
teachings of freemasonry will not suffer any dangérdestruc-
tion or damage if itis fully established that the emblems by
which they are illustrated, like the imagery of tBéble, are
mainly astronomical instead of mechanical.

The following pages, it is believed, contain comung
proofs of the real character and origin of our sghsn. Por-
tions of the masonic ritual, and a few of the emisle have in
a general way been shown by several writers to beastro-
nomical origin, and the assertion has been fredpemtade
that the whole system has an astronomical sigmifiea But it
is believed that this work contains the only fuhdacomplete
demonstration of the purely astronomical and sifienimport
of the whole ritual, and all the details of the solar allegoag
applied to masonry—accompanied by a particular siipo
of the astronomical import and origin dll of its ancient
emblems, symbols, and legendser seventy in number (see
index), that has ever been made. The traditions emtllems
of freemasonry have been made to speak for thesselv
and they tell their own origin and meaning in a gaage
which can not fail to convince any reader, who corab a
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knowledge of the lodge and chapter degrees with rtien
outlines and leading principles of astronomy andbngetry.
These sciences, so often alluded to in our ritaed, eminently
masonic, and without some knowledge of them whatoigol-
low will not be fully understood.

It is hoped that this work will also not be withointerest
to the uninitiated. They will at least, be able dee, unfolded
in its pages, a beautiful and impressive astronaimatlegory,
which, by the use of sublime and august embleneshes the
unity of God and the immortality of the soul. Theork also
throws much light upon the religion of the ancidfgyptians,
Greeks and Romans, as well as mythology in genetal far
the solar allegory may be truthfully applied to eimasonry
they, of course, will not be able fully to determirfior them-
selves, except in a general way and on minor poiAts for
the rest, they will be expected to be complacenbugh to
take the opinion of well-informed members of thetdrnity.
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Chapter 3

A CHAPTER OF
ASTRONOMICAL
FACTS

IN ORDER TO PROPERLY UNDERSTAND

what is to follow, some knowledge of the leadingct$a
of astronomy is required. The nature of tkzediac, and
its division into signs and constellations; the -
ena attending the yearly passage of the sun amdmg t
stars; the solstitial and equinoctial points, ande t"pre-
cession of the equinoxes,” and its effect upon tiea-
tive position of the signs and constellations ofe th
zodiac—as well as several other particulars of oastr
omy—must be known by the reader, in order that he
may fully understand the astronomical allegory dbdo
be unfolded and illustrated.

It has, therefore, been thought necessary to wate
introductory chapter, giving a brief and popular pesi-
tion of the matters above enumerated. All technical
terms will be discarded, as far as possible, andh sas
are used from absolute necessity will be definedo N
attempt will be made to give a cause or philosopbly
solar or sidereal movements—the sole object being t
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bring clearly before the mind thapparentannual path of the
sun in the zodiac, and such other celestial phenanmas are
required to properly understand the allegorical liappon

which is to be made of the facts of astronomy te thasonic
traditions, legends, emblems, and symbols. Thisptehawill

serve to call the particular attention of those wre proficient
In science to certain particular astronomical famsring direct-
ly upon our subject, and it is hoped will also @ntenough
to sufficiently instruct those who may have growssty in or
never acquired a knowledge of the motions of théestial

bodies.

The Ecliptic

The ecliptic is a great circle in the heavens surding the
earth, and representing the apparent path of theesigch year
among the stars.

The Zodiac

The zodiac is a belt of stars extending 8° on eside of
the imaginary circle called the ecliptic. The zadia therefore
16° wide, and, being a complete circle, is 360°circumfer-
ence. It is divided into twelve equal parts of 3@3ch denot-
ing the particular place which the sun occupiesndueach of
the twelve months of the year. Each of these diasiof the
zodiac, in the visible heavens, is marked and decupy a
separate and distinct group or cluster of starBedta constel-
lation. These constellations are named after certdiving
creatures,” supposed to have been originally emndtiemof
the month in which the sun entered them.

The twelve constellations are called—

TABLE 1.
Aries,the Ram. Libra, the Scales.
Taurus,the Bull Scorpio,the Scorpior
Gemini,the Twins Capricornus the Goai
Cancer,the Cral Sagittarius,the Archet
Leo,the Lior Aquarius,the Wate-Bearer
Virgo, the Virgin Piscesthe Fishes.
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These, ranged in their appropriate places in treatgrodi-
acal circle, are all represented in the foregoinggmm. The
following is a brief description of each of the stellations:

Aries

This was once the first constellation of the zodiads now
the second, by reason of the precession of thenexes,
which will be subsequently explained. It is knowly kbwo
bright stars, about 4° apart, which are in the kavhthe Ram.
The brightest of these, callefrietus, is used by navigators to
compute longitude by the moon's distance. Mosthef dtars in
this constellation are small. Aries, in the Hebrewdiac, is
assigned to Simeon, or by some to Gad.

Taurus

This constellation is next téries in the zodiac, and is one
of the most celebrated and splendid. TRleiadesare in Tau-
rus, and near it is the magnificent constellati@rion, called
Orus by the Egyptians. In that sublime chapter of the @és-
tament, Job xxxviii, mention is made of these: "€athou
bind the sweet influences of thHeleiades,or loose the bands
of Orion?" Taurus, once seen and recognized in connection
with Orion, is never forgotten.

The Bull is represented as engaged in combat Wition,
and plunging toward him with threatening horns. Taee of
the Bull is designated by five bright stars in steape of a let-
ter V, known as theHyades,the most brilliant of which is
Aldebaran, which is much used by navigators. The tips of the
horns of the Bull are marked by two bright starsaat appro-
priate distance above the face. TRéeiades gleam brightly
near the shouldeOrion, who faces the Bull, is known by four
bright stars, forming a large parallelogram, in tbenter of
which is seen a diagonal row of stars, known as libl of
Orion, and called in Job the "bands of Orion." The fouarst
of the parallelogram, respectively, indicate hisowdtders and
feet. A line of smaller stars form his sword, itsdle orna-
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mented by a wonderfuhebula. Justbelow Orion shines, with
a splendor almost equal to Jupiter or Venus, thaghiy sun-
star Sirius, the deifiedSothisof the Egyptians. Further east and
over him flashes that brilliant star known &socyon. These
two, with Betelgeux,in the shoulder ofOrion, form an equilat-
eral triangle, whose sides are each 26°, whichoiperfect and
beautiful as almost to force itself upon our aitamt Taurus,
Orion, Sirius, the Pleiades, and Hyades, are all frequently
alluded to by the poet Virgil in the "Georgics." i¥his, per-
haps, the most magnificent and sublime quarterhef heavens
north of the equator.

Tauruswas held by the Egyptians, and most of the nations
of antiquity, as a sacred constellation. Before tihee of Abra-
ham, or over four thousand years ago, it adornetl raarked
the vernal equinox, and "for the space of two thodsyears
the Bull was the prince and leader of the celedtiadt.” The
sun in Taurus was deified under the symbol of thé, land
worshipped in that form. The sacred figures foumdomag the
ruins of Egypt and Assyria, in the form of a bulitwa human
face, or with a human shape with the face and hofna bull,
are emblematic of the sun in Taurus, at the veewgiinox. In
the Hebrew zodiac Taurus was ascribed to Joseph.

Gemini

—is the next constellation in the zodiac. Its pipat stars
are two bright ones, calle@astor and Pollux. They are about
4',° apart, and of the first and second magnitudesmythol-
ogy, Castor and Pollux are said to be twin sonslugiter by
Leda. In the Hebrew zodiac this constellation isigeed to
Benjamin.

Cancer

This constellation is composed of two stars, thightest of
which are only of the third magnitude. It is of respecial
importance, except from its position, of which mowll
be said subsequently. In some Eastern zodiacs digs is
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represented by the figure of two animals like asaed by the
Hebrews is assigned tssachar.

Leo

This is another celebrated and beautiful consteflatlt is
easily known by five or six bright stars situated the neck
and head of the Lion, and arranged in the form dfcile. Its
two brightest stars ar®egulusand Denebola, the former in
the sickle and the latter near the tip of the tRiegulusis a
very bright star, and is situated almost exacththia ecliptic. It
is, therefore, of great use to navigators in dei@ng the lon-
gitude of the sea. The constellatikke@o is also celebrated as
being the radial point from which the remarkable tendc
showers of November proceed. If this phenomenon was
observed by the ancients, it must have greatlyessmd the
veneration and awe with which this sacred congsieflawas
viewed.

The constellation Leo is, for many reasons, full signifi-
cance to masons. It once marked the summer solsiiog at
the building of King Solomon's temple was much peahat
point than now; this change of position, consequgmbn the
precession of the equinoxes, will be subsequendplaged,
together with the intimate connection between tlomstella-
tion Leo and the masonic tradition. In the Hebrewsdiac Leo
is the significator of the tribe of Judah. Accowglito astrology,
it is the "sole house of the sun.”

Virgo

This is the beautiful virgin of the zodiac. Sherepresented
as holding a spear of ripe wheat in her left hamdrked by a
brilliant star, calledSpica. In the Egyptian zodiac Isis supplies
the place of Virgo, and is represented holding éhears of
corn in her hand. Spica, together wibenebolain Leo, and
Arcturus in Bootes, forms an equilateral triangle of great
beauty. Arcturus is also one of the stars mentioned by Job:
"Canst thou bring forttMazzarothin his season? or canst thou
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guide Arcturus with his sons?"Mazzaroth signifies the twelve
signs of the ZodiacArcturus is also frequently alluded to by
Virgil in the first book of the "Georgics.”" The mg and setting
of this star were supposed to portend great termpdst the
time of Virgil it rose about the middle of Septembdhe
bright star Spica, in Virgo, lies within the path of the moon,
and is of great use to navigators. In the Hebrewiazo Virgo

is assigned toNaphtali, whose standard was a tree bearing
goodly branches.

Libra

This constellation is anciently represented by ftigeire of
a man or woman holding a pair of scales. The hufigure is
omitted in all Arabian zodiacs, as it is held urfiawby the
believers in the Koran to make any representatidnthe
human form. In our zodiac, also, the balance oslydepicted,
probably because we received the zodiac from thabians.
This constellation may be distinguished by a quaignal of
four stars, but it contains none of great brillandn the
Hebrew zodiac Libra is ascribed tAsher This constellation
formerly was on the autumnal equinox, and when tum
entered its stars the days and nights were equalthis the
Latin poet Virgil alludes:

Libra die somnique pares ubi fecerit horas,
Et medium luci atque umbris jam devidit orbem.

When Libra makes the hours of day and night equal,
and now divides the globe in the middle, betweghtli
and shades. — "Georgics," Book |

Scorpio

this constellation has some resemblance, in thepgng of
its stars, to the object after which it is namedisla very con-
spicuous object in the evening sky of July. In general form
it resembles a boy's bow kite, the tail of whiclinfe that of a
scorpion, and is composed of ten bright stars. Tih& of
these, near the point of the triangle forming tbdybof the
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kite, isAntares.lt is a brilliant red star, resembling the planet
Mars. In the Hebrew zodiac Scorpio is referred &mD

Sagittarius

The Archer follows Scorpio, and is represented asian-
ster, half horse and half man, in the act of smgotn arrow
from a bow.Sagittariusis easily recognized by the figure of an
inverted dipper, formed of several bright stars.e Tiigure of
Sagittarius appears in the ancient zodiacs of Egygtindia.

Capricornus

The Goat is composed of fifty-one visible stars, stmof
them small. It is of no particular importance, gtcérom the
connection of its sign with the winter solstice, which more
will be said hereafter. It was called by the anci€riental
nations thesouthern gatef the sun.

Aquarius and Pisces

These are the last two constellations of the zodiHte
former is represented by the figure of a man, paurout
water from a jar, the latter by two fishes joinetdaaconsider-
able distance by a loose corélquariusin the Hebrew zodiac
represents the tribe of Reuben, and the Fishes ddimé&he
stars in both of these constellations are small amdhportant,
except Fomalhaut, in Aquarius, which is almost of the first
magnitude, and is used by navigators. This consluder
description of theonstellationf the zodiac.

The Signs of the Zodiac

The signs of the zodiac are twelve arbitrary signs, or char-
acters, by which the twelve constellations are giredid.
They are as follows:

Y ¥y I & M £ m X Y 2 X

These, without doubt, had their origin in the hgyphic
or picture writing of the ancients. In the sign &si YY) we
have a rude but yet remaining representation of hbad and
horns of the Ram. In Tauruyy) of the face and horns of a
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Bull. Gemini (II) denotes the Twins, seated side by side with
embracing arms. The ancient statues of Castor atidxPcon-
sisted of two upright pieces of wood, joined togetly two
cross-pieces. Cancerss) yet retains a resemblance to the
claws of the Crab. Leod]) may be intended for a crouching
lion, or may be the outline of its principal stargie- group
now called the Sickle, the stars of which, if jalnBy an imag-
inary line, would form a figure not unlike the sigd). In
Virgo (b)) the resemblance seems to be lost. Lik£x) (s a
plain picture of a scale-beam. The sign Scorfll) (displays
the sting of a venomous creature. Sagittarius, Alneher, is
well represented by his arrow and part of his bo.(In
Capricornus Yo) the resemblance is again lost; but in Aquar-
ius (**) we recognize the waves of the sea, denoting wéter
Pisces X) the resemblance of two fishes joined is still @pp
ent.

It is quite easy to conceive how the original pitbrepre-
sentations of the creatures emblematically denotimg vari-
ous constellations of speed and convenience iningrithem,
grew into these arbitrary signs like letters.

In the figure of the zodiac, opposite page 42 thetopal
representations of the twelve constellations akergi with the
arbitrary signs denoting each placed against th&hme sun,
moon, and planets were also designated by hierbglypstro-
nomical signs by the ancients, as follows.

Sun, ®. Venus, Q.
Moon, ®. Jupiter, 2.
Mercury, ¥. Saturn h.
Mars, o

The planetary signs originated in the same mansetha
zodiacal ones. The sign for the sun is "a pointhiwita cir-
cle"—the point represents the earth, and the citiste ecliptic.
The moon is appropriately pictured as a crescantthe sign
of Mercury we have theaduceu®f that god, composed of
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two serpents twisted about a rod. Mars is represefity his
shield and spear. Venus is well denoted by theupgcbobf an
ancient hand-mirror. The origin of the planetargnsifor Jupi-
ter is not so clear. It does not in the least rddeman eagle, as
some suggest, nor is it any more like the initietitdr of the
Greek Zeus; besides, the hieroglyphs are always representa-
tions of objects, not letters. This sign resemhbesre nearly
the no less ancient numeral sign, the figure 4, asdJupiter is
the fourth planet from the sun (if, like the an¢sgerwe do not
enumerate the earth), this resemblance may notcbelemtal.
Saturn, lastly, is represented by his scythe ianigent form.

These arbitrary signs for the planets and constatis
have come down to us from a remote antiquity. Tiygineral
use, by all civilized nations is of great beneéis they form a
kind of astronomical shorthand, which, like the WBiem or
Hindoo numerals, is equally well understood in edluntries,
no matter how much their language or ordinary emittchar-
acters may differ, so that astronomical tables ttoe use of
navigators and others are as well understood andeamily
read in any one part of the civilized world as &eot The
great convenience of this is so apparent as toireequ0 com-
ment. The time when the zodiac was divided intol\tevecon-
stellations, and the zodiacal signs invented, & o the dim
distance of an extreme antiquity. The best opinainpresent
seems to be that the zodiac was derived from thedddis by
the Egyptians, who gave it to the Arabians, whosgreed it,
and in turn transmitted it to us. Baldwin, in hi®réhistoric
Nations," however proves that it is highly probaliteat the
ancient Arabians originated it in prehistoric timé&hen the
signs of the zodiac first began to be used, or vamaient stu-
dents of the starry skies invented them, is theeefenknown,
save by conjecture.

The zodiac has four principal points: these are tthe sol-
stitial and two equinoctial points, which, dividing the circle of
the zodiac into four equal parts, are properlygiestied in the

49



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

foregoing diagram. These four points were anciemiyked
by the star&omalhaut, Aldebaran, RegulumdAntares.

The Solstitial Points

The solstitial points refer to the movement of than,
north of the equator in summer and south of it inter. They
are the points marking the extreme northern andhsou lim-
its of this movement of the sun. Thr®immer solsticeywhen
the sun comes farthest north, is at presenCamcer, and the
winter solstice,or his extreme southern limit, is i@apricor-
nus. The distance of the sun north and south of the tequa
called his northern or southerdeclination. When the sun
reaches either solstitial point, he begins to tbiack toward
the other—at first very slowly, and for a short ipdrseems to
stand still. It is for this reason that these poiate called "sol-
stitial,” from the latin wordssol, the sun, andsistere-stiti, to
cause to stand. When, in June, the sun en@ascer, and
reaches his greatest northern declination, his, realing more
vertically, cause the change from winter and sptimgsummer
in all countries north of the equator. This shitiof the sun
from one solstitial point to the other is the caudethe change
of the seasons.

The Equinoctial Points

These are the points where the sun crosses thetiakle
equator, which he necessarily does twice in hisrlyeaircuit
of the zodiac, at two opposite points, distant freach other
in space 180°, and in time six months. The poinenghthe
sun crosses in spring, coming north, is called Weenal or
spring equinox; and the other, where he crossesnsiths
afterward, going south, is called thautumnal equinox. At
these periods the days and nights are equal, aad ishthe
reason why they are called equinoctial points, fromo Latin
words, aquus, equal, andnox, night. These two points are in
the signs Aries Y’) and Libra £), and are so marked on the
diagram of the zodiac.
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The relative positions of the equinoctial and suddt
points and the celestial equator will be better asstbod from
the following diagram. Imagine a hoop lying horitlty, and
within this another hoop teaching the first, andhwone side
elevated above the other, as represented in thgradia The
horizontal hoop, markedh\ B, is the equator; the other, and
around which the signs of the zodiac are displayed.the
ecliptic, or apparent path of the sun. The earth is in theece
with its equator on the same plane with the celestguator.
The equator of the earth is markede. The linef f is on the
same plane as the ecliptic. The two other lineg above and
one below the equator of the earth, and paralleit,t@re the
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, parallel with tbeme lines
extended in the heavens, and marked as the tropics.

. Tropic__ of . Gancer S SUMMER
/ 7 7 &} SoLsTicE
] JUNE
) 217
AUTUMNAL
Eeumox“/ /
cpLeSTIAL SEP 2/
f \
\Q & 2 Q«
oY
7 /:——W
c
NS

VERNAL . TauATO®
EQUINOX I -
% march 21t X8

wmméo://

SOLSTICE

DEC. 21% Tropfc qf Caprfcorn

DIAGRAM OF THE ECLIPTIC AND EQUATOR

The only two points where the circle of the ectp&nd
that of the equator can intersect are, of courgEyosite to
each other. These are thequinoctial points, marked Aries
(Y’) and Libra £). The solstitial points are those markeZs
ancYo. Now, it is evident that when the sun leavy?) (Aries,
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or the vernal equinox, his pathway is continually upward, and
until he teaches $8) Cancer, and there attains his highest
point north of the celestial equator, as well aat tbf the earth
(e e). This is the summer solsticeLeaving Cancer the sun
begins to decline toward the south, descendingutiiroid])
Leo and 1h) Virgo until he reaches£:) Libra, on the 23rd of
September, which is th@autumnal equinox.From this point
the sun continues to descend throudl) (Scorpio and x)
Sagittarius until the winter solsticeis reached, atYo) Capri-
cornus, December 23rd, where the sun has reached his lowes
southern declination. He is now just as far souththe celes-
tial equator as he was north of it at fuenmer solstice.

From Capricornus (Yo) the sun begins to ascend through
(%) Agquariusand ¥) Piscesuntil the vernal equinoxis again
reached. These four cardinal points, the two s@lstitogether
with the vernal and autumnal equinox, are therefore indica-
tive of the four seasons of the year; for when ¢he reaches
the vernal equinoxgspring begins; when he has advanced to
the tropic of Cancer, thsummerbegins. His arrival at the
other equinox marks the advent atitumn; and, when he at
last reaches the tropic of Capricomnter begins.

The Precession of the Equinoxes

This is the name that is given to a gradual chawfgplace,
which is constantly going on, as to the point whéne sun
does not cross at the same place each year; orcahiary,
each time when the sun completes the circuit of zbéiac, he
crosses the equator at a point a small distdvmek of the
place where he did so the previous year—in consexguef
which the equinoctial point is annually falling lbaat a uni-
form rate. If you will refer to the above diagram tbe zodia-
cal points, and imagine the circle of the ecliptieing slowly
turned around its center towar@ance(<s), within the circle
of the equator, which remains fixed—the contactween the
two circles being preserved, and no change madtanangle
at which they intersect each other—you will be atdegain a
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clear idea of the effect of this phenomenon. Thentpmarked
(Y’) Aries would then slowly advance above the equator until
the point markecX was at the intersection of the two circles.
The Fishes ¥) would then be on the equinox, which is now
the case. In time, this motion being continues would
occupy that place, and so on.

The point where the sun crossed the equator was anc
the constellation Aries,but in the long progress of centuries
the place of the sun's crossing has fallen back f8@h the
first degree of that constellation, so that thenaérequinox is
now really in the constellatio®isces,the Fishes; or, in other
words, the sun enters the stars of ttenstellation Pisces on
the 21st of March, and not those of ttenstellationAries, as it
did twenty-two centuries ago, as we are informed Higpar-
chus. The place, however, where the sun crossexdlsstial
equator has continued to be, and still is, and wdhtinue to
be, marked by thesign (Y’) Aries, so that thesign of Aries
now marks the place in the zodiac of tbenstellationof the
Fishes. The signs and the constellations are therefore no
longer in the same place. Hence, in order to makecbart of
the zodiac (page 42) strictly correct, thign Aries (Y?) should
be placed against the constellation Pisces, the gagainst
the constellation Gemini, the sigIl against the constellation
Cancer, and so around the entire circle. It wasy dol the
sake of simplicity and a greater ease of explanatiat it was
not so represented. When, therefore, it is saichgtronomical
language that the summer solstice is in Cancers ithe sign
(£5) only which is intended for the sun at that periodw
really enters the stars of the constellation Gemimilike man-
ner the winter solstice is in thegn Yo, but in theconstellation
Sagittarius; the autumnal equinox in tlsgn £, but in the
constellationVirgo.

This precession of the equinoxes is still going bnof the
other four cardinal points of the zodiac will alvgagontinue to
be marked by theignsZs andYo and Y? and<%, without
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regard to theconstellationswhich are the sun actually enters at
those periods. It is by this means that astrononaeesable to
register upon the face of the heavens this appar@wement
of the stars. This phenomenon is called precessionof the
equinoxes, although it is really a falling back toé equinoxes,
although it is really a falling back of the equitiat point;
however, as it causes the stars apparently to adyah has
been called a "precession."

The rate of this motion has been determined by -tworg
tinued observations, and is a little more thanyfidind a quar-
ter seconds (30") of a degree each year. It therefore takes
the equinoctial point about 2,140 years to fall koan entire
sign, or 30°. In 25,791 years it will make a contplesvolution
of the whole circle of the zodiac. This period ialled the
GREAT PLATONIC YEAR, because that philosopher taught that
after it had elapsed the world would begin anew.

Hipparchus, who made the first catalogue of therssta
known to us, and who is called the father of asinoy was
the first who observed the motion of the stars. ikferms us
time, twenty-two centuries ago, the equinoctial npowas in
the first degree of the constellation Aries.

The Hindoo astronomer, Varaha, says the southdrn so
stice was certainly once in the middleAsdlcha(Leo);

the northern in the first degree Bhanishta(Aquar-
ius). Since that time the solstitial as well asahainoc-

tial points have gone backward on the ecliptic A%fis
divided by 56/,", gives 5,373 years. Sir W. Jones says
that Varaha lived when the solstices were in thet fi
degrees of Cancer and Capricorn, or about four hun-
dred years before Christ. (Burritt)

A brief description of the yearly progress of then swill
help much to the understanding of subsequent msrtaf this
work. What follows will be better understood by mgaefer-
ring to the figure of the zodiac. The ancients Ibetjae year at
the vernal equinox. If we start with the sun atttpaint and
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follow his progress, it will be observed that, afleaving the
sign Aries ), in March, he next enters the signs Taurus and
Gemini ¥ and I), and that, as he advances from the vernal
equinox, the sun is daily increasing in light, heahd mag-
netic power. On the 21st of June the summer selstg
reached, the summer begins. This is the longest idayhe
year, and the sun then attains his greatest ImdNiaand dis-
penses the most light. All through the summer m®riils heat
and power are at the greatest, but as he approabkesign
(£) Libra, at the autumnal equinox, the days graguall
shorten, and as he leaves Libra they grow dark st with
great rapidity. In October and November the sunersntthe
signs Scorpio and Sagittariuf (and xX*), and the cold and
stormy winds begin to herald the approach of winfre sun
daily loses power, his rays grow rapidly more feebhd pallid
until Capricorn Yo) is reached at the winter solstice. At this
period occurs the shortest day of the year, anth ftbat time
forward the sun seems to lie dead in the cold eoeb win-
ter, until, again approaching Arie<Y”) and the vernal equi-
nox, he begins to show symptoms of returning lif¥hen
Aries (Y’) is reached, the sun begins to again manifest his
power. The snow and ice melt away beneath his irgyivays,
and vegetation begins to show itself.

After the vernal equinox the sun rapidly regains fitality,
and all nature with him springs from the torpidapd death of
winter. The earth and the heavens, clothed oncee nrorlight
and beauty, rejoice in a new life. It was this sssion of phe-
nomena, marking the yearly progress of the sunheé Zodiac,
that led the ancients, in their poetical and allegd language,
to represent the sun as being slain in the autunth winter,
and being restored to life again in the spring sunmer.

That part of the zodiac reaching from %, embracing the
seasons of flowers and fruits, may well be desdrilas the
region of life, light, and beauty, while all thabrion extend-
ing from the autumnal equinox through the sill|,, x*, Yo, to
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the last point oX, is in like manner the domain of darkness,
winter, and death.
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Chapter 4

WHAT THE
ANCIENTS
KNEWABOUT
ASTRONOMY

IT WILL BE NECESSARY to ascertain what the
ancients knew about astronomy, as what is offered f
consideration in the body of this work presupposes
they had made great progress in that science, not,
indeed, equal to ours, but far greater than wasughi

to be the case before recent discoveries in AsianoMi
and Egypt, or than is even now generally supposed b
those who have not particularly inquired into theatm
ter.

Rawlinson, speaking of the Chaldeans, says,

We are formed by Simplicius that Callisthenes,
who accompanied Alexander to Babylon, sent
to Aristotle from that capital a series of astro-
nomical observations, which he had found pre-
served there, extending back to a period of
1,903 years before Alexander's conquest of that
city, or 2234 B.C.

This would be over four thousand years ago. Ideler,
guoted and endorsed by Humboldt, says,
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The Chaldeans knew the mean motions of the moon
with an exactness which induced the Greek astrono-
mers to use their calculations for the foundatioha
lunar theory.

Ptolemy, also, used Chaldean observations whictended
back 721 B.C. Diodorus Siculus says the Chaldeamiiaed
comets to natural causes, and could fortell theappearance.
He states that their recorded observations of tla@eps were
very ancient and very exact. According to Senehair ttheory
of comets was quite as intelligent and correct et ©f the
moderns. He says they classed them with the planats
moving stars, that had fixed orbits. (Baldwin's éflstoric
Nations.")

The Egyptians also made great progress in astronomy
geometry, and other sciences in the time that pextethe
accession of Menes, their first king, which takes hack to a
period now over five thousand years ago. (Wilkifnson
"Ancient Egyptians.”) Herodotus informs us (Book Chapter
IV) that the Egyptians "were the first to discowbe solar year,
and to portion out its course into twelve parts.'hey
"obtained this knowledge,” he says, "from the star§he
Egyptians were inventors of what we call "leap ye#&or they
made every fourth year to consist of three hundaad sixty-
six days, so as to correct and keep the calendarder. This
must have been done at least 1322 B.C., according/itkin-
son. Caesar was indebted to an Egyptian astronof®es)-
genes, for his famous correction of the calend#toPascribes
the invention of geometry likewise to the Egyptiartdero-
dotus also says, "Geometry first came to be knowrEgypt,
whence it passed into Greece" (Book IlI, Chapter )CIXhe
Egyptians knew the true system of the universe.yThere
acquainted with the fact that the sun is the cebnfethe solar
system, and that the earth and other planets revabout it,
in fixed orbits. They knew that the earth is of &bglar
shape, and revolves on its own axis, thus produciayg and
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night. They also knew of the revolution of the moabout the
earth, and that the moon shines by the reflecteht liof the
sun. They understood the calculation of eclipseseyt were
aware of the obliquity of the ecliptic, and thate thmilky-way is
a collection of stars. They also seem to have hoed
the power of gravitation, and that the heavenly ié®d are
attracted to a center. (Rawlinson's "Herodotus," pexmlix to
Chapter VII, Book 1, and authorities there quojedP?ythago-
ras, who introduced the true system of the universg¢o
Greece, received it from Oenuphis, a priest ofi@Egypt.

This great proficiency alone in astronomy would mak a
matter of certainty that the ancients possessed tidlescope,
long supposed to be one of the grandest inventiohsmodern
times, as the discovery of many of these astroramifacts,
known to the Chaldeans and Egyptians, would simgig
impossible without it. A knowledge of the heliocent system,
long lost, and only rediscovered by Copernicus, was# con-
sidered actually demonstrated or credited by thederts until
the rediscovery of the telescope, which revealeéd thhases
of Venus, and so put the matter beyond doubt. Weweker,
are not left to conjecture only on this point, ftilere is some
positive testimony that the ancients possessed thkescope.
I quote again from Baldwin's "Prehistoric Nations":

Much progress in astronomy requires the telescape,
something equivalent, and it seems necessary tevbel
that the ancients had such aids to eyesight. Lapadi
others report the discovery of kens of considerable
power among the ruins of Babylon. Layard says this
lens was found with two glass bowls in a chamber of
ruins called Nimroud. It is plano-convex, an inchdaa
half in diameter, and nine tenths of an inch thidk.
gives a focus of four and a half inches from thanpl
side. Sir David Brewster says, "It was intended b
used as a lens, either for magnifying or condensive
rays of the sun."

(See Layard's Nineveh and Babylon,” pp-116
Chapter VIII)
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This settles the fact that the ancients at a vesynote period
were familiar with all those laws of optics a knedfje of
which is required to invent the telescope, and aisith the
manufacture of glass, so necessary for lenses ramsidgor tele-
scopic uses. That the art of making glass was kndwnthe
ancients—a fact once doubted—is proved also by odetes
in Egypt, where the whole process of blowing gldsass been
found depicted on the ancient monuments. So great \he
skill of the ancient Egyptians in making vases drious col-
ored glass, that our best European workmen of mod@mes
cannot equal them. Glass was also one of the geepbrts of
the Phoenicians. The Egyptians, however, surpasaidothers,
and some vases of brilliant colors, presented by Egyptian
priest to the Emperor Hadrian, were considered smuable
and curious that they were never used except omdgracca-
sions. Some of the details of Egyptian glass in aiwosvork (by
a process common with that people more than thismusand
years ago), such as the feathers of birds, so éiadto be only
made out with a lenswhich means of magnifying must there-
fore have been known in Egypt at the remote perigben
this mosaic glasswork was made. This shows us that use of
the lens was not confined to Assyria at an early epoch, wet
was a recent discovery there. (Wilkinson's "Ancieigyp-
tians")

Mr. Baldwin, in his work, continues as follows:

Even the Greeks and Romans, with lower attainmants
astronomy, had aids to eyesight. They are mentianed
"De Placitus Phil.," lib. iii, c. v, attributed t@lutarch,
also in his "Vita Marcelli," and by Pliny, "Hist. atur.,"

lib. xxxvii, c. v, where he says that, in his tingetificers
used emeralds, to assist the eye, and that theg wer
concave, the better to collect the visual rays.

He adds that Nero used such glasses when he watthed
fights of the gladiators.
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There is frequent mention of concave and convex
glasses used for optical purposes, and they eWwdent
came from Egypt and the East. lamblichus tells ias,
his life of Pythagoras, that Pythagoras soughtdotrose
instruments that should aid hearing as effectivaly
optic glasses and other contrivances aided sight- P
tarch speaks of mathematical instruments used by
Archimedes "to manifest to the eye the largenesshef
sun." Pythagoras and Archimedes both studied inpEgy
and Phoenicia, and probably in Chaldea. Pythagoras,
who lived in the sixth century before Christ, isds#o
have "visited Egypt and many countries of the Edst"
pursuit of knowledge; and Archimedes, who livedegaft
the time of Alexander, spent much time in Egypthda
visited many other countries."

It appears that, in the time of Pythagoras, "optasses,"
contrived to increase the power of vision, werecsm-
mon as not to be regarded as objects of curiosiby
there can be no reasonable doubts that they wese fi
invented by thegreat men who created that profound
science of astronomfor which people of Cushite origin
were everywhere so preeminently distinguished, and
which wasso intimately connected with religioriBald-
win's "Prehistoric Nations," pp. 178-179)

The authorities above quoted, and the considemation

advanced, render it certain that the ancients naty opos-
sessed the telescope, or its full equivalent, buso ahad
attained a proficiency in astronomy abundantly isigiit for
them to have originated the philosophical astrowami allego-
ries ascribed to them in the course of this workeill religion,
says Mr. Baldwin, was intimately connected withr@somy.

Having thus disposed of matters which were deemadbe
necessary preliminaries to our subject, the corgim of the
connection between the astronomical ideas of thecieats
and their religion, and the origin and true meaning the
masonic traditions, legends, symbols, and emblemsdl no
longer be delayed. What we have to say will be ealigib in a
series of questions and answers. This is a moitesipfiction
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made familiar to all brothers of the fraternity ltye masonic
lectures pertaining to the various degrees. It lerdfore
believed that this mode will be the most acceptalde
masonic readers, and not displeasing to otherbadt the addi-
tional merit of permitting a degree of condensatemd brev-
ity not inconsistent with clearness of explanatiomhich no
other method possesses.
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Chapter 5

MASONIC
ASTRONOMY

Name of the Order

Q. By what name were masons anciently known?

A. Long before the building of King Solomon's templ
masons were known as thé&Sons of Light." Masonry
was practiced by the ancients under the name of Lux
(Light), or its equivalent, in the various languageof
antiquity.

Q. What is said to be the origin of the word
"masonry"?

A. We are informed by several distinguished writers
that it is a corruption of the Greek wordhesouraneo,
which signifies "I am in the midst of heaven,” dlig
to the sun, which, being "in the midst of heaverg" the
great source of light. Others derive it directlyorfr the
ancient EgyptianPhre, the sun, andMas, a child: Phre-
Massen—i.e., Children of the Sun, or, Sons of Light.
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Astronomy and Geometry

Q. What two sciences have always been held in edpeu-
erence by masons?

A. Astronomy and geometry, the latter because ithies foun-
dation of the former

The Lodge

Q. How ought every lodge to be situated?
A. Due east and west.

Q. Why So?

A. Because, in the language of Dr. Hemming, a mistished
brother and masonic writer, "the sun, the glorytié Lord,
rises in the east and sets in the west."

Q. What are the dimensions and covering of a lodge?

A. lts dimensions are without limit, and "its cowey no less
than the clouded canopy or starry-decked heavehs.'the
language of Oliver,

Boundless is the extent of a mason's lodge—in heigh
to the topmost heaven—in depth to the central abyss
in length from east to west—in breadth from nodh t
south.

Q. How many lights has a lodge?

A. According to Dr. Oliver, in hisDictionary of Symbolical
Masonry, a lodge has three lights—one in the east, another i
the west, and another in the south.

Q. Why are they so situated?

A. Dr. Oliver, in his work just named (see page ,183esser
Lights"), says they are so situated "in allusion ttee sun,
which, rising in the east, gains the meridian ie gouth, and
disappears in the west." These luminaries, says@iker, in
the same place, "represent, emblematically, the the moon,
and the master of the lodge." The same authoritynms us
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that a lodge "has no light in the north, because #un darts
no rays from thence." (See p. 109, "Fixed Lights.")

