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‘‘LAW？

ThereAin9tNoLaw

inmnigTownExceptMe!"

InalandofcattlethievesAlecShodresscould

makethatboast.Heranthebiggeststore,thebiggesthotel,

andthebiggestsaloonintown・Andifanyonetriedtoargue,

Shodressjustwhistledforapackofhiredmavericks.He

rakedinthecashwhilehisgunmendidthekilling.

ButSingleJackDeemsWasamanwhodidn't

scareeasy･NooneseemedquitecertainwhySingleJackhad
sworntonestabulletinShodress'sbrain.Somesaidithad

todowithawild,man.killingwolfdognamedCOmancl'e-

adogwhichhadsavedJackDeems'slife・OtherSwhisPered

itwasbecauseofbeautiful,red-lippedHesterGrange・Was

shePlayingadoublegame？But twOthingsweresure：

Shodresshadboastedoncetoooften,andSingleJackwas

bringinganewbrandofjusticetoagun.troubledtown!

ThisbookwaspublishedoriginallybyDodd,Mead&Company.
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1. AManofSteel

Therewasjustenoughcurrentslidingdowntheblackface
oftheEastRivertokeepabowwavewhisperingaboutthe
prowoftheNancyLou.Thenightwasstill,andclose,andthe
twOmenonthedeckweresoothedbytheCOollappmgof
thewater.TherewaspeaceontheriversuchasCOuldnotbe
mundinthetown・ThehummingvoiceofManhattannever
diedaway,andBrooklynmurmuredbehindthem,butthese

soundswerefaraway・Closerandmoredisturbmgwerethe
occasionalmgswhichwentgrindingbybetweenthemand

BIackwe11'slsland;andnowaBoStonpassengership,avision
oflightandshadow,wentbywithdeeplysingingengines.
However,onthewholetheriverwasverystill,andtherewas
onlyabackgroundofsoundfromtheCities.

Uponthebroadpoopofthelittleyachtsattwomenwitha
bottleofchilledwine, andcigarstopassthewarmthofthe
evenmguntnthenightcoolnesswouldbegin.nleysatatease,
rarelystirring, rarelyevenspeaking, andtheninhalfsen-
tenCeS･ButthedogwhichwaschainedclosetOthehatChwas
constantlyonthemove・Sometimeshestrainedtowardtheside

oftheboatasfarashischainwouldallow. Sometimeshe

scratchedrestlesslyat thedeck・Again,henftedamassive
headwithabristlingruffoffuraroundhisneckandtwo
short,pointedears-verynketheheadofawolf-andfrom

histhroatthereissuedadeep,wildcrythatwentringmgacross
theriver.

6GStophim!'' saidDavidApperley, theyolmgerofthetwo.
｡0StOphim,Andrew・ Itcurdlesmybloodtohearhim!''
OGLetComanCheSing.''Theolderbrotherchuckled． 4@The

poordevUhashadnofunsmcethedaylcau"thim.''
I
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6GWasthatfunforhim?''

GGHechewedupsevenoutofmytwelvedogs;ofcourseit
wasfunforhim.'，

46Sevenoutoftwelve!Whatsortofmangymongrelsdid
vouusetochasehim?''
ず

66I'll tellyouwhattheywere･BigDevils.Old,hardened
wolfhounds.~Dashofgreyhoundforspeed;dashofmastiffwolfhounds・Dashofgreyhoundforspeed；dashofmastiff
fOrnerveandjawpower.Twoorthreeofthemcouldhandle
almostanywOlf･ButtheyCouldn'thandleComanChe. Itwas
agrandm616etowatch,Icantenyou!Iwasgladwhenwe
gofthelariatsonhim.GadlDave,heslashedtwoof tll99e
iariatsmtwoascleanlyasthoughthosewhiteteethofhis
wereashaxpsword!''
6CMaybetheropewasold.''
‘‘Rope？Rawhide，Dave・Likenexiblesteel･Butthoseteeth

arechnledsteel, too!Stopit,Comanche!''

Hespokemthemidstofanotherhowlwithwhichthewhole
bodyofthebigwolfdogwasquivering.TheeHectofhisv.ice
waStostopthebowlshort.Comancheleapedatthespeaker
untilthechamcheckedhim.Then,strainingagainstthebroad

conar,his teethsnappmg, andhiseyesgreenwithdevilish
hatred,hestrOvetogetathisowner.

■

‘‘Prettyboy， isn，,the?，, askedAndrewApperley， 1eanmg
forwardtowatch.

GGOneofthesedayS,he'llbreakthatmstycham.Andhe'll
abouthnishyou,Andy.''
TheothernOdded.

6GI'llchangethatchaintomorrow.''
6GChangelhewolf, rather.Larkinhasgivenhimup.You

promisedmeifLarkincouldn'ttrainthebeast,you'dgiveup
that four-footedmurderer･ Larkincanhandle tigers and

panthers,butheadmitsthathecandonothingwiththisbrute.''
6GHe'sratherabaddog,'' saidtheelderbrother,nodding.

6GButsupposethatonedayllearnthekeytohisheart,Suppose
thathegrowstolovemeasmuchashehatesmeandaUmen,
justnow?''

Z
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‘‘Andwhatofit，Andrew？Evensupposingthatyoucould
dowhatnom9ncoulddo?''

‘‘Whatofit？Hewouldbethebestbodyguardintheworld･
Andweneedbodyguards, outWest・ Ihavetwentyrustlers
who'dbehaPpyfellowsiftheycouldsinkabulletbetween

myshoulders･Adognkethis-
タツ

‘‘Dog？COnfoundit，Andrew，hehas ‘wolf，writtenallover
him!''

GGLookathimagain.BuHalowolvesarelowerandnarrower
inthehindquarters・Andhe's splashedwithbrown.Besides,

hiswholepeltishnerthanalobo'8．Andmostofall.whenI

weighedhim-thoughhewasthinner,even, thanheisnow-
hetippedthescalesatahundredandnftypounds・Timber

wolvesdon'tgrowtothatsize・No,Dave, there'sdogmhim.
St・Bemard,perhaps.”

CGIwon'targuewithyou,'' grumbledDavidApperley． 0GI

won'targuewithyou.YoukeePwaitingforthedoginstincts
towakeupinhim,butdogsdon'thowl.Theybark,andthen

whine.Thisbeastcanonlyhowlandsnarl.''
$GIadmitthat,'' saidtheowner． GGButyoucan'tbudgeme,

Dave. I'11nevergivehimuptillInndamanwho'sabetter
masterforhimthzmlgm.''

DavidleanedbackinhisChair,mutltering.
GGIwon'taskyoutoexplain,''hesaid. GCEverymanhasweak

spotS，Andbesides,toownawolfisratherspectacular.''
"Don'tbenastyaboutit.Asamatteroffact,Idon'tthink

that・Buthemsmymind'seye・He'sapicturethatlliketo
haveinfrontofmeasoftenaslcan.Becausehe'sahero,

Dave・Ah,man, ifyou'dseenhimslashhiswaythroughthat
dogpackofmine,youwoUldhavelovedhim1 Icoveredhm
withmyrifIe.Heknewwellenoughthatthatwasthefnish
ofhim,butinsteadof,slinkingawaywithhistailbetweenhis

legs,heliftedhisheadandlookedmemtheeyeasbraveas
yoUplease,anddaredmetodomyworst・Icouldn'tkillhim
then. Ican'tkillhimnow,andhe'11gobackwithmetomy

owncountry-''
ocYourowncountry?''echoedDavecoldly． 、

3
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A1ittlesilencefeUbetweenthem，TheApperleyswereof

anoldfamilyandagoodone,andtheyhadbeenfOrmany
generationsinNewYork, growinggreaterandricheraithe
citygrew.ButAndrewhadtriedhisfortunesmtheWest2
AnaCcidentalhuntmgtripshowedthecountrytohim, and
heh2dremamedmiteversince・ThisEastemtripofhiswas

merelytoinducehisyoungerbrothertoCometothenew
regionwithhim,buttoDavidtherewasaspeciesoftreason
mabandoningNewYork,andhelookeduponashiftinthe
familyseatverymuchashewouldhavelookeduponchang-
inghiscitizenship･Itwasasoretopicwhichhadcausedmany
abitterdiscussionbetweenthem・AndSotheyfellsilent｡

06Thelongandshortofit,''saidDavidatlast, lGisthatyou're
anenthusiast,oldfellow.Youbenevemthatcountrybecause

you'vegrownrichthere.，，
.iNotabit!Ibenevemthatcountry,becauseitlsacountry

worthyOfbelief!''
GGHalfanounCeOfculturetothesquareleague!''

G･Perhapsnotthatmuch.Butcultureisaluxury,notaneces-
sitytome. Ifyouhavethesamebloodinyou,you'nagree
withme!However, I'mnottryingtopersuadeyoutocome

Westwithme,anymorethanlcanpersuadeyoutobelieve
thatComancheisnotpurewolf!''

Davidlau"edanttle.

｡6I'lltellyoUwhatl'lldo,'' saidhe.｡G1'ngive･youmyword
togoWestwithyoutoyourranchandtrytolikethewild
lifethere, theinstantthatlseeanymanbraveenoughtoput
hishandontheheadofComanche-whilehe'sstillunmuz-

zled!''

Oncemorethesilencefellbetweenthem.Comanchegrew

quieter・Butnowtherewasasuddenoutbreakofclamorfrom
thebigsquare-shoulderedbuildmgonBlackwen'sIsland・They
knewitwastheprison.

Adozenrepeatmgrifiesseemedtobeatwork.
Thevcouldheardistantvoicescallingordersandshouting
answers.Thenthebroadbrighteyeofasearchlightbeganto
twistbackandforthacrosstheblacksurfaceoftheEastRiver.

4
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C$Someonehas escaped," saidAndrewApperley. "Some
poordevilhasmadeabreakforit, andhe'saway,bythis
tme!Theregoesoneoftheguardboats!''
Theysawalong,shadowyhullsplit血gthewater.Ashower

ofsparksrosefrom.thechimneyofthespeedboat,andawhite
wakeglistenedbehindit.

C4They'vegotenougheqmpment tomakeithot forthe

poorrat,'' saidDavid,asheandhisbrotherstoodtogetherat
thesideofthelittleyacht. $CIsn'tthataGatlmggunfOrward?''
G6That'sit,andanotherofthemattherear.，，

66Andtheycanshootfasterandstraighterthanevenyour
Westemdesperadoes,eh?''

6lIdon'tknow,''answeredAndrewcalmly. GGI'veseenamgn

fantwoColtssofastthattherewasjustoneblurofreports
fromthebeginmngtotheend!Heno,havetheygothm?"
Theguardboathadveeredsharplyaroundandcutup

against thecurrentofthetide, throwmgasharpthinbow
wavehighoneachside.TheycouldseetheunifOnnedguards
withglisteninggunsmhandcrowdingontotheprowofthe
speedboat.

At thesametime,Unesearcmightoftheguardboatand
theSearchnghtfromtheprisoncenteredononespotinthe
river, andthetwowatcherscouldplainlyseetheheadofa
swimmerwhowasforgingacrossthecurrent.
GdThey'vegothim1''saidAndrewApperley.
6$Gamedevil!''exclaimedDavid,flledwithadmiration． cGHe

doesn'tletupastroke･Hello,Andy, ishegoingtOswimright
mtothepathofthatpassengership?''

FornowthetoweringheightofaBostonpassengerboat
appearedslippingdownthestream,andtOtheamazementOf

theApperleys, theysawtheswimmerturnandheadstraight
acrossthewayOftheSpeedingship.

GGHe'll be free, orelsedie trying!'' exclaimedAndrew.
GGThere'samanofsteel,Dave･Look,theboathashim!Co-

manche,youdevil,bestill!''

Forthewolfdoghadbrokenmtoafurioushowling, and
戸
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pawedfranticallytobreakloosefromhischain・Atthesame
moment, theescapedprisonerswamstraightintothepathof
thespeedingboat,andthebigshippassedoverhim.

2． DogStrain, andWolfStrain

G4He'sgone!'' saidAndrewApperley． GGBut it'sadreadful
thingtosee,brother!''
4GAmurderer,mostlikely,'' saidDavidCahnly. fCHe'staking
themedicinefromhisOwnhandthathedidn'twanttotake

frOmthelaw･Wecan'twastesympathyonsuchasheprobably
was.Lookattheguardboatrunmngamucktomakesurethat
he'sgone!''
Forasthepassengershippassedon,andthewavesofher
deepwaketossedthelittleyachtupanddown, theguard
boatwasweavmghereandthereacrosstheriver,searchingfor
thefugitive.Apparentlyithadnosuccess, andthesearchlight
fromtheprisonnashedwildlyabout, somet皿nesthrowingits
blindingbrightnessstraightmtotheeyesofthetwobrothers
whowatched.

G$What'squietedComanche?''askedDavidatlast.
Headdedsuddenly： ‘‘Andwhereishe？Bygad，he，sbroken

thechain!''

Thereit lay,asnakylengthuponthedeck.Apparentlyit
hadbrokenorshortbesidethecollarasthebigbrutestramed

andtuggedatitformberty. "
G6Watchthedeck!'' saidAndrewApperleybriskly.
Hehurriedbelow.Buthecamebackahnostatoncewith

agloomyface.
GGHemusthavemadefortheshore,''hesaid. GGAndthat's

thelastthatwe'llseeofhim．He'ngothroughthecitylikea

streakandgettotheopencountrybeyond.Itenyou,Dave｡
6
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thatl'dratherhavelosttenthousanddonarsthanthatmon-

ster.We'llneverseehislikesagain!''

6GI'veneverseenanythingthat'spleasedmemore,''answered
David. @GButha血，twebettersendmawammgtotheshOre？
Awildwolfrunningamuckthroughthestreets-''
64It'stoolateforwarnmgs.Whereverhe'sheaded,hehas

goneatfunspeed,andIknowwhathisspeedislike･HellF
myword,what'sthis?''

Hepointedwitharigidarmmtothedarknessoftheriver,
andDavid,staringmthesamedirection,sawsomethingswim-
mingslowlyinacrossthetidaldrift.Helookedagam, andit
seemedtohimthatitwasadoubleshadow. Itcamecloser,

andnowtheymadesureofthebroadheadandthepricking
earsofComanche,withaman'sbodytrainngbehmdhim.
6GDoyousee?Doyousee?''gaspedAndrewApperley. @6What

wasityousaidaboutwolf？Didyoueverhearofawolfgoing
intoarivertobringoutadrowningman？Isthatadogstraln，
orisitnot?''

Theyrandowntotheprowoftheboat, fOritwasmthat

directionthatthelaboringComanchewasmaking, thoughit
seemeddoubtfulthatthestrengthofhisswimmmgwoulden-
ablehimtocutmacrossthesharpsweepofthetidalcurrent.
AndrewApperleyjumpeddownonthemoo血grope,and
thrustinghishandfarout,hemanagedtocatchthescruf
ofComanche'smaneasthebiganimalwascarriedpast.He
drewmthedog.ItwasaUhisstrengthcouldmanage,withthe
assistanceofDavid,topasstheexhaustedbruteuptothedeck.
Itwasaneasiertasktodrawinthemzmwhohadbeen

clingingtoComanche・ForaUtheuproarfromBlackweU's
Island,andalltheplayofsearchlightsandtheactivityofthe
guardboathadbeendoneforthesakeofaslenderVouthwho

ｰ

seemedinhisearlytwenties.AndrewpassedhimtoDavid,
andthelatterstretchedthehalf-consciousbodvonthedeck.

該

Thenextmstanthesprangbackwithayenofalarm.
6GAndrew! 'Ihatdevilofawolfnearlygotmethen, and
nowhe'smurderingthismanfromtheriver-holdon-no,
bvtheEtemal-''
ロ
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Hefellsilent,whiletheolderbrother,clambermgbackto
thedeck, sawamoststrangesight.
Ther6scuedmanlayatfulllength,hisfacemrnedtoWard
thestars,whilehedreweachbreathwithanaUdibleeifort.
AthisheadsatComanche,hislegstremblingwithweariness
buthisstrengthandferocityrapidlyreturnmg.buthisstrengthandferocityrapidlyretumlng．
GCBvtheEternal!''saidAndrew. 6GHe'stakingcharge!''

プ

@@Signal totheguardboat!"saidDavid.
"N5tforamiliion!Turnthispoordevnovertothelaw,
afterComanchehassavedhimfromtheriver？Nochance
thatl'l1dothat,Dave1Buthowcanwehelphimwiththat
brutestandingoverhim?''
.dIdon'tknowI It'stheoddestthingthatl'veeverknown.

Makesmedizzytoseeit!Whathappenedtothebrainofthat
beast?''

GGThedogstrain,Dave, thedogstram・ Inspiteofyouand
theexperts,Iwasright!He'snotpurewolf!There,oUrm4n
fromtheriverisbeginningtocometolife.He'llpullthrough.
Buthowcouldhehave皿ssedthatship？Itseemedtopass

straightoverhim!''
"Hemusthavedivedandswumunderthesurfaceuntnhe

wasclearofit.，,

Thefugitivecameswayingtoasittingposture, atwhich
Comanche,withathroat-tearmgsnarl,crowdedcloser.
"Lookout!''warnedAndrewApperley. "Thatdogisdan-

gerous,myfriend!''
"'I1]isdog?Dangerous?''saidthemanfromtheriver・Then

helaughed7weakly, andpassedhisarmaroundtheneckof
Comanche:GDangerous?'' saidthefugitive.
AndComanch5turnedandlickedthefaceofhimhehad
saved!Thebrothers,hlledwithWonderandawe,couldnot

speak.
GGI'doferyousomething,'' smdAndrew, $$iflcouldget it

pastComanche.，，
C4You'vegivenmeenough,''saidtheother. GcI'llhavemypins
steadyundermemammute, andthenl'ncutonforthe
shore.，，

8
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GCHowdidthatshiphappentomissyou?''
GGIthappenedtosaveme・Theywererightatmyback,

yappingthatthey'd!tumtheGatlinglooseifldidn'tgiveup
andletthemtakemem・Butltriedforthebigshipandmade
it1ThenIdived.''

Heclosedhiseyes･msnostrilsquiveredashedrewdown
thedeepbreaths.

G;Swimmingisnotmygame,''hesaid,hiseyesstnlclosed.
Thenhestiifenedalittle, .andrisingtohis feet･hestepped

towardtherailoftheboatnearesttheshore,buthislegssagged
underhim_

ItwaseasytounderstandwhathadstilTedhim, forthe

guardboat-itscaptainapparentlyguessmgwhathadhap-

pened-hadsweptmsuddenlystraighttowardtheyacht.

GGDoyouknowmyface?''askedthemanfromtheriver.
6GNo,'' saidDavidApperley.
66HaveyoueverheardofJackDeems?''
6CNo.,，

G6Thinkagain.''

$GHoldonnow!Not @Single'JackDeems!''
"Doesthatgiveyouthehorrors?"
Thetwobrothersweresilent.

G6I'mgoingdownintothecabin,'' saidthefUgitive. GGWhen
theycometosearchtheboat,pelhapsyou'llstavethemoif.
Ifyoudo,thatmeansmylife.Perhapsyouwon't・ Inthatcase,
I'mgettingonlywhat'sCommgtome・Atanyrate, 1'nwait
downthere!''

Nomatterwhatwashisfatigue,orhowcompletehisbodily
exhaustion,hismind, itwasclear,wasstrongandsteady.And
hehadgamedperfectcontrolofhisvoicebeforeheuttered
aword.Yet,whenhestarteddownthelittlehatch.hewas

reelinganddroopingwitheverystephemade.Comanchead-
vanced,growlingathisheels,anddisappearedbehindhim.
Atthesametime, theblindingbrighmessOf thesearch-
lightfromtheguardboatfenfunuponthefacesofthetwo
brotherS.
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6GNow,Dave,'' saidhisbrother． 4GTeU.mewhattodo･Do
wetrytosavethisfellow?''
"Nb,confoundhim! Idon'tlikethejob.Anybodybut

SmgleJack!''
4GIneverheardofmm.，，

‘‘Youneverdid？Iforgetthathehasn，tbeengoingsovery

long・Sevenoreightyears, Isuppose,andyou'vebeenaway
morethanthat1ButSmgleJack？Itenyou，Andy，hekiusa
manasreadilyasyouorIwouldkinachicken!'i
‘‘Tush1，,saidAndrew. ‘‘SevenoreightyeaIs？He，snotmore

thantwenty-two!''

6GHebegan,asaboy.Here'stheguardboat・Thankgoodness
wecansoonwashourhandsofhiml''

GGLikePilate?'' askedtheolderbrother.

GGWhy,Andy,whatmadstuHareyoutalkingnow?Pilate?''
cGWell,Dave, Idon'tpretendtobelogical･Butlsaythat

I'mnotgomgtogivethatyoungrascalUpiflCanhelPit!
There'ssomethingabouthimthatappealstome!''
CGLikethedogstraininyourwolf,''saidDavidsarcastically,
｡Gyoulikethewolfstraminthatman・WeU,Andy,youcando
thetalking,becauseI'Uhavenomoretodowiththegame.
SmgleJackDeemsneedshanging,andeverygoodcitizenought
toseethathegetsit!''
GGI'mnotagoodcitizen, then,'' answeredAndrew． GGI'm
onlyaman･ButbytheEternal,Dave,Whenamancanwm
overadogashehaswonoverComanche, therehastobe
goodinhim,andalotofit!HisarmaroundComanche'sneck1
Didyouseeit?''
GGVerypretty!"growledDavid,"but1'Uhavenomoretodo

withthismess.YouhandleitbyyourSelf!''

Hmginghimselfmtoachair,hebitoEtheendofacigar
withanangryclickofhisteeth.
Andrewcastasmgledoubtful lookbackathisbrother;
thenheshruggedhisshoulders･ForagoOdmanyyearshe
hadbeenhalfbrotherandhalffathertothisyoungman,but
hehadneverbeensoputoutashewasonthisnight。 、
Hethrewanother looktowardtheblackmouthofthe

lO



AHUNTEROFMEN

hatch・Thenheturnedtofacethemquisitionfromtheguard
boat,wmchwassmdmgsmootmyalongside.

3. AHunterofMen

G6Yacht,ahoy!''

6GHeno,guardboat.''

G6We'reCOmingaboardyou.Manaboathook, forward!''
Thelow-lymgspeedstercametoarest, itsengmethrobbing

withimpatientpower.
G6Who'smchargehere?''
GGIam,'' saidAndrewApperley.

GGAmomentago,oneofthemenonmyshipthoughthe
sawtheescapedmanswimmingtowardyourboat.Couldhe
havereachedyouandstowedhimselfbelow?''
GGNochanceforthat,'' saidAndrewquietly. GGThere'sno

portthroughwhichhecouldhaveclimbed.Ifhecameaboard,
hewouldhavehad.tocomeacrossthedeck-andwe'vebeen

hereeversincethechasebegan.'' グ

GGWhatisyourname,please?''

GGAndrewApperley.ThisisDavidApperley,mybrother.''
GGDavidApperley-notthesameonethatshootsbiggame.

I'vereadaboutyou,Mr・ApPerley!''
HenoddedtowardDavidwi,thmuchadmiration.

4GOnly,''hewenton, $Gthemanwe'relookingforisalot
worsethananytigerorlionthatyoueverhavestoodupto,
Mr・Apperley! SingleJackDeems-youknowabouthim,of
Course!''

･GI'veheardabouthim,butOnlythroughthenewspapers.
Andtheylivebyexaggeration,ofcourse.,，
GcTheycouldn'texaggerateaboutDeems.Hewasbomto

makeperfectnewspapercopy.''
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@･ForwhatcrimearetheyholdinghimatBlackwell'slsland?''
GGNobodyseemstoknow,exacUy,butweguessthatithas

somethingtodowithforgery,on,theonehand, andanim-
migrantscandalontheother.Somepeoplehighuphavebeen
behmdDeemsmthis!''

0cAndtheywereexaminingDeems?''
G6Trymgto.Aswellexaminealizardorasnake, Isay・A

bullet istheonlythingthatcangetacquamtedwithwhat
goesoninsideoftheheadofSingleJack!Nowthey'velethim
slidethroughtheirhandsagain.They'nsackthewardenon
accountofthisjob!''
4GHasheeverescapedbefore?''
dGThey'veneverheldhimlongenoughtobrmghimtoa

realtrial.Healwayscutsloosemshortorder・Theyhadhim
nvetimesbefore.this, andthismakesthesixthtime・Every-

bodythinksthathehassomethingonsomebodyhighup,and
thatbecauseofthathecangetlooseeachtime.Butthenagain,
youcan'ttell・He'sjustaslipperydevil!''
Thepolicesergeantwhocommandedtheboatstronedacross

thedeckoftheyachtandpausedatthehatch.

G6Ofcourqe,''hesaid, @$SmgleJackcanmakehimselfalmost
invisible･Hemighthavesntheredacross thedeckwmeyou
werelookingtheOtherway・Hemightbedowntherenow,
listeningtowhat1'msayingabouthim-''
Hisownsuggestionmadehimstepbackhastnyfromthe
mouthofmehatch.

0CGowhereveryounke,'' saidAndrewApperley, $Gexcept
that ifyougobelowmthisboat,you'UbeCarryingagood
dealofnsk.，，

CGRisk?Risk?'' snappedthe sergeant, changinghis tone
abruptly. GGPetersandSwain, getoverhere･Godownand
manthecabinofthisboatandseewhat'swhat･Lookaround,

yOuunderstand!''
AndrewApperleyshmggedhis shoulders,whneDavid
whisperedmthewildestalarm: ｡GWhatwnlhappenifthey
findDeemsdownthere？They'11knowthatwe，vebeenshelter-

inghim1They'nmakeithardforbothofus,Andy!''
12
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G6Hush,David1We'1lcrossthatbridgewhenweCometoit.
Ah,Ithoughtso!''
Foras thevaliantSwainandPetersmarcheddownthe

narrowflightofsteps,onebehindtheother, therearosefrom
thedepthsofthecabinamosthideousgrownngandsnarling.
SwainandPeterstumbledhastilybacktothedeck.

G6We'relookmgforaman・There'salionorsomething
downthere1'' saidoneofthem.

G6What's this,Apperley?'' askedthesergeant,whose sus-
picionsseemedtohavebeengrowingsharperforsometime.
｡6Nothmg,'' saidAndrew, ;Gexcept thedangerthat lwas
tryingtotenyouaboutamomentago,whenyouwouldn't
listen. 1saythatthere'sabigdogofIJlinemthatcabin.He
brokehischainandskulkeddownthere.Andbecausehe's
toowildtohandle,we'Uhavetostarvehimoutbeforewe

canmanagehim.He'saraveningdevn,Sergeant!''

66Devil,eh?Devil,eh?'' snappedthesergeant,growmgugly.
6@Now,Apperley,nomanhasadogthatwon'tcomewhenit's
called.Isay:Callupthatdogofyours･atonce,becausewe're
goingtosearchthatcabin.,，

‘℃omanche!Here,boy1'' calledAndrewobediently.
Foranswer,outoftheunknowndarknessbeyondthehatch

therecameforththesamenendishsoundwhichtheyhadheard
before,andeventhestolidsergeantshuddered.

GdI'dgiveagooddealtoseethatdog,'' saidhe.
G$It'sreallymorewolfthandog,'' saidAndrew. GGAndavery

rarefellowheis.There's thechainwhichhejustbroketo
getawaymtOtheCabin!''

ThesergeantpickeduPtheremnantandtestedthestrength
ofthelinks,andexaminedthebrokenlink,andthestateof
thesteelwhichhadsnappedthere.

GGIwouldhavesaid,'' remarkedthesergeant, Gcthatevena
horsewouldhaveajobtobreakthischain・Didadogreally
manageit?''

CGHedid.AdOgthatweighsasmuchasldo!''
Thesergeantwas impressed. Inhissoulofsoulshewas
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simplyahunter, anditwasonlychancewhichhadmadehim
ahunterofmenmsteadofahunterofbeasts.

Nowallofthehuntingmstinctswenedupmhimandtook
mastery.

@!I"j"seethatbrute,'' saidhe. $@I'mcomingbackhereby
daylightandhaveapeekatit.Bytheway,Isupposethatwh.re
abrlitenkethatis,thereisn'tapttobeanystrangerlingering
about?''

SaidAndrewApperleyqmetly: $cI'veseenComanchekina
mRStiifwithoneslash!''

‘‘Eh？Thenwhatchancewouldtherebeforamanthat

ranintohimmthedark?''

GGNochancemtheworld,Isuppose.''
ItseemedthatAndrewhadcertainlywonhispoint,andthe

sergeantremrnedtotherailoftheboat.Buttherehelingered,
matease.

46I'Utenyouwhat,'' saidhe, @iI'veabitofatrickthatwm
handleComancheforyou,mostprobably、 It'Udrivehim
outintotheOpen,yOucanbesureofthat、 1t'salittlestink
bomb.Won'tdoabitofharm,butinhalfaminuteit'llhll
thatcabinfullofsmoke,andComanchewiUhavetocomeout

tobreathefreshair･Thenwe'nguaranteetohandlehimfor
you.PetersandLorenandGregg, standbyhalfadoZerlof
youwithropes, andSwain,gobringmeasmokebomb.One
ofyouopenthecabindoor-''
GGAndletthatdevilofawolfoutatme?''growledtheman

towhomthesergeanthadnodded.
6GI'l1doitmyself,''repliedthesergeantwithperfectchCerful-

ness.

