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MEMOIRS OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

CHAPTER XIL
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE—FIRST TERM.

New York, August 6th, 1817.—Immediately after daylight
this morning the ship was within three miles of the highlands of
Neversink, and the new Sandy Hook light-house in full sight, as
well as the two old ones; all the lights were still burning. The
morning was fine, and almost all the passengers soon came upon
deck. The sun rose clear, and Venus was visible more than a
quarter of an hour after she had risen; air and water both at
67. There were a number of vessels in sight, and among the
rest a pilot-boat schooner, from which a pilot, named Bird,
came on board at six. We had a fair and light breeze, which
took us up to the wharf at New York, where we landed at one
in the afternoon, immediately from the ship. The approach
to New York was slow, and the termination of the voyage as
agreeable as could be wished. The sentiments with which,
after an absence of eight full and eventful years, I touched once
more my native land were of a mingled nature: of the deepest
gratitude to the Supreme Disposer for all the enjoyments and
preservations of that long period, and particularly for the safe
and happy close of the voyage just completed, together with an
anxious forecast of the cares and perils f the new scene upon
which I am about to enter. The latter of these feelings was
greater and more oppressive than it had ever been on returning
to my country heretofore. So keen, indeed, was the emotion

. - N 3
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of contemplating the probabilities of the future time, that
nothing but a firm reliance upon Him who has ever been my
preserver, and the dispenser of every blessing, supported me
from despondency.

7th. We had a continual succession of visitors the whole day
and evening, scarcely allowing an interval for dinner, and prin-
cipally of persons with whom we were unacquainted. In the
evening, Mr. Astor, Mr. Colden, and Mr. came as
a commiittee from a meeting of gentlemen, and invited me to a
public dinner, asking me to fix the day. I accepted the invita-
tion for next Monday.

11th. At four o'clock, Mr. Astor and General Morris, Mar-
shal of the district, came from the Committee of Arrangements, -
and I went with them to the public dinner at Tammany Hall.
There were about one hundred persons present, most of whom
were introduced to me—among them Governor De Witt Clin-
ton. He told me that Mr. Rush had written to him for in-
formation relative to weights and measures in this State,
and he would send me a work of Olinthus Gregory upon the
general subject. The person presiding at the dinner was Gen-
eral Clarkson. The Mayor, Mr. Ratcliff, invited me to dine
with him and the City Corporation to-morrow, at Bellevue, six
miles out of the city. I came home about nine in the evening.

14th. Called on Mr. Trumbull, and found him with the frame
for his large picture of the Declaration of Independence, upon
which he is just preparing to begin. He accompanied me,
first to the City Hall, where I visited Governor Clinton, and

. afterwards to the Academy of Arts, the Historical Society, the

Cabinet of Natural History, and the Museum. On returning,
I met Judge B. Livingston, in Broadway. Went with my wife
on board the ship Washington, and took our final leave of her,
I settled with Captain Forman for the freight of our baggage
and effects from London to New York. Left them transhipping
to the sloop Margaret, Captain Hughes, for Washington. After
sitting to Shiel till dusk, I went to the wharf at the end of Ful-
ton Street, to enquire for a passage in the steamboat Connecti-
cut for New Haven. They told me it was needless to engage
a passage, and only necessary to be on board at seven in the
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morning, at which time, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays,
the Connecticut leaves the wharf. She arrives at New Haven
at five or six in the afternoon on the same days. The Fulton
steamboat is at the same time going from New London to New
Haven. The passengers pass from one boat to the other. The
Fulton immediately departs for New London, where she arrives
the next morning at five or six. A line of stages is in attend-
ance at New London, to tike the passengers immediately
through Providence on to Boston, where they arrive before
midnight the same day, making a complete passage from New
York to Boston in forty hours.

15th. 1v. By some negligence of mine, which I should think
inexcusable in another, I mistook the hour of the morning, as
indicated by my watch, and after rising thus early, instead of
rousing the rest of the family and packing up with all possible
expedition, I sat down to write at this journal, and continued
thus employed till the boys came knocking at the door, and
announcing that it was close upon seven o'clock. We then
made what dispatch we could, but the clock struck seven
before we left Mrs. Bradish's house, and just as we came to
Fulton Street, Captain Forman met us, and informed us that
the steamboat had been about five minutes gone. For the
next opportunity by the steamboat we must have waited until
Monday. 1 therefore went immediately to Crane wharf, and
found the packet Fame, Captain Gardiner, bound to Newport

“and Providence, and prepared to sail at five o’clock this after-
noon. We embarked about four in the afternoon at Crane
wharf, with a fair and fresh breeze, which scarcely lasted us till
we reached Hell-gate. We passed through this passage with
a calm, and reached the entrance of the Sound at Sands’s Point
about nine in the evening. The heat of the sun was almost
insupportable. . :

Quincy, 18th.—I had engaged the stage to come directly to
this place, without going into Boston. We left Walpole at
seven o’clock, and, after stopping at Dedham to change horses,

" arrived here between ten and eleven, and had the inexpressible

happiness of finding my dear and venerable father and mother
in perfect health.

jh
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_1gth. Immediately after dinner, Commodore Hull came, with
Edward Wyer, who is going as Consul to Hamburg, then
Joseph Hall, soon followed by W. Gray, Arnold Welles, and
G. Blake, who came to invite me from citizens of Boston to a
public dinner next Friday. They also invited my father, my
brother, and my son.

BostoN, 22d.—This morning I took a walk with Mr. Foster
round the town, and witnessed with delight its great increase
and improvements during the eight years of my absence from
it. The Central Wharf, New Cornhill, and Common Street are
three great masses of buildings erected within that time, and
there are so many others of less extent, but contributing
equally to the elegance and comfort of the place, that they
compose scarcely less than half the town. The only alteration
which I perceived with regret was the demolition of Beacon
Hill. I went with Joseph Hall to the State House, and paid a
visit to Governor Brooks. Hall intimated that the committee
for arranging the toasts had some thoughts of toasting me by
name at the public dinner, with the expectation of my answer-
ing the toast by a speech, according to the English fashion. I
entreated him, however, to dissuade them from it, disapproving
as I do the practice itself, and feeling the danger and incon-
venience and impropriety there would be in speech-making at
public dinners for a person in the station that I am to assume.
Hall was fully satisfied with the reasons I gave, and promised
to take care that the arrangements should be made accordingly.

26th. My father accompanied me at three o'clock to the
Exchange Coffee House, where the public dinner was provided.
It was attended by about two hundred persons, the greater part
of them my old friends and acquaintance. Mr. William Gray
presided; and Governors Brooks and Phillips, Chief-Justice
Parker, and Judge Story, Generals Dearborn, father and son,
and Humphreys, and Miller, President Kirkland, Dr. Freeman,
Captain Hull, and some others, were present as guests, It was
near five when we sat down to table, and between eight and nine
I retired with my father, who took my sons out with him to
Quincy.

Day. The sailor's life of our voyage from England terminated
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by our landing at New York on the 6th instant. Since then,
excepting the short voyage and journey from thence, we have
been engaged in a continual round of dissipation, by the greet-
ings and kind reception of our friends. I can never be suffi-
ciently grateful to Divine Providence for the happy circumstances
which attended my return to my country, nor can I yet, under
the painful anticipations of the future, abandon the trust upon
which I have never relied in vain. But, as a first sacrifice, this
journal must henceforth be given up or reduced to short and
insignificant minutes of the daily occurrences, and my most
earnest prayer to God is, that if my powers of usefulness and
active industry are taken from me, I may be seasonably sensible
of, and humbly resigned to, my condition, or removed from
this earthly scene before the effects of my incapacity have been
felt in the councils and affairs of my country.

WASHINGTON, September 20th.—We departed from the Indian
Queen Tavern, Baltimore, at six o'clock this morning in the
stage, with three fellow-travellers unknown to us. Breakfasted
at McCoy'’s, formerly Spurrier's, twelve miles from Baltimore,
and arrived in Washington City at four in the afternoon. I
then went to Mr. Rush’s lodgings at O’'Neal's Tavern, but he
- was- not there. Mr. Rush had already been to find me. He
soon after came, and requested me to go with him to the Presi-
dent’s, which I did. The President, James Monroe, returned
last Wednesday from a tour of nearly four months to the eastern
and western parts of the United States. He is in the President’s
House, which is so far restored from the effects of the British
visit in 1814 that it is now for the first time again habitable.
But he is apprehensive of the effects of the fresh painting and
plastering, and very desirous of visiting his family at his seat in
Virginia. He is therefore going again to leave the city in two.
or three days, but said his absence would only be for a short
- time. - He told me that Mr. Rush was to be my successor at
the Court of Great Britain, and directed me to make out
instructions for him. He also entered largely upon the motives
of the mission which he had contemplated sending to South
America, which has, however, failed for the present, and upon
which, he said, he should converse further with me before his
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departure. After some general conversation upon the state of
the public relations with Great Britain, Spain, and France, I
left him. Mr. Rush gave me some account of the present
situation of the Department of State, a subject to be hereafter
resumed.,

21st. v. 30. Sunday.

O God, my only trust was thou
Through all life’s scenes before :

Lo, at thy throne again I bow,
New mercies to implore.

Thy aid, O Father, wilt thou lend ?
My thoughts wilt thou inspire ?
My heart to do thy pleasure bend ?

My breast to virtue fire?

Thy gracious wisdom to fulfil
My constant aim incline,

Grant for my feeble, faltering will
Th’ unerring strength of thine.

Grant active powers, grant fervid zeal,
And guide by thy control, '
And ever be my country’s weal
The purpose of my soul.

Thine be the purpose, thine the deed,
Which thou alone canst bless.

From thee all perfect gifts proceed,
Oh, crown them with success.

Extend, all-seeing God, thy hand,
In mercy still decree,

And make to bless my native land
Aa instrument of me.

From the information given me by Boyd, the path before me
is beset with thorns, and it becomes more doubtful than ever
whether I shall be able to continue long in it. At two distinct
periods of my life heretofore my position has been perilous
and full of anxious forecast, but never so critical and precarious
as at this time, :

22d. Mr. Rush called upon me this morning immediately
after breakfast, and accompanied me to the office of the Depart-
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ment of State, where the official oath, faithfully to execute the
trust committed to me, prescribed by the Act of Congress.
establishing the Department of Foreign Affairs, and the oath
to support the Constitution of the United States, were adminis-
tered to me by Robert Brent, a justice of the peace for the
District of Columbia. The appointment of Chief Clerk in the
Department has been vacant since the 4th of March, by the
resignation of Mr. Graham. But the temporary appointment
had been made of Daniel Brent, who has been many years in
the office, and who was strongly recommended by the President
and Mr. Rush. The other clerks in the office were introduced to
me, and I confirmed them all in their respective offices. I gave
Brent the appointment of Chief Clerk. There were a multitude
of letters and dispatches, which.have been lying for me some
time on the table of the office ; and the mail of the day brought
many others. I had not time to read them all. I received from
Mr. Rush and Mr. Brent some information with regard to the
transaction of business at the office. Brent says it is much in
arrear, but without any accumulation of it since Mr. Rush has
been at the head of the Department. The office hours are
from nine in the morning to three in the afternoon. Mr. Rush
mentioned to me several affairs upon which the President, who
has left town this morning for Virginia, desired me to proceed
immediately to business.

23d. 1v. 30. Began the morning by making a draft of a letter
to Hyde de Neuville, in answer to a communication from him
to the Department of State concerning a project for invading
Mexico from the United States, and declaring Joseph Bonaparte
King of Spain and the Indies. B. Homans, Chief Clerk in the
Navy Department, called on me, and walked part of the way
with me to the office, where I was from ten to three. Many
visitors at the office, and -chiefly to solicit office. -D. P. Cook,
for himself; my old friend Joseph Anderson, now Comptroller
of the Treasury, for his son. W. S, Smith is now a clerk in his
office, in a place which he wants for his son; and with some
circumlocution, and some talk about his son's. dec/ining to be a
candidate for the office of Chief Clerk in the Department of
State, which he (the father) had written to me at Quincy, asking
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me to reserve it for a friend of his, meaning his son, he now

‘" gave me to understand that I must either take his son or W. S.

Smith as a clerk in my office, as otherwise he should remove
W. S. Smith from the place he now holds, to put his son into
it. I told him that I could take no family relation of my own
into my office, nor recommend any one to another department.
I had appointed Mr. Brent Chief Clerk, because he was already
in the office, because he was recommended by the President
and Mr. Rush, and because there was no ground for me to
remove him. I considered myself under an obligation to
appoint another person to the place vacated by Mr. Brent. He
asked if it was either of the clerks now in the office. I said,
No. He said there was another clerkship in the department
vacated by Mr. Pleasanton, to which the President wished that
his brother might be appointed, but had felt some delicacy
about speaking of it to me. Here the matter rested, but Ander-
son determined to remove Smith and give the place to his son.

24th. 1v. 30. Drafted this morning before breakfast an an-
swer to two letters from the Spanish Minister. At the office
from ten to four o'clock; but the papers to read and the visitors
absorb the office hours, so that I find there scarcely a moment
for writing. I made out, however, a circular notification to the
foreign Ministers accredited here that I had taken upon me
the duties of Secretary of State. Sent my letter to the French
Minister. Mr. Brent informed me that Mr. Rush wished for
a definitive order from the President for him to take passage
in the Franklin seventy-four-gun ship. I intimated to Rush
himself a doubt whether some inconvenience to himself might
not result from the impression which might be made by his
going in that vessel; but he had set his heart upon going in
her, and anticipated rather with exultation the impression that
it would make in England. I promised, therefore, to write to
the President on the subject.

26th. 1v. From which hour till breakfast-time I was engaged
in writing letters. On my way to the office I returned the visit of
Mr. Baker, the British Consul-General, who was the Secretary
to the British Plenipotentiaries at Ghent. He was engaged,
and I left a card. Mr. Clay called upon me at the office. Mr.
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Bagot, the British Minister, had by a note yesterday asked an
interview with me, for which I had appointed this day at two
o’clock. This morning, Mr. Hyde de Neuville sent a note,
saying that he found himself obliged to leave the city sooner
than he had expected, and requesting an interview, which I
gave him immediately. We had a long conversation, of which,
as.well as of all others, it is henceforth utterly impossible for m 0,
to keep any record. It gave me, however, some insight inti ’ o
his character. Mr. Bagot came at two, and had also with me
conversation of about half an hour. Mr. de Neuville's views
changed so much in the course of our conference from what
they had been by his letter of last evening, as made it neces-
sary for me to consult with Mr. Rush, and to write to the
President. In the evening, I prepared from Rush’s minutes
instructions for J. B. Prevost, and began a letter to the Presi-
dent; but even in less than one week since I entered upon
my office I find my eyes already so much affected, that before
ten I was obliged to desist from writing and retire to repose.

28th. W. Lee came and read me an account, drawn up by him;
of all the information obtained by him from the French exiles
and projectors here. He is to make out another copy to be
sent to the President to-morrow.

2gth. I called at the Treasury Office and consulted with Mr, ——
Crawford, who agreed with me that Captain Biddle should be ¢
associated with J. B. Prevost in the authority to take territorial (‘,)
possession at the mouth of Columbia River. He told me
that Mr. Clay did not believe in these levies of men in the
Western States by French emigrants, and that he was deter-
mined at the next session of Congress to propose the acknowl-
edgment of the South American insurgents. Mr. Crawford
said he had advised the mission to South America, and seemed
dissatisfied that the Commissioners were not yet gone. He
said it would now be too late for the object intended, which
was to obtain full information before the meeting of Congress.
'W. Lee came with a copy of his statement, which I forwarded
to the President.

October 1st. In the evening I began to draw up the instruc-
tions for R. Rush, Reflected upon a general principle for
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drafting instructions to Ministers going abroad. First idea— '
reference to the treaties between the two countries; began
upon that. To consult Rush himself. Some particulars of
instructions should be circular. What are they? ‘
2d. Continued drafting instructions for Rush. The subject
opens upon me as I proceed; I shall be at no loss for want of
matter. Commodore Charles Morris was at the office, just re-
turned from a cruise in the Congress frigate to the West In-
dies and on the Spanish Main. He took out an agent named
Tyler, employed by the Government upon some claims of
American citizens on the black Governments of Christophe
and Pétion, in St. Domingo. King Henry of Hayti refused
to receive the agent, as not knowing any such person as Chris-
tophe, or any such place as Cap Frangois. Mr. Tyler died on
the passage home. Morris has collected some information
about the state of affairs between Morillo’s Spanish forces and
the South American insurgents in Caraccas.. Rush was also
at the office; I told him I believed he must do as Sully did
when he was sent to England by Henry the Fourth of France,
and draw up his own instructions. At all events, I asked him
to make a minute of all the subjects upon which he wished for
instructions, which he promised.
3d. I had visits this morning from Mr. Levett Harris, Mr.
Nourse, the Registrar of the Treasury, and Mr. Correa de Serra,
the Portuguese Minister. Harris had just returned from visits
to Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and President Monroe, and
Correa was going to pay them. Correa says he calls them the
Presidential Trinity, and that last year he called them the past,
the present, and the future. Harris came among other things
for the settlement of his accounts, in which there are some ex-
traordinary charges; among the rest, thirteen hundred and
thirty-two dollars for the expenses of his nephew’s bringing
my dispatches, containing the Emperor Alexander’s offer of
mediation. I told Harris there had never been any idea that
there was to be any expense for his nephew’s bringing the dis-
patches, which he fully admitted, but he said it had cost him’
as much as he had charged. His nephew was shipwrecked on
the coast of Finland, then was obliged to go to Gottenburg by
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land, and to England in the packet, thence to Bermuda, like-
wise in a packet, and thence at equal expense to this country.
- He had therefore made the charge, but would leave'it entirely
to my determination. His account was approved with the ex-
ception of that charge, which is left for the President's determi-
nation.

7th. Read Mr. Jefferson's report upon Weights and Meas-
ures, made to the House of Representatives in January, 1791.
This is a subject which weighs much upon my mind.

21st. On going this morning to the office, I was informed that
the President had returned last evening to the city. I found
him at his house, and had an hour's conversation with him. Mr.
Crawford came in while I was there, and I left him with the
President. It was past five when I got home to dinner.

24th. It was past three before I could call at the President’s,
and I was with him upwards of an hour. I asked him at what
time it would best suit his convenience that I should call upon
him daily. He said he had given a general order to receive
me at all times, but in a few days he would fix upon some
regular hour to see me, as it would be necessary for him to_
take some part of the day for exercise. He desired me to come
to his house to-morrow morning at eleven, to meet Mr. Craw- °
ford and Mr. Rush (as he had been in the Department of State,
and a member of the Government) for a consultation upon
various points, and particularly with regard to South America,
He should put the question, whether we should now acknowl-
edge the Government of Buenos Ayres? I took his directions
upon various subjects, and left him at half-past four. '

25th. Ateleven o'clock I went to the office, and immediately
afterwards to the President’s, where there was a Cabinet meeting.
Mr. Crawford, Mr. Rush, and the acting Secretary at War, G.
Graham, were there. The President proposed a series of ques-
tions, relating chiefly to Spain and the South American insur-
gents. They were discussed until half-past three o'clock. No
decision was taken upon any of the questions, but the President
adjourned the meeting to next Tuesday.

28th. At twelve o'clock I attended the Cabinet meeting at
the President's. It continued till near four, and a further
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meeting was fixed for the day after to-morrow, at eleven. In
the mean time, I am to see the agent from the Buenos Ayres
Government to-morrow morning, and to hear and report at the
next meeting what he has to say.

2gth. At twelve o'clock General Mason came with Don
Manuel Hermenegildo Aguirre, the person sent as an agent
from the Government of Buenos Ayres. He gave me a letter
to the President, containing the declaration of independence of
Buenos Ayres, with an exposition of the motives of that act,
written by himself, and two commissions to himself, inclosed
in a sealed packet addressed to me. One commission was from
the United Provinces of South America (Buenos Ayres), signed
by the Supreme Director Puyerredon, styling Aguirre Com-~
missary-General of War, and constituting him agent of the
Government near that of the United States. The other was
from the Government of Chili, signed by the Director O'Hig-
gins, and was merely an authority for purchasing warlike
stores. I had a conversation with him of more than an hour,
and, after he left me, took to the President the letter for him,
together with many other papers. The President had sent me
" this morning the draft of instructions for Mr. Rush, with a
memorandum for alterations on three points. On conversing
with him, and recurring to the Commercial Convention of 3d
July, 1815, he directed me to leave the draft on that point as it
stands, without alteration. On the second, the allowance of
necessary expense for office rent, he reserved the decision, but
inclined to leave it as it stands. The other alteration that he
desired was inconsiderable. I proposed to him to add a stand-
ing instruction against accepting the bauble presents that the
European sovereigns offer to Ministers accredited to them
when' they take leave, or upon the conclusion of treaties; to
which he readily assented. :

3oth. The Cabinet mecting at the President’s was fixed for
twelve o’clock, but it was half-past twelve before I got to the
office, and the President sent a message to say he was waiting
for me. I attended immediately, and the meeting sat till near
four. The President had presented several written questions
for consideration, relating to South American affairs, to our
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relations with Spain, and to a piratical assemblage at Amelia
‘Island and at Galveston. This day Mr. Graham, who is Chief
Clerk in the War Department, and acting Secretary, observed
that the six months allowed by law for substitutes to act instead
of heads of Departments had expired in his case, and he had
scruples as to his right of assisting any longer at the meetings.
Mr. Rush observed that he was under a similar embarrassment,
considering his office of Attorney-General as vacated by his
new appointment of ‘Minister to Great Britain. The President
said he had offered the office of Secretary of War to Mr. Cal-
houn, of South Carolina, and was daily expecting his answer.
Mr. Crowninshield, the Secretary of the Navy, was on his way
to the city, and expected here in a few days, and he (the Presi-
dent) had written this morning to Mr. Wirt, of Richmond,
Virginia, offering him the office of Attorney-General; but it
was very doubtful whether he would accept it. The President
said that he should have been very desirous of having a
Western gentleman in the Cabinet, but he could not see his
way clear. He had taken great pains to inform himself, but
he could not learn that there was any one lawyer in the
Western country suitably qualified for the office. He had
particularly enquired of Judge Todd, who had assured him
there was no such suitably-qualified person. This, he said,
was perfectly confidential. Graham said that he had enquired
this morning of Mr. Clay, who had told him, also confiden-
tially, the same thing—that there was no lawyer in that country
fit for the office of Attorney-General. The questions were
again discussed, and as it appeared to me that all the gentle-
men were backward in giving their opinions upon almost
every one of them, I finally gave mine explicitly—that the
marauding parties at Amelia Island and Galveston ought to be
broken up immediately. This was at once determined upon,
and it was considered as a decisive reason for dispatching the
Commissioners and the frigate Congress to Buenos Ayres. 1
also suggested the expediency of waiting for the next dispatch
from Mr. Erving before assuming any new attitude with Spain,
which was agreed to; and I also explicitly avowed my opinion
that it is not now expedient for the President to acknowledge
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the Government of Buenos Ayres. But the President post-
poned his determination upon this. The meeting broke up at
four. ' v .

November 1st. Mr. Crawford called upon me to enquire if I
had sent an answer to a question from Governor Bibb, of the -
Alabama Territory, whether the oath of office could be admin-
istered to him by any other person than the President of the
United States; I had received his letter asking the question
some days since, and by the President’s direction had immedi-
ately answered that he might take the oath before any magis-
trate competent to administer oaths within the Territory.

6th. Mr. Bagot sent this morning a note to my house
requesting to see me. I appointed two o'clock, at the office,
and he came. He said he had received a long memorial from
several British officers, committed for trial at Rhiladelphia, for
violating the neutrality of the United States, by being engaged
in a project of making war against Spain on the part of the
South American insurgents. He said these officers, some of
whom were persons of distinction, had, as British subjects,
applied for his interposition with the Government of the United
States, who they supposed had power to afford them relief.
He asked if the President had any such power while the
judicial tribunal was in possession of the cause. I told him
that, generally speaking, the Executive, in such cases, would
not interfere, but there might be circumstances in which they
could. If he would write me a line on the subject, I would
lay it before the President, and give him an answer.

7th. At the President's I found Mr. Crawford, who had busi-
ness with him, and, having mentioned that I had received the
budget from Erving, by the President’s direction, I read all the
dispatches relating to the negotiation. Mr. Crawford then went
away, and I spoke to the President of the approaching arrival
of Mr. Greuhm, the new Prussian Minister Resident and Consul-
General, and asked him if he would now fix a time for receiving
him, or wait until after his arrival.

The President preferred waiting till after his arrival, and said
it was his desire to place the foreign Ministers here much upon
the same footing as the American Ministers were placed at the
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European Courts, upon a footing of form and ceremony. They
had heretofore visited the Presidents familiarly, and called to
take tea at their houses, as among individuals. He thought
that improper. The intercourse between the Chief Magistrate
and foreign Ministers should be reserved and formal. He had
given them notice of this intention soon after he entered upon
his office. If they wished to ask for personal audiences, he
would always grant them, and receive them in form. It was
under consideration whether he should have weekly evening
parties, as had been customary with the former Presidents who
had ladies. If he did, the foreign Ministers, as well as others,
might attend them, but otherwise he did not expect a foreign
Minister would come to his house without invitation. As soon
as he should ‘have a Secretary he would also fix regular times
for receiving visitors, for now he had not a moment of the day
or the night free from them. Even his dinner-hours were
molested. He had it also in contemplation that there should
be 3 uniform dress adopted for the heads of Department and
officers of Government, but that must be an affair of consultation, -

8th. Mr. Frederick Greuhm arrived last night with a com-
mission of Minister Resident and Consul-General from the
King of Prussia, and called upon me this morning. Precisely
at the same time came General Charles Lallemand, whom W,
Lee had yesterday asked to introduce to me, but which I had
declined. He came this morning of his own accord, introduced
himself, and asked to see me again to-morrow morning, to
which I consented. I told Mr. Greuhm that I would inform
the President of his arrival and take his orders for the time
when he would give him an audience to receive his credentials.
I mentioned also to him two things, which I requested him to
make known to his Government, and which I had preferred
speaking of to him informally rather than to notice them by
official notes. His credential letter was addressed to the Con-
gress of the United States. By our Constitution, foreign Min-
isters were received by the President, and all credential letters
from foreign sovereigns should be addressed to him.

He said this had occurred to himself, and he had made the

remark when his credential letter was made out, but they told
VOL. IV.~—2 .
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him they had only one record of a similar letter from the King
to this Government, and that was upon the occasion of my
taking leave. They supposed that had been drawn up accord-
ing to advice from me, and that was addressed to the Congress.

. I told him I remembered it well, but it had not been drawn
up by my advice. I had received it as drawn up and delivered
to me without objection, because I was unwilling to make a
difficulty at parting, and did not suppose it would operate as a
precedent afterwards. He said he had no doubt his Government
would readily conform to the regular mode of address when
they should be acquainted with it.

The other circumstance which I noticed was the union in
his commission of the characters of Consul-General and of
Minister Resident; a union so unusual in Europe that I had
never known an example of it. There was this inconvenience
in it, that as the Minister would be entitled to the privileges
and immunities of the diplomatic character, and as the Consul-
General might be a merchant actually engaged in trade, there
might arise very disagreeable questions of conflict between the
claim of privilege and the rights of the tribunals of the country.
It was therefore the wish of the President that the Prussian
Government should understand that while we recognize in
their full extent the privileges of public Ministers, we do not
acknowledge them as in any manner belonging to Consuls.

Mr. Greuhm admitted the force of these observations; but
said he thought there were examples of the union of the char-
acters in Europe, though he did not personally know of any.
He supposed, however, that his commission had been adopted
from the example of the Danish Minister and Consul, Mr.
Pedersen. I had precisely suspected this to be the case.
Greuhm added that there was a.Mr. Weiss coming with an
appointment from the Austrian Government uniting the same
characters. I told him that if he should come, the same ob-
servations would be made to him.

oth. General Lallemand called again this morning, and
entered into a long explanation of his views and intentions,
with a strong denial of his having ever contemplated engaging
in any project contrary to the laws of the United States. He
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said he had been invited to join in McGregor's expedition to
Amelia Island, but had declined ; that he had refused to engage
in some other projects of a similar nature, though he had an
ardent love of liberty and a warm sympathy with the South
Americans, whom he considers as struggling for that cause. -
He had never been the partisan of a man, but that of his
country. He had followed the Emperor (Napoleon) in his
misfortunes, and, of all his counsellors, had alone advised him
not to trust himself to the English. He added that if, after
these explanations, he was still an object of uneasiness and
suspicion to this Government, he would quit the country and
seek a refuge elsewhere, as he was determined at all events to
preserve his personal independence.

I told him that he was in no wise an object of uneasiness to-
‘this Government ; that they had received from various quarters
information of a project for levying moneys in the United States
for an expedition to join the Mexican insurgents; that Joseph
Bonaparte was to be placed at the head of this movement, and
that his (Lallemand’s) name had been implicated in it; that as
this project was contrary to the laws of the United States, -
which the Government were bound to see executed, its exist-
ence had given them uneasiness, particularly as its tendency
was to force them to take a decisive part against the exiles from
France who had sought, and were enjoying, an asylum in this
country; that the Government had now reason to believe this
project was abandoned. There was no suspicion entertained
against him, and so long as he should conform his conduct to -
the laws, the Government would neither have the power nor -
the inclination to molest him.

He said he knew the French and Spanish Ministers were
both much alarmed at the new projected French settlement on
the Tombigbee, and the French Minister had sent to him (Lalle-
mand) a Garde du Corps of the King to offer to enlist -himself
to go to Mexico. He said he had laughed in the Garde du
Corps' face, for it was really too absurd.

I told him that his name had not been mentioned in any
communication from the French Minister to this Government.
He said he had heard of some pretended letters from Lakanal
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to the Comte de Survillier (Joseph Bonaparte), but he lived in
perfect: retirement, and had refused to receive those letters,
which had been the only cause of their being.intercepted. He
(Lallemand) did not know Lakanal, had never seen him, knew

" nothing, whether he had written the letters, whether they were
forgeries, or what they were. But it would be hard if the
Comte de Survillier should be held responsible for letters
written to him, which he had refused to receive.

10th. When I came to the President’s, I found Mr. Crawford
with him. General Lallemand and Mr. Villers have been chosen
directors of the French Tombigbee settlement; and now Lalle-
mand, who is outlawed, and under sentence of death in France,
has applied to be presented to the President. This led to some
discussion of the subject, and to a question how the intercourse
between the President and the foreign Ministers should in future
be regulated.