Q. Of what is a lodge therefore emblematic?

A. The whole earth illuminated by the sun, shinifigpm the
east, south, and west; covered by day with a "ddudanopy"
and at night by "the starry-decked heavens." Saygchihson,
a standard masonic author, "The lodge, when rededlz an
entering mason, discovers to him the representatimin the
world."

The Officers' Stations

Q. Why stands the Junior Warden in sioeith the Senior
Warden in thevest,and the Master in theast?

A. Because the sun rises in theast to open and govern the
day, and sets in thevestto close the labors of the same; while
the sun in thesouth admonishes the weary workman of his
midday meal, and calls him from labor to refreshiner.
Oliver informs us, in his dictionary, that

the pedestal, with the volume of the sacred lavgs, i
placed in theeasternpart of the lodge, to signify that as
the sun rises in the east, to open and enlivendthe
so is the Worshipful Master placed in the east peno
the lodge, and to employ and instruct the brethiren
masonry. (See article "East")

Gadicke, another masonic writer, says, "The suresrisn the
east, and in the east is the place for theWorshipful Master";
and, finally, Dr. Hemming, speaking of the threeingipal
officers of the lodge, says:

The Sun rises in theastto open the day, and dispenses
life and nourishment to the whole creation. Thiswisll
represented by th&/orshipful Masterwho is placed in
the east to open the lodge, and who imparts light,
knowledge, and instruction to all under his direati
When it arrives at its greatest altitude in tkeuth,
where its beams are most piercing, and the coalesha
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most refreshing, it is then also well representgdtie
Junior Warden,who is placed in thesouth to observe
its approach to meridian, and at the hour of noon t
call the brethren from labor to refreshment. Spillrsu-
ing its course to thewvest,the sun at length closes the
day and lulls all nature to repose; it is thenyfitepre-
sented by theSenior Wardenwho is placed in thavest
to close the lodge, by command of the WorshipfulsMa
ter, after having rendered to everyone the justardwof
his labor.

It is thus apparent that not only the position, nfordimen-
sions, lights, and furniture of the lodge, but al@ge principal
officers, their respective stations and duties aheall have ref-
erence to the sun. The several quotations made fiioen pub-
lic and authorized writings of distinguished mensbeof the
craft render this plain to unmasonic readers. Alemmbers of
the fraternity will find this fact more fully confned in their
minds from their own knowledge of the particular§ the rit-
ual itself.

The Masonic Journey

Q. In what direction are masons instructed to fave

A. Toward the east, in search of light.

Q. Why so?

A. Because the sun rises in the east, and is teat gsource of
light.

Masonic Words and Names

Q. What does the word of an E. A. M. signify?

A. It has more than one collateral meaning, procedn or
written either forward or backward, but if divideitito the rad-
icals of which it is composed it will be found tdgsify the
Fire-Godor Quickening Fire—i.e., the sun.

Q. What does the word F. C. M. signify?
A. This word, if divided into its radicals, meamgtmoon.
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Q. What does the word of a M. M. signify?

A. The roots of which it is composed signify the nBeolent
God of Fire—i.e., the sun; and, as it was by thee di fire that
metals were first brought into a state fit for thee of man, this
divinity was named Vulcan by the Romans, and wqsdl
by them.

Q. What does the name of O. G. M. H. A. signify?

A. It is derived from two roots, which signify therigin or
manifestation of light; also he who was and is.

Q. What, then, does the whole name signify?

A. The source of eternal light—i.e., the sun—takas an
emblem of Deity.

Q. Whom, therefore, does O. G. M. H. A. represent.
A. The great source of light—the sun.

The Royal Arch

Q. What is the Royal Arch?

A. It may be defined in nearly the same words as ltidge,
and is no less than the starry vault of heavengreat zodiacal
arch, reaching from the vernal to autumnal equinox.

Q. How is the Royal Arch supported?

A. By three of the cardinal points of the zodiaeing the
equinoctial points at the base and solstitial pahtthe sum-
mit.

Q. Of what are these three points emblematic?

A. Like the three pillars of the lodge, they arebdéematic of
WIisbowm, STRENGTH, AND BEAUTY. Dr. Oliver, in hisDictionary
of Symbolical Masonrynforms us that

the lodge is supported by three pillars, which are
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty;, because no piece of
architecture can be termed perfect unligsdhave
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wisdom to contrive, strength to support, and besuty
adorn.

Summer Solstice

THE ROYAL ARCH
OF HEAVEN

THE ROYAL ARCH

Q. Why are the three great zodiacal points whiclppett the
Royal Arch of heaven also emblematic of wisdom,
strength, and beauty?

A. At the time of the building of King Solomon's ntple, or
about 1004 B.C., the celestial equator cut theptcliat about
10° of the constellation Aries. At that period thenstellation
Leo was therefore near the solstitial point, andnmit of the
zodiacal arch. Now, as the lion is the strongest befsts, and
because the summit or key of an arch is its strstngsoint,
and the sun, when he reaches that point, has tkategt glory
and power, it being the summer solstice, when tlag i the
longest—that point is emblematic dftrength. The vernal equi-
nox signifies beauty, because it marks the opening of spring,
which is the season of beauty, and adorns both hkavens
with light and the earth with flowers. The autumnabuinox
denotes wisdom, because it is the season of maturity. Near that
point is also seen the constellation of the Serpertl ages

69



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

typical of wisdom, and in many ancient zodiacs th@nt is
designated by the figure of a serpent.

Q. How may the truth and beauty of this be morensjty
impressed upon the mind?

A. By contemplating the Royal Arch itself as it wally
appears in the heavens.

Q. What is required in order to be able to do so?

A. A sufficient knowledge of the constellations aiad favor-
able time of observation.

Q. What is the most favorable time to observe thgaRArch?

A. If we wish to observe the constellations as tingre at the
summer solstice at the time of the building of KiSglomon's
temple, we should view the heavens about the 1sAugust,
but as the sun in the south at high twelve, byoiterpowering
light, prevents the proper stars being seen, it @l necessary
to defer our observations for six months, or uabbut the 5th
of February, at which time the same stars are heisdi mid-
night. "Low twelve," about the 5th of February, is, theref
the best time to view the Royal Arch.

If we then take our station, looking south, and dtir eyes
to the vast arch of heaven, the spectacle will be of unsur-
passed magnificence, and to an intelligent masamueint
with the truths of his profession. Far up the bbsncave, and
within less than 30° of the summit of the arch,lwié seen the
constellationLeo, typical of SSIRENGTH, on either side will be
seen the constellationdAries and Libra, which anciently
marked the equinoctial points, and upon which thaole
majestic arch seems to rest.

Libra, the Balance, is typical of what ¥bom which, in the
scales of Reason, duly weighs and considers aftigshi while
Aries, marking the ancient place of the vernal equinoxtyfs-
cal of BEAUTY, and also gives a sure token that the sun, which
lies dead in the cold arms of Night and Winter] arlse again
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in the springtime, clothed with new life and pow&he vernal
equinox, or signAries, is therefore also the symbol of immor-
tality, and teaches that the soul of man will riseglory from
the darkness of the grave. It also reminds masdnfeo lamb,
"which has in all ages been considered an emblemniod-
cence," and admonishes him

of that purity of life and conduct which is so adsaly
necessary to his gaining admission into the cellesti
lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the uni
verse presides.

In the east, in close proximity to Libra, stande theautiful
virgin of the zodiac, the constellatiodirgo. In her left hand
gleams the bright staBpica, while not far away toward the
north Arcturus shines in splendor. In the we$aurusis seen
with the Pleiades. Orionalso lifts his giant form along the sky,
sublime in his majesty and beauty. Still lower dovamd near
the horizon, blazes the great sun-s@irius. Procyon also
shines with almost equal glory higher up the sky.

Gemini, too, the twin brothergastor and Pollux, offspring
of the mighty Jove, adorn the heavens. In the n&Cihssiopea
sits in her golden chair,” while th@reat Bearguards the pole.
There, too, are seefepheus,and Andromedabound to the
rock with chains. The polar star, emblem of eterc@ahstancy,
shines with a steady light; while around the pdhe tscaly
Dragon coils his glittering folds. Meanwhile, as we coninto
observe the midnight meridian, other constellatioas they
rise, light up the gleaming arch, each teachingifferdnt les-
son, andall—

"Forever singing, as they shine,
The hand that made us is divine."

The accompanying diagram of the Royal Arch is bugea-
metrical projection, and, therefore, gives nothingpre than
the relative positions of the various constellagicand signs of
the Royal Arch. The summer solstice is represeaseitie
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key-stoneof the arch, and has the astronomical sign of the s
inscribed upon it, showing that on the 21st of Jtme sun is
exalted to the summit of the arch. It was formehgught that
the ancient Egyptians were not acquainted with Harm
architecture, but late discoveries show that it vka®wn to
them at lest 2100 B.C. (See Wilkinson's "Egyptiahghe Time
of the Pharaohs," p. 137.)

King Solomon's Temple

Q. Of what was King Solomon's temple emblematic?

A. That temple not made with hands, eternal inhiavens.
Q. Has the word "temple" any meaning significanthi$?

A. All ancient temples were originally dedicated tioe wor-

ship of the sun and the summer celestial orbs, tuauit in

the heavens each year was emblematic representethein
details of their construction and ornaments. Therdwttem-

ple" is from tempus,time; templum comes fromtempus,and

the word "temple" is therefore synonymous widmpus,time,

or the year.

Q. By whom is time—i.e., the temple—each year béadt
and adorned?

A. By the sun, who, from March to October, is conoally
engaged in beautifying the heavens and the earth.

Q. When the building of the temple commenced?

A. On the 2nd day of Zif, or about the 21st of April.

Q. When was the temple finished?

A. On the 4th day of Bul, or about the 21st of October
Q. Have those dates any astronomical significance?

A. They have. On the 21st of April the sun ent€eurus,and
the plowing and planting begin. On the 21st of ®etothe
sun enter$corpio;"the summer is over and the harvest is
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finished." It was, therefore, that the sun, in hisassage
through the seven signs (typical of years), from Aries to Scor-
pio, was said, emblematically, to raise the RoyakchiA beautify
and adorn the heavens, and bring forth the bountifuits of
the earth.

Q. Is it, therefore, to be understood that the whalccount of
the building of King Solomon's temple, as given the
masonic tradition, is an astronomical myth?

A. By no means, for there is no fact more certamant the
building of King Solomon's temple, as both sacredd apro-
fane history testify. It is nevertheless true thhe masonic tra-
dition respecting it is one of mystical import. ¢ontains within
itself not only the history in part of the buildingf an actual
earthly and material temple, but also an emblemaliescrip-
tion of the heavens and the earth, as well as ef phrticulars
of the annual passage of the sun among the twelgas sof
the zodiac. There is also good reason for believihg temple
itself was expressly built, so as to be in its easi parts
emblematic of the whole order of nature.

Josephus (most learned of Jews) directly informs that
the tabernacle, which was a prototype of the temple, was thus
emblematic in its construction. He says, speakirfgtle taber-
nacle and vestments of the high-priest, that,

if anyone, without prejudice and with judgment, Koo
upon these things, he will findhey were every one
madein way of imitation and representation of the uni-
verse. When Moses distinguished the tabernacle into
three parts, and allowed two of them to the prieatsa
place accessible and common, he denoted the ladd an
the sea, these being of general access to allhbuset
apart the third division for God, because heavemas-
cessible to men. And when he ordered twelve lodoes
be set upon the table, he denoted the year asm-disti
guished into so many months. By branching out the
candlestick into seventy parts, he secretly intedathe
Decani,or seventy divisions of the planets; and as to
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the seven lamps upon the candlesticks, they refetoe
the course of the planets, of which that is the lmem
The veils, too, which were composed of four things,
they declare the four elements; for the fine lin@as
proper to signify the earth, because the flax graws

of the earth. The purple signifies the sea, becahae
color is dyed by the blood of a sea shellfish; kihae is

fit to signify the air, and the scarlet will natliyabe an
indication of fire. Now, the vestment of the highiest,
being made of linen, signified the earth; the blue
denotes the sky, being like lightening in its ponagg
ates, and in the noise of the bells resembling dbun
And for the ephod, it showed that God had made the
universe of four (elements); and as for the golterin
woven, | suppose it related to the splendor, byctvhi
all things are enlightened. He also appointed tresadi-
plate to be placed in the middle of the ephod tweme

ble the earth, for that was the very middle plaéehe
world. And the girdle which encompassed the high
priest round signified the ocean, for that goesndou
about, and includes the universe. Each of the sard-
onyxes declares to us the sun and moon—those, |
mean, which were in the nature of buttons on ttgh hi
priest's shoulders. And as for the twelve stones,
whether we understand by them the months, or
whether we understand the like number of the sighs
that circle which the Greeks call the zodiac, wallsh
not be mistaken in their meaning. As for the mitre,
which was of blue color, it seems to me it means
heaven, for how otherwise could the name of God be
inscribed upon it? That it was also illustrated hwia
crown, and that of gold also, is because of thétnsior
with which God is pleased. Let this explanationfisaf

at present. ("Antiquities," Book Ill, Chapter VII, 7)

The concluding sentence of this quotation conveysclear
intimation that many other emblematic particulans the con-
struction of the tabernacle might be pointed outowN as the
"holy place,” and veils, candlesticks, lamps, vesits, and
other particulars of the tabernacle were speclficarepro-
duced in the temple, we may safely conclude thatdimple
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itself was so built as to be also emblematic, snséveral parts,
of the universe. Nor when we reflect that the desidor the
temple, as well as the tabernacle, are said to lh@en given
by God himself, need we be surprised at this, ftxatwmore
reasonable than to suppose that, when the greatdCref all
things revealed the designs for a temple to be cdésti to
himself, it should thus be made in all its partsbkmatic of
the sum of all his other works—the entire univer3é® lodge,
according to all masonic writers, is emblematic Kohg Solo-
mon's temple; it is therefore easy to see why ils® emblem-
atic of the heavens and the earth. It could notheeone with-
out being also the other. It also naturally followisat the
masonic tradition is thus possessed for a threefuddacter:

1 Itisin part an actual history of the buildingkihg
Solomon's temple.

2 Itis an emblematic description of the heavenstard
earth.

3. By a system of allegorical and astronomical symHols
is the depository of a high code of morals.

In its triune aspect it is, thereforeSTORICAL, SCIENTIFIC and
MORAL. In it the two accounts of the building of the at¢taad
the mystical temple, the earthly and the heavenhe, oare
curiously interwoven and permeate each other. Ve, astro-
nomical key being given, they may be separated, aadh
contemplated by itself.

Hiram Abif

In them Hiram Abif appears both as an authentic and
mystical personage, he is not only the cunning temsn
employed by King Solomon to beautify and adorn #wtual
temple, but also an emblematic being, representhy sun,
who, by his magnetic power, raises the Royal Arémheaven,
and beautifies and adorns the terrestrial and tia@lespheres,
for which reason his name has a twofold meaningnifscant
of both characters.
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It is also true that to some extent the life andhduwt of
the real personage is emblematic of the mystica¢, opet they
differ in several important particulars:

1. The mystical Hiram is represented in the masonic tradi-
tion as being an architect, superintending the dngl and
drawing out the plans for the temple.

The real Hiram, as mention in history, was, according to
the Bible, and also Josephus, no architect at aflgd drew out
none of the designs for the temple.

2. The mystical Hiram, according to masonic tradition, is
represented as having lost his life suddenly beftte comple-
tion of the temple, in the midst of his labors, amith many of
his designs unfinished.

On the contrary, thehistorical Hiram, as we are expressly
informed in the sacred Scriptures, lived to finisttl his labors
in and about the temple, and for King Solomon.

For the benefit of unmasonic readers, we will gitree sub-
stance of the masonic tradition relating to Hiranbif® which
is taken word for word from Dr. Oliver'®ictionary of Symbol-
ical Masonry, a work authorized by the highest masonic bod-
ies in England and America. Says Dr. Oliver:

We have an old tradition delivered down, orally,atthit
was the duty of Hiram Abiff to superintend the work
men, and that the reports of the officers were wpdwa
examined with the most scrupulous exactness. At the
opening of the day, when the sun was rising in #est,

it was his constant custom, before the commencement
of labor, to enter the temple and offer up his prayto
Jehovah for a blessing on the work. And in like n&mn
when the sun set in the west and the labors of dhg
were closed, and the workmen had departed, he
returned his thanks to the Great Architect of thai-u
verse for the harmonious protection of the day. Not
content with this devout expression of his feelings
morning and evening, he always went into the temple
at the hour of high twelve, when the men were dalle
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from labor to refreshment, to inspect the progresshe
work, to draw fresh designs upon the tracing-boafd,
such were necessary, and to perform other scientifi
labors, not forgetting to consecrate his dutiessbiemn
prayer. These religious customs were faithfully -per
formed for the first six years in the secret reesssf his
lodge, and for the last year in the precincts @& thost
holy place. At length, on the very day appointed del-
ebrating the cap-stone of the building, he retiras
usual, according to our tradition, at the hour afhh
twelve,and did not return alive.

(See article "High Twelve™)

Some further particulars of the masonic legendharen in
the same book, under the article "Burial-Place."

"The burial-place," says Dr. Oliver,

of a master mason, is under the Holy of Holieshwite
following legend delineated on the monument: A wirg
weeping over a broken column, with a book open
before her. In her right hand a sprig of cassiahen left

an urn. Time standing behind her with his hands
enfolded in the ringlets of her hair. The weepinggin
denotes the unfinished state of the temple; thekdmro
column, that one of the principal supporters of onag
(H. A. B.) had fallen; the open book implies thast h
memory is recorded in every mason's heart; theg spii
cassia refers to the discovery of his remains; #msl
urn shows that his ashes have been carefully tetlec
and Time, standing behind her, implies that time,
patients, and perseverance will accomplish allgin

Dr. Oliver also, in his ninth lecture, on the "Theatic
Philosophy of Freemasonry," speaking of Hiram Agéfys:

The legend of his death it will be unnecessaryédpeat,

but there are some circumstances connected with it
which may be interesting. His illustrious consosthose
memory is dear to every true mason, was so sincerel
attached to him that, at his death, she becamensoto
able, and, refusing to be comforted, she spent the
greater part of her time in lamentation and mowgnin
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over the tomb which contained his venerated ashes.
The monument erected to his memory was particularly
splendid, having been curiously constructed of lblac

and white marble, from plans furnished by the Grand
Warden, on the purest masonic principles, and occu-
pied an honorable situation in the private garden
belonging to the royal palace.

The foregoing authorized publication of the mainct$a of
the masonic legend respecting the death of HiramffAlzon-
tains all the particulars necessary for the ilasn of our sub-
ject to unmasonic readers. To members of the figyerall the
details of the tragic tradition are of course faanjl and many
things designedly made obscure to all others wié blear to
them.

The masonic tradition respecting Hiram, it will $hube
seen, speaks of him as being the chief architectthef temple,
superintending the workmen and drawing out desidos the
construction of the temple.

The historical Hiram, mentioned in the Bible and by Jose-
phus, is a different personage from the traditiormie. That
Hiram, who was actually sent to King Solomon, haodthimg to
do with furnishing the designs of the temple. We axpressly
informed that the designs, form, and dimensions tleé temple
were all given by divine command (2 Chronicles 3J)o have
altered or modified them in the smallest particulavould
therefore have been a sin, which would have calledvn the
instant and terrible displeasure and punishment J#hovah.
Hiram is nowhere mentioned or described in the dibhs
being an architect, or even a builder. In 1 Kingd4y7 he is
described as being “filed with wisdom, and underding
and cunningto work all works in brass!"In 2 Chronicles 2:14,
thefatherof Hiram is described as

skillful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass iron,

in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and fime
linen, and in crimson; also to grave any manner of
graving.
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From this it is evident that the father of Hiramhavwas a man
of Tyre, was by profession a decorative artist aodlpture. It
is probable that Hiram followed the profession a$ Hather,
according to the custom of the times, otherwiseaiir King of
Tyre, would not have thus particularly spoken o€ tprofes-
sion of his father in describing the accomplishraeat Hiram
Abiff himself. King Hiram speaks of Hiram Abiff sipty as "a
cunning man, endued with understanding” (verse 1I®)se-
phus also mentions Hiram, and uses the followingguage
respecting him:

This man was skillful in all sorts of work, but fukief
skill lay in working in gold, silver and brasby whom
were made all themechanical workabout the temple,
according to the will of Solomon.

("Antiquities,” Book VIII, Chapter lll, 4)

Not a word about his having anything to do with thald-
ing of the temple itself. But, as if to put thisegtion of the
temple itself. But, as if to put this question test; not only
Josephus, but the Bible also, mentions just whatseh
"mechanical works" were. In 1 Kings 7, is a complést and
description of them, and of all the works done abiwe tem-
ple and for its use by Hiram. This list of the werkf Hiram is
also given in 2 Chronicles 4:11-19. The same kshlso given
by Josephus. From these authorities we learn th@mHmade
for King Solomon—

The two pillars of brass, called fachin and Boaagether
with their ornaments.

The molten sea of brass, with twelve oxen undea Myork
of great artistic beauty, but calling for the geniof a Benve-
nuto Cellini, rather than of a Sir Christopher Wren

Also, ten brazen lavers and their basesnd manypots,
shovels, flesh-hooksand other altar-furniture, to be used in
and about the sacrifices.

All of the foregoing articles were made of brightags, and
they were cast in clay molds, in the plains of dardetween
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Succoth and Zaredathak? Chronicles 4; 1 Kings 7:45-46).
Succoth means "booths,” and was so named because Jacol
built him a house there, and "made booths for higlel (Gen.
33:17). ltis fifty miles,at least, in arairline, north by east of
Jerusalem, beyond Jordan, between Peniel, nearfaitte of
the torrent Jabbok and Shechem; whiBaredathah, or
Zarthan, as it is called in Kings, is still farther northatin Suc-
coth. The words BetweenSuccoth and Zaredathah," therefore,
denotes that the place where the brass foundrigs wituated
and these castings were made, was yet farther frerasalem
than Succoth. The modern name of the torrent Jalbokady
Zurka. (See Smith'sDictionary of the Bible,and maps of the
Holy Land at the time of David and Christ.)

As the distance in amirline from Jerusalem to Succoth
was at least fifty miles, it is to be presumed tliz distance
by the traveled route was considerably more. It nbay said
that the clay only was procured at this distantcglddistant
when we consider the slow means of travel in thdags),
and that it was brought to Jerusalem, to be theex Wby the
artist in making the molds for his castings. Bu¢ thacred text
expressly says that the casting was done on tthe spo

The scene of the labors of Hiram must, thereforayeh
been considerably over fifty miles from Jerusaleon, more
than two days' journey, at the smallest calculatibwenty
miles being an ordinary day's journey in those $sinamd that
country. Smith, in hi8ible Dictionary,says fifteen.

Besides this, the making of the molds and pattefors
them would require the personal attention if nobola of
Hiram himself. The casting of large pieces, such vesre
required for the brazen sea, the lavers and thesedy and the
pillars Jachin and Boaz, which were eighteen culotsabout
thirty-two feet in height, must have demanded h@stant
care and watchful attention, (see Cellini's accooihthe cast-
ing of his bronze Perseus, "Memoirs,” vol. ii, di.)xThese
facts, taken in connection with the great numbeditbérent
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pieces of work, render it evident that Hiram musivén been
kept the greater part of his time at the distargnscof his
labors, where the clay required could alone be douh is
impossible, under the circumstances, that he cdwdde vis-
ited the temple in Jerusalem, from fifty to sixtyiles distant,
three times a day, or even once a day, during dvers years
that the temple was being built.

Besides these works in brass, we are told thatnHinaade
for Solomon of pure golden candlesticks for the oracle, with
flowers, lamps, and tongsalso bowls, snuffers, basins, and
censors, and hinges of goldor the holy place and for the
doors of the temple. All this work, it will be seeis that of a
"cunning worker in metals" and a decorative artisbne of it
that of an architect or builder.

The other decorative works done in and on the templ
proper, consisting of carvings on the walls of fegi of cheru-
bim and palm-trees, also the golden cherubim wiwgre set
up in the holy place, are not any of them includingthe list
of the works of Hiram, nor, indeed, named in theasahapter.

The mystical Hiram of the masonic tradition, we are also
told, met with a sudden death, the particulars dfictv are
known to all members of the fraternity, before #mmpletion
of the temple. Had any such accident befallen tlotuah
Hiram (leading, as we are told, to the suicidenfrgrief, of his
wife), certainly the impotence of the tragic eveand the con-
sequent delay and confusion it would naturally eausould
have led to its being recorded either in Kings dwddicles, or
both of them, but no such occurrence is anywheratioreed
in the sacred narrative, which, respecting the dmgi and
dedication of the temple, is particular and minubter does
Josephus mention any such event. This negativemt@sy is
almost conclusive, but we are not left to rely battalone, for
both in Kings and Chronicles we are directly infednthat the
historical Hiram, unlike themystical one of the masonic tradi-
tion, lived to finish all his labors. We read irChronicles 4,
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"So Hiram made an end of doing all the wdhat he had
made King Solomofor the house of the Lord."

After the temple was finished we are told that &ula
built him a house for himself, which was, like themple,
splendidly ornamented by decorations and carvingsgold,
silver, and wood. Mention is also made in Chromsclef a
magnificent ivory throne, surrounded by carved ffigguor stat-
utes of lions. The building and ornamentation ofs thouse
occupiedthirteen yearsafter the temple was finished (1 Kings
7:1). Now if Hiram was also employed by the kingdecorate
his own house, he must have lived at least thirtgesrs after
the completion of the temple. That Hiram was alsopleyed
about the "kings house" is almost a certainty; fthough the
list of his works, as given, makes no mention oé tivory
throne, the lions, or any work done for the "kingsuse,” yet
as that list professes to be a list only of the kwdone by
Hiram for the temple (see verse 40, also 2 Chresid:11), we
have no right to expect to find it including any tife other
work of the artist done for the place of SolomorheTfour-
teenth verse of the seventh chapter of 1 Kingsctiyresays
that Hiram "wrought all of King Solomon's work." §ldes this,
the seven years occupied in building the temple toed thir-
teen in building the king's house make up the whalenty
years of thecontract which Solomon had with the King of
Tyre for materials andskilled workmen, the principal among
whom was Hiram, the great artist and sculptor; @ndecomes
an almost conclusive presumption that Solomon Kept and
the other skilled workmen the whole twenty yearsrirdy
which he required their aid.

As to the nature of this contract of King Solomowmigh
Hiram, King of Tyre, see 1 Kings 5; 2 Chronicles & to its
duration being twenty years, see 1 Kings 9:10; dondephus
on both points. The proof is therefopesitive that Hiram lived
to finish all his labors in and about the templed also highly
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presumptive that he continued his labors for Kinglo8ion
thirteen years afterward.

It is also just as clearly proved by history, batdéicred and
profane, that he the chief architect of, and fured no
designs for, the temple. According to holy writetesigns for
the temple were not only furnished by God himsélfit the
whole work was directed by the inspiration of theaj Archi-
tect of the universe. If, then, thestorical Hiram was no archi-
tect, but a decorative artist and sculptor onlyd amas not
called upon to suffer a sudden death before theptimon of
the temple, it follows, therefore, that it is theystical Hiram—
representing the sun—who meets with that sad faidem the
completion of the emblematic temple, and not thael rene.
The claim that the masonic tradition is historigattue in all
respects cannot be maintained, as it is in mogtsofain fea-
tures in direct conflict with holy writ. If, howevewe consider
it in its allegorical character, as our ancientthmen no doubt
did, if we regard it in its twofold nature, as bginn part
emblematic as well as historical, as before explhinall diffi-
culties at once vanish. The entire integrity of tim@sonic tra-
dition is thus fully maintained. The whole legenat nonly
becomes the venerated depository of the most seabkstro-
nomical facts, but is illuminated by a twofold baaand truth.

The answer to the last question has of necessign ke
somewhat lengthy one. Having disposed of it, letrersew our
explanation of the astronomical allegories of thasamic tra-
dition where we left off.
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ASTRONOMICAL
ALLEGORY OF THE
DEATH AND
RESURRECTION OF
THE SUN

Q. Explain more fully in what manner the sun igisai
by an astronomical allegory to be slain.

A. According to all the ancient astronomical leggend

the sun is said to be slain by the three autumnal
months—September, October, and  November, repre-
sented as assaulting him in succession.

Q. When is the sun said to be slain?

A. Near the completion of the temple, as before
explained.

Q. Explain more fully by whom, and how the sun is
said to be slain.

A. The sun is slain by September, October, and
November, or the three autumnal sicZ, M, and x*,

ancientlyll,, x*, and Y, whom he encounters in suc-

cession in his passage around the zodiac toward the
winter solstice, or "southern gate of the zodiao*;
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called in the poetical language of the old Gredbscause at
that point the sun has reached his lowest soutbentination.
The summer sun, glowing with light and heat as he
reaches the autumnal equinox, entetsra on the 21st of Sep-
tember. All through that month, and until the 2b$tOctober,
he declines in light and heat, but emerges frbira (£)
without any serious harm from the attack of Sepwmidhe
assault of October is far more serious; and the when he
leavesthe venomous sign of th8corpion (M), on the 21st of
November, is deprived of the greater part of hisvero and
shorn of more than half his glory. He continues sy
toward the southern tropic, and in November enarsnithe
deadly dart ofSagittarius (xX*), which proves fatal, for when
the sunleavesthe third autumnal sign, on the 23rd of Decem-
ber, he lies dead at the winter solstice.

Q. Why is the third attack, or that the Novembard $o be
more fatal than that of September or October?

A. Because when the sun emerges from under the nimmi
of Sagittarius, the ruling sign of November, on tB8rd of
December, he enter€apricorn, and reaches his lowest decli-
nation. That is the shortest day of the year.

In June, at the summer solstice, the bright andiayle
days were over fifteen hours long. Now the pale sises
above the gloomy horizon of December but a littlerenthan
half as long, and his feeble rays can hardly pateetthe dark
and stormy clouds that obscure the sky. The sun meams
to be quite overcome by "the sharpness of the wirdk
death.” Amid the universal mortality that reigns time vegeta-
ble kingdom, the sun, deprived of light, heat, apdwer,
appears dead also.

Q. Does the ancient art astrologythrow any further light
upon this subject?

A. This science was much cultivated by the anciemtsler
the name of the "divine art." According to the teags of
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astrology, Capricorn was the "house of Saturn," st evil

and wicked in his influence of all the planets. Hecalled the
"great infortune,” and all that part of the zodiadthin the

signs of Capricornus and Aquarius was under his iiom

Saturn was also known a&onos, or Time, which destroys all
things; and, in the poetical and allegorical largguaf mythol-
ogy, devours even his own children. The figure atug with

his scythe is to this day an emblem of decay amathdeThe
sun, therefore, when he entered Capricorn, passéul the

house and under the dominion of Saturn, or Death.

Q. After the sun is slain, what in allegorical laage, is said
to become of the body?

A. It is carried a westerly course, at night, by tihree wintry
signs.

Q. Why so?

A. Because, as the sun continues his course inztidéac, he
appears to be carried west by the wintry signss ®eems to
be done at night, because the sun then being ldwjsihis
change of position is only discovered by the statsch pre-
cede his rise at daybreak.

Q. What disposition is finally made of the body?

A. As it seemingly buried beneath the withered téruand
flowers—the "rubbish” of the dead vegetation of swn—in
the midst of which, however, yet blooms the hamlergreen,
emblematic of the vernal equinox, giving a sureetokhat the
sun will yet arise from the cold embrace of wingerd regain
all his former power and glory.

Q. What follows?

A. According to the Egyptian sacred legend of theatd of
OsIRrIS, the goddess Isis ransacks the whole four quartetheo
earth in search of his body, which she finally disars indi-
rectly by the aid of a certain plant or shruénd causes it to be
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regularly buried, with sacred rites and great horrcording
to the legend of Hiram, it was twelve fellow-craftemblemat-
ically representing the three eastern, three westehree
norther, and three southern signs of the zodiac—wiede
the search of the body. It was somewhere amongtiedve
constellations that the lost sun was certainlyaddund.

Q. By whom was the body found?

A. By Aries (Y"), one of the three western signs, typical of
those who pursued a westerly course. In going ftbm win-

ter solstice to the vernal equinox, we of necespagsAquar-

ius (%), the Waterman, who was also known as a fisherman
and a seafaring man.

Q. Where was the body found?

A. At the vernal equinox, typical of the "brown af hill." As
we pass from the winter solstice @apricorn to the vernal
equinox, we are constantly climbing upward; thisinpois
therefore emblematic of the brow of a hill, and réhealso
blooms the evergreen, typical of the approachingngpand
return of nature to life.
The following is a poetical version of the foregpiportion

of the solar allegory:

A Masonic Allegory
Part | — The Death of the Sun.

WHEN down the zodiacal arch

95 The summer sun resumes his march,
Descending from the summit high
With eager step he hastens by

& The "lordly lion" of July
And clasps the virgin in his arms.

Through all the golden August days
The sun the ardent lover plays,

h A captive to her dazzling charms.
But when the harvest time is o'er,
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When they gathered grapes perfume the air
And ruddy wine begins to pour,

The god resumes his way once more;

And, weeping in her wild despair,

He leaves the royal virgin there.

What cares he now for Virgo's woes,

As down the starry path he goes

With scornful step, until, at last,

The equinoctial gate is passed?

Two misty columns black with storms,
While overhead there hangs between
A lurid thunder cloud, which forms
The frowning archway of the gate—
£ The gloomy equinoctial gate,

An evil place for travelers late,

Where enviousibra lurks unseen;
And near the portal lies in wait
Septembefjlled with deadly hate.

With stately step the god draws nigh,
Yet, such is his majestic mien,

That whether he shall strike or fly,

The trembling ruffian hardly knows,

As Phoebus through the gateway goes.

But, as the shining form came near,
The wretch's hate subdued his fear,
And, nerving up his arm at length,
He aimed a blow with all his strength
Full at the god as he went by.

In anger Phoebus turned his head—
Away the trembling coward fled.

The god, though smarting with the blow,
Disdains to follow up his foe;

And down the zodiacal path

Pursues his gloomy way in wrath.

Still blacker turn the autumn skies,
And redAntares.evil star,
Points out the place, more fatal far,
Where fellOctoberambushed lies.
The SN, as if he scorned his foes,
M, In pride and glory onward goes.
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Not he from deadlgcorpioflies,

Nor pauses he, nor backward turns,
Though redder yeAntaresburns,

And darker yet his pathway grows.

MeanwhileOctober,from his lair,

On Phoebus rushes unaware,

His murderous purpose now confessed,
And smites the sun-god in the breast.

A ghastly wound the villain makes—
With horrid joy his weapon shakes;

And, as he sees the god depart,

His hand upon his bosom pressed,
Believes the blow has reached the heart.

Along his way the sun-god goes,

Unmindful where the path may lead,

While from his breast the life-blood flows.
The clouds around him gather now,

The crown of light fades from his brow.

X" And soon, advancing 'mid the night,

TheArcheron his pallid steed,

With bended bow, appears in sight.
Novemberbolder than the rest,

Hides not behind the gloomy west;

But, striding right across the path,

Defies the god and scorns his wrath;

And, raising high his frowning crest,

These haughty words to him addressed:

"SeptembeandOctober,both,

You have escaped and still survive;

But | have sworn a deadly oath,

By me you cannot pass alive.

That which | promise | perform.

For | am he who, 'mid the storm,

Rides on the pallid horse of death."”

While even thus the spectre spoke,
He drew his arrow to the head—
The god received the fatal stroke,
And at theArcher'sfeet fell dead.

Soon as the sun's expiring breath
Had vanished in the ether dim,
Y% Decembercame and looked on him;
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And looking, not a word he saith,
But o'er the dead doth gently throw
A spangled winding sheet of snow.

And when the winding sheet was placed,
22 Comes evilanusdouble-faced,
A monster like those seen in sleep.

An old "seafaring man'ls he,
As many others understand,
Who carries water from the deep
And pours it out upon the land.

Now Februarynext appears,
With frozen locks and icy tears,
A specter cruel, cold, and dumb,
From polar regions newly come.
Thesethreeby turns the body bear
At night along the west, to where
A flickering gleam above the snows
A dim electric radiance throws,
A nebular magnetic light,
Which, flashing upward through the night,
Reveals theernal equinox,
And him whose potent spell unlocks
The gates of spring.