｡6Stophm!''gaspedDavidApperley.
ButAndreWwasascoolaschilledsteel.
CGHetakeshisownchances、 It'shisownProfession・Besides,

Idon'tthinkthatthisSingleJackisthesortofmanwho'll
doamurderinthedark, ifhecanavoidit!''

G6VVhatmakesyouthinkthat?''
CGHush!Therehegoes・PoorSergeant!Comanchewillrip

histhroatmtwo． Ican'tstandthatl''
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Hejumpedup.
G･Sergeant,you'11bekinedbythatdog,Iwamyou!''
GGWhy, amancanonlydieonce!'' saidthesergeant, stin

cheerfullv.
〃

Henungopenthecabmdoorandinstantlyleapedback
tothedeck,witharevolverinhishandtocoveranyad-
vancethatmightbemadeuponhim.

Buttherewasnoresponsefromthedepthsofthecabin.All
wasquietthere.Thegrea,twolfdogmadenotsomuchasa
Sound.

GGItmaybecreepingoutatyounow,Sergeant,''suggested
AndrewApperley.
G6We'llsoonhavethebigfellow,''saidthesergeant. ｡GHere's

thebomb・AmomentafterI'vethrownitintothecabin, that

hatchwaywinseemtobeonhre・Butdon'tworry. It'nmake
nothingbutsmoke.Youcouldn'tmakeahreoutofittosave

you!Yourpermission,Apperley?"

GGIsupposethatlhaven'tthepowertopreventyou.''
G6Notwhilel'msearchingforanescapedprisoner,'' said

thesergeantwithanexpressivewmk． 6GSoifyoudon'tmind,
I'llconsiderthatIhaveyourpermissiontothrowthissmoke
bombintoyourcabin,Mr.Apperley.，,
@GIsuppose,"saidAndrew, "thatlmustgiveway. Itwon't

doanyharmtoanyofthefurnitureorhangingsinthecabin?''
"Notawhit.Therearenoacidfumesaboutthestuff.Noth-

mgbutharmlessSmoke,Iassureyou.ThereWillbenodanger.''
Thesergeantpoisedthebombtotoss it lighUyintothe
cabin,butbeforethebombcouldleavehishandaslightly
builtman,movingasfastandsoundlesslyasamyingshadow,
leapedfromthecabindoorstraightpastthesergeantandhis
men,anddivedovertheran.Divedsodeepandsofarthathe
didnotbreakthesurfaceofthewateragainashecameup.
ThesergeantCriedoutinagony. GCIt'sSmgleJack・ Jerry,

yousawright!Getoutthedinghy!''

Thesergeantdidnotthinkofstoppingnowtoaskany
furtherquestionsastowhythefugitivefromjusticeshould
havebeenmthecabmoftheNancyLou.Hewasinstantly
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proceedingtowardtheshoremthedirectionmwhichthe
escapedmanhadswum.
DavidandAndrewsawthreemenleaningontheoars,

C

whiletheplumpfo宜nofthesergeantstoodmtheprow,a
revolvermeachhand.

■

4. "WheneverYouGivetheWOrd!"

ThetwobrotherswatchedtheboatOf themanhunters

swingonamongtheothercraftbetweenthemandtheshore.
Thevsawthattheexcitementspreadlikewndhrealongthe
docks.

6GHowlongbeforethey'llhavehim?''suggestedDavid.
GCNever,Dave．They'nneverhavethatlad.Nottonight,at

theleast!Itisn'tinthemtogethimbacktonight!''
｡GIsthatinstinctwhichmformsyouofthat?''askedDavid

drVlV. .

'.foumaycallitinstinct, ifyouwish.Butisn'titanodd
thingthatwehaven'theardanymorereportsfrom.Coman-
che?''

"Veryodd.They'repealinganalarmonthatchurchbe1l,
are､，tthev？Andseethelanternsalongthedocks・They're

leavingnothingundonetocatchthisfellow!''
GGThev'llhavenoluck,hoWever・They'Uhavenoluck,Itell
you!Let'sgodownandtakeaPeekthroughtheopendoorof
thatcabin.''

GGAndhavethatbrutesprmgoutandtakeusbythethroats?''
$GIfhespringsout,Dave,he'11dousnoharm.''
HedrewaColtandhelditbeforehim.
GGYou'veseenmeshootwiththis littlegun,oldfellow. I

won'tmissatargetasbigastheheartofawolf,ifComanche
ｫhinkshttotackleus!''

I6



l4WHENEVERYOUGIVETHEWORD!''

O6Verywell,yougohrst・ I'venodesireforthatsortOffame,
oldman!''

Davidfonowedinbehindhisbrother.

Theywentdownthestepstothedoorofthecabin,which
Voojwideopen,andthenAndrewthrewalantern'slightinto
theinteriorandexposedaveryoddtableau,indeed!F5rthere
!ay_t.egreatwolfdogstretcheduponthenoor,withstripsof
bgddingfromthebunkusedtotiehisfOurlegstogether,While
ab"d.gearoundhisheadsecUrelymuzzledandgaggedhim!
"Byheavens,"saidDavid,"hemanagedthatjo6aigne!And

insnenceIButwhydidhebothertotierupthef'olf?"
6GI'ntenyou,Dave,butyou'nlaughatme.，,
0dTryme･'’

2@He"ewthatwhenheboltedforfreedom, thedogwould
fOllowhim,andiftherewereanyotherpeoPleontliedeck,
ComanchewouldgofortheirthroatsontheWaytothewater-
side.SohemadeComanchesafebeforehemadehisownbolt
forfreedom.，，

JGAndy,you'llhaveSingleJacktumedm,toasaintbefore
long!''

4･Well, there'sthefact.HetiedComanche. Ifyoucannnd
abetterreasonforthetying, letmehearit!''
ButDavidwassnent,pokinggrudginglyatthemassofthe

〆

prostratebeastwiththetoeofhisshoe.

GGLookatthe･greendevilshowmginhiseyesagain!'' said
David. $GHe'sthesameComgnche・And1月耐mitthatitcom-

pletelyba田esme、Howdidthisfellowmanagetodoit？And
inthenrstplace,howdidheevercallComanchemtothe
water,tosavebim?''

0$Iwolndn'tmakesomuchofamysteryofitasallthat1
No, there'snouseactuaUyinventingdi伍culties,whenthere
areenoughofthemalreadyaboutthething.Butl'11tenyouゴ

what,oldfellow, itsimplygoesasanaddedproofofwhat
I'vesaidbeforecomeringComanche･There'sabroaddog
strainmhim, andthebigrascalsimplyrevertedtothedog
characteristicswhenitcametothepmch.Howelsecanyou

explainit？Hehearsacon皿notion, andpreSentlyheseesa
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maninthewater,halfdead,ormorethanhalfdead, and
barelVabletomakeanyheadwayagamstthecurrent,Coman-
chegetsexcited.

E@hnelife-savinginstinctofhisdogancestorswasYVorLiggin
himrlntothewAierhedived.Heworkeduptothesinting
man，andbroughthimbacktothisship,notbecauseheprized
fhiSbhipasaPlaceofrefuge,butsimplybecauseitwasthe
pointclosesttohim.',
Davidlistenedandnodded.

C5Anverywell,'' saidhe. @4Iadmitthatyouhaveatouchof
logicmthAt.Blitatthesametime,Andy2I"thafthere's
somethingelsebehindit、There，s somethinginfemallymys-
teriousa5outthewholeaHair!Suchadevnofadogcouldn't
havebeentransformedintoahandypetintwosecOnds.，，

@@Still,youwanttohaveyourlitUemySteryout.f"sm4t-
ter･Butitellyou,Dave, thatmysteryisn'tneeded. Justbe
logicalandlookatthefacts. Isaythatthelife-saVmg_s"n
cr5ppedupbmadandbiginComanche.Hecouldn'tPelp
juniPingidtosaveSingleJackDeems,andafterbe"dl)een
Workingfortheman-why,Dave,youknowthattheblactest-
heartedofuswilllovethethingthatwe'vesuHeredfor.You
can'texplainmotherlove, formstance,exceptontheground
thatthemotherhassureredsomuchforthelifewhichshe

hasbrought intotheworld.Thesamewiththismonsterof
ours・HeCouldn'thelphavmgaHectionforamanwhosenfehe
hadsaved.'，

Davidlistenedandnodded.

CGYouhavethelogic,''hesaid. 6GIdon'tpretendthatlwould
saywhatlthinkmacrowd.Butatthesametime, Ifeel !that
therewassomethingpeculiaraboutthewholeaffair.Verype-
culiar,Andy.Butlet itgo.We'llputthenewchainonhim
andgethimbacktothedeckbefbrewetakethebandagesoH
him.Howneatlythey'relaidon, as ifheweretakingcare
toholdthebigdogwithouthurtinghim!Andwhat a
miracle,really,thatthewolfdogwouldletSingleJackhandle
himinthisfashion-nomatterhowhemayhaveleamedto
Iovehim!Andallmabxiefhalfhouro'’
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Heshookhishead,andmdeed,eventhematter-of-factna-

tureofAndrewwasalittleshockedbythethoughtofwhat
hadhappened・Foritconsiderablytranscendedthelimitsof

thepossible,asweareapttoconceiveofthatterm.

TheyputthenewChamonthewolfdogandreturnedthe
animaltoitsplaceonthedeck,wheretheynnedasortof
loosemuzzleonthegreathead,andthenremovedthebonds.
Inspiteofthemuzzle,Comanchemadeanymgslashwithhis
teethatAndy, andthelatterreeledbacksuddenly,witha
shout.Yettherewasnoharmdone, andpresentlythetwo
brotherswereseatedSidebysideonthepoopoftheyacht,
asbefore.

G$Whowouldthmk,''saidDavidgently,asthoughafraidto
breakthequietwhichhadsettledovertheriver, ｡6thattherehad

beensuchacrashingandsmashingofguns,andsweepingof
searchlights,andhootingofhorns!I:t'sanasquietasagrave,
now.”

6GThey'renOtquiet-thehunterS,Imean・They'restillgomg
alongthedocks.Butthey'Unevergethimagain-atleast,not
tonight.''
GGIthinknot,''agreedDavid. ･GHe'snotthesortofafoxthat

canberuntwiceandcaughtmthesameday.Whatdidyou
thinkofhim,Andy?''

6GIhadanoddfeelingabouthim.Butthat'sbecauselknew
thathewasSmgleJack・ofcourse!''

46Ihadanoddfeelingabouthim,tOo.Whatwasyours?''
OGIt'shardtodescribe. I'lltellyouonepartofit.Whenever
Iglancedathim,hewasgrave, andhewasusuallylooking
awayfromme.Buttheinstantthatlglancedawayfromhim,
Ifelttha.thewas lookingstraightatmeandsmiling,witha
sortofsuperior strength, andunderstanding, andtriumph.
However,Ihaven'tbeenabletodescribeexactlvwhatlmean.

ご

Itescapesfromthewords.，，

"I thinklunderstandyou, though, becaUseIfelt some-

thingprettycloselyrelatedtowhatyou'Vebeentalkingabout.
Imeantosay,thatwhenlnrstsawm,beforeIhadheard

hisname,orsomuchasdreamedwhathemightbe, Ihad

I9



SINGLEJACK

averychillyfeeling. Imean,whenIIookedhimmthefaCe,
IhadexacUythefeelingthatComesoveryouwhenyoufeel
,thatsomeoneisstaringatthesmallofyourback-someone
dangerous, amanorabeast-itshootsachinthroughyour
spinalmarrow,youknow.'，
6GExactly!''
GGWell, Ifeltthatwhenlfacedhim. Justasthoughthere
weretwoofhm－onebeforeme,andonesneakingupbehmd
me!''

"Youphraseditjustasthoughyouwerespeakingforme!
Ihadthesamesensation, also!Butwhatabouthisface,old
fellow?Whatdidthatseemnketoyou?''

GCWhy,young-good-lookmg,rather,Isuppose.ButIdon't
rememberthefeaturesveryclearly.Theyseemtobeundera
cloudinmymemory.OnlylknowthatiflweretosCethat
faceanywhere,I'dinstandyrecognizeit!''
Davidfellsilent,musmgandnoddingtohimself.
GGI'vereadsomethingabout it.That'sbeenthe trouble
withSmgleJack'scrookedcareer.Hewouldhavebeenthe
grea,testcrimmalmtheworldfromtheverynrst.Butyousee,
whereverhewent,hewasalwaysrecognizedinstantly.Nobody
thateverhadaglimpseOfhimeverforgOthim.Andeven
hisbestfriendswerealittlebitafraidofhim.Well-youknow

thatit'seasytobetraythingsthatyou'reabi,tafraidof1''
GGYes,Iknowthat!''

4GAndthat'sexactlywhathappenedtoSingleJack. Itseems
thathewasalwaysfairlysquarewi;ththepeoplearoundhim,
anditseemsthattheyhavealwaysbeendoublecrossinghim,
andafterseeinghisface, Icanunderstandwhy･Theywere
toomuchafraidofhimtobesquarewithhim・Isn'tthatit?''

GCIsupposeso,ofcOurse!''grantedAndrew.
"Andthemanhasbeengomglikeashadowthroughthe

world,doingimpossiblethings,andplayingasinglehandbe-
causehec5uldneverhndanothernvingcreatureinwhom
heCouldtrust!''

Therewasasilence,andthenAndrewmurmured:

cCBytheway,Dave, thetriptotheWest-''
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dGWhataboutit?''

"Yourememberourwagerofafewmomentsago-ifany-
ongev"daredtoputhishandontheheadofthewolfdog-''
DavidApperleystruckhishandstogetherwithanexclama-

tion.

‘℃onfoundit,''saidhe． dGI'mcaught.Well,Andy,we'Ustart
wheneveryougivetheword."

5. SingleJackAgain

Aweeklater,DavidApperleyhadstartedwithhisbrother
for"West.Hewastomakeasixmonths'stay,andifhedid
notlikethecountry,mthattime,hewasto6Omebackand
contmuehisoldlifeamonghisfriendsintheEast.Hedidnot

lik.theidea9fmakingthistrip. Ifhewantedgoodhm"ting,
asherepeatedlytoldhisbromer,hecouldgotaplaceswhefe
therewassomethingbettertobehadthaJwolVesandante-
lopes,andonlyaveryoccasionalbear・Thiswasasheerwaste
oftime・However,Andrewwouldnevergiveway, andthere-

◆

torethetriphadtobemade, thetrunkgpacked; thetickets
bought, andthelongjourneyoverlandc6mmenced・ Inthe

baggageC3rwentthegreatwolfdog,Comanche,whirlingback
tohndhisownhomerange, andlearntobaVthe-moon
fromthehaciendaofAndrewApperley・Butevenonthetrain,
Comanchewasatrouble.

AtBuffalo,whiletwoofthewell-tippedportersweretak-
ingthebig,muzzledbruteforawalk,amandashedatthem,
knockedonedown, andtoretheleashfromthehandofthe

second.Butat thatverymoment,bygreat luck, amobof
sectionhandsansweredtheyellsoftheNegroes・Theyswept
overthewould-bedogthief,andhehadtoabandonComanche
mOrdertotakecareofhimself･Witharevolverwhichnashed
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andthreatenedmanytimes,hesndthroughthecrowdwithoUt
fringashotandescaped.

TKeApperleystalkedthematteroverwithagre.tde31of
astonishIdent,6uttheyhnallydecidedthatitmusthavebeen
somecircusagent,for~bothagreedthatComanchewoUldmake
amagnincenrshbwattractionifhewereoncewen-lodged
behindbars1

Theydismissedthatmatterfromtheirmmds,.th.refore,
excepfthattherewereextralargeUpsfOrthenlenmtjeP3g-
gagercar, andextraguardingofthebigdog_jayaqdnight.
Andsothemnesspunawaybehindthem,w皿leAndrewAp-
perleyshowedhisyoungerbrotherwhyitwasth9thelooked
inpoitheWest,noiasarstrangel3nd,butaS"egiQILin.which
hehimselfalreadypossessedalmoStimperialrights,Heshowed
hisbrotherthenatureofhisempire.

Grea,tchangeswerepassmgovertheWest・Formanyand
manyagenefationthatlandhadbeencoveredwitljggttle
whiChwefeofnttleimportancetotherestoftheworld・､Their
hoofsandhidesandhornscouldbeused,tObesure.Butmeat
2ndboneswerewasted・MenOnlykilledasteerforthesake

ofasinglesteak,andpassedon・Therewasnosinfulwaste,
ifonlythehideweresaved.
By~tensofthousands, thegaunt-ribbedlonghornswandered

across theplainsandnlledthevalleys･Thesummerburned
them#hin､Thewmterdriftedthembeforethesnowandkilled
themnkeflies.ButstilltheyincreaSedinnumbers.
Yetall thisbeefwasuselessuntil theengineersandthe

wealthofthenationhadblastedawayacrossthecontinent,
andtherailroadbegantotapthevastfoodresourcesofthe
West.Thatbeefwasnotsogoodasthatofthecorn-fedcatUe
intheEast・Butitwasgoodenoughtomlthepoorman'spot.
Andbeef isbeef, eventhoughitmaybetough! Sothose
thousandsofcattle,wandermgacrosstheplains, acquireda
suddenvalue,andAndrewApperley,outWestonacamping

andhuntingtrip,hadseenthepossibilities･whichwereopen-
mghere.Hehadplentyofmoney, andaventuresomespirit.
HedidnotknowthecatUebusmess,buthecould6ndhired
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menwhodid.Sohewentatthethinginthemostwhole-souled
manner・Hecameon,theheelsofdayswhencows inTexas
cOuldbeboughtforadollarahead. Immediatelyvalues
Changed.Hesawsteerssoldforthirty-fveandfortydollarsa
head.TheIndianshadbeenfencedawayonreservationswhere
theyweresupposedtoremam,andthoselndianshadtobefed.
Therailroadwasrushingtensofthousandsofcattletoward

theEast・Vacuumsbegantoappearonthecrowdedranges.
ThemarketwasbuyinganttlefasterthanthesourcecOilld

supplythewant; thereforethepricesremamedgood.
BuyingfoundationcatUeforhisherds,hereand there,

AndrewApperleysoonspottedtheCountrywithgreatdroveS
ofhiscows.Hewouldbuytwenty-donarbeef iil thesouth
andherditnorthwhereitsoldforfOrtydollars・Everyyear
madehimricherashiscapitaldoubled.Hegrewsogreatm
wealththathehimselfwasbeginnmgtolosetrackofthedetails
andofthetotalmass.Anthathecoulddowastoevolvenew

combinations;opennewmarketsandHoodthemwithcows;
arrangesweepingdrivesovervastdistances-andbuyoffand
hghtofthehdians,thepettywhitethieves,andtheorganized
rustlers.

Forsucha.greatandrapidgrdwthwasnotunaccompanied
byenvy, andthereweremenwhowouldharmhimifthey
could.Themarketswereopenforanyman'scattle.Foolish
questionswerenotaskedconcerningbrandsandbillsofsale.
TheEastwantedcattle; therailroadswereeager ,tohavetheir
stringofcarsnlled;andthebuyerssimplyrakedinthebeef
bytheherd,notlmgeringtooscrupllouslyoverdetailssuch
asbrands.

Insuchatime, thetemptationwasgreat.Oneneededonly
runone'shorsearoundaneatlittlegroupofbeeves, andhead
themthroughacutamongthehills・Afewdayslater,one's
cowswereinthehandsoftheshippers,andafewsolidthou-
sandshadsunkmtoone'swallet.

Thatwasnotan.Onthegreatrange,thesquattersdropped
down,hereandthere，andquietlytheysettowork, atodd

moments,withtheirropesandrunnmgirons・Theydevised
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brandswhichweremerelymildalterationsofthoseofthe
nearestcatUeking.FromSeasontoseason, thehomeherdof
thesquattergrewwithastrangespeed.Eingllyhewasstr"g
enoughandfichenoughtobehonest.HisfQrtugewa\stab-
lishea.HesteppedintOtheranksoflawandorderandbegan
tooiluphisgimtogetthe"confoundedrustlers!"
NowsuchacolossusasAndrewApperleywassuretoat‐
tracttheattentionofanofthesethieves.Helostcowsand
&lvesbvonesandtwoseveryhouroftheday,andnowand
thenlitderustlerscnppedoffadozen, orhftyhead.Theg

‐

(5erewerebolderbahaswhoSlashedawaycatUefromhis
herdsahundredatatme.Worstofan,therewerethewell-
3rgamzed,highlypaid,professional,"dthor9ugh-go"banjg
ofefustler3w5ofobkfVehundredheadatatime,andthought
thatyearlostinwhichtheydidnotmanagCtqmake.onegreat
driv6oftwoorthreethousandheadinasinglehaul!
DavidApperleyheardthesetaleswithincreaSmgexpite"".
"But,Aidy,''6ewouldcry,"there'salawintllelgnd!We

PaytaxestOourgovernment･Itmustprotectus.You'rebeing
616dtotheextentofhalfyourpronts,almost."
6CDon'tblamethegovernment,DaVe・Itdoeswhatitcan.But
itcan'tkeeppacewiththegrowthofourcountryin_square
milesofcditleandcattleinterests.Lawisworkmgitsway
towardus,butitwmbesomeyearsbeforeitamives,andm
themeantime,AlecShodressgrowsfatonme!''
GGWhoisthisShodress?''

$GThesmoothest,cleverest,deepestscoundrelthateversmiled
invourfacewhilehesentamantostabyouintheback!He
e

ha5mysectionofthecountrybythethroat,andhe'sbleeding
itwhite!''

｡.I'mgrowmghotunderthecollar.TellmeaboutShodress!'3
"It'snouse,Dave.I'vebroughtyouoUtWesttohaveagood

timeandtoseetheCountry・ Idon'twantyoutopitchinand

hghtmybatUesforme.I'ntrytohandlethemfOrmyself!Be-
sides,theShodressstoryistoolong!''
ButDavidmsisted,andsothestorywasforthcoming.Alex-
anderShodress,ofadimorunknownpast,haddroppedinto
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theWestandsuddenlyfoundhimselfathomemtheregion
ofcattleandcattlethieves.Buthebelievedmattherewas

nothingnkealifeofsecurity; thereforehestartedtomake
himselfsecure・Hearrangedmatterssothathecouldstealwith
aperfectsecuritytohimself.
dGHowcanhedothat?''askedDavid,hotwithinterest.

G6Itsoundsodd.ThepomtisthatShodresshimselfremains
mthebackgroundandsendsouthisthugsandhiscrooksto
dotheactiveridingthemselves.Hesuppliesthemoneyandthe

rewards・Ifanyofthemarecaughtandjaned,hehiresgood

lawyers todefendthemandahnostalwaysbringsthemoff.
Or, ifpeacefulmeansdon'twork,hecanbribethejailkeeper

toanowanescape,andinapinch,hehassentalonghisen-
tirelittlearmytogetoneOfhisadherentsoutOfjail.Sohe's
surroundedbymenwhobelieveinhim･Hemnsthebiggest
store, thebiggesthotel,thebiggestsaloonmthetownofYeo-
ville.He'stheinformalbankeroftheplace. InfaC,t,Shodress
isYeoville.Everyoneknowsthatheiscrooked,butnoone

wantstotalkabout it.He'spolite,good-naturedonthesur-
face, andverymuchgiventoactsofcharity.There'snota
poorfamilywithinahundredmilesthatcan'ttellyouhow
Shodresshashelpedthemouttimeandagain.Theyneverstop
toaskwherethemoneycamefrom, andtheyarejustabit
amusediftheyguessthatthemoneywhichcomestothemhas
beendippedoutofmypocketbytheirAlecShodress・Andso
theycontinuetovoteforhismenforsherir;hepracticallyap-
pointsthejudges;herunsthecounty,andthecounty,onthe
whole, isgladtoberun・ Iownthemajorportionoftheprop-
ertyoftheCountryside.Shodressmakesitaruletobescrupu-
louslyjusttoeveryoneexcepttome,sothathehasathousand
menpraisinghim,andonlyOnemantodamnhim.Wen,Dave,
inacountrylikeours,athousandvotesalwaysweighsdown
one･Rndwhilehecandowhathenkes,there'snowayinwhich

Icanliftahandagainsth血． Icouldn'tpossiblyhndajury
thatwouldvoteinanywayagainstthedesiresofbigShodress.''
Davidlistenedtothistalemanimpatientagonyofindig-

nation.
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G4Therehastobeawayout!''heexclaimed. :GMyword,
Andy,youforgetthatl'malawyer・ Ihaven'tbeenaveryac-
tiVeone,butmaybethisismychancetohangoutmyshmgle!''
CcWhere?'' saidAndrew,smiling.
C$InYeoviUe!''excl2imedDavid.

GGHello!''

GGImeanit・Bythepowers,Andy,I'vealwaysUkedalitUe
spiceofdanger,andinsteadofhuntingwildbeasts,letmehave
afairchancetohuntwhattroubleIcan.nndmYeoville!''

G6I'dneverconsent・They'dknlyoumnveminutes!''
G4Theywouldn't. I'nshowthemonedecentmanwiningto

standupagainstcrookedShodress・Andmthelongrun,even
crookspreferhonestpeople. I'11meetShodressonhisown
ground. Imlopenastore,andasaloon,andahotel-andl'U
usemylawyer's trainingtonghteverycaseagamsthim
throughthecourts.Athrstl'Uloseeverything･Butaftera
while, I'llbegmtogetmyhandsonanttleoftheestimation
ofthecountV-''

該

AndrewApperleyleanedforwardandlookeddeeplyand
earnestlyintothefaceofhisyoungerbrother.
6GYouwouldbetakmgyournfemyourhands,''hesaid

gravely． －
C6Thegamewouldbeworthitt''

$4Itwinkinyouormakeyou・Areyoureallywnlingtotake
thechance?''

6GHottodoit!''

ThetramwasrollingsouthwestfromSt・Louisasthiscon-

versationprogreSsed, andtheblackofthemghtturnedthe
facesofthewmdowsmtodeepandpolishedpoolsofebony
inwhichthalightedmteriorofthecarwasrenected.
David, shakingouthisnewspaper,histhoughtsfarawayon
thenewnfewhichhewasevennowplanning, suddenlyex-
claimed: $GHeno!Here'swhatyou'vedone,Andy!mmisnne
heroofyours, thisSingleJack, israismgthevery~devil in
Boston!Look!''

Theheadlmespreadhalfwayacross thefrontpage・ Ina
Bostonbankrobbery, threemenhadbeenshOtdownincold

26



SINGLEJACKAGAIN

blood,andthedeedwasattribUtedtoSingleJackDeems・The
policeweresurethathiswasthecruelheartandthesurehand
whichhaddonethatblackdeed.

'Ihetramslowed,grindmgmtoasmallsidingbeyondthe
city.

GcHemayhavedoneit,''admittedAndrew． "Iplayedlong
chancesthathemightbeworthsaving, andperhapsIwas
wrong.Andif-goodheavens1''
Hesatrigid.

G6Look!''hewmspered.
GGWhere?''

C6Beyondthatlampbesidethestationbuilding.There,now,
justpressingpasttwoofthoseexpressmen-"
"GGAh,youmeantheslenderfenowwiththebroad-brimmed

hat?''

6CYes･Everseehimbefore?''

C6Idon'tthinkso.Helooksverymuchlikeanyone!''
‘‘Doeshe？Notatan1Watchhisstep1，，
6GWhatofit?Likethestepofanyone, isn'tit?''

G6Man,man,afteryou'vebeeninthiscountryawhile,you'll
learn. touseyoureyesbetter・Likeacat'sstep, I'dsay!But

wait－whatthedevnishedom9？He，sgoingstraighttoward
thatpairofporterswhoarewithComanche・Look,Dave,he's
oiferingthemmoney-，，

Thestrangerinquestionhadturnedalittle,atthismoment.
NowitwasDavid'smrntoexclaim. GG1t'sSingleJack!''
dGIt'sSingleJack,''Andrewnodded. @GHe's tryingtobribe

thoseNegroes・He'sgotahandfulofmoney,there-andlook
atComanche!''

Thegreatwolfdogwasgoingintothemaddestecstasies,
Hinginghimselfoutfuriously, againandagain, inaneHortto
getatSmgleJack･Butthosewerenotecstasiesoffury; even
atthatdistance, theycouldseethatthebigbrutewasvibrat-
ingwithjoy.
Andrewandhisbrotherwerealreadyonthewaytostop

thecriminal,whateverhispurpose.Butwhentheyreachedthe

place, theyfoundthefamousthuggone,andthetwoporters
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weregoingupanddowntoexercisethedog・Thefacesofboth
seemedtoAndrewApperleyalittledrawn.
GfWhat'shappenedtoyoulately?"askedAndrewApperley.
･GMisterApperley,'' saidthebiggerofthetwoNegroes, .GI

dunnowhatsortofalimngthisheredoghasgotinsideofhim,
silverorgold,buttherewasagen'manhere, justnow, that
wouldhavegivenusanythingweaskedfOr, ifwe'donlylet
himhavelhatleadropeforhalfammute, sothatthedog
Couldgettohim-''

G$Don'tworryaboutthat,''saidAndrew. GGI'nseethatyou
getjustasmuchasheoHeredyou.Besidesthat,I'nseethatyoU
havearecommendationfOrhonestytothepresidentofthe

road・ Beyondthat,keepyoureyessharp, andnever take
Comancheoutforexerciseunlessyouhaveacrowdaround
tohelpyoU.

． 99

Theywentbacktotheirseatsinthecar,Andrewwithan
nnxiousface． 一

C0Youseethestory?''heasked.