It was interrupted by a v:snt of Wyandot Delaware, and
Seneca Indians, whom the President received in form, but
without the ceremony of smoking the calumet, which I wit-
nessed on a similar occasion at President Washington’s, in
Philadelphia, in 1794.! Mr. Graham, the acting Secretary at
War, the President’s brother, Mr. Joseph Monroe, Colonel
Wharton, and Mr. Ringgold were present at the meeting this
day. There was a white interpreter for the Delaware and
Wyandot Indians, but he did not understand the language of
the Senecas, so that, when they spoke, one of the Wyandots
interpreted for them to the white interpreter, who interpreted
again to the President. They came to ask for some grant of
lands and some supplies, part of which the President assured
them they should have, and for part he referred them to Con-
gress. They said they had all become cultivators of the land,
and had altogether abandoned the life of huntsmen. Wine was
served round, which one of them, supposing it to be rum, at
first declined taking. The President noticed his refusal, and ex-
pressed his satisfaction at this marked aversion to ardent spirits.

14th. At the President’s I found Mr. Crowninshield, with
the draft of instructions for Captain Henley, of the John

3 See volume i. p. 34.
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Adams, to go and break up the marauding establishments of
Amelia Island and Galveston. I had drafted a:letter to Mr.
Erving, to give explanations to the Spanish Government on
* the said subject. The instructions and my draft were both
read, and found to be entirely conformable to each other. Mr.
Crowninshield withdrew, and Mr. Crawford came in with
pressing business from the Treasury Department, upon which
I took leave, reserving till to-morrow the further objects that I
have to submit. The President informed us that he had now
given orders to receive the heads of Departments at all times,
but other visitors only at and after one o’clock. Mr. William
Wirt, of Virginia, has accepted the office of Attorney-General,
vacated by Mr. Rush, and the commission was this day made
out and sent to him.

17th. This morning I drafted an answer to Mr. Bagot's letter
concerning Steéwart and took it to the President’s. I found C.
A. Rodney* with the President, and proposed reading the draft
of instructions for the Commissioners to South America while
he was there. The President preferred that they should be
read also in presence of Mr. John Graham, and asked Mr.
Rodney to desire Mr. Graham to call to-morrow for that pur-
pose. Rodney went away. I read the draft of instructions,
and left it with the President. He did not like the draft of a
letter to Bagot, and desired me to write another. On my
reading Aguirre’s letter to me, and his statement of his con-
versation with Rush in July, the President desired me to send
a copy of it immediately to Rush, and ask for a statement of
the conversation. 1 spoke about Ebeling's library, and what I
had done to purchase it, with a view to give Congress the
option. of having it for their library. He said that all books
on the geography of America became obsolete in ten years,
and that one hundred and fity volumes would comprise every-
thing worth having concerning America.

18th. I made a second draft of a letter to Mr. Bagot concern-
ing Stewart, which the President approved, and it was sent.
Calling at the President’s as I went to the office, I met there

* Mr. Rodney had been appointed one of three Commissioners to visit the States
of South America and report upon their political condition.
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Mr. Wirt, the Attorney-General. Mr. Crawford afterwards
came in. The President asked me to call again on my return
from the office home, which I did. When I returned, he read
over my draft of instructions to the Commissioners for South
Anmerica, and directed alterations and additions, which I accord-
ingly made at home this evening.
20oth, At the President’s I met Mr. Meigs of the Land Office
with a map of the army lands in the Illinois Territory. I re-
ceived yesterday a letter from the Chevalier Correa de Serra,
. the Portuguese Minister, asking in what manner he could pay
his personal respects to the President, and communicating the
change of title of the Prince of Brazil. The President, who
has determined to have in future no familiar intercourse with
the foreign Ministers, directed me to answer him that if he
wished to communicate in person the change of title of the
Prince of Brazil, the President would fix a time for admitting
him to a private audience for that purpose, and simply adding
an assurance of the President’s sensibility to his mark of per-
sonal respect. Mr. Wirt, the Attorney-General, called at the
office, and had some conversation with me on the cases referred
to him for his opinion. He asked for copies of the papers,
intending to keep an official record of all the opinions that he
shall give, which has not hitherto been the practice in the
Attorney-General's office.
21st. On calling at the President’s this morning with the
draft that I had made of an answer to Mr. Correa, according
to his directions yesterday, I found it did not exactly suit his
ideas, and I was obliged to make an alteration of the draft.
The President went again into the subject of the intercourse
between him and the foreign Ministers, which he wishes to
restore to the state in which it was under the administrations
of President Washington and my father, and which has been
departed from in.those of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison. But
in this retrograde movement he is anxious to avoid everything
that may run counter to the popular feeling, and everything
that may displease the foreign Ministers themselves. The case
of Mr. Correa is peculiarly embarrassing, because his intimacy
with Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison was great, and had existed

.
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before his appointment as Portuguese Minister. He has also
been in considerable intimacy with Mr. Monroe, who, however,
now, as President, cannot discriminate between him and other
foreign Ministers.

22d. I had written yesterday to the Portuguese Minister,
Mr. Correa, requesting him to call at the office of the De-
partment of State at eleven o’clock this morning; but his
residence being on the way to my office, I stopped there, and
he received me. I asked him whether he wished for a private
audience from the President, to announce the change in the,
title of the Prince of Brazil. He said, No; but he had en-
quired of me in what way he could pay his personal respects
to the President, because he was aware that it should not be
with the familiarity which would be proper between individuals.
I told him he might call at the President’s house, and if not
received, leave a card. He said he should in future leave a
card, but he had been apprehensive that would be too familiar
a course, as it was customary in Europe for books to be kept
in which persons wrote their names. I told him a card would
answer here for the present, and if a book should be kept here-
after, the foreign Ministers would have notice of it. The Abbé
said that all these things were officially necessary and proper,
but he was sure my opinion as to the substance of all these
things was the sameé as his own. I told him I had no doubt it
was. He asked me whether, setting the Secretary of State and
the Portuguese Minister aside, he could sometimes come and
see me as an individual. I told him I was at home every even-
ing, and should be happy to see him whenever it should suit
his convenience to come. He said he thanked me for the
privilege, which he would enjoy without abusing it. He then
told me, but said he did not ask it as a question, and did not
expect I would answer it, but he had concluded from the style,
&c., that I was the author of two pieces in the National Intelli-
gencer, signed Phocion, and a North American, in answer to
Lautaro.* These are all political speculations upon the question

t Seven letters had appeared in the Richmond Enquirer under this signature, and

they were immediately reprinted in the Intelligencer. The purpose was to press
the government to early recognition.
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about acknowledging the revolutionary South American Gov-
ernments. As I thought the Abbé was sounding rather un-
seasonably the ground, I thought it best to leave him in his
uncertainty, and simply said that when pérsons used fictitious
signatures in the newspapers, it was usually because they had
motives for not signing their own.

24th. Mr.'Bagot sent a note to ask an interview. I appomted
two o’clock this day, and he came. He spoke of a note that
he had presented a year ago, about the duties on English
rolled iron, and concerning which nothing was done at the last
session of Congress. Then of his note about the mutineers of
the British merchant ship Sir Joseph Banks, brought to Boston
in the Galen. Then of his note concerning the British officers
confined at Philadelphia.

I told him that I should shortly send him an answer upon
this last case, with copy of the report from the District At-
torney, to whom the memorial of the officers had been referred H
that the papers concerning the men brought to Boston from
the ship Sir Joseph Banks had been referred to the Attorney-
General, whose report I expected would soon be made, and I
should then immediately answer the note; but I thought we
could not.deliver up the men, and that our law would in this
case be precisely the same as the English law. I added that
if the British Consuls in this country would attend a little to
the laws of their own, they would forbear many of their com-
plaints, as in this case it would have been necessary to recur
only to Magna Charta and to the Habeas Corpus Act. -

Mr. Bagot did not reply much to all this. He had in truth
asked to see me for quite a different affair. Assuming suddenly
a very grave air and tone, he said that the Northwest Company
had been informed, and he had been informed, that the corvette
Ontario had been dispatched from New York on a voyage
round Cape Horn, for the purpose of disturbing the British
settlement at the northwest coast of America, and he therefore
came to me to enquire if it was so.

I told him I could answer him immediately, that neither the
Ontario, nor any other vessel of the United States, had any
orders to disturb any British settlement whatever. But he
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knew we had, before the war, a settlement -at the mouth of
Columbia River, which might be renewed, and that we had
discovered the river. Our settlement, he knew, had been
broken up by force during the war; after the peace the restora-
tion of it had been demaided by a nofe from the Secretary of
State to Mr. Baker, which he had answered by stating that no
possession of the place had been taken by the British, but that
they had immediately withdrawn after destroying the American
settlement.

Bagot said Captain Cook had discovered the river, and that in
1787 Great Britain had spent upwards of three millions sterling
upon a contest for that territory with Spain—for then they only
had Spain to dispute with for it—and he thought Great Britain
had some claim to the country from the time of Drake’s voyage.

I told him they had better claim from Sebastian Cabot or
Sir Walter Raleigh.

‘He said, No; that question was settled. :

25th, I dmed at Mr. Robert Brent's. Messrs. Crawford,
Clay, Bagot, Antrobus, Hughes, G. Graham, Walsh, Daniel
and R. Brent, Junrs., were there, and Mrs. Pierson, daughter of
Mr. Robert' Brent. We had much miscellaneous conversation
at table. Mr. Bagot told me he should wtite me a note about
the Columbla River affair, and should enquire at once!" quo
jure.” I told him perhaps we should answer by retorting “ quo
jure” he asked the question. He said he was sure he should
express the strong feeling of his Government.

- -26th. This evening I received Mr. Bagot's letter concernihg
the settlement at Columbia River.

28th. At one o’clock attended at the President’s, at the Cabi-
net meeting. He read his purposed message, first through with-
out interruption, and then by paragraphs. There was a variety
of discussions upon certain passages, and some alterations made.
Messrs. Crawford, Crowninshield, Wirt, and G. Graham were
present. Before the reading by paragraphs was finished, dinner
was announced. At dinner, besides the members of the Cabi-
net, there was Mr. Joseph Monroe, now the President’s private
Secretary, and Mr. Purviance.

December 1st. When I called at the President’s with my

A
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papers, I found a Mr. Lomax with him. Mr. G. Hay, Junior,
afterwards came in. The President had removed into his cabi-
net, which is now papered. He appointed Wednesday at one

o'clock for an audience to Don Luis de Onis, the Spanish
~ Minister, to deliver a letter from th& King of Spain. I found
Mr. Onis himself at the office of the Department, and had a
conference with him of two hours. His propositions for a treaty
were the same as those made by Mr. Pizarro to Mr. Erving,
which I told him were so inadmissible that it would be useless
to enter upon the discussion of them. He nevertheless referred
to many documents to prove that Louisiana never extended
westward of the Mississippi, and enlarged upon the interest of
the United States and Spain to harmonize together, with other
powers, against the commercial domination of Great Britain.
- Onis had also an inofficial proposal to make to me, which was,
that I inofficially should authorize any agent of the United
States going to Buenos Ayres to ransom for fifteen per cent.,’or
more, two ships belonging to the Spanish Philippina Company,
taken by a privateer under the Buenos Ayres flag, but fitted
out from Baltimore, and manned by citizens of the United
States. This I also declined.

6th. I called at Mr. Anderson, the Comptroller’s, office, and
found Pleasanton with him. There came in several other per-
sons; but upon the subject on which I called I could not wait
for another time to speak to him. I told him that I had offered
the vacant clerkship in my office to his son Alexander, who'
had declined it, at which I had been somewhat surprised, as he
(the father) had applied to me for it. He said he thought it
was best to be candid with me on the subject; it was because I
had not offered him the clerkship with fifteen hundred dollars
salary, instead of one with thirteen hundred and fifty dollars.
Young Anderson is about twenty-two years of age, and has a
place in his father's office of twelve or thirteen hundred dol-
lars. At Quincy I received a letter from his father, telling me
he had a friend to recommend to me for Chief Clerk in my
office. This son, Alexander, was that friend. The application
from Mr. Bailey had been previous to Anderson’s, and when I
arrived here, on comparing the just claims of all the persons

‘
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presented to me as candidates, I confirmed Mr. Daniel Brent in
the office of Chief Clerk, which he had held ever since the resig-
nation of Mr. Graham, on the fourth of March last. He was
strongly recommended by Mr. Monroe and Mr. Rush; had
many years’ experience of the business of the office ; was a man
of forty years of age, or upwards, and of the most respectable
character. I could on no consideration remove such a man
to make way for any other. Then came the fifteen hundred
dollar clerkship. Anderson himself told me that the President
wished that might be offered to his brother Joseph. I there-
fore offered it to him. The next, the thirteen hundred and fifty
dollar office, Anderson said would not suit his son; but Wil-
liam S. Smith had got a temporary office of one thousand dol-
lars a year salary under Anderson, which clerkship Anderson
wanted to suppress to increase with it the salary of his son,
and so he proposed to me to give W. S. Smith my thirteen
hundred and fifty dollar clerkship, so that he (Anderson) might
get rid of him. I told him I should appoint no relation of my
own to any office under me. The next step was a communication
from Anderson to me through Mr. Crawford, that W. S. Smith
should be retained in the office under Anderson if I would give
Anderson’s son the thirteen hundred and fifty dollar clerkship
in the Department, which, in the particular circumstances of the
. case, he would consent to accept. I told Crawford thatI could
make no such bargain, and would neither directly nor indirectly
contribute to place any relation of mine in any office. Craw-
ford then intimated that W. S. Smith must consequently be dis-
missed from the place under Anderson, upon which I observed
that I had nothing to say. Smith was accordingly dismissed,
and W. Lee gave him a place of the same salary in his office,
without any knowledge of mine. Smith and his wife, and all
the family, were up in arms against me about it ; but I thought
my resolution right, and adhered to it. I offered the thirteen
hundred and fifty dollar clerkship to Mr. Bailey, who had been
several years a tutor at Providence College, was a member of
the Legislature of Massachusetts, and had a multitude of the
strongest recommendations. He accepted it, though his appli-
cation too had becn for the office of Chicf Clerk, and he was
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something reluctant at taking a fourth place instead. When
Mr. Monroe declined the fifteen hundred dollar place, I assigned
it of course to Mr. Bailey. Anderson instantly got wind that
Monroe had declined, and spoke to me about jt. He asked me
to whom I intended to give the vacant clerkship. I said I pro-
posed offering it to his son. He said he would mention it to
him. But he was thinking of the fifteen hundred dollar office,
and I of the thirteen hundred and fifty dollar one. When I
wrote the note offering the place to young Anderson, it first
occurred to me to express explicitly which place I meant to
offer him, but it secns his expectations had been of the -other.
I told his father I was sorry there had been any misunderstand-
ing in the case, but Mr. Bailey’s age and standing in society,
and respectability of character, forbade me to put another person
. over his head.

‘T called next at Mr. Nourse, the Registrar’s, office, and con-
versed with him on the affairs of the Indians. Thence I went
to the President’s. Mr. Calhoun was there, and the President
introduced him to me. Mr. Crawford came in. There was con-
versation upon various subjects. Mr. Clay had already mounted
his South American great horse. Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana,
follows him, “non passibus &quis.” Clay’s project is that in
which John Randolph failed, to control or overthrow the Ex-
ecutive by swaying the House of Representatives. He intends
to bring forward his motion to acknowledge the Government
of Buenos Ayres, and perhaps Chili, and Mr. Crawford came
with proposals from him to the Executive, professing a wish to
harmonize with the Executive as to the manner of bringing it
forward. Mr. Calhoun pronounced himself most decisively
against the measure; I had done the same before, and the
President now, after some little hesitation, did the same. I
have no time to give the details.

oth. At the President’s I met Mr. Crowninshield; there are
several calls from the House of Representatives for papers and
information. The President said we had had a battle with the
Seminole Indians, who were defeated, and had fled into East
Florida, and it was now a question whether they should be
pursued there.
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12th. On calling at the President’s this morning, I met Mr.
Crowninshield there. The President was very anxious to have
the papers called for by the House of Representatives, concern-
ing Amelia Island and Galveston, sent this day; but that was
impossible. He said the House were so impatient for them,
that if they were not sent this day there would be another call
for them. There is one of the papers implicating the British
Government in such a manner, that the President has thought
proper to omit certain passages of the letter in the communica-
tion to the House, but to give a copy of the whole to Mr. Bagot
to be communicated to his Government. I gave him the copy
this day. He expressed himself much gratified with the deli-
cacy of this proceeding, and said he did not believe there
was a word of truth in the story told by the British officer,
Colonel McDonald.
1gth. Attended this evening a ball in honor of the Duchess
d’Angouléme’s birthday at Mr. Hyde de Neuville, the French
Minister's. The company consisted of about two hundred per-.
sons—members of Congress and citizens of Washington. The
foreign Ministers were all in full dress. Mr. Bagot introduced -
Lord Selkirk to me. Mr. Onis asked me for an answer to his
note about Amelia Island. I told him that orders had been
sent to Mr. Erving, our Minister in Spain, to give suitable
explanations to his Court; that it was for their benefit as much
as our own. He said that McGregor had taken the island with
men all enlisted at Charleston and Savannah. The grand jury
of the Circuit Court at Philadelphia refused to find a bill against
the British officers arrested there. We came home immediately
after supper, about midnight.
24th. The President gave me for perusal a statement from
_the Department of War of a question between that Department
and General Andrew Jackson—a letter from the President to
Jackson of sth October, and Jackson's answer of the 22d. The
Department issued an order to a subordinate engineer officer,
within Jackson’s division, directly to the officer, and not through
Jackson as the Commander-in-Chief in the district. Jackson
afterwards issued a general order throughout his district for-
bidding his officers to obey any order from the Department of
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War not sent through him. The President’s letter is very kind
and conciliatory, but urges Jackson that he was wrong. The an-
swer is moderate in language, and acknowledges the conciliatory
character of the President’s letter, but adheres to the principle
of Jackson’s order, and proposes a compromise of withdrawing
his order on condition that the order from the Department of
War which occasioned his should be withdrawn first.

Mr. Aguirre came to me at the office at two, and I had with
him a conference of nearly two hours. He gave me a copy of
the Declaration of Independence of Buenos Ayres of gth July,
1816, and read to me in English a paper urging the acknowl-
edgment of that Government by the United States. 1 asked
him if it was in consequence of any new instructions. He
said, No, but in consequence of what had passed in Conglress
on the subject. His instructions were to urge the recognition
of Buenos Ayres (and he had no commission as public agent
from any other Government) as circumstances might occur to
favor the demand ; but he was expressly instructed not to urge
it at the hazard of embroiling the United States with any of the
powers of Europe. He told me there were three public agents
of Buenos Ayres in Europe—one at London, one at Vienna,
and the third had been under the guarantee of the British
Minister at Madrid, but he believed was now gone to Paris.
The proposals that he had made to Spain were, that the King
of Spain's brother, the Infant Don Carlos, should be the sover-
eign of Spanish South America, but upon two conditions—
one, the absolute independence of South America; and the
other, that Don Carlos should go over alone, without any

“troops. Spain rejected these proposals, and would hear of
nothing but unconditional submission, upon which the Declara-
tion of Independence was made.

I told him that all due weight and consideration should be
given to his suggestions.

I dined with my wife at Mr. Crawford’s. Mr. Gaillard, Mr.
and Mrs. Clay, Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun, Mr. Macon, Mr. Troup,
Mr. Roberts, and a Miss Vail were the company. Clay came
out with great violence against the course pursued by the
Executive upon South American affairs, and especially in rela-
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tion to Amelia Island. Clay is as rancorously benevolent as
John Randolph. He has taken his stand of opposition from
the first day of the session, and his object is evidently to make
grounds for it. There has been a strong expectation that he
would hold this course, and he has not held the public or the
Government in suspense concerning his intentions.

26th. Received a note from the President asking me to call '

at his house at twelve o’clock to meet the other heads of De-
partments and consult upon the war with a Southern tribe of
Indians, the Seminoles. As I had other papers to lay before
the President, I went to him at eleven, and reported to him the
substance of the conversation that I had with Mr. Aguirre the
day before yesterday.

He told me that it was the practice of the Government to
communicate in confidence to all the heads of Departments
every important circumstance occurring in our foreign concerns,
and also to the Chairman of -the Committee of Foreign Rela-
tions, and he desired me to send to Mr. Forsyth and request him
to call at my office, and communicate with him very freely
upon thie posture.of our foreign affairs. This had heretofore

been the practice, and had been found very useful to the Gov--

ernment. Mr. Forsyth was friendly to the Administration, and
any confidence might with perfect safety be reposed in him.

At twelve o'clock Messrs. Crawford, Calhoun, and Crownin-
shield came in, and there was a deliberation upon the measures
to be pursued with the Seminole Indians, who have commenced
actual hostilities and cut off a detachment of fifty men going
with a boat and provisions for part of the troops under General
Gaines. It was determined to send an order to Gaines td
assemble all the disposable regular force within his reach, with
the addition of militia from the State of Georgia, and to reduce
them by force, pursuing them into East Florida, if they should
retreat for refuge there, and that an order should be sent to

General Jackson to repair immediately to the seat of the war -

and take the command.

The question recurred whether, if possession has been taken
of Ameclia Island, after dispersing the unauthorized freebooters
and privateersmen who have taken it, our troops should retain

Uy
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possession of it, or abandon it to be occupied again by the
Spanish authorities from Florida. Mr. Crawford was for giving
it up, and the President evidently inclines also to that course.
It was, however, determined to postpone that question.

2gth. At the President’s. He told me that his house would
be opened on New Year's day at noon to receive company. I
enquired if a short time sooner should be appointed for the
foreign Ministers. He at first objected, but afterwards said he
would have a Cabinet consultation upon it to-morrow between
eleven and twelve.

3oth. I rode to the President’s, where I found Mr. Crawford
and Mr. Calhoun. They had agreed, and the President deter-
mined, to receive the foreign Ministers at half-past eleven on
New Year's day, half an hour before the general company, and
I sent notifications to the foreign Ministers to that effect.

Mr. Middleton, Chairman of the Amelia Island Committee,
was also with me, and I gave him all the additional information
that I possessed concerning it. I showed him the secret laws,
those singular anomalies of our system which have grown out
of that error in our Constitution which confers upon the legis-
lative assemblies the power of declaring. war, which, in the
theory of government, according to Montesquieu and Rousseau,
is strictly an Executive act. But as we have made it legislative,
whenever secrecy is necessary for an operation of the Executive,
involving the question of peace and war, Congress must pass a
secret law to give the President the power. Now, secrecy is
contrary to one of the first principles of legislation, but this
absurdity flows unavoidably from that of having given to Con-
gress, instead of the Executive, the power of declaring war. Of
these secret laws there are four, and one resolution ; and one of
the laws, that of 25th June, 1812, is so secret, that this day it
could not be found among the rolls at the Department. Another
consequence has also followed from this clumsy political ma-
chinery. The injunction of secrecy was removed on the 6th of
July, 1812, from the laws previously passed by a vote of the
House of Representatives, and yet the laws have never been
published. Mr. Middleton said he would see me again before
he should make his report to the House.
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31st. Madame Plantou came with a print of her allegorical
picture of the Peace of Ghent, for which she laid me under a
contribution. It is a bombastic and foolish thing, but Madame
Plantou gives herself out for a native of Philadelphia, and is
a painter. This is one of her works. There is an America
in a triumphal car, and a Britannia upon her knees, submitting
to terms of peace, dictated by Minerva and Hercules. O, the
voracious maw and the bloated visage of national vanity! If
it were true that we had vanquished or humbled Britannia, it
would be base to exult over her; but when it is so notorious
that the issue of our late war with her was at best a drawn
game, there is nothing but the most egregious national vanity
that can turn it to a triumph.

I received this morning notes from Mr. Bagot and Mr. Hyde
de Neuville, to ask if their ladies could visit Mrs. Monroe to-
morrow. At the President’s, where I met Mr. Crowninshield,
there was again a consultation, and my wife called on the ladies
and informed them that they would also be received, at half-
past eleven to-morrow.

Day. In its general arrangement, the same as the last month ;
but on the first day of December the session of Congress com-
menced, since which the business of my office has been more
pressing than before. On the other hand, during five or six
days of very cold weather I rose much later in the morning,
and could scarcely write at all, and we have dined several
times and spent evenings abroad, which makes late hours, idle
habits, and waste of time. My indispensable business runs in
arrears, and sometimes crowds me almost to distraction. I
seldom reach my office before one o'clock, or leave it till five.

I close the year with humble gratitude to God for his manifold
mercies to me and mine during its course. It has been the
period of another great change in the condition of my life,
upon which I once more implore the blessing of Providence,
to my country, my family, and myself; that I may know and
be enabled faithfully to discharge the duties of my station, and
that my heart and mind may be prepared for every dispensation
of the divine wisdom and goodness. '

Fanuary 1st, 1818.—In the evening, and until eleven, I was
VOL. 1V.—3

%
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writing remarks for Mr. Middleton’s draft of a report to the
House of Representatives upon Amelia Island. He sent it to
me yesterday, with a private note requesting my observations
upon it. ’ .

3d. Shaler’s letters, and a. complaint of A. Fitch, at Mar-
seilles, against S. Cathalan, the Consul there, employed all the
morning to read. At the President’s, I mentioned to him again
the proposal for the fisheries, to be made to Mr. Bagot. After
some conversation on the subject, he directed me to ask' Mr.
Crowninshield, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Silsbee, Mr. Nelson, and all
the members from Massachusetts representing districts inter~
ested in the fisheries, to call at his house at eleven o’'clock,
Monday morning, for a consultation upon the proposal to be
made. The President also asked my opinion concerning his
entertainments to be given to the heads of Departments and
the foreign Ministers, whether they should be given together
or separately. I advised that it should be separately—which
was apparently his own inclination. He determined to give both
dinners next week—the first on Wednesday, and the other on
Friday. .

sth. At eleven o'clock I called at the President’s, where I
found Mr. Crowninshield and nine or ten of the members of
the House of Representatives from the districts of Massachu-
setts interested in the fisheries, consulting upon the subject
of the proposal to be made to the British Government. After
examining the map, and some conversation, several of the
members asked for time to write to their districts for" informa-
tion, and I undertook to reconcile Mr. Bagot to wait until the
February packet for the proposal. :

Crowninshield had received dispatches with information of
the surrender to us of Amelia Island on the 23d of last month.
Mr. Calhoun afterwards came in with the same dispatches, and
the President appointed a Cabinet meeting for eleven o’clock
to-morrow morning, to determine what should be done with
Amelia Island.

At the office I had visits from Mr. Gaillard, the President
“pro tempore” of the Senate, and his colleague, Judge Smith,
and had conversation with them on various topics. Mr. Gaillard
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finally asked me if there had been any new system of etiquette
established with regard to visiting, to which I answered cer-
tainly none to my knowledge. I was myself determined to
make no question of etiquette with any one. But I had been
negligent in paying visits, from absolute want of time. They
said there had been a rule adopted by the Senators, so long
ago as when Mr. Burr was a member of the body, and drawn
by him, that the Senators should visit only the President of the
United States, and Mr. King had lately referred them to a book
in which it was recorded. ’

I told them this was the first intimation I had ever received
of the existence of such a rule. I had been five years a mem-
ber of the Senate, and at the commencement of every session
had invariably paid the first visit to all the heads of Depart-
ments, excepting Mr. Gallatin, who never having returned my
first visit, I never afterwards visited him, except upon business
at his office, and I understood he had neither paid nor returned
any visits while he was Secretary of the Treasury. 1 had
always supposed the universal practice to be that the Senators
paid the first visit to the heads of Departments, though since I
had now arrived here I had heard the practice was different. I
was ready to conform to any arrangement that might be proper,
but I supposed the rule that Senators would visit only the Pres-
ident did not extend to a requisition that the heads of Depart-
ments should first visit them. We parted in perfect good
humor on the subject.

6th. Attended at eleven o'clock the Cabinet meeting at the
President’s, concerning Amelia Island. McGregor's proclama-
tion upon taking the island being wanted, I went for it to the
office, and returned to the meeting, which was fully attended.
The President had partly drawn up a message to Congress,
stating the taking of Amelia Island, and concluding that the
troops which took it would be withdrawn. It seems that when
the orders for taking the island were sent, those from the War
Department directed that the persons to be expelled should not
carry away any public Spanish property taken by them upon
the island. Those orders I never saw. The President says he
has no doubt they were shown to-and authorized by him, but
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now comes the embarrassment what to do with that property,
consisting of two or four cannons. The President is apparently
determined to withdraw the troops from the island, but he
asks the opinions of the Cabinet, to take the measure with
deliberation.

Mr. Crawford, Crowninshield, and Wirt are with the Presi-
dent, for withdrawing the troops. Calhoun and I are for keep-
ing possession of the island, subject to negotiation for it with
Spain. If I understand the characters of my colleagues, Craw-
ford’s point d’honneur is to differ from me, and to find no weight
in any reason assigned by me. Wirt and Crowninshield will
always be of the President’s opinion. Calhoun thinks for him-
self, independently of all the rest, with sound judgment, quick
discrimination, and keen observation. He supports his opinions,
too, with powerful eloquence. The discussion of this day was
adjourned for the President to finish preparing his draft of the
message to Congress.

8th. I received two notes from the Spanish Minister Onis,
one with a strong remonstrance against the occupation of
Amelia Island, and the other, a third long memoir upon the
negotiation pending. -

gth. When I called at the President’s I found N. Biddle, of
Philadelphia, with him. He directed a Cabinet meeting on the
Amelia Island affair at one o'clock. I went to the office, and
returned to the President’s at one. The draft of the message
to Congress was again discussed, and it still persisted in the
paragraph announcing that the troops would be withdrawn.
.I presented for consideration the doubt whether, having taken
possession under the act of January, 1811, the Executive had
a right to withdraw the troops and abandon the island unless
authorized thereto by a new act of Congress.

This question was again discussed with great earnestness
till past four o'clock. Calhoun urged retaining it, with great
force and effect. I repeated the arguments of the former day,
and added new ones, as they occurred to me now.

The President, without giving up his opinion, was very
apparently affected by the conflict of sentiment among his
advisers. Crawford was staggered, and maintained his ground
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more feebly than the former day. Crowninshield candidly -

told me that the argument was decidedly with us, but that he
thought the best policy would be to give the island up. Mr.
Wirt, who came in very late, and heard little of the debate, was
still of the President’s opinion, and if he changes, will, I believe,
* change with him. We parted, leaving the question yet unde-
termined and the President not a little embarrassed.