An evergreen
Close by this spot is blooming seen.
'Tis there they halt amid the snow—
Unlawful 'tis to go farther go—
And, having left their burden there,
They vanish in the midnight air.

Yet on this very night next year
Will this sameevil threeappear,
And bring along amid the gloom
Another body for the tomb.

But still theevergreershall wave
Above the dark and dismal grave,
For ever there a token sure

That, long as Nature shall endure,
Despite of all the wicked powers
That rule the wintry midnight hours,
The sun shall from the grave arise,
And tread again the summer skies.
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The foregoing allegory may be fully illustrated liye fig-
ure of the zodiac on page 92. Place the image efsiin—
which is on the white circle—at the summer solstiteen turn
the circle slowly around toward the autumnal equjnso that
the image of the sun will pass successivel'Ss, &), 1y, £,

M., ¥, and so on until the vernal equinox is reached.

The Raising of Osiris, an Allegory of the
Resurrection of the Sun

Q. By what means and by whom was the sun released f
the grave of winter, and finally restored to lifedgoower?

A. By the vernal signsTaurus (%) and Gemini (II), and the
first summer oneCancer ($9), aided by the second onkgo
(&); or, in other words, by April, May, and June,exidoy July.

Q. Explain this more fully.

A. When the sun arrives at theernal equinox,he first gives
unequivocal tokens of a return to life and powaer. April he

entersTaurus (¥¥), and in MayGemini (II). During these two
months he greatly revives in light and heat, anel days rap-
idly lengthen. The sun, however, does not attagn shmmit of
the zodiacal arch until theummer solsticein June, when he
enters Cancer29), the first summer sign and third from

the vernal equinox. Nor does he regain all of hergy and
power until he enters Led) in July.

On the 21st of June, when the sun arrives at tmemsar
solstice, the constellatiobec—being but 30° in advance of the
sun—appears to be leading the way and to aid bypbiger-
ful paw in lifting the sun up to the summit of tlmddiacal
arch. April and May are therefore said to fail hreit attempt to
raise the sun; June alone succeeds by the alce@fWhen, at
a more remote period, the summer solstice imakeo, and the
sun actually entered the stars of that constellatias more
intimate, and the allegory still more perfect.
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ASTRO-
MASONIC
EMBLEM ----
SUN IN LEO

This visible connection between the constellationeo and
the return of the sun to his place of power andrygloat the
summit of the Royal Arch of heaven, was the priatipeason
why that constellation was held in such high esteand rev-
erence by the ancients. The astrologers distingdisheo as
the "sole house of the sun,” and taught that theldwaas cre-
ated when the sun was in that sign.

The lion was adored in the East and the West by the
Egyptians and the Mexicans. The chief Druid of &nt
was styled a lion. The national banner of the ancie
Persians bore the device of the sun in Leo. A lion

couchant with the sun rising at his back was souduot
on their palaces.

("Signs and Symbols" of Dr. Oliver, who seems, how-
ever, to have entirely overlooked the true reason f
this widespread adoration of the lion.)

The ancient device of the Persians is an astrormmadle-

gory. It might well be adopted as an astro-masoamblem by
us.

After the sun leaves Leo, the days begin to grovequivo-
cally shorter as the sun declines toward the audlimequinox,
to be again slain by thtreeautumnal months, lie dead
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through thethree winter ones, and be raised again by the
three vernal ones. Each year the great tragedy is regeatad
the glorious resurrection takes place.

Thus, as long as this allegory is remembered, &aslihg
truths of astronomy will be perpetuated, and thblisie doc-
trine of the immortal nature of man, and other gmearal les-
sons they are thus made to teach, will be illusttatand
preserved.

The diagram on page 92 is intended, by a figurethef
zodiac, to illustrate the yearly progress of then smong the
twelve signs, with especial reference to the alggof his
death and return to life, as explained in the piiExe pages.
In this figure of the zodiac the vernal equinox represented
as being somewhere between the constellatidmes and
Taurus, and the summer solstice between Cancer and Leo.
Such was the case at the period of the building Koig
Solomon's temple, and for a long period before;toaty, the
farther back we go in time, the nearer Leo will thethe sum-
mer solstice, in consequence of the precessionhef dqui-
noxes, as has been explained in a preceding chapter

In order to fully illustrate the allegory by meaos the dia-
gram, bring the image of the sun, on théite circle, to the
summer solstice, immediately under the key-stome] #&gure
of the personified sun-god, at the top of tey circle; then
slowly turn the white circle toward the autumnal equinox, so
that the image of the sun in thehite circle will pass succes-
sively by the constellations frorheo to the winter solstice at
the bottom of the grey circle. This closes thetfpart of the
allegory. Continue to turn the white circle untihet vernal
equinox is reached, and then on through Taurus, iem@nd
Cancer ¥, II, and 29), until the point of the sun's exaltation
is once more attained. This will give a correct resgntation
of the annual passage of the sun among the twetyes of
the zodiac as it actually appears in nature, ars dlustrate
the whole course of the solar allegory.
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The following is a poetic version of the second jpdthe
solar allegory:

A Masonic Allegory
Part Il — The Resurrection of the Sun

IN silence with averted head

by night the'evil three" haveled.
And cold and stiff the body lies
Beneath the gloomy winter skies.

Yet, had you been a watcher there.
That dismal night beside the dead.
Had you that night been kneeling there,
Beside the dead in tears and prayer.
You might have seen, amid the air,

A flickering, dim, auroral light,
Which hovered on the midnight air,
And, seeing in the gloomy sky

This mystic strange, celestial light
Contending with the powers of night.
You might have taken hope thereby.

There was, alas! no watcher there

To mark this radiance in the air.

To gaze with ernest, tearful eye

Upon this radiance in the sky.

There was no watcher there, alas!

To ask in anxious whispers low,

"Will not this light still brighter grow,

Or will it from the heavens pass

And leave me plunged in deeper gloom
Beside this cold and lonely tomb?"

Meanwhile the light increased—although
Beside the grave no mourner stood
Amid the lonesome solitude—

And as with tints of blue and gold,

And flashes of prismatic flame,

It lighted up the midnight cold,

Along the plain in beauty came

A shining and majestic form,
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And as it came the winter's storm,

As if abashed, its fury checked.

No more above and round the path,
Beneath the wind's tempestuous wrath,
The snowy billows heave and toss;

A sacred calm as he draws nigh
Pervades at once the earth and sky.
His robe was blue, its borders decked
With evergreen and scarlet moss;

His hands upon each other rest,

Due north and south, due east and west;
The open palms together pressed

As if engaged in silent prayer.

He thus had formed with pious care
The holy symbol of the cross.

A lamb doth close beside him go,
Whose whiter fleece rebukes the snow:
These things sufficiently proclaim

His mystic office and his name.

Beside the grave he comes and stands,
Still praying there with folded hands;
And, while he prays, see drawing near
Another shining form appear,

His right hand on his bosom pressed,
As if by bitter grief distressed,

The other pointing to the skies,

And, as he weeps, each radiant tear,
That from his sad and earnest eyes
Falls on the earth, is transformed there
To violets blue and blossoms fair,

That sweetly perfume all the dir.

A third one now appears in sight,
Arrayed in royal robes of light,

A "lordly lion" walks in pride.

More glorious far; and at his side

And he who came in glory last
Between the others gently passed,

! Ebers, the German Egyptologist, informs us thatEyptians believed
the tears of the immortals had this creative power.
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And, looking down upon the dead,
With level, open palms outspread,
A holy benediction said.

This done, thdirst one, by command,

The dead god taketh by the hand:

At once through all the body flies

The same warm flush that marks the skies.
The shrunken features, cold and white,

A moment shine with life and light.

A moment only—'tis in vain:

Unconquered Death resumes his reign.

So doth a solitary wave

Leap up amid the lonely night,

And catch a gleam of life and light,

And then sink helpless in its grave.

To raise the god the first thus failed—
The powers of darkness yet prevailed;
So to theseconche gives place,

Who, like the first one, by command,
The sun-god taketh by the hand,

And, looking downward in his face
With pleading voice and earnest eyes,
On Phoebus calls and bids him rise.
Though at his touch the blood unbound.
With rapid current red and warm

Runs swiftly through the prostrate form,
Yet silent on the frozen ground

The god lies in a trance profound,
Devoid of motion, deaf to sound.

Alas! alas! what doth remain?

Shall death and darkness ever reign,
And night eternal hide the day?
Then said thé¢hird one,"Let us pray."
And full of faith and strong intent,
His prayer to IH. VAH. upward went.
"Amen"wassaid—'so mote it be!"
And then the last one of the three
Arose and stretching forth his hand,
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Calls on the dead, amives command
In IH. VAH.'S name to rise and stand.

Then up rose Phoebus in his pride,

With the "lordly lion" by his side,

And earth and sky with his glory shone
As again he sat on his golden throne.
For the voice of God is nature's law,

And strong was the grip of the lion's paw.

97



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

Appendix to Part Second

THE LION'S
PAW ----
ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN
DRAWING

Since Part | of this work was written, | find ineth'Masonic
Newspaper,” of March 6, 1880, the above emblemaliawing,
concerning which Brother Wiliam S. Paterson (thisecond
degree) says:

This emblem was found in the sarcophagus of one of
the great kings of Egypt, entombed in the pyramid
erected to his everlasting remembrance. It brings t
mind the representation of the king's inductionoint
those greater Mysteries of Osiris, held to be tighdst
aim of the wise and devout Egyptian.

Brother Peterson also says in the same article that

the Hebrews were probably instructed in the legehd
Osiris, and afterward changed the whole to accorth w
the wonderful and wise Solomon and his master-
architect Hiram[;]
and adds that "the discoveries now going on in Egypay
lead to the key of these mysteries." Brother Psdter makes
no attempt to explain the hidden meaning of thisciem
Egyptian emblem; but, if the theory advanced is thork is
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correct, the reader will have no great difficulty understand-
ing it, for the same astronomical key which unlodke hid-
den allegory of the legend of Osiris and of Hiranil valso
fully explain this ancient emblem, while the fadtat this
emblem so graphically and perfectly illustrates @stronomi-
cal solution of the legend is strong corroborat®of of its
correctness.

The emblem may be thus explained: the form thas lie
dead before the altar is that of Osiris, the pefsahsun-god,
whom the candidate represents in the drama of afiati,
lying dead at the winter solstice. The cross upas breast
refers to the great celestial cross, or intersactb the celestial
equator by the ecliptic. The figure of the lion gpmg the
dead sun-god by the hand alludes to the consteildteo and
the summer solstice, at which point the sun isedhiso life
and glory, as has been just explained in the aflegb the res-
urrection of the sun, and denotes that the carglidatabout to
be raised from a symbolical death to life and povgr the
grip of the lion's paw. This is made clearly masiférom the
fact that the lion holds in his other paw the anti&gyptian
symbol of eternal life, or th€ruz Ansataa full description of
which and its true meaning are given in Part Thsde page
210). The tablet at the feet of the candidate Imasribed upon
it in hieroglyphics the sacred names Anon and of Mat, the
wife of Amon Ra,and probably that of the royal candidate.
The figure erect at the altar is that of the Gratfierophant,
attired as Isis, with the vacant throne upon heaxdheemblem-
atic of the departed sun-God. She has her hanédrais an
attitude of command, her hand forming a right andjler eyes
are fixed upon the emblematic lion as she gives digm of
command that the candidate be raised from death daréd-
ness to light and life.

The objects on the altar are two of those pecslaped
glass jars, with pointed bases, in which wine waptk(See
Wilkinson's "Egyptians of the Time of the Pharaopatye 86,
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woodcut 62), and which, the same author says, Yawaad
their place on the altar of the gods" (page 13)e Emblem
placed between the votive jars of wine is more otesclt may
be the thyrsus, but is more probably a floral offering. (See
"Ancient Egyptians,” vol. i, woodcut 260, No. 5.Jh&re can be
no doubt but that the whole device is a symboligigture of
the initiation of some important person into the dWyies, not
of Osiris, however, as Brother Paterson thinks, bitlsis,
who, represented by the Grand Hierophant, standsndbethe
altar, giving the command to raise from death ®siwho lies
before it. This ancient Egyptian drawing is a stroand star-
tling testimony of the entire correctness of thdrcmomical
solution of the legend of Osiris and that of Hiraas, given in
the foregoing pages. It is indeed, almost impossitd make
an emblematic drawing which would be in more pédrfbar-
mony with it.

The Judgment of the Dead

As the judgment of the dead, or Judgment Arhenti,
formed a part of the Mysteries of Isis, it should properly
mentioned in that connection. Although this cereynonas
part of the Mysteries, yet it was well known to, als it was
founded upon the peculiar funeral rites of the Hgys. From
this judgment in this world no Egyptian was exempb, mat-
ter how exalted his position; and upon this trigpended the
right to an honorable burial. All whom the deceagmetson
had wronged, and all who knew of his evil deedsrewper-
mitted to testify over his dead body, while hisefris and kin-
dred loudly proclaimed his virtues. The decisioloiwed the
weight of the evidence; and even a king who had dethad
and wicked life might be excluded from burial ins dwn sep-
ulchre. And the "assessors" at the funeral werewall to pro-
nounce a condemnation, which all agreed would also
received in a future state. This trial of the deadthis world
was typical of the judgment of Amenti, where Ospissided
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in the invisible world, and which the devout Egwggotibelieved
took place there at the same time.

From this peculiar custom of the Egyptians arospad of
the ceremonies of initiation into the MysteriesIsis; for, as in
initiation, the candidate died symbolically, so calke under-
went the Judgment of the dead, to ascertain if las worthy
to receive the higher and more important secrets, bbing
raised and brought to light, typical of the adnussiof the
good into the "mansions of the blessed.” The lasgginent is
one of the principal subjects found depicted upoa walls of
tombs and in the "Book of the Dead,” sometimes rrefg to
the actual trial, at others to its representati@ss enacted in
the Mysteries. This judgment of the dead was pacuid the
national customs and funeral rites of the Egyptiaansd does
not appear to have prevailed in other countrieswds there-
fore naturally discontinued as a part of the Mysterwhen
they were introduced into other countries other emmThe
Greeks, however, introduced it into their mytholege
Greek Themis being derived from the Egyptidimemei, or
goddess of Justice; while Minos amhad-amanthusthe Gre-
cian judges of the dead in Hades, show their cdroreavith
Amenti, the Egyptian Hades, or region of darknédse trans-
port of the body over the sacred lake in theris, or boat, in
the funeral procession of the Egyptians, in likenm&, gave
rise to the Acherusian lake, the ferryboat of Charand the
passage of the Styx, in the Grecian mythology. &her noth-
ing in the ancient masonic degrees in the leastogoas to
the Judgment of Amenti, that portion of the Myseriof Isis
not having been adopted into the Mysteries as caieth in
other lands and at later age.

The following representation of the scene, takemmfrthe
"Book of the Dead,"” will, however be interesting @b readers,
and members of the fraternity will not fail to reoize in it
certain masonic features which we may not partizda The
figure seated on the throne of Osiris, or judgthefdead; he
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Bunin

Hin s

THE JUDGMENT OF AMENTI

holds the flail and crook, emblems of majesty armmmuhion.
The deeds of the deceased, or of the candidatdjet/dby a
vase containing his heart, are being weighed in dbales of
justice by Anubis and Horus against an ostrichHegtemblem
of truth, in the opposite scale. The ostrich-fegthas the
emblem of truth, is thus depicted in the hieroglgph Thoth
(Hermes, Mercury, or the Divine Intellect) presetite result
to Osiris. Close by is Cerberus, guardian of théegaBelow
the candidate is such attended by the goddesdesithf and

EMBLEM OF TRUTH

Justice; the goddess of Truth holds in her handetinblem of
eternal life, and both wear upon their hands theblem of
truth. Close to Osiris is seen thigyrsusbound with a fillet, to
which the spotted skin of a leopard is suspendeédis Ithe
same that the high-priest, clad in the leopard-stiass, car-
ries in the processions, and which gave rise to rnideris and
thyrsus of Bacchus, to whom Osiris corresponds in Greek
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mythology (Wilkinson). The lotus-flower, the emblemf a
new birth, is represented just before ttigrsus. If on being
tried, the candidate is rejected, having been "heg and
found wanting,” Osiris inclines his scepter in tokef con-
demnation. If, on the contrary, when the sum of de®ds has
been recorded, his virtues so far preponderateo aantitle him
to admission, Horus, taking in his hand the taldétThoth,
introduces him to the presence of Osiris. In thdiaition,
those who represented Thoth, Anubis, and Horus vsym-
bolical masks, as represented in the drawing. (Keedrick,
Wilkinson, and also Arnold's "Philosophical Histoof Secret
Societies," from which last work the above drawisitaken.)
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Chapter 7

ASTRONOMICAL
EXPLANATIONS

OF THEEMBLEMS SYMBOLS AND
LEGENDS OF THEMYSTERLES
BOTHANCLENT ANDMODERN
AND THE LOST MEANLNG OF
MANY OFTHEM RESTORED

HAVING EXPLAINED the solar allegory  which
is embodied in the legend of Hiram, as well as #war
symbolism attaching to the officers of the lodgdeit
several "stations” and duties, and the "lights, ecmg,
and supports of the lodge,” it now remains to s
the various emblems and other legends of freemgsonr
If it can be shown that all of them (which are all a
ancient) have also a solar and astronomical alsion
perfect harmony with each other and with the main
central legend which they are intended to illustrathe
fact that the whole system is founded on an asimdno
cal allegory will be irresistibly forced upon us. hd&
various emblems, symbols, and legends dependent or
that of Hiram, and intended to illustrate it, willhere-
fore next claim attention. In this examination theame
method of question and answer will be pursued, as
being best adapted to the object in view:
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Q. Have all the ancient signs, symbols, emblems, lagends
of the Mysteries, both ancient and modern, an astri-
cal allusion?

A. They have. As the whole system has an anciemnorasni-
cal foundation, it could not be otherwise.

Q. Has the astronomical allusion of many of the lemis,
symbols and legends been lost?

A, It has; as to some, entirely, and as to otherspart. The
allusion is, however, so perfect in most casest thanay be
restored by the use of the key already furnishedht® main
central allegory, to which they are all harmoniguslated.

The Seven Stars

Q. To what does the masonic emblem of the severs sta
allude?

A. To the Pleiades,or seven stars iTaurus. These stars are
called by the Roman¥ergilioe, or Virgins of Spring. The con-
stellation Taurus was anciently at the vernal equinox, and the
year formerly then began. Thus Virgil, referring & remoter
age, in the "Georgics," Book | says:

"Candidus auratis aperit cum
Cornibus annum taurus."

"When the bright bull with
gilded horns opens the year."

Job speaks of the Pleiades, also, as exerting &etsimflu-
ence," expressive of the balmy air of spring whatcompa-
nies the approach of the sun to the constellatianrds and
the "seven stars." This masonic emblem, therefoas, a direct
allusion to the vernal equinox, and thus becomebeautiful
symbol of immortality, reminding us, also, of thstiarry home
beyond the grave to which the soul of man aspitesvas for
these reasons that, of all the "hosts of heavem" Rleiades
were selected as an emblem by our ancient brethren.
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The Ladder of Seven Rounds
Q. What is the true meaning of this ancient emblem?

A. The ladder of seven rounds, says the LondonetReson's
Magazine," has been a symbol in many ages and resint

Among the ancients every round was considered to be
represented by a metal increasing in purity, from t
lowest to the highest, and these were again clesract
ized by the names of the seven planets as folldws:
first round is the lowest; therefore they will refadm

the bottom to the top:

Gold — the Sun;
Silver — the Moon;
Iron — Mars;
Tin—Jupiter;

Quicksilver — Mercury;,
Copper — Venus;
Lead — Saturn.

This planetary signification given to the seven nada of
the ladder, as stated by the writer of the aboseini perfect
harmony with the religious ideas of the ancientsowhor-
shipped the sun and planets, and the several dtiagdeg-
ends which they founded upon the facts of astrooaimi
science.

Near the site of ancient Babylon are the ruins he&f great
Temple of the Seven Spheres, which for a long timas
thought to identical with the great Temple BElus, described
by Herodotus, situated in Babylon, and which it selg,
though not exactly resembles. The builder of thesngle is
unknown, and the date of its original structurealso uncer-
tain. It was, however, restored and carefully rered by
Nebuchadnezzar, whose name is still legible on ktheks and
cylinders deposited at the angles. The account lwthie royal
restorer gives of his work has been likewise foumd the
inscriptions among the ruins. The following part&es as to
this great temple, which is a type of the plan elngracter of

PNw,POOION
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all the Babylonian sacred buildings, is taken frétawlinson's
Appendix to Book Il of Herodotus. The ruins werar&fully
and completely explored by Sir H. Rawlinson himskiit a
few years ago. Like the great Temple of Belus abyBm, as
described by Herodotus, the Temple of the Severeigphwas

a building of seven receding stageét the top of the seventh
stage was placed thark, or tabernacle, which seems to have
been fifteen feet high. The ornamentation of théddmng was
almost solely by color.

The seven stages were colored so as to represent th
seven planetary spheres;cording to the tints regarded
by the Sabaens as appropriate to the seven luesnari
the basement being black, the hue assigned torSatur
the next an orange, the hue of Jupiter; the thindight

red, the hue of Mars; the fourth a golden hue ef th
Sun; the fifth a pale yellow, the hue of Venus; $heh
dark blue, the hue of Mercury; the seventh siltiee,

hue of the Moon.

From the fact that the seven stages by which timenst of
the temple was reached were thus dedicated to #wens
planets, it is evident that the symbolism of theesesteps of
the ladder, and the seven ascending stages ofethpld is the
same. Theorder in which the planets are arranged is, how-
ever, not exactly the same as that of the steptheofladder as
given by the "Freemasons' Magazine" of London. Taier
seems to be founded mostly on the supposed ordethef
metals as to purity. That the order of the planats,applied to
the seven stages of the temple, is the most coasmirding to
the ancient symbolism of the Babylonians and otBeiental
nations, can not be doubted, for the ruins of theple itself
place that beyond question. It is also equally evid from the
description of Herodotus, that the symbolism of theven
stages of the Temple of the Seven Spheres is tme s& that
of the great Temple of Belus itself at Babylon. Qofethe prin-
cipal emblems of the ancient Mysteries, both of sRerand
India, was a ladder of seven rounds or steps,tandy be
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traced back to the very builders of those temples. attempt-
ing to ascertain the true meaning of this embleng must not
forget that the Babylonians and the Sabaens wereshippers
of the planets. It is also equally important to eenber that
they were adepts in astronomy, and believed in andcticed
astrology. This is evident from sacred history. Wead in
Daniel ii that Nebuchadnezzar (the same who rebudlt
restored this very Temple of the Seven Spheres) tvasbled
by a dream, which he commanded "the magiciaihg astrolo-
gers, and the sorcerersand the Chaldeans,to interpret for
him." (See also v. 7, and many other passagesrigtGe.)

The Chaldeans were a branch of the great Hamite rac
of Ak Kad, which inhabited Babylonia from the earliest
times. With them originated the art of writing, thaild-

ing of cities, the institution of religious systemthe
cultivation of all science, but that oéstronomy in
particular. (H. C. Rawlinson)

The sciences of astronomy and astrology will, tfgee no
doubt furnish the key to the symbolism of not ortlye seven
stage of the temple, but the seven rounds of tlielela also. In
truth, the reference in both to the seven planagite us ear-
nestly in that direction.

The sun on the 21st of December is at his lowesnt pof
declination below the equator, and the days are tagkest
and the nights the longest, while all nature liesad] locked in
the arms of winter. On the 21st of March the suaches the
vernal equinox. Spring begins, and nature revivesmf the
death of winter. On the 21st of June the sun readie sum-
mer solstice, when the days are the longest, amd sim seems
for the first time to have regained all his formpower and
glory. Now, it will be observed, by looking at angelestial
globe, that the progress of the sun from ldsvest toits highest
declination is divided into seven equal parts bye tlseven
signs of the zodiac, through which he passes, orwhich he
is, while mounting upward from the winter to thersner sol-
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stice. The sun, starting irCapricornus, passes successively
through Aquarius, Pisces, Aries, Tauruand Gemini, until he
reaches the summer solstice, or summit of the zabiarch,
on the 21st of June. If the reader will take theulde to trace
this ascending path of the sun along the eclipicaocelestial
globe, its symbolical significance will be impresdy illus-
trated. It must, however, be remembered that thetewiand
summer solstice were anciently quarius and Leo, and not
in Capricornus and Cancer, as they now are, owing to the
precession of the equinoxes.

The Hindu astronomer, Varaha, says, "Certainly sbeath-
ern solstice was once in the middle Asleha (Leo),and the
northern in Dhanishta (Aquarius)." Modern astronomers all
declare the same thing. A study of the variousoasinical
myths of antiquity shows that the most of them ioated
when the summer solstice was either in Leo or betwkeo
and Cancer. In the days, therefore, when planetaoyship
had its rise, the sun, in his passage from theewitd the sum-
mer solstice, started imAquarius and ascended successively
through the signsPisces, Aries, Taurus, Gemimand Cancer,
30° each, and entereldeo at the summit of the zodiacal arch
on the 21st of June. These seven signs are thersfonbolical
of seven ascending stages or steps, and, accotdirtbe sci-
ence of astrology, these seven signs, followingheather in
this exact order, are the houses of the seven tglafvehich
they rule and signify) in exactly this order: Saturupiter,
Mars, Venus, Mercury, the Moon, and the Sun.

But by a strange correspondence this is the exat#ran
which the planets are arranged as ruling the seasmending
stages of the Temple of the Seven Spheres, with dng
exception. The moon, whose houseQancer, and which sign
she rules (according to astrology), is at the tdpth® seven
stages, while the sun is placed in the center, dmtwMars
and Venus, who rule the vernal signs Aries and daurhis is,
however, in perfect harmony with the ancient altggabove
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given, for anciently the vernal equinox was betwdéeies and
Taurus, the summer solstice being betwekro and Cancer.
The base of the temple, therefore, symbolized tlvgew sol-
stice—the appropriate color of which was black, #@sdsignif-
icator Saturnor Time, which destroys all things. It referred to
the sun at his lowest point of declination, and mviMature is
desolate and dead.

The central stage, ruled by the sigkries and Taurus,
between which the sun was emblematically repredehie his
color, was typical of that luminary raised to lifgain at the
vernal equinox, when the sun entered those signstha
spring. The seventh stage, or summit of the tempées in like
manner typical of the summer solstice, ancientlfwben
Cancerand Leo. Cancer isruled by the moon, andeo is the
sole house of the sun (according to the teachiragtwblogy).

The top and last stage was therefore representede tof
the color of the moon, denoting that the sun wasv no
approaching the highest point of his journey, andswabout
to be exalted to the summit of the zodiacal ardme Tolors, as
given by Herodotus, are also in exact harmony with sci-
ence of astrology, and so also is the rule of tbeels metals
by their respective planets, as given by the "Fesams' Mag-
azine" (see Ptolemy, Placidus, Lilly, and Zadkié@&ammar of
Astrology,” for the teachings of astrology on thexents; also,
as to the houses of the planets and their rule). shtauld be
pleased to follow this subject still further, butoeigh has been
said to show the close connection between gbeen ascend-
ing stagesof the great Temple of Belus and the Temple of the
Seven Spheres at Babylon, with the emblem of [Hugler of
seven stepss exhibited in the Persian Mysteries, and, indeed,
all of the Oriental Mysteries. Nor can there be Mmuoubt of
the fact that our masonic emblem was adopted frowset
ancient sources, while it is equally certain thag explanation
which refers it to "the ladder Jacob saw in hisions'
although beautiful, is the invention of Prestonpo$3; or some
112



Chapter7. Astronomical Explanations

other recent writer, who had no idea of its trueameg or
ancient origin.

The Masonic Ladder of Three Rounds

Q. What is the signification of the ladder of threminds, and
why is it represented as leading up to the "seuars$ or
Pleiades?

A. This emblem is clearly but a modification of thedder of
the Mysteries, consisting, as we have seen, ofnsesands—
and is of the same general astronomical meaning 3imn,
when ascending from the winter solstice to the akerequi-
nox, the constellation Taurusy), and the Pleiades, or seven
stars, situated therein, passes successively throlige signs
of the zodiac, to wit, Aquariusy), Pisces X), and Aries Y).

THE MASONIC
LADDER OF
THREE ROUNDS

These three signs are therefore emblematicallyesgmted by
a ladder of three principal rounds, by means ofctvhihe sun
climbs up from the point of his lowest southern lohetion to
the vernal equinox and the "seven stars" in Taufiee fore-
going is the emblem of the masonic ladder as géperepre-
sented (see Monitors).

The diagram following will show how perfectly thexpa-
nation of its meaning, as given above, agrees wlitlthe facts
of astronomy, and how significant and beautiful g#rablem is
when thus considered.
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The Zodiacal Ladder

The emblematic meaning now attached to the maslawaic
der, which refers it to the one "Jacob saw in hgon," is nei-
ther lost nor sacrificed, even if we admit the faiole origin of
the emblem in that of the ancient mysteries. Itssylism is,
however, thus made more extended and impressivethab
we gain rather than lose by so referring it.

++F
+ 7+ Pleiades

THE ‘6 VERNAL
ZODIACAL a/ EQUINOX
LADDER

Winter Solstice

The initiation into all the ancient mysteries, itillwbe
remembered, was arama founded upon the astronomical
allegory of the death and resurrection of the sangd was
intended to, and did, impress upon the mind of ¢hadidate,
in the strongest manner possible, the two greatrides of
the unity of God and the immortality of man.

These are today the two great fundamental pringipé
Freemasonry, and are illustrated and taught innalasi man-
ner in the ritual of the third degree.

The solar allegory and emblems of the ancient mgste
have, however, a twofold meaning:

1. Being founded, as before stated, on the paseégee
sun among the twelve constellations of the zodiais—dver-
throw by the three autumnal months, his returnite &t the
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vernal equinox, and his exaltation at the summdstise—
they therefore taught and illustrated all the lagdprinciples
of astronomy, and thus had an importanientific value to the
initiated.

2. By personifying the sun, and requiring the cdathk to
represent him, the whole solar phenomena were gadiln
an allegorical manner, and became symbolical of uhiy of
God and the immortality of the soul. The laddertlod Myster-
ies, being but an emblem intended to illustrate nh&in solar
allegory, had the same two-fold symbolism.

When fully explained to the initiated, it fixed upothe
mind certain great facts in astronomical scientetatight the
order and position of the signs of the zodiac; #iseent of the
sun from the point of his lowest declination belthe equator
to that of his highest above it, by seven equatgmted steps.
It also taught the duration and order of the semstme length
of the solar year, and many other particulars o treatest
importance to agriculture, as well as to scienced art
generally.

The emblem, viewed in an allegorical sense, alsghi
by solar analogy, the unity of God and the life reasting. The
ladder in this sense was the emblem of the asceatheaven
from the lower hemisphere—the underworld of darknes
winter, and death. This mystic ladder leads to tlseven
stars,” orPleiades, shining in the constellatiodaurus, at the
golden gates of spring. It mounted still onward ammvard, to
the summit of the Royal Arch of heaven, thus emiblgrally
teaching us that by the ladder of virtue the sduman will at
last pierce the "cloudy canopy,” and mount to thghdést cir-
cle of "the starry-decked heavens,"” to dwell foreredrium-
phant over death and the grave.

It will thus be seen that our masonic emblem lasese of
its significance by its probable origin in the aswmical sym-
bolism of the ancient mysteries, but, on the coptiaas given
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it a much more extended and beautiful significatidoeing
clothed with a scientific as well as a moral megnin

Faith, Hope, and Charity

Q. Why may the three principal rounds of this ladae also
said to emblematically represent "faith, hope, eimakity?"

A. When the sun has reached his lowest southerfindgon,
and begins to ascend toward the vernal equinox, haee
nothing but faith in the goodness of God and the immutability
of the laws of nature to sustain our belief thag¢ tun will
once more "unlock the golden gates of spring”; biten the
sun enters PiscesX)] and ascends thesecondround of the
ladder, hope is added to our faith, for the sun is seen already
to have climbed up two thirds of the distance reslito
reach the vernal equinox; and when, at last, on 2hst of
March, he mounts thehird round of the ladder and enters
Aries (Y?), the "sweet influences of the Pleiades" are once
more felt, while beneath the warm rays of the viesun the
snows dissolve, and the earth begins again "to guther
beautiful attire." "For lo! the winter is past, aride flowers
appear on the earth, and the time of the singingoiads is
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in thedl" The
third and last round of the zodiacal ladder is efee
emblematic of charity, or that divine love and benevolence
which each year cause the springtime to come in shason.
So ought we all to have faith in God, hope in aséébsl
immortality (emblematically represented by the atrrequi-
nox), and charity to all mankind.

The Three Steps

The three steps delineated on the master's caiget An
obvious reference to the three steps, or degreesyhich the
initiated becomes a master mason. They are, howeagable
of an astronomical explanation also, and may bd saiallude
to the three signsTaurus, Geminiand Cancer (emblematic of
three steps), by means of which the sun (havingadiy
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reached the vernal equinox by means of the zodidadder)
ascends to the summit of the Royal Arch at the semrmol-
stice, which point is, as already explained, embligen of the
master's degree.

The Winding Steps

Q. According to the legend of the "middle chambesf the
fellow-craft's degree, the workmen were paid theuages
in the middle chamber of King Solomon's temple, chhi
was approached by a certain flight &#inding steps.” This
staircase is said to have consisted of "three,, fiwed seven
steps" (according to our lecture)y, and was reachad
entering in at the front door of the temple, pagsin
between the pillars of the porch. (See Mackey's migy-
ism," Chapter XXVI.) What is the astronomical impoand
real meaning of this legend?

A. The only allusion to these "winding stairs" ifnet Bible is

found in the sixth chapter of 1 Kings. In the fiftterse we are
informed that King Solomon "built chambergound about

against the walls of the houseThe sixth verse continues as
follows:

The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, &ed t
middle chamber wasix cubits broad, and the third was
seven cubits broad, fowithout in the walls of the house
he made narrow rests round about, that theams
should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

The eighth verse informs us that the

door for the middle chambewas on theright side
[Hebrew, "shoulder"] of the house, and they went up
with winding stairs into the middle chamber, and of
the midst of the middle into the third.

The only information which Josephus gives may beainéb in
Chapter Ill, Book VI, of his "Antiquities," andias follows:
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He [Solomon] also built about the temple thirty #ma
rooms, which might include [i.e., surround] the \ého
temple by their closeness one to another, and by th
number andoutward position round it.He also made
passages through them, that they might come int® on
through another. Every one of these rooms had five
cubits in breadth, and the same in length, but eight
twenty. Above these were other rooms, and others
above them, equal both in their measures and nenber
so that these reached to a height equal tolawer part

of the house, for the upper part had no buildiagsut

it. The roof that was over the house was of cedar: and,
truly, every one of these roonmtzad a roof of its own
that was not connected with the other roofmst for the
other partsthere was a covered roof common to them
all.... The king had also a fine contrivance for astent

to the upper room over the temple, and that was by
steps cut in the thickness of the wédly it had no large
door on the east end, as the lower house had, Heut t
entrances werby the sides through very small doors.