CGIseethattheBostonpolicehavened.SingleJackcould
neverhavecommittedthatBostoncrimemtimetogethereto
St.Louis.''

G4That'sonething・But themost importantthingis that
SingleJackisfonowingustryingtogetComancheawayfrom
us.Andlsupposethatitwouldbeanttlemorecomfortable
ifwehadthedevilhimselfatourheels!''

6GFollowmgus,forthesakeofadog?'' "
GGYousawforyourself.''
6GWhatonearthcouldthathuntedthugdowithadog?''

CGIdon'tknow･Idon'texplain,butltellyouthatwehaven't
seenthelastofMr.Deems!''
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Theyturnedthequestionseriouslybackandforthmtheir
minds､1twasAndrewwhoproposedwhatseemednearesttoa
solutionofthemvsterv.

〆 等 ロ

dGTbisfellowDeemsisacityrat・Neverbeenoutofthe
shadowofthecityaneysinhislife, butwhenhesawCo-
,manche,helosthisheadaboutthebigdog.Hehadneverseen
anythinglikeComanchebefore.Heowedhislifemtheriver

tOthatbrute・Andafterhegotawayfromtheboat and
thoughtthe,thingover,hecouldn'trootComancheoutofhis
memOry・Hesimplywantedthatdogandhadtohaveit.Like
achildratherthanagrownman･Youknow,Dave,thatmost
criminalsarechildrenmintenigence.Hecouldn'tbehappy
withoutComgnche-thoughheprobablyhasn'ttheslightest
ideawhathe'lldowiththedogafterhegetsit.Sohecrept
Outfromtheshadowofthecity, andhe'sdoggedthistram
acrossthecontinent・Thehrsttime,hetriedtogetmedogby
force, andhewouldhavesucceeded,exceptthat luckwas
againsthim・Thesecondtime,hetriedbribery,buthefailed
thattime,also・Whatwmhedonext?''

Davidshruggedhisshoulders.

GGDoyouremember,''heasked,"howheheadedforthatbig
passengershipasitcamedowntheEastRiver?''
6GOfcourseIremember.''

G@Well, I'veanideathathe'11getComanChebeforehe's
throughwiththegame.Butwhataratheis,Andy!Wensh
himoutoftheriverandsavehishidaThenheturnsaround

andtriestostealfromyou1''

TheytalkednomoreofSingleJackDeems,buttheyletthe

wordgoforththatthemanwhowasattemptingtogetthewolf
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dogwas thefamousoutlaw.Andthatwassumcienttosur-
roundComanchewithtrebledattention.

Inthemeantime, thetrainwasstreakingsteadnywestand
south.Finanytheydrewupattheirlaststop.TheApperleysno
longerwerelookingthroughthewmdowofthetrainatthe
broWndesert,partiallyobscuredbyswirlsofdust.Theywere
standingunderthesamehotsky,paleandblue-whiteabOve
them. Intothewaitingbuckboardtheyclimbed・Theirlug-
gagewaspiledmtoanotherandlargerwagon,andwithCoS
alailcheseCuredbehindtheseat,theystartedthedrivetoward
theApperleyranch.
Abronzedcowpunchercanteredhispintoalongside.
C･Isthereanynewsworthtelling,Joe?''askedAndrewAp-

perley. ,
0GItdepends,''saidthepuncher． 6GWhatkindofthingmakes

news?''

GGBadnewshrst.WhataboutShodress?"

‘‘Shodress？He，sbeenprettyquiet,exceptaboutthreeweeks
ago・HisboysmftedelevenhundredheadoftheDmgle
place.''
6GElevenhundredhead!''

GGSure.TheyCamedowninamob・TYneykinedChristyBarr
andoldLewes.TheyshotupLeftyandSmith・Andafterthat
therewasnobodyeventotrail'em,Theygotcleanaway.Alot
ofus triedtopickuptheirtrail・But theyweregone.We
couldn'tlocateahoofofthewholebunchexceptorieoldcow
thathadbeencutorbylobosandpartOfherate・ShOdressm
stillridinghighandpretty.,，
TherancherlistenedtothisstoryWithanemotionlessface.

Buthisbrotherinqmredanxiously: @｡Waitamoment,Andrew.
Elevenhundredheadattwentydonarsahead-''

"Atthirty-EvedOllarsahead, ifyOuplease.”
6GWhy,Andy, that'sclosetofortythousanddonarssnapped

awav－，，
ご

6GGonerightupinsmoke,ofcourse!''
6GAndnothingdoneaboutit?''
$6WhatCanbedone?''
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6CWhy,youknowthatShodressdidit?''

‘‘Don，twe1Buthowcanweproveit？Andifwebringthe
"setotrial,itwmhavetobebeforeShodresgpetjudge.And
itwinbeajuryofhishiredmenwhonstentOthecase.We

triedonceortwicebefore・Butthelawhasonlyoneleg,outm
thiSdirection,andShodresspossessestheonlycrutchlhaten-
ablesittowalk!''

Hespokewithagoodhumorandself-controlthatamazed
hisyoungerbrother.
｡GHowhaveyoulearnedtostandthisstuH?''askedDavid.

sGPoker,Dave,''saidtheother,good-naturedly."Pokertaught
mehowtokeepmyface-andhowtowaitformyturnatfhe
cards・Oneofthesedaysl'llrunupastackeddeckandhand
theShodressgangadealthatwillfinishthemoH,Ihope.,,
‘℃omanchedon'tlooknothinner,''sangthepuncher,pomt-
mgtothebighoundandmuzzledbrute.

¥He'sfOundafriend,''saidAndrewApperley.
GGHoldonlYoumeanthat?''

06Yes.EverhearofSingleJackDeems?''
GGNohombrebythatnameeverbeenheardofaroundhere,''

saidthepuncher.

GGWen,youmayhearofhimbeforelong,'' saidAndrew
Apperley,andheaddedtohisbrother: "That'sfameforyou,
Dave!There'sthemostspectacularcriminalmthecountry,
andheisn'tknown・ Itellyou, there'sabordernnebetween
theEastandtheWest,and・nonewscomesacrossitthat'sof
anyimportanceouthere!''

6GThenwhatisofimponance?''
GGWhyJnowmuchwaterismthetanks,mthesummer.
Howmuchsnowthereismthewmter・Whatdiseasesareboth-

elingthecows.Whetherthescrewwormisbad・Whohave
beenshootingupanyofthetowns,recently･Whatisthename
ofthebuckaroofromMontanathatrodetheoutlawhorsein

theJenningsoutht,andaretheygivingadancetomolTow
nightatthecrossroads・That'sthesortofthingthatmakesup
thenewsouthere.，，

6GNopapers?Nomagazmes?''
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GOOh, afew.Butwedon'tbelievewhatwereadinthem.
They'reallactiontous. Ifwebenevedthem,wemightgFow
lonely,andit'sbetternottodothat!Lookahead,Dave!''

0GWell?''

6fAswegooverthetopofthathill, sightdownthevalley.''
Theyswayedupthehill, andastheylurchedintoatrotat

thecrest,Davidhadaglimpsefarofofagreatgreenblurof
ground,attheheadofthevalley,andmthemiddleofthat
rollinggreenery,fencedinwithmesofsplendidyoungtrees,
thereWasawide-armedhouse, sprawlingwideacross the
ground.

60That'stheCasaApperley,Davel''

7. Com副加配heBarks!

Thedinmgroomopenedonthepatioatoneend, andat
theotheronthefrontgarden.

GGSothat theguestswmneverbehurtmastamPede,''
AndrewAppcrleyexplainedwithasmne.
Therewasahnostroomtobelieveinsuchanexplanation,

forthatmght,oneachsideofthatlongtablenfteenmensat
downtoeat, andonemansatateachend･David,Andrew,

andtheforemanweretheonlymembersofthatpartywho

couldbesaidtobelongtotheC4family.''TherestwerestT2n-
gers・TheyspokeacheerfulwordofgreetmgtoAndrew,and

theyacknowledgedtheintrOductiontoDavidwithasilent
glanceofmterestandcriticism.ButafterthesmanCeremony,
matterswentaheadquiteasthougheachmanweresittmgat
hisownboard.

Inthemiddleofthemeal,whneroastporkandfriedpo-
tatoesandcabbageandnapjacksandhommyandbuttermilk

andcoHeenowedbythehundredweightandtheganon, a
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thirty-thirdguestenteredthatroom,aslow-moving,dark-faced
manwhohungasaddleandabridleononeofthemany
pegsatthefartherendoftheroomandthenadvahncedwith
longstrides.

Hestoodwithhisbackagainstthewa11,hishands.dropped
onhiships.

G@Iwas sortofpressedfortime. Ithoughtyouwouldn't
mindifIdroppedm?''

‘℃ertainlynot,Whaley・Didyouputupyourhorse?''
6GIleftherattherack.''

6GI'vennishedmysupper・Takemyplace,becausetherest
Ofthetableismled.1'11seethatyourmareiSfedandgrained.,’
GcIthinkthiskindofyou,Apperley."
Davidwithdrewwithhisbrother.

$6Someoldfriendofyours?''heasked,~amR7edatthenon-

chalantmannermwhich･thestrangerhadtakentheplaceof
thehostatthetable.

G(That'sWhaley, themurderer・HekilledfourmeninTuc-

son,notlongago・ Ididn'tknowthathewas'mthispartof
thecountrv.，，

‐

0GGoodheavens,Andy!KilledfOur!Areyouafraidtotackle
him?''

‘‘Afraid？Ihaveenoughmenonthisplacetoblowtwenty
Whaleystothedevnandbackagam・Butthismancameinand

hunghisbridleandhissaddleonthepeginmyhouse.He
askedforshelterandhospitality,Dave・Andthatrequestisir-

resistibleinthispartoftheworld.Whenheleavesthehouse,
themomenthe'soHmylandIcanfollowhimandstophim,

iflwishto.AndlcanshoothimtodeathifI'mcleverenough
andfastenOugh･Butoncehepassesmythreshold,hehasa

claimonmetodoeverythingthatIcantomakeh血ncomfort-

able-exceptthatit'snotconsideredgoodformforanoutlaw
toaskforammunitionorachangeofhorses.''

David, freshfromthelawcourtsoftheEast, turnedand

1ookedbackatthenoisytable, fortheconversationhadnot

beenmtheleastdepressedbythearrivalofthisfamouscrim-
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in21.Instead,themerrimentseemedtohavemcreased.Hard
ciderwasgoingtherounds,borneinenormouspitchersbythe
busywaiters・AndthejoyattheboardofApperleymcreased
evefvmoment-withamurderer sittingattheheadofthe

ご

table!

SoDaVidwentoutdoorswithhisbrother,withmanyofhis
formerideasofmenandeventsinthisworldspinningaround
mhisbrain.

HewatchedAndrewwhilethelatter,withthegreatestcare,

tookfromthehitching-raCkthesweating, tremblingdown-
headedmarefromwhichtheoutlawhadjustdismounted・Her
flanks,Davidsaw,werereddenedbyfrequentvisitationsof
thespur.Andrewconductedhertothestable, threwmapilch-
forkfullofchoicehay,andplacedgraininhermanger.Then
hecalledastableboyandbadehimrubdownthemarewhile
sheate.

Heretumedtotheopenairwithhisbrother.
GGWhatdoyougambyit?''askedDavid.
CdIdon'tknow.Nothin9,perhaps・Oragain, ifl'meveran

outlawmyself, Ithinkthatpeoplewillbekmdtome・Orif
thatneverhappens,atleast, Isleepsoundatnight.''
6GYou'vebeendomgthisforyears?''
GGYes,eversincelmademybigstakeandbuiltthisplace.，,
0GAndyetwithallyourliberality,youcan'twinachanceat

even-handedjustice?Thatspeakshardforthemenwhom!you
entertainhere!''

GGHospitalityisonethmg, andalawcourtisanother・These
mendon'tlikethelaw・Manyofthemhavegoodreasons-the

verybestofreasons-fornotlikingit・Butatthesametime,
theygivemegreatprivneges・Decencyisneverwastedouthere.
Icanridethroughthewildestpartsoftherangewithoutagun,
andneverbeintheslightestdanger. Ilikethesepeople, andI

thinktheylikeme・Thatmutual likingisasu誼cientreward
tomeforthismoneylspendinrunningasortoffreehotel,
asyoumightcanit.Shodressandhiscrewhelpthemselvesto
mycattlewhentheycan,andtheyknowIambidingmytime
togetthemmtroubleforit.Nevertheless,Icanriderightmto
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!hemwnofYeoville,whereShodressislordandmaster,and
beinnomoredanger,hardly, thanlamatthepresentmo-
mentonmyownplace． I'veworkedhardtogetareputation
whichmeansasmuchasthis,andit'sworthmOneyaideHort
lOmaintainthegoodname. Itmakesitpossible, fbrinstance,
formetotrustyourownlifeinYeoville, ifyoureallvare
hardyenoughtoplanongoingthroughwithyOilr.idea.Butifhardyenoughtoplanongoingthroughwithyour,idea･Butif
youwerenotmybrother,Dave,youwouldn'tlasthveminutes

m".placeafterthefrsttimethatyoushOwedthemyour
hand!''

TothiSspeech,Davidlistenedwiththegreatestattention!
Itwasstillanotherproofthathewas ina弓Worldwhichwas
entirelynew.

GGNowtellmefrankly,''saidhe, :Gwhatlshoulddo. ifIwant
togetoninthispartoftheStates?''

6$Icantellyoumanntshell.Forgetmanners;remembertO
besimpleandhonest・Idon'tmeanthatyou'reafectedorcon-
ceitednow.But inourownpartoftheworld,perhaps, it
amountstoalittlesomethingtobeanApperley.We'refairly
rich;Ourfamlyisratherold;wemoveambngthebestsortOf
people.All thosethingsmakemostpeoplewemeettakeus
forgranted.Butouthereyou'UhndaHairsarediHerent.A
manisexactlywhatheproveshimselftobe.Toberichandof

allpldfamilyisrather againsthim, thanotherwise.They
●

willtakenothmgforgranted・Thehrsttouchofconceitand
mannerSmakes theirlipscurl，Doyouunderstandme？Be

Simple, straightforward,direct.Talktoeverymanasthough
hewereyourbrother-butabrotherwithouttheslightestm-
terestinyourpastgreatnessoryourfuturesuccess. Ifyoucan
saysomethingimportantorentertaming, thentalk.Otherwise,
shutupandstaysnentUntilyOucanthmkofsomethingthat's
worthlisteningto.AndrememberthatthefenOwyou'retalking
todidn'tknowyournamefveminutesbefore, andthathe'11
forget ithveminuteshence・Thegreatest thingthatcanbe
saidaboutanymaninthecattlecountryisthathe'ssquare.
Thatmeanshonest,butitmeansmorethanhonest・Agreat
many@square'men, Ihavenodoubt,maysometimeshave
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playedratherashadygameatpoKer,andmayoccasionallylift
acowortwoforamusementorforbeef.ButtheV'refellows

whoareknowntostickbytheirfriends inapinch; they're
menwhodon'tgossipaboutmenwhocan'tdefendtheirown

goodnames; they'refellowswhogiveyouhalfoftheir last
dollarandhalfoftheirlastdrinkofwhiskevnotbecause

you'reafriendtOthem, butbecauseyou'reinneed・Now,

Dave, I.hopeandpraythatl'vebeenabletomakemyself

knowninthisseCtionoftheworldasasquareman,andbefore

youleaveme,IWantthemtocallyOubythesamename.And

whenoneofthesecowpuncherswhoworkformesaysthat

mybrotheriscSureasquare-shooter,'thenl'nknowthatyou've

passedmusterandreceivedtheaccolade!''

6$I'1lrememberanthiscarefully,''saidDavidquietly. PGWhy,

Andy, thisgameisgoingtobeharderthananytigerhunting,

andjustaboutasdangerous!''

Headded: ｡CThere'sComancheyellmgatthemoonagam;
orishecaUingforhispack?''

q･Heneverhadapack・He'salWaysbeenalonewolf.''
d4Tooinfernamymeantogetonwitheven.amate、 Isup-

pose?''

$GHe'soneofthosequeermixturesthatcan'thndaplace,''
saidtheelderbrotherthoughtfully． OGHe'stoomuchofawolf

togetonwithdogs, andtoomuchofadogtogetonwith
wolves・He'stoowildtobetamed, and,perhaps, foranwe
know,hemaybetOotametobethorougmyathomeinthe
wilderness.，，

qGYou'remakingaproblemoutofhim,''Davidsaidwitha
smile.

‘‘Whynot？’，lltellyou，Dave,thatlneverseeastrongman
gonewrongthatIdon'tfeelwhatacrackmggoodmanhas
gonetowastemtherubofthings.”

GGTush!'' saidDavid,whowas.farthemorehard-headedof

thetwo． 0GThere'snothingtothat.Nomatterwhat'sinaman,
lifebrings itout, eithergoodorbad,andso"there'snousein

shedding'tearsoverawolfdog!Asavagebrute,markyoumy
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words, that'llneverhaveanythingtodowithanymanexcept
toputteethmhim-''

G6Andyet,Dave,youyourselfsawhimacttoSmgleJack
DeemslikeamothertOachild!''

Davidfensnent,butstillhesmiled,andthenwentofto

theroomthathadbeenassignedtohim.HeCompletedhiS
unpackmg,whiletherancherwenttohiso伍cewhichstood

withadooropenuponalittleprivateveranda.Thatopendoor
wasasignthatalltheworldcouldComefreelymtotalkbusi-
nesswithMr.AndrewApperley.
HewasnosoonerseatedathisdeskthanaHoodofwork

pouredinuponhim.Heforgottime.Theafternoonslipped
intotheevening・CoHeeandsandwicheswerebroughttohim
atsuppertime,whichwasalwaystherLneunlesshecameout
forthemeal,andstillintothenighthewentonwithhiswork

andpickingupthemanyreinswhichhadbeendroppedevenby
hise価cientforeman.Fromtheoutsidehehearda~noisethat

madehimlifthisheadfromhisworkandlisteninamazement,

foritwasthevoiceofthewolf,Comanche,notbayingatthe
moonwiththemelancholywolfyell,butfrsthowling, then
growling,andthenbreakingmtoaharshbarking1
IfAndrewneededanypositiveproofastothedogbloodin

thisammal,thatsoundofbarkingwasenough!

8. APriceforConnanche

う｡

All thenoisesthatawolfmakesarebusmesslikeandhave

ameaning.Hisgrowl,hissnarl,hiswhimper,hishowl,andall
theringmgcriesofthechase,havedehnitemeanings,andany
wiseoldtrappercantellyouexactlywhatwords standfor
mostofthem.Butbarkingisusuallyamerenoise・Itmayhave

furyinit; itmayhavehappiness; itmaybemerenoisefor
つ勺
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thesakeofnoise・ComanCheneverbeforehadbeenguiltyof
suchafolly.

Instantly,otherdogsaroundtheplacetookupthecho",
farandnear.Theyliadbeensilentmawewmetheterrible
wolfvoicerangthlou"theairandshrilledat themqgn.
Butnowtheytooksuddenheart・Theybarkedsavagely.The
ranchercoIndnothelpsmningashelistened.
HelookedouttheOpendoorway, andafterhisheadhad
beenturnedfromhislamp, foramoment,hecouldseethe
dimstarssprinkledlowalongtheedgeofthesky, likegold
dust sprinklingvelvetofthedarkestblue.Thesharptaste
ofalkaliwasmthewindthatpuffedlazilythroughtheen-

trance,andheclosedhiseyesandsmiledagain.Foritwasa
goodworld,mtheeyesofAndrewApperley･Heonlyhoped
fhathis idleyoungerbrothermighthndinthisnewregion
somesortofchanengewhichwouldmakeamanofhim.
Thenheturnedbacktohisworkandkeptbusilyatituntil

hefelt that thedistanteyesofthestars,behindhim,were
replacedbyothers,watchinghimcoldly, and､closerathand.
Heraisedhisheadandwaited, andfelthisbloodturn

cold.Then,whirlingaboutinasuddenpanic,hesaw, juston
thevergeoftheshadowsathisdoor,wheretheweaklamp-
lightmettheblackheartofthenight,twoeyesfilledwithgreen,
terriblefire,watchinghimintently.Afterthat,hedistmguished
thewholemightyformofComanche!
Helaid-hishandupontherevolverinhisholster,buthe

hesitatedtodrawit,fortheinstantthathemadesuchamove-
ment,heknewthatthemonsterwouldilyathim・Andthough

hisbulletmightplowstraightthroughthebodyofthewolf
dog, still,unlessitreachedtheheart,Comanchewouldbeat
himforafewdyingslashes・AndrewApperleykneWbefore-
handwhatevenoneofthosewhiteswordstrokescouldmean.

Hegrewtenser.Hethoughtofcallingout･Buthefeltthat
acall,oranythingmorethanamoveofthehand,wouldbring
terribledangerilyingathisthroat.
Soheenduredthroughafewterriblesecondsuntilaman's

voicesaidgentlyfromtheblackofthenight:
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CGIcamedowntogetComanche・Butlthoughtthatperhaps
I'dbetterseeyounrst,abouttheprice!''
mtotheglimmeringvergeoftheCircleoflight, stepped

thefOrmof$GSingle''Jack.
66Deems!Deems!''exclaimedtherancher． ‘℃omein,man1''
Thecrimmalsteppedintothedoorwayandoutofit,with
amovementswiftasaboxer's．､Havmgremovedhimselffrom
theglowwhichframedhimmthedoorwayasanexcellent
targetforanymarksman,hetookupmspositionagamstthe
wan,atananglefromwhichhecouldwatchboththerancher

andtheopendoor,withanoftheperilSwhichm邸tlurkbe-
yondit.

C･manche, stinsnarlingsilently,withaliftedlip, slmk
mwithhismasterandplantedhimselfmfrontofinim,his
manebrisUmgashefacedApperley.
GGSitdown,''saidtherancher, ;Gandtellmehowinthename

ofaUthatiswonderful,youmanagedtogetacrosstheopen
rangetothisplace!Didn'tyouknowthattheywerelooking
foryouallupanddownthelmeoftherailroad?''

'Iheothernoddedgravely.
CGTheywerelookingforme,''headmitted, GGbutIwaslook-

ingfOrthem,too,andSoldriftedalonguntillheardComan-
checalling.''

Thereweremany,manythingsthatApperleywouldhave
beengladtoknow,buthefeltthatitwasuselesstoask.What

wouldbethesensemaddressingquestionstothewolfdog
whichcrouchedat ‘thefOotofthisstrangeyouth？Andinthe
darkfaceandtheblackeyesofSingleJack,hesaw,orthought
hesaw, thesamewolishspiritwhichcausedComancheto

barehisfangs・Howhadheeludedthesearchers？Howhad
hejoumeyedacrosstherange？Whomhadhedaredtoask

questionsof？Buttherewasnowayofdrawingouttheanswer．
66AfterIgotComanche,''wentontheother, ｡GIcouldn't
helprememberingthatyouhelpedhimnshmeoutofthe
riverwhenlwasspent, Ioweyousomethingforthat,andl

oweyousomethingforComanche.Aboutwhatdoesthebin
Cometo?''
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64I'veneverputapriceonsuchthings,'' saidtherancherp
drawinghim･out．
｡GYouneverhave?''

I$Never,'' saidAndrewApperley,6ndingitalittlehardto
meetthosedark, fathomlesseyes.Fortherewasnohuman
kindnessinthem,Therewasnothingbutthedarkwatchfulness

ofapanther.Neitherkindnorunkind,butceaselesslyalert,
andalwayswithahauntinghrereadytoappearinthem.
Whatwerethoseeyeswhenthenreburnedbrightly,Ap-

perleywondered.
"Youcanmakeaguess.There'sapriceforeverything,''

saidSingleJack.
$CForeverything?''

6GWhy,yes.You'reabusinessman!''
G&Butfornshingamanoutoftheriver?''
CGWell, there'swaysofguessingatapriceonme,'' saidthe

youthas :gravelyasever． CsThegovernmenthasstakedeleven
thousanddollarSonme-deadoralive.''

GGDeadoralive!''murmuredtherancher.

GGYes.''

$GAnymanwhodarestofightyouandcandownyougets
thatmuch?''

GGYes.''

GGAndanysneakwhocanwormhiswayuptoyouinthe
darkandputabunetthroughyourheadgetsthatmuch,too?''
.GGYes.'' -

6GIt'shard1'' saidApperley. $G1t'shardpractice1''
Theothershookhishead.

s$Idon'taskanythingbetter,''hesaid. ･GIdon'taskthem
iftheymmdwhenIblowasafe，dol？There，salotofgood
menthathavebeenruinedbecauseI'vecrackedasafeor

liftedsomebonds,hereandthere・Sowhyshouldn't ,thegov-

ernmentputapriCeonmyhead?''

ItwasnotthelogicofthissomuchasthecalmconvictiolI
withwhichitwasstatedthatamazedApperley.

G@Inoneway,''heconsented, $Gitmakesabusinessoutofit.，，
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cGOragoodgamblmgdeal,atleast,''saidSingleJack． GGWith
thecardscrookedonbothsides!''

GGCrooked?''

“Isthereanythingthatthevhaven，ttried，togetme？Even

bribingpeople thatmight have beenmy friends・ Even
poison-''

GGHello!Notpoison!'' b
66Letsomeoneputeleventhousandonyourhead,Apperley,
andseehowlongitwillbethattheyhuntyoufairandsquarel
However,Idon'tmind.Icrookthecardsonthem,too・Ibribe

cashiers,nowandthen.IstackthedeckWheneverlcan.And

sowe'reallsquare.I'vegiventhemasmuchasthey'vegiven
me・Theropethat'stohangmeisstillonthestretch・Andl
holdnogrudgesagainst them,oranybody･ Iholdnokind
feelings,either,except-''
Hepaused,andthedangerousglimmerthathadcomeinto

hiseyesfadedandwaslostinashadowofperplexity.
G6Exceptwithyou,Apperley!''hesaid. 6GYoucouldhave

hadthateleventhousanddollars, ifyouwantedit. Justby
speakmgmyname-andyoudidn't・Whynot?''
Hisamazementstaredblanklyatthefaceoftherancher.

.GWhy,man,beingonmyboat,youwereaguest,weren't
you?''
4GEleventhousanddollars'worthofguest?'' sneered the

criminal,hiseyesnashingintOtheverysoulof theother.
"Orelevenmnliondonars'worthofguest,'' saidApperley

hrmly.
GGIsee,'' saidtheother, ascoldas ice. $GYourhonorgot

mixedintoit.Yourhonorwouldn'tletyou.Wasthatit?''

G$Perhapsyoucancanitthat!''
GGWe'Uletthatslide,foraminute,''saidSingleJackDeems

verycrisply,asthoughheweremledwithdoubtsconcerning
thecurrentvalueofhonorinhishostorinanyotherman
intheworld. GGWe'llletthatslide,andl'11simplyaskyouplease

toexplainwhatisthepricethatyouwantforComanche?''
6GIsthereaPriceoneVerythmg?''

41

二



SINGLEJACK

GfYou'reabusmessman,'' saidtheotherforthesecond
time. $6Idon'thavetotalknonsensemyou.，，

6GYou'dhavetopayme,'' saidApperley, ･@forthepridel
haveinowningComanche.''
6cThat'Soneitem.''

G6ThenforthelonghuntIfollowedonhistran.，，
G6Verywen.'' e

"Mytimehasavalue.Ispenttwentyorthirtyfullworking
daystrailinghim.''
G(Yes.''

GGIthought,planned,dreamedhowtogethim・Iimporteda
packofdogsandwatchedthemslaughtered・ Icartedhimall
thewayEastwithme,andthereIspentmoretimeandmoney
overhim.，， 。

6G1t'sabnl・Additup.''
G@Stin,morethanalltherest,Iamfondofthegreatbrute,

Deems1''

GGI'nadmitthat,too!''

GGNowontheotherhand, IConsideritShamefmtosena

dogfor.money-shamefulforarichmanlikemyself.''
@.1'Upayyouforyourshame,too,''saidSingleJack.
‘‘Howmuchmoneyhaveyouthen,toinvest？Ido､，tmean
toaskthat,butwhatwouldyoudoiflaskedyouseveral
mousand?''

66Fivethousand,say?''

GGYes, let'ssaynvethousand.''

ThelefthandofMr.Deemsslippedintohispocketand
suddenlynveone-thousand-dollarbinslayonthetablebefore
therancher.

66Andthat settles theownershiPofCOmanChe, IhoPe?''
askedSmgleJack.
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It ShouldbebomeinmindthatAndrewApperleywas
notonlyamanofmoney,buthewasonewhowasaccustomed
totakingwhatpleasedhim, regardlessoftheprice.Butm
thosedaysmoneymeantmorethanitdoestoday・Onepaid
hvedollars,perhapsforanlndianponywhichwasgood
enoughformostoftheusesoftherange,andonepaidthirty
dollarsforaverywen-brokensaddlehorse,whereasahundred
wouldbuyonewithatleastaliberalstramofKentuckyinit.
AndathousanddoUarsbroughthomeannethoroughbred
racer.Andherewasafenowwhosefortunewashiswitscalmly

layingdownnvethousanddQUarsonthetableforthesakeof
awilddog!
Itwasmoreth2namereshocktotherancher・ Itslipped
backthedoorsofhismindandallowedanentirenewvision

toenter-avisionofaDeemsqmteotherthanthemanhe

hadbeenpicturingbefore・Itwasplamtohim,ataglance, that
moneywasamerenothinginthelifeofthisfenow.Hecould
nothelpsaymggravely: $cTenme,Deems,whatdoesmoney
meantovou?''