These Cabinet councils open upon me a new scene and new

views of the political world. Here is a play of passions, opin- -

ions, and characters different in many respects from those in
which I have been accustomed heretofore to move. There is
slowness, want of decision, and a spirit of procrastination in the
President, which perhaps arises more from his situation than
his personal character. :

1oth. At the President’s I found Mr. Fromentin, one of the
Senators from Louisiana, who has just returned from a tour to
France. When he went away I was about to give the President
an account from the dispatches of Mr. Sumter, but I found his
mind was intent upon another object. He said Mr. Biddle had
told him that some person of the family of Mr. Onis had .in
the most positive terms affirmed that Spain was in a desperate
and desponding condition, and Onis had very lately received a
dispatch ordering him to dispose, as soon as possible, of the
Floridas to the United States upon the best terms he can
obtain, The President therefore wished me to see Onis this
day and ask him simply what Spain would take for East
Florida, that is to say, for all Spain’s possessions east of the
Mississippi. I told him I would see Onis as he desired, but
that I knew he would beat about the bush, and not make any
proposition at all.

I sent for Onis to come to me at the office, and he came. I
urged him for a full hour to make me a proposition what they

would ask for all their territories east of the Mississippi, but’

he absolutely declined. He said Pizarro had made a propo-
sition to Erving, and he had repeated it here. It was now our
turn to make our proposition, and he would receive it with a
most earnest desire (which was that of the King of Spain) that
we should agree—and not only agree, but Spain wished for
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an alliance with the United States—at least defensive. He
urged strongly for an answer to his remonstrances against the
occupation of Amelia Island.

I told him we could easily justify that—I had no doubt to
his satisfaction. But it might be necessary to say things which
it would be disagreeable for Spain to hear and for us to say.
We had not taken the possession from Spain, nor committed
any hostility against her. We had been obliged, in our own
defence, to take the place in defence of our laws, of our com-
merce, and that of nations at peace with us, Spain included.
But all this it would be useless to say if he should make'me a
proposition upon which we could in a few days agree. All
discussion about Amelia Island would then be superseded.

He still refused to make any proposition about Amelia Island,
but said he wanted an answer. I might assign what motives
for the act I thought proper. He wanted something to say to
the Governor-General of the Havanna, to the Governor of St.
Augustine, and to his Court.

I asked him what guarantee he could give that, if we should
withdraw from the island, it should not again be immediately
occupied by freebooters, to the annoyance of all lawful com-
merce. He said that we might require that the Governor of
the Havanna should send there a garrison of four hundred men.

I asked him if he could engage that they should be sent.
He said, No ; but he could write to the Governor of the Havanna
about it, and if it should take six, nine, or twelve months, he
could tell him it was a subject for negotiation between the
Governments. '

I reported the substance of this conversation to the Presi-
dent, who said he should perhaps modify his message to the
House of Representatives in consequence of it. He thought
he would have another Cabinet meeting upon it on Monday.

11th. General S. Smith came, and left with me a letter to the
President, asking for the appointment of a Commercial Agent
at Batavia. He also wanted information upon various other
subjects, and particularly concerning Amelia Island. He said
Aury’s letter in answer to the summons had produced a great
sensation among the members of the House. His son John
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wrote him it had had the same effect at Baltimore. He was
sure it would greatly injure the Administration among its best
friends if the island should be given up.

I told him confidentially that I had from the beginning
thought it should not be given up, that I believed the Presi-
dent had not finally determined what course to take, but that a
message to Congress would go in two or three days, perhaps
even to-morrow,

Smith said he would call and see the Presndent this day.

12th. At the President’s I found Mr. Desha, member of Con-
gress from Kentucky. Mr. Calhoun and Mr. West were also
there. Mr. Calhoun soon went away, and Mr. Crowninshield
came in. The message concerning Amelia Island was still
under consideration, and the President had modified it to the
purpose of retaining the possession of it for the present. It
appeared from some remarks of the President’s that Crawford
had been there and agreed to this modification. Mr. Crownin-
~ shield was also satisfied with the change, and Mr. Wirt had
some scruples, which were, however, soon removed. The
President had likewise added several very important para-
graphs to the draft of the message, which he said he should
send to Congress to-morrow. Mr. Middleton made the report
from the Amelia Island Committee to the House of Repre-
sentatives on Saturday, and it is printed in the National Intel-
ligencer of this day.

I took the President’s directions upon several other objects;
but his mind is so absorbed with Amelia Island that he can
scarcely bear to have any other presented to him. Mr. Che-
vallié called on me at the office about the message on the
Beaumarchais claim. The President had sent me the papers,
asking me to make the draft of a message to go with them. I
read him the draft last Friday, and, after making an alteration
which he suggested, sent it back to him with the papers on
Saturday. He said this morning that he intended to send it
in this day, which I.told Mr. Chevallié.

I had a note from Aguirre asking an interview, for which I
appointed to-morrow at two o’clock. Hyde de Neuville came,
and I had a conversation of an hour or more with him. He
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told me that the Duke de Richelieu had written him there was
a Convention about South American affairs on foot in Europe;
urged me again for an answer to his notes of complaint about
French vessels captured by privateers, and hinted fears that the
French Tombigbee settlers were engaged in a project against
the Floridas. I showed him the Amelia Island Committee
report, which appeared thus far to satisfy him.

13th. Going this morning to the President’s, I met Mr.
Middleton, who asked me if there would soon be a message
from the President about Amelia Island, and said that Clay
looked plaguy hard at him since his report. At the Presi-
dent’s I met again Mr Biddle, who immediately retired as I
went in.

The President’s message to the two Houses was ready, and
he sent it in this day. The measures relating to Amelia Island,
South America, and Spain are laying the foundation of a new
system of opposition to the Administration, with Clay at its
head. Crawford told me the other day that Clay, Saturday
evening before last, being gay, and warm with wine, told him
he meant to follow up his attack, and added, * And I'll beat
you, by I” But a day or two afterwards he came to him
cool, and said he was very anxious to avoid collision if pos-
sible, and proposed to make merely an appropriation for a
Minister to Buenos Ayres.

I read to the President Judge Toulmin's letter, and some
other papers indicating the purpose of McGregor's project
against the Floridas, and requested him to make a memoran-
dum of the points to be proposed in my reply to Onis’s notes.
. He asked me to send him an extract from Erving'’s instructions
"relative to the boundaries, which I did. He afterwards sent me

a note, advising me to see Onis to-morrow and show him the
indications of McGregor's projected expedition against the
Floridas and Judge Toulmin’s letter.

Mr. Aguirre came this day at two o’clock, and urged again
for answers to his demand for the acknowledgment of the
Government of Buenos Ayres. He also said he came to tell
me that the commerce between this country and that stood
merely on the footing of the will and pleasure of his Govern-
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ment ; that they had opened their ports without limitation, and
might shut them again when they saw fit. It was therefore
proper that some fixed agreement on the subject should be
made. He also entered into a long statement of the trans-
actions between the Government of Brazil and that of Buenos
Ayres on the Brazilian occupation of Montevideo and the
Banda Oriental. They had interdicted all intercourse between
Buenos Ayres and the Brazilians, but without declaring war.
He also spoke equivocally of Arttigas, intending evidently that
I should understand him as meaning that Artigas was a General
of Buenos Ayres. I therefore asked him distinctly whether it
was so, and whether Artigas acknowledged the Government of
Buenos Ayres. ‘ ' Lo

He said, No; but that Buenos Ayres claimed the whole
Banda Oriental, and, he zhought, would never relinquish it.

I asked him if he was instructed by his Government to give
me the intimations about shutting their ports. He said, No.

I told him that as they were of a serious nature, I wished
him to give them to me in writing; that if Buenos Ayres was
to be viewed as a Colonial Government, its ports might, by the
usages of European nations, be shut to all nations but the
mother country; but-as an independent nation, by the cus-
tomary law of nations, they could not shut their ports to other
nations, and still less to one particular nation, without a  cause;
that we had opened our ports to their flag, and certainly should
not shut them without a special cause.

He said the opening of our ports to their flag was no benefit
to them. They were not a maritime nation, and had neither
ships nor seamen. They had issued commissions for privateers
to annoy their enemy, but none of them were owned by their
own people, and it would be no injury to them if our ports
should be shut against them. . .

14th. Met and spoke to Mr. Bagot this morning on my way
to the President’s. He asked me if it was the intention of the
President to communicate to Congress the letters which had
passed between the Secretary of State and him (Bagot) con-
taining the arrangement concerning armaments on the Lakes,
which he said was a sort of treaty. I spoke of it to the Presi-
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dent, who did not think it necessary that they should be com-
municated. It has been usual heretofore with the message at
the opening of the session of Congress to send a collection of
documents with it relating to the principal subjects mentioned
in it. This was not done at the present session, and some
inconvenience has resulted from the omission.

Mr. Onis came to the office at half~past two, and I had an
hour's conversation with him upon our negotiation. I showed
him Judge Toulmin’s letter, and that of the Governor of Pen-
sacola to him, the recruiting advertisement in the name of
McGregor at New Providence, and told him we had other evi-
dence of his design to attack the Floridas in the spring. I
mehtioned also the hostilities of the Seminole Indians upon
our frontiers, probably connected with the same plan, and I
urged that if we should not come to an early conclusion of
the Florida negotiation, Spain would not have the possession
of Florida to give us. _

He said he knew of the letter from the Governor of Pensa-
cola; that the pirates might possibly take that place for a short
time, but would certainly be soon driven from it, and certainly
would not get St. Augustine; at least he did not believe they
would. They had been subdued in Mexico and New Granada,
and would be soon subdued in Buenos Ayres and Chili; that

- as to the Seminole Indians, there were two divisions of them,

- one living in Florida, and the other within the territories of the
United States ; that those now in hostility with us were our own
Indians, and not those of the Spanish dominions. He asked me
why we had suffered the pirates at Amelia Island to carry away

“their booty. I told him because we had no competent jurisdic-
tion for trying whether it was theirs or not.

He finally desired me to make these statements to him in
writing.

15th. The President sent yesterday his message to Congress
on the taking possession of Amelia Island. This morning he
gave me a memorandum for a note to Mr. Onis, in answer to
three received from him. ‘

16th. I made the draft this morning of a note to Mr. Onis, in
answer to his three long ones upon the negotiation, and at the
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same time I took the opportunity to say something in answer
to his two notes upon the occupation of Amelia Island. This I
did because, having several times intimated to the President the
necessity’ of giving some answer to those notes, he has always
said that his message would be an answer. My draft, therefore,
this day, was merely a note of references, and, with_ some slight
alterations, was approved by him.

1gth. At the President’s this. morning I found Colonel P.
Reed, of Maryland, now a member of the House of Representa-
tives, and formerly one of my colleagues in the Senate. He was

recommending paupers for office. It is one of our misfortunes -

that all the places under the Government are bestowed upon
people of this description, men whose wants are their principal,
if not their only, qualifications.

When Colonel Reed withdrew, I found the President was
much agitated by a report in the Baltimore newspapers of the
16th and 17th, announcing a letter of the 7th instant, from
Savannah, stating that advices had arrived there, by letter and
otherwise, from the Havanna, that all the American vessels
there had been detained on the news of the capture of Amelia
Island by the American troops. He appeared alarmed at the
idea of a war with Spain, backed by the allied powers; ob-
served that our squadron in the Mediterranean would be ex-
posed, and that there was no sufficient cause for us to go to war
with Spain. He asked me what I thought was to be done, and,
without expressly alluding to it, evidently appeared to regret
that he had not, as he had inclined, ordered our troops to with-
draw from the island when the pirates were removed. This
incident is, in truth, an untoward one, and therefore most likely
to be well founded.

The President sent to ask me to call at his house on my re-

turn from the office, which I did. He came out to me from his.

dinner. It was from a second account of the news from the
Havanna. He had read it in a Charleston newspaper that
three officers had arrived at Amelia Island from the Havanna
demanding its surrender, and that in the mean time all the
American vessels at the Havanna, amounting to two hundred,
were embargoed. The number, he said, must be an exaggera-
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tion ; there could not be more than twenty or thirty. But what
was to be done? would it not be best to write immediately to
Onis? We could not for a moment parley with a subaltern
like the Governor of the Havanna. The negotiation with Onis,
he considered it as certain, would fail. But this event would
immediately, change the state of our relations with Spain, and
bring us at once into war. '

I told him if the account was true, it could not fail to come
officially within two or three days, and I thought it best to wait
till then before coming to any resolution or taking any notice
to Onis of the newspaper report. To this the President agreed,
and he appeared more calm on the subject than he had been
this morning.

2oth. Calling as usual at the President’s, I found him quite
cool and easy upon the subject of the supposed news from the
Havanna. I asked him if he had observed the dates mentioned
in the Charleston newspaper; he had not, but he had seen a
newspaper of a later date, which said nothing on the subject,
and was now convinced the report was without foundation. My
own uneasiness was not entirely removed; for, although I saw
the paragraph afterwards, and found by its date, at St. Mary’s,
of 3d January, it must be groundless, as dispatches from our
commander at Amelia Island of that same day have been re-
ceived; yet, as the report may be only the precursor of the
fact, I shall yet be anxious to hear the first real news from the
Havanna.

At the office I had visitors; Mr. Middleton, who came to
make further enquiries concerning the affairs at Amelia Island,
particularly as to commissions for privateering granted to our
citizens by McGregor and Aury, upon which I gave him the
fullest proof. He expects a violent attack upon the report of
the Committee in the House.

General S. Smith had a letter from his partner, Mr. Buchanan,
referring to a packet sent by him to the Department of State,
and which I received by this day’s mail. It was a commission
for a privateer, with commissions for a captain, four lieutenants,
and six prize-masters, all with the names left in blank, from the
Buenos Ayres Government, sent by T. L. Halsey, the Consul
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there, to De Wolfe, at Bristol, R. I., with a recommendation if
he did not think fit to use them that he would send them to
Smith and Buchanan, at Baltimore. De Wolfe sent them accord-
ingly, and Buchanan sent these documents to the Department
of State. In his letter to General Smith he expressed himself
with great indignation at this attempt upon the honor of the
house. .

Mr. Hyde de Neuville came, principally to tell me, informally,
that to-morrow there would be, at the Catholic church, the an-
niversary funeral service for the death of Louis XVL; that he
had last year invited Mr. Monroe, who did not attend, and had
observed that there were certain circumstances in the feelings
and sentiments of people in this country which might make his
attendance improper. De Neuville said he was aware of this,
and if 1 was of the same opinion I could consider his invita-
tion as “non avenu,” as if he had said nothing to me. I said
nothing to him in answer to his invitation, though I determined
to go. . '

21st. Attended at the Catholic church the funeral service for
Louis XVI. We sat in the same pew with Onis, the Spanish
Minister., The mass was short, but there was a funeral oration
read by the priest from the text, Eccles. i. 2, “ Vanity of van-
ities; all is vanity,” the most extraordinary composition of
Jacobinism, heresy, and priestly doctrine that I ever heard.
All the foreign Ministers and their legations were present, and
all their gravity could not restrain some of them from laughter.
At the President’s, I found him relieved from all concern about
the news from the Havanna, and expecting offers from Onis
that will be acceptable. '

22d. My wife received this morning notes from Mrs. Monroe,
requesting she would call upon her this day at one or two
o'clock, and she went. It was to inform her that the ladies
had taken offence at her not paying them the first visit. All
ladies arriving here as strangers, it seems, expect to be visited
by the wives of the heads of Departments, and even by the
President’s wife. Mrs, Madison subjected herself to this torture,
which she felt very severely, but from which, having begun the
practice, she never found an opportunity of receding. Mrs.
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Monroe neither pays nor returns any visits. My wife returns
all visits, but adopts the principle of not visiting first any stranger
who arrives, and this is what the ladies have taken in dudgeon.
My wife informed Mrs. Monroe that she should adhere to her
principle, but not on any question of etiquette, as she did not
exact of any lady that she should visit her.

Mr. Aguirre came, and asked me to return his two commis-
sions as agent for Buenos Ayres and Chili. He had left the
original commissions themselves at the office. They were now
returned to him, copies having been taken of them. He now
explained to me the motive for his verbal statement to me at a
former conference of the manner in which his Government had
considered the occupation of Montevideo by the Portuguese,
and which, at my request, he afterwards repeated in a written
note. It was with a view to the transactions of the United
States at Amelia Island; that his Government, though includ-
ing in its Declaration of Independence only the Provinces which
had constituted the Vice-Royalty of La Plata, considered that
it could not be indifferent to the transactions of any foreign
power regarding any part of the former Spanish possessions in
Anmerica, South or North, because the occupation of any part
of them by one power might occasion the interposition of other
European powers in a manner injurious to his country.

I asked him if, before the departure of Mr. Rodney and Mr.
Bland, he had had some conversation with them on the subject
of our occupation of Amelia Island. He said he had; that
he had told them the adventurers who had taken possession of
that place never had any authority from his Government what-
ever; that he thought the Government of the United States
were fully justified in breaking them up, and that he was assured
it would be considered in the same light by his Government.
But since then he had been induced to consider it in a more
enlarged point of view, and with that impression had communi-
cated to me the proceedings and principles of his Government
on the invasion of Montevideo by the Portuguese.

I asked him whether he knew that the former agent from
Buenos Ayres, Tompson, had been dismissed from his agency
by the Supreme Director Pueyrredon for having transcended
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his authority in granting commissions. He said certainly not,
and it was not so.

I showed him the letter from Pueyrredon to the President,
declaring the revocation of Tompson’s commission. I then
told him that as the views he now presented of the manner in
which his Government might view our proceedings at Amelia
Island were entirely different from those which he had taken
in conversation with Messrs. Rodney and Bland, if it was so
that the Government of Buenos Ayres considered themselves
as having a superintendency over all the Spanish Provinces in
both continents of America, I should request him to make
this communication to me in writing, for it was fitting that dis-
tinct and explicit notice of it should be given to the Govern-
ment of the United States. We should regret exceedingly that
his Government or country should view our transactions at
Amelia Island as implying or intending anything unfriendly to
them or to their cause. We were as friendly to them as we
could be compatibly with our engagements of neutrality. But
if by our proceedings at Amelia Island, or in the Floridas, we
were to be considered as interfering with the interests or policy
of Buenos Ayres, it would be proper that we should have pre-
vious notice of those pretensions, that we might regulate our
own policy accordingly.

He said he could not give anything on the subject in writing ;
that his observations had been merely his own, without authority
from his Government, and that he had no right to speak in any
public capacity other than that of agent to the Government of
La Plata. He added that he proposed going to-morrow to
Baltimore to pass a fortnight, and should proceed from thence
to New York, where he should remain at my commands, if I
should have anything to communicate to him, until the spring.

W. Lee came to tell me that to his utter amazement he last
evening saw Galabert go into Onis’s house; that he had not
seen him since, but would see and ask an explanation of him.

Mr. Calhoun called at the office with the papers concerning
the question about the remission of militia fines in Pennsylvania.
He wishes the opinion of the Attorney-General to be taken
upon it. Calhoun spoke also of the negotiation with Spain,
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and expressed a strong aversion to any concession with regard
to the boundary west of the Mississippi.

Dined with my wife at the Chevalier Onis’s; all the Corps
Diplomatique were there, and Mr. Biddle, of Philadelphia. Onis
told me he should reply to my note to-morrow or the next day,
but asked me which I meant of three rivers in Colorado for
the boundary. Hyde de Neuville talked with me more than an
hour, urging that we should settle our affairs with Spain, flatter-
ing and cajoling me.

23d. At the President’s, I found him anxious to receive Onis’s
reply to my last note. At the office, W. Lee came and told me
that he had demanded of Galabert an explanation of his going
into Onis's, and received a very imperfect one. He had written
from Philadelphia to Onis, telling him that if he could be fur-
nished with the means of coming here he could make com-
munications which would be useful to him. Upon which he
sent him a hundred-dollar bill. He had therefore come and
made his communication, but would not tell Lee what it was.
He said he had asked of Onis a passport to go to Mexico, which
Onis had not given him, but took it into consideration, and told
him to call again. But Galabert had received a letter from
Joseph Bonaparte, urging him not to enter into the wild and
extravagant projects of these French fugitives, and offering him
the means of settling himself in Pennsylvania. Lee says that
he saved Galabert's life at Bordeaux, but that the intriguing
ways of a Frenchman are past all finding out.

27th. Mr. Bagot came to my office according to appointment,
at one o'clock, and, by order of his Government, made an offer
of their mediation to settle the differences between the United
States and Spain. This offer was accompanied with many pro-
fessions of a friendly disposition towards the United States, and
many intimations of no good harmony subsisting between Great
Britain and Spain. He read to me an extract from a dispatch
from Lord Castlereagh to him referring to his conferences with
me before I left England; to his belief that he had convinced
me of the frankness and candor with which he had disclosed to
me the whole policy of the British Government at this time, and
that it was bent upon nothing so earnestly as upon the preserva-
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tion of universal peace; that he had derived great satisfaction
from the assurances-given him by me of the same disposition
on the part of the American Government, and on my own part
personally; with many flattering compliments to me, which
Bagot, after reading to me, said he believed he ought not to
have done. He also read to me in confidence a copy of a
dispatch from Lord Castlereagh to Sir Henry Wellesley, the
British Ambassador from Madrid, dated 27th August last, and
being an answer to a dispatch from him, with which a note from
Pizarro, the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, asking for this
mediation of Great Britain, had been forwarded—and Pizarro
had made an extended statement of the subjects of dispute
between Spain and the United States. Castlereagh answers,
that before the Prince Regent could definitively answer this
proposal he must know much more of the subject than he could
from Pizarro’s statement, however extended, afd also that the
mediation was desired by both parties. At the same time he
complains in very angry terms of certain restrictions upon the
British commerce in Spain, and hints that unless they are
removed England will not act as a mediator between Spain
and the United States. This letter Mr. Bagot allowed me in
confidence to take and show. to the President, on condition that
it should not be otherwise used.

At the same time he read me another part of his dispatch,
relating to South America, explicitly declaring that if Great
Britain alone, or the allied powers jointly, should interpose
between Spain and the South American Provinces, the system
recommended and urged by Great Britain would be one of per-
fect liberality to the Provinces—a system which would open
their ports and their commerce to all nations, including the
United States, and in which Great Britain would neither ask
nor accept any exclusive privilege for herself—and adding
that this subject was now in negotiation among the allied
powers.

I told Mr. Bagot that I must, of course, refer the subject
to the consideration of the President, who ‘1 was sure would
receive the communication as a proof of a friendly disposition

in Great Britain. I desired him to thank Lord Castlereagh for
VOL. IV.—4
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the kindness and confidence in me expressed in his dispatch,
and with the full promise of my hearty concurrence in the good
work of preserving universal peace. As to the mediation, the
only objection I could anticipate to it was, that Great Britain
had heretofore taken some part with Spain on the very points
now in controversy.

He said that whatever may have been the feelings or policy
of the British Government under different circumstances and
at another period, if she should now assume the character of
a mediator, it would be with perfect impartiality, and solely
with a view to conciliate the parties to each other. Abstractly
speaking, it might be more agreeable to Great Britain to have
a weak neighbor than a strong one, but she must accommodate
her policy to the nature of things, and she was sincerely desirous
of maintaining the best understanding with this country. He
had told Onis, the Spanish Minister, yesterday, that if the inter-
position of Great Britain should be desired by this country, he
must not expect that she would support Spain in any extrava-
gant pretensions. He also told him that he should make this
communication to me this day. Bagot also told me that
McGregor had, when he was here, called upon him, and told
him that Dr. Thornton had sent him. He told him that he was
going to take Florida, and asked him what the opinion of the
British Government upon it would be. Bagot told him he
could give him no answer to that question, and could say
nothing about it. Bagot afterwards asked Thornton if he
really had sent McGregor to him, and he admitted that he
had.

28th. At the President's met Mr. Crawford. The dispatch
from Lord Castlereagh to Sir Henry Wellesley was read, and
the communication. from Mr. Bagot to me concerning a British
mediation discussed. Crawford said it was a “ maladresse” of
Bagot to show me that letter of Castlereagh’s. The President
and he were evidently averse to the acceptance of the media-
tion. The President directed the translation of Onis's note to
be sent to the other heads of Departments, and appointed the
day after to-morrow for a Cabinet meeting and consultation
upon the whole subject.
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31st. There was a full Cabinet meeting at the President’s on
the question what answers shall be given to Mr. Bagot's pro-
posal and to Mr. Onis's last note, in connection with which
were considered the question of South American independence
and the transactions at Amelia Island. The sentiment against
accepting the mediation was unanimous, but more earnest in
all the others than in me. I had doubts whether we should
ultimately be able to avoid European interference in this affair,
and therefore whether we ought now absolutely to decline that
of Great Britain. The determination, however, was positive
to decline, and the only question was upon what grounds we
should decline. The President and Mr. Crawford suggested
the ground that our differences with Spain were not such as to
threaten a war—they were of little comparative consequence,
and we had no intention to push them to a war. But Mr. Cal-
houn remarked that if we should take this ground, and Spain
should be very urgent for the mediation, it would be a tempta-
tion to her to commit some act of hostility to make the media-
tion necessary. The President and Mr. Crawford also inclined,
while rejecting the mediation, to make a statement to the British
Government of the merits of our case, in answer to that sent
them by Pizarro. I objected that if we gave any statement of
the merits, it would give a plausible pretext to the British to-
reply, and go deeper into the case. I suggested the idea of
answering, with thanks for the friendly manifestations of Great
Britain, and the strongest assurances of their being recipro-
cated, that we were obliged to accommodate our measures to
the public feelings of the country; that our controversies with
Spain, though not of the first rank in importance, had a strong
hold upon the popular sentiments; that to refer them to any
interposition of a third party would certainly be disapproved
by all parties in this country, and have the tendency to create
ill will between this country and England, which we were very
desirous of avoiding.

This was agreed upon as the principle to be assumed for
declining, and the President desired me to make a minute in
writing, to be shown him on Monday, of the substance of what
should be said to Mr. Bagot. It was also agreed that the next
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reply to Mr. Onis must be longer, and more particular, than the
last. It was four when the meeting broke up.

February 1st. 1 received a visit from Mr. Bagot to enquire if
I should probably have an answer to give him on the media-
tion proposal, so that he can send it by the packet which is to
sail from New York next Saturday. I told him I thought
I should be able to answer him the day after to-morrow, and
asked him to call then at my office at one, and he promised
he would.

He asked again about the proposition concerning the fish-
eries. I told him I feared we should not be ready for that, as
we had not yet our answers from the interested parts of the
country. He said if we waited for their consent we should
never be ready. We also had a long conversation upon the
South American affairs, concerning which, he said, he had for-
gotten to tell me that Lord Castlereagh had written to him that
he should be enabled to make me a confidential communica-
tion upon the subject very shortly.

3d. Mr. Bagot came to the office at one, and I gave him the
answer to the Spanish proposal for British mediation—declining
it upon the grounds stated in the memorandum which I drew
up and read at the President’s yesterday. Bagot professed to
be very well satisfied with the reasons which I gave him for
declining, the principal of which was the tendency which we
apprehended it might have to excite ill will and irritation in the
minds of our people against Great Britain herself. I touched
as lightly as I could, but very explicitly, on the opinion against
us so recently and repeatedly expressed by the British Gov-
ernment. He said that although we declinéd the mediation,
if there should occur any occasion upon which Great Britain
could do any good by throwing in a word, his Government
would be happy to do it.

4th. At the President’s I met Crowninshield. The President
was alarmed at a new report which he told me had been com-
municated to him by Mr. Astor, that the Amelia Island adven-
turers intend to cruise in the track of our returning India ships
to make prize of them. In the moment of agitation at this
rumor the President had written me a note concerning it, to be
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communicated to the Secretaries of War and the Navy. I con-
sider it as a counterpart to the embargo at the Havanna. Yet.
every such report requires attention so long as it may be true.

7th. At the President’s I met Crowninshield. B. Irvine came
to the office, and brought translated extracts from letters of
Carrera to him concerning South American affairs. He told me
that Dr. Rous with Laborde was here, and Pazos from Amelia
Island, who had asked him when and how he could transmit
a memorial to the President, which would be in respectful lan-
guage. I told him it might at any time be sent to me, and I '
would immediately lay it before the President. I had sent for
Dr. Thornton, who came at one o'clock. He had stated in a
publication signed *“ A Columbian,” in the National Intelligencer
of 7th January last, that McGregor had told him last June it
was the intention of the patriots to take the Floridas from
Spain and sell them to the United States for a million and a
half of dollars, and that he had communicated this to a member
of the late Cabinet. I asked him who this was; he said Mr.
Rush. I then asked him to give me in writing the substance
of his conversations with McGregor and with Mr. Rush, which
he promised me he would, and he entered into some general
statements of his connections with South American patriots,
which have been of long standing, and in his view very im-
portant.

11th. At the President’s. I read to him a draft of part of an
answer prepared to Onis’s note, and which I propose to make
a review of the whole controversy between the United States
and Spain. The President approved what I had written, and
directed me to continue it. In the evening Everett called and
went with us to Mrs. Monroe's drawing-room. A message
from the President to Congress concerning the furniture of his
house,* published this day in the paper, produced a strange
sensation, at which the President was somewhat affected, and
spoke to me about it.

t The President's House had been burned with other public buildings by the
British forces when they occupied the city during the war. It had now been re-
built, but not suitably furnished for occupation by Mr. Monroe. Neither was the
deficiency supplied by Congress for many years.
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13th. Mr. Bassett came as Chairman of a Committee of the
House of Representatives on the Beaumarchais claim to ex-
amine papers. He said it had been reported at the Capitol that
I had refused to see him, and sent him word I was engaged ;
but he had contradicted the report. It shows.that I have
watchful encmies at the Capitol.

Dr. Thornton came, and I told him the President had directed
me to tell him that he disapproved altogether of his having
acted as an intermediate between McGregor and Mr. Rush, and

" also of his having advised McGregor to go to Mr. Bagot; that

he thought this interposition utterly incompatible with the
duties of his office, and he should have given him to under-
stand as much if he had been informed of these transactions at
the time when they occurred, which he was not. The doctor
expressed great concern that the President, for whom he said he
had the highest respect, should have disapproved his conduct.
He equivocated a little about his having advised McGregor to
go to Mr. Bagot, but ultimately did not deny the fact. He said
he was afterwards sorry for it, and had distrusted McGregor
when he found he was gone to an English island.