The above extracts comprise all the information cwhireli-
able history, either sacred or profane, furnishes regard to
the "middle chamber" and the "winding stairs" by which it
was reached. It is evident, both from the Bible &ndm Jose-
phus, that the "middle chamber" and the "windingirst by
which it was reached. It is evident, both from tiBble and
from Josephus, that the "middle chamber" was not mdir the
temple proper; nor, indeed, was it permitted to fastened to
the sacred walls. (See 1 Kings 6, 5, just quotédl)the cham-
bers were built around the outside of the walls,d awere
reached from the side, so that in going up to theiddle
chamber" a person not only did not pass between pghiars
of the porch, but did not enter in or pass throumhy portion
whatever of the temple itself. The steps, accorditty Jose-
phus, were "cut in the thickness of the wall owsidin view
of these authorities, although he does not quoteemth
Dr. Mackey may well say
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that the historical facts and the architecturahitketlike
forbid us for a moment to suppose that the legehd [
the winding stairs], as it is rehearsed in the sdco
degree of masonry, is anything more than a magnific
philosophical myth. (Symbolism," Chapter XXVI)

But if it is a "philosophical myth" it must have symbolical
meaning, and be emblematic in its character. Thy essence
of symbolical teaching consists of the method ofeceng
somefact or somereal object innature, art, or science, and by
investing it with an emblematic significance thrbugompari-
son, thus teaching and illustrating some moral alitipal doc-
trine. The anchor is thus made an emblem and riitish of
hope, the beehive of industry, the scythe of timedeath. A
real anchor, beehive, or scythe is, however, requias a
foundation for this allegorical teaching. If, thknee, the "leg-
end of the winding stairs" is a "philosophical mytleither the
actual or the emblematic stairs must have a reastence
somewhere, or they could not have been selectedsed for
the purpose of conveying a philosophical, symbglica alle-
gorical lesson. The "winding steps,” as described the
masonic legend, did not exist in the temple of Kiaglomon,
as we has shown, not only by Josephus, but thee bibelf.
We must, therefore, look elsewhere for them. Nowalsthe
other leading emblems of masonry have an astroramic
orgin, it is but reasonable to suppose that thesg/ same
"winding steps," leading to the place where the egsag@f the
craft are paid, will be found in that other "temph®t made
with hands, eternal in the heavens." As they aré toobe
found in the actual temple, let us look for themtlre emblem-
atic one.

But, before doing so, it will be necessary to deiae
more exactly the proper number of these emblemsteps,
for their stated number seems to have varied derdiit peri-
ods and according to different versions of the iege
Dr. Oliver mentions an old "tracing-board," pubkshin 1745,
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in which the steps agemicircular,and are busevenn num-
ber. Dr. Mackey says, on page 221 of his "Symbaqlishat

tracing boards of the last century have been foimd
which only five steps are delineated, and others in
which they amount to seven. The Prestonian lectures
used in England in the beginning of this centurywega
the whole number ashirty-six, divided into series of
one, three, five, seven, nine, and eleven.... ThenH
ming lectures, adopted by the union of the two dran
lodges of England, struck out the eleven.... In the
United States the number was still further redutedif-
teen,divided into three series of three, five, and seven

It thus appears that there has been considerabtgusion
as to the correct number of these symbolical stéfise most
ancient versions of the legend make the numbereritlive or
seven. Now it is a very safe rule to adopt as tb t@ditions,
including those of masonry, that the older the ioeers the
more correct it probably is, for the further backe wirace any
legend the nearer we will approach the time of drégin, and,
consequently, its primitive and uncorrupted form. ppling
this rule to the case under consideration, we mafelys con-
clude that the proper number of steps in those dimon stairs”
is either five or seven. If, however, we succeed fimding the
steps themselves properly located in the emblemagmple,
and leading to the very place where the craft wecetheir
wages, we shall be able to determine their exacinbeu by
actual count.

The building of the temple, represented emblemiiticdy
the Royal Arch of heaven, was commenced in thengprand
finished in the autumn. It was, therefore, said @ seven
years in building, as has been previously explainethe
spring signs, during which the plowing and plantikge done,
are typical of the E. A. degree; the summer montivben the
growing grain requires constant care for its pridec of the
F. C. degree; and the season in which the haraesigathered
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and stored away, of the M. M. degree, and thoskedkwork-
men who wrought at the completion of the temple.

During the progress of the sun from the vernal eagyito
the summer solstice, the husbandman is engagedeijpagng
the soil and sowing his seeds; during the passdgtheo sun
from the summer solstice to the autumnal equinog, if
employed in protecting his maturing crops. In Jahd August
the corn ripens and is harvested, and in the autumn dhe
and wne also reward him for his labors.

The wages of the faithful craftsmen, we are tole "&orn,
oil, and wine." The sevensigns of the zodiac, from the vernal
equinox to the first point oBcorpio, "winding" in a glittering
curve about the heavens, may in a like manner Imbk teabe
emblematic of seven winding steps, leading to tHace
where—

Corn, OIl, and Wine

—are brought forth to reward the labors of the lansb
man. The sun arrives at Aries on the 21st of Marahd
reaches Scorpio about the 21st of October, passumres-
sively through ¥, II, 5, &, b, and £. The number of these
emblematic steps is thereforgeven, thus corresponding with
the more ancient versions of the fellow-craft ledjeand it will
also be observed that they are rea@micircular inform. This
perfectly harmonizes with the "seven semicirculeps’ of the
ancient "tracing-board" mentioned by Dr. Oliver.idtalso wor-
thy of notice that, just as that part of the yearbeaced within
these seven signs may be divided into three periddsThat
of plowing and planting; 2. That of growing and noraig;
and, 3. That of harvesting and storing—so these lamdtic
steps may also be divided into three groups, wifiokd an
appropriate expression in the numbers 3, 5, and’hé first
three signs, Aries, Taurus, and Gemini, denote the seadon
plowing and planting. The nextwo, Cancer and Leo, making
five from the vernal equinox, denote the period durinigicv
the crops ripen and mature; and the tast, Virgo and Libra,
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making seven in all, rule the harvest-season—ard stioring
away of thecorn, oil, and wine, with which the solar bounty
has rewarded the labors of the faithful husbandman.

The American division of the steps into three gmup
expressive of the numbers 3, 5, and 7, is theretoreect, but
the total number of steps is seven, and not fifteen. It isyda
see how this latter error, as to the mystic impufrtthe num-
bers 3, 5 and 7 was made, in consequence of tlee nature
of the symbolism of the seven steps being lost.

The legend of the "winding stairs" informs us thaey
conducted between the two pillars of the porch. Oliver, in
his "Landmarks" (note 19 to Lecture XVI), says thtte equi-
noctial points are callegillars, because the great semicircle,
or upper hemisphere, seems to rest upon them.hi¢f $ym-
bolism be correct, then, the "winding stairs" do, fact, lead
past and between these celestial pillars, in perfearmony
with the allegory of the legend. Thus explaineds thgend of
the "winding stairs,"” leading to the place whererts oil, and
wine" are delivered as a reward to the faithfulol@ in the
vineyard, is a most beautiful and significant astroical alle-
gory. Like all the other astronomical allegoriesdaymbols of
Freemasonry, it not only (when properly understooelyeals
important and valuablescientific facts respecting the move-
ments of the heavenly bodies, but at one and timee stime
inculcates, in a sublime and impressive manneratgneoral
truths. It teaches us, among other things, thatistrgd not only
deserves but receives its due reward. It also alsplthe
benevolence of the Great Creator, who causes thth ¢a
bring forth her fruits in due season:

He watereth the hills from above;

The earth is filled with the fruit of his works;
He bringeth forth the grass for the cattle,

And the green herb for the service of man:
That he may bring forth fruit out of the earth;

And wine, that maketh glad the heart of man;
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And oil, to make him a cheerful countenance;
And bread, to strengthen man's heatrt.
Psalm 104:15-15

It reminds us also of the covenant which God madth WiNoah
in the olden time: "That he would no more curse tp®und
for man's sake; but that while the earth remaineskdsme
and harvest should not cease" (Genesis 8:21-22)eselhand
many other important lessens are taught by theo-asd&isonic
symbol of the "winding stairs"; and those lesseme made still
more impressive from the fact that the Archetype thfese
"winding stairs" is not to be found in any transjto earthly
mansion, but far above, set in the eternal majesitythe starry
firmament.

The Blazing Star

Q. To what does the masonic emblem of the Blaztag S
allude?

THE
BLAZING
STAR

A. To the sun the midst of heaven, as a symbol eftyD Even
Dr. Oliver, who has no sympathy with the astronahitheory
of the origin of Freemasonry, says:

The "Blazing Star" must not be considered merely as
the creature which heralded the appearance of TA.G.
O. T. U., but the expressive symbol of tlateat Being
himself, who is described by the magnificent appella-
tions of the Day-Spring, oRising Sunthe Morning Star.
This, then, is the supernal reference of Blazing Star
of Masonry, attached to a science which, like the reli-
gion it embodies, is universal and seasons, artdny
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people that ever did or ever will exist on our epkeal
globe of earth.

ANUBIS

Other writers identify the Blazing Star with Sirjufie most just
before the sun, each year, gave the ancient Egptiearning

of the approaching inundation of the Nile; henceeyth
compared it to a faithful dog, whose bark gives nireg of

approaching danger, and namedSibthis, Anubisand Thotes,

the barker, or monitor. This brilliant and beautftar thus
early became known "dog-star". The Egyptians deifteunder

the name of Anubis, and this god was emblematicedigre-

sented by the figure of a man with a head of a dog.

Both these explanations show the masonic Blaziray &t
be an astronomical emblem. The latter is probably more
correct, as it appertains to the Egyptian Mysteries

The Rite of Circumambulation
Q. To what this masonic rite allude?
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A. The word "circumambulation" is derived from twioatin

words (circum, around, andambulare, to walk), and there-
fore means to walk around, that is, around ther,atta some
sacred shrine. The rite of circumambulation formedeading
part of the ceremonies of the Mysteries, and ofrsaVorship
in all countries. This rite had a direct solar sitin, as it was
always performed from right to left in imitation ahe appar-
ent course of the sun from east to west by wayhefdouth. In
the Mysteries of India the candidate went thus &lkibe altar
three times, and, whenever he arrived in the sowds taught
to exclaim, "I copy the example of the sun, andofel his

benevolent path!" This sacred march was generatlyall the

Mysteries, accompanied by the singing or chantihigam ode
or hymn to the sun-god. Among the Druids it partaufkthe

nature of a mystic dance. The candidate, in peifaynthe rite
of circumambulation, it will be seen, representdg tsun, or
rather the personified sun, or sun-god, which haticoed to
do through the entire ceremony, from the momenhtiefintro-

duction up to his symbolical deatteuresis and raising or
restoration to life. Dr. Mackey says, in his "Syridm of Free-
masonry,” Chapter XXI, that "the masonic rite ofcamambu-
lation strictly agrees with the ancient one," amaktas

the circumambulation is made around the lodgegast
the sun was supposed to move around the earth, we
are brought back to the original symbolism" of um's
apparent course about the earth.

The direct derivation of this masonic rite from tiselar
mysteries of the ancients is too plain to be formament
denied; and it is absurd to suppose that any sitehcould
have been invented by the traveling operative masassoci-
ations of the middle ages. And this absurdity wiitach to the
whole ceremony of which this rite is but a part fact, almost
the initial step), for the same solar significanciearacterizes
the whole ritual, all parts of which are in perfédermony with
the symbolism admitted to be connected with treeattcircu-
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mambulation. If Freemasonry, therefore, originateth the
traveling masons of the middle ages, they must Haweowed
these solar ceremonies from some far more anciemtcs, or
association, to which those who instituted modeneemma-
sonry belonged. Had they invented a ritual, itsec®emnies
would never have had any such solar significancesyanbol-
ism: a symbolism which has no harmony or correspood
with the rules and principles of architecture. Ome tother
hand, if, for peculiar reasons, these operative omasand
architects really became the last and sole cusiediaf the
rites and ceremonies of the ancient mysteries, ae gquite
easily see how they have been handed down to ws nmore
or less corrupted form by them.

What those circumstances were that thus connedbed
architects of the middle ages with the ancient eness will be
treated of more at length in subsequent pages; thadlink
which thus united the temple builders of Egypt, €62 and
Rome with the cathedral-builders of Europe under ithign of
Christianity will be pointed out.

The Square
Q. Whence was the square, as a masonic emblemed®ri

A. It is a general impression, among masons an@rsththat
the square, or right angle, as an emblem, was aterivholly
from operative masonry, and is but one of the wugktools
of a mechanical art adopted as an emblem by spgaeila
masons. This idea is countenanced by Cross in Asetican
Chart,"” who says, "The square is an instrument mesde of by
operative masons to square their work,” and thestgads to
moralize upon it. This idea has also found its wap all the
monitors. The square, or right angle, as an emhbikgmhow-
ever, geometrical and not mechanical in its orighmd dates
back to the ancient Egyptians, in whose solemn gasions
the Stolistes carried the cubit of justice, by whigerpendicu-
lars, right angles, and squares might be laiditautprm being
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CUBIT OF N

JUSTICE

that of one arm of a square, with the inner endtouan angle
of 45°, or one half of a right angle. The squares waEgypt an
emblem of justice, because being a right angleekiated in
no respect from drue horizontal joined to aperfect perpen-
dicular. The close analogy between justice and thhich is
perfectly upright is so obvious, in fact, as to éasecome uni-
versal. The terms "an upright man" and a "just marg in
nearly all languages synonymous, hence the Scaipprases:
"The way of thejust is uprightness:thou, most upright, dost
weigh the path of the just” (Isa. 26:7); "He thatalketh
uprightly" (Psalm 15:2); and the admonition "to kvalprightly
before God and man." Besides this, the square wsed u
in Egypt to redetermine the boundaries of each snan’
possessions when, as frequently happened, the &kdm
were swept away by the inundation of the Nile, tmasover-
ing to every man his just rights. The Egyptian lanelasure
itself was an aroura, or &quare, containing one hundred
cubits. (Wilkinson's "Egypt.")

The square, or right angle, represents 90° or ftheth
part of a circle, and has a direct allusion to sl of the
ecliptic and celestial equator into four equal garindicative
of the solstitial and equinoctial points, and theision of the
year into four seasons. By it we are also enabteditide the
circle of the horizon into quadrants, and by thé af the sun
in the south to correctly mark out the four cardipaints of
the compass. In not only geometry, but astrononso,athe
use of the right angle is indispensable; and, ause was thus
connected not only with the loftiest problems ofesce, but
with religion also, it soon became universally aedpby the
ancients as a sacred emblem, not only of justice, db recti-
tude of conduct. As every perpendicular forms htrangle
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with its base, and is a straight line, so the grnimiroots of the
words right and wrong mean straight and crookeabtique.

Masonic Festivals

Q. What was the origin of the two great masonictifats,
held formerly on the 24th of June and 27th of Ddaemn
each year?

A. The celebration of those days was purely astroocal in
its origin, and refers to the summer and winterstsm#. The
summer solstice, on the 21st of June, was celebradea great
solar festival by the ancients, because at thae tihne sun was
exalted to the summit of the zodiacal arch, andirstd his
greatest power and glory. The arrival of the surthat winter
solstice in December and the commencement of hisrrre
north toward the vernal equinox was also celebratedan
appropriate manner. The sun was then consideredor(ing
to another allegory) to be new-born, and the monmantis
emerging from the constellation which marked hisidst dec-
lination was celebrated as the hour of his nativit this
period, says Macrobius, "the day being the shqrtést god
seems to be but a feeble child." After that, heirlsego grow,
as some say, nourished by a goat, alluding to trestellation
Capricorn, and the days begin to lengthen. The tgrestival
of the new birth of the sun was therefore celelorase this
period. These festivals, originally observed on tteg/s of the
summer and winter solstices, came in time, owinght® varia-
tion of the calendar (as before explained), to bkelrated on
the 24th of June and 27th of December instead ef2bst of
those months. Modern masons, however, dedicatesk thays
respectively to St. John the Baptist and St. Jditen Evangelist,
who, it is alleged, were born the one at the sumarat the
other at the winter solstice, and were eminentopatrof Free-
masonry. There is, however, no historical evidetaesupport
this statement, and the celebration of these dayshé frater-
nity generally has been very properly discontinued.
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The Circle Embordered by Two Parallel Lines

Q. In every lodge may be seen "a certain point iwitn circle
embordered by two parallel lines." Have masons Ibst
true meaning of this emblem?

A. They have.
Q. What does this emblem signify?

A. The astronomical signification of this emblem se appar-
ent that it seems to have forced itself upon then&bn of
many intelligent masons. Dr. Oliver, in his Dictaog, says:

The symbol of a point within a circle has sometimes
been invested with an astronomical reference. Thus
said that the point in the circle represents thpr&ue
Being, the circle indicates the annual circuitlod sun,
and the parallel lines mark out the solstices, with
which that circuit is limited. And they deduce frdhis
hypothesis this corollary: that the mason, by stilrjg
himself to due bounds, in imitation of that glomou
luminary, will not wander from the path of duty.

This explanation is concurred in by Dr. Mackey, nath-
standing his disapproval of the astronomical thedtryis, how-
ever, far more reasonable than the explanationngive the
lecture appertaining to this degree, but is notalh respects
correct. It is true that the circle represents thdiptic or
annual path of the sun, but the "point within thecle" does
not represent the Supreme Being, but #aeth, around which,
as a center, the sun appears to annually revolvengnihe
stars of the zodiac. The parallel lines are theitso of Cancer
(%) and CapricornYo). The summer solstice is on the 21st of
June, and the winter solstice on the 21st of Deeembhese
are the solstitial points, always marked by twoapal lines
representing the tropics, as may be seen on amgsteal
globe or map. These two dates, as we have remarkdtie
answer to the previous question, have been saidbeothe
respective birthdays of St. John the Baptist and@tn the
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Evangelist, but there is no authentic history tossantiate the
assertion.

CIRCLE
EMBORDERED
BY PARALLEL
LINES

The sun's circuit among the stars is limited anfindd by
the tropics. When, in June, he reaches the tropicCancer,
and attains his greatest northern declination hesgwo farther
north, but turns and begins to approach the sad#h.reaches
his greatest southern declination in December & dther
tropic, which terminates his southern progress, her there
again turns about, and once more journeys towaed ribrth.
Upon the integrity of the sun's movement, in th@rtipular,
depend all the order and regularity of the seas&mauld the
sun not retrograde at the summer solstice, the heaild
grow intolerable, and both vegetable and animabkterce not
only become impossible from that cause, but thetingelof
the polar snows and ice would produce another eelligthe
sun, on the contrary, turned not back at the wirdelstice,
eternal winter would reign in all lands north ofettequator,
and a perpetual glacial era extinguish all life arebetation.
The foregoing cut is without question the most antiand
proper method of exhibiting the emblem of "a cira@enbor-
dered by two parallel lines."

The circle, in order to correspond withur modern ideas
of the points of the compass, should be turned tadmthat
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the two parallel lines would be in a horizontal andt in a
perpendicular position. The tropic of CanceZs)( would then
be at the north, and the tropic of CapricoYb)(at the south,
in accordance with our custom of devoting the tépalmy map
or draft to the north and the lower part to the thouThe
Hebrews, however, and other ancient Oriental nafiomhen
speaking of the four quarters of the heaveal®jays supposed
the spectator to be looking eastward the rising sun; and in
their language "before” meant "east,""behind" "west," the
right hand south, and theeft north—as, for instance, the
Hebrew wordkedemmeans not onlbefore, but alsoeast. The
same custom as to the points of the compass peevailith
the Arabians, who called the norhemal,a word meaningat
the left. This ancient custom fully accounts for the factttima
this emblem the two lines representing the tropcs placed
in a perpendicular and not in a horizontal positidie fur-
ther fact that in some of the Indian cave-temples tircle is
found, actually inscribed with the signs of the iagd makes
the correctness of the foregoing explanation aertaihe
absurdity of supposing that the operative masonghef mid-
dle ages invented this emblem in connection witkirtlart is
plain.

Q. Of what does this emblem admonish us?

A. As the sun, in his annual course around theleciaf the
ecliptic, perpetually performs his revolution withegularity
and certainty, never straying beyond the tropicalnis, but
always returning in due season to beautify, adang fructify
the earth, so ought we all to govern our actionshwaqual
certainity and regularity, adorning our lives withisdom and
virtue, and making our years fruitful of good deedwver
suffering our passions to lead us beyond the bayntiae of
good conduct or the points of reason, for, while Weep
ourselves thus circumscribed, it is impossible fisr materially
to err.
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The Lamb-Skin

Q. To what does the lamb-skin, or white-leathepapallude?

A. The vernal equinox, where the sigkries is found. This
sign, as we have seen, teaches immortality, as aslbeing
emblematic of innocence and beauty.

It is a mistake to suppose that the apron, as &aoleawof
dress, was confined in ancient times to operativesans and
other mechanics. On the contrary, it was an indispele part
of the ordinary apparel of the ancient Egyptiansabfclasses,
and was worn by kings, priests, and nobles, as wasllthe
common people. The apron of the king was, howewéra
peculiar form, which belonged exclusively to hismkalt was
richly ornamented in front with lions' heads andpsasand
other devices, and was of colored leather. Thesiwjealso,
wore aprons of peculiar form, as a distinctive pzrttheir sac-
erdotal dress; so also did the hierogrammat, oredascribe.
(Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyptians.")

"LAMB-SKIN"

OR LEATHER

APRON
(BELZONI')

The aprons used in the Mysteries, and by certacreda
officers, were of ariangular form, consisting of two parts, as
represented above. In the central part the aspssesa, and
in the lower corners are lions' heads.
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The following drawings are taken from ancient Egypt
monuments. Fig. 1 represents Rameses the Greatngffeups
of wine in the temple (B.C. 1322). Fig. 2 is theerbgrammat,
or sacred scribe. It will be observed that an api®mart of
their regalia, each of a different pattern, acamydito their
rank and office.

The All-Seeing Eye
Q. Whence originated the emblem of the all-seeyaye

A. In most of the ancient languages of Asia, "ew#ld "sun"
are expressed by the same word, and the ancienptiegy
hieroglyphically represented their principal deitthe sun-god
Osiris, by the figure of an open eye, emblematichaf sun, by
whose light we are enabled to see, and which itsmbks
down from the midst of heaven, and beholds allghinin like
manner masons have emblematically represented thai- o
science of the great Architect of the universe.
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— e —

THE EYE OF OSIRIS Q
(WILKINSON 'S
"A NCIENT EGYPTIANS")

The foregoing is a copy of the Egyptian emblem & eye
of Osiris, taken from the ancient monuments, anandbo both
painted and sculptured on the yet remaining temnwalés.

Masonic Signs
Q. To what does the first sign of an E. A. M. aé@d

A. To the autumnal equinox, or place of darkness] #he
sign Libra £), which is found there, composed of two parallel
lines. This sign teaches equality, because at theénex the
days and nights are equal. Equality is the firssdé@m which a
mason receives:

The king from out his palace must leave his diadem
outside the mason's door,

And the poor man find his true respect upon thelche
ered floor. (Morris)

The sign Libra also teaches us to weigh all thingshe
scales of reason. It is probable that the firsh§an E. A. M.
alludes toboth equinoctial points. When the sun enters Libra
he takes thdirst of the three leading to his overthrow at the
winter solstice; and in like manner, when he entarges, at
the vernal equinox, he takes thiest toward his exaltation at
the summer solstice.

Q. To what does the first sign of a F. C. M. alfade

A. The first three signs of the zodiac, subtendary angle of
90° from the vernal equinox to the summer solstice.

Q. What does the first sign of a M. M. denote?
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A. That all is beneath him, and alludes to the swhjch,
when raised into théhird sign from the vernal equinox to the
summit of the zodiacal arch, looks down upon ak thigns
and constellations beneath him; so, in like manmermason
having taken the third degree has attained an emasdonic
elevation. It also alludes to that benediction ¢esking which
the sun of the summer solstice bestows upon therdabf the
husbandman, and has always been considered the dfign
benediction and prayer. (Matt. 19:13-15; Acts @8.3.)

Masonic Significance of the Zodiacal Signs
Q. Have the zodiacal signs any further masonicfsigmce?

II GEMINI, Y TAURUS,
ARMS NECK
8] LEO, 95 CANCER,
HEART BREAST
2 LIBRA,
REINS ) VIRGO,
BOWELS
X* SAGITTARIUS,
THIGHS M, SCORPIO,
SECRETS
%2 AQUARIUS,
LEGS Y CAPRICORN,
KNEES
PISCES, X FEET

ASTROLOGICAL FIGURE OF HOMO

A. They have, of some important particulassstrology was a
leading branch of astronomy as cultivated by theypEgns.
The first six signs of the zodiac, counting frore trernal
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equinox forward toward the autumnal equinox, may be
divided into three parts, typical of the first tbrelegrees of
masonry. If we count from the first point of Ariésrward 60°,
we reach and include Taurus. These two are tymtdhe first
degree, and the unskilled workmen who labored at ghepa-
ration of the materials of the temple. Advancing &&ther, we
reach and include Cancer. These two signs, Genmdi @an-
cer, are emblematic of the second degree. Sixtyedegmore
take us to and include Virgo, which brings us te #utumnal
equinox, typical of completion, and the skilled Wwmen who
wrought at the completion of the temple. The "digators"
(to use an astrological term) of the first threegrdes may
therefore be said to be Taurus, Cancer, and Virgo.

Now, according to the ancient science of astrolaggy,cul-
tivated by the Egyptians, the sign Taur¥)(rules the neck
and throat; the sign Cance9) the breast; and the sign Virgo
(M) the bowels. The deep and singular significancehaf will
not be overlooked by any intelligent mason. Theoasimical
rule of the twelve signs over the various partstiod body,
according to astrology, is still kept alive by tHeure of
"Homo," as seen in old almanacs.

Champollion says the accompanying figure is fronme th
Egyptian Ritual of the Dead, and is often foundtheir papyri.
For further information as to the nature of theerand influ-
ence of the twelve signs, see Lilly's "Astrologysbme very
interesting remarks on this subject may also bendoin that
curious book of Southey's called "The Doctor," Vib). Chapter
LXXXVII, P. I. See, also, "Sibley's Astrology," Zkil's "Gram-
mar of Astrology,” and Burton's "Anatomy of Melaioth"

As this division of the first six signs into thresgual parts
makesVirgo one of the "significators" of the third degree, we
are naturally reminded of the beautiful virgin diéd to in the
modern lecture appertaining to that degree.
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The Beautiful Virgin of the Third Degree

Q. What is the origin of the masonic emblem oftikautiful
virgin?

A. Although the figure of a virgin is no doubt aryeancient
emblem, alluding to the Egyptian goddess Isis drel donstel-
lation Virgo as well as to the moon, yet the masosmblem,
as depicted in our monitors, is of late origin.idtin its main
features in direct violation with masonic legendd adewish
law and custom. It could not have had an ancieriréie ori-
gin, for the following reasons:

1. The Jewish law forbids the making of any graven
images of the kind. Even the Jews of the preseme twill not
permit any sculptured figures to be set up as mamisnin
their cemeteries.

2. The urn, which is represented as containing &éisbes
of O. G. M. H. A. B., impliescremation,which was contrary to
the fixed custom of the ancient Jews, as well ayptans,
which dictated burial.

3. The Jewish law considered the contact, or near
approach even, of a dead body unclean, requirirggeththus
exposed to undergo a long period of exclusion andfiga-
tion. Our G. M. H. A. could not, therefore, haveebeburied
anywhere even in the neighborhood of the templechmigess
near thesanctum sanctoruntself. We have, however, positive
testimony as to the modern origin of this emblemfull his-
tory of its invention, and when and by whom introed into
masonry, is given in a late article by Brother Rol2 Folger,
in the "Masonic Newspaper." As the communicatiorofianuch
historical interest, and also fully illustrates theay in which
many modern innovations have been made, we gamtiite.

It should, however, also be observed that Cross rhtl
claim to have invented all of his hieroglyphics,t ladmits that
many of them had been "described by authors who date
before him."
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FICTION OF THE
WEEPING VIRGIN —
THE MONUMENT OF

HIRAM ABIF
(BY ROBERT B. FOLGER, 33°)

Fiction of the Weeping
Virgin

JEREMY L. CRoss has been dead for many years. A more
genial and kind hearted man was not to be found| his
labors in and for the benefit of the masonic fraitgr have
endeared his memory to all who were acquainted Wit
during life. He has left a memorial of his masotabors in the
"Hieroglyphic Monitor,” which bears his name, whigassed
through eighteen large editions before his deatid ahich
has been trespassed upon more by masonic work ewsch
issued from the press, it being the basis of alrk&oof the
kind claimed by other persons.

It was my privilege to make the acquaintance of tiBzo
Cross in 1853, at which time he was in the whotegahper
business, in Pearl near John Street, in the citiN@ei York. |
became more than commonly intimate with him, anat tinti-
macy increased and continued up to the day of bathd The
history of his life, together with all the incidentconnected
with the publication of his first "Hieroglyphic Mdor," were
very frequently the subject of our conversationd dnfound
that the book was perfectly his "hobbyhorse"; hekém upon
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it as one of the greatest and most important aehmewnts of
his life.

The causes which led him first to devise the plarsuch a
work were as follows: He was passionately fond aisamry,
studied under Thomas Smith Webb, Gleason, and sjther
became perfect under them in the lectures and wemk, then
started through the country as a lecturer in thar yi810. He
was a man of excellent appearance in early lifdctist tem-
perate from his youth up. His manners were pressssg,
open, frank, very fluent in language, and, withalyvery fine
singer. As a matter, of course, he became very lpgpthe
business of lecturing flowed in upon him very fastd he had
as much to engage his mind in that line as he coudd
attend to. Wishing to take advantage of all theirmss that
offered, he found the work slow of accomplishmemt reason
of delays caused by imperfect memories. He wanteches
thing of an objective kind, which would have thefeef of
bringing to mind the various subjects of his leesjrand so
fixing the details in the mind as, with the sets dlffjects pre-
sented to the sight, the lectures in detail wodddmplete.

There was not at that time any guide for lodgesepi¢he
so-called "Master's Carpet,” and the works of Bresand
Webb. The "Master's Carpet" was deficient, beingheuit
many of the most important emblems, and those witicths-
played were very much "mixed up." The work of Poasdid
not agree with the "adopted work." That of Webbeagr per-
fectly, but still was wanting in it most importapart, viz., the
hieroglyphics, by which the work is plainly and famimly pre-
sented to the learner, rendering it easy of acoqérg, and
imprinting it upon the mind in such a manner thawill not
readily be forgotten.

The second object was a copyright. He knew thathose
days the cost of bringing together and putting tioge and
the bringing out of a work of the kind which he ided,
would throw him into a large expenditure, and, idey to get
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back the cost and derive any solid benefit from the end, it
must of necessity be in his own hands alone.

He considered the matter for many months, and lyinal
attempted to draw various plans, taking Webb's "fboh for
a guide. Part of the work he accomplished satisfdgt to
himself. This included the first and second degreasd,
although there was but little really original inethemblems
which he produced, yet the classification and aeament
were his own. He went on with the third degree vemsil as
far as the "Monitor" of Webb goes, when he cama pawuse.

There was a deficiency in the third degree whicd ta be
filled in order to effect his purposes, and he beeawearied
in thinking over the subject. He finally consulted brother,
formerly a Mayor of New Haven, who at the time wase of
his most intimate friends, and they, after workitogether for
a week or more, could not hit upon any symbol whiwebuld
be sufficiently simple and yet answer the purpdaéereupon
the copperplate engraver, also a brother, who wasgdhis
work, was called in. They went at the business wehewed
courage, and the number of hieroglyphics which tgdthis
time accumulated was immense. Some were too lasgme
too small, some too complicated, requiring too mustplana-
tion, and many not at all adapted to the subjestally, said
the copperplate printer:

"Brother Cross, when great men die, they generadlye a
monument.”

"That's right,” said Cross; "I never thought of tthaand
away he went.

He was missing from the company, and was founckeroit
ing around the burying ground in New Haven in a enade
had surveyed all that was there, but did not seatisfied. At
last he got any idea, whereupon the council cangether
again, and he then told them that he had got thedation of
what he wanted—that while sojourning in New YorktyChe
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had seen the monument erected over Commodore Lesyren
in the southwest corner of Trinity churchyard; thatwas a
glorious monument to the memory of a great man véibin
battle. It was a large marble pillar, broken ofheTpart broken
off was taken away, but they had left the capitahd at the
base. He would have that pillar for the foundatmnhis new
emblem, but would bring the other part of the pilia, leav-
ing it to rest against the base. Then one couldvkadat it all
meant. The other part of the pillar should be thérkis was
assented to, but more was wanted. They needed swueRp-
tion describing the merits of the dead. They founud place on
the column, and after a lengthy discussion they upbn an
open book placed upon the broken pillar. But theneuld, in
the order of things, be some reader of the book; tlsey
selected the emblem of innocence in a beautifugivir who
should weep over the memory of the deceased whie read
of his heroic deeds.

"But, sir,” said I, "how will you get along with ¢hJewish
people? You know that very many Jews are masoney Hne
very tenacious of the 'law' which forbids the makiof any
image of any kind, and that even the touch of addeady by
a Jew renders him unclean, and, as a consequentg, ta
come into the synagogue until after many days' fipation.
They would never allow any dead body to be brought the
temple, nor will they even to this day allow anylgtured fig-
ures or images to be put up as monuments in teeieteries."

"Oh, | never thought of that,” said Brother Crokmwever,
it makes no difference. | did not intend to injuitee feelings
or prejudices of any one by my monument. | onlyemmed it
to serve as a help to memorize my lectures and.work

"Admirable, indeed," said I, "but how does it happthat,
in the year 1825, when | was raised to the thirgree, in
Fireman's Lodge, old City Hotel, there was notlmmgntioned

! Captain Lawrence: see "American Cyclopaedia.”
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about any monument of the kind! How did it get iritee his-
tory at all?"

"Oh," said Brother Cross, "I put it there. You dbe work
was imperfect without the monument. It was righatthhere
should be a monument for great men when dead. Mhbeght
of burying the body of a great man without leavisgme
memorial to mark the place where he is laid is I&pe.
| think | have supplied the deficiency, and donadmirably."

"But, still, this was done in 1819, and in 1825had not
reached New York."

"Oh, that is right. The Grand Lodge of the State N#w
York would not receive my work, and did not untB26. They
worked ‘'old style." All the Eastern, Southern, a¥estern
States had received and authorized it, but New Yar& Penn-
sylvania held out. But in 1826 Brother Henry C. Atw, one
of my ablest scholars, and as good a workman agel saw,
established Mystic Lodge in New York City, and wedkafter
my system. Immediately the work spread throughloaitState.

"The craft are indebted to me for harmonizing arecuti-
fying the work and lectures. | have labored solé&by their
benefit, and they are quite welcome to all thatalvéh done.
But many have treated me badly, by copying and ighilblg
my hieroglyphics, claiming them as their own. Mypgaoght
was based upon them, and upon the order of theange-
ment. The publication cost me a large amount of egprand
involved me in debt; and soon after its appearandecture in
Vermont made a similar publication, infringing upamy copy-
right. 1 sought redress from the law, and was sousta My
copyright was confirmed and secured.

"Since that | have never pushed the matter, althoug
frequently on the point of doing so, as all thos#icdlties
generally ended in some compromise, which amounied
very little. Many of the hieroglyphics which | hawesed are
described by the authors who have gone before methere
aremanywhich are not described, or even made mention of.
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These | claim as my own property, and, if | havéused to
proceed in law against those brethren who have gednme,
it was not, because | doubted the justice of myntlar my
ability to recover. This had been already settiedaw. | chose
to remember my obligations to the Order, althoudghes had
forgotten them. | preferred to dwell in unity an@ape with
the brethren rather than be the author of contentind strife,
and thus bring a reproach upon an institution wHickenerate
and love."

It would be proper to state that the monument eckdb
the memory of Commodore Lawrence was put up in the
southwest corner of Trinity churchyard, in the yd&13, after
the fight between the frigates Chesapeake and ®$hanim
which battle Lawrence fell. It was a beautiful markpillar,
broken off, and a part of the capital laid at i@ssé. The mon-
ument remained there until 1844-45, at which timenify
Church had been taken down and rebuilt as it noandst
When finished, all thedebris was cleaned away, the burial-
grounds trimmed and fancifully decorated, and th@para-
tion of the church took away the old and dilapidate
monument of Lawrence from that spot and erecteceva ane
of a different form, placing it in the front of theard on Broad-
way, at the lower entrance of the church, wheraoiv stands.
Brother Cross and myself visited the new monumegether,
and he expressed great disappointment at the chaayeng,
"It was not half as good as the one they had takexy."

Brother Cross was a lecturer in masonry for moranth
forty years, and his name will be cherished by masdor
many generations to come. ("Masonic Newspaper,” Nenk,
May 10, 1879.)

Below is a view of the Lawrence monument, formeiry
Trinity churchyard, referred to in the foregoingi@e from the
"Masonic Newspaper,” and from which it said Croeskt his
emblematic monument of Hiram Abif. (See Lossingijctétial
Field-Book of the War of 1812.") It will be obsed/éhat the
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THE LAWRENCE
MONUMENT

weeping virgin, the open book, arkde figure of Time, arall
wanting. As these form the essential features ef tmasonic
monument, Cross must have obtained the most signifiele-
ments of his emblem from some other source, whiab hot
been disclosed.