咳

Atouchofblanknessappearedintheeyesoftheyoungster,

andthenherepliedwithanequalgravity． $GWhy, everybody
elseisoutforit.IsupPosethatit'sworththegame1''
GGVerywen,'' saidtherancher, :Gnomatterwhatmoneyis

worthtoyou, yourmoneyisworthnothingtome． Ican't
ツフ

takethenvethousanddollars.

SingleJaCkDeemsregardedhimwithakeenscrutiny,not
asoneadmireslargenessofsoul,butasonewhQsearchesfor
ahiddenandunworthymotive.

Hepocketedthemoneyslowly.
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C｡Still,''saidtherancher, ･CIdon'tgiveyouthedogfornoth-

ing.，，
JackDeemssmiledalittle, asthoughattheideaofcharity

evenforamoment'sconsideration.

GGAllright,''hesaid. GGIguesswhatyouwant,butl'UteUyou
mthebeginningthatI'mnotthekind.''
GcNotwhatkind,Deems?''

G4You'vegotagrudgeandyouwantmetowipeitoutfor
you,eh?Isthatit?''
GGMan,/man, IhandlemyownenemiesINo, it'snotthat!''
Theotherwaited.

$@It'sajob,Deems, thatwouldkeepyoumthispartofthe

Country.Couldyoustandthat?''
GGWhereelsecanlgowiththedog?'' askedSmgleJack

gloomily．Hecastaglancetowardthedoor.

G6But iflstayherewithhim,''hesaid, $GI'nbehounded
acrossthemountains-andit'seasiertohide･malleysthatyoU
knowthaninmountamsthatyoudon't1''

Theranchershookhisheadapdexplamedg 6GYou'remno
dangerouthereexceptthedangerthatyoumakeforyourself.，，

GGI'mnotknown, then?''askedSingleJack,sminnganttle,
withanoddmixtureofvanityandgloom.
G4Notawhitknown,''repliedtherancher.
SingleJackwaited,hisfaceasenigmaticasusual, andit

wasplainthatheplacednottheslightestcredenceinwhathe
heard･Apperleywentontoexplain.

GGNewscomesslowlyoutthisway,''hesaid． GGPapersmay
behalfayearoldbeforetheyfallmtoyourhands.They're
almostsuretobeamonthold, andsoyouformthehabitof

readingnewspapersasthoughtheywereancienthistory. In
thatway,youpayattentiontothestories, butnot tothe
names・HalfthemenoutherecouldhardlvteUvouthen2me

－ ご

ofthePresidentoftheseUnitedStates,becausethatdoesn't

Inatter・Whatmattersinthecattlecountryisthenameofyour
bossandthe.namesofthehorsesinyourstring.Otherthings
aredecorations､Youunderstand？AndSingleJaCkDeems,with
alistofdeadmenaslongashisarm, isnomoreouthere
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thanJohnDeems,cowpuncher,ifhecarestostartthatway.
Andafterthat,menwilltakeyoujustastheymdyou!"
Perhapstherancherwasenlargmguponthetruthalittle,

butat leasthehadpaintedapicturewhichattractedthe
elusiveattentionoftheyoungerman,andthatwaswhatAp-
Perleywanted． ．

cGIt'saqueeridea,'' saidSingle_Jack.Helookedfaraway,
asthoughatavision． GGAveryqueeridea,''herepeated． GGDo
youhalfmeanit?''

46Imeanitaltogether.，，
d@Youmean,Appedey, thatlcouldactuallywalkdown
thestreetofacoWtownandletmenlookmmyface, justas
itis, justthewayGodmademe?"
"Imeanexactlythat!''
DeemsfrownedattheHoor.

G4Whyman,''wentontherancher, 6Gliterallythousandsof
menhavecomeWestbecausetheircrimesmadeithot for

themintheEast.Butouthere, they'relost. Ithinkthatjalf
ofthemturnmtodecentfellows･Aquarterofthemarehalf
goodandhalfbad,anditdependsonhowyoutakethem.
Therestofthemarebornbad, andtheystaybad・Theywind

upwiththeirbootson,andleadmtheirbodies,mostofthat
lot.,’

TheothernOdded=

｡GIseethatyoumeanwhatyou,say,''hemurmured. <GAnd
itwouldbeoddtodothat-towalkdownastreetwithyour

handsinyourpockets-notcarmg-tositmaroomwithout
Vourbacktothewan-,，
‐

HebrokeoH, andaviolentshudderpassedthroughhim.
Foraninstant,helookedaveryfacsimileofthewolfathis
feet, andasthoughhesensedsomethmgwrong,Comanche
turnedhisheadandlookedupintothefaceofhismaster,

withasnarlUftinghisupperlipandexposmghisgleaming
teeth.

d@Well,'' sighedDeems, .@howmanydayswoulditbebefore
SomeOnerecOgnizedmyfaceandusedeleventhousanddol-
1ars'worthofmemory?''
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GGHewouldn'tshootyoufrombehind,'' saidtherancher,
GCbecauseifhedid,hewouldbestrungupashighasakite
mlessthantwominutesbytheothermenmtheroom.And
heprobablywouldn'tbeabletoshootyoufrominfront.At
least,Isupposethatthat'sadangerthatyoudon'toftenworry
about・'，

GfDoyoumeanoneman?''
GGYes･Weneverallowtwomentopickonone-notout

here!''

.@Why"-SingleJacksmiled,j"ithasuddenandstrangen-
luminationofface-"ifwhatyousayistrue,Imightlivean-
othernveyearsassafeascouldbe!''
"Fiveyears,man?Yes,ornfty!?'
GGI'mnotafool,''saidSingleJackquieUy.
GcHowlOngdidyouhavebackEast?''
q6Theyweredodgingmeprettyclosely・Perhapshvedays.
Perhaps6veweeks.WithgoodlUck, Imighthavelasteda
wholeyear.Butthatwashardlylikely.正heyhadmemtheir
handstwiCemthelastninemonths.''

GcYouweregomgtodie, then?''
66Notthat. Iwasgoingbacktoplayanotherhandatthe

game.Youdon'tliketoquitwhneyou'rewinnmg,youknow!''
Therancherstared・ Inthepresenceof thisboy,here-

･peatedlyhadafeelmgofcompletehelplessness.Hecould
reachfar,butneverquitefarenoughtocomprehendthedepths
ofthisnature.

C6Letmetellyou,''saidMr・Apperley, 4$thatifyouactlike

adecentmanouthere,youcanliveaslongastheendofyour
century・Imeanthat.Andyetyou'Uhaveplentyofaction,of

anykindthatyouwant!Butlshouldsaythat .thechiefthing
foryoutodo, justnow, istotakeupwiththesuggestionthat
ImaketoVou.'，

ご

CGI'mlistenm9.,,

"Ihaveonmyhands, justnow,myyoungerbrother・He's
aboyperfecUyhonest, straightforward, frank, open,He's
stronginhishands,agoodshot,astraighteye,aclearhead.

He'sCducatedtobealawyer, andhehasthemakingofa
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goodoneinhim.Buttheonlythingthathe'severbeenable
totakeaninterestinisthehuntmgofbiggame・Now,hnally,
he'sgrownheatedaboutagreatideaofhis,whichistogo

upintothetownofthecattlerustler,Shodress,andthereopen
Uphislawyer'sO伍ce,andmakeithisbusinesstohghtoutthe
caseswhichl-nndothercattlemen-wishtopushthrough
againstsomeofthecrookedcattlemen.Hehasbeenappointed
specialprosecutmgattOrney・NOw,oncehegetsthere,hislife
willbeworthaboutadamagednickel･Heisperfec,tlywilling
tohghtanymanintheworld, especiallywithguns.Buthe
doesn'tunderstandtheWesternsystemoffanningagun.And
hehasn'tspentalifetimeofPracticeathittmgthemark, as
mostofthesegunfghtershavedone.Beforeheisadayin
Yeovine,oneofthemwillpickanghtwithhimandshoothim
sixtimesthroughtheheartbeforehecanstriketheground.
Youunderstand?''

GGYes,''.saidtheothercalmly． 0GI'veseenitdOne.''

Mr.Apperleydidnotaskhimtoenlargethethought.But
heCOuldnothelpwonderingwhether,atthetimehehadseen
itdOne,SingleJackhadbeenonthestageorintheaudience.
G$Now,'' saidApperley, Gcthepricethatlwantyoutopay

me,thepriceIaskforComanche,andforyourownlife,when
wenshedyououtoftheriver,istotakemybrothertoYeoville
andtheretrytonursehimthroughabout thefrst tendays.
Afterthattime,he'llbeonhisfeet.He'11knowthosemen,

andthosemenwnlknowhim,andldon'tthinkthateither

sidewiUbeapttotakenbertieswiththeother･Butthenrst
daysarethefatalonestobepassed・AndItellyou,DeemS,
that ifyoucanseemybrotherthroughthatcriticalperiod,
youmaybegivingtheworldausefulcitizenintheplaceof
auselesswaster!''

G@Tendays?''askedthecriminal.
GGAboutthat.''

GG1t'salongtime-forme!''
6CYes-Iknowit.，，

｡GForComanche?Afterthat, I'downhimbyrights?''

66Exactly.''
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G@Whist1'' saidthecriminal. &GComanche,shalllgo?''

Themonsterturned,andnattenmghisears,hewhined.
･GListen!Listen!''breathedSmgleJack. @GHetellsmetotake

youup, andlshall.Butlookathmnow･Doyouthinkthat
hereaUycaresforme,Apperley?''

10. CaughtRed-Handed

ItwasnecessaryforAndrewApperleytouseagooddealof
diplomacywithhisbrother.ForwhenhesuggestedthatSingle
Jackaccompanyhimasabodyguardtosecurehimfromthe
possibleattacksofShodressandthehiredmurderersmthe
employofthatscoundrel,youngDavidcurledalipofscom.
$GI'lltakecareofmyselfineverycompanyofmen,"saidhe.

6GI'vealwaysbeenabletostandonmyfeetbeforethis,andl

don'texpectsuddenlytostop,now.Asfortheirguns,Ihave
apairofColts,andl'vebeenpracticmgwiththem,between
youandme,verysteadilyforthelastthreedays.，，
AndrewApperleysaidnomoremthewayofargument

uponthispoint.Hedidnoteventrytodescribethepainful
vearsoferortbvwhichoneof these.sameWesternersat-
ず ず

temptedtotameaColtbeforehefelt,asthesaymgwent,that
hecouldrideit.

Heshiftedhisgroundsabruptly.

GGNaturally,Dave, Iwantedtouseanargumentwhichl

thoughtmightconvinceyouoftheactualutilityofDeems.
Butbetweenyouandme, I'msurethathe'Ubenothingbut
aterriblehandiCap.，，
cGHewoUldbethat-ifllethim,''assentedDavidwithmuch

surety. ､ ,

｡GButlthink,Dave, that ifyouweretotakehimalong
withyou, itmightprovetheactualmakingofthefenow， 1t
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mightbewhatheneedstojerkhimoutoftheSloughof
Despond,youknow!Youmightbetheactualmakingofhim,
Dave!''

｡4Nothingwillmakehim,'' saidDavid,withhisusual
Cocksureness. 4GHewasbornbad,he'sgrownbad,andheCan't
helpdymgbad.''
cGItlsratherun-ChristiantocutamanofanddHmnhim

beforehe'shadevenafrstch2nce!''

G1'dratherbeabitun-Christianthantotanymogical・ I
reallywould,｡oldfenow.ThisSingleJackDeems isaman-
murdermgscoundrel, andhedeservestohang. Idon'twant
himUndermyWing.''

G6ButlteUyou,Dave,thatunlessastrongandresolutefenow
likeyourselftakeshimmhand,he'sutterlydamned.''
TheexquisitepoisonedpointofnatterytouchedDavidtothe

heart.Hewaveredmhisresolution.

"He'dhavetotakestrictordersfromme!''heexclaimed.

｡GThatcouldbearranged,'' saidAndrew, thoughhefeltthe
groundsnprapidlyfrombeneathhisfeet.

@@nlenl'ntakehimalongwithmeandgivehmhischance!''
Quitehopeless,AndrewApperleywenttoSmgleJackand

foundthecriminal lymgundera6gtree,withhishands
claspedbeneathhishead.Overhimrosetheominousformof

Comanche,teethbaredandmanebrisUing.
6CWhist,boy1'' saidtheyouth.
ThemightyComancheretreatedandlaydown,hishead

onhispaws,hisreddenedeyesconstantlyonthealerttofollow
therancher.Mr・AndrewApperleywasflledwithdeepwon-
dertoseehowquicklyandhowperfectlythisslenderyoung
manhadreducedComanchetoPerfectobedience.

Thethiefandgunmanrolledupononeelbow-uponhis
leftelbow, 1eaving,asalways, thesnakystrengthandspeed

ofhisrighthandunimpeded.
AsApperleylookedmtothedunblackeyesoftheother,

hefeltsuddenlyhowuselessanyattemptatsubtletyonhis

partwouldbe, sohesimplysaid:
GGMybrotherisplaymgaverybadpart・Hedoesn'twant
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youalongwithhimasaguard,hesays.Hesaysthathewon't
haveyouatall,exceptwiththefeenngthathe'sgivingyou
achancetoreform.Andyou'nhavetotakestrictordersfrom
himonyourbehavior!''

Hewaited.Notasinglealterationappearedinthedeep,
blackeyesofSmgleJack.
GGYouunderstandme,Deems・ Ireamzehowabsurditanis.

Isimplywantyoutoknowthetruth.，，
C6Whatdoyouexpectmetodo?''
6(WhatlexpectyoutodoistothrowoverthejOb,ofcourse.
Butwhatlhopethatyou'ndo, istoswanowyourprideand
goalongwithDavidandevenlethimtalkdowntoyoua
little.''

BeyondalltheexpectationsofApperley, thegunmanan-
sweredsofUy, fOrhisvoicewashardlyraised: $$I'ngoalong
withhimanddoasyousay.',

64Doyouactuanymeanit?''
6GIdo.''

"Itellyouwhat,Deems, itmeansthesavmgofhisnfe,m
spiteofhimself.Thenifthat'sarranged,you'dbetterletme
haVeyouandDavidmeetfOratalk.,，
66Ofcourse.''

TheattitudeofDavidwasparticularlydimcult, onthis
'mOrnlng.

"Whenyoutouchanettle,graspithard,"saidDavidtohis
brother-andhestraightwayassumedthempstoVerbearing
attitude・ Itwasplainthathewishedtoestablishmstantlyand
onceforallthathewastobethemasterdu㎡ngthedaysthat
fonowed.

CGDuringthetimethatyou'rewithme,Deems,''"saidDavid,
6dyou'ntakemyordersabouteverything,youunderstand?''

Itwasavolleybetweenwindandwater,tobesure.Andrew
ApperleytumedalitUepale･SuchaspeechtoarealWesterner

wouldhavebeenatolerableexcuseforagunplayonthespot.
ButtoApperley'samazement,SmgleJack'seXpressiondidnot
alter.Hemerelynodded.
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dGAndyou'11keepyourselfoutofthewayoftrouble・That's

themamthing.''
o4Verywen,'' saidSingleJack,asmeeklyascouldbe.
G6Inthatcase,'' saidDavidApperley, anowinghimself,a

smileoftriumphinthedirectionofhisbrother, @6wemay
getontogether.''
ThatdaytheydepartedforYeovme,andlhestrongholdof

thekingoftherustlers,Shodress.
Theytraveledmabuckboard,whichwassweptalongbya

spanofnnehorses，Theyhadthreesaddlehorsestetheredbe-
hind,andtheirluggagewaspnedmtothebackofthewagon.
Halfadozenlawbookswereincluded.Withsuchameager

preparation,youngDavidwaspreparedtostormthebulwarks
oftheenemv!

ご

Afterhewasgone,manydoubtspOsseSsedthemindofAn-
drewApperley.Forthelastbitofthepicturethatremained
tohimwasnotofhisbrotherandthedepartingwagon,but
ofthemonsterwolfdogwhichslunkalongwiththem,鉦ty
vardsawavinthebrush・ ItseemedtOhimthat therewaS
ヴ ー

danger, danger, danger lymgbeforethefaceofhisonly
brother.

Hewasnotreassuredbyanotethatcamebacktohimtwo
davslater.

ヴ

DearAndy: I'mhereinYeoviUe,mtheShodressHotel.
ICouldhavegonetotheotherhotel,ofcourse, butl
thought thatbycomingdirectlyhere, 1'dshowthem
thatI'mnotafraid・ Shodress isnotmthe ,town・The

momentthathearrives,I'mgomgtoseehimandlaymy
cardsonthetable,faceup.

At least, they'Uhavenochancetocallmeasneak,

mthispartoftheworld.Whenthehrstmancomes in,
accusedofrustling, I'mgomgtopushthecasethrough

ashardaslcan.Onthehrstcaseofan,dependsagood

deal.Ihopeyou'llseetoitthatthemanwhoishrstsent

issomebodywithaveryblackcaseagainsthim. Itwm
benecessarytohavethethingveryplainbefOre､ Ican
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getanyfavorableverdictoutofajuryhere.Youareen-
tirelyright・TheyareanShodressmen, andtheyhate
theverynameofApperley.Whenlsignedonthehotel
register, theclerkturnedpale.
Inthemeantime, I'mmhigherspiritsthanl'vebeen
foryears.Thiswmbeagreatgame. Asever,

DAVE

Therefonowed,asthoughentirelybyafterthought:

AboutyoungDeems.Itseemslwas.rightmtaking
upafirmlinewithhim・Nomatterwhatadare-devilhe
maybeconsideredmtheEast, inthisnewenvironment
hedoesnotseematallsureofhimself・Heseemsrather

timid,evenshrinkmg.ButhedoesanthatlteUhimto
do・Heasksnoquestions,andheneveranswersback. I
thinkIcanassureyouthatthecureisgomgtoworkwith
him.Butheseemstomeratherasneakmgfenow, and

whenhe'ssaved,Iwonderifthejobwmhavebeenworth
while_

Over｣thatletter,AndrewApperleyporedwithperspiration
starting.outonhisface.Itdidnotseemtohimpossiblethat,
knowingwhatwasinthepastofDeems,hisbrothercould
besoextremelvobtusemhistreatmentoftheman.Buthere

・

werethefacts,setdownmblackandwhite!

Everythingelseintheletterseemedtohimmthehighest
degreefoolishanddangerous.ToPlacehimselfintheShodress
Hotelwasliteranytoabandonalldefense.Andrewknewthat
therewaslittleornohonorinShodressandmanyofhismen.

Hewasonthevergeofsendmgoffahard-ridingmessenger
tocallbackhisbrotheratonce,butthishedecidednottodo.

Inthenrstplace,Davidwouldprobablynotanswersucha
Peremptorysummons. ・Inmesecondplace,perhaps itwas
betterfortheyoungmantoworkouthisownsalvation,and
thatcouldnotbedonewithoutsomeconsiderablerisk.

SoAndrewsethisteethandresignedhimselftowaitin9.
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Everymomentofthedayhewasnlledwithworryforhis
mexperiencedbrother,andforthehighexplosiveiniheform
ofDeemswhichDavidwashandlmgwithsuchmadcareless-
neSS，

HowlongwoulditbebeforeSingleJackDeemsburstout
innre？

Hethoughtofthesethingsceaselessly.Theywakenedhim
i!ltPemidjleofthenightandfxedhiseyesuPontheswirnng
darknessabovehim.Buthehadnoobviouaanswersforthes5
riddles,andsohewaited.

Inthemeantime,hepreparedtoSendupthehrstrustler
sothatDavidcouldhaveanopportunitytoShowhiswaresas
alawyerinthetownofYeovnle,andsoscorehishrstdefeat.

Butthathrstrustlermustbeonecaughtabsolutelyintheact.
TheWordwentoutfromthehomeranchofAndrewApperley
toallhismen･ ItwasnolongernecessarytOlettherustlers
go.TherewasnowalawyertofghttheCasesthroughmYeo-
vnle・Andhewantedonecaughtred-handedintheact.
Intwenty-fourhourshehadexactlywhathewanted.

皿． David9sFirstCase

TwohoursafterA1ecShodressarrivedinYeoville,David
wassittingbeforehim.He introducedhmselfgravelyand
statedthepurposeofhiscomingwithabecomingmodesty
2ndterseneSs.

GGI'muphere,Shodress, torepresentthecattlemen.They've
foundithardtogetalawyerwho'nhonestlypushthroughthe
caseswhichtheyhavetopresent, andI'mheretoplaythat
partofthegame.Iknowthatyouandmybrotherhavebeen

atoutsforalongtme, andIwanttosayinthefrstplace
thatl'mnothereashishiredman・I'monmyownresponsibil-
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ity・ IdoIi'tintendtotrytobuyupjuriestogetconvictions・ I
Wanttoleteverycaserestonitsownmerits・Iknowthatyou
practicaUyownthistownandeverymaninit・Andlhaveto
5skyouifyou'regomgtoletmehaveahalfwayfaiXehance,
orafeyougoingtobegintoblockmefromthestart?''
NoW,thatwasaspeechwhichDavidhadcOnnedoverand

over,andbeforehespokeit,hefeltthatitwasaboutallthat
anymancolndsay,withperfectfrankness,underthecondi-
tions. ,
However,hewasnotpreparedforthereplywhichhere-

CeivedfromShodresS.

ThatgentlemanreachedoutabroadandpowerfUlhand
andplaceditontheshoulderofhiscaller.
.GApperley,'' saidhe, .GI'mgladtohaveyouhere!There's

beenalongandbadunderstandingbetweenyourbrotherand
me,butthere'snorealreaspnforit.Asamatteroffact,there
havebeenalotoflowhoundsthat'vegoneabouttomake

troublebetweenus･Why？’'nteuyouinaword1 Inthispart
oftherange, tobefrank, therearetwobigmen-Andrew
Apperleyinthelowlands,andAlecShodressmthemountains.
Thelittleskunksthatlieinbetweenus, jealousofbothofus,

havebeencarryingtaleS・Theytellmeallsortsofyarnsabout
howApperleyhasitinforme,andhowhe'stryingtogetme.
TheygobacktoApperleyandtellhimstoriesabouthoW
I'mthe ･headoftherustlersthatareworkingtheherdsand

Cuttingoifthousandsofthemeveryyear.
GCWell, sir, I'manoldhandinthiscountry. Iknowthe

people, andsoldon'tlistentotheirtalk.ButApperleyisa
newcomer・Hedoesn'tunderstand,andhetakestheyarnstoo

seriously.Hedoesn'tstoptothinkthatamongotherthings,
I'vegotacrackingdbigherdofcows,myself, andl'vegottoo
muchpropertyhereandthereformetobeonanysideexcept
thesideoflawandorder・We'venpededanup-and-coming
lawyerforalongtime，Perhapsyou'retheveryfellowforus!
Blockyourgame!No, sir, Iwishyoualltheluckthatlcan
giveyou,andwhenyou'reindoubtaboutanything,youcome
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tomeandtalkthmgsover・Imightbeabletogiveyousome
goodadvicel''

Now, ashesaidthis, therewassuchakmdlylight inhis
littlegrayeyes, setcloseundertheshadowofhisbignose,
andsuchasmilewrinkledthebeardwhichcoveredhisfat

cheeks, thatDavidfelthalfofhissuspicionsdropawayfrom
himonthemst2nt_

C6Wen,Mr･Shodress,''saidhe, !6I'veanideathateverything
youtenmemaybeentirelytrue・Attheleast,1'mwillingtogo
onthatbasis!'' 、

HegrippedthehandoftheotherwithallUneforceinhis
arm・ Itwaslikeseizingarock-suchwasthepowermthe
handofA1ecShodress.

6GAndasforadvice,'' saidDavidmndly, GGI'malwaysopen
toit.''

6CDoyoumeanthat,youngman?''
GGIdo.,，

C6Thenletmestaroifwithsomethingthatmaydoyoua
lotOfgood.Theboysroundthisneckofthewoodsareaqueer
lot,andtheydon'tlikefolksthatain'topenandaboveboard.
TheyhaveaparticulardisliketothatslimgentthatyoUgot
alongwithyou.''
6GYoumeanDeems?''

6CThat'Swhatlme2n，Theysaythathegoessoft-footmg
aroundthetownlikehewasacat,oraspy,orsomething.
Andyethedon'tseemaverynerVyfellow, either.No, sir,
he'sgotabigdogalongwithhimtopro,tecthimifhewas
togetintotrouble・Butletmetellyou,Apperley, thatwhen
troublestartsmthispartoftheworld,itstrikesnkeathundera

clap,anddogsain'tmuchuse,nomatterhowloudtheymight
bark!''

Davidsmiled.

G6DeemSisnotabadfellow,''hesaidpatronizingly． GGAsa
matteroffact, Ihavehimheretryingtomakeamanof
him・AndIthinkthatlmaysucceed･Butl.cantenyouright
awaythathe'snospyofmine1''

Alittlelater,veryweU'pleasedwiththismterview,hewent
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backtohisoffice,forwhichhehadrentedalittleSh.ck,･"
HEdoorofwhichtherenowappearedthepleasantlegend:
6GDavidApperley,AttomeyatLaw.'，
HehadnSVerhidanomcebefore.Hehadneverunsheathed
hisknowledgeoflawanduseditasanactUaltoOlfort!e
bl'sinessofiife.Nowheregrettedthathehadnotbegunthe
worklongbefore.ForhecouldfeelneWmentalmUscles
commginfoplay.Hisheartwaslighterthanithadeverheen,
evenmthemidstofanonhunt.

Firstofall,hefeltthatheShouldsendanimmediateletter
tohisbrother,advismghimthatMr.Shodresswasrathera
roughdiamond,butthatmhisheartofheartsheVasreally
avgrygoodchap, andthatthemisChiefbetweenthetwqoi
themhadapparenUybeenentirelycausedbytalecam@rs._BU{

■

uponsecondthought,heassuredhimselfthatitwouldbefool‐
ishtosendsuchaletter･Notmerewordsweretobeusedupon
stubbornAndrew,.onlytheirresistiblelogicoffacts!
Sohewassunninghimselfinthethoughtsofthefuture,
whenbusinesssuddenlycametothedoorofhiso伍ce2nd
stoppedthere.
BIlsinesscameupintheformofsevengallopinghorses,
uponwhosebacksweresevencowboys・OneOfthosemenhad
hisarmstiedtogetherandsecuredtothepommelofhiSsaddle.
Theothershadtheirhandsfreeandlookedasthoughtheywere

verycapableofusingthebig-handledColtswhichprojected
fromholstersatsaddleandhip.

Oneofthesesun-bronzedfenowsstrodeuptothedoorand

stoodintheopening.
G6You'reDavidApPerley?''
G6Yes.，，

GcIgotsomethingforyou・Boys,bringhimin.''
Th5ybroughtinthemanwhosehandsWeretie4together:
GCThisisBillWhaley・Gothimredhandedstealingcows.''
GGWhaleV?Isthatthename?''

:.Lookhere,Apperley,"saidtheprisoner. "Thisherehas
gonefarenoughforajoke. IWarnyou.abollttha&Jugtb.-
5auselwastrymgoutabrand-newcuttmghoss,thatIgot,

■
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th9"ereb9ysthoughtthatlwasrunningabunchofcows-"
"Whaley!'' snappedtheleaderofthe5and.
j.We!?"sngrlQdWhaley,whowas&bigman,witholarge,

cIQ9"mouththatnowpursedandpuclfEredlipononesih6
ofhisface.

#@W\ley, tenApperleythatyou'reanar,butthatheain't
afool1''

m'Ingomgtogetyouforthis,Briggs!'' declaredWhaley
savagely.

.@YoUcrookedhound," saidBriggswithenthusiasmand
igrce,Wwa9n'titRoigontometoh"etobring76nFligf5
Wherethe｣a)"l"mhndachanceofgettingydI'ff6e"iff
thereWashghtinyou,whydidn'tyou3fferYo.hav5it6"WifE
mewhenlfirstmetupwithyou？Youwasafraid，Whalev・
Y9usPoW.yellowAndyou'llshowyellowagain, ifyoiieV6f
getoutofjail.Icouldeatasaladmadeout6radoz6nswine
likevou!''

SosaidMr.Briggs.
0GOnemoment,'' put inMr・Apperley. GGI thinkthat this

manshouldbebroughttothejailandtakbncareofthere.You
wl!gwegroutthewarrantandeverythingmdueform-and
whichofyoucanstayhereaswitnesSes?''
"I.gottostgy,"saidtheleader, @GandJohnsonoughttostay,

too，becausehewasthefirstonetosighttha.tgent･Heseen
all oftlleearlyworkings. TwoeyeWitnesses~ought tobe
enough.，，

GGIthinkso・ JuStstarthimforthejail."
EUtafterhe'sinthejail,who'llkeephimmthere?''
GCThebarS,IsUppOse.，,
GGThebars,whilethekeysareinthehandsofoldShodress'

gang?''

@ilfthat'sthCcOsC,"SaidApperley,"thenwe'llwatchthejail,
andthemanthat'sinit・Nowtakehimover, ifyouplease!''
IIesatdowntosmokeacigaretteandthinkthingSover.Bu[

beforeiiveminuteswasout,alargeformbulkediilhisdoor-

way・ ItwasShodress, shouting: ｡GLookhere, youngfeller.
There'sbeenaterriblemistake!''
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66Hello!Whatmistake?''