I referred him to his publication of 7th January in the Na-
tional Intelligencer, and the tone of censure upon the measures
of the Administration relating to Amelia Island, and implying
a charge even of duplicity in the Government on that subject.
He affected to consider that publication as referring only to the
acts of the United States naval officers there, and pretended
that he had thought they were acting without orders from the
Government.

I told him the President believed that he (Thornton) had
greatly misunderstood what Mr. Rush said in the conversation
referred to, and that a copy of his letter would be sent to Mr.
Rush, with a request that he would communicate his recollec-
tions of it. He said he had no objection to that, but he was
sure his statement was perfectly correct, for after drawing it up
he had shown it to his clerk, Elliot, and asked him if it was
not exactly conformable to what he had told Elliot at the time
of what Mr. Rush had said; that Elliot fully confirmed it, and,
if necessary, was ready to attest to it upon oath. The doctor
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asked me if I thought the President would see him in person to
explain to him the motives of his conduct. I told him I would
mention this his wish to the President, and take his directions
concerning it; that I would report to the President the expla-
nations that he had now given me; that I should do it with a
disposition friendly to him, but that in candor I ought to tell
him that my impressions in regard to his conduct in this affair
were the same as those of the President.

14th. I reported to the President this morning the substance
of my yesterday’s conversation with Dr. Thornton, and particu-
larly his request to see the President to explain verbally his
conduct to him in person. The President said he would not
see him, nor have any conversation with him upon anything,
unless it were patents, and very little upon them.

23d. I found the President unwell with a cold and cough.
At the office I found a note from him mentioning that Aury's
deputy, Pazos, had.gone to him and penetrated to his cabinet.
He referred him to the Secretary of State.

Dr. Thornton came to the office. I told him that I had
reported to the President his explanations and his request for
a personal interview, which the President had declined; also
that his opinion had not altered of the impropriety of Thorn-
ton’s conduct. The doctor first affected to consider it as refer-
ring only to his publication of 7th January in'the National
Intelligencer; said he had becn reading it over, and did not see
that there was anything in it offensive to the President, to
whom it was vexy respectful. ’

I told him the President’s disapprobation was of his trans-
actions with McGregor, and then with Mr. Rush, and his
advising McGregor to go to Mr. Bagot. He denied the fact.
I told him I had it from Bagot himself. He then said he did
not advise McGregor to go and see Bagot to talk with him
about Florida, but as a Scotchman, because his family estates
had lately been restored to him, and he hada great distrust of
McGregor as soon as he had heard he had talked with Bagot
about the Florida project.

24th. At the President’s I met Crawford. There is to be a
Cabinet meeting about Pazos's papers. While I was at the
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office, the President sent for me to call at his house aéain. It
was to ask me to call to-morrow morning for the selection and
arrangement of the papers to be communicated to Congress
respecting the South American Independents.

26th. The President read and returned to me the draft of a
letter to Onis with some alterations, and he advised me to
show it to the other heads of Departments for their advice and
remarks upon it. I took it, with the translation of Onis's
notes, to which it replies, to Mr. Calhoun, who promised to
read and return it to-morrow morning. )

27th. Morning visit at my house from Mr. Onis, the Spanish
Minister. He came to ask for an answer to his late note con-
cerning Don Diego Murphy, who, while acting as Spanish
Vice-Consul at New Orleans, was assaulted and beaten by a
Frenchman, whom the District Attorney here refuses to prose-
cute. Onis complained, also, that his own house had been of
late repeatedly insulted—windows broken, lamps before the
house broken, and one night a dead fowl tied to the bell-rope
at his door. This, he said, was a gross insult to his sovercign

-and the Spanish monarchy, importing that they were of no
more consequence than a dead old hen. But if Spain was
weak, it was ungenerous to insult her weakness, which was
owing to the unparalleled efforts she had made for the deliver-
ancc of all Europe from tyranny. I told him I hoped it was
nothing more than the tricks of some mischievous boys.

IHe said he had long been willing to think so, but was now
convinced they were deliberate outrages of the South Ameri-
cans now here. He was sure that no people of the United
States, and no person of this country, had any agency in them.
He also requested me, as the papers of our late correspondence
were to be communicated to Congress, that he might previously
sec the translation of his notes made at my office, that he might
be satisfied of their correctness, an indulgence which Mr. Mon-
roe had granted him on a former occasion.

I told him I should readily comply with his request, as I
was very desirous the translations should be such as he himself
would approve. I added, that, setting aside our official charac-
ters, I would tell him that I had directed the translations of his
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notes to be compared with the pamphlet of “ Verus,” and made
conformable to it. This “ Verus” is a pamphlet which he has
_lately published containing the whole substance of his three
long notes to me, with some additional passages insulting to
the American Government, which he dared not put into them.
He stammered something about “ Verus” not being a transla-
tion which he approved, but did not disavow the publication.

I told him I should shortly send him a long and full reply to
his notes; that we regretted he had forced us again into this
endless and useless discussion, but that my answer to him
would be complete upon every point. This led us into a long
conversation upon all the topics, in which his principal refuge
was to the * uti possidetis” of 1764.

At the President’s I met Mr. Calhoun, who returned my draft
of a note to Mr. Onis, proposing some erasures. He afterwards
called at the office, and made some further observations. The
President had sent yesterday to the office to ask me to call as I
should go home; but it escaped my memory. He sent me this
morning a note directing me to add a new paragraph to the
note to Onis concerning Amelia Island, promising to surrender
it when the danger of its being reoccupied by adventurers shall
cease. He told me this morning that he had given this direc-
tion in consequence of a conversation yesterday with Mr. Bar-
bour of the Sénate, who told him it would be necessary to satisfy
the friends of the Administration, many of whom did not con-
sider the occupation of the island as warranted by the law of
1811.

Mr. V. Pazos, the man from Amelia Island, came to my office
to ask an answer to his memorial and papers from Aury. He
asked me if Commodore Porter had spoken to me of him. He
had not. He complained of being here at heavy expense. I
told him that his papers were under the consideration of the
President, whose determination upon them I would make known
to him as soon as possible. I took the draft of my note to Mr.
Onis to Mr. Crawford for his perusal and remarks.

Mr. Correa, the Portuguese Minister, spent an hour with me
this evening. He has just returned from a visit of ten days to
Philadelphia. He says that the negotiation between Spain and
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Portugal, at Paris, will probably end in nothing; that Russia
sides with Spain, but lately Great Britain sides with Portugal ;
and he added his belief that when the Russian Minister arrives
here, we shall find him siding also against us.

28th. I made a draft of an additional paragraph for the note
to Mr. Onis according to the President’s directions, and concern-
ing Amelia Island. At the President’s I found Mr. Calhoun.
On reading the new paragraph, some alterations were directed.
Mr. Crawford returned the draft of the note to the office with-
out any remarks. I took it to Mr. Crowninshield, who read
and returned it to me, proposing several alterations and erasures,
which were accordingly made.

I had at the office Mr. Hyde de Necuville, and afterwards Mr
R. King of the Senate. The Minister came to renew applica-
tions for the restoration of a French vessel taken by Aury and
carried into Amelia Island, where it now is; for a right of
Frenchmen to pay in Louisiana no other or higher duties than
the most favored nation; for a reduction of the duties on French
wines. What was he to do? The French vessel was there at
Anmelia Island ; he was bound to take every measure for obtain-
ing restitution, If the vessel was at sea, it could be retaken by
a French frigate ; but a French frigate could not come and take
it at Amelia while in possession of the troops of the United
States.

I told him that the process from the Courts of the United
States did not extend to Amelia Island. Of course we could
not try the question of French property or not unless the
vessel should come or be brought within our jurisdiction.

Well, but what was he to do? He had been offered to have
the vessel given up, for a trifle, but that was not consistent with
the dignity of the crown. As to Aury, if they caught him they
would hang him, for he was a subject of the King of France,
and had thus been robbing French subjects of their property.

I told him that by refusing to reccive restitution of the
property on a principle of dignity he had been more scrupulous
than Mr. Onis, who was very desirous of recovering a much
larger property, taken in the same manner, by an accommoda-
tion. But if he must resort to Governments and jurisdictions
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in this case, I could only refer him to the sovereign of Aury,
who he told me was the King of France; or to the Governor of
East Florida, of which Amelia Island was a part. As to the
pretension that the French should be admitted into the ports
of Louisiana upon a footing different from that of other nations,
I should receive with due consideration anything that he might
think proper to write me on that subject, but our principles were
so settled, I did not think any alteration could result from it.

He hinted that he could bring a very strong argument to
bear against us upon that point, but intimated that if we would
be more compliant with regard to the wines, that might recon-
cile his Government better to the refusal in the other case. I
told him that the President, the Secretary of the Treasury, and
myself were all in favor of his wish in respect to the diminu-
tion of the duties upon French wines, and he desired me to see
and converse with Mr. Lowndes, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, concerning it. He also enquired if
I had yet any answer from the Governor of Georgia about the
Frenchmen drawn as militia-men at Savannah. I had not.

The conversation that I had with Mr. King was of a general
nature, upon the state and prospects of our political relations
with all the European powers, particularly Spain and England.
He gave me no particular intimation of his own views upon
these subjects, but I inferred from the tenor of his conversa-
tion that he did not disapprove the course which the President
has determined to pursue.

March 2d. At the President’'s I met Mr, Crawford, and en-
quired if he had any remarks to make on my draft of a letter
to Mr. Onis. He said he had some, but had reserved them for
the general Cabinet meeting, at which he had expected it would
be considered. The President had told me it would be suffi-
cient to give it separately to each of the heads of Departments
for examination and remark, without submitting it to a Cabinet
meeting. Now, however, he directed a meeting for that pur-
pose, to-morrow at noon, and, at my request, the answer to be
given Mr. Pazos is also to be then considered.

3d. I went to the President’s at noon, where there was a full
Cabinet meeting. My draft of a note to Onis was read and
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discussed; many further alterations suggested, many pas-
sages struck out, and one considerable omission noticed by
Mr. Crawford. It was on a topic which had been so com-
pletely discussed at Aranjuez that I had omitted it merely to
avoid useless repetition. But Mr. Crawford thought that this
paper ought to contain a complete exposition of our whole
controversy with Spain, and that no essential part of our argu-
ment ought to be omitted, even if it was contained in previous
papers. I acquiesced in this opinion, though the President
thought that the addition of one or two sentences would
be sufficient. There was also some consideration about the
answer to be given Mr. Pazos, and it was finally determined
that I should draft a written answer, to be considered by the
President.

sth. Mr. Walsh® sent me another paper that he has prepared
on the affair of Amelia Island, and afterwards called himself.
There were several passages which .I thought questionable,
and which he will publish or omit, as he thinks proper. He
gave me to understand beforc he began them, that he intended
to write and publish on the subject in support of the Presi-
dent’'s measures, and has sent me all the papers in manu-
script before they were published. 1 have marked a very few
passages in the former papers, and several in this one, as taking
views of the subject different from mine. He has hitherto
altered or omitted the passages which I have marked.

6th. Mr. Correa spent an hour with us this evening, and told
me that he had received instructions from his Government to
make representations concerning the capture of three Portu-
guese vessels by these pirating privateers. He said there was
a great mass of documents with them to which he should only
refer, as being ready to produce them, if required, and he hoped
a conciliatory answer would be given him—something about
the American interests, to keep the mind of his King inclined
to remain in America according to the system which was
always maintained by the late Count de Baroa (Araujo). I

* Robert Walsh, one of the best writers of this period, afterwards for many years

editor of the National Gazette, of Philadelphia, and subsequently Consul-General
in France,
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promised him as favorable an answer as I should be able to
give on receiving the note.

12th. I called upon Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of War. He
thinks the vote upon thé South American independence ques-
tion in the House of Representatives will be very strong in
support of the course pursued by the Administration. I am not
quite so confident. The vote on Pazos’s memorial yesterday
was one hundred and twenty-four to twenty-eight. Sergeant
asked me last evening if there would be any objection to a
call from the House for the papers addressed by Pazos to the’
Executive. I mentioned it this morning to the President, who
said he had no objection to communicate them at all.

17th. Found Mr. Crawford at the President’s with Mr. Hay
and Mr. J. J. Monroe. The President has a fever, and is con-
fined to his chamber. We were again requested to postpone
seeing him upon business till to-morrow. I had prepared a
report upon the issue of the negotiation in the Netherlands,
which the President had approved, and with which he was to
have sent a message to Congress, but Mr. Crawford thought,
upon consultation with General S. Smith, that it would be
better to assume a broader principle, and offer the abolition of
all discriminating duties to every European nation that will do
the same. Mr. Crawford had made a draft of a bill to that
effect, in three sections, which he showed to me, and afterwards
to Crowninshield, who came in. We had some loose discussion
upon it, to be resumed if the President can attend to business
to-morrow. There was also sdme talk about the Society for
the Colonization of Blacks, of which Crawford is a member,
and Vice-President, and at which he laughed heartily. He
told me that Clay was endeavoring to make my letter to Onis
ridiculous, and that a ‘tremendous storm would burst upon
me about the affair of Amelia Island. Crowninshield had
- letters from Amelia Island, saying that Aury had left it with

two vessels. '

18th. Walking this morning to the President’s, I met Mr.
Bagot, who turned and walked with me. He told me that he
had received letters from Admiral Milne, commanding on the
Jamaica station, informing him that he had issued orders
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similar to those of last year, to seize all American vessels which
may be found fishing within the British jurisdiction, and that
he could not take upon himself the responsibility of counter-
acting those orders. He had been promised a proposal from
us ever since last May, and had received none yet.

I told him that the President’s illness had prevented it; that
upon full enquiry it had been found that we could not safely
accept any particular limited bounds for fishing-grounds, because
the fish resorted at different times to different places; that Lord

" Castlereagh had promised me he would direct certain statements
to be furnished to us upon which we might have founded pro-
posals, which was not done; that he should have counteracted
Admiral Milne’s order, because the Judge at Halifax had decided
last year that those seizures were unlawful without an act of
Parliament ; that I was afraid we should have to fight for this
matter in the end, and I was so confident of our right, I was
for it.

He said the correctness of the Judge's decision was very
doubtful ; that Great Britain had gone as far in this affair to
accommodate us as she could go, and he thought would do
nothing further, &c. He thanked me for having set Mr. Onis
right in my note to him about British mediation, and said Onis’s
statement of the case must have been a wilful misrepresentation.

At the President's, we saw him in his bed-chamber. Met
there Mr. Crawford, who, upon reflection, has concluded not to
press his bill for the repeal of all discriminating duties, but to
leave it on the foundation of niy report, and so that Congress,
if they choose to go further, may do it of their own movement.
The President asked me to draft a message for him to send in
with my report.

Lee came to give me a hint on a very ridiculous affair, but
which shows how I am situated. My office of Secrctary of
Statc makes it the interest of all the partisans of the candidates -
for the next Presidency (to say no more) to decry me as much
as possible in the public opinion. The most conspicuous of
these candidates are Crawford, the Secretary of the Treasury,
Clay, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and De
Witt Clinton, Governor of New York. Clay expected himself
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to have been Secretary of State, and he and all his creatures
were disappointed by my appointment. He is therefore coming
out as the head of a new opposition in Congress to Mr. Monroe's
administration, and he makes no scruples of giving the tone to
all his party in running me down. On the publication of the
concluding part of my late letter to Onis, he went about the
House of Representatives showing and sneering at a passage
where it is said that the United States, after waiting thirteen
years for justice from Spain, could, without much effort, wait
somewhat longer. Clinton’s party operate in another way.
There was published lately in the National Advocate, a New
York newspaper in opposition to Clinton, a letter purporting to
be from an agent of Clinton’s to another named Asahel Clark,
and detailing a journey of intrigue in the State of Vermont to
secure partisans in favor of Clinton. The letter is signed E.
W. Robinson. Clark, who is a real personage, and now at
Washington, has published repeated disavowals of having ever
been engaged in any such transactions, and certificates that
there is no such person in Vermont as E. W. Robinson. The
letter appears, therefore, to be a forgery, and the Clintonians
turn it back as a battery against the National Advocate and its
editor, M. M. Noah.

Lee’s visit to me was to tell me that it was whispered about
that Noah had received a letter franked by me, and that it was
to advise him to say no more about the Robinson letter. The
remarkable part of this affair is that Noah did actually receive
lately a letter from me, which was to call upon him to refund
to the Government of the United States a sum of one thousand
dollars, which Noah, upon being recalled from Tunis as Consul
of the United States there, had left due for two years’ house-
rent, and which Mr. Shaler, upon his late visit to Tunis, found
himself bound to pay from the public moneys. :

On these facts, I observe three things: 1. The espionage of
Clinton’s partisans, discovering the fact that Noah had received
a letter franked by me. '

2. Their suspicious inference that a letter to Noah, franked
by me, must relate to the Robinson letter.

3. Their policy in circulating a report founded on this false
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inference, that I am intriguing underhandedly against Clinton,
and had some concern in the publication of the Robinson letter.

Of Crawford's rivalry I have yet had no other evidence than
what has seemed to me a sort of effort to differ from me in
opinions concerning the important measures to be pursued by
the Administration, and a disposition to impress upon my mind
every particular of Clay’'s operations against me.

When Everett was here, he asked me if it would not be
advisable to expose Clay’s conduct and motives in the news-
papers, to which I answered very explicitly in the negative. He
also asked me if I was determined to do nothing with a view
to promote my future election to the Presidency as the suc-
cessor of Mr. Monroe. I told him I should do absolutely
nothing. He said that as others would not be so scrupulous, I
should not stand upon equal footing with them. I told him
that was not my fault—my business was to serve the public to
the best of my abilities in the station assigned to me, and not
to intrigue for further advancement. I never, by the most dis-
- tant hint to any onc, expressed a wish for any public office,
and I should not now begin to ask for that which of all others
ought to be most freely and spontaneously bestowed.

Mr. De Neuville's visit was to speak upon various subjects
. concerning which he has written to me—Lawrence Haff, Le
Gros, the French vessels carried to Amelia Island, but es-
pecially the expedition of the Lallemands, who, he says,
have arrived at New Orleans, and of their associates, who have
landed at Galveston. He says Onis has protested to him upon
his honor that'he knows nothing of them or their project.

I told him he might rely upon it that Onis did know some-
thing of them. He said that as they were Frenchmen, and
most of them might return to France if they chose, it would
be equally displeasing to his Government whether their projects
were against the United States or Spain.

Mr. Sergeant spent a couple of hours with me this evening.
The subject of the Neutrality IL.aws is before Congress. Mr.
Clay pushes for the repeal of laws which trammel the means
of giving aid to the South American revolutionists, and there
is no member of the House of Representatives friendly to the
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Administration who has spirit and ability and mastery of the
subject adequate to withstand him. The federalists hitherto
have taken little or no share in the debate.

21st. Mr. Walsh called upon me this morning; he proposed
to me to write further on the South American and Amelia
Island questions, but his views do not exactly accord with
mine. He is one of the ablest and most powerful writers in this
country, but, like many other ingenious men, has annihilated
his own influence by the prejudices that he has adopted and
maintained.

22d. Mr. Forsyth, Chairman of the Committee of Foreign
Relations, called upon me. He came to ask for the Committee
a communication of the papers that have passed relative to
the proposed mediation of England between the United States
and Spain, and also of what passed between Lord Castlereagh
and me respecting Florida. Forsyth told me the Committee
had it in contemplation to propose a bill authorizing the Pres-
ident to take possession of East Florida, and asked me if I
should have any objection to it. I told him, personally, none,
If Congress chose to assume that attitude with Spain and en-
counter its responsibility, so far as I should have to share it as
a member of the Administration, I was prepared for it. “But,”
I added, “ for the sense of the Administration, you must ask the

“opinion of the President, not mine. I believe the President’s
opinion is not in favor of that measure.” He said he had seen
the President, and found him averse to it, but he should never-
theless be disposed to present it.

The Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Relations has
always been considered as a member in the confidence of the
Executive, and Mr. Forsyth acted thus at the last session.
The President has hitherto considered him as perfectly confi-

~dential, and ‘directed me to communicate freely to him the

documents concerning foreign affairs, particularly those with

Spain, which I have done. Early in the course of the session

of Congress I observed a paragraph circulating in the news-
papers, intimating that the Chairman of the Committee of For-
eign Relations was destined to a mission abroad, and Prussia

L

/,

was specially named as the Court to which he would be ac- -

VOL. IV.—§
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credited. Mr. Clay, who has been marshalling his forces for a
system of regular opposition to Mr. Monroe’s Administration,
in sneering hints and innuendoes, has been continually sting-
ing Forsyth, as if he were a dependent tool of the Executive.
Forsyth is a man of mild, amiable disposition and good talents,
but neither by weight of character, force of genius, nor keenness
of spirit at all able to cope with Clay. He has suffered him-
self to be goaded by Clay not only into disavowals of any
subserviency to the views of the Executive, and to declarations
in the face of the House that he did not care a fig for the
Administration or any member of it, but into the humor of
proposing measures which the President utterly disapproves.
From mere horror of being thought the tool of the Executive
he has made himself the tool of Clay’s opposition. To mani-
fest his independence he has given broad hints of an intention
to propose measures of actual hostility against Spain, and now
is so far committed that he cannot withdraw from them.

I told him that nothing had passed in writing on the subject
of the mediation, but that, if it was desired, the substance of my
conversations with Lord Castlercagh would be communicated
to the Committee.

I .had some conversation with Mr. Hyde de Neuville, in
‘which (as he began to talk about the hatred of the people of
this country to the House of Bourbon) I told him we knew
that at the first restoration of Louis XVIII. there had been a
deliberation of his Council whether they should not declare
war against the United States. Mr. De Neuville appeared to
.be much offended at this, and, in going away, marked it so
-strongly that Walsh was much struck with his manner, and
.spoke to me of it. I made light of it. De Neuville is a man
-of quick passions and humors, rather sudden than lasting.

23d. On calling this morning at the President’s, I found him
in great agitation at having learned Forsyth’s intcntion to
bring forward the motion for authorizing the President to take
possession of East Florida. He had but just learned the sallies
that Forsyth has indulged himself in before the House of
Representatives to show his independence of the Executive.
He had requested Mr. Crawford to see Forsyth and dissuade
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him from his proposed motion. Mr. Crawford came in while
I was there. He had been with Forsyth, but without success.
But Crawford said the other members of the Committee of
Foreign Relations would not support Forsyth. The President
desired him to see Mr. Barbour, who is one of the members of
the Committee, and request him to call at the President's this
evening. He said Forsyth’s project would be war, and if such °
a bill should be presented to him by Congress, he would not
sign it: he should prefer of the two to acknowledge the inde-
pendence of the Colonies.

24th. Mr. H. Nelson, of the House of Representatives, came

-to the office to enquire if the messages to Congress, with
the documents relating to South America, and those relating
to Amelia Island, were ready to be sent in, and was exceed-
ingly urgent that they might be sent to-morrow by twelve
o’clock, because Mr. Clay was to make his motion and speech
to-day. He (Nelson) had asked Clay to postpone it for one
or two days for the documents to be sent in, but Clay had
refused.

Mr. Clay came out this day with part of his great opposition
speech. He moved, in the General Appropriation bill, an appro-
priation of eighteen thousand dollars for an outfit and a year’s
salary for a Minister to the Government of Rio de la Plata.
This was merely a mode of proposing a formal acknowledg-
ment of that Government. He spoke upon it this day about
an hour, and is to finish his speech to-morrow. )

25th. This morning I received a note from the President,
requesting me to call upon him and assist him in collecting the
papers to be sent in with his messages. I went accordingly,
and, after stopping a few minutes at his house, proceeded to
the office, and sent him the papers for two messages to Con-
gress, the one relating to South America, and the other sup-
plementary documents relating to the occupation of Amelia
Island. Two other messages were also sent in this day—one
concerning the Seminole war, and the other upon the expenses
of the Ghent Treaty commissions.

Mr. G. W. Campbell, a Senator from Tennessee, came to the
office, and had some conversation with me concerning the
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South American questions, and the Neutrality bill; but we
were interrupted, and he told me he would call another day.

26th. At the President’s I met Crawford. He and Crownin-
shield want to order one of the public armed vessels into
Chesapeake Bay, to be on the watch against smuggling and
those piratical privateers; but they are afraid of incurring the
odium of opposing the patriots, and so Crawford had the
notable project of procuring from me a demand that the ad-
mission' of foreign armed vessels should be confined to certain
ports. This was merely and avowedly to procure my signature
to be shown in public, as responsible for the measures adverse ’
to the South American patriots. I met yesterday in the
Avenue Hyde de Neuville and Ten Cate. Hyde affected not
to stop and speak to me.

27th. I received yesterday a French note from a person call-
ing himself Joseph Antinori, requesting me to appoint a time
when I could receive him, for which I appointed this morning
at ten o'clock. He came, and, with a mysterious tone and
manner, told me that his family name was really Antinori, but
that he was the Duke de Brindisi, a Neapolitan; that he had
arrived about a month since, at Philadelphia, whither he should
immediately return and embark for Europe. He came upon a
secret mission fram one of the greatest Ministers of State of
the age—from Prince Metternich, the Austrian Prime Minister.
He came to tell me that a treaty was concluded two years ago
at Rome, between Austria and England, entirely secret, signed
by Lord Stewart for England, and by Mr. Lebzeltern for
Austria, against Russia; that in consequence of that treaty,
and of the projects of Russia, which it was intended to coun-
teract, the European powers were preparing for war, which
would soon break out; that Baron Tuyll would very shortly
arrive here as Russian Minister (we know that Tuyll’s destina-
tion is changed, and that Poletica is coming in his stead); that
he would come with many compliments and fair words and
cajoleries, and would make propositions to us to take side
with her in the war; that he himself was instructed to come
here, and by indirect means to seek and obtain my acquaint-
ance, to sound my opinions, and those of the Government and
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public here, but he had preferred coming to the point at once.
He had therefore asked an interview with me, and he was
charged to enquire if the United States were favorably in-
clined to receive propositions from Austria to take a part in
this alliance against Russia, or whether they would determine
to remain neutral; that as propositions would certainly be
made to us by the Russian Minister, he, on his part, was in-
structed to say that if we would join in the alliance of Austria
and England, one object of which would be to break up the
Russian settlements on the northwest coast of America, Aus-
tria would engage to secure to us an establishment in the
Mediterranean, which we had been desirous of obtaining.

I told him I should report to the President the substance of
his communication, but he must be aware the President would
enquire if he had produced any evidence of his being authorized
to make it. He would not require a formal letter of credence,
but something to show his authority would be indispensable.

He said that hereafter he had no doubt he should be regu-
larly accredited, and ‘would spin out into forty notes what he
had now disclosed in a quarter of an hour, but that the manner
of the Austrian Government was to begin by suggestions of
unaccredited agents, and if they found their propositions.were
acceptable, to pursue the object further.

I told him that it would not be necessary for him to come to
me again for'an answer; that the Austrian Goverhment might
be sure any proposal coming from them would be received
and considered with all the respect due to them, but no answer
whatever could be given to anything proposed by a person
totally unaccredited.

He said he should return to-morrow towards Philadelphia,
and in a few days embark for Europe. But, as some notice
might be taken of his having been in conference with me, there
was another subject which he wished to give out as his motive
for obtaining it. He then presented me a paper containing a
petition for a grant of lands to Italian emigrants; also for a
privilege to set up and carry on a lotto lottery, engaging to
" pay an annuity, and to furnish a frigate of forty guns, ready
built and equipped, six years successively, for the privilege.
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I told him that every application for a grant of lands must
be made to Congress, and that for a lottery, to the State Legis-
latures.

He finally asked if he might report to the Austrian Govern-
ment that if they thought proper to accredit him to the United
States there would be no personal objection to him on the part
of this Government.

I told him that, not having the honor of any personal acquaint-
ance with him, and presuming that he was equally unknown to
the President, there could be no personal objection to him as
an official agent of Austria, if she should think proper to accredit
him.

He then left me, in doubt whether to consider him as an im-
postor or a lunatic. I had afterwards some slight suspicions
that he might be an emissary from Daschkoff, to entrap the
Executive of the United States, at least so as to countenance a
charge of having listened to proposals hostile to Russia.

28th. At the President’s this morning I had the voluminous
dispatches from G. W. Erving, at Madrid, and from Worthing-
ton and Halsey, at Buenos Ayres, to read. But the President,
though convalescent, is yet so weak that he declined hearing
them wholly read, and asked me to state the substance of them
to him. When I told him that Worthington, one of the informal
agents sent to South America to collect information, had been
concluding a, treaty there, he said, with quick and irritated
tone, “ Dismiss him instantly. Recall him| Dismiss him! Now,
to think what recommendations that man had! Dismiss him at
once, and send him the notice of his dismission by every pos-
sible channel. Send it to Halsey, though Halsey himself is
recalled. However, the Commissioners when they arrived there
will have set all right.”

But the subject which seems to absorb all the faculties of his
mind is the violent systematic opposition that Clay is raising
against his Administration. Clay appears to have made up his
account to succeed Monroe in the Presidency, and supported
his election in the expectation of being appointed Secretary of
State. In this he was disappointed, and though offered the
War Department, declined accepting it, and from that moment
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formed the project of rising upon the ruin of the Administra-
tion. He therefore took opposition ground upon all the cardinal
points of policy taken by the President, but most especially upon
the constitutional question concerning internal improvement,
and upon South American affairs. On the Amelia Island affair,
at the very outset of the session of Congress, he pronounced
himself against it, and, as one of his own Kentucky papers
stated, broke ground within battering distance of the message.
From that day to this he has been indefatigable in every private
company where he has been, in expressing disapprobation of
that transaction, and of the mission to South America.

The President told me that last evening a member of the
Senate came to him and asked him if at the Cabinet meetings
before the commencement of the session of Congress the
determination was taken not to acknowledge the Government
of Buenos Ayres, professedly to the end that Congress might
take the lead in this measure. And this was now enquired
obviously with a view to justify the present conduct of Mr.
Clay. The President answered that at that time the questions
were proposed whether the Executive was competent to ac-
knowledge the independence of Buenos Ayres, and, if so,
whether it was expedient; that it had been concluded the
Executive was competent; but that it was not expedient to
take the step without the certainty of being supported in it by
the public opinion, which, if decidedly favorable to the measure,
would be manifested by measures of Congress. Mr. Monroe
added, if Mr. Clay had taken the ground that the Executive
had gone as far as he could go with propriety towards the
acknowledgment of the South Americans, that he was well
disposed to go further if such were the feeling of the nation
and of Congress, and had made his motion with that view, to
ascertain the real sentiments of Congress, it might have been
in perfect harmony with the Executive. But between that and
the angry, acrimonious course pursued by Mr. Clay there was
a wide difference.