Had Cross been more familiar with the symbolismttaise
ancient Mysteries from which Freemasonry is derivéne
might have devised such an emblem as he desireichwh
while it expressed the same general idea, wouldhaot thus
violated the traditions of our Order, and alsotle same time,
have been in entire harmony with the astronomicasid of
the legend of the third degree.

Among the many names under which the constellation
Virgo was adored was that of Rhea. This goddess figased
(according to Bryant) as a beautiful female adorneith a
chaplet, in which were seen rays composed of e&rgom
(i.e., wheat), her right hand reclining on a pilland in her left
spikes of corn. By corn the ancients intended whéédize,
which in America is almost exclusively called comvas not
known until the discovery of this continent. Theikeg of
"wheat" in the chaplet and left hand of the goddRé®a are,
like those held in the left hand of Virgo, emblemabf the
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THE BEAUTIFUL VIRGIN OF THE THIRD DEGREE

season when the sun enters that sign. This figlréhe god-
dess Rhea, it will be seen, resembles somewhatvitigen of
Cross, standing by the broken column, holding im hand a
sprig of acacia instead of the spikes of wheat. Rhea was the
daughter of Sky and EartfCoelus and Terra). She was also
the mother of Jupiter and wife of Saturn, also knoas Kro-
nos, or Time. This would quite naturally permit the asation
of the figure of Saturn and his scythe—or Time—witiat of
the virgin. In the Dionysiac Mysteries, Dionysush(wis the
same as Osiris, the personified sun-god) is reptede as
being slain. Rhea (who is also identical with Isisd Virgo)
goes in search of his body, which she at last firmogl causes
it to be buried with due honor. Now if, as Dr. Magkadmits,

145



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

this legend was introduced into the fraternity lelsséhed by
Hiram at the building of King Solomon's temple, af@ms
the basis of the third degree of Freemasonry, figige of the
goddess Rhea would be a very appropriate emblenthaif
degree.

Thus the present emblem of the beautiful virginunezs
but slight modifications to bring it into entire rn@ony with all
the ancient traditions and mythology. Thpetended history
illustrating the emblem, which Cross admits he ined,
should be expunged from the ritual, and the figwfe the
beautiful virgin represented somewhat after the meanhere
depicted.

The open book and funeral urn are omitted for thasons
before given. In thdeft hand thus placed at liberty is the ever-
green, or sprig ohcacia, because in her left hand Virgo holds
the spear of ripe wheat, for which masons havetsutesl the
former as an emblem of immortality—although to #osho
are familiar with the beautiful utterances of SauR the spike
of wheat is as significant an emblem of eterna bk the ever-
green. Says the apostle:

But some will say, How are the dead raised up, and
with what body do they come? Fool, that which thou
sowestis not quickened except it die, and that which
thou sowest is not that body which shall be, butba
grain, it may chance of wheat, or some other.

The right hand is represented as resting on the broken col-
umn, because the ancients figured Virgo, under riame of
Rhea, with her right hand resting on a stone pillar

The alterations thus made in the emblem are buhtsli
and nothing is omitted but the "funeral urn" ance ttopen
book." The latter is represented by Cross in a ehaptirely
unknown to the ancients, whose only books werehm form
of rolls of manuscript. The handsome octavo volumich
he has placed on the broken column, looks as if issued
from the press, and is a gross anachronism. Thdse are
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familiar with the lectures belonging to the thircegiee will
find an additional and masonic reason for placihg ever-
green in the left hand, "for, as the left is coesatl the weak-
est part of the body," it is thus more significarfitits mortality:
the acacia, therefore, placed in the left hand, more clearly
teaches us that, when the body, by reason of itakmess,
crumbles into dust, the soul of man, rising frone thubbish"
and ruins of its earthly tabernacle, shall dwell perpetual
youth in that "temple not made with hands, eterimalthe
heavens." Behind the figure of the virgin stands fbrm of
Saturn, or Time, not counting the ringlets of heairh but
pointing upward toward the summit of the zodiacetha This
beautiful daughter of the skies, Virgo, accordiogother myth-
ological legends, is also the husband of the sung, wvhen
he entered the constellation Virgo, was said t@ese her.

The whole emblem may therefore be astronomically
explained as follows: The virgin weeping over theken col-
umn denotes her grief at the death of the sunn dgi the
wintry signs. Saturn standing behind her and pogntto the
summit of the zodiacal arch denotes tfAame will heal their
sorrows, and, when the year has filled its circuit, her ldrek
sun will arise from the grave of winter, and, trppimng over
all the powers of darkness, come again to her ezebra

The emblem of the beautiful virgin, thus represéntnd
explained, is not only an eloquent expression dectbn
weeping over the loss of a beloved friend, but adsanystic
symbol of some of the leading facts of astronomrmd a signif-
icant emblem of the immortality of the soul.

The Evergreen..

Has been selected by masons as an emblem of imityorta
because, when in the icy grasp of winter the whadgetable
kingdom lies dead, it alone blooms in beauty, rehmg us of
the vernal equinox, when all nature shall revivaiag
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"....the evergreen
That braves the inclement blast,
And still retains the bloom of spring
When summer days are past;
And though the wintry sky should lower,
And dim the cheerful day,
It still retains a vital power,
Unconscious of decay."

The Sprig of Acacia
Q. Has the sprig of acacia any further signifiaa®io

A. The astronomical significance of th&evergreen, " which
we have substituted for the Egyptiaacacia, and its allusion
to the vernal equinox and the doctrine of immotyali has
already been fully explained and illustrated. Thgmisolism of
the acacia is, however, more extended. The acac@vsg in
Egypt, and is the plant from which gum-arabic istadied. It is
also theacanthusof Herodotus and Strabo.

The thickets of acanthus, alluded to by Strabo, still
grow above Memphis, at the base of the low Libyan
hills. In going from the Nile to Abydos, you ridhrbugh
the grove of acacia, oncgacred to Apolloand see the
canal traversing it, as when the geographer visited
city. (Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyptians,”" Chapter VI)

The acacia is also a symbol ahnocence. "The symbolism
here," says Dr. Mackey,

is of a peculiar and unusual character, dependiog n
upon any real analogy of form or use of the syniool
the thing symbolized, but simply on the double ome
pound meaning of the word. For acacia, in the Greek
language, signifies both the plant in question &mub-
cence or purity of life.  ("Symbolism," ChapdXVIII)

We think Dr. Mackey is mistaken in this. He doest rseem
to have been aware, or has overlooked the factt ¢tme spe-
cies of the acacia is a sensitive-plant.
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Pliny mentions &ensitive acaciabout Memphis. One
is now common on the banks of the Nile above Don-
gola (theAcacia asperata)The "Mimosa Lubek'also
grew of old in Egypt, and the Copt Christians have
silly legend of its worshipping the Saviour.

(Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyptians™)

The peculiar nature of the sensitive-plant has lin ages
excited the wonder and superstition of man, andethe no
doubt that it was théAcacia asperataor mimosa,which was
the species of the acacia held as a sacred plantthby
ancients. The wordcaciais of Greek origin, and to the lively
and poetical imagination of the Greeks this seresifilant,
thus shrinking from the touch, was an expressive®} of
that innocence which in like manner shrinks frome thule
contact of the world—and thus they namedadacia, a word
which meansinnocence. It therefore appears that there is
real and beautiful analogy "between the symbol &mel idea
symbolized," and that this symbolism does not "depsimply
on the double or compound meaning of the word" iacaas
stated by Dr. Mackey; thisensitiveplant being named "inno-
cence" because it was the natural and appropriateleen of
innocence and purity.

The Letter "G"

Q. Is the custom of displaying the letter "G" insuoaic lodges
of any great antiquity?

A. That it can not be must appear evident when wef#eat
that masonry existed long before the English lagguaThe
letter "G" as displayed in the lodge is, howevernecessary
and appropriate substitute for thequilateral triangle, so
prominently used as a sacred symbol by our anbiatlren.

The Equilateral Triangle

Q. Why so?

A. For two reasons: 1. The triangle is the trueniicator
of that noble masonic scienggometry—since, without a
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knowledge of its form and properties, that scieimcdmpossi-
ble. It was upon the triangle that Pythagoras etkdtis cele-
brated and invaluabléForty-seventh Proposition.'He is also
said to have discovered that the sum of all thelesngf any
triangle is equal to two right angles. It is momlable, how-
ever, that he brought these two propositions, tegetwith a
knowledge of the true system of the universe, whiitim from
Egypt, where he went to pursue his studies, and imtsted
into the Mysteries.

2. The equilateral triangleis also a sacred symbol of the
Deity, being the same in its form as the ancierge®&rdelta, or
letter "D." The Phoenician letter "D," as well dstEgyptian,
was of a similar form. The equilateral triangle, tine Greek
tongue, as well as many other ancient languages, ttuas the
initial letter of the name of Deity. In the days Bythagoras we
are told that, whenever an oath of unusual impodgawas to
be taken, it was administered on the equilatefahgte, as, by
so doing, the name of God was directly invoked.sTbath is
said never to have been violated. TH@UILATERAL TRIANGLE,
therefore, since it is at once the emblem and essefhgeom-
etry, and the initial letter of the name of Deity, sholld seen
in the midst of every regular masonic assembly.

The Compasses

Q. According to an ancient custom, the compasses,aa
masonic emblem, whether reposing on the altar amvas
an officer's jewel, should be set at an angle ¢t &0hat is
the reason of this?

A. The reason is principally geometrical. The sdcmmport of
the equilateral triangle has already been explaifg¢dw, as
the sum of all the angles of any triangle is eqwakwo right
angles, or 180°, it follows that each of the egamagles of any
equilateral triangle is equal to one third of twight angles
(180°/3 = 60°), which is 60°.
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The compasses being set at 60°, thus allude toedjudat-
eral triangle, and, if the two points were united & straight
line, one would be formed. There can be but littteibt that it
was the equilateral triangle itself which our antidrethren
placed upon the altar, since it was upon that embtbeir
most solemn obligations were taken. In modern tinibe
compasses, set at an angle of 60°, have been tatdxsti This
may have been done purposely, or it may be thatngluhe
dark ages, some of our ignorant mechanical bretiméstook
the sacred emblem for one of their working-toolsd dhat the
change was thus brought about. Other mistakes lggasl sin-
gular, as will be seen in the sequel, were thusemat that
period.

The angle of 60° has also an allusion to the zodsing
equal to two signs thereof, and, if multiplied blyet sacred
number three, becomes 180° or the dimensions ®f Rbyal
Arch.

Again, if a circle of any size be drawn, a chord 68f° of
that circle will be equal to its radius, and thenpasses so set
will divide the circumference into six equal pariBhe points
thus made, taken with the one in the center, domstithe
mystic numberseven.The six exterior points, if joined by six
straight lines, will form a perfect hexagon withén circle, one
of the perfect figures. Or, if we unite these sioints in
another way, we have th#ouble equilateral trianglejn union
with the symbol of "a point within a circle."

This was one of the most sacred of all the emblerhs
Pythagoras, and is also known even to this dayutirothe
whole East, and has been there revered for agetheasAL
OF KING SoLomON, by the power of which he bound fast the
genii and other spirits who rebelled against God. (Seea-'A
bian Nights,” and the story of the "Fisherman ahd Genius”
for an expression of this belief.) If the whole sevpoints be
joined by straight lines, we obtain the figure qfeafect cube
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within a perfecsphere(See "Historical Landmarks," Lecture V,
and notes.) The cube has in all ages been heldd

SEAL OF CUBE
KING AND
SOLOMON SPHERE

All altars were in the form of a cube, or doublebeu
which last is the form that ancient custom presdildor the
masonic altar. The ancients esteemed the double thbly,"
but the perfect cube was "most holy." We also readthe
Scriptures that the house of God, which King Solomuuilt,
was in the form of a double cube, beifagty cubits long and
twenty cubits broad (1 Kings 6). The holy palace itselfswa
perfect cube, being twenty cubits each way (2 Chr8m).
According to the teachings of Pythagoras, also, ¢hbe was
the most sacred of all the perfect bodies. Fromtwizs been
said, the deep emblematic significance of the masalar, or
double cube, upon which was anciently placed theilaqral
triangle, or sacred symbol of Deity, is sufficigntpparent. To
this we have in modern times, with great propriedgded, as
having a corresponding place upon our altar, thly I8crip-
tures, the inestimable gift of a later period, thlessing of its
possession having been denied to our ancient brethirom
whom, however, was not withheld a knowledge of thee
God; but the holy Bible, as we possess it, was apoly
unknown to Plato and Pythagoras, but also to Kimdor8on,
the wisest of mankind.
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The Emblem of Ears of Corn Hanging by a Water-
Ford, or a Sheaf of Wheat by a River

Q. One of the most expressive and beautiful emblemshe
fellow-craft degree is the representation of "eafscorn
hanging by a waterford,” or, as the emblem is aiften
represented, "a sheaf of wheat suspended nearathie d&f
a river." (See Sickles's Monitor," page 90.) What the
meaning of this emblem?

SHEAF OF WHEAT
HANGING BY A
RIVER

A. Dr. Oliver devotes the whole of Chapter XIX oisH'Land-
marks" to the consideration of this emblem. It appethat
there is, or was, some confusion as to its truennga Some
old masons seem to think it refers to thst passage of the
river Jordan by the Israelites under Joshua, winey entered
Canaan; at which time the promised land was coverest by
fields of ripe corn, which was by them then assurasda sym-
bol of the PLENTY which gladdened the hearts of the famished
Israelites after their forty years' wandering ine tidesert.
Another interpretation of the symbol, which Dr. @ gives in
full, refers to a passage in the life of Jephthedgorded in
Judges xii, by which we learn that the Ephraimitpsarreled
with him, A bloody battle followed, and the Ephrétes were
defeated. Jephthah took possession of the passhties
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Jordan to prevent their escape. When any of thatifag
attempted to cross over, they were commanded to'sapbo-
leth,” but, as they could not frame to pronounce it rigimgd
said "sibboleth," they were discovered and slain, to the num-
ber of forty-and-two thousand. This latter intetption Dr.
Oliver thinks to be the true one. He says,

Such is the historical account of the warfare phfleah
with the Ephraimites, and the reputed origin of gkum-
bol and its interpretation, because the battle faake
in afield of corn near the river Jordan.

The interpretation which refers it to the passadethe
river under Joshua has been generally discardednagons,
and is not countenanced by the masonic lecture iasn gn
America. The other interpretation, which refersstiemblem to
the battle with the Ephraimites, is, however, alsanifestly
incorrect, for the following reasons:

1. There is no history of this battle outside of thél®
and Josephus, and neither account makes any meotidhe
battle having taken plac&in a field of corn.”" Josephus does
not even mention the use of the word "shibboletfSee
Judges xii, and "Antiquities," Book V, Chapter VIThe truth is,
the statement that the battle "took place in adfief corn" is
purely imaginary, and was invented to make out ititerpre-
tation, which otherwise would not explain "the eafs corn,”
which constitute the leading and most expressivatufe of
the emblem. It is but another instance of merpretation
being invented to explain an emblem, the true neEpNDf
which was lost.

2. This interpretation is also clearly incorrect, fraire fact
that it has no sort of connection with any otherrt paf
masonry, or any masonic event or person whateveeférs to
a period long before the building of Solomon's tEm@nd is
utterly out of harmony with the entire system ofe&masonry
and all its details.
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The fact that the wordSshibboleth” and "sibboleth” occur
in the story told in Judges of the cruel and useldaughter of
the defeated and flying Ephraimites, was seizednupand
seems to have induced the attempt to thus explaén lost
meaning of this peculiar and striking emblem; buére then it
was necessary to invent an addition to the Scaptoarrative
in order to account for the "ears of corn,” whiclerev other-
wise not explained.

Sibola

Q. What is the probable true meaning of the embtdmiears
of corn hanging by a water-ford,” or "a sheaf ofeahsus-
pended near the bank of a river?"

A. A reference to the Eleusinian Mysteries will &ar to clear

up the matter, and give us the true import of gymbol. The
Eleusinian Mysteries were derived from thoselsi$ (see initial
chapter), who was known to the Greeks by the nam€enes,
and alsoCybele.Ceres, or Cybele, was the goddess of the har-
vest, and was represented, like the beautiful wirgf the
zodiac, bearing spears of ripe corn. Isis was ke Imanner,
with the Egyptians, emblematic of the harvest seado the
Egyptian zodiac Isis occupied the place of Virgnd avas rep-
resented with three ears of corn in her hand.

The Syrian word for an ear of corn is sibola, id=itwith
shibboleth, which the Ephraimites pronounced, moearly
correct, "sibboleth.” This word also means "a stream of water,"
and the emblem of ears of corn or a sheaf of wimegtr a
watercourse, or river, was one of the emblems ef Eteusin-
ian and Tyrian (or Dionysiac) Mysteries. As the dadnad a
double meaning, the picture formed a sort of rebiuse river
is the river Nile, the overthrow of which enrichéte soil and
brought forth the abundant harvests of Egyptianncall of
which was symbolically represented by the ears ah chang-
ing by a river. It is also worthy of remark thatethame of the
goddes<ybele although differing in orthography, is almost
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identical in sound withsibola in some dialects. This mystic
word is therefore a triplgoun, and has a threefold significa-
tion:
a. An ear of corn;
b. A stream of water, referring to the Nile, upbe t
inundation of which the harvest depended;
c. It might be understood as one of the nameseof th
goddess of the harvest.

Hutchinson, a masonic writer of note, admits tha¢ use of
the word sibboleth was equivalent to an avowal of a profes-
sion of the Mysteries, as it impliesars of corn.("Spirit of
Masonry.")

How much more perfect and beautiful is this intetation
of the emblem, and how much more in harmony witle th
moral teachings of our order! The one explanati@tals
nothing to the mind but the bloody and brutal betgh of
forty-two thousandof his fellow beings by Jephthah, the vile
wretch who offered up his own innocent daughteraaburnt-
offering (see Judges 11:29-40); the other remindsoli the
peaceful pursuits of agriculture, and the benewdenf the
GREAT CREATOR, who each year brings forth the harvest in due
season, and rewards wittplenty" the industry of the hus-
bandman. The improbability of the operative masafsthe
middle ages having invented this astronomical-adjrical
emblem is so plain as to require no comment.
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Chapter 8

ASTRONOMICAL
EXPLANATIONS

(CONTINUED

CONTINUING THE EXPLANATION of the
relationship between the symbols of Christianityred=
masonry, and ancient astronomy:

The Pillars of the Porch

Q. In every masonic lodge may be seen two pillars,
surmounted by globes. What is the origin of these
pillars, and what do they signify?

A. According to the masonic lecture appertaining tioe
fellow-craft degree, these two pillars represent osén
which stood before the porch of King Solomon's tem-
ple, and are described in 1 Kings 7:15-24; 2 Chron.
3:15-17; Jer. 52:21-22. The description given ine th
Bible is very minute, and renders it evident thdieyt
were made after Egyptian models. The decorations- co
sisted principally, if not entirely, of networklytwork,
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and pomegranates. Speaking of these, the Rev. Diaw
Smith, in hisDictionary of the Biblesays:

The Phoenician architects of Solomon's temple deco-
rated the capitals of the columns with "lily-workthat

is, with the leaves and flowers of the lily, copesding

to the lotus-headed capitals of Egyptian architectu

The same writer also says in the same work:

The pomegranate was early cultivated in Egypt: benc
the complaint of the Israelites in the wilderne$sZm
(Num. 20:5), this 'is no place of figs, or of vines of
pomegranates.’” The tree, with its characteristityxea
crowned fruit, is easily recognized on the Egyptian
sculptures. (See article "Pomegranate.")

PILLARS OF
THE PORCH

The description of th
pillars, as given in the Bible, also
renders it probable that they had no globes upoa tbp of
their capitals, as none are mentioned. This idea sofmount-
ing the pillars with globes arose, no doubt, from naiscon-
struction of the word"pommels, "as used in 2 Chron. 4:12-13,
or the word "bowls,” in 1 Kings 7:41. That thesemmoels, or
bowls, were not in any sense academic globes, saghadorn
the masonic columns, is evident from the fact thlaey were
covered with "network," containing four hundred pagran-
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ates in two "rows, or wreaths" (1 Kings 7:41-42; Chron.

4:12-13). The chapters, of which these pommels owld

formed a part, were also adorned with lily-work:esh pom-
mels must, therefore, have been something entidferent

from our modern celestial and terrestrial globes. place of

bearing representations of the "various seas andhtges of

the earth,” and "the face of the heavens," theyeweovered"

by wreaths of network, lilies, and pomegranateseyThvere

not, in fact, globes of any kind, according to [@mith, who

says the word pommels "signifieonvex projections belonging
to the capitals of pillars.”

The globes that surmount the masonic columns arethe
contrary, modern academic globes, for we find thé&mus
described in the "Monitor":

The Globes

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, tha
convex surface of which are represented the castri
seas, and various parts of the earth, the facénef t
heavens, the planetary revolutions, and other itapbr
particulars ("Monitor").

It is very evident that no such globes as thesddcbhave
ever been placed on the top of the pillars of tlweckp of
Solomon's temple even had the sacred text left daybt
upon the subject. Dr. Mackey very truly remarks, sipeaking
of the symbolical form of the lodge, that "at theld@nonic era,
the era of the building of the temple at Jerusaléme, world
was supposed to be of an oblong form." Such wasidea
held by the most enlightened among the Jewish matawven
down to a very late date, comparatively. Thus,alsa(11:12)
says, "The Lord shall gather together the dispersedludah
from the four corners of the earth"; and we findtlve Apoca-
lypse (20:9) a prophetic vision of four angles diag on the
four corners of the earth. Dr. Mackey, illustratitize ancient
idea of the form of the earth (see "Symbolism," @2eaXIll),
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furnishes a drawing in this for[___], within which are
marked the "various countries and seas of the 8arth

There can be no sort of doubt that such was theairey
idea of the form of the earth held at that era, ooty by the
Jews but by most of the other nations. If, theefdhe archi-
tect of that age had desired to surmount eithethege pillars
with a figure representing the earth, he would hataced
there a body having the form of a double cube, wiile
"countries, seas, and various parts of the earépicted on its
flat upper surface. The same remarks will applyaty repre-
sentation then made of the "face of the heavendyichy
according to the ideas of that age, "was coextenswth the
earth taking the same form and inclosing a cubgmdce, of
which the earth was the base, and the heavenskyr tke
upper surface." (Dudley, quoted by Dr. Mackey intendo
page 104)

It is, therefore, beyond all question that the adtrction of
our modern academic celestial and terrestrial glples the
principal feature and leading ornament of theseurook, was
not derived from the pillars at the porch of Kingl&mon's
temple. The custom, however, of placing two loftgluenns
before the porch of temples dedicated to the wprgfi the
heavenly bodies, was a very ancient and universa. d’he
Egyptian temples were always decorated by suclargill They
may have also ornamented, and probably did somstionea-
ment, these pillars with spheres or globes placedheir tops,
and intended to represent the one the orb of the su
Osiris, the other the full moon of the equinox]s.

That the Phoenician artists who constructed théarpil at
the porch of King Solomon's temple also imitated #rchitec-
ture of the Egyptians in this, is possible, althougp mention
is made of the fact in either Kings or Chronicl&sich spheres,
however, would be something very different from sthoupon
the masonic columns. That the pillars of the ponchy have
been surmounted by figures globular in form, aridnded to
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represent respectively the sun and moon, is reddesmme-
what probable from the fact that the whole constoncof the
temple, as we have seen from what Josephus says, wa
emblematic of the entire universe. That these cobkimpartook
of this symbolism, and were emblematic in some wdhythe
sun and moon, would seem to be indicated by theiry v
names. One of them was calléBoaz." Thisword is derived
from two roots,"bo,"” motion, haste; andaz,” fire, i.e., the
sun, the great moving fire. The other was calledchih,"
which clearly refers to the moon. Our word "montk"derived
from the word "moon"—a month being one moon, or oee
olution of the moon. The Hebrew months were alsoaty
hence they called thenmdachin, which comes fromJarac,
which means the moon (Dr. Adam Clarke).

This connection of the globes on the columns, da@nd
Boaz, or the columns themselves, with the moon ted sun,
seems to have been at one time fully acknowledgledot
understood, by the fraternity. This connection was doubt
accepted from ancient tradition, while the true seawand real
meaning of it was probably lost. The following isdeawing of
the two pillars of the porch, taken from a masomiedal
struck in 1798, which is but a copy of the way thedllars are
represented in the more ancient charts. It willdbserved that
above the pillar Jachin the figure of the moon éers while
above that of Boaz the sun appears. (See "Macoydogae-
dia," article "Medals.")

As to which npillar properly represents Jachin andicl
Boaz, it must be remembered that, when standindgrant of
them, they are reversed, Jachin then being on efte hiand,
and Boaz on the right. In this matter much confusaxists in
the pictorial representations made in the Monitdfsigs and
Chronicles say that the right pillar was Jachind ahe left
Boaz, and the confusion arises as to whether yeusapposed
to be going into or coming out of the temple. Jbsep how-
ever, makes this plain, for, in locating "the tabi¢h loaves
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PILLARS OF THE
PORCH, FROM AN
ANCIENT MEDAL

upon it,” he gives the key to the whole matter, aadders it
evident that the pillar Jachin was on theuth side of the tem-
ple, and Boaz on theaorth. He also says the temple itself
"fronted to the east.” ("Antiquities,” Book VIII, I@&pter 1, and
note.) The true position of the pillars is therefashown by
the following diagram:

West
THE TRUE TEMPLE
POSITION OF South North
THE PILLARS Frontin
OF THE PORCH °

East
@ East @
Jachin Boaz

Besides this, the Hebrews, like other ancient Qaien
nations, always supposed the spectator looking eaishorth,
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as we do; hence the wogshemalmeansleft as well asnorth;
kedem means east, and also before; while the same word
which meanssouth also meansat the right hand.When we
are told, therefore, in Kings and Chronicles, tlae pillar
Boaz was on the left side of the temple, it is aleplied that
it was on the north side. But, as the temple itfelfted to the
east, and the pillar Boaz was on the north sidéhefporch, it
also follows that this pillar, which representece tsun, was
placed at the'northeast corner"of the temple, and in direct
line with the rising sun of the summer solstice,wass the case
with the ancient temples of Egypt. The full sigcéince of this
will be more clearly seen from the answer to thetngues-
tion, as well as the reason why this pillar wasceth on the
north side of the porch and not on the south.

It may be thought that, in tracing the primitive aneng of
the words Boaz and Jachin to the sun and moon, rdliato
arises with what is stated on the margin of botmgsi and
Chronicles, where Jachin is translated to mean, '$tall
establish,” and Boaz, "In it is strength.” (See ihgs 7:21; and
2 Chron. 3:17.) That the words have such a meanmg col-
lateral sense, there is no doubt, but the allussomo the fact
that the strength and order of nature, the due seowf the
seasons, and the division of day and night, wedained and
established by the solar and lunar orbs. "And Gaitl, sLet
there be lights in the firmament of heaven, to dkvithe day
from the night; and let them be for signs, and deasons, and
for days and years" (Gen. 1:14). The word "strehgsh also
applied to the sun in many places (see Psalm xixerev the
sun is compared to "a strong man, rejoicing to eumace").
The allusion of the words Jachin and Boaz to 2 S&rt6,
"And thine house and thy kingdom shall be estabtistior
ever before thee" (Simons's "Monitor,” pagé), as given in
the fellow-craft lecture, has no foundation othkart the fancy
of the inventor. The "house" spoken of in Samueln@ the
temple, but the royal house, or line of David, @stwve now
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speak of the house of Brunswick, or the house gbsHarg. It
must be remembered, also, that the marginal nate&ings
and Chronicles are really no part of the sacred, teging sup-
plied by the commentators.

The promise made to David is, however, directlyddd to
in Psalm 89:35-37:

Once have | sworn by my holiness, that | will niet |
unto David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his
throne as the sun before me. It shall be establifbre
ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in éreav

Here the connection between the sun and moon, &ed
ideas of strength and establishment, is directlydad to, and
the symbolism of the pillars of the porch, as reprding the
sun and the moon, might be appropriately made fer t® the
promise made to David. The attempt, however, toanakcon-
nection between the marginal notes to Kings andofdbles,
and the text from Samuel, and then to apply therin o the
temple, has no foundation in the Bible. The wordshih and
Boaz are simply the names given to these pillateeyTmean
the moon and the sun, and also strength and edtaignt,
alluding to the respective offices of the sun ahd moon. The
Hebrew year was lunar, and the moon establisheds,yeand
months, and weeks; while the sun, "in whom is gfifefi
ruled and divided the seasons. The primitive adhusof the
words to the sun and moon is direct. This symbqlisim we
have seen by what Josephus says, is in perfectongriwith
that which characterized the whole temple, andpalits of it
alike. This solar and lunar symbolism of the pdlaof the
porch was, no doubt, intended to teach the Isemelihat the
sun and moon were thus to be regarded as embleigsobn
the great Creator, and not to be worshipped themsebs
gods.

As to the globes, if indeed the pillars of the ponwere
surmounted by globes, the idea must have been ederinom
Egypt, either directly or through the Tyrian workmeThe
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allusion of the globes was then, as now, whollyrcasimical,
but the substitution of our modern academic celesind ter-
restrial globes for the orbs of the sun and moomnsinnova-
tion of very late date, and was probably the wofkPoeston,
Webb, or, still later, of Cross, author of the "kdiglyphic
Chart,” a history of which has been previously giveross
acknowledges that he invented some emblems, butalbe
says that many of them had been described befardire. In
attempting to depict these, he made many mistakes) his
want of a more intimate knowledge of the symbolisithe
ancient Mysteries.

It is true that the Hebrews, and most of the natian the
time of the building of Solomon's temple, did natolw the
true figure of the earth, yet there is no doubtt tthee Egyp-
tians were more learned on this point. This, howewile it
concedes the Egyptian origin of the globes, does hedp the
matter, for ouracademicglobes, such as are now placed
the pillars, are philosophical instruments of a mumore
recent date. Apart from this, there can be no dabbt the
idea of placing two columns before the temple, hmwethey
may have been ornamented was derived from Egypéreviit
was the custom, as is not only proved by Herodaiud other
historians, but by the temples themselves, remgirim this
day, What was the real meaning and true officehesé¢ pillars
standing before the ancient Egyptian temples, wibthre fully
appear from the answer to the next question.

Brother Robert Macoy, in his "Cyclopaedia,” expessshe
opinion that the columns Jachin and Boaz wkxesimiles of
the obelisks which stood before the Egyptian tesip(see
article "Obelisk"). This, of course, does away witle globes,
as well as the lily, pomegranate, and network. dghe latter,
he is contradicted by Jeremiah, Kings, and Chreaicl
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The Northeast Corner and the Corner-Stone

Q. Why is, or ought to be, the first stone of anyiding laid
in the northeast corner?

A. The ancients believed that the movements, catijms,
and position of the heavenly bodies influenced paty the
destiny of nations, but of individuals, and regethtall the
affairs of life. Their temples were dedicated t@ tWworship of
the sun, and the whole process of their erecticom fthe lay-
ing of the first stone up to their completion, asliwas all the
details of the architecture, had special referetacastrological
conditions, and the movement of the sun in the amdor his
position at stated periods therein.

In our attempt to account for the reason why theneo
stone was laid in the northeast corner, we will, cafurse,
have, in the first place, to resort somewhat tojestiare, as no
record of the reason is left; but if by so doings finally arrive
at a theory, not only in entire harmony with thect$a of
astronomy, but also with whas known of the peculiar cus-
toms and religious ideas of the ancients, and wheath the
same time, gives a reasonable and sufficient caaseprding
to the same, for the custom itself, we may feelosmcertain
that the truth has been discovered.

The cornerstone, we know, was always laid by the
ancients with impressive ceremonies and solemngioels
rites. As an illustration and confirmation of thssatement, the
following passage is here transcribed from Taciwesscriptive
of the laying of the cornerstone of the CapitolRme, when
it was rebuilt by the Emperor Vespasian:

The care of rebuilding the Capitol he committed to
Lucius Vestinus, a man of equestrian rank, butré@dlic
and dignity among the first men of Rome. Hosthsay-
ers,who were convened by him, advised that the ruins
of the former shrine should be removed to the neash
and a temple raised on the old foundation, forgibes
would not permit a change in the ancient form.
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On the eleventh day before the calends of Julye
sky being remarkably serene, the whole space devote
to the sacred structure was encompassed with dhaple
of garlands. Such of the soldiers as had namesuspia
cious import entered within the inclosure with hriaes
from trees emblematic of good fortune. Then thetales
virgins in procession, with a band of boys and sgirl
whose parents, male and female, were still livisggin-
kled the whole place with water drawn from living
fountains and rivers. Helvidius Priscus, the prgetwe-
ceeded by Plautius AElianus, the pontiff, afterifying
the area by sacrificing a swine, a sheep, and & bul
replacing the entrails upon the turf, invoked Jepit
Juno, and Minerva, and the tutelar deities of theiee,
praying that they would prosper the undertakingd an
with divine power carry to perfection a work begbp
the piety of man; and then Helvidius laid his hands
upon the wreaths that bound the foundation stong an
were twined about the cords; at the same time thg-m
istrates, the priests, the senators, the knights] a
number of citizens, with simultaneous efforts, pposa
by zeal and exultation, haled the ponderous stone
along. Contributions of gold and silver, and piea#s
other metals, the first that were taken from thenesj
that had never been melted in the furnace, buthairt
native state, were thrown upon the foundations 4n a
hands. Thesoothsayersenjoined that neither stone nor
gold which had been applied to other uses should
profane the building. Additional height was given t
the edifice, this was the only variation concedeg b
religion. ("History" of Tacitus, Book IV, c. 53)

From this it appears that the priests and the sag#rs
had the whole control and direction of the ceremonyhich
was itself of a religious character. This customswaerived by
the Romans from a more ancient source, and probdidyn
Egypt, where similar solemn rites were celebrated btke
occasions. As all ancient temples were dedicated tlte sun
primarily, under some of his personal names, we maih
good reason believe that the day selected for datyia
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corner-, or foundation-stone, would be on one o treat
solar festivals. Such an occasion would presermlfiten the
arrival of the sun at the tropic at the summer tsms which
indeed would not be far from thleventh day before the cal-

ends of July'mentioned by Tacitus.

Summer Solstice -
June 21st SUN Rises in the
North East, the Longest Day

Winged
Globe

N
N EAST
N

SUN"“i?ISE
Vernal Equinox
SUN Rises in the East

T

IGURE 1

FIGURE 3

~' “‘SNOON\‘SUNSET v #
.' ON
»

TEMPLE

SUN RISE 7., EAST
Winter Solstice
Dec. 21st SUN Rises in the
South East, the Shortest Day

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 4

WHY THE FIRST STONE WAS LAID IN THE NORTHEAST CORNE R

ITS CONNECTION WITH THE SOLSTITIAL AND EQUINOCTIAL

The summer solstice was celebrated as a great festval
by all the ancient nations whose religion had aarsdbunda-

tion. The day when the sun was thus reached higehig
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northern declination, and mounted to the summit'tbé circle
of the heavens,” when, according to the teachinfgsastrol-
ogy, "he entered his own house" among the starsidvoatu-
rally be pronounced propitious and fortunate by theiners,
soothsayers, and astrologers. As the temples aMaged the
east, so as to catch the first rays of the rising, st is almost
certain that the cornerstone also, for like religioreasons,
would be laid in a line with the rising sun. Thenswas he
arose on the longest day of the year, rejoicindnig pride and
strength, would thus be a type of the new templeutlto rise
majestically from its foundations. On the contraty, lay the
cornerstone of the new solar temple in the soutbeadine of
the sun's decline and fall, at the winter solstice,toward the
north, the point of darkness, or yet towakanenti, the west-
ern region of gloom and death, would, accordingthe teach-
ings of astrology, be most unpropitious, if notrdagious.