G｡Why,man, they'vearrestedoneof thebestmenonthe
range.Knownhimforyears・CleanasawhistleandhOnestas
stee1.BillWhaley.They'vetrumpedupachargeagainsthim,
andtheysaythatyou'rebehindthecharge,Apperley. Ionly
havetosaythatlhopethatyou'renotmixedupmanysuch
businessasthat1''

Davidwasratherglad, suddenly, thathehadnothurried
tosendtohisbrothertheletter inpraiseofMr・ Shodress.
ForthemanwassweUingwithviolence.
G6Whatcanldo?''heasked.

‘‘DC？Why，you，reyourbrother，srepresentative、Andyou
canhavethosefenowSwithdrawthecharges!''

lcAssoonasthecasecomesintocourtl'11-''

GGHey,Apperley,are.youoneofthosethatalwayswantsto
gobyeverylegalform?Don'tyoustandforanyshortcuts?''
GGNone,'' saidDaVidquietly.

66Then,youngman,you'regoingtogetyourselfintoagreat
dealoftrouble!You'renotgoingtolastlongmYeoviUe,Ican
tellyou!''
｡GThenl'Unnishsoon.''DavidsmUed． GGButmypresentcon-

victionisthatWhaleyisgunty.''
GGIsthathnal?''

GCIt is.，，

@CThengetyourself readytoleavethis town-oryou'U
haveyourgrippackedforyou!''

12． AgentsofMurder

ItwnlbeobservedthatthegoodnatureofMr・ShOdresShad

disappearedcompletelyandonecouldseenothingexceptthe
snarlingofthewolfnaturewhichlurkedjustbehindthefront
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dQorOfhis fatsmiles.Hewas shakingwithrage, andhe
fairlyfilledthedoorwithhisbulk.

4$I'vemademenlikeyouandsmashed'em!''hetoldDavid.
GGI'veofferedtogiveyouasquaredeal andannestart in
thistown・AndyouturnaroundandcutmVthroat1''

GfIturnaround,'' saidDavidApperley, $Gandaskyoutore.
memberthatlneverbeggedforyourhelp・Asforthisfellow
Whaley, I'msimplygoing,tousethestrictnessofthelawon
him, andnothingelse!''

●

G$Law?'' shoutedMr.Shodress. CGThelawofthistownl've

got inmypocket, andl'll showyouthatImeanwhatlsay,
beforel'mthrough・Apperley, doyoureallythinkthatyou
canstayhereinYeovilleandstanduptome?''
ItwasverypatentthatyoungApperleydidthinksoand

withavengeance・Hemerelysmiledinthefaceofthebigman.
6CTobeginwith, toshowyouwhatl'mmadeof, I'mgoing
tosnuifoutthisyoungsneakthatyougotaroundthetowIi,
snoopingintoaffairsthatain'tgOtanythingtodowithhim!''
HeturnedinthestreetandshookhisfistbackatDavid.

GGThejailwon'tholdWhaleyforasingleday!"heyelled.
Tothis,Davidmadenoreply.Heknewthat thiswasa

seriousmatter,andyethecouldnothelpsmiling，ForAlex-
anderShodresswasbehavinglikeachild, andaspoiledchild,
at that・Hehadilownmtoatantrum, andrevealedhisplans.
Whatcouldbemorefoolishthanthat？Moreover,hehadmade
thegreatestmistakeofall inthreateningDavid.Because, in
spite.ofnumerous faults,Davidwasneitherafool nor a

craven・Andallthatwasbestandstrongest inhimroseupto
meet thissituation・Yes,hewouldprosecuteWhaley, andhe
woulddoitwiththelastounceofpowerinhisverysoul.
Injhemeantime, theyplannedtoshowtheirpowerby

stampingoutSingleJackDeems.

P.rhaps it shouldhavemadetheyounglawyersmile, to
thinkoftheirbeingsofulloffollyastoattackthatpoisoIious
fighter,Deems.ButDaviddidnotsmile.Hewasvery;veryfar
fromsmiling・NomatterhowformidableSingleJackmightbe
consideredinthecitiesoftheEast,Davidwasconvincedthat
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here, inYeoville,hewasafishoutofwater・HelookedupOn
SingleJackwithnothingbutapprehension, asaburdentohis
progress, andahelplessweight,whichmustbecaredfor・ So,
everymoming,whenDeemscameto.reportandasked: $GWhat
aretheordersfortoday,Apperley?''Davidwouldsimplyan-

swer: 4GJustkeepyourselfoutofharm'sway, that'sall!''
Sofar･ itseemedasthoughDeemshaddoneit,butperhaps

hehadoverdonethatquietpart,andhadbeensoverystealthy
thathehadgiventheimpressionofbeingacowardlyspy

ゆ

sneakingaboutthetown.
SoDavidlockedhisofnceandstartedoutmhastetohnd

hisward.

Hewasmuch,muchtoolate. Indeed,hadheknownhow

swiftlyeventstranspiredinthattown, andwithwhatsnake-

likespeedthehandofbigShodresscouldstrike、hewOuld
havemountedhishorseandstartedatafranticgallop, shout-

ingthenameofDeems.Eventhenhemighthavebeentoo
late.

ForasShodresswentragingupthestreetfromtheoffice
ofthenewlyarrivedattorney,hesawtwomenridebyoncow

ponies-twomenwhowavedtheirhandstohiminasortof
informal salute. Shodressranintothestreetandcalledthem.

GGHey,SamandLew,comehere!''
Thevreinedswiftlvtohim・Thevwere two sun-thinned

ヴ ヴ ジ

fellows,whoshavedonceaweek, andthatpresentweekwas

approachinganend.
Mr.Shodresscouldnothavestumbledupontwomorelikely

instrumentsofhisvengeance.BothSamandLewweregraced

withprisonrecords, andthoughthoserecordswerelong, they
werenotsolongastheymighthavebeen.Twice, atleast, the
stronghandofAlecShodresshadintervenedtorescuethem
fromthegripofthelaw, andthereforehewasapartowner
oftheirvervsouls.

軍

G6BoyS,''he said、 GGI'mbotheredwithalittle, sneakingrat
that'sspyingintomyaffairshereinYeovilleandmakinglife
dangerousforallofus・NameofDeems.'，
GGWeknowhim!''
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G･D'youknowanygoodofhim?''
G6Notathing!"
4GBoys,Iwishhewasdead!''

GCAllright,chief,we'llseethatheis.，，
GGDovouknowwhereheis?''

ご

GGWeseenhimnothveminutesagobackatthestore.，，

｡GIhoPeyoumakeithardformetohndhim.Solong!''
GGSolong,Alec!''

Theyswungtheirhorsesaroundandcanteredblithelyup
,thestreet, andShodresswatchedthemgowithasmileof
gratifedvdnity.Itpleasedhimtothecoreofhissoultohave
suchwingedmessengersinhisservice・Menstrongasthunder-
bolts,willingtofiytotheendsoftheearthmhisservice.

Strong,keen-edgedtoolswhichheknewhowtousesothat

theywerenotblunted,buteverrenderedsharperforhiswork1
Itdidnotoccurtohim:thattherewassomethingbrutal in
orderingthemurderofamaninthiscasualmanner， ItwaS

necessarytostrikeasharpblowinthefaceofApperley,and
theslaughterofthisadherentwouldbeenoughtodrivehimout
oftown,eventhoughthenervesofanApperleywereaptto
bemoststeady.TohaveApperleyhimselfkilled-why, that
wasadifferentmatter,andthesortofathingthatmightcause
agovernmentmvestigation,withallofitsattendmgevils.But
forthemurderofsuchacringingfellowasyoungDeems-
thatcouldnotbeanaffairofmuchimportance!
Inthemeantime, thetwobrothers,SamandLewTucker,

swungdownthestreetataroundgallop. Itwas longsince
theyhadbeenseriouslyemployed, andnothavingbeenem-
ployed, theyhadbeguntofeelthattheywereforgotten・Their
fundshadbeeneatenverylow.Theirspiritshadbecomede-
pressed.

Butnowallwasaltered.Tothem, thekilnngofaman
washardlymorethanroutinelabor.

"Yousee,''saidSamTucker, @ctheoldmanwasjustsavingus
forsomethingimportant.，，

66Youwereright,'' admittedtheotherbrother． 6GIthought
thattheoldfatheadhadplumbforgotus.Butlneverdone
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nothingthatpleasedmemorethanwipingthissneakingcoward
ofaDeemsoutoftheway!''

GGNormeneither.Ineverlikedhislooks!Asneakanda

rat!Thereheis!Lew,youedgeuptohimandbeginit.”
6GLeavethattome!''

Therewereseveralverandas inthetownofYeoville,but

noneinmoredemandthanthelongstretchofshadowwhich
ranupanddownpastthefrontwindowsofthegeneralmer-
chandise store.ThatwaSownedbyMr. Shodress, justas

everythingthatwasreallyworthwhileinYeovillewasowned
bythesamegentleman.Therecouldhardlyhavebeenabetter
placetomeetandidle・For,whereas,onthehotelverandaim-
portantmattersandpeopleoftengottogether, still infrontof
thestoresomethingwasconstantlyhappening・Peoplecamein
forsupplies, andastheywentoutagain, theylingeredfora
whileintheshadetohearthelatestnews-notcoldnewsread

outofapaper,butrichandspicynews,Havoredbyall the
tonguesoverwhichithadpassed・Newswhichcouldbeheard
andre-heard・Newswhich,mthesecondorthirdtelling,could

bere-enforcedalittlebyone'sownrepeating.Eacharrival
fromadifferentpartoftherangewassuretocarryhisown
bitoftreasuretothegeneralfeastofknowledge.
Forotherreasons､thefrontofthestorewasafavoredplace

forcongregation.Onthatdeepandwideveranda,onecoUld
turnone'sheadandgracetheeyewiththeprospectofgood

saddles,richlycarved,andgivingforththefragranceoftanned
leather; thentherewerechapsofallkinds;bootsdecorated

withgraceful, spoon-handledspurs; sombrerosandfelthats;
guns;hshingrods;cutlery;hardwaresuchasgladdenstheheart
ofthecamper,andclothesworthyofanyman'swearing.From
theinteriordeepsofthestore,moreover,onecouldenjoythe
smellofroastedcoffee, richestofPerfumes, andthemingled

spiceryofdriedapples, sidesofbacon, andahundredother
necessarieswhichwereluxuriesalso,onarangewherepork

andbeansmadeupsogreataportionoftheregularration
ofeverycowpuncher.
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ItwasinacomerOfthisporchthatSingleJacknowsat,
betweenagreatpairofsaddles.

/ cGLookat the sneak!'' saidLewwithavirtuouswrath.
::Wjlerphec.nUeareVerything,andwhereheain'tgoin' tobe
noticed,much!Whyit'sarealpleasuretohave､to､hnishhim

,

off1''

frl1dothejobmyself,withoutnohelpfromyou,''saidSam.
"A"getthepricefromtheoldman, allb7yOurself・ too？

NC, ’'1ljusttakealittlehandat thedeal,old-timer, andsplit
therewardwithyou.，,

TheyJoumeyeduptheveranda, leavingtheirhorsesbythe
wateringtrOugh

Theylingeredalongtheway, speakmghereandthereto
anacquaintance-becausefriendstheTuCkershadnone-and
WleXcameatlas!tQtheYiCinjtyofthechairinwhichSingle
J2cLPeem&Wagsiltin&withhishandsclaspedinhi$ laF
wPatlongandslendernngers!-andwithhis~headtiltedbick
al#tle, 2nqafaintiOriePtalsmileinhiseyesandonhisii"
3stholl811hewerebroodingoverdistantthingstooterrible,&0f
tootrivial, totaketheattentionofothermeri.
LewTuckerbeganit.

Hpmaq"blunderingstepandstumbledstraightoverthe
bigdogwhichlayatthefeetofMr・Deems.

13. HisBackAgainst theWall

NowthesideripofthewhitefangsofComancheCut iust
asdeepasaheavybowieknife,wieldedbythehandof~anasdeepasaheavybowieknife，wieldedbythehandofan
expgrt,andthemovementofhisheadwasjustas inescapable
asthedartofasnakewhenitstrikeswithoutwarning・Sothat
oneofthebrothersTuckerwasapt tobeputoutofaction
beforethebattlebeganhaditnotbeenthat therewassome-
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thingelsepresentwhichwasjustashadefasteIth.nihqlight-
ningsnapofthewolfdog・ ItwasthehandofSingleJack.
Itdartedoutandcheckedthedanger･Therewasonlya
formidableclashofteethasMr.Tuckerstumbledpast,but
thatsoundmadehimwhirl about inreal apprehension.He
markedthesnarlonthelipsofthegreatbrute, andhesaw
thegreen6re initseyes, andthehandwhichwaswound
intoitsmane,restrainingit.
@@Cursesonyouandyourdog!'' exclaimedMr.Tucker.
GGWhyareyoualwaysintheway?''
Mi.Deemswasneverinahurrymhisspeech・Usuanyhe

‐

spokejustloudenoughforpeopletQhear,bystraining"eir
eirsa.nttle.YouwOilldhavesaidthat therewassomething
wrongwiththeorgansofhisthroat, thathOwagno!ablefo
raiseXs''fWcientv51umeofsound.Butontheotherhand,he
enunciatedwithsuchpeculiardistinctnessthatevenhisWhisper
wouldcarryasurprisingdistance・ But likeeverythingelse
abouthim,hisvoicewasoddlyrelaxed・Whenheliftedhis
hand, itwasasthoughaweightwereattachedtoit,andWhel
herdisedhiseyes, itwasasthoughhewererousinghimself
fromsleep.
Saidheinhisverygentleway: "Ihavebeensittinghere
becauselwassurethatlwouldbeinnoone'sway.''
GcYouweresure,wereyou?'' snarledLewTucker． cCYou
weresurethatyoucouldsetaroundandspyoneverybody
elseinthetown,hidinginthedarkcomers, 1ikethis.Doyou
thinkthattherestofusarefools?''

GGOh,no,'' saidSingleJackgently． GCIdidn'tthinkthat, of
Course."

GcByJupiter!''criedLewTucker,6Gyouadmitthatyouhave
beenspying,here!''
NowthenoiseoftheraisedvoiceofMr.Tuckerhadrung

upanddowntheveranda, andtherewasasuddenmurmur
ユ

ofassentandsympathy.
c4Thatsneakofatenderfootisgoingtogethis!''
NoonelikedMr・Deemsinthisnewpartoftheworld.His

strange,dark,watchfuleyestroubledthem,andtheoddsilence
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｡fhisstepdisturbedthem, fortheywouldnndhimamong
themwithoutknowingexactlyhowhehadapproachedthenf
Nowtheywereveryglad,whentheyfeltthatpunishment
wasabouttodescendupontheheadofDeems・Notthatthey
hadanythingconcreteagamsthim, butwealwayshatemost
thatwhichisleastknowntous-unlesswehavepickeditout
forworship! Strangepeopleareridiculousanddisgusting; so
arestrangegods・Andneverhadthebluntandfree-swmging
WestseenamanlesslikeitselfthanwasSingleJackDeems!
Thetwobrotherscouldseeataglancethattheyhadthe
matterentirelyintheirownhands.Therewouldnotbethe

slightestmterruptionfromthjsobligingcrowd・Theywould
standbyandseesummaryexecutiondoneuponthestranger
withoutsomuchasliftingahandinhisdefense,andtherefore
SamTuckerroared: $G1'mgoingtohaveitoutofhimwithmy
ownhands. I'mgoingtotearitoutofhim. I'mgoingtomake
himtellwhoitwasthathiredhimtodohisdirtyworkm
Yeoville!''

HereachedoutastrongrighthandandfastenedhisgriP
upontheneckofDeems.

Imeantosaythathereachedout, intendingtofastenhis
gripupontheneckofSingleJack,butsomehowhemissed,as
Mr.Deemsglidedfromhischairandsaidmildly:
CGIhopethattherewnlbenotrouble, sir. Idon!twantto

makeanytroublefOranybodyl''
GGItain'tatrouble. It'sapleasure,'' snarledLewTucker,

closingmfromtheotherside.

Therewasasudden, throat-rendingsnarl fromthewolf
dog,whoplamlyapprehendedwhatthesemaneuversonthe

partofthetwomenmightmean.HerOse,bristling,hisred-
denedeyes tUrninguptohismasterfortheslightestsignal,
GCKillthebrute1''criedLewTucker,springingbackfromthe

danger. c4ShootthatwolfdOg・It'llhaveitsteethinoneorboth
ofus, inanotherminute1''

"I'llfnishit!''saidMr・SamTucker,andlaidhishandupon
thebuttofhisColt.

Butnowwemustgoslowly,becausewehavearrivedatthe
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momentwhenMr・Deemshrstdawnedllke-ancwstarupon
themindandtheheartofthefreeWest. Itmustbenotedthat

herewasDeemswithhisbackagainst thewall, andthewolf

dogcrowdedagainsthislegs,andtwentypairsofeyesnotfar
awaytonoteeverythmgthathedid,or,triedtodo.Everyman
inthecrowdwaitedconfidently,knowmgthatbothof the
Tuckerswere |triedandprovedgunmen,wholivedbytheir

craft,andwhoseweapons,Coltsandrines,wereintheirhands
forpracticeeverydayoftheirlives.

TheyheardyoungDeemssayingmhisgentlevoice: $GPlease
don'thurtmydog.，，

4GPleasedon'thurthisdog!Theratwon'tevennghtforhis
dog.D'youseethat?''
ThencametheroarofSamTucker: GGGetbackfromthat

wolf,orl'llmisshim,maybe,andsinkashotinyou!''
"Pleasedon'tshoot!''saidMr.Deems. ｡GPleasedon'tshoot!

Won'tsomeofyouothermengivemealittlehelptokeep
themfrommurdermgmydog?''

Helookedvaguelyaroundhimatthesemicircleoffacesof

thespectatorswhowereobservingalloftheseactions. But

therewasabrutalcontemptmeveryeye.Notaonebutwas
pleasedtowitnessthislittlesampleofharshness・Justice, they
calledit. Ithadthemakingofastorythatwouldbeworth
repeating:

GGStandback,youfool!'' shoutedSamTucker． CGIwarnyoU
forthelasttime!''

HisnngerstightenedonthebuttofhisColt.

G6I'veaskedyoufellowsto ､helpme,'' sighedSingleJack.
GGButyoudon'tseemtowantto1''

Aroarofbrutal laughteransweredthatalmostfemmine
appeal.

GGAndso,'' theyheardthesoftvoiceofSingleJackcontinue,

4･I'mafraidthatIshallhavetoshootthemboth!Butyoube
mywitnessesthatIhavetriedtoavoidall trouble!''

TheygapedathimmasortofhorrOr.Therewasnosign
ofanyguncarriedbythisstranger.Coulditbethatthepoor

fellowwasahalf-wit？NC，hisfaceseemedmtenigentenough、
66
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IfonelookedalitUemorecloselyat it,onecouldseethat it
hadlostabitofitsusualpallor,andtherewasalmostasmile
uponthelips,andmthedark,deadeyes,asparkhadatlast
beenblownup.
Sohemeantwhathesaid!

6GLookout,Lew!''canedSamTuckerinmockerV..GGYou'll

begettingyourselfkilled, inaminute.Thishererat isgoing
toshowhis teeth･Anright!Heregoesthedog-youwatch
theman!''

HesnatchedouthisColttofanitfromthehip, intendingto
sendaliberalsprayofleadinthedirectionofhisopponents-
thenrstbulletatthedog,andthenifhisnextshotsHewalittle

wild,Hewheart-high,say,andreachedtheman,whywhocould
reallyblamehim？Andwoulditnotappearinanvcourtbefore
whichhemightappear, thathehadmerelydefendedhimself
whenattackedbyawildbruteofawolfdog？A､dthatanac-
cidentalshotwhichhegreatlyregretted-
SoHewthethoughtsofMr・SamTucker,alittlefasterthan

hisgun,butnotmuch.Butjustashisthumbpressedtheham-
merofhisgun,amiraclehappened.
ForMr.Deemshadmadeasuddengesturetowardtheleft
armpitofhiscoat,andwhenhisrighthandcameawaythere
wasagleamofsteel, somethingtobeguessedatratherthan
seen,untnitblossomedintoailashofnre,aspoutofsmoke,
andtheplainlyheardmpactofalargecaliberbulletas it
struckthebodyofSamTuckerandknockedhimdown.

LewTuckerhadnotwaitedtoseemorethanthefrstHash
ofsteelinthehandofthestrangerbeforehehimselfmadehis

draw,andhewasadmittedlyabetterandafasternghterthan
hisbrother,andyetLewTuckerdidnotseemtobemoving
rapidly. ItseemedthathewasreachingmostleisurelyforhiS
weapon・Itseemedthathewasdrawingandholdingitatthehip
withthedeliberationofamgdman・Orwasitonlybecausethe
handofMr'Deemswasnolongermovmgasthoughweighted,
buttravelingwithelectricsuretyandspeed？
AstheColtcametothelevelatthehipofLewTucker,a
secondshotfromthegunmthehandofDeemsstruckLewon
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ghandrippeditswaythroughbothhislegs, sothat
forwarduponhisfaceanddischargedhisweapon
ardsoftheverandaHoorashefell.

theleftthi

hepitched
intothebo

Thenoverthetwowrithing,groaning, strickenmenleaned

SingleJack, sayinginavoiceofpleadingeagerness: $GIhope
thatyougentlemenwill allbewitnessesfOrme, thatldidn't
wanttodoit!Andyou'llagreewithmethatldidn'thuntfor
thetrouble.Andwon'tyoupleasenotice, also, thatlhaven't

killedeitherofthem?Thefirstoneisjustthroughthecenterof
therightshoulder, sothathewouldn'thavetheuseofhisgun
hand,yousee,andthesecondonethroughtheupperlegs,just
infrontofthethighbones-IdohoPethattheboneswerenot
broken.''

Hefell toworkwithasingulardexterity,usingaknifeto
opentheclothesabovethewoundsofthetwofallenmen,and
examiningtheirhurts.

Thedoctorcameatthatmoment,andSingleJacksaidto
himgently:

"There'snoneedforyoutoworry.They'llbothjustneeda
cleansingofthewoundswithagoodantiseptic・Andthena
littlerest. I'msosorrythatithappened!''

Thedoctordidnotanswer, becausehethought theman
wasjesting.Andnooneelseansweredhim, as theysawhim

retreat,solemnly,fromtheveranda,withtheslinkingwolfdog
athisheels.Theyhadnobreath, indeed,forspeech!

｡

14． ToMuclnConfdenCe

StraightdownthestreetwentSingleJackDeemsandfound
Davidcominghastilyuptowardhim.
GGIthoughtlheardguns・Wassomeonepracticing?'' asked

David.
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Mr・Deemsseemedverymuchperturbed, andheanswered
gravelythathetrustedthathehadnotmadeanyunduetrouble
forDavidApperley.

ccTrouble?Trouble?''askedDav.id. GGWhatdoyoumean?''
GGTwoofthembackedmeintoacorner,'' saidDeems, 66and

theyweregoingtoshootComanche・ Ihadtodosomething!''

GcAndyouranaway,Isuppose?''suggestedDavid.
WhichshowshowfarSingleJackhadfallenintheesteem

oftheyounglawyer.

GGIcameawayassoonaslcould,'' saidSingleJackserious-
ly. GGButbeforelcouldleave, Ihadtoshootthemboth.''

Headded,whileDavidstared: "Notfatally.But justone

throughtheshoulderandtheotherthroughthelegs・Itwasthat
orhavebulletsinComancheandme!''

HeremainedlookingearnestlyintothefaceofDavid, and
thensaid: GGYou'lltellvourbrotherthatldidn'thuntforthe

ご

trouble?''

GGYes,''saidDavid, ;@I'lltellhimthat.'，

Buthecouldnot findanywordofcomment.HechieHy
wondered,nowthathehadtimetothinkofit, thatthetown
shouldhaveremainedsoquiet, immediatelyfollowingthedou-
bleshooting.

Hecouldsee,now, thathehadmostarrogantlyandstupidly
misjudgedthis slayerofmen.Thedark-eyed, slenderyouth
continued:

｡cYou'llbeleavingtown,now,Isuppose,Apperley?''
6GLeavingtown?Why?''

･$Becausenowit'llbewartothenmsh.They'11neverstop
until they'vehadachancetosinksomebulletsintome-2nrl

you1Andthey'remoreapttoshootyouthantoshootme1''

6$Leavetown?LCtmyselfbebluifedoutjustafterI'veopened
myoffice!No, I'mgoingtostayhereandprosecutethecase
againstWhaley.，,

ItseemedtoyoungDavidApperleythathiscompanionhad
ahundredwordshanginguponthetipofhis tongue, buthe
crowdedthemallbackasthoughseeingthattheywouldbeof
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nouse，And,mfact, iftherehadbeenanattempttopersuade

DavidtoleaveYeoville･ itwould'havebeentotallyfutile.

Davidwentonthroughthetowntogettothelittlecourt-

houseandopentheproceedingsagainstWhaleyformally・And
beforehehadhnished,hehadfreshbusinessonhishands・for

themenofhisbrother,combingtherangecarefully,tonll the･
handsof thelawyer inYeoville,hadfoundanotherrustler

caughtred-handedintheact・Theycarriedhimtothetown

amongthehills. ItwasSteveGrange,stillmhisteens, leanand

strongasayounglion,withabandagetiedaroundhishead.

Aglancingshothadknockedhimoutofhissaddle・Otherwise,
everyonesaid,hewouldneverhavebeentakenalive.

DavidApperleysawthenewprisonerandrubbedhishands.

Then,goingdownthestreet,heencounteredCharleyJohnson
andLesBriggs.

G6I'mgoingtomakecattlerustlingthemostunpopularsport
onthisrange!'' saidhe.

CGGo,toit!'' saidthey. $6We'rebehindyou・Thoughldon't
supposewecountmuch,now.',

6GWhynot?"

｡｡Nowthatyougotagent likethatDeemsaroundyou!

You'vekepthimundercoverprettywell, though,wegot to
admit!''

46Heseemstohavemadeagreatimpressionevenonthe
ruifiansinthistown,'' saidDavid,whowasnotquitesure.

LesBriggstumedhisquidofchewingtobaccoinhismouth

andthenspataccuratelyatanearbystumpofatree.

4GI talkedtooldPorkySmith・Porkyhasseenprettynear

everythinginthewayofnghtingthat isworthseeing, andhe
saysthattherewasnevernothinglikeit.Notforspeedandfor

accuracyandfor style， y，understand？Youcould imaginea

gentwithspeedandluck, andeverything, abletodropeven
twogunfightersliketheTuckerboys,Butyoucouldn'timagine
placingtheshots,andbeingabletocallthem,bothbefore､and
afterwards!YougotsomethingvaluableinDeems・Dothey
callhimSmgleJackbecausehejustusesonegunatatime?''
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TotheseremarksDavidcouldnotreturnanyanswer,but
thatnighthehadOccasiontOwritetOhisbrother:

SingleJackhasbeencorneredbytwoofthebulliesof
Shodress,whoistryingtodriveusoutoftown. Ithink

thathewantedtokillDeems, sothattheexamplewould
frightenmeawayfromYeoville.ButDeemsshotdown
boththewould-beassassins,and,insodoing,itseemsthat
hehasstunnedevenaplaceasroughasthisYeoville.The
peoplelookuponhimasaprodigy."Theyhavenoword
orwayforexplaininghis speedandhis skill. Inthis
singlefracas,hehasmadeSingleJackabyword.
Thefellowisnottheleastchanged・HegoeSaboutas

softly,andasmuchlikeaCatasever･Butlhavechanged
mymindabouthim･ Itseems,Andy, thathe'squitede-
votedtome・Atleast,nowthattheshootinghasbrought
agooddealofactiveperilabout｡theheadsofbothofus,
SingleJackisneverfarfromme. Iflwalkdownthe

street, Icanbesurethatheisanunobtrusiveshadow,

lingeringbehindme.Adozentimeslhaveseenthesegun
hghtersiingertheirgunsgreednyaslgoby.Butthey
darenotdraw,becausetheyknowthatSingleJackisnear
me．Sothatthemanyousenttohavemesave,Andy, is
reallysavingmetentimesaday. Ihavenodoubtthat

Shodresshasplacedaveryhighpriceuponmyhead・Ris
menareanxioustoclaimthereward,butatthesametime

theydon'twanttowalkintotheveryintelligentgunof
Mr・Deems-andldon'tblamethem・Inthecoolofevery
morning, foronehour,SingleJackdOeshispracticmgin
thebackyardbehindmyoffice,andl'vesneakedoutand

watchedhimathisworktwice・Itisn'tlikemarksmanship.
1t's likeanuncannywillpowerat,work.As thoughhe
weresimplywishingthingstohappen-andtheyoccur．I
can'ttellyouthingsthathedoesinmuchdetail・Heal-

waysworks inthedimnessof thedawn, as thoughhe
wantstotesthisskilltotheutmostbygivinghimselfdif-
hcultlight.Butlcangiveyouasampleofthethingshe
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accomplishes・ Ihaveseenhimthrowsmallpebblesinto
theairwithonehandandshoot themtopiecesas they

Hy・Andhehasalittlegameofjack-stones,asyoumight
call it.Hetakesarubberball inhislefthandandstarts

itbOuncing・Onthegroundbeforehimliesasetofsix
smallstones,andaColt.Hebouncestheball.Whileitis

intheairandontherecoi1,hesnatchesupapebbleand

aicksitintotheairandfiipsuptherevolver'smuzzleand

hres.Bythistimetheballhasstrucktheearthagain,and
it seems thathemusthave finishedthetossingofthe

pebbleandtheshooingastheballrecoilsthesecondtime,

orelseit isapointagainsthim・ Ifallgoeswell,hecon-

tinuesthisqueergame,bouncingtheball, fromhandto
hand,and6ringwithalternatehands,untilhehasstruck

thesixpebbleswiththesixbullets.Youcanseethatthis

isafiendishlydiificulttask.Ihaveonlyseenhimworkout

thewholeaffairtwice, Ithink・UsuallySOmethinggoeS
wrong.Hefailstocatchtheball,orelsehemissesoneof

thepebbles.Andmsteadofbeingelatedbythewonder-

ful skillwhichheshows, healways appearsdowncast.
Buthavingseenwhathispracticeislike,Itellyou,Andy,

thatlwouldfreelybackhimagainstanythreemenina
stand-upgunfight.Heisextremelymodest, andnever

referstowhathehasdoneinthepastorwhatheexpects

todomthefuture・ Ihaverepeatedlybeggedhimtodo

sometargetshootingthatlcouldwatchinopendaylight,
buthealwaysfindssomeexcuse.