3oth. Mr. Lowndes, the Chairman of the Committee of Ways
and Means, came to make enquiries about certain appropriations.
There is an objection against an appropriation for the mission
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to South America, upon the principle that the Commissioners
ought to -have been nominated to the Senate. Mr. Clay's
" motion for an appropriation for an outfit and year's salary for a
Minister to the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata was rejected
in the House on Saturday, by a vote of one hundred and fifteen
to forty-five. The President sent to the office to ask me to call
upon him as I returned home, which I did. It was to consult
with me upon instructions to be given to Mr. Gallatin, Mr.
Rush, and Mr. Erving in relation to Spanish and South Amer-
ican affairs. He had at first inclined to accept the proposal, if
it should be made to us by the European powers, of joining in
the proposed mediation between Spain and her Colonies. But
now he thinks we ought to decline taking any part in it, as
our interest is to promote the total independence of the Colonies,
while the basis of the mediation is a compromise between the
claim of Spain to govern and the claim of the South Americans
to independence. He desired me to make a draft of instructions
to Mr. Gallatin to be considered in a Cabinet meeting.

April 4th, At the President’s. He mentioned to me his inten-
tions in respect to the nominations to be made before the close
of the present session of.the Senate for the foreign missions.
He proposes to send two Commissioners to Constantinople—
Mr. William Lowndes, the present Chairman of the Committee
of Ways and Means, and General S. Smith, of Baltimore, with
powers to negotiate a treaty—Mr. Lowndes to remain there,
and General Smith to return by the way of Naples and make
a further attempt to negotiate for the claims upon that Govern-
ment, which were the object of Mr. W. Pinkney’s mission. For
the mission to Russia he proposes to nominate G. W. Camp-
bell, now a Senator from Tennessee. He said he did not ap-
prove the principle of appointing members of Congress to
foreign missions, but, as it had been established in practice
from the first organization of the present Government, and as
the members of Congress would not be satisfied with the oppo-
site principle, he did not think proper to make it a rule for
himself. He asked my opinion of the persons he had men-
tioned, and 1 gave it freely, notwithstanding the delicacy and
difficulty of the task.
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The President spoke of his desire to appoint some person
from the Western country to one of the highest offices of the
Government. He had informed Mr. Clay of his intention to
appoint me Secretary of State, and had offered him the War
Department, which he declined. He had also consulted him
as to his disposition, whether he would accept the mission to
England, which he had also repelled, observing that he was
satisfied with the situation which he held, and could render
more service to the public than in the other situations offered
him. The War Department had then been offered to Governor
Shelby, of Kentucky, at the urgent recommendation of Colonel
R. M. Johnson, who had expressed the opinion he would accept
it, but he declined on account of his age, his habits, and a deter-
mination that he had taken not to engage again in the public
service. Since then no character belonging to the Western
country has occurred with stronger claims to" distinction than
G. W. Campbell. There were, indeed, General Jackson, General
Harrison, and Colonel R. M. Johnson, all of whom might have
claims, but he thought none of them ought to prevail over those
of Mr. Campbell.

He passed in review the principal States of the Union; ob-
served that Massachusetts had had its share of the late diplo-
matic appointments; that there was no prominent character in
New York except Mr. King, who probably would not incline to
go abroad again, who had already received a full portion of the
honors of this description, and who now filled a station of useful-
ness and honor, in which he was highly distinguished. 1 asked
him whether the present Governor of New York had occurred
to him as a person suitable for a foreign mission. He looked
surprised, but said the Governor of New York certainly was
a very prominent character, but he believed his views were not
to a mission abroad. He would probably not accept one if it
should be offered. Pennsylvania, he said, had already two of
the missions, and Mr. Gallatin did not now appear inclined to
return home, so that as he was not for the present inclined to
bring forward any Virginian, he thought the new missions
ought to be filled from the South and the West.

I gave him my opinion with the utmost freedom and perfect
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confidence concerning all the persons whom he had mentioned.
With respect to Mr. Eustis and Mr. Russell, he was determined
they should come home. Eustis's state of health rendered it
advisable, and as to Russell, he had received as much notice
and distinction from the Government as the public opinion of
the country would tolerate. Mr. Madison had with extreme
rejuctance consented to his last return to Sweden; and at the
earnest solicitation of Mr. Clay he (the President) had acquiesced
in it, but the only public object to be accomplished by it was the
completion of the negotiation of the Commercial Treaty, which
could not take more than a month or two of time. But Mr.
Russell, instead of going directly to Stockholm, his destination,
had been amusing himself at London and Paris, and indulging
his taste for travelling at the public expense. It was time this
should cease, and he directed me to write to Mr. Russell in-
forming him very explicitly that his mission there must termi-
nate in the course of the present year.

We went and dined at Mr. Middleton’s, at Georgetown. Mr.
and Miss Crowninshield, Judge Johnson, of Louisiana, Mr. and
Mrs. G. W. Campbell, General Dickerson, and General and Mrs,
Ringgold were there. The weather having been foul, the roads
were bad. Our carriage in coming for us in the evening was
overset, the harness broken, and the boy Philip took a sprain
in the side, so that we were obliged to take him home in the
carriage. We got home with difficulty, being twice on the
point of oversetting, and at the Treasury Office corner we were
both obliged to get out of the carriage in the mud. I called
out the guard of the Treasury Office and borrowed a lantern,
with which we came home. We immediately sent for the sur-
geon nearest at hand, who came and bled Philip. It was a
mercy that we all got home with whole bones.

sth. We were interrupted by a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Che-
vallié, after which I had a long one from Colonel Forbes, who
informed me he had lately come from Amelia Island, and whom,
much to my surprise, I found to be James Forbes, brother of
the Consul at Copenhagen. I had seen the name of Forbes
among those of the mock Legislature of the Floridas, at Fer-
nandina, but without imagining it was he. Without explicitly
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informing me how or when he went there, or for what purpose,
he gave me to understand that he had been there most if not
all of the time from McGregor's taking the island until posses-
sion was taken of it by Captain Hanley and Major Bankhead.
He gave me many particulars of the proceedings of the sham
patriots under McGregor and Aury, and of the characters of the
men, confirming everything that has been said of their profli-
gacy. He says that the Mexican Congress was a vessel bought:
by Mina, at Baltimore, then called the Calypso, and that Aury
contrived to get her from Mina without paying for her; that
Aury was originally a French sail-maker—afterwards a sailor—
and lived in St. Domingo till, in 1813, he went and offered his
services to the patriots of New Granada, who gave him a com-
mission as Lieutenant in their navy. He is a man entirely
illiterate and ignorant, and his papers were written by Dr. Gual
and by a young man named Comte, who was born at Baltimore
and educated at the Jesuits’ College there, son of a St. Domingo
refugee, not more than twenty years old, of some abilities, but
habitually -addicted to intoxication. Gual was the most re-
spectable man among them, but in desperate circumstances
and having no means of subsistence. He went there from New
York, in the America Libre, in September last, and took Pazos
with him. Pazos was a printer at Buenos Ayres, banished by
the Supreme Director Pueyrredon. Murden was a South Caro-
linian, ignorant and worthless. Irwin, though a member of
the last Congress, nothing better. Mabritz, a Spanish South
Anmerican, speaking no other language. Aury had not more
than forty St. Domingo blacks with him, his recruiting there
having been stopped short. They were certainly for some time
on the point of bloodshed between the French and American
parties, which were so equally balanced that in their pretended
Legislature they were four and four, and he (Forbes) would have
been the ninth if he had accepted, but he declined. A number
of prizes had been brought in by Aury’s prizes, but by his bad
management he had got nothing by them. Heath had been
the Judge of Admiralty under McGregor, but he resigned, and
after Aury came he made Rousselin the Judge, who had been
the Collector of the Customs at Galveston.
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8th. At the President’'s. He spoke to me again of the pro-
jected missions to Constantinople and to Russia. He said Mr.
Crawford had suggested a doubt whether it would be advisable
to appoint more than one Minister for the Turkish mission,
and that both Crawford and Calhoun thought G. W. Campbell
preferable to either Jackson, Harrison, or Johnson for the mis-
sion to Russia. He said he had also spoken confidentially of
Mr. Campbell to the two Sgnators from Pennsylvania, with both
of whom he (the President) had long been intimate, and who,
though plain men, were sound and judicious men. Both ap-
proved, and strongly urged, the appointment of Campbell. He
said also, that when in Virginia last autumn, he had enquired
of Mr. Jefferson how it would suit to appoint General Jackson
to the Russian mission. His answer was, “ Why, good God|
he would breed you a quarrel before he had been there a
month!” Itold the President that as the other persons whom
he had consulted personally knew all the characters much
better than I did, I should press no further the objection to
Mr. Campbell. The President said that there was another
difficulty in the way of appointing Jackson. He was second
in command, and such a distinction conferred upon him might
seem an undue preference shown him over his superior officer,
Brown. But, as it would not be in the military line, I did not
think much of that.

gth. Met Colonel Forbes, who gave some further particulars
respecting the affairs of Amelia Island. Lavignac, he says,
was a Frenchman, who went from Baltimore, and Chapelle an
American from Connecticut, understanding neither French nor
Spanish. He told me Pazos had yesterday shown him the
supplementary documents published relating to Amelia Island,
and that in the papers furnished by Pazos there were many
incorrect statements. He said he went there himself shortly
after the death of Hubbard. T. Johnston came to solicit an
advance of five hundred dollars to enable him to go to Holland
in pursuit of a-claim upon the Government of the Netherlands.
He was two years ago appointed Consul at Calais to aid him
in the pursuit of this claim, but never repaired to his post. I
told him the control of the President over public money was
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very limited, and that the advance which he requested could
not be made. He talked of the desperation of his circum-' ,
stances, and a starving family of children. It is very difficult | »*""
to resist such applications as this; but in the public service, |

" and especially in the care of public moneys, it seems as if one
were required to have a heart of stone. I could reply nothing

to this man’s tale of distress, but I remained inflexible. He
asked me if, in case he should obtain from private resources
the means of going to Europe, I would give him instructions

to our Ministers in France and the Netherlands to befriend
him in urging his claim. I promised him I would.

1oth. At the President’s this morning I met Mr. Crawford
and Mr. Wirt. There was some conversation upon the claim
of Mr. Silsbee and others for the Algerine money. Crawford] -
was for huffing the demand, and refusing to be teased about it". g\\
Crawford would not act so in his own Department; but such .
are the mazes of the human heart. This is not the first time I .
have seen the drift of Crawford’s advice. While he is assidu- °
ously making friends to himself, he has no objection to my | |
making as many enemies to {myself as circumstances will
admit. He has not pursued this course so far as Clay, who,
with all his ardor, urged the President to let Russell go back
to Sweden as Minister, and now, in his last speech for the
Buenos Ayres appropriation, blames the Administration for
keeping Ministers at Stockholm and in the Netherlands.

I left Silsbee’s papers with the President, and asked him to
give me directions with regard to the payment of the remaining
money, having some doubt of my authority to pay it out. The
President asked me to call again as I returned home from the
office. On returning to the President's, I found he had this
morning offered to Mr. William Lowndes the choice of a mis-
sion to Constantinople or to Russia. He showed me his answer
declining both ; and he said as Congress appeared to be getting
into a querulous humor about the foreign missions, and as he
knew no other person whose nomination would carry the same
weight in its favor, he inclined rather to postpone any nomina-
tion to Constantinople for the present. ‘

I told him that I had intended this morning to suggest to

Ce
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his consideration the propriety of postponing the measure,
which, upon the perusal of a memoir which had been furnished
by General S. Smith, I had concluded would be most expedient.
The President again expressed his conviction that G. W. Camp-
bell would be the most eligible Western man to send to Russia.
I told him I should press no further any objection against him.

The President told me he had been astonished at Mr. Clay’'s
attack upon the Administration for the Swedish mission, Mr.
Clay having himself been the cause of Russell's going back.
Russell had come home with a sort of avowed determination
not to go back. But he first, through Clay, solicited some em-
ployment at home, and, finding that was not attainable, he then
was anxious to go back, and Mr. Clay became again his solicitor,
on the ground that he was the only member of the Ghent com-
mission who had not been specially noticed by distinctions, and
as there was to be further negotiation about the treaty that
Russell had made with Sweden, Mr. Madison consented that
he should go back for that service. This evening I drafted a
note to Onis on the papers left with me by Mr. Middleton.

11th. Spent the evening at Mr. Hyde de Neuville's, the
French Minister. There I learnt that the House of Representa-
tives this day passed the Counter-Navigation bill, which had
already passed the Senate with only two dissentient votes. The
majority in the House of Representatives was also very great.
I found in speaking of it to Mr. Bagot, that he felt it more
keenly than I had expected he would. He said he might now,
after the measure was fixed, say that he thought it would not
be well received in England; that it would touch their pride
and make them adhere more stiffly to their system. I told him
that pride was apt to act and counteract, and perhaps might
influence us too, but that no Government in the world under-
stood better than the British how to accommodate their pride
to their interests. He said he was fully convinced his Govern-
ment understood everything as well as any other.

14th. Mr. Onis called upon me at my house, and kept me
more than two hours in conversation upon the state of affairs
between the United States and Spain. He is about to send off
Mr. Pizarro, one of the persons attached to the mission, to
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Spain, to ask for new instructions, and offered to forward by
him any instructions for Mr. Erving. He said he had only two
days since received the leave of absence, which he had been
long soliciting, but he was instructed not to use it until the
negotiation for settling the differences between the two countries
should be concluded, an event for which the King was extremely
solicitous. It would give him extreme satisfaction if he could
be so happy as to conclude the treaty, and he wished very much
that a close alliance might be formed between the United States
and Spain. But if the President thought the treaty might with
more advantage be accomplished at Madrid, he for his part
should very cheerfully acquiesce in that arrarigement.

I told him it would be equally satisfactory to the President if
the arrangement could be made either here or at Madrid, but
that he thought it utterly useless either to write or to talk any
more upon the subject, as there never had been a negotiation
so completely exhausted, and upon which there was so little
prospect that the parties would ever come to an understanding
with each other.

He said he did not see why they should not; that he hoped
we should ultimately yield something ; that he wanted an alli-
ance between the United States and Spain; that Spain would
grant us commercial advantages, and especially anything that
would counteract the commercial tyranny of England. He said
I had opened his eyes upon the conduct of England towards
Spain, which was full of duplicity. I might be assured that
Spain had not asked the mediation of England to settle her
differences with us. Spain had made a statement to England
of the state of affairs between her and us. She had informed
England that the King had made up his mind to cede the
Floridas to us, and asked the acquiescence of England in the _
measure, having had previous engagements with England not
to cede any territories in America. England, instead of agree-
ing to the proposed cession, offered her mediation, and left it
at the option of Spain whether it should be offered here by
him (Onis) or by Mr. Bagot. He spoke with no small bitter-
ness of England and of her project of mediation in the affairs
of the Colonies; said he hoped Spain could settle the affairs
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with the colonists themselves, and without the intervention of
any mediators, and that if the United States would do anything
to come to an arrangement, Spain would secure to them com-
mercial advantages, which it was evident England wanted to
engross exclusively to herself.

But, with all these professions, Mr. Onis proposed nothing,
and pretended that the Spanish Government had always sup-
posed the river Colorado, which he had offered to take for
the boundary, was the Red River of Natchitoches, and never
imagined it was the Colorado of Texas, which they called the
river of St. Bernard, I told him that this mistake was very
extraordinary, as'the boundary in dispute was to commence
from the Gulif of Mexico, and as we knew of no maps in which
the Red River of Natchitoches was called “Colorado;” its
French name being “ Rouge,” and its Spanish name “ Roxo.”
He said “Colorado” was the Spanish word for red, and that
the river of the Natchitoches, falling into the Mississippi, fell
indirectly into the Gulf of Mexico. 1 told Mr. Onis that I
would write to Mr. Erving by his messenger.

2oth. When I called at the President’s, he said he should go
to the hall of Congress to sign the bills, which at the last day
of the session were very numerous, and it was usual for the
heads of Departments to be there with the President. He
therefore asked me to meet him there at four o’clock, and to
mention it to the Secretaries of War and the Navy, whose
offices are in the same building with mine. I accordingly saw
Mr. Calhoun, but Mr. Crowninshield was ill, confined to his
bed at his lodgings.

Mr. G. W. Campbell called at the office, and made many
enquiries relating to his mission to Russia. I went home, and
thence, at four o’clock, to the hall of Congress. The President

“was in the committee-room of the Senate. His brother and
Secretary, Joseph Jones Monroe, Mr. Crawford, the Secretary
of the Treasury, and James Barbour, a Senator from Virginia,
were with him, examining the enrolled bills ready for his sig-
nature. Mr. Calhoun, the Secretary of War, came in afterwards.
About forty bills were examined and signed. Mr. J. J. Monroe
occasionally went into each House, and announced his having
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signed bills to the House where they originated. Betweerd
eight and nine o'clock a committee of two members from each
House, Mr. Macon and Mr. King, of the Senate, Mr. Pitkin
and General Harrison, of the House of Representatives, came
and announced (Mr. Macon speaking) that they were ready -
to adjourn, if the President had no further communication to
make. He said he had none, and the two Houses immedi-
ately afterwards adjourned.

As I was walking home, Mr. King*® overtook me, and imme-
diately after, we met his carriage. He took me to my own
door. He told me the President had communicated to him the
dispatch last received from G. W. Erving, and expressed senti-~
ments on the subject entirely congenial with my own.

23d. St. George's day. Upon which I purposely dated the
Plaster of Paris Proclamation, one of the most significant acts,
though upon a very insignificant subject, that the Government
of the United States will have issued since the Declaration of
Independence. I drafted this proclamation as a proposal to
the President, without any previous communication with him
of my ideas concerning it. I read the draft to him this morn-
ing without any comment. . He made no remark upon it, but
asked me to leave it with him, that he might read it over again
before he should conclude to sign it. 1 left it with him, request-
ing him that it might bear date this day, as its operation com-
mences from the date, and ought not to be delayed; but with-
out telling him that I wished it to be dated on St. George’s day..
He sent it to me in the course of the day, approving it, without
the alteration of a word. It is a curious speculation in my
mind whether it will be felt and noticed here, in Nova Scotia,
or in England, or whether it will pass unobserved as an ordinary
proclamation. The point of the date is one of those recondite
mysteries which no human being will understand without an
explanation. The operation of our Plaster Law was purposely
made to commence on the fourth of July. This everybody
understands. Its termination upon St. George’s day will pass
unperceived.

27th. I called at Mr. Correa de Serra, the Portuguese Min-

* Rufus King, at this time one of the Senators from the State of New York.
voL. 1v.—6
(4
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ister's lodgings at Hieronimus’s, and at one o’clock met him at
the President’s, of whom he had an audience to deliver a letter
from the King of Portugal to the United States, announcing
the marriage of his son to an Austrian Archduchess. The
Abbé was dressed like ourselves, and not in the full Court
suit. He has been highly hypochondriac, and, fancying him-
self extremely ill, went off suddenly six weeks ago, first to
Baltimore, and thence to Norfolk, to consult a Portuguese
physician., He has come back as suddenly as he went, and
is going again shortly to Philadelphia. His official and cere-
monial audience was very short, but he remained afterwards
‘conversing upwards of half an hour with much good humor
and brilliancy. His conversation is delightful, and sparkling
with wit.

28th. Received while at breakfast this morning a note from
the President, appointing a Cabinet meeting at eleven o'clock,
to consider of instructions to be given to Colonel Hawkins,
the Agent to the Commission under the fifth and sixth articles
of the Treaty of Ghent. I attended at the time appointed.
Crawford, Calhoun, and Wirt were there. Crowninshield is
confined at home by sickness. The question concerning the
instructions to be given to Hawkins was discussed. This
gentleman, who is the Agent of the United States, has given
such a construction to the Treaty as would take the whole
business from the Commissioners and place it in the Agents.
Although he has been repeatedly informed that the President
is not of that opinion, he perseveres in his own, and has now
called for explicit instructions. The opinion of the meeting
this day was unanimous that the power of decision belonged to
the Commissioners, and that they have the right of executing
the duty in such manner as they think proper. Crawford in-
sisted that in that Commission there was no need of Agents,
and hinted that it was an oversight in the treaty to have
allowed any Agents. In this opinion, however, he was alone.

Mr. Wirt appeared to think more about his salary, or what
he called bread and meat for his children, than of any other
subject. There was a bill before Congress at the close of the
late session for increasing the salaries of all the heads of De-
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partments. It passed through both Houses, but fell through
by a disagreement between them upon the details. Mr. Wirt
wrote some time since to the President, urging him to recom-
mend to Congress an increase of salary for the Attorney-
General, and a clerk to be allowed him, and an office, and
various other comforts and conveniences. The President asked
Mr. Crawford and me whether we thought he ought to make
a recommendation by special message for this increase of
salary, which he said must of course include all the heads of
Departments. We both agreed that he ought not; that any
measure of Congress for that purpose should be spontaneous
on the part of Congress. Wirt, however, is much dissatisfied,
and gave some hints of resigning. He has a large family, and
cannot hold the office of Attorney-General without a sacrifice
of private practice for which the salary cannot compensate. I
think he will not hold the place long, and, although he has
opinions and prejudices not very appropriate to an Attorney-
General of the United States, the President would not easily
fill his place. He has two faults which may have an influence
in the affairs of this nation—an excessive leaning to State
supremacy, and to popular humors. He asked me to negotiate
an arrangement this day with the State of Pennsylvania about
a delinquent debtor both to the United States and the State of”
Pennsylvania. The United States Marshal took his property
in execution, and the Pennsylvania Sheriff took it from the:
Marshal. The question was now, he said, before the Supreme:
Court, and he was afraid the decision would be in favor of the:
United States. Pennsylvania was indignant at being summoned.
before the Court, and refused to appear.

I asked him what the Department of State had to do with.
the affair.. He did not know. As a delinquent debtor, I
said, his case belonged to the Treasury Department. He re--
plied that the Treasury could not relinquish the debt. “ Nor,”
said I, “ can the Department of State.” He said if the decision.
should be in favor of the United States, it would certainly stir
up a dust; which I told him we could not help.

3oth. On my way this morning to my office I met Mr. Hyde
de Neuville, the French Minister, who expressed much anxiety
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and alarm at the Frenchmen landed at Galveston under the
two Lallemands, and was much afraid there were Bonapartes.
concerned in the affair. I referred him again to Mr. Onis for
information, but he says Onis protests he knows nothing about
it. He admitted, however, that Onis had tampered with Gala-
bert—had given him money, and perhaps a letter to the Vice-
roy of Mexico; but he employed him only as a spy. But there
was a great force coming to join these people from Europe; all
spoke of it with great anxiety, and that was the great cause
of the earnestness with which they urged that our differences
with Spain may be settled. This led to various remarks and
replies, in which he manifested the wish that Spain should
cede the Floridas to us for a sum of money, that we should
leave the western boundary of Louisiana unsettled, and that
we should give up the claim for French spoliations within
Spanish jurisdiction. All this, I assured him, was out of the
question. :

At the office I had a visit from Mr. Bagot, who also spoke
as if alarmed at the Lallemand expedition to Galveston, and
said if there was a Bonaparte concerned in it, his Government
would of course consider it as deserving high attention. I
referred him to McGregor's expedition not yet abandoned; .
to the numbers of people coming out from England to join
it; to the popular disposition in England favoring the cause
of the South Americans, and to the increasing energy of that
sentiment. He has no dispatches from England later than
January. The February packet from Falmouth put back six
‘times, and finally sailed in company with that of March, which
had arrived by way of Halifax, while the other, coming by the
way of Bermuda, is not yet here. All his dispatches for two
months are on board. He spoke of general objects, concern-
ing which he has written notes and as yet received no answer;
the act for returning extra duties levied after 3d July, 1815,
‘the proclamation about the agreement concerning the arma-
ments on the American lakes; the case of Lieutenant Frazer
-drawn as a militia-man in Georgia, and the money deposited
in one of the New York judicial districts, which is withheld
from the owner, because it was adjudicated by the Court for



1818.] THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 83

the other district. I told him how all these cases stood. We
had also some slight conversation upon the subject of colonial
policy, upon which he is confident that Great Britain will not
yield.

May 1st. In the evening I had a visit from Mr. Correa, the
Portuguese Minister, with whom I had a long and not very
pleasant conversation. He said he had been much hurt by
a paragraph in yesterday’s National Intelligencer, noticing in
harsh terms the reception and ill treatment experienced by the
Congress frigate, and the neglect of our Commissioners at Rio
Janeiro. He brought me an anonymous letter to himself,
written at Savannah, last November, containing an account of
a Portuguese vessel, taken and carried to Amelia Island by the
adventurers there, and condemned as a Spaniard. And this
event he pretended had exasperated the people at Rio Janeiro
against us, and occasioned the ill treatment of our officers. As
to those up-statrs, he, said (meaning the King), there was an
affair ever since last June, which had indisposed them—mean-
ing the countenance given to Da Cruz, a man who came as
deputy from the insurgents at Pernambuco—and Count Villa
Nova, the present acting Minister for Foreign Affairs (Bezerra
having died last November), was a man of morose, uncon-
ciliatory temper, and strongly prejudiced against the United
States. '

I told him—First, that the article in the National Intel‘igencer
was not inserted from the Government, and I knew nothing of
it. I suppose it founded upon private letters. Secondly, that
the reception of the frigate and of the Commissioners had not
been friendly. Disagreeable incidents had occurred, which,
however, had been, I hoped, ultimately explained to mutual
satisfaction. Thirdly, that the Minister, Villa Nova, had made
the unwarranted and inadmissible demand that all the Portu-
guese sailors on board the Congress should be discharged.

In that, Correa said, as we never practised impressment, the
Minister, Villa Nova, was certainly wrong. This led us into
a long discussion about Spain, Portugal, South America, the
European alliance, and this country, in which, with a pretence
of confidential communication and mysterious innuendoes, he
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hinted that the European alliance had determined to take part
against the South Americans, and that Russia was to have
some great foothold on the American continent. It was ob-
vious that he had some conjectural as well as some real informa-
tion from Paris, and that he wished me to consider the South
America business as entirely settled by the European alliance.
I told him that if they thought of settling affairs of such im-
portance, and in which we have so deep an interest, without
consulting us, they must not complain if we pursued our course
concerning it without consulting them. He fully admitted
our right, but in the course of our discussion there was some-
thing like acerbity in the collision of our opinions. We parted,
however, in mutual good humor. )
3d. Mr. Correa came at ten in high spirits, and entirely
released from his terrors and his ominous conjectures about
the European alliance. He had a letter from Palmella after his
return from Paris, in February. Palmella.tells him that Fernan
Nuiiez and he have both received their full powers to arrange
the affair of Montevideo between Spain and Portugal; that he
is determined to admit only the mediation, and not the umpi-
rage, of the other European powers ; that he will agree to restore
Montevideo only on the preliminary condition that the affair
between Spain and her Colonies shall be settled either by her
acknowledgment of their independence, or by her subduing
them, of which, he says, the prospect is from day to day more
remote. He expresses much satisfaction at our occupation of
Amelia Island, and at the motives assigned in the President’s
messages for that measure. He requests Mr. Correa to send
him all the documents relating to that affair, and says they will
have great effect in justifying the occupation of Montevideo by
the Portuguese Government, showing that similar causes pro-
duced the same effects, and gave rise to measures founded on
the same principles, without co-operation, or even concert, be-
tween the two Governments. He adds that he shall return to
Paris and protract the negotiation until the meeting of the Kings,
which is to be next September, at Aix-la-Chapelle, and which
the King of Spain means to attend. There Palmella expects
that this subject will be merged in the general questions about
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South America, and that the whole will end in smoke. Correa
said he was very much gratified to find such a perfect coinci-
dence with the sentiments and opinions that I had expressed
to him the evening before last, and the more so as it was not
an official dispatch, but a friendly and confidential letter. He
had also a letter from the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Villa Nova, which shows he had been very polite and attentive
to Captain Biddle, and which speaks with much esteem of Mr.
Sumter. He is therefore entirely convinced that the unpleasant
incidents, which occurred while the Congress frigate was there,
were accidental, and that the non-introduction of our Commis-
sioners to the King was owing only to the informality of their
characters, and perhaps to avoid giving direct offence to Spain,
whose Minister, Casa Flores, had.perhaps made an extraordi-
nary stir upon the occasion. Mr. Correa told me he should go
for Philadelphia the day after to-morrow, and asked me to hold
this as his visit to take leave. '

4th. The President sent me word this morning that he had-
returned from his short tour to Virginia. When I called at his
house, I found there Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Crowninshield; Mr.
Crawford came in shortly afterwards. The dispatches from
General "Jackson were just received, containing the account of
his progress in the war against the Seminole Indians, and his
having taken the Spanish fort of St. Mark's, in Florida, where
they had taken refuge. They hung some of the Indian prisoners,
as it appears, without due regard to humanity. A Scotchman
by the name of Arbuthnot was found among them, and Jack-
son appears half inclined to take his life. Crawford some time
ago proposed ta send Jackson an order to give no quarter to
any white man found with the Indians. I objected to it then,
and this day avowed that I was not prepared for such a mode
of warfare. ' ) )

sth. Mr. Hyde de Neuville, the French Minister,-came, and
~ had again a long conversation with me, urging the settlement
of our disputes with Spain, but always hinging upon the same
points; upon which I told him that he might assure his Gov-
ernment, with the most positive certainty, that no such arrange-
ment would be made.
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7th. Mr. De Forrest was at the office. I told him that he
could not be recognized in the character of Consul-General, as
that would import a recognition of the Government of Buenos
Ayres; but if he should have any communications to make
at the Department of State, they would be received with the
same attention as if he was acknowledged; and I added that
the supposed treaty which Mr. Worthington had assumed to
make was without any authority, and had not been approved
by the President. ‘

He said it had been thought ridiculous by all the Americans
at Buenos Ayres, and done solely with a view to give himself
consequence; he would doubtless make a similar treaty in
Chili. But as a Consul from this country had been appointed
to Buenos Ayres, the Directpr Pueyrredon had thought there
would be no difficulty in receiving one. He was himself a
native citizen of the United States, and now returned to remain
here, having no intention ever to go back to South America.
-His appointment was of very little consequence, and was given
him unsolicited by him, with a view to prevent the irregularities
which had been committed by privateers under the flag of
Buenos Ayres, which the Director highly disapproved. But he
asked me whether he should exhibit his commission to me,
and whether he should make an application for the * exequatur”
in writing to receive an answer in the same manner. I said
that we had appointed many Consuls to reside at colonial
establishments; they were seldom received with those regular
titles, but were genérally allowed to act as Commercial Agents.
At Buenos Ayres, Mr. Halsey had been formally received.
This was altogether a voluntary act on the part of the Govern-
ment there, who might have declined it without offence to us.
But the Director himself, in announcing his (De Forrest's)
appointment as Consul-General, had referred to Worthington’s
treaty, which was entirely disavowed. As to writing, I thought
that would be unnecessary. It would be more consistent with
delicacy from cach party to the other that it should be thus
understood by verbal communication. 1If, however, he pre-
ferred writing, and would address a note to me, I would send
him an answer to the same effect with what I now told him.
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I asked him if his commission interfered with that of Mr.
Aguirre. He said no; Mr. Aguirre’s commission was merely
to procure arms and naval stores, and an armed vessel. He
had no authority to ask the acknowledgment of his Govern-
ment, and he knew it was not the wish of the Director to press
this Government upon that subject. But Aguirre had been
instigated here by other persons to all that he had lately done.
He then asked if there was not a demand from the Director
that Mr. Halsey should be recalled. I told him that there
was, and that Mr. Halsey had already been some time since
dismissed. There were doubts as to the President’s power to
recall an individual citizen from a foreign country; but Halsey's
commission being revoked, if the Director thought it essential
that he should be personally removed, he would, of course, be
subject to the police regulations of the country. De Forrest
asked whether he could see the President. I told him I had
no doubt he could: I would mention his wish to-morrow
morning, and had no doubt he would be received if he called
at the house.