It therefore of necessity followed that, as the sam the
21st of June rises in the northeast, and as therefutemple
itself faced the east, its cornerstone, if placedas to emblem-
atically represent and mark the place of the rissogm of the
summer solstice, must have been laid in the nasthearner.
In the preceding diagram Fig. 1 will clearly illtetle this. The
dotted line shows the path of the sun from suntsesunset
on the 21st day of June, or summer solstice. Thiezdrtal cir-
cle represents the visible horizon. At this periofd the year
the sun rises in the northeast and sets in thehwest, as rep-
resented by the dotted line, where the respectiostp of
sunrise, noon and sunset are each marked. Thisindyaslso
clearly shows the reason why that is the longest ia the
year, as it is evident that the circuit from theinpoof sunrise,
by the way of the south to that of the sunset, resagr than at
any other time. This custom of laying the cornerst®o as to
mark the place of the rising sun of the summer tiselswas
productive of other useful astronomical purposesr, fdue
care being taken to establish the proper anglesdbtheast
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corner would, as a necessary consequence, be exat line
with the point of the horizon at which the sun r@dethewin-
ter solstice. At that period the sun rises in the seash and
sets in the southwest (see Fig. 2). This is thetesioday of the
year, for, as will be seen, the path of the sumnfrine point
where it rises to where he sets, by way of thehsoigt shorter
than at any other period. Another consequence vieltb from
this arrangement; for, after the sun quits the Isoamd goes
north, when he arrives at the vernal equinox he jbasneyed
half the distance to the other tropic, and risesagboint due
east. At the period of the vernal equinox, the saee at a
point directly in front of the center of the pripal entrance of
the temple, which in Egypwas always surmounted by the
sculptured symbol of a "winged globe, " emblemafidche sun,
whose motion was symbolized by the wings.

The same result would also take place when the sun
returned from the summer solstice and reached thianmaal
equinox. This is illustrated by Fig. 3. The poimsrkedA and
B are those where the sun rises at the summer angrwsol-
stice. It is thus apparent that the porch or frohthe temple,
from its position and construction, might be usedaaperpet-
ual almanac, as the return of the sun to eitheineguwould
be indicated by his rising in a direct line withetihwinged
globe,” sculptured above the principal entranced am like
manner his arrival at the solstitial points was kedr by the
northeast and southeast corners of the porch.

The correct marking of the solstitial points insthinanner
was, however, dependent upon certain proportion (quite
easy to determinehetween the breadth of the front of the tem-
ple and a point established back of its centdrsuch a distance
that two lines drawn from that point through comewrould
cut off the same number of degrees, measured orhdheon,
as actually separated the points where the sun onsthe 21st
of June and the 21st of December, thus making ribret fof the
temple thechordof anarc of the same number of degrees
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EGYPTIAN PYLON,
OR TEMPLE-GATE,
SURMOUNTED BY
THE "WINGED
GLOBE"

which separated those two points. The number ofresdsg
contained in thisarc would depend upon the latitude of the
place, increasing in length as we advance towaachtinth.

In the latitude of Egypt, Rome, Greece and Asia avlinf
this point so established was desired for any rgaso be
placed at or near the center of the ground floothef temple,
it would be necessary to build the temple in themfoof an
"oblong square"and in many places the exact form of'dGou-
ble cube"would be required. This may account for the reason
why ancient temples were generally built in thenfoof a
"double cube,” and why that form was esteemed dacféais
"certain point" back of the center of the front,dam or near
the center of the temple proper, might be approgsia
marked by an altar, or ‘®lazing star" (emblematic of the sun)
"set in the 'mosaic pavement.™

This arrangement, by which the front or porch of an
ancient temple was thus made to serve an astroabrpiar-
pose, and accurately to point out the commencenoénthe
seasons, is illustrated in Fig.AandB represent the two
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points of the horizon where the sun rises at theanser and
winter solstice.C D represents the front of the temple; the star
indicates the point from which the imaginary oruattlines; as
the case may be, are required to be drawn; so astdcsect
the pointsA and B, by passing through the corners of the tem-
ple, thus making the front thehord of an arc, containing the
same number of degrees A G B.The other letters indicate
the points of the compass. By the use of a "plumeblia point
corresponding to the star might, if required, béaldshed on
the roof. This, however, would not be necessaryas, was
generally the case, the principal entrances of tdmple con-
ducted into an open court, ornamented by rows érpi The
whole arrangement, if correctly inaugurated by iplgcthe
cornerstone in its true position, in the northeestner, would
enable an observer, by use of the most simple amditpe
instruments, to determine when the sun reachecereivh the
equinoctial or solstitial points; or, in other werdenabling him
to divide the year into its four great natural dignhs, and
accurately mark the commencement of each.

The length of the solar year could also thus beerdet
mined—that is, full as accurately as the ancients ditermine
it. All of these particulars might, indeed be atmieed without
any instruments whatever, by meanstlué pillars at the porch.
All ancient temples had two lofty pillars, one achk corner of
the porch, and there is no doubt that they had soomnec-
tion with the arrangement above described. If thege
located with care, the rising sun of the summestad would
cast the shadow of the northeastern pilBoaz,along the line
Ax(see Fig. 4), and the rising sun of the winter temds cast
the shadow of the other pilladachin, along the line Bx.
Careful observations would also probably be made tlod
length as well as direction of these shadows derdint peri-
ods of the year, for at noon on the day of the samsolstice
the sun, being higher in the heavens than at ahgrdime in
the year, the shadows of the columns would be ssipand
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at noon on the winter solstice the shadows wouldheelong-
est. These observations of the length of the shaddweing
made at noon, would be free from the error occasioby
refraction at sunrise, and thus serve to correxbthers.

If these pillars were thus secretly used by thesgtsi for
astronomical purposes, it fully accounts for theeaidalways
entertained, but never entirely understood, that thillars
themselves had some connection, actual or emblematith
the solstial or equinoctial points. The followingading will
clearly illustrate the probable astronomical usésthe pillars
of the porch in ancient Egyptian temples. The smurmrising. It
is the hour of the morning sacrifice. The pavemainthe tem-
ple is represented as open to the sky, for the gserpf more
easy illustration. It need not have been so in,fastit is only
required that the shadow of the column at sunriseulsl fall
parallel to the solstitial line, which could haveseln deter-
mined from without. In the ancient Egyptian templdsw-
ever, the portico and courts leading to the samgtuaere
open and uncovered (see Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyst),
and the shadows of the columns were projectedefidbr.

The Checkered Floor

Whenever it was considered necessary to have tlstitiab
lines or the length of the shadow actually markedttwe floor,
then a certain carefully placed line or row of "miessquares”
(see illustration) would answer the purpose, arsb glerfectly
conceal the design of the whole arrangement; argdishprob-
ably the reason why the priests in their templehigecture
adopted that kind of pavement. Of course, the detaf
the arrangement were modified to suit differentceta and
circumstances.

The observations might be made from the roof, andihg
in front of the temple, where instruments, simphe donstruc-
tion, for determining the line of direction towarthe rising
sun, with reference to the front of the temple, imige, and
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THE RISING
SUN OF THE
SUMMER
SOLSTICE

probably were, used, without relying wholly on tisbadows
cast by the columns. The mean daily rate at whineh goint of
sunrise moved along the horizon, and the lengtlithef shad-
ows increased or diminished, would also soon bergehed,

and thus an observation could be taken at sunnieen, and
sunset, any day. The month and day of the monthdcthus

be determined at any time with tolerable accurallye same
arrangement would serve to ascertain the true dSutae. Of

course, it is now impossible, in the absence of dingct infor-

mation, to arrive at all the details of the peaulearangement
by which these ancient solar observations were mdule

the main outline is without doubt correct. It wast la more
extended application of the principle of the suhdizy means
of which not only the hours of the day but the \afiof the

sun at the solstitial and equinoctial points, wastermined,
together with the length of the year and other irtgod partic-

ulars. These methods seem clumsy to us, being ifamalith

the wonderful "instruments of precision" which modesci-

ence possesses; but, in those ancient days, suohmtiye

methods were the only ones known, and the accuddcthe

results arrived at is a matter of wonder and ssepri
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The whole arrangement of the porch and pillars méient
temples for astronomical uses thus depended toeat grxtent
upon the accurate laying of the cornerstone in tlogtheast
corner, so that the outer corner of the same shgoidt to
exactly the proper place in the circle of the homiz The great
importance attached to the ceremony of laying tbmerstone
is thus accounted for. This explanation, althoughuntied
partly on conjecture, harmonizes so well with &lattis known
as to the religious customs and ideas of the ats;iemth the
facts of astronomical science, and the whole systénsolar
worship, as to render its truth in the main almosttain. No
investigation appears to have ever been made dBetgroba-
ble connection between astronomy and the porcheanofent
temples, beyond the fact, apparent at first sigh&t they all
face the rising sun; and this is attributed to gielis ideas
wholly, and not at all to scientific ones, althoughwas the
well-known custom of the ancient priests to conceed facts
of astronomical science under religious allegories.

Those mysterious structures, the pyramids of Egyatve
been more carefully examined, and are found to hbsen
constructed with direct reference to certain astnoical facts,
if not uses. The pyramid of Cheops is placed saoectly on
the true meridian that the variation of the magneteedle
may be determined by it. It is also so proportiotiat its
height is the radius of a circle whose circumfeesie equal to
the circuit of the Pyramid's base. The long slamtinel, lead-
ing downward from the pyramid's northern face, ®ito the
polestar of Cheop's time.

Professor R. A. Proctor, the astronomer, says lata arti-
cle, "The Mystery of the Pyramids" ("Popular Sciendonthly
Supplement,” No. 1ll), that the purpose for whichhet
pyramids were erected "was in some way associatéd w
astronomy, for the pyramids were built with the mascurate
reference to celestial aspects." The following igotgd at
length from Mr. Proctor's interesting article. Waevh italicized
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SECTION OF
THE
PYRAMID

GREAT

a line or two as bearing more particularly on auject.
Mr. Proctor says:

176

These buildings [the pyramids] are all, without epc
tion, built on special astronomical principles. Tihe
square bases are so placed as to have two sideg lyi
east and west, and two lying north and south; or, i
other words, so that their four faces front therfoardi-
nal points. One cannot imagine why a tomb should
have such a position. It is not, indeed, easy tdetn
stand why any building at all, except an astronaimic
observatory, should have such a position. témple,
perhaps, devoted to sun-worshipand generally to the
worship of the heavenly bodiesnight be built that
way; for it is to be noticed that the peculiar figuredan
position of the pyramids would bring about the dolt
ing relations: When the sun rose and set southhef t
east and west points, or (speaking generally) beiwe
the autumn and spring equinoxes, the rays of thiegi
and setting sun illuminated the southern face ef lyr-
amid; whereas during the rest of the year, thatisjng
the six months between the spring and autumn equi-
noxes, the rays of the rising and setting sun ithated
the northern face. Again, all the year round thé'su
rays passed from the eastern to the western facelat
noon. And, lastly, during seven months and a hdlf o
each year, namely, for three months and three epsart
before and after midsummer, the noon rays of the su
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fell on all four faces of the pyramid, or, accoglito a
Peruvian expression (so Smyth says), the sun shione
the pyramid "with all his rays."

Mr. Proctor thinks the purpose of the pyramids wather
astrological than astronomical, for he says, "Tlentstunnel
above mentioned is precisely what the astrologerulavo
require in order to get théoroscopecorrectly.” This distinc-
tion between astrology and astronomy was unknownthi®
ancients. The two were one. Astrology assumess itrue, to
predict not only eclipses, but the future generdilgm the
position and aspects of the heavenly bodies; butprder to
make those assumed predictions, it was first requiaccord-
ing to the rules of astrology itself, to obtain arrect knowl-
edge of the position and aspects of the sun, mang
planets. This necessitated, of course, corrastronomical
observations, which might be and were put to usetredy
scientific and practical by the ancients, as wallsgrving as a
basis for their pretended predictions of the future

That the pyramids (whatever else they may have been
intended for) werenot temples, we are perfectly willing to
grant, because the only object which has inducesl tiotice
of their astronomical proportions, is to show thata demon-
strated fact that the ancient Egyptians did allbm tmost exact
astronomical ideas to greatly influence, if not Vacontrol,
their most stupendous works of architecture—works ggyan-
tic in size, and requiring such an expenditure iofef treasure,
labor, and human life, as to render them the gseatender
of all antiquity. It therefore becomes almost dertthat astro-
nomical considerations would not be neglected ie ton-
struction of their temples proper, devoted as theye to sun-
worship, and the service of a religion having aepurastro-
nomical function.

In ancient times the only astronomers were thesfsjeand
the only observatories the temples. The mass of pheple
were ignorant and superstitious, and wholly depehdpon
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the priests for their knowledge required to camyegricul-
ture. Says Salverti:

From the observations of the stars, the returnhef dea-
sons and several meteorological phenomena were pre-
dicted by the priest. He regulated agriculturalolabin

a rational manner, and foretold its probable swugces
with tolerable exactness. The ignorant men, theeefo
under his direction, set no bounds in their own dsin

to the power of science, and doubted not that the- f

rity of the moral world, as well as that of the plual,

was to be read on the face of the starry heavenshi$
mistaken idea they were not undeceived by thefgries

In order to perpetuate these ideas, and so incremse
preserve their power and influence, all scientifknowledge
was locked up in the sacerdotal order and the Mygste
Astronomical observations were thus of necessitgresly con-
ducted in the temples, and the methods by whiclsethebser-
vations were taken, and the real object of constog for
that purpose, were securely veiled beneath allegjoriand
religious rites and formulas.

The real and scientific reasons why the cornerstomas
placed with such care in the northeast corner Igavineen
concealed by the priests, in process of time, whbair reli-
gion was superseded, were entirely lost. The custtvowever
was first established under all the sanction anduirements
of religion, and came at last to be superstitioufhylowed, not
only as to temples, but all other buildings of amyportance,
whether built so as to face the east or not. Thetoocw has
even descended to this day, which shows that soreey v
important reasons must have led to its adoption the first
place. It is thus that the superstitious observawte this cus-
tom required for centuries after the real sciemtiind the pre-
tended religious reasons for it had not only ceasedt been
forgotten.
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Druidical Temples

That the Druids of Britain celebrated the Mysterigs some
form, and had secret symbols and signs known omwlythose
who were initiated into the higher priestly orders, admitted
by all investigators. Nor is there any doubt thake tDruidical
Mysteries were derived from the Phoenician and aryrinavi-
gators, who visited that country for tin, and whatablished
colonies there. The principle temple of the Druides what is
now called Stonehenge,much of which remains to this day.
These ancient remains, it is conceded, were eredtedthose
who worshipped the sun, either actually or symladlyc and
the peculiar arrangement of the stones strongly firmas the
views we have expressed as to the secret solanfisigwe of
the "northeast corner' and "the pillars of the pdrcMr. M. D.
Conway, in his "South-Coast Saunterings in Englan(ind
who visited the place), informs us that, some twaoindred
yards from the entrance of the temple at Stonehenigere is
set up a pillar sixteen feet high. This stone pitla also says,

is not only set exactly at that point toward thertheast
where thesun rises at the summer solstice exactly over
its top, but has also been set in a place where the
ground has been scooped out, so as to bring itsasp
seen from the altarprecisely against the horizon. Every
year people go out on the 21st day of June to kee t
sun rise above this stone, and that it does sd aliso-
lute exactnesgdmits now of now question.

At the druidical temple at Abury there is a stond#lap in
the same astronomical position. These pillars atejs true, of
rough stone, but, had the builders of these Dralditemples
possessed the same wonderful skill in architectias the
Tyri ans and Egyptians, from whom their religioudeas are
derived, no doubt more elegant if not finely scutptd col-
umns or obelisks would have been erected; nor isatit all
strange that the temples built by the rude inhatdtaof Britain
should be inferior to those of Tyre and Thebe$,oalih
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erected upon the same astronomical principles fa $ame
symbolical solar worship, since it was far easieratopt the
religious rites and ceremonies of the Phoenicidran tto rival
their skill in art, or to obtain the services ofitharchitects or
artists. It may also be presumed that the Phoerscidnem-
selves, who colonized there in the interests ofletrawere
more skilled in working the tin-mines, or in commial pur-
suits, than in temple building and architecture.

The Cornucopia

Q. Whence was this masonic emblem derived, and ddex
it signify?

CORNUCOPIA

A. The Cornucopia, or Horn of Plenty, is an emblempurely
astronomical origin. It alludes to the constellati€apricor-
nus. Capricorn, according to mythology, is the same Pas,
or Bacchus,who, with some other deities, while feasting near
the banks of the Nile, were suddenly set upon kg diredful
giant Typhon. In order to escape, they at onceasdumed dif-
ferent shapes and plunged into the river—Pan, occlzs
leading the way. That part of his body which waslamwater
took the form of a fish, and the other part thataofjoat. Pan
was the god who presided over the flocks and hevtigil
thus invokes him:

"Pan ovius custos."
"Thou, O Pan! guardian of the sheep."
("Georgics," Book I)
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Pan was also the god of plenty. Thereforetwisted horrof
Capricornus became an emblem of plenty.

According to another astronomico-mythological talkrjpi-
ter is said to have been suckled by a goat—the mgaof
which is that the sun, emerging from the stars apri€ornus
at the winter solstice, begins to grow in light ahdat as he
mounts toward the vernal equinox. He is thus figuedy said
to be nourished by this goat. The mythological naifrthis

PAN

nurse of Jupiter wadmalthaea.To reward her kindness Jupi-
ter, it is said, placed her among the constellatioand gave
one of her horns to the nymphs who had aided imngakare
of him during his infancy. This gift possessed thewer of
imparting to its holder whatever he desired. Os #ucount

CAPRICORNUS

the Latin word"cornucopia” denotes plenty; the worAmal-
thoea,” when used figuratively, has the same meaning. The
whole story is a solar allegory, alluding to theival of the
sun among the stars of Capricorn, at which time ftng@s of

the earth—"corn, oil, and wine"—have all been gegtien
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and stored away, so that, although winter comesidsolate
the land, the industrious husbandman is yet blesasth
"plenty."

The Beehive

This was one of the emblems of the Eleusinian Miese
The goddess Rhea, according to Bryant, was repexbeanith
a beehive beside her, out of the top of which arosen
(wheat) and flowers, denoting the renewal of thaseas and
the return of the sun to the vernal equinox.

Q. Whence is the masonic emblem of the hourglasgedt?

A. The hourglass was one of the sacred astronomical
emblems of the Egyptians. Clement of Alexandriapvgives a
description of one of their religious processiomsiorms us
that the singer wentfirst, bearing the symbols of music, and
that he was followed by théoroscopus,bearing in his hand
an hourglass, as the measure of time, together withalm-
branch, these being the symbols of astrology oroasmy. It
was the duty of thehoroscopusto be versed in and able to
recite the four books of Hermes which treat of tlsatence.
One of these books describes the position of tkedfistars;
another the conjunctions, eclipses, and illumimaioof the
sun and moon; and the others their risings andngstt The
hourglass is, therefore, peculiarly an astronomiealblem of
great antiquity. Themoral application of this masonic emblem
Is beautifully given in the "Monitor."

The Anchor, the Scythe, and the Rainbow

Q. Have the anchor, the scythe, and the rainbovwaatrg-
nomical significance?

A. These emblems are only incidentally alluded riothe lec-
tures, and have no particular significance as tp @art of our
ancient rites and ceremonies, except in a geneel. Whey
are all of them emblems which have been for ages cibm-
mon property of all mankind, used either "to p@mhoral or
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adorn a tale." The last two are, however, astronaimin their
inception, as the scythe appertains to Saturn, taedrainbow
is not only a celestial phenomenon, but was alse oh the
emblems of the Eleusinian Mysteries.

The Coffin, Spade, etc.

These are all common emblems of mortality, and dpjpe
as such to the legends of the third degree. Asa#iteonomical
allegory contained in that legend has been fullpl@red and
illustrated, these emblems require no further rémar

The Key-Stone, and the Legend of its Loss

The emblem of the key-stone, as now exhibited, thage
with the legend of the lost key-stone, would apptarbe of
very recent date. They belong to the Mark Mastdegree, as
given to the American rite. The Mark degree, says Ndackey,
was taken by Webb from the Scottish rite. Webb, dmw,
“improved the ritual ancchanged the legendsubstituting one
of his own invention." Another writer informs usathWebb's
Mark degree is founded on the European degree ak Maas-
ter mason—"the sign, token and sacred sign,” ofclwhare
exactly the same as the "due guard, real grip, pmdcipal
sign" of Webb's degree—although it contains no oantof
the "key-stone, "but in its stead thécubic stone."The weight
of testimony from all sources seems to render itage that
the idea of the "key-stone" and the legend condeetéh it,
as given in the American degree of Mark master, ah®lly
the invention of Webb.

In making these additions to the legends and sysniwbl
Freemasonry, Webb, however, was under the necesdity
making what he addedharmonize with the principal legend
of the third degree, as well as that of the RoyathA and, in
doing so, he unconsciously rendered his new legand its
accompanying emblem capable of the same astronbmica
explanation as the original legend, which he ddsite thus
more fully illustrate. We do not mean to be undsodtas

183



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy

saying that Webb ever had any such astronomicalside his
own mind, but, being under the absolute necesditynaking
the machinery of his new degree harmonize with teally
ancient and astronomical legends of the Order, he uncon-
sciously compelled, by a logical necessity, to egnthat which
he supplemented capable of the same astronomitaipiata-
tion as the original and fundamental legends ofef@sonry
themselves.
The emblem of the key-stone and the legend obss |

may thus be astronomically explained:

The Key-Stone
Q. Of what is the key-stone emblematic?

A. Of strength,that being the strongest part of an arch, bind-
ing the several parts together and thus enabling ibid defi-
ance to the elements.

KEY-STONE

Q. Has the key-stone any astronomical allusion?

A. It alludes to the summer solstice, or key of thediacal
arch, in close proximity to which it is now seemdawhere
anciently was located the constellation Leo, algpical of
strength.

The Circle on the Key-Stone

Q. Why is a circle inscribed in the masonic keyast®

A, A circle is the astronomical sign, and Egyptiheroglyph
of the sun. It is placed in the key-stone to detioéesun in
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the summer solsticeexaltedto the summit of the zodiacal arch
(see zodiacal figure opposite page 92).

Q. Are the letters surrounding the circle, with éxglanation
usually given of them correct?

A. As the English language was not spoken at time tof the
building of King Solomon's temple, either by the hbidawvs or
the men of Tyre, thé&nglish sentence which these letters are
said to imply cannot be anything but a very modeamnova-
tion. If the circle and its accompanying lettershielh Webb
placed on his keystone, were borrowed from a mareieat
source, he evidently did not know what their truesaming
was, and so invented an explanation of his own.

The degree of Master Mark Mason, or Past Mastelctwh
was confined to those who had actually presidedmasters,
while it furnished Webb the groundwork for his nelegree,
made no mention of the key-stone. It did, howewthibit the
letters H. T. S. T K. S., to which it would appe&iebb added
a W. and anotherS., for reasons of his own. It is worthy of
remark that the meaning attached to these lettess Varied
considerably. Thus, some fifty or sixty years adjoey were
explained as forming the initials of the followirggntenceHe
That Was Slain Soared To Kindred Spirigdluding to the leg-
end of the death of H. A. B., as related in OlwdDictionary,
and before quoted at length.

The reading of the present day is very differemnirthis,
but the reading is not uniform in all the Statestteg Union. In
some States the letters K. S. are said to standkdgrstone,
and in others for King Solomon. Some are of theniopi that
S. S. stand fosanctum santorumethers that the K. T. alludes
to Knights Templars. It is evident, however, thhere is no
definite limit to this mode of reading the mysteso letters;
for, proceeding on the same principle, we mightpsige them
to mean—Safely Keep This Sacred Secret Within Thy Heart;
Hidden Things We Solemnly Swear To Keep Semr€ethere
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Were Seven Steps To King Solomon's HoaseKnights Tem-
plars Should Sacredly Watch The Holy Sepulchaed thus
until our ingenuity or patience is exhausted. Andid also
equally evident that all methods of reading thestéels, which
are founded on the idea that they are in any walyals of
English words, must be wrong if the emblem is amgcieand
can only be right if it is of quite recent and wioEnglish or
American origin. If, therefore, these letters arfeancient ori-
gin, as arranged in this emblem, we may be quitéaicethat
their real meaning has been entirely lost. If thegve any
ancient meaning, proper investigation and study himigno
doubt, rediscover it; but, as we have no evidendeatewver
that they are ancient, it is not worth while to makny attempt
in that direction.

The legend of the loss of the key-stone and itovexy
may, however, be brought into harmony with the qpal
legend of the third degree, and that of the RoyathA and
thus astronomically explained. All the legends eédmasonry
relating to the finding of that which was lost, eefto theeure-
sis, or discovery, by finding of the sun-god, whose Heat
formed the story of the ceremony of the initiatiamo the
Mysteries.

The key-stone is an astronomical emblem of the a&uthe
summer solstice, or summit of the Royal Arch, afteaving
which he is slain, and his body lost among the myirgigns.
The astronomical hieroglyph of the si®, which is marked
on the key-stone, makes this solar allusion of ldss and
recovery perfectly apparent. It may, therefore, dmnsidered
as but another allegory of the loss of the sunnguthe winter
months, and his discovery again at the vernal equind, as
the name of O. G. M. H. A. B. means the sun, asorbef
explained, the astronomical sign of the s®1 on the key-
stone is equivalent to his name being theremtrk or desig-
nate the stone as appertaining to him.
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The Legend of the Lost Word

Q. What is the meaning of the masonic legend of [ty
word"?

A. This legend, as briefly stated by Dr. Mackeyhis "Sym-
bolism of Freemasonry" (page 300), is as follows:

The mystical history of Freemasonry informs us that
there once existed a WORD of surpassing value, and
claiming a profound veneration; that this word was
known to the few, and that it was at length lositl a
that a temporary substitute for it was adopted.

This idea of a mystic, all-powerful "word"” was ancent
and widely diffused superstition. Just how this iowt origi-
nated has not been handed down to us, either lojtidra or
otherwise. It, however, probably came to be entesthin the
following manner: It is generally known to th@ofane—i.e.,
the uninitiated—that those who were admitted to ‘thbgster-
ies" were entrusted with a certain sacred word,eurs most
solemn pledge not to reveal it to the world; andtlas scien-
tific knowledge, also secretly imparted to thoseowlere ini-
tiated, gave those who took the higher degreespthweer to
work apparent miracles, the ignorant and supeyasti multi-
tude naturally thought, and were perhaps taughtbétieve,
that it was by the use of this "word,"” so sacredbncealed,
that the priests were able to perform all their denful
works. The word was, however, nothing but the "pasd"
which went with the "sign," by which the initiategbuld make
themselves known to one another. This idea of &paaberful
word was very prevalent among the Jews, no doulbivete
from their long stay in Egypt. The notion was tliaits "word"
consisted of the true name of God, together witknawledge
of its proper pronunciation, and that the fortunptessessor of
this knowledge became thereby clothed with superaht
power—that by the speaking of this word he couldfgzen all
sorts of miracles, and even raise the dead. Acegridi the
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Cabalists, "as the very heavens shook, and thelsartbem-
selves were filled with terror and astonishment mvhbis tre-
mendous word was pronounced.”

Jewish tradition states that God himself taught édohis
true name and its correct pronunciation at the rfimgr bush."”
And they believed that Moses, being thus possessedhe
"WORD," used it to perform all his miracles, and to confdun
and overthrow Pharaoh and his hosts. The Jews lafea date,
seeking to account for the wonderful works of Chrasserted
blasphemously that he unlawfully entered the "hofyholies,"
and clandestinely obtained the word used by Mosesich
was engraved upon the stone upon which the arledesihe
superstition in relation to a wonder working wortsoa pre-
vailed among the Arabians, who say that King Solonwas
in possession of this "grand omnific word,” and hy use
subdued thegenii who rebelled against God, many of whom
Solomon imprisoned by the use of his magical seglpn
which the word, contained in a pentacle, was erggta See
the "Story of the Fisherman,” and other tales @& tArabian
Nights," where this legend is alluded to.)

It was from these, and other similar legends thudehy
diffused among the ancient Oriental nations, the tenera-
tion for a particular word arose, together with aarnest
desire to obtain it, and a laborious search forbit,ambitious
believers in its power. All the magicians, enchesteand
wonder workers of the East, and the adepts of tlest\Wvere
supposed to have, in some mysterious way, becom® po
sessed of this "word,” and were known to the asfsraand
students of the occult sciences (not yet so fotg)ndy the
names of "masters,” and the "word" was called bgmththe
"master's word." This ancient superstition seemsédwee left its
impress on our ritual, for the "word," of which weear so
often therein, is assumed to be something more thamere
"pass-word," although we, as masons, now use traseh
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"master's word" in a very different sense from thfahe
adepts of former times.

In former and less enlightened times the possessfothe
true name of God and its proper pronunciation, @mes sub-
stitute for it, authorized by divine commandgere even sup-
posed requisite in order to worship him aright; fior was
ignorantly thought that, if God was not addressed How
own proper name, he would not attend to the caldk, aven
know what the prayers of his worshipers were really
addressed to him, and not to Baal, Osiris, or @upior, if
knowing, would indignantly reject them. In the Eatst address
even an earthly potentate by any other than his @moper,
high, and ceremonious title, was considered botlevarent
and insulting. Among the Jews, however, the proiaion of
the true name was supposed to be followed by summen-
dous effects that aubstitute,for which they believed they had
the divine sanction, was enjoined. Accordingly, fied in the
Old Testament that, whenever the name of God ogcdines
substitute is used instead of the true name. Thed veoibsti-
tuted is generally Adonai,” or Lord, unless the name follows
that word, and therd'Elohim" is used; as,"Adonai Elohim,"
meaning, Lord God. From this long continued useadfubsti-
tute for the real word, the latter, or at least its eotrpronun-
ciation, was thought to be lost. A trace of allsths found in
our ritual, and, perhaps, furnishes the true reasby a sub-
stitute (as Dr. Mackey informs us in the extract \Wwave
quoted above from his "Symbolism" was adopted.

It will be of no use to trace any further the numey super-
stitions and legends in relation to this fabledatgt omnific
word." Dr. Mackey very justly says in the work befomen-
tioned, that it is "no matter what this word was,how it was
lost,” for we now know thaho word can be at present of any
use to a mason, except to serve as a "pass-wardytave his
right to the honors and benefits of some particuta@sonic
body or degree; and for that purpose (apart fronsicler-
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ations of a purelyarchaeological and historical nature, one
word is just as good as another, so long as itp@apriate to
the time and place, and has been established &rpihrpose,
either by ancient usages or some competent authdvitich
learning, however, as might be expected, togethién persis-
tent search, laborious study, and even the pradifcenagical
arts, have been employed in the past ages, and é¢gwen to
within a few years, to discover the ancient wonderking
word by those who believed in its fabled power, foom a
motive of historical curiosity desired to obtain it

According to some the sacréletragrammatonpor four let-
tered name of God in Hebrew, incorrectly pronouncdedo-
vah, was the true word. Others thought that theréiebword
Jah, the ChaldaicBul or Bell, or the Egyptian @ or Owm, the
Hindu Auwm, together with various combinations of them all,
constituted the "grand omnific word." But as thesgeEssion of
no one of them, nor any possible combination ohtheseems
to confer any miraculous powers on the possessather of
them can be the correct one according to ancietitions. If
there ever was such thing as a "grand omnific wdtdat is,
all-powerful word, from omnificus all-creating), it certainly
remains lost to this day, and "I fear it is for eVest,” for cer-
tainly none of the words disclosed, with so muclersm cere-
mony, in certain masonic degrees, confer any saperal
powers on those to whom they are communicated.

Q. What astronomical allusion has the ancient ldgerihe
"lost word," as illustrated in the masonic cerenesfii

A. As the masonic legend of the deposit of the ‘dVoin a
secure and secret place, and its very consequesd, loas
been already quite fully stated by masonic writars,works
sanctioned by the highest masonic authority, theae be no
sort of impropriety in relating it here, for the rpose of show-
ing its primitive astronomical significance. Thegémd is sub-
stantially as follows:
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Enoch, under the inspiration of the Most High, bual
secret temple underground, consisting nifie vaults, or
arches, situated perpendicularly under each othetri-
angular plate of gold, each side of which was aitcub
long, and enriched with precious stones, was fit@d
stone ofagate of the same form. On this plate of gold
was engraved the "word,” or true-name of God; and
this was placed on a cubical stone, and depositethé
ninth or lowest arch. In consequence of the deluge, all
knowledge of this secret temple was lost, togethith
the sacred and ineffable or unutterable name, @s.ag
The lost word was subsequently found in this long-
forgotten subterranean temple by David, when diggin
the foundations for the temple, afterward built by
Solomon his son.

Other versions of this legend ascribe the buildin§ the
underground temple, and the deposit therein of therd,"” to
Solomon, and its discovery to those "who dug thenéations
of the second temple on the same spot, and coniteatith
the 'substitute ark' deposited in the same place."

Both legends, however, agree in stating that theordiv
was buried deep underground, and in thimth arch, or low-
est of them all; that it was lost, and remained ridal in dark-
ness" until it was subsequently found and brouglight.

In ancient times, and according to the mysticalokbgy of
those days; God and the sacred name of God wer@oseq
to be one and the same. The "word" was itself cemed to
be, in some sense, a living, creative power. ThiatoPtaught
that the divine "logos,” or word, was God. But, as we have
shown, the sun was by the ancients universally tedopas the
symbol of God, and subsequently confounded with ,Gab
that the various names of God became also solarenanihe
loss of the solar name, therefore, became but ano#xpres-
sion of the loss of the sun, or sun-god, in the elowhemi-
sphere. Now, let us see how this will harmonize hwithe
legend just related. The sun, having reached thamnmiu of the
zodiacal arch, at the summer solstice, begins soatel
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SUMMER SOLSTICE
June 212! longest day of the year.

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN.

‘WINTER SOLSTICE

Dec.23¢ shortest day
of the year.

Note  In'this Diggram the spectalor is supposed lo be looking Sovrs
as all the Horoscopss are so drawn. '

toward the region of darkness. Fro@ancer he descends to
Leo, from Leo to Virgo, from Virgo to Libra, and so on until
Capricorn is reached, which is thainth sign from the vernal
equinox, and the undermost of one of the zodiacgspond-
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ing to theninth or lowest arch of the secret vault, and there
on the 21st of December, at his lowest declinatetnthe win-
ter solstice, he is lost, and "lies buried in dads)" until,
reviving, he commences his ascent toward the veegainox,
and begins by his more potent rays rebuild that glorious
temple of light and beauty, adorned by flowers dnits,
which the rude assaults of winter have destroyed.

Another allegorical correspondence is found in thet that
the discovery of the word is made according to thasonic
legend, by "three,"” which agrees perfectly with tmember of
sings, Aquarius, Pisces, and Arieand the months January,
February, and March, which separate the wintertiselsfrom
the vernal equinox, when, according to the legehdHwmam,
the sun is found, as before explained.

The sacred name was engraved on a triangular mhte
gold, which, according to astrology, is theolar metal. This
triangular plate, according to the Royal Arch ledjerwas
surrounded by a circle. This triangle within a @rcwould
therefore correctly represent the diagram of thegpEgn year,
as shown on page 21. But, again, the legend infansighat
this triangular plate of gold was fixed to a stafeagate of the
same form. Now each month, the ancient astrologeught,
had its appropriate gem:

TABLE 2.

Jan.,the Garnet. July,the Ruby.
Feb.,the Amethyst. Aug.,the Sardonyx.
March,the Bloodstone. |Sept.the Sapphire.
April, the Diamond Oct.,the Opal.
May,the Emerald Nov.,the Topaz.
June the Agate Dec,the Turquoise.

The agate, therefore, is emblematic of the month of June,
the summer solstice, and the resurrection and aait of the
sun. The whole was placed orwbicalstone, but the cube
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was sacred to Apollo, who is identical with Heliothe sun-
god. The altar of Apollo at Delos was in the formi @ cube.
The symbolism of this legend is therefore perfeot all of its
details—the emblematic correspondence is too atesolio be
accidental. The legend of the lost word is but heotform of
the solar allegory of the death and resurrection Hifam, and
teaches the same lesson.