Ihave justhadasingularexampleofhisdevotion. I

. hadtoleavemyroom,wherelhadbeensittingup,writing

thisletterquitelateatnight,and,aslopenedthedoor, ､I
sawashadowstretchedacross thehall.Thegreen-eyed

devilCOmancheStoodupandglaredatme, ､andthere

washismasterjustsittingupandthrowingoftheblanket
whichhadcoveredhim、Hetoldmeithadbeentoohot

tosleepinastuifybedroomonabed・Isaidnothing,but

Iunderstood・Hewasguardingmethroughthemiddleof
t 弓ヲ

／一



TOOハIUCHCONFIDENCE

megightbylyingacrossthehaUinfrontofmydoor,his
devildogbesidehim!

Thistouchesmeagreatdeal,andlthinkitwilltouch

Yqumgre,becausefromthehrstyOusawsomethingin
thisfellow,andIwassostupidastothinkhimatiior-
Ougmybadcase!

Hehasoverwhelmedthewholetownandallof its
ru伍3nsWithhisbraveryandhispeculiargentler,unas-
suming,but thoroughlyterriblemanner・Thereisasort
of"umall, felinedreadfulnesSabouthisstep,hiseyes,
andhissoft,drawling,purringvoice.
InLhemeantime, thecasegetsonagainstWhaley. I

havethejurySelected,andIdon'tthmk7thoughmosiof
them.arecOllfessedShodressmen, thatfheyc5hpossibly
turn.inanybUtaverdictofguilty.Thecas6isasblain"
canbe,andlintendtodriveithomeashardasI"n.

At thesametime, Iamworkmgmattersupagainst
YquPgSteyeOrange.HeisyoungefthanWhalby,1utl
thinKt.atheisinnnitelythemofeimportantpriZe・The
peopleintllistownaPpeartorespectilimasihoughhe
wereamucholderandwiserman.Heisanabsolutedare-

devil.Hisrecordisaverywndone, andlthinkthatl
ghallbeabletolodgehimmthepenitentiaryforanum-
berofyears.

yoWWmseethatthereisplentyofexcitementuphere.
Ilikeit.WithOutyoungSingleJack,IcouldnotmVbfora
Singlehour, Ipresume・Withhim, Ithinkthatlcanget
throughanydiificulty.ジ

go.wroteDavidApperleyinthesmallhoursofthemorning,
"dthenwenttothewindowtowatchthewaningofthestafg:
Hewasverycontentedwithhimselfandw.ith~all thathad
paSgedinthelastfewdays.Hewasbeginningtoleadareallife.
Ofcoursehehadnopresciencewhichenabledhimtosee

thathewasmomentarilyrushingintomoreandmoreterrible
dangers・Hewasbuildingupafatal self-coniidence.Well

wouldithavebeenforhimifhehadscrupulouslytrustedto
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theguardianshipofSingleJack・Buthisself-conndencewas
hisLmdoing-thatandagirll

15． EntertheGirl

Shewasthelovely,red-hairedsisterofStevenGrange.
Butbeforewegobacktoher,wehaVetopushaheadwith

otherevents, thomghtheyseemofnoimportancecompared
withHesterGrange.
Shewouldneverhavebeencalledintotheaffair,perhaps,
haditnotbeenfor thefineworkwhichDavidperformed

againstWhaley・Thatgentlemanwasdefendedbyacapable
laWyerhiredbythemoneyofShodreSs.AndAlexanderShod-
resSandhiscigarswerealwaysinthecourtroom,givingcoun-
tenancetothedefendant, andscowlingbitterlyattheprose-

cutingattorney，Butevensuchiniluencecouldnotabsolutely
downthefactsinthecase.Thosefactswereattestedbycom-

petenteyewitnesses,andthefinal speechofDavidWasre.lly
51ittlemasterpiece,ashesketchedintheevilsofcattlerustling,
zmdthefuturedeSOlationoftherangeifthepracticecontinued,

pointingoutthatalreadyevengreatownersofmanyherdsOf
fhousaIIdscouldbarelystandtheyearlylosses,whereas the
smallownerswerewipedoutrootandbranchbyasingleraid!
Atanyrate, theverdiCtwasguilty,andthejudge, scowling
attheiloor,gavetheminimumsentenceofthreeyears・Hewas
aperfectlygoodShodressman, thatjudge,andhehadmade
hishnalsummingupaspartialasanysummmgupcouldbe.
Buthehadtopronouncethesentence,andWhaleywaspacked
awaVtoServeathree-years' sentence.

Itwas the firstgreatvictoryforyoungDavid・Hehad
workedforitlikeabeaverandahero,andhesmiledwitha
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calmtriumphthatpromisedmoretroubleforevildoersinthat
●

partoftheworld.

Itwasnottheruleforthatcourt .toturninconvictions・ It
wasdistinctlynot therule. Itappearedthatevenfellowsas
porrUptas thosCjurorshadacertainhdnor, andtheywere
heardtosaywithmanyoaths, as theyleftthecourfroom:
G｡Facts isfacts, andtheygot tobelistenedto!What is the
worldcomingto,otherwise?''
What, indeed？

Shodress, Si!tingbythewindow, allowedthecigartOdroop
downfromhissoft-lipped, pursymouth,whilellis fat faCe
s.gged, 3ndagraynessoverspreadit.Hewasseeingsignsof
thegomingoftheend.Hisempireofgraftandtrea6hefyand
croqkedneSs, supportedbybrutalityandmoney,was threat-
pnedwithitsendandheturnedblazingeyestoWardtheyoung
laWyerwhowasstrikingsovaliantlyfortheright.
Othereyesmarkedthat glance, andtheyunderstoodit.

Twentygunswereready,butintheshadowsofacorner･be-
hindmelawyer,therewasalwaySseatedaslender,boyishiig-
llrewh9Vatchedall thathappenedWithsingular, dark, lacit-
luster, felineeyes・AndastheylookedatSingleJack, andat
jisslendP[,bopyhands,alwaysmovingslowlyrasthoughbear-
"ga.weightof_droWsiness, theirowngunswereforgotfen,and
theylolkedsuddenlydowntotheilooragain.
Sothecrowdleft thecourtroom, andintheearsofmanv
thewordsofWhaleywereringing, thewordswhichhehaa
lltrredwhenthejudgeaskedhimifhehadanythingtosay
beforesentencewaspronounced.

ず

"lSotthisto.say:Ther.'ssomethinkthatmoneywillbuy
anything.Butwhat'sthepriceoflivingbehindbars?;'

ソ

HehadturnedandglaredopenlyafShodress.
Yes:it.""Petlrbgginningoftheend.Everyonefelt it.
Theyhadfelt thatShodresswasa sortof inviIIcibieZfbif
angel-a"rcjangF19fqarkne@s, ifyouwill,butasup6fhImh
WW.r,,4Lt"le2st!Andggwthatpowcrseemedtobefalling
Hehadlosthishrstcase.HowmanyothercaseswouldfolloWi
It seemedaprophecyoftheendofagreat reign, andmen
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lookedsoberly,onetotheother,wonderingwhatwouldhap-
pennext.

All ofthis isdirectlyimportantnot somuchbecause it
showstheabilitymingledwithcouragewhichDavidApperley
hadexhibited、 orbecauseitwasthenrst trenchantblowde-

liveredatthegreatShodress,orbecauseitsentarascal tothe
penitentiaryforthreeyears, butreallybecause ithadavital
bearinguponthenextcasewhichwascomingup.
ThatwasthecaseofSteveGrange・ IfWhaleywaSmani-

festlyguilty，wasnotStevedoublyso？Andifthelawyerhad
spokeneloquentlyinthecaseofWhaley,whatcouldhedo
aboutthemanwhohadresistedarrest, guninhand,until a

chancebullethappenedtoknockhimofThishorse？Andwhat
lightwouldhethrowuponthewildcareerofthisyouth？
No,SteveGrangewasundoubtedlydoomedbeforethetrial,
andtherewasall likelihoodthatthesentencewouldbenearer

themaximumthantheminimum,becausetherewereopenru-

morsofabreachbetweenthejudgeandShodress.Thejudge
hadsaidthathisconsciencehadalreadybeenpassedthrough

enoughhre・Hewasbeginningtowanttobreatheafresherair!
Allofthisportendedmuch.Menwalkedscowlingthrough

thestreetsofYeoville,uncertainwhattodonext.

ThentheGrange-Shodress forces struckanunexpected
blow,mthefollowingmanner.
Otherbusiness thanthatoftherustlerswasbeginningto
HowintothehandsofDavid・Mensawabilityinhim, and

abilityisalwaySusedintheWest.Thereweremenonthe
rangeaboutYeovillewhowere, infact,onlywaitingforsome
vital signthat lawwaS inforcebeforetheyralliedagainSt
ShodresS・Thesemenhadgrievancesofmanykindswhich

theywantedtohaverepresentedinthecourt,andtheyrallied
toDavidwithmuchenthusiasm・Soworkfiowedsteadilyinto

hishands, andhebegantogodowntohisoniceearlyinthe
mornlngs.

Soithappenedthat,onthismorning,hehadbarelyopened
hisofficeandtakenhisplacebehindhisdesk,whenhewas
calleduponbywhatseemedtohimtheloveliestwomaninthe
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ep!irgworl4.ShewaSdressedmostunpretentiously, likeany
girlfromtherange,butshewasoneWhoneeded.iioadorIiL
Inent・Whenphest99dbefOreDavid,hefoundhimselfsetting
llis tepthtokeephisheartfromHuttering, andall thetim:
thatShewastalking, thebeautyofthecOiledmassesofthat
""ir,#nd!he.wonderfulblueofhereyesunsettledpobf
Davidandmadehimmuchatoutswithhim6elf.

Shesaid: @@IamthesisterofStevenGrange・Willyouletme
talktoyouabouthim?''

$GOfcourse!'' saidDavid，Helookedatherwithasinking
heart.ShewasthesisterofSteveGranger
BUt､IIgaveljalonecOp!dtenwhcreinthcrelationshipap.
peared・ForStevewaslikeayounglion, andthisgirl~wiih
heI:a!!uringrathercrookedsmile,andthedimplethat"peafeti
2pddigpppearedinonecheekwasadelicate6reaturebbsideg
StevgG¥nggWasayoUthofanironnerve, andthisgirr"
ypryPadlyfriglltcgc4S",wherehersofthandswereflasped
together,hqwtheiIeshwhitenedwiththepressureasshestr6ve
tokeepuphercourage!
OnlyonethingremindedhimofSteve.Stevealwavslooked

qIledirpCilyintheeyewithanunwaveringglance, aildsodid
thisgirl・Hereyesplungtohis,butnotwithbhallengeorforce
-iljthagortofclinging,pathetic,frightenedappealr
ThepulserateofDavidmountedbytensat3time.
G6Iwantyoutosaywhateveryouwish,''hetoldher. @GWm

yousitdownhere?''

"Pefhapslhadbetternot sitdown.Iknowyouarevery
busy.Ionlywanttotakeoneminuteofyourtim6・Ionlywant
tobegyoutohavemercyonpoorSteve,because-''
TearsfIoodedintohereyes・Stillshedidnot lookdownto

thenoor, .ut_stUdi.dhim, asthoughshefearedlestat any
momentaflashofpitymightappearinhiseyesandsheremaiii
inignOranceofit.

‘‘MydearMissGrange,,， saidhe． ‘‘MydearMissGrange，
supposethatwelookat it inthismanner-that lamcofil5
mittedbymyhonortoworkinthecauseofiusfice-''

ロ

Herlipstrembled,butshedidnotspeak, sheonlywaited.
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Hefeltthathewasstrikingahelplesscreature,andtheHesh
ofDavidcrawledwithhorrorandstrongself-contempt.
｡<Andthenagain, supposeyouadmitthatSteveisamis-

guidedfellow・Willyouadmitthat?"heaskedher.
46Weknowthatpoor,dearStevehasdonewrong-verygreat

wrong.Thereisn'tanyeXCuse!''
.@VErywell,withastrongnaturelikeSteve's, thebestCure

isastronghand,usually・He'soffendedthelaw.Lethimleam
●

thatnoniatterhowstronghemaybe, thelawisagreatdeal
Stronger・Thatlessonofrespectmaymaketherestofhislife
auserulone, andWhiletheyearsinprisonmayseemlongto
onewholooksforwardtothem,theyaresuretoappearshort,
whenhelooksback.，，

Shecaughtherbreath.Shesaidfaintly: @GThenlcannotdo
anythingatall?''
Sheiewbacktowardthedoor,butstinwiththosetearful
ご

eyesiixeduponhim.
TheverfheartofDavidwassmittenwithinhim, andhe

ｰ

hurriedacfosstoherandtookherhandsmhis.Afatalerror,
David, totouchthosehands, sosoft, thoughnothalfsqs"t
astheVlook・Andtocomewithinrangeofthefragrancewhich
hangsinherhair.Ah,foolish,foolishDavid!Itmountsthrough
yourbrainfastertharimcenseeverwaftedfromthiSearthof
sorrowtotheblessedabodesofthegods.
6GWhatcanldo?'' saidhe.

C4Idon'tknow! Idon'tknow!'' shesaid, and, thoughshe

stoodsocIose,herglanceneveronceWaveredfromhis;he
couldseetheopen, tear-brightenedbluenessofhereyes, so
liketheevesofachild． GCOnly, it'smyfault,yousee,'' she
added.

‘℃ome, come!Yourfault?''
GGWhenfatherdied, he leftSteve toMother, andwhen

Motherdied, shelefthimtome,becauseweallknewthat
heneededtobetakencareof・ IfI'dmadethehomebrighter

andgayer,thenhewouldn'thavebeentemptedtogoouthunt-
ingsuchterribleadventures-''
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06ButwhyinthenameofHeavenshouldhehavebeenleft
mVourcare?''

･GOf,ofcoursethatwasright,becausel'mhisoldersister,
youknow1Oh, therewasnothingelseforMothertodo!''
Oldersister？Olderbaby．
6fI'1l tellyouthis,'' saidDavid. GGI'11-1'llseewhatlcando

-andletyouknow-er-''

66Ifyouwill letmedaretohope-oh,Godblessyou!Be-
causeifStevewereput inprison,hewouldragelikeawild
Creature・Hewouldbreakout.Thenevenmurderwouldbe

nothingtohim・Oh, Iknowhmsowen!He. is soterribly
strong,andsoyoung-''

Shetotalkofyouthwithpity!She1,

oGPoorchild!Poorchild!"murmuredDavid,alumpinhis
throat.

Suddenlyshewassmilingathimsympatheticallythrough
hertears.

“Yes， that isallheis， isn，t it？Oh， thankyouforunder‐
standmg!''

16． AGoldenRooster

Abouteverytrulybeautifulwomanallthingsarebeautiful;
evenherslightestandmostmundaneactionshavetheirCharm.

Tears,forinstance,whichmakeanotherswollenandredof

face,makeheronlyflushedandmorehumanlydelightful.
NowDavidApperleywasagreatdistancefromafool,
neitherwasheanovicewhohadhadnothingtodowith
wOmeninhislife・Buttomostofusthefeminineworldisa

humdrumaffair,verywearisomeandsilly, andhardlytobe
bornewith;onlyonceinourlives,perhaps,wenndherwho
possessesthekeyofmysterywhichunlockstheheartandlets
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thewindofanunknowncountrypassthroughallthecham-

bers・DavidApperleyhadmetheronthisday, andhisheart
expandedimmensely;hewashlledwithstrength;hewanted
tocherishthisfragileandgentlecreature, andwithamoist
eVehefollowedhertothedoorofhisofBce.
‐

GGIflhadknownthatSteveGrangewas.yourbrother,'' said

he, 6GI shouldhavedroppedtheprosecutionbefore itwas
started・Butnowthatitisunderway,ithastobepushedahead

acertaindistance, atleast.However,Ithinkthatlcannnda

mannerofkeepinghimfromharm! I'11domybestfOryou!''
ShelookedUpathimwithanewhope,halfsmilmgandhalf

wondering, andsurveyedhisfaceasthoughitWereastrange
countryinwhichinnnitegoodmightbefound.
GGI'venevermetanyonelikeyoubefore,''saidHesterGrange.
qcTush!''SaidDavid.

GGNo,''saidshegravely, C6noonesosternandstrong-butso
good.，，
Somehowhegotherontothestreet.
.GYou'llbemuchtoobusywithimportantafairstoseeme

again,''saidHester.
､ ｡lNotabit,'' saidDavid・Foritseemedtohimthatonlythe

momentbeforehadanythingofadehniteimportancereally
enteredhislife． 6CIthinkthatlshouldseeyouagain, soon,so

thatwecantalkthecaseofyourbrotheroverindetail.，，

Herjoyandgratitudedawnedmherfacewithac皿dlike
suddenness.

CGDovoureallvmeanthat?''
グ ー

GcOfcourse.''

fGThankyou, thankyou!Thenwhenwillyouletmecome?''
Helookeddowntoherandsethisteethalittle, forother-

wiseaveritableHoodoftendernessandjoyandlovewould

haverushedupintohiseyesandmadehislipstremblewith
wordswhichhemustnotspeak-asyet.Hewonderedoutof

whatnestthisbirdhadcome;hemustseeheramongherpeo-

ple,nomatterhowsavageandcrudetheymightbe.
GGItwouldbemoreproperformetocometoyou,ifyouwill

tellmewhen.''
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‘‘Wouldyoucome？No， thatwouldbeatrouble1，，

. $GNotmtheleast-iflmaymakeitaftero伍cehours,Ihave
toworkratherlate, justnow."

GGThenwillyoucometodinner?''
GGMayIdothat?'' .

CCI'mnotaverygoodcook, 1'mafraid,butlshalldomy
best.,,

Alittleecstasy.offoolishdelightmadehimtrembleatthe

thoughtOfsittingatatableservedbyherhands, andeating
foodwhichshehadcookedforhim.Withasuddentouchof

prophecy,hefeltthathecouldseealongprospectofyears
beforehimduringwhich,Godwilling, sheshouldministerto
him,whileheprotectedher, andsulToundedherwithsuch
loveasawomanhadneverknownbefore.

Soitwasarranged, andhewentbacktohisoffice,walking
lightly.Thereheencounteredanimpatientcattleman, chew-
ingtheendofacigarwhichhadlongagogoneout.Hewas
611edwithtroubles.Hehadmadealoantoacertainoneof

themenofAlecShodress, andnowthattheloanwasdue,

thefellowrefusedrepayment,andsnappedhis6ngers inthe
faceofthecattleman・Let thelattertrytoforeclose!Only
lethimtry! Ifhehadasinglefootedbeastonhisentireranch

withinaweekaftertheforeclosure, itwouldbeveryodd!
Thatthreatwasnotwitho血taverygreatdealofpoint, as

thecattlemanknew, andthereforehehaddecidedthathe

wouldflytoseekthenewpowerwhichhadraiseditsheadso

suddenlyontherange;apowerwhichhadbeenlongastranger
andwhichwasthereforeallthemorewelcome-thelaw!

Butashestormedforthhiscase, thatveteranofthecow

countrycouldnothelpthmkingthatthiswasastrangeyoung
fellowtobethebrotherofAndrewApperleyandthebrilliant
andcourageousantagonistofAlecShodresshimself!Forpoor
Davidwassunkinadreamfromwhichitwouldneverbein

hispowertorecoveraltogether.

Inthemeantime,sodeepwasheinhisthoughts, thathedid
notnotice.thathisconstantshadow,SingleJackDeems,no
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longerkeptpostnearhisdoor・ SingleJackwasgone, for
thefirsttimeinallofthesedays. . .

Hehadstarteddownthestreet followingHesterGrange,
andhewentafterheruntilshecametoanttlecottageonthe

outeredgeoftown, allemboyreredamongorchardtrees, and
withatangledhedgeofgreeneryandilowersrisingabovethe
picketsofthefront-yardfence.
Throughthegatewentthegirl,callingoutblithely: ｡GOliver!

Oliver!Hello･Noll!''

Adeepyoungvoiceansweredher, andthroughthefront
doorofthehouseboundedabigyoungsterofseventeenor

eighteenyears・ ItseemedtothestartledSingleJackthatthis

mustbeSteveGrangehimself, escapedfromthejail,butata
secondglance,hewassurethatthisfellowwasalittleyounger,
alittlegentler,notyetofasteelsoheat-temperedas thatof
Steve.But itwasexactlythesamematerial,andeventuallyit

wouldbeComingtothesameend.
6CWhatluck,oldgirl?''

C@Why,Oliver,he'sthesoftestthinglevermet inmylife.
Ilefthim. Ifl'dstavedanotherfiveminutes，hewouldhave

ご

beenkissingmyhand. Iwasashamed,Oliver, toseeanyman

actlikesuchafool.Andhe'sgoingtocomedowntonightand
havedinnerwithus.，’

64Thedeucehels!'' 、
6GThedeuceheisn't!Hewantstotalkmoreabout thecase

ofmybrotherinjail.Sohesays.Hewantstoholdmyhand
andhaveachancetobesentimental, really.Oh,Oliver, Iwish

Iwereaman,onceinawhile, sothatlcoulddoandsaywhat

Ireallyfeel, insteadofhavingtowearthisbabyface1'' .
G41t'sthebestandtheprettiestfaceintheworld,'' saidOli-

verGrange.
GGWell,I'mtiredofit!''saidHesterwithemphasis． GGI'mtired

ofbeingfussedoverandhavingeverymanImeetwant to
pawmeaboutandtreatmelikeadollthatlikestobepetted.''
cCIftheydare,I'ncuttheirthroats!'' saidyoung.Oliverwith

asuddensavagery.

GGYouwildcat,''saidthegirl,glancingathimwithasparkof
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fierceadmiration. :GButldon'tneedyourhelptotakecareof
myself!OIiver,howlwishtoHeaventhatlbouldmeetsome
manthatIdidn'tdespise.,，

､.1know,''Olivernodded. "You'11neverbehappyuntil
you'vemetupwithsomebrutethat'Ubeatyouac6ixpleof
timesaday,makeyoucookforawholegang,andraiseafiock
ofchildrenwhileyoukeephousefOrhim・Sometimeyou'll
glgetamanlikethat, that'lltakeawhiptoyou-andyou'n
followhimhome!''

"Oliver,'' saidthegirlsavagely,"dqyoureallythinkthat
I'mmadeofsuchstuH?''

GGYouwaitandsee,'' SaidhewiththeinfYniteassuranceof

youth． ‘‘Butinthehrstplace,whataboutdinnertonight？Are
yougoingtogivehimaspread?''

GGIam. I'mgomgtohaveyourgoldenrooster,NoⅡ.，，
"Hello, isthatajoke?"
GcNotabit.，,

CGLookhere,honey,nottheOnethatlraisedsmceitwas
asicklittlechickenthatcouldn't-''

GGIt'snotsickanylonger1''

‘‘But， sls-theonethatcomeswhenIwhistletoit？Why， it
knowsasmuchasIdo?''

GGAreyougomgtobesoft-headedaboutachicken?'' asked

thegirlsternly． ccWhenitmayhelpyourbrothertocomeor
withhislife?''

Hewincedali:ttla

GGButtherearelotsofothers.''

GGYouknowthat.there'snothingintheyardasbigandfat
andnneasyourgoldenrooster.AndIcanseehimnow, all
crustedwithbrown,whenItakehimoutoftheovenandoffer

himuptothislawyer・ I'mgoingtobreakupthatDavidAp-
perleylikelittlekindling,Non,dear， 1'mgoingtomakehim
getdownonhiskneesandbegmetObehisWife,beforehe
leavesthishousetonight.And"-shebrokeoutofhernerce-

nesswithgaylaughter-G$itmaybethatagoodroastchicken
willbejustthethingtotumthetrick!''
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Oliverlookeddowntotheground, sorrowfully,buthegave
waytothesuperiorstrengthofhernature.

i$Only, isitrighttotreathimlikethat-ifhereanyfansm
lovewithVou?''

4GIcan'thelpitifaman'safool,'' saidthegirl. $GAndl'm
fIghtmgforSteve'slife, asMammatoldmethatl'dhaveto
do!Yougogetthatrooster,andgetitquick!''

PoorOliverturnedawaywithtrailingfeetandadowncast
head. SingleJackDeemswatchedhimgointotheyardbe-
hindthehouseandwhistle,whereat amagnificentgolden-

plumedroostercamerunning,heavyandwaddlingwithfat,
andrushedwithbeatingwings inhastetogettoitsmaster.
TheboytOokitup,caressedit,andputitdownagaininhaste.

Heturnedintoashedandcameoutagainwitha.32-caliber
riHe,whichhepoised.Helookedsternlyat therooster,but
that.gaylycoloredbirdwaspickinginthedustathisfeet,all
unsuspicious・Olivershookhishead.Hecouldnotcommitthis
murder!

17. TheSmileof theWolf

SobeautifulHesterGrangeranupstもps intothehouse,
withasongtrailingbehindherasshewent・Shehurriedtoher
roomtotakeoffherhat、 andpresentlysheswept intothe
parlor ,tobeginthehousecleaningatthatpoint, fortheplace
mustbewellfurbishedbeforetheeveningcame.

Shestoppedinthedoorway, forshesawseatedinthearm-
chairatthefartherendoftheroomaslenderyoungmanwith
adarklyhandsomeface,andgracefulhandsfoldedinhislap.

SingleJackDeems!

､GYousitdownoverthere!'' saidheandpointedtoachair.

Shehesitated. ItwastherulewithHestertogainacertain
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SUpremacyovermenatherfirstmeetingwiththem.Butshe
felt that itmightbeveryunwisetochallengethismasterful
youngmanatonce.

WithPerheartbeatingfast, shecrossedtothedesignated
chairandrestedherhandsonthebackofit.
GfYou'retalkingverystrangely,'' saidHester． GGIdon'tknow

whatipwrong. Idohopethatyou'renotbringingmeanybad
newsfrompoorSteve!''

Andsheletherbigblueeyesiillwithtearsasthevlooked
softlytowardhim・F･rthatwasperhapshermightiestweapon"

－

Menmeltedatoncebeforethoseblueeves.
〃

Howeyer,jnthiscase, theslenderyolingmanmerelysmiled
intum,butitwasnotexactlyapleaSantSinile. Ittou6hedthe
f9rIlersofhislips,buthiseyesremainedasdunanddeepa
blackasever.

"I'mbringingyoubadnews,"heagreed,"aboutSteve, and
aboutotherthings,maybe.''

Shestaredintentlyathim, tryingtoguess.Buttherewasno
hopCoffndingoUthishiddenmeanhigs.Hewasasobscure
asthegraveitself.

"Iqthetirstplace,"saidhe, "youcanmakeupyourmind
thatStqyeisgoingtothepenitentiary.That'sthehrStpointto
reston.”

Shegaspedalittle.

､GGDidyouremployertellyoutotalklikethat?''

GGIhavenoemployer,''saidhe． GcIfyoumeanApperley--no・
He'sstilldazedandhalfsick. Itwillbealongtixinebefbrehe
getsoverwhatyou'vedonetohim.，，

Heleanedforwardandthefaintestoflightsglistenedinhis
eyes.

GGYouworkfast,'' saidhe. CcI'veknownsomeniftyones,but
!leVprgny_likgyou.Allthatldon'tseeis-whatareyoudoing
inthebushes?''

GGBushes?'' sheansweredvaguely,forshewasstunnedbvthe
－

mannerandthevoiceofthiscoldyouth.
‘‘Yes,whyinthesticks？Youshouldbeonthesoftendofa
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confidencejob,mydear.Therearesomemightyclevermen
inthecountrywho'dbegladtouseyou・ Insideofsixmonths,
youcouldbetakingdownthirtyorfortythousandayearfor
vourshareoftheloot.Sowhywasteyourselfouthere?''
‐

Nowshenred.

｡CDovouthinkthatl'mdishonest?'' sheaskedhimhercely.
プ

Theanswerwasaslightlycurlingsneer.

G6Willyoulistentome?''hesaid. GGI'mnotababy, likethe
restof 'em. Iknowyou,Hester. Iknowyoulikeabook.Be-
causeI'vereadyourkindbefore!''
ItwaStheultimateinsult，Forwhateverelseawomanmay

be, sheisalwayssurethatsheisunique,andtobeplacedina
categoryismoreterribleforherthanforamantobeplaced
inaprison. '
GGI'veheardyoulongenough,'' shesaidangrily. ｡6Idon't

thinkthat there'sanyreasonlshouldstayherelonger・ I'm
vervbusv,Mr・Deems.''