8th. Met Mr. Crawford at the President’s. I mentioned to
the President Mr. De Forrest’s desire to see him, to which he
readily acceded.” De Forrest came again to my office, and I
had further conversation with him. - He enquired, among other
things, whether, if the Government of Buenos Ayres should
send an expedition to take possession of Florida, the Govern-
ment of the United States would take any measure to prevent
it. I told him that the same law by virtue of which possession
was lately taken of Amelia Island would apply on such a con-
tingency to the remainder of Florida. It had been in existence
ever since the year 1815, and expressly provided that ne foreign .
power could be permitted to take possession of that province,
or any part of it. The United States had a claim upon it for
indemnities which have been long due from Spain, and they
cannot suffer that it should be taken out of their hands by a
third party. :

He said the Government of Buenos Ayres had no concern
in the late transactions at Amelia Island, and were entirely
satisfied with the steps taken there by the United States. But
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the possession of a port in the Gulf of Mexico would be of
great importance to them as a means of annoyance to Spain,
and unless they could take Florida they could have no port
upon the Gulf to which their privateers could resort.

I said the law of Congress had been made without any
intention to injure the interests of Buenos Ayres, but while it
remained in force the President was bound to have it executed ;
that the Commissioners to South America had been instructed
to give every suitable explanation upon that subject, and no
doubt had done so at Buenos Ayres. Mr. De Forrest con-
cluded to leave the affair of his office as Consul-General from
the Provinces of La Plata upon the ground of verbal commu-
nications, without writing, and went from the office to the
President’s, where he was received. The President had some
conversation with him. Besides this appointment, the President
has received another letter from the Supreme Director Pueyr-
redon, announcing his appointment of General William Winder,
of Baltimore, as Deputy from the Provinces of La Plata to the
Government of the United States. Genéral Winder enclosed
this letter to the President, and seems undetermined whether
to accept or decline it. The President will answer Winder's
letter.

12th. Mr. Bagot came at two o’clock, and delivered to me
the warrant from the Prince Regent addressed to Sir John
Cope Sherbrook, the Governor-General of Canada, or in his
absence to the officer commanding in the Provinces of Nova
Scotia; reciting the substance of the report of the Commis-
sioners under the fourth article of the Treaty of Ghent, and
directing him to deliver up Moose, Dudley, and Frederick
Islands oto any person authorized on the part of the United
States to receive them. There was some question whether
this warrant should be sent to Sir J. C. Sherbrook, or directly
to Lord Dalhousie, the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia.
It was concluded that, unless the President should otherwise
direct, the warrant should be sent to Lord Dalhousie, and Mr.
Bagot promised to send a certified copy of it to Sir John C.
Sherbrook. He told me that he had received the dispatches
of two months, February and March, at once, but he had been
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disappointed in the expectation of having the communication
to make to me which had been promised by Lord Castlereagh
concerning what it was proposed to do with regard to South
America. I told him I supposed it was because nothing had
been agreed upon to be done; that it would have been agree-
able to the President to have received this communication,
particularly as we were already in possession of the answer of
Russia to the propositions made by Great Britain. He said he
had no.doubt that the delay of the communication was occa-
sioned solely by the fact that nothing had been definitively
agreed upon. He said he was likewise expressly instructed to
present the thanks of his Government to the President for the
delicacy of proceeding observed in the suppression of a para-
graph of a letter among the documents first communicated to
Congress respecting Amelia Island, in which a British officer
had stated that McGregor's expedition was really carried on
with the authority and at the expense of his Government. Mr.
Bagot said his dispatch added that it could hardly be necessary
to say that the assertions of that British officer had been totally
without foundation.

13th. At eleven o’clock I attended the Cabinet meeting at
the President’'s. He proposed several questions for consid-
eration. 1. Whether Amelia Island should, with or without
a new application from the Spanish Minister, be evacuated?
2. Whether, if the war with the Seminole Indians should come
to an end by their surrender, our troops shall evacuate Florida?
3. Whether an armed force shall be sent to visit both sides of
the coast of South America for the protection of our commerce,
and to countenance the patriots? to which was added the fur-
ther question, whether a frigate should also be sent into the
India Seas? 4. Whether a person of confidence should be sent
to Galveston to ascertain by what authority the late settlement
there has been made, and to give warning that it is the territory
of the United States? §. Whether the Ministers of the United
States in Europe shall be instructed that the United States
will not join in any project of interposition between Spain and
the South Americans which should not be to promote the
complete independence of those Provinces; and whether meas-
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ures shall be taken to ascertain if this be the policy of the
British Government, and, if so, to establish a concert with them
for the support of this policy? 6. Whether any measures shall
be taken with regard to the renewal of the commercial Conven-
tion of 3d July, 1815, with Great Britain?

All these points were discussed without much diversity of
opinion upon any of them. It was agreed that neither Amelia
Island nor Florida should be evacuated for the present. As
to sending an agent to Galveston, nothing definitive was de-
termined. There were incidental questions with regard to
the kind of agent to be sent, whether ostensible or secret, and
from which of the Departments. No positive decision was
made, .

The point upon which there appeared the most variety of
opinion was on the instructions to be given to our Ministers
abroad concerning the Spanish and South American quarrel.
I thought that instead of one general circular instruction, there
should be different instructions given, and a different course pre-
scribed to different Ministers, and particularly that no proposal
should be made to Great Britain for concerted measures with
her to promote the independence of South America. First,
because it would be a departure from neutrality. Secondly,
because Great Britain, though she will readily acquiesce in the
South American Independence, will cautiously avoid having
the appearance of supporting it; and thirdly, because she
would at once decline our overture, and make it an engine
to injure us with the other European powers,

Finally, the President directed me to make drafts of instruc-
tions to Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Rush, and Mr. Campbell for his con-
sideration. There was some conversation upon the warrant for
the delivery of the Passamaquoddy Islands, and question to
whom it should be sent, which was not settled.

At the President’s request we all went out with him and
viewed the -ground where they have begun digging for the
foundation of one of the new Executive offices., We all agreed
that the place where they have begun is not well chosen, and
that another should be selected. But the opinions differed,
whether the new sites should be parallel to the present build-
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ings, or at right angles with them. It was three o’clock when
I returned to my office.

15th. When I came to the office I found Mr. Bagot already
there. He came to make the proposals already broached by
Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Rush; stating that with regard to
the slaves carried away from the United States by British offi-
cers after the late peace, the British Government accepted the
proposal made by that of the United States, to refer the ques-
tion of construction of the treaty which has arisen upon it to

" the arbitration of a friendly sovereign. But it was thought ad-
visable to take, as a previous measure, the course of the Treaty
in regard to other questions between the parties, and to refer
the question to Commissioners mutually chosen. At the same
time it was wished to take the opportunity for settling another
and the only remaining question of boundary between the
two countries, namely, that of the line from the northwest
corner of the Lake of the Woods westward. It had been left
undetermined at the Treaty of Ghent, though it was known
that the line of the Treaty of 1783 was a nullity, and the Treaty
of 1794, by which some provision was made for the difficulty,
no ‘longer existed. And as our settlements westward were on
both sides pushing on very rapidly, it was very desirable that
the present favorable moment should be taken for coming to an
arrangement of the question, which it was proposed to do also
by the means of Commissioners.

I observed to him that there was a third question which had
also been suggested by Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Rush, that re-
lating to Columbia River. He said he considered it as involved
in the other. And he further observed that his Government
had been a little hurt at learning from him of the Ontario
having been dispatched to take possession of the mouth of Co-
lumbia River without giving notice to him of the measure;
that his Government in the fullest and most explicit manner
admitted the obligation of restoring any post which had existed
there at the commencement of the late war, under the authority
of the United States; that on receiving information of the On-
tario expedition, immediate orders had been issued from the
Lords of the Admiralty to prevent any collision in the execu-
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tion of the Ontario’s orders; that no resistance should be made
against them; but he was instructed to add that the ‘British
Government did not admit the validity of our title to that
territory. ’

I told him that although I was here when the Ontario sailed,
the measure had been determined upon before I came ; that I
should inform the President of the substance of his communica-
tion, but in the mean time I could assure him that the omission
to give him notice of the object of that expedition was not from

—{"any intentional ‘concealment, but altogether in consequence of
the answer given by Mr. Baker when, in 1815, the restoration
of that post had been demanded by Mr. Monroe, which was,
that the American post at the mouth of the Columbia River,
taken by the British during the war, had not been occupied
by them, but immediately abandoned ; that concluding thence
that there was no British post there, the Ontario had been sent
with instructions to persons on board merely to resume the
possession of the United States; and, as it was expected that
no British post would be found there, it had not occurred that
there was any occasion to give notice of the expedition to him
or his Government. :

He said he was entirely satisfied with this explanation,
which he was sure would be equally satisfactory to his Gov-
ernment, A

I said that no force was intended to be used in the execution
of this service. The officers charged with it were instructed,
if they should find any settlement there, and any opposition
made to their taking possession, not to commit any act of
hostility or force. He said no resistance would be made. I
told him that we 'had no thoughts of making war at present
for the empire of Astoria, but, with regard to the title, we had
not only that settlement actually established before the late
war, but a purchase of a large tract of the country made from
the Indians in the year 1787, more than thirty years since.
He said he had never heard of that before.

. I told him I was not aware of any material objection that
there would be to referring those subjects to Commissioners,
unless it should be the dissatisfaction which has been mani-
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fested in Congress at the slowness and expensiveness of the
commissions now-in operation. But there were other subjects
to be arranged between the two countries: there were the
fisheries; the renewal of commercial arrangements to meet the
expiration of the Convention of 3d July, 1815 ; the additional
articles. proposed by Lord Castlereagh, and, I hoped, some
further liberal provision with regard to the West India trade
—a hope that I the more freely indulged after seeing Lord
Castlereagh’s speech, in February last, in answer to Mr.
Lyttleton’s questions on the Slave-trade Abolition Treaty with
Spain. He said those remarks of Lord Castlereagh had been
generally and much applauded everywhere in England.

With regard to the Convention of 1815, the impression of
many of the merchants among us here was, that its operation
was disadvantageous to us, and to the advantage of Great
Britain. Yet I beiieved, rather than incur the greater evil of
setting the whole business afloat again, of reviving the dis-
criminating duties on both sides, and letting loose all the
petty fractious regulations so troublesome to the merchants,
we should be willing to agree, at all events, that the duration
of the Convention should be prolonged for some years; but
if Great Britain objects to that, and prefers that the Convention
should be permitted to expire, it will be necessary to give
notice of it very soon, that the merchants may be prepared
accordingly.

To all this Mr. Bagot fully agreed. As to the fisheries, he
said, he regretted very much not having received from us the
proposal that had been promised him, as now the Legislature
of Nova Scotia had taken up the subject. They were address-
ing the Crown, and although their influence might not be very
great, yet it must always be something.

I said I hoped they would not listen to the Nova Scotia
Legislature, who suffered their temper to run away with their
interest. They had found themselves compelled to repeal
their plaster laws, and now took up the fisheries by way of
avenging themselves. If they were suffered to have their
way, they would make perpetual war between Great Britain
and the United States.
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He said that was very true, but that we did not seem to
think the complaints of the great inconveniences suffered by
the British, in consequence of our fishermen frequenting their
coast, were well founded.

I said we knew very well there was the inconvenience of
competition. Their fishermen would be better satisfied if they
had the whole coast to themselves. This was an old incon-
venience, which had always existed’ when the fishery was
common to the French and English. The competition also
sometimes gave rise to quarrels between the fishermen of the
different nations. That was an inconvenience, but it did not
affect the question of right.

He said he alluded to the opportunities aﬂ'orded for smug-
gling. I said there might have been something in that at one
particular period of time before the late war, when large Ameri-
can ships went there and took cargoes for Europe—a state of
things which probably would never happen again. Our fishing
vessels now, and in all ordinary times, were small, without car-
goes, frequenting chiefly a desert coast, where there could be
no smuggling. I thought there was very little cause for such
complaint now. The case of one of our vessels seized last
summer at St. Andrew’s, about which I had written to him,
showed there was much more suspicion than real smuggling
on that coast. As to the proposal which was to have beén’
made to the British Government, and which had hitherto been
delayed, its postponement had been owing to difficulties which
had been discovered since it was promised. It was founded
on the principle of assuming a range of coast within given
latitudes for our fishermen to frequent, and abandoning the
right to fish for the rest. But the fish themselves resorted at
different times to different parts of the coast, and a.place
which might be selected as very eligible now, might be, in
the course of four or five years, entirely deserted. For my
own part, I had always been averse to any proposal of accom-
modation. I thought our whole right, as stipulated by the
Treaty of 1783, so clear that I was for maintaining the whole,
and if force should be applied to prevent our fishermen from
frequenting the coast, I would have protested against it, and
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reserved the right of recovering the whole by force whenever .
we should be able. It had, however, beeh determined other-
wise here, and a proposal had been promised. Perhaps we
should ultimately offer to give up the right of drying and
curing on the shore, and reserve the whole right of fishing.

He said that, whatever was done, he hoped to hear from me
again soon upon this and the other subjects of this interview.

16th. I read over the dispatches received from R. Rush,
with a view to prepare answers to them. The President
returned me the draft of the dispatch to Mr. Gallatin, with
some alterations. He also directed me to sce Mr. G. Graham
and enquire if he would go to Galveston and ascertain the
object of the recent lodgment by the Frenchmen under Lalle-
mand, and to warn thein that they are upon the territory of
the United States. He proposes at the same time to send a
secret agent to Pensacola, to watch 'the movements there,
particularly with’ regard to the illicit introduction of slaves
from thence into the United States.

1gth. Finished a draft of a dispatch to R. Rush, which I took
to the President. He renewed the suggestion which he had
made once or twice before, of a wish to propose to Great Britain
a general negotiation of a commercial treaty, to include the con-
tinuation of the commercial Convention of 3d July, 1815, and .
to embrace the other objects in discussion between the two
Governments, such as the affair of the slaves, the fisheries, the
boundary from the Lake of the Woods, and Columbia River.
He thought it would be necessary to give Mr. Rush a colleague
for this negotiation, and asked my opinion concerning it.

I said I believed the best thing that could be done would be
to join Mr. Gallatin with him for this negotiation. He said
there was only one objection that occurred to him, which was
that they were both from the same State. I thought that of
no consequence in this case, Mr. Gallatin not being a native of
Pennsylvania, and not having resided there for nearly the last
twenty years. The President assented, and directed me to
draw further instructions for Gallatin and Rush accordingly.

At the office, I sent for Mr. G. Graham, and proposed to him

to go upon the confidential mission to Galveston, to ascertain
voL. 1V,—7
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what Lallemand and his party are doing there, under what
authority they made the lodgment, and what are their inten-
tions; at the same time to give them warning that they are
upon the territory of the United States. Graham said he had
projected visiting the Alabama Territory this summer, and
might perhaps ultimately settle there. He said he would give
me an answer to the proposal in two or three days.

2oth. Drafted a second dispatch to R. Rush. The corre-
spondence of the Department is in great confusion for want of
a proper system of order in conducting it. I found none estab-
lished, and when I entered the office no minute was kept even
of the letters received from day to day. I began soon after by
having such an entry made in a book every day, and find it a
very useful record, but it is not sufficient. I am constantly
receiving notes from the foreign Ministers residing here, and
dispatches from the Ministers of the United States abroad
on an immense variety of subjects, many of which require
measures to be adopted before answers can be given, and
various delays. Whenever a subject is postponed, the multi-
plicity of affairs occurring from day to day expels it from the
memory, and without some thread by which to return to it,
no recollection of it is retained. I have thus now eleven dis-
patches from Rush to answer at once, and a number nearly
equal from J. Russell, at Stockholm, from A. Gallatin, at Paris,
and from G. W. Erving, at Madrid, besides Sumter, W. Pinkney,
and W. Eustis. I began by reading over all Rush’s dispatches,
and made a short minute of their contents. It has suggested
to me the idea of keeping an index of diplomatic correspond-
ence, in which each dispatch from every Minister abroad shall
be entered as it is received, and a minute of its contents and
enclosures added, preparatory to its being answered. Also a
similar register for the Consular correspondence, and for that
with the foreign Ministers here.

The President proposed to call a Cabinet meeting for twelve
o'clock to-morrow, to consider the expediency of offering a
new commercial negotiation with Great Britain, and of joining
Mr. Gallatin for it with Rush. But he postponed this call,
Mr. Calhoun being confined to his house unwell.
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21st. Prepared a dispatch for Jonathan Russell, Minister at
Stockholm ;- for which purpose I found it necessary to read
over eleven dispatches received from him since his return there
—all received since the adjournment of Congress. Several of
these referred to his prior correspondence, which it became
necessary to have looked up at the office. As, however, the
dispatch must be forwarded as soon as possible, I made the
draft, leaving the subjects upon which my information is incom-
plete to be taken up hereafter in another letter. On reading
my draft to the President, he wished it to be made more
explicit in letting Mr. Russell know that his mission must
terminate in the course of the present year, and that he must
not expect at present any further employment by the Executive
in Europe. And in doing this he wished me to express to him
the satisfaction of the President with his conduct while he has
been in the public service in Europe.

I suggested to the President that Mr. Russell was a man who
would consider that such a conclusion should not flow from
such premises; that he had a high opinion of his own merits
and services, and was by no means disposed to quit his hold
upon diplomatic employment; that, in short, he would not
easily get rid of him. ' :

He said, in a quick and sharp tone, that he could assure me
/e should very easily get rid of him. .

-1 observed that Mr. Russell had very explicitly told me that
he considered himself entitled to a better mission than that of
Sweden. :

“Entitled!” said the President. *“No man in this country is
entitled to any appointment frem the Executive.”

I said that was my own opinion, but it was not Mr, Russell’s,
and assuredly, in whatever way he should discover that the
President did not intend to employ him any further, it would
give him great offence, which he would take care should not
remain unknowny

The President said I might then leave my dispatch to him,
as I had written the draft. As Mr. Calhoun continues indis-
posed, the President directed me to send the second dispatch
to Mr. Rush round to the other heads of Departments, and if
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they agreed to the measure of proposing the new commercial
negotiation to the British Government, it might be determined
upon without calling a Cabinet meeting.

22d. T read over the correspondence of Jonathan Russell
while negotiating the Treaty of Commerce with Sweden, but
several of his letters are missing, and not to be found on the
files of the Department. Among them are his most important
letter on the subject of claims on the Swedish Government, and
even the English translation of his Treaty is nowhere to be
found. So it is with almost every correspondence in the
Department. All in disorder and confusion.

Mr. Brent came this morning, and brought a pamphlet bor-
rowed at the office of the Clerk of the Senate. It was printed
for the use of the Senators while they had the Treaty under
consideration, and contains two of the papers missing, in manu-
script, namely, Russell’s letter sent with the Treaty, and the
English translation of the Treaty, the original of which is in
French. I gave Mr. Brent directions for having the copy of
the Treaty, with the ratification of it, made out to be signed.
But the morning was absorbed in reading the papers and in
'discovering that those the most essential for preparing instruc-
tions to Russell concerning the claims are not to be found.

25th. Mr. Onis, the Spanish Minister, paid a visit to take
leave—going with his family to pass the summer months at
Bristol, Pennsylvania. He said something about the note he sent
me last week against the late settlement of Frenchmen under
Lallemand, at Galveston.

I told him he knew more about it than we did ; that we might
perhaps send troops to break up the establishment and take
possession of the place as being within our territory, but he
had objected to such a measure heretofore. He said he had
thought such violent measures unnecessary, and they certainly
would be so now, as the Viceroy of Mexico wrote him that he
had eighty thousand men under his command. Upon which I
laughed heartily. * You laugh,” said Onis, * at my saying the
Viceroy has eighty thousand men.” “No,” said I; “but I was
thinking how easily the Viceroy with that army will dispose of
a hundred and fifty Frenchmen under Lallemand.” * But,”
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said Onis, “there are two thousand of them.” *“ My word for
it,” said I, “ not two hundred.”

“Well,” said he, “as for the Viceroy's eighty thousand men,
I do not vouch for them, but so I assure you he writes to me.”
He said he was very confident of the success of Spain at Buenos
Ayres; but he was afraid of the war of Caraccas; that Bolivar
had been totally defeated by Morillo, so that the war would
have been at an end, but Bolivar had received after the battle
a reinforcement of four whole English regiments, which had
enabled him to resume the offensive, and now he was afraid
even for Carthagena and Porto Bello. He spoke with much
exasperation against the English, and said he had always advised
his Government against referring the contest with the Colonies
to the mediation of the allies. "

I told him there was a young man named Serra (he said it
must be Cerna) coming out to him, at which he appeared to be
somewhat surprised.

26th. At noon I attended the meeting at the President’s. All
the members of the Administration were there. The President
proposed the consideration of the questions whether the new
negotiation should be proposed to the British Government, and

~whether, in the event of their accepting the proposal, Mr. Gal-

latin should be joined with Mr. Rush for the management of
it on our part. The opinion in favor of both measures was
unanimous. There was much conversation upon the various
subjects which would be included in the negotiation, but no
apparent difference of opinion upon any of them. The President
directed me to prepare the instructions and documents to be
forwarded for this joint mission. I left with him the draft of
the dispatch to Mr. Gallatin for his revisal.

Fune gth. We spent the evening at the French Minister
Hyde de Neuville’s—a small musical party. Mr. Bagot spoke
to me of certain publications in the newspapers, mentioning
the execution by sentences of court-martial, under the orders
of General Jackson, of two Englishmen, named Arbuthnot and
Ambrister, taken with the Seminole Indians in this war. These
publications say that the evidence against them proved the
grecatest perfidy on the part of the British Government. Mr.
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Bagot was very much hurt by this charge of perfidy, for which
he said there was not the slightest foundation.

I told him that I had seen none of General Jackson's dis-
patches giving an account of these transactions; that I knew
not from whom, or whence, the newspaper publication came;
that 1 was very sorry that any white men, and especially
Englishmen, had been found with these Seminoles; that I did
not know how long the Britjsh Government had continued, or
when they had closed their connection with the Seminoles,
formed by Colonel Nicholls during the late war, but' Nicholls
had made what he called a treaty offensive and defensive with
them after the peace ; that I had by orders from this Government
remonstrated against it, both verbally and in writing, to Lord
Bathurst and Lord Castlereagh, who had verbally disavowed

- Nicholls’s treaty, but never in writing, which I had much re-
gretted. He renewed the assurance that the charge of perfidy
against his Government was entirely without foundation.

18th. The President spoke of the taking of. Pensacola by
General Jackson, contrary to his orders, and, as it is now
reported, by storm. This, and other events in this Indian war,
makes many difficulties for the Administration.

21st. I received yesterday two anonymous letters, one warn-
ing me to beware of the Ides of March and of South American
emissaries, and the other disclosing a pretended conspiracy of
another kind against me. I put them on my file, and wait to
see if any event will disclose the real motives of the writers,
which are manifestly different from their apparent purport. 1
wrote several private letters, and received dispatches from
Messrs. Gallatin and Eustis; also a remonstrance from the
Spanish Minister, Onis, against General Jackson’s late proceed-
ings in Florida.

25th. Mr. Bagot sent me a note asking an interview, for
which I appointed three o'clock. He came, and said that as he
was about sending a messenger to England, it would be ex-
pected that he should say something about the execution of the
two British subjects, Arbuthnot and Ambrister, and the occu-
pation of Pensacola by General Jackson. He asked if copies
of the proceedings of the Court-martial had been received.
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I told him they had not, nor any official account of the taking
of Pensacola. I could without hesitation tell him, however, that
this measure was not authorized by the Government, and was
unexpected. General Jackson's dispatches would no doubt
disclose his motives, of which it was not possible to judge by
anticipation. .

He said he had never for a moment believed that General
Jackson had been authorized to take Pensacola. As to the case
of the two men, he could not undertake to say beforehand that
there was no possible circumstance which would warrant their
execution—he could not indeed imagine any—but the proceed-
ings of the Court-martial might show them.

As I was willing to change the subject of conversation, I
asked him if he had any late intelligence from England, par-
ticularly with regard to Spanish and South American affairs.
He had none.

I said I wished that in writing to his Government he would
remind Lord Castlereagh of his promise, made through him
(Bagot) last January, to communicate to us very shortly what
the allies were doing about South America.

He said he was convinced there was no other cause for the
delay than that Lord Castlereagh knew nothing further himself
—that nothing further had been done.

I mentioned Rivadavia’s letter to Lord Castlereagh, and the
Moscow memoir, both of which we had received from other
sources, and which he might have communicated; and I de-
sired him to urge upon his Government the necessity of com-
municating freely with us of their acts and intentions, if they
expected from us a course harmonizing with theirs. I then
entered at large upon the question what the allies would, and
what they could, do, and declared the conviction that there
could be no rational interference of foreign powers in that
quarrel, but on the basis of the independence of the South
Americans—to which he opposed nothing as argument.

26th. At the President’'s. He had concluded to go from the
city this evening to his farm, in Loudoun County, Virginia,
thirty-three miles distant from hence; and, though the moment
is very critical, and a storm is rapidly thickening, he has not
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read many of the papers that I left with him, and he puts off
everything for a future time. After some conversation with
him on the case of Captain Obed Wright, and of Mr. Bagot's
call upon me yesterday, and on the proceedings of General Jack-
son, I left him. At the office soon afterwards I received a note
from him, saying that he had conferred with the Attorney-
General upon Captain Wright's case; that Mr. Crawford and
Mr. Wirt would call at the Department of State, when we must
settle what should be done, and I must inform him of the result.
They accordingly came, and after much discussion we agreed
in opinion that Wright should be first tried before the Circuit
Court of the United States, and if they should disclaim the

jurisdiction, he should then be left for trial to a militia court-
" martial of the State of Georgia. As it was past five o’clock
before we came to this conclusion, Mr. Crawford and Mr. Wirt
declined waiting to subscribe to it as a written opinion, and left
me to draw it up and communicate it to the President, which I
did. After dinner there came to my house a Mr. Zamorana,
Spanish Consul, with a huge packet of dispatches from G. W.
Erving, forwarded from the Spanish Minister, Onis, at Bristol.
There were also two notes from Onis himself, one communi-
cating the release of R. W. Meade, and the other asking ex-
planations of the article in the National Intelligencer, purporting
that General Jackson had taken Pensacola by storm. .

3oth. Rode to the Treasury Office, and held a consultation
with Mr. Crawford and Mr. Wirt on the commission to be
issued for the trial of Captain Wright. We agreed that the
commission could not issue till after he shall have been legally
apprehended, and that then the commission must go to two
Judges of the Supreme Court and the Judge of the District
Court of .Georgia. No such commission has yet issued under
the law, and I am much concerned lest by some law quibble a
flaw may be found in it which will defeat the prosecution.

Fuly 7th. 1 was roused from bed by a servant from the
Spanish Minister Onis, who brought me a note from him, in-
forming me of his arrival in the city, and asking for an interview
as soon as possible, upon objects of the highest importance
to Spain and to the United States.
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8th. I received a note from Mr., Hyde de Neuville, the
French Minister, asking an interview this morning upon an
affair of importance, and requesting if I should go late to my
office, to see him previously, at my house. I answered his
note, and appointed eleven o’clock to see him at my house.
He came at the time, and had an hour’s conversation with me
on the subject of the taking of Pensacola. He began by taking
up the subject in a very grave tone, shaking his head and saying
it was a very disagreeable affair, but he was convinced it had
been an act of General Jackson's to which he was not author-
ized by his instructions. He had not yet seen Mr. Onis, but was
going to see him immediately, and he wished to know if he
might tell him that Jackson had no instructions to take Pensa-
cola.

Perceiving what he was aiming at, I said that the dispatches
from General Jackson had been received yesterday and imme-
diately forwarded to the President; that I could say nothing
official until I should receive his instructions, but I advised .
him (De Neuville) not to say one word to Onis which should
lead him to expect that Jackson's proceedings would be dis-
avowed by the President, for my private opinion was that the
President would approve them, and I entered at large upon the
- grounds of justification for them. His fervor was quite cooled
down before he left me, and he appeared convinced that, how-
ever we deprecate war as an evil, we are not to be frightened
with it as a bugbear. I went to the office and sent word to Mr.
Onis that I would see him at two o'clock, when he came. 1
had a similar scene to go through with him as with De Neu-
ville, but with less success. He left me with a new note on the
affair of Pensacola, which he requested me to answer, and told
me at the same time that he had received new instructions from
Spain, which would have enabled him to conclude a treaty with
me satisfactory to both parties if it had not been for this unfor-
tunate incident, and asked if I had transmitted instructions to
Mr. Erving by which he could conclude with Mr. Pizarro.