The Masonic Ark

The ark was one of the principal features of theypEgn
Mysteries. Speaking of the religious ceremonies tbé ancient
Egyptians, Wilkinson says:

One of the most important ceremonies was the "groce
sion of shrines,” which is mentioned in the Rosetta
Stone, and is frequently represented in the wadlilshe
temples. The shrines were of two kinds, the oneora s
of canopy, the other an ark, or sacred boat whigy m
be termed the great shrine. This was carried witaty
pomp by the priests, a certain number being salecte
for that duty, who supported it on their shoulddng
means of long staves passing through metal ringheat
side of the sledge on which it stood, brought tbithe
temple, where it was placed on a stand or table, in
order that the prescriber ceremonies might be per-
formed before it. The same said to have been the cus-
tom of the Jews in some of their religious procassi
as in carrying the ark "to its place, in the oraofethe
house, to the most holy place,” when the temple was
built by Solomon.

(1 Kings 8. See "Ancient Egyptians,” vol. i, pag& P

Wilkinson also says in his notes to "Herodotus,"

The same mode of carrying the ark was adopted by
the Jews (Joshua 3:12; 1 Chron. 15:2, 15; 2 Sam24]15

1 Esdras 1:4), and the gods of Babylon as well fas o
Egypt were borne and "set in their place" in a ksimi
manner (Is. 46:7; Baruch 4:4-26). Some of the shcre
boats, or arks, contained the emblems of life asadbils

ity. which, when the veil was drawn aside, werélpar

194



Chapter 8. Astronomical Explanations (Continued)

seen, and others contained the figure of the digiieit
Nef, or Nou, and some presented the sacred beetle of
the sun, overshadowed by the wings of the two @gur
of the goddess ofhemi, or Truth, which calls to mind
the cherubim of the Jews."

("Ancient Egyptians,” vol. 1, page 270; also, note
Rawlinson's "Herodotus," Book Il, Chapters LVIIIX)

The following drawing is taken from Wilkinson's Kooand
represents the Egyptian ark, with the "sacred ®tetvershad-
owed by the wings of the double goddess of Trutlopied
from the walls of an ancient Egyptian temple.

EGYPTIAN ARK
(WILKINSON)

The principal difference between the Jewish and pEagg
arks is that the Egyptian was more like a "boat" $hape,
according to our ideas of a boat, while the Jewiatk is
described as being of an oblong-square form; thiewever it
may be observed, was the exact form of Noah's ™arks
described by the Jewish Historian in Gen. 6:14-Tbe idea of
a boat is therefore characteristic of both of theaacient
emblems, as, indeed the very name "ark" denotes.

The above is another view of the Egyptian ark ofiri§s
taken from Kitto's "Cyclopaedia of Biblical Litetae." The
heiroglyphics on the side of the ark are the emblesh domin-
ion, stability, and life everlasting, arranged by 3.

This mysterious ark, or chest, which figured in thyster-
ies of Egypt, much more nearly resembled the Jewask in
form. After Typhon had slain Osiris,
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ARK OF OSIRIS

(KITTO)

[IamE

A\ Nad

he inclosed him in achestand cast him into the sea,
thus plunging all heaven in grief and sadness., Isis
when she learned the melancholy news, refused all
consolation, despoiled herself of her ornaments, afti
her tresses, robed herself in the habiliments ofirmo
ing, and wandered forth through the world. Discenso
late and sorrowful, she travelled into all courdrie
seeking the mysterious chest which contained thdy bo
of the lost Osiris. In the meanwhile, the chest was
drawn ashore at Byblos, and thrown into the cewfer
a bush, which, having grown up into a beautiful tree,
had entirely inclosed it. At length, however, theet
was cut down by a king of that country, and used by
him in the construction of a new palace. But Isimlfy
learned the singular fate of the chest, and heseper
vering love was rewarded by the possession of it.
("Philosophical History of Secret Societies," bywRe
Augustus C. Arnold)

The plant which thus indirectly led to the discgveof the
mutilated body of Osiris was held sacred by the Hgns.
The whole story of the death of Osiris and the ifigd of his

body

is admitted to be an astronomical allegory tleé death of

the sun-god, slain by Typhon when the sun was irorge,
which was at that time on the autumnal equinox. taPdin
informs us that
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when the sun was in Scorpio, in the monthAttyr,

the Egyptians inclosed the body of their god Osiris

an ark, or chest,and during this ceremony a great
annual festival was celebrated. Three days after th
priests had inclosed Osiris in the ark, they pagento
have found him again. The death of Osiris was ldetken
by them when the sun, in Scorpio, descended to the
lower hemisphere; and, when he arose at the vernal
equinox, then Osiris was said to be born anew.

The use made of the ark, or sacred chest, in npertai
masonic degrees, derives no one of its particufesen any-
thing narrated in the Bible; on the contrary, itatseso striking
an analogy to the ark of the Egyptian Mysteriest@sat once
disclose the original from which it was copied. Th®sonic
ark, like that of the Egyptian Mysteries, is lost lwdden, and
after a difficult search at last found. The masoark, it is true,
does not, like the Egyptian one, contain the botiythe slain
sun-god Osiris. It does however, contain somethsygboli-
cally representing the true God, and also certaiattars
which, it is claimed, lead to a superior knowledgfehim. The
analogy is therefore perfect, and the astronomaikgory is
strictly preserved.

Q. What is the meaning of the emblem of the key?

KEY,
EMBLEM OF

A. This is a very ancient emblem, and formerly @dd to in
the initiation into the Mysteries, which at oncelagked to the
aspirant all the hidden secrets of religion, andnifhed him
with a key to those allegories and tales under lwitlee sub-
lime facts of astronomy and other sciences wereceaed
from the profane. In Freemasonry it is, more prhpean
emblem of the first degree, which, in like manngémnishes
the candidate with a key, and opens the door t6hiaelen
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mysteries of Freemasonry.” It has, however, beeertdid to
the Royal Arch degree, and invested with a differeeaning.

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN

IRON KEY @ %

(FROM THEBES)

The preceding is a picture of an ancient Egyptiay, kirom
Thebes, and will give a correct idea of the ancientblem
appertaining to the mysteries.

The Lion, the Eagle, the Ox, and the Man

Q. That is the astronomical allusion of these furient
emblems, and why are they thus associated together?

A. They refer to the four great angles of the heayewhere
the equinoctial and solstitial points are situatadd the signs
at these points are, according to ancient astrologlfed "fixed
signs.” Each sign, was, moreover, ruled by thredsgaealled
Decans,the first of which in each sign was called "the pow
ful leader of three." The most important and powedf these
thirty-six celestial gods were the foubecans,who ruled the
four angles of the heavens, and the stability aarpgiuity of
the universe were supposed to be insured by thdrmay Tvere
also calledElobim, and the two who had their seat on the
equator were believed to compel the sun to shirevavhours
over all the earth, as well as to repel him, sd ttemoved on
to the next sign of the zodiac in progressive ardére no less
powerful Elohim, or Decans, who ruled the soldtit@oints
caused the sun to turn back at the tropics, andepred the
order of nature and of the seasons.

In all ancient astrological projections of the hess, the
four great angles of the zodiac, where these dalegbds
were seated, were marked by the figures of the, liba eagle,
the ox, and the man—the constellatibro being anciently at
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the summer solsticeAquarius, depicted as a man pouring
water from a jar, at the winter solstice; ahdurus,the Ox, or
Bull, at the vernal equinox; while the other angbe, autumnal
equinox, was marked by a flying eagle. The quadranft the
celestial sphere were also anciently occupied bg ftour
bright stars Aldebaran, Regulus, Antaresand Fomalhaut.
These were called "royal stars,” and in them the fgreat Elo-
him were believed to dwell. To them divine honorsrev paid
and sacred images erected, in which the lion, thglee the
ox, and the man were variously combined. These emdbl
were worshipped by all ancient nations. The priestsl the
initiated knew them to be nothing more than astnoical
allegories, emblematic representations of the zpdiaut the
superstitious people adored them as real gods. Jées
obtained these four emblems from Egypt. Moses, kewe
forbade their worship, and taught the Israelitesuse them to
denote the points of the compass and the divisiohgheir
camp, by means of banners on which they were gdtur
(Numbers 2). These celebrated emblems are theredbrex
purely astronomical and zodiacal origin, and, whenmoperly
understood (as they were by the initiated), tea@nymof the
most important facts of astronomical science.

The Royal Arch Banner

Q. What is the meaning and origin of the deviceéh@nRoyal
Arch banner which is represented below?

A. The center of the device consists of the figuoéghe lion,

eagle, ox, and man, the meaning of which has justnb
explained. The cross which divides them is a coérrepresen-
tation of the equator, cut at right angles by theag solstitial

colure, The grotesque and imaginary creatures si@nan

each side are also astronomical emblems, being @onded

of the three figures of the man, the eagle, andathe-exhibit-

ing the face and body of a man, the wings of thglegaand

the feet of the ox—emblematic of the winter sokstnd the
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autumnal and vernal equinoxes, as before explairgane
are, however, of the opinion that the lower pafigshe figures
represent the legs of a goat instead of the oxs TWould
make them refer to Capricornus, the Goat, whigdw marks
the winter solstice, thus clearly denoting the tpssion of the
equinoxes," in consequence of which the figure loé tman
(Aquarius) was changed into that of a go@fapricornus), as
the solstitial point lefAquariusand entere€apricornus.

ROYAL
ARCH
BANNER

Capricornus is also identical in mythology with Pavho is
represented as a god, with the body of a man aedets of
a goat. Astronomical emblems and figures similar th@se
compound creatures on the Royal Arch banner werie qu
common among the sun-worshipping nations of artgguand
were calledsphinxes.The Egyptians, who held the constella-
tion Leo in especial reverence, more frequently combined the
human figure with that of a lion, to which they sstimes
added the wings of the eagle. These were cabedro-
sphinxes;others, calledcrio-sphinxes,had the head of a ram,
alluding to the signAries. The winged Greek sphinxes, com-
mon vases, were partly Egyptian and Phoenician. Abgyri-
ans more particularly esteemed the constellaff@urus, and
therefore generally combined the figure of a bulithwthe
head and face of a man, to which the wings of thgleewere
always attached.

In the Assyrian Museum at the Louvre, M. Botta de{sal
a slab taken from the palace of Khorsabad, whichonsa-
mented with figures almost identical with thosetioa Royal
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Arch banner. They have a human head, the wingsnoéagle,

and the legs and feet of an ox. The heads of thAesyrian

sphinxes only differ from those of the banner, ieing cov-

ered by the characteristic Assyrian headdress, veearing the

long ornamented Assyrian beard. Layard also foumabrey

the ruins of Nimroud, sculptures of monsters witle thead of
a lion, the body of a man, and the feet of a bitijch is but

a different combination of the same figures, exgres the

same astronomical ideas. It is, therefore, evideat the Royal
Arch banner is composed wholly of ancient astromaini
emblems. The mottoHoliness to the Lord,"is but a proper
expression of adoration to the great Creator of dtagry heav-
ens, which are so graphically represented by theolavh
device.

The Number "Seven"

Q. Why was themumber seveheld in especial reverence by
all the nations of antiquity?

A. The mystic number seven was held sacred by owieat
brethren for reasons which had a purely astrondmocain.
The reasons for this will lead us to inquire intee torigin of
the division of time into days, weeks, months, gmhrs. We
were naturally induced to divide our time into pes called
days, because the sun makes his apparent diurmalutien
in that time. The Egyptians used to watch for tledideal rising
of the dog-star (Sirius), which, like a faithful gdian, gave
notice of the approaching inundation of the Nileperiod of
the greatest importance to them, as their harvesisended
upon it. By this means a definite period of timeswaarked
off, corresponding to the apparent revolution of gun in the
zodiac. This period was denominated inyear, a word which,
in our language and all northern tongues, whettggar, "
“jaar, " "jaer, " or as in the Persiariyare, "signifies a circle. In
Latin, also, the wordfnnus,a year, andannulus,a circle, are
synonymous. Thus the very word "year" alludes diyedo the
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great circle of the zodiac, and points out the iorigf that divi-
sion of time. This period was further divided bye thevolu-
tions of the moon about the earth. These latterdisidions
were naturally called "moons,” from which is dedveour
word "month. "Among the ancient Egyptians the hieroglyphic
sign for a month is the crescent of the moon. le Hebrew
the same intimate connection between the wamison and
month exists as in English. It was also still further eb®d, by
these early students of the skies, that in eachrlmmonth that
planet assumed in regular order, at fixed periodseven days
each, four distinct phases—the new moon, the fisarter,
the full moon, and the last quarter, the "month"swherefore
divided into four equal parts skverdays each, calledeeks.

All our divisions of time, whether of days, weeksapnths,
or years, have therefore an astronomical origing ame but
measures of the observed motions of the moon, Her year
itself was originally lunar, thesolar year having been subse-
guently adopted on account of its greater accumamy conve-
nience. The moon, among the nations of antiquitgs whe
object of universal adoration. Next to the sun ealty and
splendor the moon leads all the hosts of heavermdy be
that the awful majesty and solemn silence of thatrg vault,
in the midst of which she is seen, caused her fweapmore
strongly to the imagination of the early Orientations than
even the meridian sun itself. It is certain, howewbdat from
ancient Egypt to the distant plains of India, oodh far-off
lands where the Incas ruled, altars were erectedhéo wor-
ship of the moon, and the goddess adored under lttuda
of names, with rites as splendid and awful as thios@ituted
in honor of the sun.

As on every seventh day the moon assumed a newepphas
therefore on every seventh day a festival Liena was cele-
brated. The numbesevenwas thus sacred because it was ded-
icated to the moon. The day set apart for the worsth the
moon was known among most northern nationsramn-
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day"—whence is derived our name for the second dayhef t
week, Monday. The first day of the week being ikelimanner
set apart to the worship of the sun, callsdin-day.” In fact,
each day of the week was set apart to the speaaship of
some one of the heavenly bodies: Sunday to the Blamday
to the moon; Tuesday to Mars; Wednesday to Merclihyrs-
day to Jupiter; Friday to Venus; and Saturday tdurda A
strange reminiscence of this fact is found in thedern names
of all the names of the week, each of which, likenday and
Monday, has derived its name from the planet or godvhich
it was anciently sacred.

Tuesday is derived from the Scandinavian nameMafs.
The name of the day in French Ndardi, derived directly from
the Latin, and meanintVars's day"

Wednesday is from the Scandinavian Merculoden;
hence Woden'sday, or Wednesday. The French name of this
day isMercredi,from the Latin, meaning "Mercury's day."

Our Thursday is from the Scandinavian Jupitdhor;
hence "Thor's day,” and Thursday. The German nari@on-
nerstag, meaning the "Thunderer's day," in allusitm Jupiter
TonansThe French call ileudi,meaning "Jupiter's day."

Friday is named after the Scandinavian Venksa. The
German name i$reitag, with the same derivation and mean-
ing. The French call this dayendredi,which means "Venus's
day."

Saturday is derived from Latin, and means "Satways"
The days of the week may, therefore, be just akdesig-
nated by the planetary signs as by their names:+thu

TABLE 3.

Sunday 9 Thursday
Monday Q@ Friday
Tuesday h Saturday
Wednesday

Q@ O
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It was thus that not only the mysterious changesthaf
moon and the number of the planets, but also thmbeu and
order of their religious festivals, and the wholgstem of
ancient worship, were inseparably and astrononyicalbn-
nected with the numbesevenand "the moon, whose phases
marked and appointed their holy days." (See Cicamno,the
"Tusculan Disputations,” Book I, Chapter XXVIIL.} Is, there-
fore, a matter of no wonder that this number shobhle
been held in especial reverence by all the natmnantiquity,
or that their imagination should have clothed ithwimysteri-
ous and magical virtues. This veneration for thenber seven
was diffused as widely as the worship of the hepvéodies.
The moon was adored in all lands alike, and all im@tions,
especially her weekly phases, observed with supetst rev-
erence. It thus happened that, from similar regstims num-
ber seven was alike considered sacred by natiores veld no
intercourse, the idea being a spontaneous growdm fcom-
mon astronomical causes.

The Word "Seven"

The meaning of thevord seven is also indicative not only
of the lunar origin of the division of time into npeds deter-
mined by the phases of the moon, but also of thgetsality
and identity of the ideas attached to the numbselfit The
Hebrew word schiba, seven, signifiesfullness, or completion.
In the Saxon, Persian, Syrian, Arabic, Phoeniciaand
Chaldean, the word seven has the same significataond
without doubt refers to the moon, whictills,” or becomes
"complete,"seven days. It is easy to see how a word sigrgfyin
"filled,” or "completed," should be adopted to maithke time
when the moon should reach its "full." Before thahe she
had been increasing in size and light, but now ishglled, or
completed; and so, by analogy, the same word ire tivas
also used to mark each period when the other gquiatinct,
phases of the moon reached maturity.
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The "Figure" Seven

Our figures, 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., are called the Amabnumerals
because we derive them from the Arabians, whos ithbught,
received them from India. Their true origin is ldst the dim
light of extreme antiquity. It is, however, probabthat, like
the zodiacal and planetary signs, they were orilyinhiero-
glyphs. Now, as each seventh day, when the moounmess a
new phase, she has traversed just one quarter robrbé, we
might naturally expect that the hieroglyphic reprasig the
word "seven" would, in harmony with the ancient noet of
writing, be "aright angle, 90°, or one fourth part of a circle."
And so, indeed, we find it to be, with only suclgist varia-
tion as would necessarily result from a constarg of ages,
after its emblematic meaning was lost, and only atbitrary
signification was retained. For illustration, et | be the orig-
inal hieroglyph, denoting a period of a quarter otation of
the moon, 90°, and indicating that the moon haledfi" or
"completed,"” schiba (seven), one of her phases. The change
from 1 to 7 is but slight; is but the natural result oé tifficulty
of rapidly, and without instruments, making @rrect right
angle by the union of two perfectly straight lineshile the
lines becoming slightly curved only tended to give charac-
ter a more finished and graceful appearance.

TRIPLE TAU
Triple Tau

This emblem is not adopted in American Freemasobuy,
placed in the center of a triangle and circle, bethblems of
the Deity, it constitutes the jewel of the RoyalchAras prac-
ticed in England, where it is so highly esteemetbdse
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calledthe "emblem of all emblems," and the "gramtblem of
Royal Arch Masonry."

The original signification of this emblem has beeari-
ously explained. Some suppose it to include th&alsei of the
Temple of Jerusalem, T. HTemplum Hierosolymoe)but, as
the tau crossas an emblem is much older than the Temple of
Jerusalem, this can not be correct; besides, ner athidence
is offered for this solution than that the lettérs H. stand for
the words "Templum Hierosolymoe.'We might just as well
conclude that the letters stand for "Thrice Hol{firam Tyr-
ian," or the name of any other thing for which teders T. H.
or H. T. may be the initials. Neither is any prooffered to
show that the emblem is really composed of theergtfT and
H, instead of three tau crosses united. Othersitssya symbol
of the mystical union of the Father and Son, H i§gmy Jeho-
vah, and T, or the cross, the Son. A writer in "M@® Maga-
zine" ingeniously supposes it to be a represematd three
T-squares, and that it alludes to the three jevedldhe three
ancient grand masters. But these solutions are sigmested
without any proofs, while the fact that thau crossas an
emblem antedates the Christian era, effectuallypodies of
one of them. It has also been said that it is a agmam of
Hiram and Tyre, and others assert that it is onijadification
of the Hebrew letteshin, which was one of the Jewish abbre-
viations of the sacred name. Oliver thinks, from @nnection
with the circle and triangle in the Royal Arch jdwthat it was
intended to typify the sacred name as the authetashal life.

The same objection may be made to these conjectoces
proof is advanced by their authors to support therile the
monuments and hieroglyphs of Egypt show that tdue cross
was in use as an emblem before the era of Hiram.Mackey
says that, among so many conjectures, he need esitate to
offer one of his own, and remarks as follows:

The prophet Ezekiel speaks of tae, or the tau cross,
as the mark distinguishing those who were to bedav
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on account of their sorrow for their sins, from ghp
who, as idolaters, were to be slain, it was a mark
sign of favorable distinction, and with this alloisi we
may, therefore, suppose the triple tau to be usethé
Royal Arch degree as a mark designating and séparat
those who know and worship the true name of God
from those who are ignorant of that august mystery.

This is much nearer the truth, but is not, aftet, any
explanation of either the meaning or origin of themblem
itself. It is only a suggestion of the reason why nay have
been adopted by the Royal Arch degree, as beingoppate
to its spirit. Dr. Mackey leaves us in the dark wigzekiel
speaks of it as an emblem of life and salvation:

The English Royal Arch Lectures say that "by itsein
section it forms a given number of angles that rbay
taken in five several combinations; and, reducdwkirt
amount in right angles will be found equal to theef
Platonic bodies, which represent the four elemeartd
the sphere of the universe."

But this, if true, throws no light on the subjecthe tau
cross, as an emblem in various forms, is found be #ancient
monuments of Egypt, and in order to discover ital renean-
ing, and how it came to be used as a symbol, wé kédve to
go back to a period long before the era of Kingp8ain.

Q. What is the origin and meaning of the triple?au

A. The triple tau is the ancient symbol of the tarposs, three
times repeated and joined at a common center. fhe cross
is the same in shape as the Greek letter T, whiclalso called
tau, and was anciently considered as an emblem of lifewas
held to be a sacred mark, and was placed upon dhehdads
of those who escaped from shipwreck, battle, orermtlgreat
peril of life, in token of their deliverance fromeath. This is
why the tau is mentioned in Ezekiel (4:4-6) as thmark set
upon the foreheads of the men" who were to be prede
alive. The name by which this emblem is known pototits
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origin, and also the reason why it is selected raemblem of
life. The wordtau is derived from an Egyptian or Coptic root,
meaning a bull or cow, and the constellation arttjemark-
ing the vernal equinox. This word, with a Latin Greek ter-
mination, is found in both those languagekaurus (Latin), a
bull, and theTauros (Greek), meaning the same. The ancient
hieroglyphic sign of the constellation Taurus arfee tvernal
equinox is in the formY, as an astronomical sign, represent-
ing the face and horns of a bull. It is now constdeestab-
lished that letters were derived from the ancierrdylyphs,
and, when the phonetic mode of writing was inventedny
of those letters retained the name of the objeathvkhe orig-
inal hieroglyphs, or pictures, were intended taespnt.

These hieroglyphs, in process of time, assumed ran fo
more and more arbitrary, so much so that, at ldsty lost
almost all resemblance to the original picture,wdfich, how-
ever, many of them still retained the same. It Wass that the
drawing of the face and horns of a bull became aenuait-
line, and assuming this forr, as an astronomical sign. Even
this did not remain permanent, for, after it camebe used as
a letter, it happened, either from carelessnessamvenience
in writing, that the circle representing the facé the bull
became a straight line. The same kind of a champeas to
have taken place with the original picture of Aries the head
and horns of a ram; which from the actual pictubecame
finally like this, Y, its present form as an astronomical sign. It
was in just the same way thd, Taurus,became changed, as
shown by Figure 3, after it came into use as a&deffhe next
change was as shown by Figure 4, and, finally, dbmicircle
of the horns, like the circle formerly representitige face,
became a straight line also, and the charactermass$uthis
form, T.

208



Chapter 8. Astronomical Explanations (Continued)

These changes may be represented at one view|@agso

1 2 3 4 5
TAURUS AND TAU CROSS
The first of these is the original hieroglyphic tpie of the
head and horns of a bull; the second is the astnmab sign
of Taurus, and, as such, for astronomical purposes has
retained that form, probably because so seldom tmed in
comparison to its subsequent employment as a ;ldtter third
shows the transition of the second into the fourdfter it
began to be used alphabetically, and is one fornthef Greek

letter tau; the last is the Greek and Roman capatia) which is
identical to the tau cross.

The common name of all these characters, it will be
observed, from the first pictorial representatioh the head
and horns of a bull, and including the siTnis tau, meaning a
bull or cow. For the real name is tau, thes" of the Latin and
the "os" of the Greek being nothing but the uswmtnation
characteristic of those languages. The Phoenicemenof the
letter T, according to Rawlinson, is alstau, meaning,
however, "bread” in that language. But, as the bread is the
nourisher and "staff of life,” the word is equivatleto the
Egyptian "giver of life." The real meaning and figtive signifi-
cance of the Phoenician word for bread thus becoatesnce
apparent; it may have had a double as well as ardilye
meaning. Even in the Egyptian the word has a measing-
gestive of agriculture and the raising of graint af which
bread is made, for the Coptic wotldour meant abull, and its
verbathor meantto plow.

The constellation Taurus was anciently at the Jestai-
nox, and was considered by the Egyptians (for resadwefore
fully explained) the emblem of a perpetual returtife; the
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sign Taurus, and consequently the tau cross, thus becdhee
expressive symbol of the vernal equinox and of imadiby.
The letter, or symbol, together with the mythologgnnected
with it, was adopted by the Greeks, perhaps, iotyre
through the Phoenicians, for the Greeks claim toehbeen
taught the letters by Cadmus, a Phoenician. Thegtong is
probably the origin of the lettetau, and the peculiar signifi-
cance attached to it.

Rawlinson, in his notes to "Herodotus," Book V, Qtea
LVIIl, holds that the Greeks derived their lettedgectly from
the Phoenicians, for the reason that they are csiitglar in
form, and that their names all have a significancéhe Phoe-
nician language of the object which they were oadly
intended to represent; while, on the other hanejr tihames
have no meaning whatever in the Greek tongue. Imerot
words, he argues that the names of the lettersPacenician,
and not Greek, and that, therefore, the Greeks ragé bor-
rowed their letters directly from the PhoenicianBhis he
shows conclusively by the table of letters with itheames,
which he gives. This list of names, however, proyaest as
conclusively that the Phoenicians themselves did inoent
the letters, but simply translated their names ititeir own
language when they began to use them. The nanasldted
into English, are as follows:

A Bull, A Paling, A Prop,
ATent, A serpent, An Eye,
ACamel, AHand, A Mouth,

A door, The Hollow An Axe,
A Window ofaHand, A Head
A Hook, A Prick-stick, A Tooth, and
A Lance water, Bread
A Fish,

The Phoenicians, it is certain, were a maritimdonatThey
were wholly commercial in their character, and thsost
renowned people of all antiquity for their navalrquts. Had
they invented the letters, the objects which tlieids most
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certainly would have represented would have been aof
marine and commercial nature. We would expect nd &hips,

boats, sails, ropes, rudders, anchors, chains,, card that
class of objects. None of these, however, appearthe con-

trary, the objects are all pastoral or agriculturaltheir charac-
ter, indicative of a people engaged in those ptssua people
who used the bull to plow with, and whose comméreiater-

prises were not conducted on the sea by ships.

It is another significant and almost conclusivet fd@t each
and every one of these "objects,” except the caarel, found
in profusion among the hieroglyphic pictures of thgyptians,
and were in daily and familiar use in all their t@n inscrip-
tions, as we find them on their monuments and $grdp
even to this day. This is true of no other ancipabple, and
the conclusion becomes irresistible that the Plooems,
whose ships and traffic brought them in frequenttact with
the Egyptians, borrowed of them their letters oriveiel them
from the hieroglyphics of Egypt. They naturally,daalmost of
course translated the names of the various obpots animals
represented in the hieroglyphs into their own Pruan
tongue. This the Greeks, when they in turn borroviredh the
Phoenicians, did not do, probably because, when hiego-
glyphs reached them, they had assumed a more aaybifiorm,
and one so far removed from the original picturesta render
any such translation wholly unnecessary, if notosgible.

That the Phoenicians, a people preeminent for tivege-
nuity and skill, greatly improved on the Egyptiarethnd, and
reduced the hieroglyphs to a more strictly alphabahd arbi-
trary form and use, is highly probable, if not aert but that
the originals of the letters, together with theamres, first came
from Egypt, is also just as certain. The improvetsewhich
the Phoenicians made in the art of writing by Isttevas, no
doubt, as much due to the fact that they were firee certain
religious obligations, which hampered an advandéai
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direction by the Egyptians, as to their own chamastic inge-
nuity and national aptitude for scientific pursuits

It may be urged, as an objection to our derivatadnthe
letter tau, that, in the Phoenician and Hebrew aipks, the
letter A is namedaleph, meaning a bull. The Greeks, also,
called the letter Aalpha, adopting the Phoenician name. But
the soundof A is also represented in the Egyptian hierogé/ph
by the tau cross. The very fact, therefore, tha& Bhoenician
letter A was named a bull, shows that the Egyptaun cross
had a name with a similar meaning, addl represent not
only a bull, but specifically the sacred bull cdll&pis, which,
according to the Egyptian system, gave it the soointhe let-
ter A, for the use of the hieroglyph as a lettdiofeed the first
sound of the name of the object represented. b alsows
that the allusion of the tau cross of Egypt wasthe vernal
equinox, and the constellation of the bull therefor, which
reason it was an emblem of life and a return te. l&pis was
the name of the sacred bull, under which emblenfation the
Egyptians worshipped Osiris, the sun-god.

In the Chaldaic alphabets it is the letter T whishsaid to
have been originally represented by a bull In thghabet of
Cadmus the letter T is a cross, similar to anotifethe Egyp-
tian signs for the letter A. Now, if all these adplets were in
fact originally derived from the hieroglyphics ofg¥pt, this is
just the sort of confusion which we would naturadlypect to
exist respecting the name and form of the letteranl A
among the earlier alphabets of other nations, wtamstated
the names into their own language, and began tothem on
the Egyptian system, and according to the initiaungls of
those names.

In some of these alphabets the letter A, whileo#t Ithe
form of the cross, retained the name of a bullnasdistinction
would naturally be made by other nations betweeat partic-
ular bull namedApis, sacred to the Egyptians only, and a bull
generally.
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In other alphabets both the name and form might be
retained, but the name being translated into anoldmeguage,
the letter might be used as the symbol of anotlbeind. The
Greek Tauros and Latin Taurus have the wordtau as a com-
mon root, which may have been derived from the HEggpor
Coptic kau, a cow or bull, orathor The Arabicthour, a bull is
evidently the same aathor, the "a" only being dropped. Such
changes as these would cause the hieroglyphic cfighe bull
to represent in some languages the sound of T anepbf that
of A.

CRUX ANSATA,
EMBLEM OF

ETERNAL LIFE
(EGYPTIAN)

The specific ancient Egyptiariemblem of eternal life,"
however, does not appear to have been adoptedsircoin-
plete form by other nations—that is, as a lettés. form was
abbreviated, although its symbolical meaning waimed to
some extent. The Egyptian symbol of eternal lif|, iis
unabridged form, is as below, and was known inrléatees as
the "Cruz Ansata." Aswill be seen,it is nothing more than the
"tau cross" surmounted by a circle, sometimes madme-
what oval in shape. The entire hieroglyphic was bplby
originally the picture of the head and horns of @l ,bsur-
mounted by the orb of the sutlus expressing in a still more
direct and specific manner the sun in Taurus.

It was thus they were accustomed to repredgpis. This
symbol, from its constant use at first as a sa@edblem, and
finally, as a letter, or hieroglyphic, would natllyaassume
more and more of an arbitrary form. The face anthdi®@f the
bull would gradually take the shape of a crosfedere
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described, and the orb of the sun which surmourntebtbse
somewhat its perfect circular form. The whole hgtyph
would thus finally assume an arbitrary form, likeat here rep-
resented. If this conjecture be correct, it fullpkains why this
peculiar symbol denoted among the Egyptians etelihel—
the reason for which, according to both Wilkinsomd aKen-
drick, has as yet remained in obscurity. (See Kekdr
"Ancient Egypt," vol. i, page 254; Wilkinson's "Aeat Egyp-
tians," vol. 1, page 277.)

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ N

GODDESS OF TRUTH
AND JUSTICE HOLDING

CRUX ANSATA
(WILKINSON)

This Egyptian emblem was subsequently named Ghex
Ansata, or "cross with a handle,” because it was thouglet th
circle was nothing more than a handle for the psepof car-
rying the cross. It is, in fact, often representesdbeing so car-
ried on the sculptures, but quite as frequentlyentise. The
following cut shows the "sign of life" held by tHewer end, in
the hand of the double goddess of Truth and Justice

The idea advanced by some, that it is a key, deriite or
no support from the monuments; besides this, thgptan
form of a key was entirely different, as is seeonfrthe draw-
ing which accompanies our explanation of the masoni
emblem of "the key."

TheCrux Ansatavas adopted by the early Christians of
the East as an appropriate symbol of their faitie dld
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inscriptions of the Christians at the Great Oases a
headed by this symbol, and it is also found in safe
their monuments at Rome. (Wilkinson)

Among the ancients the cross in this for+y, was also consid-
ered a sacred emblem, as it pointed to the fourtepsaof the
heavens, and embraced both the celestial and treatelsemi-
spheres. It was thus a symbol of the universe, exutessive
of the perpetual life and endless duration of reaturhe Rosi-
crucians also taught that this form of the cross wee symbol
of light, because it contained in its formation the ancient
Roman letters LVX,Jux, the Latin word forlight. Whether this
beautiful conceit was invented by them or deriveanf
ancient sources is unknown.

The tau cross, is as has been shown, an anciertosyoh
Egypt denoting salvation and eternal life. The I¢ripau, being
a combination of the tau croskree timesrepeated, teaches us
that "we have an immortal part within us that shaltvive the
grave, and which shall nevemever, NEVER die" (Masonic
Lecture).

The Astronomical Triple Tau
Q. Has the triple tau any further astronomical sicgtion?

A. It has—for, when the geometrical principles upahich it
is erected are analyzed, it will be found to repnes symboli-
cally, the Royal Arch, together with its three piple points,
and many other astronomical particulars. In orderekplain
this more fully, let us draw out on our "trestleabd’ a triple-
tau. We will first draw the lineA B (see the following
diagram), representing the great equinoctial coluve this
describe a semicircle, and erect the Royal Arcle (Hastration
on page 69). Next distinguish the two equinoctiaings by
two parallel lines, in the same manner as the igalspoints
are marked in the emblem of "a point within a @fcl(see
page 130). Draw the lin€ D, representing the summer sol-
stice and tropic of cancer, in the same mannehasrsin the
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GEOMETRICAL
TRIPLE TAU

emblem last referred to. The lines at the extrewitof A B are
perpendicular to it, and in a properly drawn tripéel the lines
M N, O P,andK L, are all equal to each other, and equal to the
radius of the circle which may be inscribed witittrem. The
radius of any circle is one sixth of its circumiece, and,
therefore, is achord of an arc of 60°. It therefore follows that
the lineK L is divided by the perpendicular C D into two parts,
each of which represents 30°, or one sign of théiaro The
same is true of the lines M N a@ P, each of which is divided
by A B into parts representing ehord of 30°. The lineO P is
thus thechord of the two signsY and &, the lineK L is the
chord of X and €, and the lineM N of §& and np, which consti-
tutes 180°, and takes us to the first point of &il&), at the
autumnal equinox.

The first six signs of the zodiac, reaching frone trernal to
the autumnal equinox, and constituting the RoyalchArof
heaven, are therefore represented with geometcatision
by the exterior lines of the triple tau, while tla¢ same time,

SUMMER SOLSTICE
o5 i
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the lineK L represents the summer solstice, and the d3
and M N the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. Thisrgeocal
analysis of the triple tau reveals the fact thaisita striking
symbol of the Royal Arch, and the exaltation of sua therein,
and several other astronomical particulars. Thiswdrg is
what may be termed the astronomical triple tau.

The three principal points of the zodiacal arcleggslained
on page 69, are emblematic of wisdom, strength, ality;
on these the whole arch of heaven seems to rest.tfiee
parallel perpendicular lines, as they representséhthree
points, are also emblematic of wisdom, strengtll beauty,
and, as a perpendicular line is the geometricalb®yraf a pil-
lar, they may be said to denote the three greabm@asol-
umns placed in a triangular form. It was these emiblic
pillars that Job alluded to when, speaking of TAGO. T. U.,
he said, "The pillars of heaven tremble and arenéstied at
his reproof (Job 26:11). The three masonic columin$wis-
dom, strength, and beauty,"” must not be confourvdéd the
"pillars of the porch.” The latter have a differesthblematic
meaning, which has already been explained.