ヴ ーヶ

Sheturnedtowardthedoor.

c｡Don'tloseyourtemper,'' saidthissmoothyouth． cGItnever
workswithme.Idon'twantyoutotrythebabystuifwithme,

but thehaughtyairwon'twork, either.Yousitdownhere
andstaytilll'vefinishedwithyou.''
Alittlelaughcamefromherthroat, abubblinglittlelaugh,

buthereyeswereasbrightandashardassteel.
G6Howcanyoucompelmeto?'' shesaid.
6GThat'sonlyoneofthethingsl'mgoingtocompelyou-to

do,'' saidSingleJack. GGAfterl'vemadeyoustayhere,what
reallycountsaretheotherthingsl'lllayoutforyoutodo.''
GGYou'realittlemad､'' saidthegirl. @GYoucan'tforcemeto

doanything，Doyouknowthatwindowisopen？Anddovou
hearthosemensinging.ThosearethethreeGreshambrothers.

Ionlyneedtocall,andthey'dbehereatonce.''
Asthoughtopunctuateandunderlinethisremark,therewas

thesoundofariHeexploding.Thegirlstartedalittle.

$6It'sall right,'' saidDeems． CG1t'sonlyOliverShootingata
markandtryingtoworkuphiscouragetomurdertherooster.'，

GGDoyouknowaboutthat?'' sheaskedhim,rathershocked.
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GfIt'ssimple. Ifollowedyoudownfromtheoificeandheard

whatyouhadtosaytoOliver・ IwishthatDavidApperley
hadbeenhandytohear,also.'，

@sYoucrooked, clever-yegg!"sheburstoutathimiria
passlon.

"Namesarenoweapons,"saidSingleJackwithasmile. GCAre
youreadytodowhatIwant?''

“Whyunderheavenshouldl？GobacktoDavidAPPerley，
ifyouwish, and.tellhimwhateveryouplease,butyoucan't
keephimaway.，，

ShebreathedhardandfaStwithhersavagetriumph.
6GHe'llcOmewheneverlcallhim!'' sheSaid.

GGYes,'' agreedSingleJack, @Gbuthe'll alsostayaway, if
youtellhimto.''

GGIf!Butdoyouthinkthatl'llbesOfoolishastosendhim
awav?''

〃

Henoddedatherinperfectsympathyandunderstanding.
G･Iknow,'' saidSingleJack． @G1t'shardtodo・Whenyou've

plantedagoodjob,andallthatyouhavetodoisjusttocollect,
it'sbitterhardtogiveuptheprofits1''
GCYousee,''saidshe, &Git'snogoodtryingtoblurme.'，
G6Bluifyou,mydear?''murmuredSingleJack. 6dInever

dreamedofbluifingyou. Ihaveneverbluffedinmylife.'，
GGThenyouwillteUmewhateartmypoweryouhaveover

me?''

G@Idon'thavetotellyou.Lookolitthewmdowintotheback
yardandyoU'llseeforyourself.''
Shelookedoutobediently, forshewasas interestedasshe

wasappalledandbaffiedbythisconversation.
6GThere'snoonebutOliverandthechickensoutthere.，,
fcOliver?''

GGYes.''

G$YouloveOIiver,don'tyou?''
GCDear,sillyoldNoll!Whathaveyoutosayabouthim?''

G｡Imeanthatyou'reanoddone.Hardasnails.Butyou're
fondofyourfamny.Yourememberyourfatherandmother.
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Andyoureallyloveyourbrothers.ButOliveryoulOvemore
thanSteve・Steveisabithardandcoldevenforyou!''
G6I'mnot interested,'' saidthegirlsharply． GGNotabitinter-

estedinaUofthisnonsense!''

GlOh,butyouwillbe! Supposethatyouinsistonhavmg
DavidApperleydownhere-'' .
GGIshallinsist.''

.6Verywen.Thedayfollowingthat,1'11contrivetomeetyour
brotherOnver,putahghtonhishands, andlayhimdead
mthestreet!''

Shestartedtolaughmhercemockery,butnosoundcame
fromherlips.
GGThereisnoonemtheworldwickedenoughtodosucha

thmg!''shedeclared.
‘‘DoyouthinkthatIwouldn，t？Lookatmeagain､Youdon，t

knowme,yet.Butlookatmeagain.Ialwaysdoexactlywhatl
promise・Exactly.Mywordisaone-hundredper-centgold
bond!''

Heleanedforwardalittlemhischair,asthoughwhenhe

broughthimselfthatvitalbitcloser, shecouldseehimmore
distinctly． ． 、
Shedidseehimmoredistinctly,butshecriedwithatrem-

blingvoice: $6I'llsendNolloutofharm'sway･ I'nsendhim
outofthetown!'' ／

SingleJackshookhisheadandsmiled.
GGHe'snotthatsortofaboy.You.trytopersuadehimtOrun

away・Doyouthinkthathewould？Notforaminute，while
there'saman'sworktodoもHeseemstobesofterandsimpler

thanyouandyourbrother・Butwhenthepinchcomes,you'll
findthathehasastrainofheroinhim.Hemayhesitateabout

slaughteringhispetrooster.Buthe'11neverhesitateinanght
withothermenwheretherearebulletsilying!'' ･

Shegazedraptandamazedatthiscalmspeaker.Forhe
spokeWithanabsoluteknowledgewhichshecouldnotqUes-
tion, andtryasshewouldtodenyit, shehadtoadmit that
therewasapropersubstanceofrightmwhathesaid・This
wasexactlytheproud, tender,gentle,andstrongnatureof
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youngOliver,Shecouldpushhimalonginanydirectionwith
afeather, ifshechose.Butwhenacer.tainpointcameandhe
feltthatsuchathingashismanhoodwasappealedto,thena
thousandwildhorsescouldnotbudgehim.
G6Theywouldtearyoutopieces!Theywouldburnyoualive

章

ifyoudaredtomurderNoll!''shecriedtohim_

G6I'vebeenthreatenedwiththosethingsbefbre,'' saidthe
Pther. $Butthen,yourbrother ismansized.Andeveryone
knQWStPathe'sveryexcitedbecausehisbrotheris injail-
and.IbelOngtothecrewthat'slryingtoputSteveinthe~peni-
tentiary，So, ofcourse, inmeetingme-alone-ifheweieto
Iosehistemperandtrytomurderme-andiflshotinself-de-
fensewhv-－，，

ジ

Hemadealittleexplanatorygestureandsmiledintoher
eyes.Andsuddenly-shehadnotseenthecreaturebefore-

fromthedarkShadOwofacomerbehindhismaster, forth
srpp.dComancheandregardedthegirlwithacurlinglipand
glittermggreeneyes,andsomehowitseemedtohert5afthere
wa9arelationbetweenthesetwodestroyingcreatures,andthe
smileofthewolfwasnomoredeadlythantmesmileoftheman.

18． Hester9sBargain

,6Ithinkthatyoumeanit,"saidHesterGrangesuddenly.
ヴ

GGImeanit.'' ･

66Whydommeyletamanlikeyoucontinuetolive?''shecried.
6GIfthey'resobraveandsowild,Whydon'ttheycrushyou-''
"Oh,somedaytheywill.Butthatmusm'tspdilmyfuh,now.

Tomorrowwintakecareofitself.''

Shewatchedhimwithhergracefulheadinclinedanttleto
theside・Thenshenodded.

GGYou'rediHerent,'' shesaid,moretoherselfthantohim_
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GGIcanmanagetheothers,Butnotyou.Didanybodyevermake
youchangeyourmind?''

G6Yes.''

GGWho?''

cGComanche.''

Thewolfdog,hearingitSname,suddenlydepresseditsears
andturneditsheadforaglancebaCkanduptoitsmaster・The

girlsawaflashoflovesoftenthosecoldgreeneyes・Shecould
nothelpashudder． ，
6GThenwhatisitthatyouwantmetodo?''

c6KeepDavidApperleyawayfromyou.，,
6GHowcanldothat?''

GGThat'ssimple・ Justbysendinghmanoteandsayingthat
you'vechangedyourmind,andthatyoucan'tseehim.'，
GfHe'llbeinsulted.，，

CGPerhapshewillbe.''
CGAndalso-itmaymakehimwanttocomeallthemore.，，
SingleJackDeemssmiledather.
$$Idon'tknowexactlyhowyoucanmanageit,''heconfessed.
G6I'mnotawoman, andthereforeldon'tknowall theways
inwhichawomancanwork.Butwhatldoknowisthatlwant

youtokeepApperleyawayfromyou,andifyoudon'tI'vetold
youwhatwillhappen!''
Afiushofangerroseinherface.Butshebitherlipsand

nodded.

GGOnly,'' shesaid, @:it'shardformetObelievethatI'mbemg
sobullied!ButI'llmanageit.''

cGThengood-by.''
Hewenttowardthedoor, andthegreatwolfdogslouched

afterhim,turningitsheadtowatchthegirlasthoughhefeared
dangerfromher.
SoSingleJackwentfromtheporch,anddownthelittlepath,

andthroughthegate,andshewatChedhissmooth,glidingstep
takehimupthestreet・Heseemedtoher,asshestoodatthe
window,liketheshadowofamanratherthananactualhuman

being, andheleftacoldnessofdreadwithherall thewhile
thatshestaredafterhim.
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Thenanotherthoughtcametoher. Shewent totheback
dgoy,anjintheyardshesawherbrotherOliverintheveryac[
ofdrawingabeaduponthegoldenrooster.

GcOliver!Oliver!'' shecalled.

Oliverturnedatensefacetowardher・Shecouldseebyhis
expressionhowterriblyhardwasthesacrincewhichsh6had
demandedofhim・Herconsciencereprovedherroughly.
..Oliver,Idon'tthinkthatwe'llneedthechickenrafteraⅡ､I
w"youtotakeanoteformetoDavidApperley, instead."
Hecamegladlyandwaitedinpatience~fbrheftowritethe

note,.yyhiQhsh.spratchedofswiftlymabold,sprawlmghand,
verynkethewritingofaman:

DearMr､Apperley： Iamsorrytosaythatsomething
hashappenedwhichmakesit impossibieformetosee
youtonight・Winyouforgivemeformakingthechange？

Sheconsideredthenoteforamoment・Whatwouldhemake

ofit？Wouldhiscuriositybeintrigued？Wouldhesimplybe
furiouswithher？Atanyrate， itwasbettertomakethenote
simpleandbrief.

SOsheSignedhernamewithoutdelayanddispatchedher
brotherwithwordnottolingerintheofficeoftheiawver.
"Whyshouldlstaythere?"askedOliversternly. "Unlessl

wantedtolosemyheadandsinkabulletthroughthathound."
GCWhydoyoucallhimahound,Onver?''

GGWhy,dear, isn'thetryingtopolishoHpoorSteve?''
@cThat'shisbusinessasalawyer-tomaketroubleforother

people.Butdon'tyouwaitthere・ThatSmgleJackDeems is
aroundtheofficeanthewhile.Andifyoushouldgetmtotrou-
blewithhim-''Shemadeasigni6cantpause.
CcDeems?SingleJack?'' repeatedheryoungbrotherhotly.

‘‘Andwhat，she？He'saman，Ⅱketherestofus－andbullets
willdownhimjustthesame!"
fCOUver!''shecried.

Heretreatedalittlebeforeheroutburstoffear.

GGI'mgoingtobegood,'' saidOnversunenly. @GIwon'thunt
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anytrouble,butitmakesmesicktoseethewholetownstand-
ingaroundononefootbecauseofatenderfootoutofthe
F9gtthatdoesn'tknowoneendofahorsefromtheother.

Asneaking,spying,crOoked-''
4COliver!"

GGWell,allright,allright!''
HetookthenoteandstrodeoHwithitupthestreetwhile

sheremainedinthedoorlookingearnestlyandanxiouslyafter
him.Shelovedhimasasisterandsomewhatofamother,also.

For, thoughshewasascanttwentyherself,yetforfiveyears
shehadbeentheheadofthisoddlittlehousehold.Andshe

hadmanagedaffairs forhertwobrothersandforherself.
Shehadkeptthemunderherthumb・ Ifshehadgrownabit
hardandtooshort-sighted,perhaps, itcouldbechargedtoall
theanxietieswithwhichheryoungShouldershadbeenloaded.
StevehadescapedfrOmherinfiuencetoalargedegree｡And
theresultwasthatStevehadbeenarrestedforaseriouscrime,

andnowhewasthreatenedwithaprisonsentence,whichfact,
shewellknew,wouldmakehimdesperate. Ifanyprisonwalls
wereabletoholdhim,hewouldcomeforthfromthetimeof
hissentenceathoroughlyterriblecriminal.Oliver, shenow
felt,wasperilouslyneartofollowinginthesamepathway・And
standinginthedoorway,watchinghimdisappear,shemadeup
hermindthatshewouldgatherallofherstrength, andshe
wouldkeepOliversafe・AndiftherewereanyChoicetobe
madebetweenSteveandOliver, sheknewthatheryounger

brotherwas thebetterandthestrongerman・Himshemust
save・EvenifitmeanttheneceSsityofthrowingpoorSteve

away!

But、 ah, howsavagelyshewished, now, thatoneof the
Tuckerbrothershadbeenabletoshootalittlequickerand

straighterandsohaveputanendtotheformidableyouth
whohadjustcrossedherpathlikeashadow!
Butifshethoughtthathernotewoulddennitelyturnback

DavidApperley,shewasgreatlymistaken.
Hereadthe littleletterandbloodrushedhotlyintohis
head,andhecouldfeelanachingPulsemhisthroat.
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Thenhesatdownbythewindowwherethewindcould
gettohisfaceandcoolhimalittle・Therehestrovetothink

thematterout.Andyetthemorehethoughtofit, themore
tangleditseemedtobecome・Fortherewasnodoubtthatshe
hadintendpdtoUsehimastheinstrumentwhichmightsoften
thefateofherbrother・Certainlythatwasathingwhichhe
mighthaveaccomplishedasnoothermancouldmavedone.
Peyon""WhgtmOtivecouldhaveinfiuencedhertochange
hermind？DidshethinkthatStevewasabouttobefreed？
TlleyQllnglaWerlookedacrossthestreetatthesquat, im-

pressiVp.Iinegofthelittlejail,withtheheavybarsamidCioss-
barswhichclosedinitswindows.

FinaUyheSaidtohimselfthatitwasverydoubtful ifshe
believedinajailbreakforthesakeofStev6.Thenwhatre-
mamedthatcouldhavemadeherchangeherplans？Whatwas
theremtheworldthatsheheldmoredeartlianherbrother's
safety？

｡GSOmethingverystrangehashappened1'' saidhetohimself.
S#aightwayheWentacrossfothecourttoopenthepro-

ceedings･againstSteveGrange.
Forthiswasthescheduledfirstdayofthetrial, anditwas

tobespentin･selectingthejurymen.Againsthim,therewasa
stollt, fiorid-facefiattorneywithawindyeloqueilceandpat-
entlyaverysmallknowledgeofthelaw・Hewasapttospring

①

tohisfegandbawloutaloudobjectionatthesligiitestpfovdZ
catiop:Heseemedmorebentuponimpressingtlibcouftroom
and.hisClientwitPhistalentandhisstrengtmofthroatthanJ

upondirectinghisenergiesatthejudge.
David,quietlytakingthemeasureoftheother, feltthathe
wasdennitelythemaster・Hisownvoicegrewquieterand
quieter;hisownobjectionsandremarksbeCame~fewergn(1

fewer.Presentlyhehadcreated;theatmospherethathereany
carednotatallwhatjurymenwereselectedforthiscase-s6
longaSthejurywasselectedquickly. Itmadeanimpression
Onthejudge,onthejurymenastheyweregathered,and､above
all, itmadeanimpressionuponthespectators.Andbehind
DavidApperley,everobscurelytobeseenamongtheshadows
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ofa.comer,wasyoungSingleJackDeemswiththewolfdog
crouchedathisfeet.

So, thatday, thejurywasselected, andnearlyeveryman
onit,Davidfelt,waswillingtolistentohimtentimesaS
readilVas totheotherattorney.HealmOstfeltatwingeof
remorsetothinkthatpoorHesterGrangewasspendingher
mOneVonsuchafellow!However,hehadagrimsatisfactiOn
inshOwingherthathewasthemasterofthesituation1NoW
letherregretthatshehadchangedthatevening'sappointment!

SothoUghtDavidApperley, inthebrightnessoftheday2
andhereaChedtheeveningwithasenseofstrengthandof
triumph・But themoment that theshadowsgathered, there
wasachange, andhetoldhimselfthat itwouldhavebeen
betterifhehadmademoreinquiries.Hehardlyknewwhat
couldhavecausedHester tochangehermind, butas the

eveninggatheredtherewasameltingofhisheart, andthe
comingof thestarsmadehimrememberwithasweetand
ghostlyclearnessthesmileandthebeautyofHesterGrange.
Supposethatheweretosaunterdownpastherhouse-there
wouldbenOthingwrong inthat-andifheshouldseeher
onthelawnandenterintoabitofaconversationwithher-

Asheturnedthecornerofthestreet, fullofthismusing,

heheardalight,quickstepbeforeh血一andtherehestood
facetofacewithHesterherself.

●

19． Deserued!

Youmaybesurethathecolored;youmaybesurethatshe
herselftumedalittlepale,butshewouldhavegoneonwitha
smileandanod,hadhenotturnedsuddenlyuponherand
said:

6GYoumustn'tgobynkethis!''
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Shelingered.Hecouldseethatshedidnotwishtoremain
nearhim, theknowledgeirritatedandbewilderedhim. She
whohadbeensoclmging, sohelPless,sofunoffaithmhhn
thatmommg! 、
｡cYou'Uhavetotellmewhat'shappened!''saidhe. @GYou've

hadtroubleofsomekind-andyouchangedyOurmindabout
talkingoveryourafairswithmethisevening?"
GG1-'' shebegan・Andthenshesaid: GGIcan'texplain、 1'm

sorry,butIcan',texplain!''andshecomdnothelprushingon
tosay: $GButoh,believeme! Ineverneededtotalktovou
morethanldonow!''

66Thentalk,child, talk1''saidhe.

GGIcannot! I'vetalkedtoomuch,already1''
.6YoIJ?InthenameofHeaven,whathaveyousaid?''
CGHedoesn'twantmetota止toyoUataU!'' shebreathed,

andhumedof．

Heturnedaboutandstaredafterherinutterbewilderment.

Whodaredtoforbidher ,totalkwithhim？Whomadeit

pernousforhertohaveanyconversationwithhim？
Hefonowedthedirectionmwhichherglancehadtraveled
whenshesaidthatshedarednotstaytotalkanylonger,and
athrsthecouldseenothingexcepttheshadowsbeneatha

longsweepofcottonwoodtreesdownthestreet.Butthen,
amongtheshadows,hesawsomethmgelse-thebarelyper-
ceptibleformsofthewolfdog, andofyoungSingleJack
Deems_

Rageandastomshmentstormedwndlyintohisbrain.Could

SingleJackhavedaredtospeaktothisgirl？Daredtoforbid
hertotalkwithhim-withDavidApperley？

Healmostrantothespotwherethepairwereloitering.
GGDeems!''

65Yes?'' saidthemildvoice.

GCDeems,haveyoubeentalkmgwithMissGrange?''
Therewasabitofhesitation,andthen: @GDidshesayso?''

G4NotdirecUy.No!ButIwasgiventounderstandthatit
wasnotpleasingtoyouifItalkedwithher.'IwasgiVento
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understandthatyouyourself letherdrawthatdeduction!
Deems, isthereanythinginit?''
Therewasnoanswer.

･ $$Isay,man1''exclaimedthelawyer."Isthereanythinginit?''
Stilltherewasnoresponse.

SuddenlythebeautifulfaceofHeSter,伽shedandsadand
appealingasithadbeenthatsamemorning,crossedthevision
ofDavidApperley, andfuryrushedfromhisbraintohis
heart.Thiswasthefellowwhodaredtostandbetweenhim
gmdthatdearestofwomen.

G.Deems,'' saidhe, "I'macalmman. I'maverycalmman.
Butlhaveneverheardofsuchintolerableinsolence-''

4GWaitamoment,''brokeinthequietvoiceofSingleJack.
G6Idon'twanttohearanymoreofthis.，，
‘‘Youdon，twanttohear？Confoundyou，Deems， areyoU

drunk?''

HebecameawarethatSingleJackhaddrawnalittlecloser

tohim, andtheghostlywolfdogstrodeclOseralso, andits
eveswereevesoffire.
彦 彦

GcI'll letyoualone． I'll letyoudie. I'llletyourot,youfooll''
saidSingleJack. GGGood-by!''
Suddenlyhewasdriftingawayfromtheshadowsagain,with

Comancheskulkingathisheels・Thenthedogboundedshoul-
derhighbesidehismaster, as thoughhehadbeentouChed
bytheelectric･sparkofhappiness toseeSingleJackfreed
fromhisservicework.

The lawyerwatchedthemdepartingwithagooddeal of
awe, andnowthatthebackofDeemswastumeduponhim,

hefeltasuddensenseofnakedweakness.How.greatlyDeems
hadsupportedhimthroughthefirstdays inYeoville,David

himselfhadneverguessedbefore.Buthecouldseenowwhat
ithadmeanttohavebehindhimalwaystheformidableskillof

thisstrangegunnghter, thisCraftydestroyerofmen・Ahun-

dredweaponshadbeenparalyzedbecauseSingleJacklurked
inthebackground!
Nowthatshieldwasabout tobewithdrawnfromDavid

Apperley!
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It soberedhimsocompletelythatheforgot for themo-
mentaboutHesterGrange,excepttorememberanoldmaxim,
whichdeclares "thatwomenaretherootofallevil.

Hesatforatimeinhiso髄ce, scowlingattheheapofpapers
beforehim.Thato伍cewas inachangedatmosphere,now.
Before, ithadbeensimplyaplaceofwork・Butnowitwas
likeatrap.Hehadhadenemiesfromthefirst inthistown.

Butiftheycamehere, theywouldknowthattheycamenot
onlywherehe･was,butwhereSingleJackwasalso-andthat

wasadistinctionwhichmadeagreatdiHerence.Averygreat
diferenceindeed!

Suddenlyhefeltthathehadmadesuchamistakethathe

must .takedirectstepstoundoit・Hehurriedoutintothenight
air, intendingtoseekDeems・Thenrstplacetolookwas in
thehotel.

TherehewentandaskedoftheclerkifSingleJackwere
theninhisroom.

"Deemsjustwentoffwithhisblanketroll,'' saidtheClerk.
"Ithoughtthatmaybeyouhad｡senthimaway.No?"
nleclerk'seyesnarrowed,andaglimmerofevil lightcame
intothem-hewhohadalwaysbeensofawninglypolite!No,
eventhehotelclerknolongerfeared, infact,hardlyrespected
thislawyerfromwhomtheshieldofAchilleshadbeenwith-
drawn.

Surelyneverdidamansoquicklyandsothoroughlyrepent
ahot-headedactionasdidDavidApperleyonthisoccasion.－

And, asherememberedthealmostdoglike6delitywithwhich
theotherhadwatchedoverandguardedhim,aqualmtouched
hisheartinanothermanner-anewkindofpain1
Hewentslowlybackintothestreet.

Butall thewhilehewassteelinghimselfandsquaring.his
shoulders.Afterall,hehaddoneverywellwhenhedidnot
knowhowinvaluablewastheguardianshipofyoungDeems.
Hehadgotonwellenoughdependinguponhimselfandlook-
inguponSingleJacksimplyasavastencumbrance・Hemust

returntothatstateagain!Hemustseethroughthebattletothe
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end,because,sincehewasanApperley,itmustbempossible
forhimtoretreat.

SodecidedDavidApperley, andhisstrengthwasrenewed
byhisowncourage.Andyet-ifhehadonlythoughttouse
alittlemorepatiencewithSmgleJack, toinquireintohis
motives-

Eventhatregretgrewdim, amomentlater. Somewherea
dooropenedinanearbyhouse,andadriftofgirlishlaughter
fioatedoutthroughthestillheartofthenight. Itleftatingle
ofpainandpleasureinthebreastofMr・Apperleyandsud-
denlythepictureofHesterGrangeleapedintobrightnessbe-
forehismind'seyeoncemore.

Aftera11, hadnot thatotherdecisiontowhichhehad
comebeenafairone？Itwoulddonoharmtosaunterdown

towardthecottagewhereHesterGrangelived,andifhefound
heronthelawninthecooloftheevening,afewwordswith
her-

HeturnedhisfaCethatway・Hisheartwaslighterthanever.

Hewasswingingalongwithaconndent stepwhenaman

drivingPast inabuckboardcalledout: ."Hello!Apperley?''
｡GYes, this isApperley.，，
GGI'mDunstan.'，

GGHello,Dunstan!''

Heturnedintothestreetandshooktheironh2ndofthe

oldcattleman.

GGLookhere,Apperley,what'sthegreattrouble?'' ･
6GTrouble?''

GCYes.YouandDeems.''

‘‘Ah？Nothingtotalkabout.,，
GcYouevensenthimawayfromyou,Iunderstand!''
GGIhadtolethimgo.''

Therewasamomentofsilence,andthentherancherwent
On：

sGIwonder ifyou'dlike .tospendafewdaysout atmy
ranch？Orstayaslongasyoulike1Whenyouhavetocome
totown, Icouldsendinsomeofmypunchers totakecare
ofvou.',

‐
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6℃onfoundit,Dunstan, I'mnotababy.Icantakecareof
myself! I'vesPentagoodmanyyearshunting. Iknowarifie.
Icanhandlearevolver, too, andifanyofthemenmthis
tOWnthinkthatl'mafraidtoshowmyfacewithoutagun
nghterbehindme, they'remistaken,andI'UproveittotlIem
withbullets,iflhaveto!''

dCThere, there1''murmuredDunstan. 4GNoonedoubtsyour
nerve・Theyallknowthatyou'reanApperley.AndtheyaU
knowthestuff､thatyourbrotherismadeof.Only-don'tyou
wanttothinkoverwhatlsay?''
GGIcan'tdoit・ I'dbeagh9med-''

"Betterbealittlebitashamedthanagreatdealdead,Apper-
lev!''

GGPerhaps, butnot forme. Besides,- I'mnot afraid! I'm
readyfor,them.''

$GAh,man-well,you'reyourownbest judge・Butlwant
youtokeepupyourgoodworkinthis town.Goodnight,
then.''

GGThankyouforyourkindness,Dunstan.Goodnight!''
Thebuckboardrolledoifthroughthenight.
Mr.Apperleylookedafteritforamoment,frowninginthe

greatest indecision．Heglancedoverhisshoulder.Henever
hadlookedbackintheotherdays, forhecouldalwaysmake

sure thathisbackwouldbeguarded・Nowhewasdefenseless
fromtherear.

20. SInodressTalks toHisHenchnnen

Inthemeantime, thenewsfiewbymagictotheearsofthe

fatbossofYeoville.AndbigShodresscouldhardlybelievein

tidingssopleasant・Buthewastednotime. Inthebackrooms
ofhishotel,busywithcards andbadwhiskey､herewere
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suretobeafewroughfellowsatallhoursofthedayandmost
ofthehoursOfthenight・Hewent intothat sectionofhis
domain,now,andglancedoverthewreckageofthegambling
room.Wreckagewastheonlywordforit･Onceamonth, if
notoftener, thatroomwasthesceneofafree-for-all6ghtin
whichchairsweretossedaboutpromiscuouslyandgunsblazed.
Thisoccurredwhensomememberof thepartyhadbeen

caughtinamanipulationofthecards,notaltogetherunques-
tionable.ForsometimeShodresshadattemptedtomaintam

thegoodconditionofhisgameroominspiteofthesedomestic
wars,butthecostwastoogreat.Hestartedtorepairthedam-

agewithbailingwireandrope.Sotheplacewashllednow
withtied-togetherchairsandtableswhichleanedonrickety
legsasthoughanxioustofallfOrthehundredthtimetothe
noor.

Therewerehalfadozenmennowintheroom,,threeof

themplayingpenny-antepoker, andthreesittinggloomily
lookingon.Theprofessional eyeofMr. Shodresstoldhim
instantlythatthethreewholookedonwereinactivemerely
becausetheywerebroke・Hescannedthemwithinquiringeyes.
Heneverforgotfaces,andthesewerewellknowntohim.
TheVwerethreeweather-beatenwildoneswhohadmade

variouspartsoftheglobetoohottoholdthem, sothatat

last, 1ikewaspsdrivenbyhotsmoke, theywereforcedinto
theoneremaininghavenofquietwheretheirvirtueswouldbe
appreciatedmorethananywhereelseandwheretheirvices
wouldbeinstantlyforgiven.

Inaword, theyhadcometoYeoviUe, andthereinstantly
theyhadcomeintotheserviceofitslord,thefat, andclever,
andmonstrouslyrichAlexanderShodress.And,sincethework

thatwas tobedoneforhimwasahnostinanitelygreat, so
alsowashisneedofmen.