I told him no new instructions had been sent Mr. Erving on
the idea that the treaty would be concluded there; but if he
(Onis) had such instructions as he alleged, I did not see why we
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should not conclude it here. He again asked an answer to the
note which he delivered to me, and I promised him he should
have it. Dined with Mrs. Adams at Mr. Hyde de Neuville's; a
company of twenty persons—Crawford, Wirt, Decatur, Orr, the
Mayor, and others. After dinner, I had another long conversa-
tion with Mr. De Neuville on Pensacola, and apparently com-
pleted his conviction to such a degree that he talked of going
to France to give the ‘explanations in person.

1oth. Had an interview at the office with Hyde de Neuville,
the French Minister—all upon our affairs with Spain. He says
that Spain will cede the Floridas to the United States, and let the
lands go for the indemnities due to our citizens, and he urged
that we should take the Sabine for the western boundary, which
I told him was impossible. He urged this subject very stren-
uously for more than an hour. As to Onis’s note of invective
against General Jackson, which I told him as a good friend to
Onis he should advise him to take back, he said I need not
answer it for a month or two, perhaps not at all, if in the mean
time we could come to an arrangement of the other differences.

11th. Mr. Onis, the Spanish Minister, called on me at my
house to talk of the negotiation. . He was more tractable upon
the subject of Pensacola; said General Jackson had misunder-
stood Governor Masot’s allusion to force; that he had only
meant to say that if Jackson attacked him he would repel force
by force. Onis said further that there was an article in the
capitulation which he had not seen when he wrote his note to
me, and which took away part of the aggravation of the case,
It was the promise to restore the place in suitable time. He
said he had felt it to be his duty to write the note, but that
it needed not interrupt the progress of our negotiations, or
of those between Mr. Pizarro and Mr. Erving, if we preferred
having the treaty concluded there. I told him that was out of
the question, but that we were ready to conclude here.

He then said they were willing to give us the Floridas for
nothing, and, as there were large claims of indemnity for depre-
dations on both sides, they were willing to set them off against
each other, each of the two Governments undertaking to in-
demnify its own people. For all this they would only ask of
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us to take the boundary westward at the Calcasieu or Mer-
mentau, from the mouth to the source, thence a line to pass
between Adeas and Natchitoches to the Red River, and from
that to the Missouri.

I told him all the other points would now be easily adjusted
but this last, which was impossible. But we would adjust the
rest, and leave that in the same state as it has been hitherto,
to be adjusted hereafter. To this, however, he would not at all
listen. We parted without any prospect of approximating.

This was my birthday, and I commenced upon the fifty-
second year of my age. It was a day of gratitude to Heaven
for all the blessings bestowed upon me and my family; of
prayer for the continuance of the bounties of Providence, so
far as is compatible with the decrees of an all-wise Disposer;
of humiliation for my own weaknesses and deficiencies, both of
body and mind; and of humble hope that supreme goodness
and power will open to me an issue from the trial which I am
now undergoing, useful to my country, and honorable to my-
self. Above all, that, till I die, I may not suffer my integrity
to depart from me, and that whatever dispensation of Provi- |
dence hereafter awaits me, I may be prepared to receive it with
prudence, temperance, justice, and fortitude.

13th. Mr. Onis told me he should leave the city this day
to return to Bristol. He insists upon an answer to his note
of complaint against General Jackson, and postpones his pro-
posals for the negotiation till he receives further instructions.
Mr. Calhoun is extremely dissatisfied with General Jackson's

proceedings in Florida; thinks Jackson’s object was to pro-

duce a war for the sake of commanding an expedition against
Mexico, and that we shall certainly have a Spanish war. The
President returned to the city this evening in the midst of the
storm.

' 14th. I called upon the President at his house, and gave him
the translation of Onis’s last note on the capture of Pensacola,
and other papers of importance. ‘I find him very much embar-
rassed what course to pursue in this transaction. He directed
a Cabinet meeting for to-morrow at noon.

15th. Attended the Cabinet meeting at the President's, from

v)p !
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noon till near five o’clock. The subject of deliberation was
General Jackson’s late transactions in Florida, particularly the
taking of Pensacola. The President and all the members of
the Cabinet, except myself, are of opinion that Jackson acted
not only without, but against, his instructions; that he has
committed war upon Spain, which cannot be justified, and in
which, if not disavowed by the Administration, they will be
abandoned by the country. My opinion is that there was no
real, though an apparent, violation of his instructions; that
his proceedings were justified by the necessity of the case, and
by the misconduct of the Spanish commanding officers in
Florida. The question is embarrassing and complicated, not
only as involving that of an actual war with Spain, but that of
the Executive power to authorize hostilities without a declara-
tion of war by Congress. There is no doubt that defensive acts
of hostility may be authorized by the Executive; but Jackson
was authorized to cross the Spanish line in pursuit of the
Indian enemy. My argument is that the question of the con-
stitutional authority of the Executive is precisely there; that
all the rest, even to the order for taking the Fort of Barrancas
by storm, was incidental, deriving its character from the ob-
ject, which was not hostility to Spain, but the termination of

. the Indian war. This is the justification alleged by Jackson

himself, but he also alleges that an imaginary line of the
thirty-first degree of latitude could not afford protection to
our frontiers while the Indians could have a safe refuge in
Florida, and that all his operations were founded on that con-
sideration. L
Calhoun, the Secretary at War, generally of sound, judi-
cious, and comprehensive mind, seems in this case to be
personally offended with the idea that Jackson has set at
nought the instructions of the Department. The President
supposes there might be cases which would have justified
Jackson's measures, but that he has not made out his case.
Some of the newspapers, especially in Georgia and Virginia,
without waiting for the evidence of facts, have commenced
attacks, both upon the Administration and upon General
Jackson, and the fear of charges of usurpation, of duplicity,
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and of war, operates to such a degree that there is not
vigor to bear out the bold energy of Jackson; and there
seems a wish'not only to disavow what he has done, but to
depreciate even the strong reasons which he alleges for his
justification. Standing alone in my opinions, and finding that
they necessarily had little weight while counteracting feelings
as well as opinions, I developed them not so fully as I might
have done, but obtained an adjournment of the question and
meeting until to-morrow. ’

16th. Second Cabinet meeting at the President’s, and the
.question of the course to be pursued with relation to General
Jackson’s proceedings in Florida recurred. As the opinion
is unanimously against Jackson excepting mine, my range of
argument now is only upon the degree to which his acts are
to be disavowed. It was urged that the public dissatisfaction
at the taking of Pensacola is so great that the Administration
must immediately and publicly disclaim having given any
authority for it, and publish all the instructions given to him
to throw the blame entirely upon him. There was a violent
attack upon him and his measures in the Richmond Enquirer,
which came this morning, and which Wirt said he had no
doubt was written by Judge Roane. I did not conceive it
necessary to make of this affair an immediate newspaper nego-
tiation for public opinion. Crawford said that if the Adminis-
tration did not immediately declare itself and restore Pensacola,
it would be held responsible for Jackson’s having taken it, and
for having commenced a war in violation of the Constitution ;
that the people would not support the Administration in such
a war; that our shipping, havigation, and commerce would
be destroyed by privateers from all parts of the world, under
the Spanish flag, and that the Administration would sink
under it.

I thought it would be quite in time if all the documents
relating to the subject should be communicated to Congress
at their next meeting, by which means they would naturally
become public; that to disavow and publish now would look
like a disposition entirely to put down Jackson in the public
opinion; that he would immediately resign, and turn the
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attack upon the Administration, and would carry a large por-
tion of the public opinion with him; that Pensacola might be
restored, and its capture by him still justified; that I did not
believe war would follow from this measure, though I admitted
it might; that if it should, it would seriously injure, but not
destroy, our shipping and commerce; that the only privateer-
ing against us to be apprehended would be from English
people, and that to no very great extent; that the Adminis-
tration would stand or sink under the war, according to its
success ; and that in this, and in all other cases, the event
must rest with the Disposer of events.

In the interval of the discussion I went to my office, and
received Hyde de Neuville. He is extremely anxious for the
preservation of peace, and desirous of contributing to it. He
looked over the map, and I marked out the boundary which
it had been agreed at the President’s that I should be author-
ized to offer; the Trinity, from its mouth to its source, then
a line north to the Red River, following the course of that to
its source, then crossing to the Rio del Norte, and following
the course of it, or the summit of a chain of mountains north-
ward and parallel to it; there stop, or take a line west to the
Pacific.

De Neuville said he would himself go and propose this line
to Onis, at Bristol; but Onis would probably not dare to con-
clude without first having an answer to his note complaining

-against Jackson and the capture of Pensacola.

I told him I should answer Onis's note; that he would be
told that Jackson had taken Pensacola without orders, and
upon his own responsibility ; that the place would be restored,
but that no blame could be admitted as attaching to General
Jackson, and strong charges would be made against the Gov-
ernor of Pensacola and the Commandant at St. Mark's.

He asked if I could not write a note passing lightly over
the conduct of the officers on both sides, and stating that
Pensacola would be restored, with the expression of regret
at what has taken place. If I could, he would himself take
the letter to Mr. Onis, at Bristol, and if, on conversing with
him, he found him prepared to agree to the terms of a treaty
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which would be satisfactory to us, he would deliver the letter
to him; if not, he would bring it back.

I returned to the President's, and, after consideration of this
proposal, it was determined to accept the offer of Mr. De Neu-
ville, if he thought fit to use his influence with Mr. Onis to
prevail upon him to agree to our terms, but that the answer
to Onis’s note must be totally disconnected with the success
of the negotiation, and delivered to him at all events.

17th. Cabinet meeting at the President’s—the discussion
continued upon the answer to be given to Onis, and the resto-
ration of Florida to Spain. The weakness and palsy of my
right hand make it impossible for me to report this discus-
sion, in which I continue to oppose the unanimous opinions
of the President, the Secretary of the Treasury Crawford, the
Secretary of War Calhoun, and the Attorney-General Wirt.
I have thought that the whole conduct of. General Jackson
was justifiable under his orders, although he certainly had
none to take any Spanish fort. My principle is that every-
thing he did was defensive; that as such it was neither war
against Spain nor violation of the Constitution. The devel-
opment of this principle in its application first to the facts,
then to the laws of nations, and lastly to the Constitution, and
the defence of it against the objections of the President, and
of all the other members of the -Cabinet present, engaged us
again till five o’clock, and deeply do I lament that I cannot
record it. T at first contended that we should keep Pensacola,
upon the principles on which Jackson had taken it, till Spain
should give us a guarantee that she would fulfil her engage-
ment by restraining the Indians from hostilities. But I see
difficulties in holding Pensacola without an act of Congress,
and now urge that the taking may be justified, and yet the
place restored, on the express condition that hereafter Spain
shall fulfil her treaty. '

The President had this day made a draft for a note from me
to Onis, which was taken as a text to be debated. I finally
took with me this draft of the President’s, and am to make one
out from it for further consideration.

18th. Made the draft of a note to Onis for consideration,
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and prepared an amendment, going to the entire justification
of Jackson's operations. Mr. Crawford called here with a pro-
ject for designating a certain number of sea-ports at which
alone armed vessels of foreign nations should hereafter be per-
mitted to enter. All this only for the purpose of preventing
indirectly the piratical privateers under South American colors
from coming to Baltimore and smuggling. I put the question
whether this measure would not be complained of by foreign
Governments as unusual. It was therefore postponed for the
present.

Cabinet meeting at the President’'s. My draft and amend-
ments were discussed, and every part of the letter which im-
ported a justification of Jackson’s proceedings struck out.
The letter was modified so as to be made exactly conformable
in substance to the President’s original draft—the language
only is mine. I placed in every point of view that could occur
to me the principle justifying the proceedings of Jackson, but
without producing any impression. It was, however, deter-
mined that the President should write a friendly letter to
Jackson, communicating to him a copy of the answer to Onis,
and mentioning the constitutional grounds upon which Pensa-
cola would be restored. Mr. Wirt had also prepared the draft
of an article upon the subject, to be published in the National
Intelligencer, the discussion of which was continued till dinner
was announced.

1gth. T took after dinner a long walk over the fields, and
after returning home found Mr. Hyde de Neuville had been at
my house and expressed a strong wish to see me. He had
left a request that I would call at his house. I went, and we
passed an hour there. I told him what the answer to Onis’s
note would be, and, as it would not be exactly such as he had
wished, I said I presumed he would prefer that it should be
sent by the mail to taking it himself, which he did. He said,
however, that he thought Onis ought to be satisfied with such
a letter as I described, and that he would go to Bristol and
urge him to come forward with his propositions. I promised
to show him the letter for Onis when it should be prepared.

20th., Received this morning a note from the President re-
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questing me to insert some additional paragraphs in the letter
to Mr. Onis, of which I accordingly prepared a draft. Looking
over General Jackson’s letters, it struck me there was a new
point of view in which his conduct in taking Pensacola was
defensible, and at the Cabinet meeting I presented it again, and
argued it with all the force I could. It appeared to make some
impression upon Mr. Wirt, but the President and Mr. Calhoun
were inflexible. ' ’

My reasoning was that Jackson took Pensacola only because
the Governor threatened to drive him out of the province by
force if he did not withdraw; that Jackson was only executing
his orders when he received this threat; that he could not
withdraw his troops from the province consistently with his
orders, and that his only alternative was to prevent the execu-
tion of the threat. I produced as authority Martens, book 8,
ch. 2, s. 226, and ch. 6, s. 267. I insisted that the character of
Jackson's measures was decided by the intention with which.
they were taken, which was not hostility to Spain, but self-
defence against the hostility of Spanish officers. I admitted.
that it was necessary to carry the reasoning upon my principles.
to the utmost extent it would bear to come to this conclusion.
But, if the question was dubious, it was better to err on the:
side of vigor than of weakness—on the side of our own officer,
who had rendered the most eminent services to the nation,.
than on the side of our bitterest enemies, and against him. I
glanced at the construction which would be given by Jackson’s
friends and by a large portion of the public to the disavowal of"
his acts. It would be said that he was an obnoxious man; that,
after having the benefit of his services, he was abandoned and
sacrificed to_the enemies of his country; that his case would
be compared with that of Sir Walter Raleigh.

Mr. Calhoun principally bore the argument against me,
insisting that the capture of Pensacola was not necessary upon
principles of self-defence, and therefore was both an act of war
against Spain and a violation of the Constitution; that the
Administration, by approving it, would take all the blame of it:
upon themselves; that by leaving it upon his responsibility

they would take away from Spain all pretext for war, and for
voL. 1Iv.—8 : : :
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resorting to the aid of other European powers—they would
also be free from all reproach of having violated the Constitu-
tion; that it was not the menace of the Governor of Pensacola
that had determined Jackson to take that place; that he had
really resolved to take it before; that he had violated his
orders, and upon his own arbitrary will set all authority at
defiance.

The President heard with candor and good humor all that I
said, but without any variation from his original opinion, and
my draft of a note to Onis, with all its amendments, was finally
fixed precisely on the grounds of the President’s original sketch.

21st. The pressure of business, anxiety of mind, and the heat
-of the weather, combining, affect my health, and especially the
repose of the night. I was the last night quite unwell. At
noon I had an interview at the office with Mr. Bagot, when he
.again enquired if I could furnish him with copies of the pro-
-ceedings of the Courts-martial upon the two British subjects
-executed by General Jackson. These papers have not yet
‘been received. I promised him, when they should come, to
.give him immediate notice of them. He complained of the
manner in which Arbuthnot had been taken, as treacherous,
-and repeated to me the story that Onis had told me before, and
‘which he doubtless had from the Commandant of St. Mark'’s.
I avoided discussion with him on the subject as much as pos-
.sible, but I saw that he felt strong resentments against Jackson.

There was a Cabinet meeting, at which the second draft of
‘my letter to Mr. Onis was read and finally fixed. Mr. Wirt
read what he called a second edition of his article for the
‘National Intelligencer. I strenuously re-urged my objections,
-especially to a paragraph declaring that the President thought
he had no constitutional power to have authorized General
Jackson to take Pensacola; and to another holding out a
hope to the public that, notwithstanding this collision between
‘the officers of the two Governments in Florida, yet we shall
.soon have an amicable settlement of all our differences with
Spain, and obtain the cession of the Floridas too. But I
could make no more impression upon either of these points
than upon those in the note to Onis. To all my objections,
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offers were made to vary the phrase, or to strike out parts of
sentences, but still adhering to the disclaimer of power. I
finally gave up the debate, acquiescing in the determination
which had been taken. The Administration were placed in a
dilemma from which it is impossible for them to escape censure
by some, and factious crimination by many. If they avow and
approve-Jackson's conduct, they incur the double responsibility
of having commenced a war against Spain, and of warring in
violation. of the Constitution without the authority of Con-
gress. If they disavow him, they must give offence to all
his friends,.encounter the shock of his popularity, and have
the appearance of truckling to Spain. For all this I should be
prepared. But the mischief of this determination lies deeper:
1. It is weakness, and a confession of weakness. 2. The dis-
claimer of power in the Executive is of ‘dangerous example
and of evil consequences. 3. There is injustice to the officer
in disavowing him, when in principle he is strictly justifiable.
These charges will be urged with great vehemence on one
side, while those who would have censured the other course
will not support or defend the Administration for taking this.
I believe the other would have been a safer, as well as a bolder
course. )
Calhoun says he has heard that the Court-martial at first
acquitted the two Englishmen, but that Jackson sent the case
back to them. He says, also, that last winter there was a
company formed in Tennessee, who sent Jackson's nephew to
Pensacola and purchased Florida lands, and that Jackson him-
self is reported to be interested in the speculation. I hope not.
22d. My letter to Mr. Onis being now prepared, I sent for
Mr. Hyde de Neuville, who came to the office, and gave it him
to read. He professed to be very well satisfied with it, and"
.said he would go to-morrow morning for his seat in the Jerseys,
and would spend two or three days with Onis, at Bristol, on
his way. He would use all his influence with him to persuade
him to make his proposals, and urge his conviction that if
they are not made it will be impossible to get through the
next winter without a war between this country and Spain. .
- He added that Onis“had said something to him about an
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article stipulating not to acknowledge the South Americans,
but he thought he could not insist upon that.

I told him it must be altogether out of the question. Spain
could not ask for such a stipulation of any European nation,
and we certainly should not set the example of agreeing to it.
If Mr. Onis persevered in this suggestion, it would afford com-
plete proof that neither he nor his Government intend an ad-
justment of their differences with the United States at present.

23d. I was with the President from noon till past three o’clock,
taking his directions upon various objects which cannot be acted
upon without his orders. I gave him my draft of instructions
to Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Rush for the proposed special negotia-
tion, which I had finished this morning. My letter to Mr. Onis
was dispatched this morning. I had also made a draft of a
proclamation declaring the discriminating tonnage duties re-
pealed with regard to the vessels of Bremen, which he approved,
and directed a similar proclamation with regard to the vessels
of Hamburg. t

24th. Finished the draft of instructions for A. H. Everett as
Chargé d’Affaires in the Netherlands, which I took to, and left
with, the President. He returned me the draft of instructions
for Gallatin and Rush with a few observations; but the Florida
business and General Jackson absorb so much of his cares and
anxieties, that every other subject is irksome to him, so that he
can give little attention to it. He had given Gales, one of the
editors of the National Intelligencer, the paragraph prepared
for that purpose by Mr. Wirt. Gales had told him it had got
abroad that there was a division of opinion among the members
of the Administration on the point of approving or disavowing
Jackson's proceedings. He had answered there had been diver-
sity of opinion, as naturally happened upon all important meas-
ures, but that all were agreed upon the result, and he said Gales-
wanted to add that the opinion of the members of the Admin-
istration had been unanimous.

I observed that I had acquiesced in tlie ultimate determina-
tion, and would cheerfully take my share of the responsibility
for it; but I could not with truth say it had been conformable
to my opinion, for that had been to approve and justify the
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conduct of Jackson; whereas it was disavowed, and the place
that he had taken was to be unconditionally restored. The
President thought we had justified Jackson as far as was pos-
sible. :
25th. At the President's, I found he had determined to leave
the city and return to his farm at Little River, near Aldie, in
Loudoun County, Virginia. He desired to keep the draft of
instructions to A. H. Everett for further examination. He told
me he had revised the article to be published in the National
Intelligencer, and struck out some passages to which I had
objected. He is still so much absorbed in this subject that he
_relucts at thinking of any other—so that when I am talking
to him about the proposed negotiation in England, the in-
structions for Everett, or even South America, he stops in the
midst of the discourse and says something about Jackson and
Pensacola. '

- He gave me yesterday two letters to read in confidence, as
they had been communicated to him. One was from Judge
Bland at Buenos Ayres, to J. S. Skinner, the Postmaster at
Baltimore, and the other from General Winder to the Supreme
Director Pueyrredon. Bland's letter is long, private, and con-
fidential—contains much information concerning the state of
the country, a decided opinion that they will never again
submit to the dominion of Spain, and an opinion equally strong
that the Government of the United States ought not at present
to recognize that of Buenos Ayres. He has a very bad opinion
of Pueyrredon, and still worse of his Secretary of State, Tagle.

I asked the President whether the other two Commissioners
entertained the same opinions as Judge Bland. He said he did
not know. I said that much would depend upon that; as Con-
gress would doubtless look to their report, particularly with a
view to the question whether Buenos Ayres was to be acknowl-
edged or not. He said they would only state facts, and give
no opinion of their own. I told him that would be very well
if they should state all the facts, but many of those stated by
Judge Bland, and precisely those upon which A¢ had made up
his opinion, were of a nature not to be officially and publicly
stated, and yet if they were suppressed it would be impossible
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to give a view of the state of thmgs upon which any reliance
could be placed.

He showed some little impatience of manner at these remarks,
and passed to another subject. Two days ago he had very
abruptly asked me to see Mr. Bagot and propose through him
to the British Government an immediate co-operation between
the United States and Great Britain to promote the independ-
ence of South America. I asked him what part of South
Amer;ca. “All South America, and Mexico, and the islands
included.” I told him I thought Great Britain was not yet pre-
pared for such a direct proposition; and, entering into details,
I immediately found it was a crude idea, which he immediately
abandoned. But I conjectured that either Rodney and Brack-
~ enridge, or-the Richmond Enquirer, had put it into his head.
For the Richmond Enquirer, which Clay’s Kentucky Reporter
calls the President’s domestic paper, is, on the contrary, the
paper by which Virginia works upon the President. Its influ-
ence is much more upon him than for him, and it is excessively
impatient for the acknowledgment of Buenos Ayres.: Winder’s
letter to Pueyrredon was to decline the appointment of Agent
for Buenos Ayres here, which,had been sent him, and with it
was a long and judicious argument to convince him that the
formal acknowledgment of Buenos Ayres by the Government
of the United States would be contrary to the interests of both.

28th. I consulted with Mr. Calhoun upon various subjects.
Ten Cate sent me a private note, stating that he found a diffi-
culty in negotiating drafts upon his Government, and enquiring
if this Government could give him any assistance to that pur-
pose. Calhoun thought he ought to be accommodated for a
moderate sum.

The President had directed that persons should be appointed
to run a new line between the State of Georgia and the Creek
Indians, upon a request from the Governor of Georgia. As it
is to be done through the Department of War, Calhoun prom-
ised immediate attention to it.

There are new difficulties suggested to the appointment of a
special Court for the trial of Captain Obed Wright, and Mr.
Calhoun agreed with me in opinion that the best course would
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be to refer the trial to the ordinary Circuit Court which is to
sit in Georgia next December.

Calhoun spoke also upon the subject of South American
affairs. Mr. Bland's letter to Skinner gives an opinion very
explicitly against the recognition of the Government of Buenos
Ayres, but Calhoun says Rodney is of a different opinion, as
well as Brackenridge, the Secretary to the Commissioners, and
although no report has yet been made to the Government,
Rodney and Brackenridge are filling the newspapers, through
the Delaware Watchman, with publications to operate on the
public opinion in favor of the recognition. It appears from
Bland’s letter to Skinner that he quarrelled with Brackenridge
on board the ship, and that they had no intercourse with each
other after they landed. :

Calhoun is also anxiously waiting to see the effect on the
public opinion of the course adopted by the Government with
regard to Florida and General Jackson. The article for the
Intelligencer was published yesterday morning. Nothing said
about unanimity in-the Cabinet; the disclaimer of power in
the Executive to have given Jackson authority to take Pensa-
cola entirely struck out, and the restoration placed on the foot-
ing of the President’s incompetency to retain it. There is in
the country a great mass of desire to be in opposition to the
Administration. It is a sort of instinctive impression that
Mr. Monroe's Administration will terminate by bringing in an
adverse party to it. This of itself engages all the newspapers
not employed by public patronage, but desiring it, and many
of those possessing it, against the Administration. This pro-
pensity to blame is still increased by an affectation of showing
their independence, and escaping the charge of subserviency to
the Executive. All the restless and uneasy spirits naturally
fall into the ranks of opposition, and Clay, who has seen all
this, has, from the time of Mr. Monroe's election, squared his
conduct accordingly. He has been constantly looking out for
positions upon which to erect his batteries against the Adminis-
tration. And this affair of Florida appears so favorable to him,’
that in his newspaper, the Kentucky Reporter, there is a piece
which the President told me was said to be written by him,
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and where he takes ground against the Administration upon
both the alternatives, if they should have authorized Jackson’s
proceedings, or if, disavowing them, they should restore Pen-
sacola. .

The truth is, that there is in this, and perhaps must be in
every Administration in this country, a perpetual tendency to
fall, as well as leaders of opposition always on the watch to trip
them up or pull them down. Whatever their management may
be, nothing but success can keep them up. Success is undoubt-
edly the effect partly of judicious management and partly of
good fortune. The points upon which important interests in
this country are depending, and upon which success or failure
will affect the issue of the Administration, are the relations
with Spain, those with Great Britain, and Indian affairs. The
Spanish include those with South America. Now, upon neither
of these points is any great and signal successful event to be
expected, even if possible; and while opposition will be recruit-
ing and mustering forces from every quarter, the Administration
will be upon a perpetual defensive and constantly losing ground.
Virginia is already lukewarm to the President, and shows a dis-
position to dictate to him his measures without scruple or deli-
cacy. The Richmond Enquirer, which is the voice of Virginia,
speaks to him like a master to his slave. As there is no pres-.
ent prospect that a citizen of Virginia can be raised to the next
Presidency, the pis-aller of Virginia will be to put in a native of
that State residing in another, for which either Clay or Craw-
ford will serve the turn. An anonymous letter-writer has

.asserted that the intention of Virginia, after Mr. Monroe's turn,

will be to set up John Randolph, which I doubt; but that
nothing less than a Virginian will satisfy Virginia is to me
perfectly demonstrated. These reflections may be pursued
hereafter. I told Calhoun I was convinced the course taken
by the Administration was the safe course, and would be ap-
proved by the great majority of the people. Its safety consists
in this, that in every event it throws off the blame of com-
‘mencing war, and it takes away all possible complaint in or
by Congress. :

3ist. This day I resumed the draft of a report upon weights
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and measures, which, since the commencement of the late
session of Congress, I have been compelled to lay aside."
August 1st. Mr. Bagot called upon me at the office, and we
had conversation upon various subjects. The British Cabinet,
and particularly Lord Castlereagh, have been much annoyed
by a report of a committee of the House of Representatives,
at the last session of Congress, which remarked that the four
articles proposed by Lord Castlereagh, as a projected addition
to the ‘commercial Convention of 3d’ July, 1815, had been
promptly rejected by this Government, although three of them
might have been acceptable, because the fourth would have
been incompatible with the policy of the United States, of
excluding foreigners from intercourse with the Indians within
our territories. Lord Castlereagh has addressed a note on the
subject to Mr. Rush, disavowing any such intention, and asking
by what course of reasoning the committee came to their con-
clusion. We have not yet received a copy of this note from
Rush, but Lord Castlereagh sent one to Mr. Bagot, who showed
it to me. . ' C
I told him that I could not say how the committee had
reasoned, having had no communication with them other than
that of transmitting the papers to them. He then spoke of our
Navigation Act of the last session, which requires that British
vessels laden in our ports should give bonds with securities not
to unlade their cargoes in any port from which vessels of the
United States are excluded. He complained that with regard
to British vessels unequivocally engaged only in the direct trade
between the British ports in Europe and the United States, this
provision subjected them to a charge other than those to which
the vessels of the United States are subject, and this was in-
compatible with the Convention of 3d July, 1815, particularly
that part which requires securities. This was to be strictly
considered as an additional charge, which the owners of British
vessels trading here as strangers could probably not effect
without paying a commission, which is usually charged in such
cases. '
I told him that these bonds could not be considered as an
additional charge; that in bona fide cases there could be no
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possible difficulty for the masters of vessels to obtain securities,
as the most respectable merchants in the country would very
readily give them without charge for the benefit of the consign-
ment; that in a case bearing much analogy to this I had
addressed his Government, noticing a restriction upon American
vessels in England, to which British vessels were not subject,
as being a charge within the intent of the Convention of 1815;
but his Government did not agree with my reasoning, or allow
the restriction to be removed. However, if he would address
me a note on the subject, it should receive all proper considera-
tion, and we should readily yield every accommodation com-
patible with the -necessity of carrying our law into effective
execution,

He spoke also upon the fisheries, and said Lord Castlereagh
had written him that orders had again been issued to the naval
officers on the American station to suspend the captures of
American fishing vessels for the present season. This measure
had been taken, although the British Government had waited
month after month to receive the proposals which had been so
long and so frequently promised here,

I told him that the delays which had occurred to the makmg
of those proposals had not been intentional, but occasioned by
the varying information which had been received from the parts
of the country most interested in the fisheries; and I added
that if Mr. Gallatin and Rush, to whom I should this day dis-
patch the final instructions for their commercial negotiation,
should not be able to conclude an article upon this subject, it
would be our wish that a final decision by the. Lords of Appeal,
on the legality of the captures of our fishing vessels, should
take place, upon a full and solemn argument of all the ques-
tions involved in it. I asked him whether Consuls of the
United States would be admitted into the free ports established
by the late acts of Parliament. He said he did not see that
there could be any objection to it, but perhaps the Governors
might not feel themselves authorized to admit them. He
would, however, immediately write to ascertain. I sent off to
New York the dispatches for Messrs. Gallatin and Rush.

. 8th. Resuming the researches necessary to prepare a draft
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upon weights and measures, I find my time again so absorbed
by them that I can make scarce any progress with the report
itself. '

At the office I found a note from Don Manuel H. de Aguirre,
the Agent from Buenos Ayres, asking for an interview. I sent
him a note appointing three o’clock for that purpose ; but it was
four when he came, and he was with me an hour. He began
by complaining of his having been arrested at New York, by
a warrant from Judge Livingston. He said that for some weeks
past his house had been a mere house of marshals and sheriffs
and officers of the law; that he had once been arrested in the
streets, and once taken out of his bed at midnight, by processes
at law commenced, or instigated, by the Spanish Consul, though
I had told him he might consider himself here as a public
Minister.