The Quadruple Tau

That part of the zodiac embracing the summer selsand
reaching from the vernal to the autumnal equinaas won-

SUMMER SOLSTICE

PILLARS OF

WISDOM,

STRENGTH,

AND BEAUTY

Strength
Wisdom Beauty
AUTUMNAL EQUINOX VERNAL EQUINOX
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sidered the most important and sacred by the atsgien
because the sun was therein exalted, and becausabitaced
the whole of the seasons of springtime and harléss that
part of the zodiac only which is therefore représdnin the
symbol of the triple tau. If, however, we uniteoine emblem

TRIPLE TAU AND CIRCLE

EMBORDERED WITH I | | | < )
PARALLEL LINES [ | |
COMBINED —

the triple tau and that of "a circle emborderedtiyp parallel
lines," we will have a correct geometrical repréagon of the
whole zodiac, the four principal points of whichliwalso be
designated in a similar manner, by which it will been that
the two emblems are in fact but parts of one cotapldnole.

The union of these two masonic emblems gives us the
device which appears between them in the aboveraiiag
which, as will be seen, is another ancient and -sdwn
emblem, sometimes called the "cross of Jerusaléimconsists
of the tau cross four times repeated, and joineé @mmon
center, which is really that of the zodiac. Thecleirabout that
center is sometimes exhibited in this emblem, lsumiore fre-
quently left out, as not being required to exprgssmeaning,
and adding nothing to its beauty. This emblem wdogd more
properly known under the name of tlguadruple tau. This
emblem was brought by the Crusaders from the East, they,
ignorant of its true meaning, adopted it as the kxynof their
faith, from its supposed resemblance to the Chnstross.

The quadruple tau represents at one view the euinie
verse. The central lines, one of which herizontal and the
other perpendicular,thus crossing each other aght angles,
point to and embrace the four quarters of the taleand ter-
restrial spheres. The limits of the sun's circuitoa the stars,
both at the solstitial and equinoctial points, designated by
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QUADRUPLE
TAU

the lines at the extremities of the central onaced at right
angles to bar the way. Two of them represent thistisal
points, which is in entire harmony with the emblesh the
“circle embordered by two parallel lines,” from wihithey are
derived, as explained in our description of thatblm on
page 129. The other two, taken from the triple teepresent
the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, as has beeraieagl in
our remarks on the astronomical triple tau. Thedgugle tau,
moreover, being composed entirely of "right anglbesrizon-
tals, and perpendiculars,” contains within itself the secret
signs of Freemasonry, a fact which | am not peeditto fur-
ther explain. It will, however, be apparent to gvéibright
mason,” who can soon study them all out for himself

Q. Are there any remaining masonic emblems whicte met
been explained?

A. The gavel, the rough and perfecashlar, the twenty-four
inch gauge, the trowel, the plumbline and level; also the
mallet, chisel, and pickaxe appertaining to the Royal Arch
degree, have not been astronomically explainedausec all
of them are nothing more than the mechanical tadlghose
operative masons and architects who (as will besegiently
explained), after the Mysteries ceased to be caleby
assumed entire control of our Order, and which thegrafted
into the ancient ritual at a comparatively recerdted as
emblems of their art. Had they at that tinmventedthe whole
ritual, originated the entire matter, no other eanfid but those
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of a like exclusive mechanical import would have eme
adopted. Those other sublime astronomical allegorend
pure scientific symbols, with the elevated phildsppthey
teach, would never have been found in FreemasoMy. are
indebted to Preston, Webb, and Cross for a fineamapplica-
tion of the gavel, twenty-four inch gauge, etc. yhequire no
further explanation.

With the exception of these, all the other ancisyinbols
have been found to have an astronomical origin @@@ning.
It is also a strong confirmation that no contradict exists
among them when thus explained. Theparate astronomical
explanation of eactone of them is in perfect harmony, not
only with all the others, but also with the maimtwal allegory
of the annual passage of the sun among the starsheof
zodiac, his death during the winter months, hisirretto life at
the vernal equinox, and his exaltation at the sunsuokstice.

The Words "Mystery" and "Masonry"

Q. Is there any connection between the words "mys&and
"masonry"?

A. If, in fact, the masonic institution, as Mackeynd Oliver
both admit, was descended from the ancient "Myederithere
should be some close connection between the wonalgs-"
tery" and "masonry,” even if the latter is not dthe derived
from the former. The word "mystery,” which origihahad an
exclusive meaning, came in process of time to héawvee dif-
ferent meanings, all derived from the original one:

1. It was the name of theacred dramawhich constituted
the ceremony of initiation into the secret religgoassociations
of the ancients, which were so named from the theat the
"aspirant” for initiation was blindfolded. The wotdnystery" is
derived from the Latinmysterium,from the Greekuvoriplov,
from pvoTiis, from pveiv, to shut the eyes.

2. In the middle ages it came to be applied to a whffe
sort of "sacred drama,"” founded on the legendae{hris-
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tian religion. These "Mysteries" or religious dranawere,
however, performed in public, and had no elementsedrecy
about them.

3. Another use of the word "mystery" arose from fhet
that all scientific knowledge was formerly conceblen the
ancient Mysteries, and communicated only to thetiated.
Great skill, therefore in any art which requirediestfic
knowledge, anciently implied initiation into the Bigries.
Hence, in process of time, and even after the Migstethem-
selves were suppressed, the word "mystery" wasiegppbo
any art which required scientific knowledge in dddhi to
manual dexterity. The art of architecture is oneiclhrequires
not only a proficiency in geometry, but severalestlsciences.
In more ancient times, owing to the peculiar positand con-
struction of temples, considerable knowledge ofroasimy,
even, was required by the architect. This art wesefore pre-
eminently above all others denominated a "mysteand the
words "mystery" and "masonry'—i.e., architecture-cdrae
synonymous in meaning. Architecture was thus priybdbe
first one of the arts called a "mystery”; this narhewever, at
length came to be applied to all the arts withotstimkction,
including even those wholly mechanical.

There can be no doubt that all the early architeatdeast,
like the Tyrian artists who directed the work ae thuilding of
King Solomon's temple, derived the scientific knedde
required for their profession from having been iatéd into
the Mysteries of Dionysus. The word "masonry" haserb
thought to be derived from several different rodiyg, different
writers, but it is not so far removed either innfiolor meaning
from the word "mystery" but that it might not havseen
derived either directly or indirectly from it. Ira¢t, Hutchinson,
in his "Spirit of Masonry," advances the idea thtia¢ word is
derived from a corruption of the Latimysterium,but fails to
give any satisfactory reason for his opinion. Thaedoing
considerations, however, tend to show thathigectureis
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not without some support. The derivation of the dvor
"mason” from the french"'magon,” a house, will only take us
back to the Mysteries by another path, for the wdrdagon”
is derived from the Latinmaceria, a wall or inclosure, which
carries with it the idea of secrecy, and the exolusof all who
have not a right to enter. Thus, all those who wew initi-
ated into the Mysteries were called the profane—igo-fano,
those without the temple—and who had no right tderrat all
times. The words "temple" and "house" were also iesutly
synonymous. (See 2 Kings 6:7-9; also, 2 Chron. Brpther
J. H. Little, formerly G. H. P. of Virginia, derige the word
"Freemasonry” directly from the Egypto-Coptic, andses the
following language on the subject:

Great mistake has arisen from the very name we, bear
and many do not understand what we are, or what our
name itself means. Masons are not free, in theesans
which the word is sometimes use; they are positivel
bound by absolute laws, they are the slaves oh tauid
their word—unqualified obedience to their duty. The
profane are free, the mason is not. The origin of o
name shows this. Our title is "Freemason,” and this
not an English word, nor is our Order of Englishgior.

The name is not of any of the languages of modern
Europe, nor is it found in the classic tongues oédse
and Rome; nor is it a part of the languages of &yri
Tyre, or Chaldea, nor is it Hebrew. More ancienanth
all, it comes from a nation that had organizatiar;hi-
tecture, and literature, before Abraham first behtie
stars glitter above the plains of Shinar. It isnirahe
language of ancient Egypt; that wonderful land wher
all antediluvian science and art was preserved and
extended, where a system of priestly and kingly -gov
ernment was carried out which has been the wonéfler o
the world; that land where men of science, orgahize
into a close and secret organization, ruled; whibey
created a mystic language, and where they erebiesk t
mighty works of architectural skill whose undes&dy
firmness still amazes the world—among these ancient
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sages the sun was an object of veneration, asdiev
power of life and light. In their language it islled
Phre, and in the same languageas meansa child.
Hence, being born of light, that is, knowledge oéry
kind, physical, moral, and intellectual, they cadltaem-
selvesPhre-massen-Children of the Sun, or Sons of
Light. They inculcated and practiced purity andfger
tion of the body, control of all the passions, oorai
purity, and devoted themselves go the intense stfidy
all intellectual acquirements. Now, this is Freema-
sonry—we are true Sons of Light.

(St. Louis "Freemason's Monthly," January, 1872)

Q. How came operative architects, or masons, thdést
custodians of the secrets of the ancient Mysteries?

A. It has no doubt been a puzzle to more than evigy the
architects and temple-builders of antiquity shouidve been
so intimately connected with the Mysteries, and sthiiave
been in a position to hand down their essentialretgcand
philosophical teachings, from generation to gemamat to
those skilled workmen who came after them. In otherds,
how was it that theoperative masons, or architects, became
special guardians, and their guilds, or associatitire deposi-
tories of these philosophical mysteries? If a gaod sufficient
answer to this question can be found, one greamiding
block and source of skepticism will be removed. sThQuestion
we think we can answer. The ancient Mysteries, saswell
known, were celebrated in the hidden recesses eftemples.
In order to present the grand and impressive drafmanitia-
tion, many secret chambers, doors, and labyrinttpassages
had to be constructed within the interior; also,cmungenious
mechanism, by which wonderful and sublime spectacul
effects were produced. It was, therefore, a matfenecessity
that the building of a temple (except the bare idatswalls)
should be intrusted only to those who had been duljated.
Any "tattling mechanic" might otherwise disclosee ttwhole
secret. Such operative architects and artistsefibier, who
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were known and distinguished as the most cunningkmen,
were initiated in all branches of the Mysteries,cdese their
services were imperatively necessary.

Among the buildings uncovered at Pompeii is a tempif
Isis, which is a telltale of the Mysteries of thegyftian deity,
for the secret stairs which conducted the priestseen to an
opening back of the statue of the goddess, throwghose
marble lips pretended oracles were given and wgsnin
uttered, now lies open to the day, and reveals ikbole
imposition. ("A Day in Pompeii,” "Harper's Magazjheol. ii.)

When the sages of India conducted Apollonius to the
temple of their god, singing hymns and forming a
sacred march, the earth, which they struck withirthe
staves in cadence, was agitated like a boister@as s
and raised up nearly two feet, then calmed itselfl a
resumed its usual level. The act of striking witheit
sticks betrays the necessity of warning workmenpo wh
were placed beneath, to raise a moving stage abvere
with earth—an operation plainly effected by the aifd
mechanism, very easy to be comprehended. It isaprob
ble a similar secret existed in other temples. Ehgl
travelers who visited the remains of the temple of
Ceres, at Eleusis, observed that the pavement ef th
sanctuary is rough and unpolished, and much lower
than that of the adjacent portico. i$t therefore probable
that a wooden floor on a level with the portico emd

the present floor, and concealed a vault desigreed t
admit of the action of machinery beneath the samgtu
for moving the floor. In the soil of an interior stébule
they observed two deeply indented grooves, or ruts,
and as no carriage could possibly be drawn intg thi
place, the travelers conjectured that these weo®vgs

to receive the pulleys which served in the Mysterie
raise a heavy body—"perhaps," said they, "a moving
floor." In confirmation of this opinion, they peiged
further on other grooves which might have served fo
the counterbalances to raise the floor; and theso al
detected places for wedges, to fix it immovabletls
desired height. These were eight holes fixed ickdo
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of marble, and raised above the floor, four onrtgbt
and four on the left, adapted to receive pegs @fela
dimensions.

We are also informed that, in order to descend itite
caves of Trophonius, those who came to consult dhecle
placed themselves before an aperture apparently namow
to admit a middle sized man; yet, as soon as theekrhad
entered it, the whole body was rapidly drawn in sgme
invisible power. The mechanism used for this puepasas
connected with other machinery, which at the sarme t
enlarged the entrance to the grotto. The person whaot to
consult this oracle was obliged to make certainrifsaes, to
bathe in certain rivers, and to anoint his bodyhwoil. He was
then clothed in a linen robe, and, with a cake ofdy in his
hand, he descended into the grotto in the manndoree
described. What passed there was never revealedthbuper-
son on his return generally looked pale and dajectEhe
individual whose name this cave bore was an amthié great
skill, and in conjunction with his brother, Agam&lewas the
architect of the temple of Apollo, at Delphi; antey were, of
course, the designers and constructors of all thechanical
secrets of that temple, no doubt far more ingeniand terri-
fying in their nature than those of the oracularvecaust
described. The Mysteries being also celebratedhan temple,
the demand for secrecy was imperative, and thestgridear-
ing that the initiation of Trophonius and Agamidesuld not
insure their silence, resorted to assassinatione Tnothers
were desired by the god, through the priests, tocheerful,
and to wait eight days for their reward; at the efdwhich
period they were found dead in their beds—the testilpoi-
son, or some other secret means of murder. (Seeer8al
"Philosophy of Magic," vol. 1, Chapter XI).

Instances might be multiplied of the secrets inedhin the
construction of ancient temples, which made it attenaof
necessity that the architects should be initiatedlowed to
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live. But enough has been advanced to make it plaét the
initiation of operative architects was a matter absolute
necessity, When the Mysteries were discontinueder athe
advent of Christianity as the state religion of tiRoman
Empire, it was no longer necessary for the tempitdbrs to
belong to any such organization, but by that tinmgerative
architects had found that the bond of union whibk tnitia-
tion into the Mysteries had established among thems useful
and profitable. It enabled them to keep the highecrets of
their art among themselves, thus giving them a rpolyo of
the whole business of temple-building. They weresthalso
enabled to assume an independence and consequapae,
which followed the favor of princes and those highauthor-
ity, who desired their services to erect a palaceboild a
cathedral. The operative architects, therefore,t kep their
secret organization, and thus preserved the odoeiltwhich
originally united them in the Mysteries, of whosegénds,
signs, and emblems they became the last custodadtes, the
Mysteries themselves had fallen into disuse, amasex® to be
celebrated either at Athens or Rome. Thus origthatieose
mysterious "travelling Freemasons" of the middleesagwho
left so many "massive monuments of their skill"ezsly as the
ninth and tenth centuries. Thus, also, originatedsé¢ famous
guilds of operative masons of the fifteenth, sirtBe and
seventeenth centuries. No other hypothesis wilisfsatorily
account for the strange character and mysteriousiranaof
those secret associations of operative architects.

Although the Mysteries themselves are traced bastori
cally to the days of ancient Egypt, yet there ischoonological
impossibility, or even improbability, of their coection with
the societies above mentioned, for they were catelr in
some form as late as the eighth and perhaps twe#titury,
while the traveling Freemasons are traced backhto dighth
or tenth century. Notwithstanding the celebratidntlee Mys-
teries was prohibited by the Christian emperorsseding
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Constantine, as being connected with the pagan himrget

many of their rites continued to be observed undssumed
names and the pretense ajnvivial meetings, for a long time
afterward (Gibbon, Chapter XXVIII). Maximus, Bishojpf

Turin, writes in the middle of the fifth century agst the
ancient worship, and speaks of it as if existingfuti force in

the neighborhood of his city. The Eleusinian Mys®r at

Athens, indeed, seem to have enjoyed a special miam for

Gibbon informs us that the Emperor

Valentinian immediately admitted the petition ofaPr
etextatus, proconsul of Achaia, who representet tha
the life of the Greeks would become dreary and com-
fortless if they were deprived of the invaluabledsing

of the Eleusinian Mysteries.

This petition was, no doubt, accompanied with asuesce
that the secret doctrines taught in the Mystermsng those of
the unity and spiritual nature of God, and the imdy of
the soul, were not inconsistent, but rather in loaryn with
the Christian religion, which would account for thetition
being so promptly granted. The Mysteries at Athansconse-
guence, although suspended, do not seem to have bean
totally suppressed, but continued to be celebratedsome
form as late as the eighth century. It is also aerthat the
Mysteries, under various forms, continued to beecloglted in
Britain and on the Continent as late as the tengntury.
Dr. Oliver says, in his "History of Initiation,"

We are assured, on undoubted authority, namelg fro
the bardic writings of that period, that they wegde-
brated in Wales and Scotland down to the twelfti ce
tury of Christianity.

This brings us down to an era when it is admitted adl
hands that the travelling Freemasons existed, bgnmyhsome
claim, our fraternity was invented. It is not, hawe claimed
that the Mysteries in their purity or original spier existed at
so late a period. No doubt they had become coramat,
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many of their secrets had been lost. No doubt thHegd
become obscure, but still they existed, impresseidh wheir
original character. The connection is therefore selobetween
them and the mysterious secret rites and ceremonfesthose
societies of operative masons and architects abmaentioned.
When, in process of time, the celebration of theciemt Mys-
teries in a modified form was confined to theseoeasdions of
operative architects, for the reasons before givdren it was
that the term Freemasonbegan to be descriptive of thaiti-
ated. This would more rationally account for the presemme
of our fraternity than the ingenious derivation ahe words
"free-mason” from the Egyptian rootsPhre-massen (Children
of Light) as advanced by Brother J. H. Little.

Salverti, in his "Philosophy of Magic," is of thepioion that
the occult sciences, possessed by the secret isscieff the
middle ages in Europe were derived from the learniaught
in the Mysteries. He says:

It is certain that, in that age of ignorance, |learnmen
have conveyed the charge of their knowledge toesecr
societies, which have existed almost in our daye ©h

the brightest geniuses who shed honor upon Europe
and the human race, Leibnitz, penetrated into ohe o
these societies at Nuremberg, and, from the avafal
his panegyrist [Fontenelle, "Eloge de Leibnitz"htained
there instructions which, perhaps, he might havegkb

for in vain elsewhere. Were these mysterious remio
the remains of the ancient initiations? Everythioon-
duces to the belief that they were, not only thdeaf
and the examination, to which it was necessaryuln- s
mit before obtaining an entrance to them, but, abov
all, the nature of the secrets they possessed, thad
means they appear to have employed to preserve. them
(See "Philosophy of Magic," vol. 1, Chapter XI)

But if, as Salverti learnedly argues, the scientiiecrets of
the Mysteries were thus transmitted to the secratiedes of
the middle ages, we may be certain that not or@yfahm of
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initiation in substance, but also many of the leger scien-
tific allegories, as well as the symbols and emislesonnected
therewith, were also handed down in like mannerd dhe
same may probably be said of many of the signsrmades of
recognition. In this connection it is worthy of rark that none
of the passwords of Freemasonry are either Engliakrman,
or French, nor indeed of any modern spoken languétssl
Freemasonry been invented, or fabricated, eitheiGermany,
England, or France, such would not have been tlse.cd/e
might as well expect to find the armies of FranGermany,
England, or America, using Coptic, Chaldean, andbrele
countersigns, as the Freemasons do, had our fitgteongi-

nated in either England, France or Germany.

The Antiquity of Masonry
Q. What is the probable antiquity of masonry?

A. There can be but little doubt that the Mysteridsom
which, as we have seen, Freemasonry is the direstetdant,
were first arranged wheifaurus was on the vernal equinox,
Leo at the summer solstice, artorpio at the autumnal equi-
nox. The solar allegory, as handed down to us, shtws to
be the fact. At the rate of the precession of thairexes is
known, we can calculate when the vernal equinox was
Taurus. Such a calculation will take us back about four
thousand two hundred and eighty years. The anyiquit
masoniy is thus written on the face of the starpauens—a
record which utters no falsehoods.

Freemasonry Not Sun-Worship

Q. Is it to be understood, from the foregoing pages, trate-
masonry is nothing more than a fragment of an idoles
form of sun-worship?

A. Such is far from being the case, nor has angthieen
advanced in the foregoing pages which, unless whalisun-
derstood, gives any countenance to such an ideke limtro-
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ductory chapter it was fully shown that the Myseri
themselves, in their primitive and uncorrupted fprmaught
the unity of God and the immortality of man as theardinal
doctrines, and that the sun was butsyambol of him whom
"the sun, moon, and stars obey, and beneath whbseeig
eye even comets perform their stupendous revokition
(Masonic Lecture).

Though in all parts of our ritual, from the threkhdo the
altar, and from the altar to thpenetralia (as in the ancient
Mysteries, from which Freemasonry has descended) piio-
foundest truths of science and true religion aragh& and
illustrated by astronomical allegories, yet nowhe we find,
even in its most ancient portions, any prayersogations, or
adoration, addressed to the heavenly bodies theesselThe
sun and the hosts of heaven are only used as embtdm
the Deity—a sacred symbolism, with which the Bibtself
abounds.

In more ancient times, when false and idolatrousn$o of
religion ruled all the civilized nations, masonryofected the
worshippers of the true God. This was not only tmeRome
and in Greece, where Socrates and Pythagoras faityrs to
truth, but also in Palestine. When we call to mitd long
succession of Hebrew kings "who did evil in thehsi@f the
Lord," and sacrificed to Baal "upon the high plage=l in the
grove,” a crime of which even Solomon was guilty his old
age, we can easily see that, except at certainrdbie epochs,
it was not safe, "no, not even in Judea,” to demy &actual
divinity of the sun, moon, and stars. The Jews edoithe
prophets just as the Greeks persecuted the phhes®p The
great debt that not only religion but science owsmasonry
can hardly be estimated.

In its ritual, as we haveeen,most of the truths of astron-
omy and geometry are illustrated and perpetuatedd At
would be no stretch of the imagination to say théat,all,
whether of books or manuscripts, were swept oeixat-
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ence, the ritual of our Order, as orally commurmdatwould
alone be sufficient to transmit to future generadica knowl-
edge of the true God and a correct code of moeaswell as

the leading principles of science, whereon to bualtew the
great temple of knowledge.
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Chapter 9

CONCLUSION

THlS WORK might with perfect propriety have
been named "A Defense of Freemasonry'—

1. Against all the assaults of those who stigmatize
all its claims to a remote origin as delusive analsd.
This class of objectors assert that the Order is naf
great antiquity, having originated late in the nbkdd
ages, in a union of operative stonemasons, bujlders
and carpenters, who thus sought to keep secret the
practical arts of their craft, and also by a coapee
combination to be able to control the business aofhia
tecture, and fix the rate of wages for skilled wodn,
on the same principles of the "trade-unions" of the
present day. Such organizations, without doubt, did
exist, but they could never have originated the -pro
found, beautiful, and scientificastronomical allegory of
the masonic legend. This has already been made evi-
dent to the reader, without argument.

2. Against the absurd claims of a class of over-
enthusiastic masonic writers, who, going to thecsjte
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extreme, affirm that masonry originated in the gardf Eden,
by inspiration of God; that Adam was the first GtaMaster,
he being succeeded by Enoch, Shem, Ham, and Japhieth-
ham, Moses, Solomon, and so on down to General avarr
who fell at the battle of Bunker's Hilll These wealkaning
enthusiasts, provoked by a lively imagination, seasonry in
everything, and claim that every structure evertpdiom the
Tower of Babel and the pyramids to King Solomor@mile,
the Colosseum at Rome and St. Paul's Church in dmgndere
built by the selfsame Order which now assemble#tsnodges
in Europe and America, Asia and Africa, under thema of
Freemasons. These absurd claims only serve to lmagonry
into ridicule, and cause judicious persons to laaghour sup-
posed credulity, thus doing the fraternity morel rearm than
the former class, who really accord us a very resie age
of eight or ten centuries.

One great stumbling-block in the way of rationavestiga-
tion is caused by extravagant expectations, andumaphilo-
sophical demand for a tocexact correspondence between
alleged ancient masonic organizations, and the emdlrelat-
ing to them, with modern masonic bodies, their degr
emblems, verbal rituals, and the modern versiorowf ancient
legends. Many worthy brothers, among whom are samhe
much learning, seem to entertain the idea thatssniee go to
the full extend of demonstrating that the ancienystdries
were identical in all respects with modern masonngluding
not only our present ritual and lodge-work, butoathe divi-
sion and order of the degrees, that our argumemisuat to
nothing, and afford no proof of the antiquity ofrdtaternity.

Nothing less, | fear, would convince this classimfestiga-
tors than the discovery of the whole ritual andechism,
beginning at "From whence came you?" etc.—as auiubrby
the Grand Lodge of their State—sculptured in hibgalgcs,
or written in Coptic on a roll of papyrus from argyptian
tomb. Certainly all such expectations are unreaserand
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unphilosophical. Rest assured we will never findy goroof
that lodges exactly like ours, presided over by \Worshipful
Master and Wardens, and conferring theEntered Apprentice
Fellow-craft,andMaster'sdegree, existed in ancient Egypt.

Freemasonry, like the Christian system of theolagyd
mode of worship, has undergone many modificationges
the day of its advent; yet, like Christianity, ias preserved its
identity, as well as all of its vital principles and most ke
features in all ages. Although in masonry there hasn no
"apostolic succession,” beginning with the Granderbfphant
of the Osirian Mysteries and ending with the préskighly
respected Grand Master of New York, yet the idgntit our
Order can be traced from a remote antiquity justatssfacto-
rily from a remote antiquity just as satisfactordg the identity
of the Christian religion can be traced from ourotBstant
churches (who deny all "apostolic succession”) eyobd the
Reformation, and through the Catholic Church, with,earlier
times, its half-pagan rites, back to the plainsJoflea and the
advent of Christ. Nor does the vast difference Wwhguch a
view of Christianity discloses, in doctrine, praeti ritual, and
mode of worship at different eras in the past, bipr@sent in
different lands and among different sects, at dbcore the
real identity of the Christian system in all agescs its pro-
mulgation.

In like manner the antiquity of our fraternity amd iden-
tity are established—not so much by any such closge-
spondence of our present ritual and emblems withsehof
ancient times (as some investigators illogicallykiofor), as
from other considerations. It is quite enough if e able to
discover in ancient times, whegpolytheismwas the dominant
state religion in all nations, societies possessfedimilar orga-
nizations, and, like Freemasonry, teaching the two great doc-
trines of the unity of God, asN® ETERNAL Spiritual Being,and
the immortality of the soul of man—societies likeasonry,
secret in their nature, and possessed of words)ssignd other
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occult modes of recognitioralso of similar but not identical
form of initiation, the ceremonies of which wereufaed

upon asimilar legend, allegory or myth, the same in sabsg,

and only differing as to the name, era, and nalipnaf its

hero—societies which taught tteame truthsby similar and in
many cases theery same emblems, signs, and symbols.

These things certainly demonstrate the identity naddern
Freemasonry with those ancient organizations, psstconclu-
sively as the identity of modern Christianity, assgstem of
religion, with that of the first century or any énimediate time,
is established by a like train of reasoning andresmpon-
dences. If, on the contrary, we confine our attentio the
present condition of Freemasonry, as disclosedha \tarious
degrees and "rites" into which it has divided ftsgust as
Christianity has split into Catholics and Protegamand the lat-
ter again into numerous sects—if we regard nothing the
verbal form of our ritual—it is easy to show that masonsy
not of any very great antiquity. The date and ettam author-
ship of some parts of owerbal ritual can be and have been
traced, but neither the Chevalier Ramsey nor yessdhwho
met at the famous "Appletree Tavern,” in 1717, wehe
founders and inventors of Freemasonry, any morae thather
and Wesley were the authors of the Christian ratigi

If we view masonry from a rational standpoint, aooh-
template its mystic legends and allegories in thmibstance,
without regard to the modern language in which tleg now
clothed; if we investigate the meaning of its cevamas, with-
out regard to the specific words now used in cotidgcthem;
if we study the signs, symbols, and emblems, d&sdigg the
erroneous modern explanation given to many of thene—
great antiquity of masonry is at once apparents lhow admit-
ted on all sides that all the ancient Mysteries ewvatentical,
and had a common origin from those of Egypt, a kmon
which has been reached by the same method of regson
comparison. The legend of Osiris is the parentkshamnm
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which all the others came, but in Greece and AsiaoMthe
name of Osiris disappeared, and those of Dionysus Bac-
chus were substituted, while in the Hebrew-Tyriample leg-
end the name of Hiram is found. The claim, howeveat the
legend of Hiram is an actual history, descriptive events
which really took place about the time of the buntd of King
Solomon's temple, must be abandoned by the few wiilb
blindly cling to it.

Masonry can no longer hope to stand without csftrciin
this age of inquiry. There is a spirit abroad whidbes not
hesitate to catch Antiquity by its gray beard, estaito its wrin-
kled face, and demand upon what authority, of righason,
or authentic history, it founds its pretensions.e Tiasonic tra-
dition cannot hope to escape examination in its;tuand,
when it is examined, it will not stand the testcaming to be
historically true. If, then, we have no explanation to offer, it
must be discarded, and take its place among matmer ot
exploded legends of the past. By showing, howetteat it is
not intendedas an actual history, but is really a sublime alle-
gory of great antiquity, teaching the profoundesiths of
astronomy, and inculcating, by an ancient system tygfes,
symbols, and emblems, an exalted code of moralsatwence
reply to and disarm all that kind of criticism. Theasonic
Order is thus placed on a loftier plane, and assuaosition
which challenges the respect and admiration of btk
learned and virtuous; the learned, because they timils be
enabled to recognize it as the depository of aneancsystem
of scientific knowledge; the virtuous, because theler also
stands revealed to them as having been in past thgepre-
server of true worship, and the teacher of moradibd broth-
erly love. It has been the boast of masonry that ritual
contained great scientific as well as moral trutighile this
was plainly the fact as to the moral teachings wf Qrder, to
a large number of our most intelligent brothers kay which
along could unlock the masonic treasurgaokntifictruth
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appeared to have been lost. We believe that kegt itfength
restored; for, if the masonic traditions and legendith the
ritual illustrating them, are regarded as astromainallegories,
the light of scientific truth is at once seen ttuntinate and
permeate every part. If the explanation given ia tbhregoing
pages is correct, any person who fully understath@s mean-
ing and intention of the legends and ceremoniembsys, and
emblems of our Order, is necessarily well informesl to the
sciences of astronomy and geometry, which form fthenda-
tion of all the others.

And why is not the explanation correct? Have yoierev
considered the "calculus of probabilities,” as sguplto a sub-
ject like this? That masonry should contain a sngllusion to
the sun, mighthappen,and imply nothing. The same might be
said if it contained but three or four; but when fwed that the
name of the Order, the form, dimensions, lightspaarents,
and furniture of its lodges, and all the emblemanisols, cer-
emonies, words, and signs, without exception, allud the
annual circuit of the sun—that astronomical ideasl aolar
symbols are interwoven into the very texture of tivaole
institution, and, what is still more significanhat there is such
a harmony of relationexisting betweerall these astronomical
allusions as to render thevhole ritual capable of a perfect and
natural interpretation as an astronomical allegevigich is also
one and completethe probability that it wasoriginally so
intended is overwhelming, and amounts to a positive demon-
stration. There are millions of probabilities toeomgainst the
theory of the allegory being accidental and notgies.

Can any reasonable mind suppose that, when Bunyon
wrote his "Pilgrim's Progress,” the story was adegalry of the
trials and triumphs of a Christian life by atcidentonly, and
that the author if it never intended or designed #flegory at
all? Yet the astronomical allegory of the masoregeind per-
vades all parts of it, and is just as complete padect when
examined as the allegory of the travels, combatgatures,
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and temptations of the hero of "Pilgrim's Progre3se prob-
ability that Bunyan wrote his book without any intien of
making it an allegory, and that it became so byidasetd, is just
about as reasonable an idea to entertain as tleatmisonic
legend and the emblems illustrating it were notgioally
designed to be what we have shown that they are+ea p
found and beautiful astronomical allegory.

As to the antiquity of masonry, that, we have shovwasts
on the astronomical basis, and enables us to maticaily
demonstrate its remote origin, independent of theertain
and dim light of ancient history and tradition.idt true that its
exact date cannot be fixed, but the proof that m@sas of
great antiquity, and was founded by men of profolmdwl-
edge and exalted virtue, is conclusive: men of tgfearning,
because their scientific knowledge lies embalmed their
work to this day;, men of exalted virtue, because dtual
inculcates a code of morality never equaled or keaeuntil
the promulgation in later times of the New Testamen

The method by which the annual progress of the isun
the zodiac is illustrated, in our explanation oé timnasonic alle-
gory, also affords a key to the greater part ofiearicmythol-
ogy, the tales of which are founded upon the sammsp and
are but so many different allegories of the samteomasmical
facts. When these stories were first invented by ksarned,
for the twofold purpose of preserving and conceglithe
truths of astronomy, the parallel was, of courseranperfectly
preserved in each, throughout the whole narrativan it is in
the forms in which they have come down to us. Beimglly
transmitted, they underwent, in the lapse of lorgyiquls of
time, material alterations; and particulars, not antire har-
mony with the original allegory, were introduced amder to
make the stories more in correspondence with tlcelents of
actual human life. The vulgar, who did not underdtahe true
meaning of these astronomical parables, were moshepto
make these changes. For these reasons the parallelle-
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gory will not be found perfect in every particular some of
them, yet in all of them enough remains of the inaf fea-
tures to render it easy to illustrate them andrtlieie mean-
ing, without any material alteration of the zodiadegagram by
which we have explained the masonic legend of Hirdn
would, no doubt, be interesting to thus explain anterpret
other mythological tales of antiquity, but the dedi limits and
special purpose of this work forbid. Having, howegvpointed
out the key which will unlock them all, and the mad by
which to conduct such an investigation, those of rewders
who are curious in such matters will find their éinmot lost if
employed in a more extended examination, from atro-as
nomical point of view, of the poetical and wondéradven-
tures of the gods.

Whatever doubt may rest upon the origin of masormny,
obscurity exist as to the people among whom itt fin&as
established, it is certainly the most venerable andient of all
existing institutions organized by man. The verysabity as
to its origin, which is lost in the dim distance lbygone ages,
testifies to its real antiquity, its lodges existall lands, and the
sound of the Worshipful Master's gavel, as he ctiks breth-
ren to order, "following the sun in its course, ietles the
globe.”

Its principles are as universal as its diffusiora dlifference
of race or color, country, clime, language, orgieln, excludes
any worthy and moral man from our Order. Only thbesst,
the madman, or the fool, the vicious, imbecile, rdepd, or
degraded, are forbidden to enter our ranks, andesha all
the rights, honors, and benefits of our anciertefraty.

At our assemblies meet in harmony the Christiare th
Hebrew, the Mohammedan, the Buddhist, and the Baahm
the followers of Confucius and the disciples of daster. At
the masonic altar all these may offer their adoratio the
same great Being in whom they all believe, the enar great
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Architect of the universe—thus presenting a sublispectacle
of the "fatherhood of God and the brotherhood ofrha

The institution has frequently in times past goheodgh
the fires of persecution, but only to rise agairthwits wonder-
ful vitality renewed, and the purity and truth d# iprinciples
vindicated. At the present day it is not only onfetlle most
popular, but also one of the most powerful and spdead, of
all organizations.

While the fraternity is day by day drawing to itnks the
most intelligent and virtuous everywhere, a growintgrest is
also manifest among the members of the Order jtseitl a
disposition to inquire more fully into its originnd history, as
well as to study its peculiar and beautiful systein ancient
symbolical instruction. It is to be hoped that tmewly awak-
ened interest among masons will increase and bleandant
fruit, for in the ritual and emblems of our Ordera treasury of
useful knowledge and sublime truth which at evetgp swill
amply reward him who diligently seeks. The subjectpro-
found enough to enlist the highest intellect anc tmost
accomplished scholarship. These investigations |dhohe
aided by all masons, and those engaged in themnbeue
aged to bring the results of their labors into thdge-room,
and communicate them for the benefit of all thethyen. Our
assemblies would thus be made more interesting, guect
benefits in various ways result to the fraternity.

It is the hope of the author that this work willlaast aid in
creating a greater interest among masons as tdhitery of
our Order, and the true meaning of its ancient veoiodl rit-
ual. It is not expected that all readers will addpe views of
the writer; it is quite probable, on the contratlgat some will
emphatically dissent from them, and, maybe, vidyemippose
them. But if those who disagree with the author ardy
induced to take a more enlarged view of the whalbjext
than formerly, and if in their opinion the writes wrong in his
theory as to the origin and signification of cemtportions of
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our ritual, will themselves endeavor to discovee tinue solu-
tion, he will be amply satisfied with the result§ s labors;
for, although the author may not have discovered thuth
himself, he will, perchance, thus be the cause tbers doing
so, and in this he will have his reward.
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