Heemployedthematonce,invariousways･DanMcGruder,
withhis redfacecoveredwithblondbristles･ofunshaven

beard,hisblueeyespoppingout, andwithhisbuckteeth

pushingbackhislipsmacontinualunconscioussmile,had
beendispatchedforthwithuponthetrailofapairofMexican

lOO



SHODRESSTALKSTOHISHENCHn圧EN

ruifianswho, adayorsobefore,hadraidedtheplaceofa
shepherdintheemployofthegreatShodress.Thedark,greasy
fellow,LeftyMandell,hadthesimplertaskofhuntingdown

acardshaIperwhohadjustpassedthroughYeoville,collected

somemoneybynefarioustricks,andriddenhastilyoutagain.
ThethirdmanwasHankWestover,averylong,thmman,with
greatjointsandthinshanks・Hehadbeenaddedtoaposseof
cowhunterswhichwasabouttovoyageawaythroughthehills

insearchofcattle,preferablythecowsofAndrewApperley.
All threehadacquittedthemselvesadmirablyat thevery

iirst essay・Whentheposseofrustlerswas sumrisedinthe
midstofitsworkbyayelling,charging, ragingbandofAp-
perley'sindignantcowpunchers,HankWestoverhaddropped
totherear,seekingordersfromnoonebuthisownintelligence.
Takingshelterbehindsomerockswhichcrownedtheragged
topofahill,hehadsentabulletthroughtheshoulderofthe
leaderofthecowpunchers,andthereafterhefoughtwithsuch
acleverandfast-shootingrear-guardactionthatthepunchers
werefoiledandbeatenoffwiththecostofanotherwounded

man・whileWestoverleisurelyrodeawaythroughthehillsand
rejoinedhiscomrades.

LeftyMandell followedatwistingtrail for iivedaysand
foundthegambleratworkinavalleytown.Leftywatched
thefellowcleanthepocketsofthecrowdaroundhiscrooked
farolayout・ThenLeftystuckhimupinthequietofaback
alleyandtookaWayfromhimallhismoney,hisguns, and
hisfarolayout.Then, takingthecrookedgambler'shorsefor
afullmeasureofrevenge,hegallopedawayandcarriedhis

Spoil tohisnewmaster,withoutattemptingtostealasingle
pennyofthesumwhichwasinhispossession.
ToDanMcGruderhadbeenassignedthemostterribletask
ofall.HewentaftertheMexicans, foundahot trail, andat

theendoftheSecondday,herusheddownandcollaredthem

both･Buttheyshowedfight・Hekilledone･butwashimself
twicewounded.

Hecrawledawayintothehills, nursedhisownwounds
backtohealth, andoncemoredauntlesslytookupthelong-
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coldtrail・ButheknewthathehadcrippledtheMexicanal-

mostasbadlyashehimselfhadbeendonefor・Foramonth

hewanderedsouth, followingidlehints intheplaceofreal,

tangibleclues,untilatlength,followinghisownnose,herode
straightuptothemanhewanted.TheMexicanwasseatedin
thedoorofahouse, intheMexicanhalfofalittlecowtown.

Thegunsspokeonewordoneitherside.TheMexicanleaned

outfromthedoorsillanddroppedfull lengthandfacedown

inthethick,velvetydust,andMr,McGruder,havingwatched

thesmokeHoatoffuptotheheavens,turnedbackonthehome
trail,veryworthilypleasedwithhimself.

Thesewerethethreechosenspiritswhowerewatchingthe
progressofthegameofpenny-antewhenMr・Shodressentered

thegameroom.Hecalledthemawayandtalkedtotheminan

emptycOrnerofthebarrOom,overglassesofred,evilwhiskey.
CIBoys,''hesaid, "I'vegotonhandaneasyjob.SingleJaCk

hasquithisjob.YoUknowthat?''

'Iheynodded.

G6Thenthetrackiscleared・Yougoandget thatpuppy,
DavidApperley.''

WestoverandLeftyMandellpushedbacktheirchairswith

grunts, tossedofftherestoftheirwhiskey, andstoodupat
once.ButDanMcGruder,hisbuckteethbaredandhis lips
grinningevenalittlemorethanusual, shookhisheadwith
vlgor･

GcWhat's thematter,Dan?'' askedWestover． G･CYouain't

afraidofthattenderfoot,areyou?''

Danhadestablishedhisownreputeforvalorsoveryclearly
!thathedidnotevenchoosetodenythissuggestion.Buthesaid
withemphasis:

"Most jobs,Idon'tmind,butldon'twantnonewspaper
workinmine!'' 鼻

GGWhatdoyoumeanbynewspaperwork?'' askedShodress.
GCImeanthesortofstuffthatgetsamanintotheheadlines.

Idon'tmindgoingafterthescalpofagreaseroranlndian.
Youknowthat.AndI'lltakeanycardcrookorgun6ghter
thathasawhiteskin, too1Buttohitthetranafteradecent
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gent,andafellowthatstandsforlawandorder,andthatain't

donenothinglow-downandmean-whythat'sdifferent・ I
maybeagunnghter,butl'mnotanymurderer!''
Thisspeechwasmadewithsuchviolentearnestnessthat

thetwocompanionsofthegunnghterstaredwidelyandad-
miringlyathim.ThenHankWestover'sAdam'Sapplerose
andfell inmuchagitationwhileathoughtworkedintohis
bullethead.

d@Nowblamemeifyouain'tright,''declaimedHank. GGWhen
agentgetsmixedupwithakillingthatbringsoutthereporters
asthickasbeesafterhoney, thenit'sabouttimeforhimto

wearaloosecollar,becauseitain'tgonnabelongbeforehis
neckwillbestretChed1''

Mr. Shodresslistenedtothistalkwithagreatdealmore
emotionthanhecaredtoshow, andhisbright, rattyeyes
Hickedbackandforthfromfacetoface.TheVwerehissu-

プ

periorsindownrighthonesty,buthefeltthathewoulden-
slavethemstUlbyhissuperiorcunning･Hesaid: @6Boys,you
thinkthatthisDavidApperleyisasquareshooter?''
6CHeis,''answeredDanMcGruderwithouthesitation． 6GI've

seenthatgent.He'sgotacleaneye.Helooksrightdownto
yourbackbone, andnomistake.He'skindofupandlofty,
buthemeanSwell・Andhe'sgotasquareshooterforabrother,
too1''

IfAndrewApperleyhadbeentheretohearthistributeto
hisbrother,hewouldhavebeenagladman, indeed.
C$I'llaskyouthis,'' snappedShodress. $6DoyouknowSteve

Grange?''

GGSure,IknowSteve.Him'andmehaverodeagoodmany
trails together.He'sahnelad, thatSteve.Wildasatiger,
though.，，

CGYes,'' saidShodress, !lwildandmeanandorneryandlow-
downiswhattheysaySteveis!''
@6Dothey?''exclaimedDanMcGruder,hisdangeroussmile

increasinginwidth･whilehisPrommentteethglistened. ｡Td
liketocatchholdoftheratthatdaredtopassremarks like
thataboutmybunkie・Thereain'tnomorepoisoninSteve
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thanthereisinmushandmilk.He'dgiveyOutheshirtoffhis
back,andhe'dnghttillhediedforanymanthatheliked.''
$GWaitaminute," interruptedShodress. :6Youcan'tmean
whatyousay.You'rewrongaboutoneofthetwothings・Be- @

causeyousaythatbothApperleyandSteveGrangeishne
fellows.But theycan'tbe,becauseApperleyistryingtoput
yourbunkiemprison・matain'taU.Inprison,SteveGrange
isgonnagocrazy. 1t'sallthattheycandonowtokeephim
fromtearinghiswaythroughthewallsofthejan,hehates

beinglockedupsobad・Andwhentheytrytotakehimto
apenitentiary, there'llbethedeviltopay・ Isthatright?''
Mr.McGruderwassilencedbythiscrosshre,whereatShod-

resscleverlytookhiminreversewiththefollowingremark:
GCAndwillApperleyeverrestuntilhe'sputhismanbehind
thebars？No，youdon，tknowhimifyouthinkthathewill1
He'snkeabuUdog,whenitcomestofreezmgtohishold,
andhe'snevergoingtostopuntilhe'SgotpoorSteveinstripes.
Andthat'sthesameasshootingStevethroughthehead.You
know#hat・He'Ⅱ且ghthiswayclear,orhe'ndietrying!''
DanMcGruderacknowledgedthetruthofthisbysaying,as

herosetohisfeet, GGShodress, Ineverseenthetruthofthis

untilyouexplainedittoussoclear,justnow・Andl'mobliged
toyou.I'11gonndApperleymyself!''

"Boys,"criedAlecShodress,delighted, $$youam'tgoingto
beforgottenforthis job.Andif itmakestalk, I'11 seethat

you'retakencareof!Atleast, therewon'tbeanyApperley
toprosecuteyouinthecourtandbuHalothatfoolofaiudge1
I'vegotnvehundreddollarsreadyforeachofyoutheminute
thatyoucomebackandtellmethattheworkisdone!''

Fivehundreddollars-morethanayear'swages, forthe
sakeofamoment，sexerciseofthetriggernnger？LeftyMan-
dellandWestovergrinnedwithpleasure,butDanMcGruder

answeredahnostsadly: $GIdunnothatl'minthisgameuntil
I'vetalkedwithyoungApperley・Andifl'minit, it'snotfor
coin.IfItookapenny,I'dbeamurderer.ButiflshootApper-
ley, it'IIbebecausel'mthefriendofSteveGrange!''
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G@I'11 remember that," saidShodress,withrespect inhis
manner.;GAndI'llseethatStevehearswhatyou'vesaid!''

21. Death9sMessengers

Nomancantellwhatwouldhaveliappenedhadnotthe
threebeenledbythesingularlyunemnginstinctofMr.Dan
McGruder・Itcarriedhimstraightacrossfromthefrontofthe

hotel,andqOwnthemainstreet,andthendippedhimthrough
anarrowalleyandsoontothecrooked,windinglanewhiCh
skirtedtheedgeofYeoville，AndComingdownthatwinding
Way,nowahundredfeetfromtheedgeoftheGrangegardenj
thethreesuddenlyencounteredMr.DavidApperley.
CG1t'shim!''croakedHankWestover． GGI'vegothim,boys1''
ButthelighminghandofMr･DanMcGruderreachedout

andbeatdownthegunhandofhisCompanion.
4GWe'regonnatalktohimhrst,''saidhe． C6Thisain'tnomur-

derparty,Hank.''

HankWestoversnarled. 6GTherewasneveranygoodintalk-
ingnrstandshootingafterwards!''hesaid.
Perhapstherewasaprofoundtruthburiedbehindthewords

ofHankWestover,butMcGruderdidnotpausetoconsider.
DavidApperley,havingseenailashofsteelthroughtheeve-
ninglight-ailashwhichherightlyguessedtohavebeena
drawngun-hadpausedinhiswalk,andnowheawaitedde-

velopments,hisrighthandrestmgsignincantlyuponhiship.
TohimwentMcGruder.

cCApperley,'' saidhe, 5cmynameisDanMcGruder・ Iwant
totalktoyouaminuteaboutabunkieofmine･Imeanabout

SteveGrange.''

GGWhathaveyoutosay,''askedDaVidApperley,castmga
■
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keenglanceinthedirectionofthetwowhoremainedinthe
baCkground.
66Don'tyoubotheraboutthem,''saidDan. GfTheyam'tgonna
doyounoharm・ I'mheretotalkthingSoverwithyoupeace-
able、 nrst!''

Theremighthavebeenagooddealofgloomymeaningat-
tributedtothisspeech,andDavidfeltthathesawthroughitat
aglance・Healsofeltthathistimetodiehadprobablycome
tohim・But thoughheturnedverywhite, andthoughlifeat
thatmoment-particularlysonear tothefragranceof the
Grangegarden-seemedpeculiarlysweettohim,stillhenever
thoughtofretreating, orofchanginghisattitudetooneof
Conciliation.

G6ICanlistentoVouforamoment,McGruder,'' saidhe． Gcl

supposethatShodresssentyou?''
dGI'mtalkingformyself, andfornobodyelse.''
GGI'llgiveyouthiswarning,McGruder・ Iknowthatyou've
comeaftermebecauseSingleJackisnolongerwithme.You
fellowsthinkthatl'mhelplesswithagIm・Well,1'mnot・So
muchforthat.Nowwhathaveyoutosay?''

YouwillseethatthespeechesofDavidwerefarfromgentle,
butMcGruderdidnottakethemamiss・Heknewthatthiswas

averybravemanwhosebackwasagainstawall,andforhis
part,hewasfilledwithnothingbutadmirationforthelawyer.
Hecouldnothelpsaying: GCThis isatightsqueezeforyou,

old-timer. I likethewaythatyou'resassingusback.But l
want totellyouthatlain't thinkingaboutSinJeJack. If
hewaswithyou, it'dmakenodifference;I'dsayexactlywhat
I'mgonnasaynow・ Ilikeyou,Apperley、 1'mforyou・Yougot
nerve, andthat'swhatcounts inthischunkofthecountry.

Butyou'rehoundmgabunkieofmmetodeath. ImeanSteve
Grange!''

GGSteveGrange1''echoedMr･Apperley,andcouldnothelp
glancingtothecottage． GGDidshesendyouafterme,too?''
CGYoumeanHester?'' askedtheother,withinstant appre-

hension.CGNo.Iain'tanymessengerforagir1．1'mtellingyou
that I'verodetranandroderangewithSteveGrange, and
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thathe'sallright・I'mgivingyouthattestimonyoutsideofthe
court.''

Themindofthelawyercouldnothelpsiftmgthisevidence
andtryingtonndoutwhatitwasworth.

GGYoutellmewhatyouknowaboutGrange.ItellyouwhatI
know:whichissimplythataherdofcattlebelOngingtoAn-
drewApperleywerecutoutanddrivenawaybythisman
whenhewas surprisedbynvemenandsurrounded･Even

againstoddslikethat,hestartedtonghtback-''
G6Aye,"saidtheothermaringingvoice, &5thereain'tany

yellowinoldSteve!''

GGLikeadesperado,hefoughtwithperfectrecklessness,re-
gardlessofhisownlifeandthelivesoftheothermen.One

ofhisbulletswentthroughthehatofapuncher; another
clippedaholethroughthesideofaman'scoat,andnodoubt
thethirdbulletwouldhavebroughtdownavictim.Butjust
thenhisshootingwas interruptedbyaslugthatstruckhim
aglancingblowontheheadandknockedhimtotheground.
ThatistheonlyreasonwehaveSteveGrangebeforehehad
committedamurderortwo!Forallofthesereasons, and
partly,also,becauseweknowthathe'salwaysbeenaproud,
careless,free-swinging,gun-nghtingcowboy,readyforanght,
andneververyreadyforwork--，，

G;That'swrong,'' saidtheother,breakingmatOnce. @Tve
workedsidebysidewithSteve.Nobodyatacampcouldever
callhimlazy･He'UdohisshareofrangeridinginFebruaryx
throughthesnow,andheneverquitmAugustbecauseitwas
hot.Heain'tawelsher, anywaythatyoulookat it! I've
bunkedbesidehim.I'verodetranbesidebim_Therewasnever
asquarershooterintheworld.，，

GGInaway,'' saidDavid, @6Ithinkthatyoumayberight.
HeavenKnowsthatlhaven'ttheslightestfeelmgofmalice
againsthim.He'sabravefeUow,and, inhisownway,honest.
But-hestealscattle, andhetriestokillpeoplewhowantto
stopthesteanng.There'sonlyoneanswertothat-thepeni-
tentiary!''

Therewasalittlepause.Thewind, stealmgsoftlyupthe
lO'7
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street, rolledosmallcolumnofdusthy,barelyseeni9!llC
mingledstarlight anddusk・ Itwas likethe formandthe
whiSPerofaPassingghost,andDavidkneWthathewasnear
totheendofhisdays!

G6Igotthistosay,''respondedMr・McGruder. 4CIain'tahead
forfiilcyarguingandthinkingthingsover.Butlgptt9say
thataffienjis5friend, andlwouldn'tgiveanythingfora
friendthatwasn't readytostandbymeforever.Takeyou,、
Apperley， Ilikeyou・You'restraight.You'reaman・尋Gimme
hilfachance, andl'dbewillingtotalkforyoujusttheway
thatl'dtalkforSteve.Butlsay: Steveismyfriend. Iask
youwillyoupleaselethimoffofthisbadjobthathe'sgot
ilto?BecAuse~ifyouherdhimintoprison,he'11gomad!"
Therewasagreatdealofmovingemotionbehindthevoice
ofDanMcGruder, andhisbuckteethglistenedashis lips
grinnedbackfromthem.Sovastwashiseamestness!
CGThere'snothingthatlcando,'' saidDavidApperley． GGHe

deservesthebars,andhe'sgoingbehindthem!''

G8Apperley,youmustchangeyourmind!''
GCIcan't,McGruder・That'shnal.，’
Astrong, full,high-pitchedwoman'svoicebrokeintosong

that swelledupthroughtheduskfromtheGrangecottage.
ItwasHestersinginginhergarden,anditstruckDavidApper-
leyasamoststrangethingthatthewomanhelovedshould
besingingsogaylyandsoneartohimwhenhewasaboutto
die.

For inthegrimfaceofthemanbeforehim, andinthe
suddenedgingcloserof theothertwo,hesawthatthelast
momentwasathand.Hewonderedathimself, forfeelingno
morefearthanhedid.Hisbrainwasclear,crystalclear,andhe

felt thathecouldlookdeep, deepinthesecretsofmmself
andofothers.

Hesawhimselfandtherigidityofhis ideas, andhow
muchoflifehehadmissed,havingfailedtoknowthatthere

isnothingreallyworthwhileexcePt theworkwhichaman
cando・Howshallowhadbeenhis insight intoothermen,

especiallyintothatgrave,kindbrotherofhis,whomhehad
Io8
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treatedsolightly･TherewasanothermanaboutwhomhehRd

madeamistake,andthatwasSingleJack.Justhowgreatthe
mistakewas,hedidnotknow.JustwhatsortofamanDeems

mightbe,hecouldnotguess.Butthesuddenperninwhich
theiiightofDeemshadplacedhim,madehimrealizehow

vastapowerhadbeeninhisemploywhenDeemswaswith
him.

nnerewasonlyasecondforsuchthoughts.
Thenahorsemanturnedsharplymtothewindingstreet
andswungtowardthematafullganop.
GGDan!'' sangoutHankWestover.
GcWell?''

GGThere'ssomeonecoming.''
GGLethimcome. 1'mbusy.''

GdDan,Ithinkit's-Ithinkthatit'sSmgleJack!''
G6What?''

DanMcGrudercastahastyandfrightenedglanceoverhis
shoulderinthedirectionoftheapProachinghorseman.
Theroadwastooshadowyforthemtomakehimoutclearly.
Itcouldonlybeseenthathewasridingmgreathaste.
GGWestover!Mandell!Whoisit?''

GGAw,Idunno,butitmightbehim.Finishof,McGruder!''
CCApperley,''saidMcGruder, savagewithhaste, .Ghere'syour

lastchancetochangeyourmmd1''
6GI'llneverdothat!''

GG1t'sSingleJack1''chimedinWestover． GGIcanseethewolf

dog!He'scomingfast!''
Foranswer,arevolverglitteredinthehandofDanMc-

Gruder.DavidApperleywhippedouthisowngunwithsuch
anexplosionofnervousenergythatheactuallygotofthe
hrst shot.However, it flewwild, andbeforehecouldshoot
again,hefeltashockandasenseofnumbnessinhisbreast.

Hisbalancegrewunsteady. 'ITlentwoweaponsboomedin
thehandsofthepairathis side, andDavidApperleywas
strucktotheearth.

Hoofsrushedupandseemedabouttotramplehim・Butthey
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werecheckedjustshortofthesPotwherehelay,andtheclear,
cuttingvOiceofSingleJackwasinhisear.
"Whodidit?Apperley!It'sDeems!Whodidit?''
GGMcGruder,Westover,Mandell,'' answeredtheyounglaw-

yerslowly． GGIheardalltheirnamesdistinctly.''
"McGfuder,Westover,Manden. I'llremember.Where'sthe

pain?''
c4They'vefinishedme,astheysaidtheywould・They'veshot
methreetimes throughthebody, SingleJack, andanyone
ofthebulletswouldaccountforme!Ineedaministerrather
thanadoctor.Getmeone!''

0$We'll seeaboutamimsterafterwards･Wewantlightfor

you, thefirstthing1''
Hewasaslenderfellow, thisSingleJack, andyethewas

abletostoopandliftthebodyof thelawyerlightlyinhis
arms; andhehalfranwithhiswoundedmandownthestreet
andintothenearesthouse-whichwas thehouseofHester

Grange.Shecamerunningintothehall.
"I'Vebroilghtyouyourmurderedman,'' SaidSmgleJack.

少曳 DeennsandtheLaw

TheylaidhimonHester'sownbed, andwhilehershrill
voicesentyoungOliverracingawayfor thedoctor, Single
JackrippedawaytheclothesfromtheupperpartofDavid's
bodyandlaidbarethreewounds.
Trembling,Hestercameinwithhotwatermabasin.Deems

"raisedhisdarkfaceandlookedacrossthebodyofthewounded

manwithameaningglance・Thegirlgrewfromaredtosud-
denwhite.

GCDoyouthinkthatlplannedthisterriblething?''sheasked
him.
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GGIdon'tthink,'' saidtheother． G6Buthe'sadyingman・And
lleWasmObbedbythreeofShodress' crooksfiglilunderthe
shadowofyourhouse・Andassoonashe'sdead,Istartout
tocollectpaymentforhim･Andlbegmwiththemenofthe
houSe!''

Hewasbusilywashingthewoundsashespoke; thenthe
d9ctorenteredandtookthecaseintohisprof6ssioilalhands.
Theyassistedhim，movinghastilyashebarkedroughorders･
Hewasprobingthewounds.

GGTwocleanthroughhim－twocleanthrough!'' saidthe
｣doctor."Andhereis=''

WurnOdthebodyofthesenselesslawyeronitsface,made
4shallgl"igcisionintheback,andremofedabig,misShapen
slugoflead.

ThenthebandagingofthosewoundscommencedWitha
swift, roughhand.

, ::JIgwilljiye?_Hewill live?"breathedHesterGrange.
‘‘GGIsheafriendofvours?''
G6No．”

G6Well,.then,itwon'|tmakesomuchdifferencetovou・He'11
giegloggabout threeorfour inthemorning,m6st likely.ご
That'sthetimewhentheendurancesags・He'smaybegotone
chancg"ahundredtolasttillthesunComesup-Heio1Are
youoff?''

SingleJackpausedinthedoorway.
"Ihqye_business,iisaidhe.ThentoHester, GIwanttospeak

toyoubeforelgo.，，
HesterGrangecamehastilyuptohim.

‘‘Iknowwhatyouwanttosay,，， saidshe， tremblingvio‐
lently. "Butldidn'thaveathingtodowithit!Never! IVever!
poyouthinkthatlwpuldstapjbyandseethemmakeatrap
foraman-threeagamstone?''

ThelipsofMr.Deemstwistedsuddenlyandviolent1v.
CcHowyoulie!'' Saidhe． $GSoeasily!Youcouldmurdera

ご

manoqgminUieandsmileathismotherthenext.Itellyou,
1'mcoldeblooded, andl'veknownsomeoftheworstofthe

worldinthatway,butyoUgoinaclassbyyourself,withyour
lll
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babyfaceandyourwickednessalllockedupbehindyourpretty彦

eVeS・Youbaby,blue‐eyeddevil!Whatagoodthingitwould
bbfortheworldiflsentaslugthroughyourbrainandstopped
ittickingouttroubleformoremen!''
HesPbkethesethingswithdeliberatecoolness,butshecQUld

seethafhewasshakenwithaterriblepassion.Asortofwhite
insanitylivedinhis face, andmadehis eyes sCemdarKeI
andbiggerthanever・Buttheyhadatlastbecomelighted,and
withsuchafireasshehopednevertoseeagain.
Shecouldnotspeaktohim・ Shecouldonlywatch, com-

pletelyenchantedbyterror.ゾ

"I'festooduptosomecleverones,butittookyoutoPeat
me、 tiemyhands,makeafoolofme,'' saidSingleJack． GG1'm

‐

goingout~nowtoget thethreedogs thatpulledhimdown:
Eut5fterlget 'em, I'mgoingtocomebacktothistOWPand
findyourbfbtherOliver.MaybeStevewillbeoutofjail, tqo,
now~thatyou'vegotApperleyoffthejobofprosecutinglhe
case・ Inthatcase, I'1lhavebothof'embeforeme． I'mtelling
voubeforehand・Iwantyoutohavesomethingtolookforward
ご

tO・Andeverydayyoucanpraythatthere'llbeanendtome.
Buttherewon'tbeanend． I'mcomingbackherelikepoison
tofinishmyjob!"
Heturnedonhisheelandhurriedfrorntheplace,butnot

straightfromthetown.
Hewentfirsttothehotel.Ashecamethroughthedoorway,

awhisperwentfarandwideontheveranda,andspedthrough
thebuilding. SingleJackhadreturned, andSingleJackina
mostsingularmood.Therewasnotavestigeofcolor inhis
face.Lookingat it,youwouldhavethoughtthatallofthe
bloodhadbeendrainedfromhisbody.

Hewentstraightacrossthelobbyandsatdownatthetable
wheresomecheapstationerywasalwaysavailable.
Justoverthetable, againstthewall, therewasalong,nar-

rowmirror.Fromonecorner, throughwhicharifiebullethad

clippedlongago,anumberofcracksspreadacrossthefaceof
theglass・Butneverthelesstherewasawiderefiectionwhich
wascapableofshowmgmostofwhathappenedintheroom
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behindhim.Besides, thewolfdogstoodguardat theback
ofhismaster,andwatchedall thatpassedwitharestlesseye.
Sothoughmanymenpassedbackandforthacrdsstheroom,
andthoughperhapsallofthemweregreatlytemptedtotry
fornameandfamebytakingashotat theslenderyouth
whosebackwasturned,yetnoonehadquitesuificientdaring
tomaketheattempt.
SmgleJackwaswritmg.

DearMr.Apperley:YourbrotherDavidhasjustbeen
shotdownbythreeofShodresgmen.Thedoctorsavsthat
hecannotlivetillthemorning.HewouldneverhaVebeen

touchediflcouldhavestayedwithhim・ Itwasmyfault
thathewentdown.

Shodress, likeacur,whenhefoundthathecouldn't

bealuswithmen,9otawoman.HehadHesterGrange
workonyourbrotheruntilhelosthiswitsabouther・ I
threatenedherandmadeherpromisetoseehimnomore.
Butwhenhegotwindofthefactthatlwasbehindthe

thing,hewasveryangrywithme・Wehadsomewords,
andl.lefthim.

、

WhenlgotoutontheroadamilefromYeoville,Ire-
memberedthatIhadgivenyouapromise, andthatI'd
takenComancheasadvancepaymentformycontract,
anjthatl'dquitmyjobwithoutanynoticetoyou1
Itumedaroundandrodebackintotownasfastasl
couldcome,andjustintimetoseethreemenshootdown
afourth・ThefourthwasDavid.

ItookhimintotheGrangehouse-yousee,hehad
startedbacktowarditassoonaslleft,andhehadwalked
mtoatrapwhichthathendofagirlhadlaidforhim. 、
Ofall thedevils intheworld,manorwOman, she's

themostcomPlete!
McGruder,Westover, andMandellarethenamesof

thethreewhokilledDavid. I'moffontheirtrail,now.
I'monlygoingtowaittOtakeashotatShodress.Then1'm
away・ I'vetriedtogostraight,outhere･ I'vewalkeda
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line,andnowlseethatit'snogood.Thethingformeto
doistoplaymyownhand,andlamgoingtoplantat
leastonerowinthecemeterytomakethempayforyour
brother'sdeath.

There'snothingmoreformetosay･I2dmitthatlwas
toblame・Butl'llgiveyousomuchrevengethatyouwon't
knowwhattodowithit． Deems.

Hesignedandsealedandstampedthatletterandwaspass-
ingoutacrossthelobbywhenhesawthefatbulkofShodress
inadoorwaynotfaro丘.Justintheactofnnishingatalkwith
Mr・Shodresswasashort, stockymanwearingaderbyhat
whichseemedoutofplaceinYeoville・Therestofhisattire
wasmstantlyprintedindetailuponthemindofSingleJack.
Therewasapairofbroad-toedshoes,designedspeciallyfora
manwhohastobemuchuponhisfeet.Therewasaneatblue
suit.Therewasaturned-overcollarandanarrow,four-in-hand

tie.

ThisfellowadvancedacrosstheHoorandnoddedtoSingle

Jack.

c6Deems,''hesaid, $GI've.comeforyou!''
Andheadded: $$Don'tmove!Thishandinmycoatpocket

hasalittlecannontrainedonyourheart,myboy, andl'da

sightratherhandleyoudeadthanliving1''
GGYou'vegotme,'' assentedSingleJackwithoutemotion.
Andheadded: GGIsupposethatShodresscalledyououtonto

mytrail,didn'the?''
6GThebigboyhasapairofeyesinhishead・Andheseems
tobetheonlymaninthispartoftheworldthathasenough
sensetoreadthepapersandputtwoandtwotogether. 1'1l

havetosplittwentythousandwithhim,onthisiob!"
GGHavetheyputmypriceupthere?''
GGGetyourhandsup,yousap1DoyOuthinkl'mkidding

Vou?''
ず

SlowlythehandsofMr.Deemsrosealonghissidesand

crepthigherandhigheruphisbodytowardhishead.The
detectivewatchedhimlikeahawk.
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