I told him that he had very much mistaken me; that I had
very distinctly informed him that he could not be considered
here as a public Minister, for two reasons—one, because the
Government from which he came was not recognized ; and the
other, because he had produced no credentials, or powers, as a
public Minister, his commission styling him only Agent, and
his letters to the President giving him no authority to negotiate
whatever ; that upon both these grounds it was not in the power
of the President to exempt or protect him from arrest; that no
persons other than public Ministers and their families were
exempted from arrest, not even the President of the United
States himself, : A '

He then went over the history of his mission to this country..
He was charged to build, and dispatch to the Government of
Chili, six sloops of war, and came to this country with two
hundred thousand dollars in cash and a power to borrow two
millions. He was authorized to pledge the faith of both the
Governments of Buenos Ayres and Chili for this loan; but the
merchants here demanded other security, and said they would
be satisfied with the guarantee of the Government of the United
States. He was also authorized to offer a profit of fifty per
cent. upon the cost of the vessels to any merchant who would
dispatch them. Upon his arrival here, he came and informed
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Mr. Rush of the object of his mission; and he told him that
nothing in the law prevented the building and sending away
the vessels as a commercial speculation. They had been built
accordingly, and were now ready for sea, with their crews on
board, lying at New York at an expense of a thousand dollars
aday. But the Spanish Consuls and Agents had seduced away
some of his officers and a part of his crew. It was upon the
affidavits of some of his own officers that he and his Captains
had been arrested by warrants from Judge Livingston. He
had also been obliged to make an ostensible transfer of his two
ships to his Captains, Delano and Skinner, and to have them
registered in their names, and now the ships were attached to
answer for the debts of those Captains. He found it therefore
impracticable to execute the orders of his Government. His
funds were exhausted, and his only resource now was' to sell
his vessels just as they are. But they are built for vessels of
war, and are not salable for purposes.of commerce. He.came
therefore now to enquire if the Government of the United States
would purchase them.

I promised to lay the proposal before the President, and give
him a verbal answer as soon as I shall receive it. I asked him
what price he would ask for the vessels. He said he could not
now exactly tell; but if the President thought the offer admis-
sible, he would immediately ascertain. I desired him to present
his proposal in writing, and he said he would bring it at two
o’clock on Monday.

oth. We had a long visit from Mr. and Madame de Neuville.
He returned last evening from his tour to Bristol and New
York. He said he had a packet for me from Mr. Onis—a
reply upon the affair of Pensacola; that Onis was extremely
anxious to preserve peace, and so were the Spanish Govern-
ment, but that they could not agree to the boundaries pro-
posed by us west of the Mississippi, and he was very desirous
of knowing our ultimatum on the subject.

I told him Mr. Onis’s anxieties for peace were very laudable,
but I supposed he was governed by his instructions ; that as to
the desire of the Spanish Government for peace, it was just like
“Harlequin Roi"” in the French play. Harlequin is made to
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fancy himself a king, and whoever comes to take his commands,
he always answers, “ Je veux le bien,” or as much as to say,

“Let right be done.” Just so the Spanish Government says,

“ Let there be peace,” but will agree to nothmg which is neces-
sary to secure peace.

De Neuville promised to call upon me to-morrow and deliver
the dispatch from Mr. Onis.

14th. Mr. Bagot came to the office to ask again if the pro-
ceedings of the Court-martial who sentenced the two English-
men to be executed had been received. I told him they had
not. He said the newspapérs were publishing accounts of it,
and he should soon have reason to believe they were in every-
body’s hands but his. I told him they were not in ours; that
Captain Gadsden, General Jackson’s Aid-de-Camp, was daily
and hourly expected. General Jackson had stated that he
should send by him the papers and documents which he would
not trust to the conveyance of the mail. There is an editorial
article in a Georgia newspaper mentioning that the editor had
seen the trial, and speaking of the letters of Arbuthnot to Mr.
Bagot as furnishing full proofs against the writer. I had not
seen anything else; but Bagdt says that he has seen in New

York newspapers more particular statements. He appeared to .

be a good deal excited. I again promised to give him suitable
notice as soon as the dpcuments shall be received.

Mr. Calhoun also called upon me, to ask my opinion con-
cerning certain particulars of the orders to be given to the
commanding officer at Pensacéla for the surrender. He con-
cluded, however, to refer them to further orders hereafter.

15th. I received a number of packages, and among the rest
James’s Naval and Military History of the Late War between
the United States and Great Britain. Looking into these vol-
umes, I became so much engaged with them that they absorbed
all the office hours. They are written with considerable ability,
and with extreme and anxious labor to exalt the naval and
military character of Great Britain by the events of the late
war, and to depress that of the American people. It is an
unceasing argument upon every event, with all the rancor of
war in the heart of the author against the United States. It

T

fe
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will, accordingly, be a very popular work in England, while it
will keep alive the irritable national feeling in this country.
“There is, no doubt, among us much vain boasting about the
late war, and there is as much of it in England, but aggravated
and made more tidiculous by the soreness of feeling at the dis-
asters which they actually suffered by sea and land.

17th. Mr. Calhoun sent me a letter from Captain Gadsden,
General Jackson's Aid-de-Camp, written by his direction, and
stating that on the 5th of May he had dispatched to the Secre-
tary at War, from Fort , a detailed report of all his
proceedings till that time, and a copy of the proceedings of the
Court-martial . on Arbuthnot and Ambrister, and the original
letters upon which they were condemned. These dispatches
have never been received. He promises to send duplicates -
in a few days. I called upon Calhoun to enquire if he knew
anything further of this very extraordinary circumstance—the
miscarriage of those most important dispatches; but he did
not. }

23d. Mr. and Madame Hyde de Neuville paid us visits, and
I had a further long conversation with him upon our affairs
with Spain. His avowed instructions are to do everything in
- his power to preserve peace between the United States and
Spain, and his secret instructions are to support the cause of
Spain to the utmost of his power. He returned the Memoir
of Count de Vergennes upon Louisiana, which he had some
time since borrowed of me. After they went away, I received
a note from him, mentioning that he had just got a letter from
Mr. Onis, and would be glad to see me this evening at his
house or mine. Mrs. Adams went there in the evening, and 1
called there for her. There was company, and De Neuville
told me he would call at my office to-morrow at two o’clock.

24th. I called at the Attorney-General's office to consult
with him upon the question proposed by the President, whether
a proclamation should not issue offering a reward for the ap-
prehension of Captain Obed Wright. Mr. Wirt was gone to
Port Tobacco for the week.. The French Minister, Hyde de -
Neuville, came to tell me the substance of the letter he had
received from Mr, Onis. It was to say that he should not come
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to Washington till October, and that he was yet waiting for
instructions. De Neuville still urged. concession on the part
of the United States on the question of boundary west of the
Mississippi. I told him it was out of the question. He then
enquired what I should answer on a claim that France has set
up to special privileges in the ports of Louisiana. It is a cap-
tious and groundless pretension, raised for the purpose of a
pretext to put off the adjustment of our claims. I told him
that as my answer would in substance only repeat what I had
already told him in answer to a former note on the same sub-
ject, I had been reluctant at sending it to him, and had there-
fore not yet prepared it. He appeared to be much irritated at
_ this, and with apparent difficulty suppressed his feelings.

Mr. Calhoun came to tell me that he had another letter from
General Jackson; who has copies of all the letters which mis-
carried by the mail.

25th. I was at Mr. Calhoun's office, and read to him a draft
of a reply to Mr. Onis on his last note concerning the capture
of Pensacola. He advised some alterations, which were accord-
ingly made.

27th. I was engaged all the morning in pfeparation for my
journey and in drafting a letter to our Minister at Rio de Janeiro,
T. Sumter, Jr., to be sent by the Macedonian frigate, which is
to be dispatched immediately to the Pacific Ocean. I am
obliged to leave still a great number of letters, some of them
important, unanswered. - It is with.great reluctance that I leave
my post for this short visit to my relations and friends. Other
motives I should set aside, but the age of my father and mother
is an admonition to improve the time of passing a few days
with them while the candles burn. A partial release from the
oppressive cares of my station is indeed an indulgence, but
which I ought perhaps not to allow myself. After the expira-
tion of a year, the duties of the office are as severe, and my
anxieties connected with them as great, as they were in antici-
pation. The events of the year have been of no strongly-.
marked character—no public misfortune, and no good success.
The Administration has been assailed in various ways, both in
the House of Representatives, in Congress, and in public news-
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papers—assailed both insidiously and openly, and the attack
in regard to its object has been concentrated exclusively upon
me. The defence has been absolutely nothing. The faithful
execution of my duties, to the utmost of my power, is the only
answer I can give to censure.

NEw YoRk, September 1st.—Called about eleven o'clock at
Mr. Trumbull’s house, and saw his picture of the Declaration
of Independence, which is now nearly finished. I cannot say

" I was disappointed in the execution of it, because my expecta-

tions were very low ; but the picture is immeasurably below the
dignity of the subject. It may be said of Trumbull's talent as
the Spaniards say of heroes who were brave on a certain day :
he has painted good pictures. I think the old small picture
far superior to this large new one. He himself thinks other-
wise. He has some books on the President’s table which the
Abbé Correa advised him to letter on the backs, Locke and
Sidney. I told him I thought that was not the place for them.
They were books for the members to read at home, but not to
take with them there. I advised him to letter them simply
“Journals.” On returning to my lodgings, I found there Mr.
R. King. I had written from Washington requesting him to call
this day here, as I should not be.able to visit him on Long
Island. I had upwards of two hours’ conversation with him
on political affairs, and chiefly on our Navigation Act of the
last session of Congress. I found he was adverse to the
renewal of our commercial Convention of 3d July, 1815, with
Great Britain. His views with regard to the taking of Pensa-
cola, and the proceedings in Florida, coincided altogether with
those which I had maintained.

2d. At eight o'clock we took the steamboat Connecticut,
Captain Bunker, for New Haven. In the boat I met, among
our fellow-passengers, Judge William Johnson, of the Supreme
Court of the United States, with his sister and daughter, The
heat of the day was extreme, my thermometer nearly at ninety,
and all the morning a flat calm. We sat, nevertheless, an hour
or two after dinner at table, conversing upon topics of literature
and the arts. Judge Johnson, I find, is one of the anti-classical
despisers of Homer and Virgil and admirers of Ossian, Fal-
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coner, Walter Scott, Lord Byron, and Southey. He is a very !
ingenious and learned man, and defends his opinions with so t R
much earnestness and vigor that I found it advisable, after some | *
discussion, to waive the subject; and left him philosophizing |
with another of the passengers upon the construction of the
" steamboat and the conflicting pretensions of Fitch and Fulton.
Quincy, gth.—The storm continues night and day: it again
prevented me from going to Boston, and again kept me con-
fined to the house. It is but this moment that I have brought
up my arrears at the approach of evening ; for, having examined
George in a passage of Plato’s Crito, and then referred to the
volume of the Bibliothéque des Philosophes containing Dacier's | e '
translation of it, I was allured by the Phado, which immedi-
ately succeeds, and could not lay down the book until I had
read it through. This delicious but unseasonable occupation
consumed the morning, almost to the hour of dinner. If the
study of Plato were my proper business, I should be wasting
my time with something else. The reflections that have oc-
curred to me upon this perusal of the Phedo might be useful
to me hereafter if I had time to commit them to writing. The
arguments of Socrates to prove the immortality of the soul are
so weak that they hardly deserve the name of arguments. His
principle, that all things are generated by their contraries, that
heat and cold, greatness and littleness, life and death, produce
each other, is an absurdity. His doctrine of innate ideas, of | -
reminiscences, and of abstraet entities is subtle, but utterly | “v"
groundless. One idea only appears to me to have weight;
that is, the spiritual, simple, uncompounded nature of the soul,
and the inference from it that the soul is therefore not subject
to death. There is something very admirable in the composure
and tranquillity with which he discourses at such a moment;
but there is a want of sensibility in the coldness which he shows
at parting from his wife and children. The objection taken by
Simmias to the immortality of the soul—that the soul is a
mere harmony, resulting from the composition of the body,
and its illustration by comparison with the music produced by
the sound of a lyre—is so strong that Socrates by no means

answers it. That of Cebes—that the soul is superior in excel-
VOL. 1V.—9
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lence and duration to the body, and may outlast several bodies,
as a man wears out several suits of clothes, but yet must finally
perish—is equally weak; and indeed both sides of the argument
appear to me to be so wretchedly managed that as a logical
controversy it is scarcely worth reading. Yet it affords an
inexhaustible fund for meditation. It gave me an ardent
longing for leisure, which I should but too probably waste if
I had it. : '

19th. A continual storm of rain the whole day. I sat to
Stewart before and after breakfast, and found his conversation,
as it had been at every sitting, very entertaining. His own
figure is ‘highly picturesque, with his dress always disordered,
and taking snuff from a large, round, tin wafer-box, holding
perhaps half a pound, which he must use up in a day. He
considers himself, beyond all question, the first portrait-painter
of the age, and tells numbers of anecdotes concerning himself,
to prove it, with the utmost simplicity and unconsciousness of
ridicule. His conclusion is not very wide of the truth. I dined
at G. Blake’s with a company of twenty-two persons, among

- whom was the Governor of the Danish island of St. Thomas.

Mr. Holley was there, and after dinner I became involved in a
conversation with him upon religious topics, which almost be-
came a controversy. The consequence was, that the table-talk
was almost engrossed by us, and the attention of the whole
table was turned to us, much to my disadvantage, the topic
being one upon which he.was much more exercised and better
prepared than I was. Mr, Webster, Mr. A. H. Everett, and one
or two others occasionally relieved me by asking a question;
but Holley® was quite a match for us all.

20th. Breakfasted with P. P. F. de Grand at his lodgings, .
and he discoursed with me much about the politics and the
state of parties in this Commonwealth. He wishes me to take -
some part or interest in them, but I see no object of public
usefulness to be answered by it. He told me that Mr. Monroe,

* Dr. Horace Holley, after serving in the ministry with great acceptance in New
England, was now on the eve of departure to Kentucky, there to become Presi-
dent of Transylvania University, where he remained in comparative obscurity
until he died, in 1827.
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just before he made the appointment of Secretary of State,
wrote a note to Judge Story, requesting to see him, and when
Story went to him, he said it had been his intention to appoint
me Secretary of State, but Mr. Clay had objected to the ap-
pointment on the allegation that I was not a Republican, and
that Mr. Crowninshield and Jonathan Russell had assured the
President that it was so: I was not a Republican. So it would
seem that Story undertook to answer for my Republicanism.
Whether my appointment was for my own good, or for that of
my country, is known only to God. As yet, I have far more
reason to lament than to rejoice at the event; yet I feel not the
less the obligation of Mr. Monroe's confidence in me, and the
duty of personal devotion to the success of his Administra-
tion which it imposes upon me. That Clay should have taken
pains to prevent my appointment is as natural as that he should
have coveted it himself. Mr. Crowninshield's opposition to me
arose no doubt from party, and Russell’s from personal, motives.
That Clay should have had the talent of making tools of those
men for his purposes is no mean proof of his address. His
mind is of a very superior cast to theirs, but in his manage-
ment of his opposition to me there is a total disregard not only
of generosity but of fairness. So painful, however, is the situa-
tion in which I am placed, that I wish every hour of my life
he had succeeded in keeping me from it. No more of this.
PHILADELPHIA, October 12th.—We dined and spent the even-
ing at Mr. W. Jones’s, the President of the Bank of the United
States. Ingersoll, Dallas, and Connell were there, and some
other company with whom I was unacquainted. I was not
satisfied with myself this day, having talked too much at
dinner. I never take a large share in conversation without
saying things'which I afterwards wish were unsaid. Yet, in
the estimation of others, I pass off on the whole better when
I talk freely than when silent and reserved. This sometimes
stimulates me to talk more than is wise or proper, and to give
to the conversation of mixed companies a tone of discussion
which becomes irksome and tedious. Nor can I always (I did
not this day) altogether avoid a dogmatical and peremptory
tone and manner, always disgustirig, and especially offensive

—

———— e o
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in persons to whose age or situation others consider some
deference due. : :

WASHINGTON, 15th.—I called at the President’s, where I met
Mr. Calhoun. The President arrived from his seat in Virginia
last Sunday. His health is better than it was in the spring, but
still somewhat infirm. He told me that Mr. Crowninshield had
resigned the office of Secretary of the Navy. It was announced
in the National Intelligencer of this morning. The President
said that as there was no person who occurred to him from
the Western country, he proposed to make his selection from
one of the middle Atlantic States, ranging between New York
and Maryland, and he named the late Governor Snyder, of
Pennsylvania, Mr. Thompson, now Chief-Justice of the Supreme
Court of New York, and General Peter B. Porter, as persons
of whom he had thought. . Their respective merits were dis-
cussed, and as Porter is now a Commissioner under two articles
-of the Treaty of Ghent, and could not without inconvenience
be replaced by another person for that service, he was laid out
-of the question. .

I observed to the President that it would be very desirable,
if possible, to have one member of the Administration from the
Western States. It was a great and rapidly-growing section of
the Union, and there appeared to be some uneasiness among
‘them at what they considered as an exclusion from the Cabi-
‘net, as it is usually called. The appointment of one member of
‘the Administration from among them I thought would have a
-happy and conciliatory effect.

He said he was well aware of the weight of these considera-
‘tions, and asked if I had thought of any person belonging to
that part of the Union suitable for the appointment. I said
my acquaintance there was very limited, and the more so from
the long absence from the United States from which I have
recently returned. But I thought there must be many indi-
‘viduals there well qualified to preside over a Department, and
‘to advise as a member of the Administration.

He said he would think further of the subject, and asked
how I thought it would be proper to have the duties of the
‘head of the Department supplied in the interval till the new
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appointment. It might be either by assigning them to one
of the acting heads of the other Departments, or to the Presi-
dent of the Board of Commissioners of the Navy, or to Mr.
Homans, the Chief Clerk of the Navy Department. Mr.
Madison, at his late visit to him (the President) in Virginia,
had intimated an opinion that the office of Secretary of the
Navy might be itself abolished, and its duties assigned to the
President of the Commissioners of the Navy; but he did not
concur in that opinion, and was unwilling to give so much
countenance to it as even a temporary appointment of the
President of the Board, to do the duties of the Secretary of the
Navy, might warrant. On the subject of foreign affairs little
was said. There are several important dispatches received
from Messrs. Rush, Gallatin, and Erving, which I had not yet
seen. The mass of papers at the Department, accumulated
since the direction was received from me to forward no more of
them to Boston, is so great that I almost despair of getting
through the reading of them., I was but a short time at the
office, and only read over a few of the papers.

17th. Colonel Swartwout was yesterday commissioned as
Navy Agent at New York. He had called upon me the day
before to ask for my influence in obtaining the appointment; I
told him that, being perfectly disposed to render him any ser-
vice in my power, I should be happy if he should obtain the
appointment, but, as it was of the resort of another Department,
my general rule was merely to make known to the President
such applications as were made through me, together with the
recommendations by which they were supported, leaving him
to judge of them himself. I should feel myself peculiarly
obliged to observe that course in the present case, having been
‘very earnestly solicited, at my passage through New York, to
interest myself in behalf of another person, a Mr. Rutgers.
Colonel Swartwout professed to be entirely satisfied with this.

I received last evening a note from the Abbé Correa, the
Portuguese Minister, complaining of an attempt to fit out an
armed vessel in the Patuxent to cruise against Portuguese sub-
jects and property under commissions from Artigas. I met the
Abbé as I was going to the office, and appainted to see him at
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two o'clock, when he came. I told him that the only way in
which the Executive could interpose was by directing a prose-
cution of the persons chargeable with a violation of the laws,
and that if he would give the names of such persons, and of
the witnesses who would establish the proof against them, the
Attorney for the District of Maryland would be directed to
commence a prosecution. ‘

He asked whether the President was not authorized, by the
law of the last session of Congress, to employ the army and
navy of the United States to suppress such armaments.

I said he was, but that he could not take the facts for
granted, A judicial conviction appeared to be the only proof
upon which he could resort to measures of that character.

He said he could have no confidence in any judicial prose-
cution. What reliance, for instance, could he place in the
verdict of a jury selected by the Sheriff of Baltimore, who was
himself concerned in the fitting out of these privateers?

I told him the Sheriff of Baltimore would have nothing to do
with the selection of the juries, the trial being before the Courts
of the United States, and not those of the State,

He said it was very hard that such things must be doing
almost under the very eyes of this Government, and that there
should be no remedy for Portugal, whose King had always
been so friendly towards the United States; that privateering
commissions from Artigas were mere absurdities, as he had
possession of no sea-port, and that there might just as well
issue commissions for privateering from Harper's Ferry or from
the Seminole Indians; that he was fully persuaded of the just
and honorable intention of the American Government, but that
“we had a most unmanageable crew.”

I answered him that I trusted he did not intend by that’
remark to cast a reflection upon the nature of our institutions;
but that, at all events, our people were quite as manageable for
every good purpose as the people of any other nation, not
excepting that of Portugal and Brazil; that we wished to take"
no part in the war carried on between the Portuguese Govern-
ment and that of Artigas, but that there could be no analogy
between Artigas and the Seminole Indians. He disclaimed any
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intention of reflecting upon our institutions, and professed, on
the contrary, great respect for them; but he recurred to the
kindness which his King had always manifested to the United
States.

I mentioned to him the case of the privateer General Arm-
strong, at Fayal, during our late war with England. He said
that ghost was always brought up against him. He had"
written about it to his Court when I mentioned it to him
before, and had received all the papers that had passed between
them and the British Government concerning it. Fayal was
an open road, incapable of resistance, and great damage was
done upon the occasion of this transaction to the houses of the
inhabitants on shore.” The British Government had offered to
indemnify all those inhabitants, but his Court had refused to
accept that indemnity without satisfaction being given to the
complaint on the part of the United States also. This was all
they could do. v

I said the result, however, was that no satisfaction had been
given to the United States.

The Abbé finally concluded by saying that he wished me to
answer his note, so that he might make his report to his own
Government. I told him there were some other subjects on
which I should be glad to converse with him, and he said he
would call at my house to-morrow. Mr. Bagot and the Vis-
count de- Quabeck, the new Chargé d’Affaires from the Nether-
lands, sent notes requesting interviews, for which I appointed
twelve and two o’clock, next Monday. On returning home to
dinner, I found Mr. Bailey and the Chevalier Courson de la
Villehelio, Captain of the French frigate La Duchesse de Berri,
now at New York. I found, quite unexpectedly, that this
*officer was an old acquaintance. He reminded me -of having
seen me at the University of Cambridge, and of having, with a
party of French officers, dined with me at my father’s house
in September, 1788. He belonged to a French squadron then
in Boston Harbor, commanded by a Mr. de Vintimille. I
recollected the circumstance distinctly, but not the person of
Mr. Courson. He has mistaken also the year, which was 1788 :
he thinks it was 1787.
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1gth. Called at the President’s. He spoke again of the ap-
pointment of a Secretary of the Navy; said he should offer it to
Commodore Rogers, who probably would decline accepting it *
—he had already declined it, when offered to him by President
Madison; and next to him he thought he should offer it to the
Chief Justice of New York, Thompson, whom he did not per-
sonally know, but whose reputation stood very high, and who
was represented as having kept entirely aloof from all the in-
trigues of the New York parties. I had mentioned to the
President the late Governor of the State of Ohio, Worthington,
as a suitable candidate from the Western country, and as having
once been a seafaring man. The President said he was not
personally acquainted with him, but he had been mentioned
to him as a man of indirect ways, upon whose steadiness no
reliance was to be placed. He preferred men of a straight-
forward character. I observed to him this day that, as the
Vice-President was from New York, Pennsylvania might have
the stronger claim to a member of the Administration. He
assented to the remark ; but, if Rogers does not accept, Thomp-
son will be the man.

The President said that-for the temporary appointment, as
Mr. Calhoun's office was immediately opposite to that of the
Secretary of the Navy, he had requested him to perform the
duties in the short interval till the appointment. I had thought
of recommending this arrangement myself.

At the office I had interviews with Mr. Bagot and with the
Viscount de Quabeck, who came in while Bagot was with me.
Mr. Bagot was appointed for, and came at, twelve o'clock. I
had directed that two should be the hour appointed for the
Viscount. One was by mistake the time fixed, and when he
came he was admitted. It was, however, merely a visit of
form, and he told me he could not apply to be presented to
the President until the arrival of his trunks from Philadelphia,
which were coming round by water, and which contained his
uniform dress.

Mr. Bagot told me that he came to redeem the pledge of
Lord Castlereagh’s promise, given last November, to commu-
nicate frankly what was doing by the European allies in rela-
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tion to Spain and South America; that the only reason why
this had not been done before was because nothing had been
matured, nothing agreed upon, nothing prepared, even to an
extent which was worth communicating. Lately, however,
some advance in the business had been made, and he had
brought me several papers to read, of which he was not au-
thorized to give or allow copies to be taken, but which were
communicated in the most entire confidence. The first was a
circular note, from Lord'Castlereagh to the five allied powers,
dated in August, 1817, and founded upon the previous applica-
tion from Spain, soliciting the mediation of the allies between
her and her Colonies. It proposes that they should undertake
the mediation, on condition that Spain should agree to three
principles to form the basis of it: 1. A general amnesty to
the insurgents. 2. That the South Americans should be admis-
sible to offices and honors equally with the Spaniards. 3. That
the Colonies should enjoy a free commerce with other nations,
subject to certain suitable preferences in favor of Spain., This is
the paper referred to in the Russian answer of November. The
original application from Spain for the mediation does not yet
appear.

The next paper exhibited by Mr. Bagot was a note from the
Duke of San Carlos, the Spanish Ambassador in England, dated
in June last, accepting the basis proposed in the British note, but
couching the promise of commercial freedom in more indefinite
terms, and intimating an expectation that the allies would guar-
antee the issue of the mediation. The first British note had, in
the most explicit manner, disclaimed every intention of resort-
ing to force against the Colonies in any event of the negotia-
tion. The reply from Lord Castlereagh to this note of the
Duke of San Carlos (which was also a circular, the Duke of
Fernan Nufiez having presented one of precisely the same tenor
at Paris, which was there published, and is now circulating in all
our newspapers), after guarding against the Spanish insinuation
of a guarantee, by repeating the firm determination in no event
whatever to employ force against the Colonies, calls upon Spain
to speak out in explicit terms and declare what she proposes
in reference to the commercial freedom to be allowed to the
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Colonies after their return to her Government. With this note
is a copy of Lord Castlereagh’s dispatch to Sir Henry Welles-
ley, the British Ambassador at Madrid, directing him to pre-
sent it. The dispatch is dated in August last, and intimates
that towards the close of that month Lord Castlereagh ex-
pected to go to the Congress of Sovereigns, at Aix-la-Chapelle,
instructing also Sir Henry Wellesley to urge the Spanish Gov-
ernment to have a Plenipotentiary there with a plan fully pre-
pared for the arrangement with the Colonies. This Congress
at Aix-la-Chapelle has since been postponed to the last week
in September. The Spanish note of June last professes also
the disposition of Spain to take such measures on the subject
as her allies may advise.

I asked Mr. Bagot if Lord Castlereagh said anything to him
of the protests by the Deputies from Buenos Ayres, and from
New Granada, against the interference of the allies. He said, no.

I asked him if he would allow me to take these papers to the
President for his perusal, with my promise and word of honor
that no copies should be taken, and that the papers should be
immediately afterwards returned to him. He declined letting
the papers go from him, but offered to go with me to the Presi-
dent’s and remain there while he should be reading the papers.

This sort of confidential distrust is usual with the British
Government, and I once had a sample of it from Count Ro-
manzoff. It is so grossly indelicate that between individuals it
could scarcely be viewed otherwise than as an insult: indeed,
Romanzoff’s caution went no further than to decline giving a
copy of what he allowed me to read. The permission to read,
with the refusal to allow papers to be taken for perusal out
of the presence of the confiding party, is altogether English.
I declined accepting Mr. Bagot's offer, but requested him to
present my thanks to Lord Castlereagh for this confidential
communication.

With regard to the expedient proposed to be attempted by
the allies, it was perhaps due to their political connections and
engagements with Spain, but I thought it not likely to prove
successful, nor could I imagine the British Government ex-
pected it would be successful. It was a step prepared in the
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descent from power of Spain to break her fall. It might be fair
and just to Spain to give her the benefit of the experiment, but
after its failure, as I thought it must undoubtedly fail, it would
be equally fair and just to Spain to put an end to all her ex-
pectations, and to that horrible war she is carrying on, by recog-
nizing the principal independent South American Governments.
Mr. Bagot assented entirely to these opinions.

Mr. Crawford had requested a meeting of the Commissioners
of the Sinking Fund at two at his office, but it was three before
I got there, and Mr. Wirt, the Attorney-General, immediately
afterwards came in. It was a question upon a transaction with
the Bank of the United States. They had given him notice
that they should sell about four hundred thousand dollars of
United States stocks, being all that they have left, unless taken-
within fifteen days, for account of the United States. A section
of their Act of Incorporation restricts them from selling stock
in the United States without giving this previous notice of
fifteen days to the Secretary of the Treasury, that, he may have
the option of taking it for public account at certain rates below
the present market price. Mr. Crawford said that, from the
present state of the Treasury, it would not be convenient to
take the stock, but there was another point upon which he had
made up his mind, and upon which the Directors of the bank
differed from him. They had got the opinion of three lawyers
to support them, but he had last year compelled them to pur-
chase near two millions of stock, to replace as much which they
had sold, after notice given by him of his intention to redeem
it. They had made the purchase at a cost of fifty-four thou-
sand dollars. His position was this: that the stock subscribed
to the Bank of the United States being made by the Act of In-
corporation redeemable by them at their pleasure, although
upon the face of it redeemable as stock only at certain periods,
if it should be sold by the bank to individuals it would still be
redeemable at the pleasure of the United States, and upon the
same terms as if it had remained in the possession of the bank.

Upon this point my opinion differed from that of Mr. Craw-
ford. I considered the provisions in the Act of Incorporation
not as changing the nature of the stock, but merely as restric-
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tions upon the bank with regard to sales. Mr. Wirt was unde-
cided, but inclined to the opinion of Mr. Crawford. It was pro-
posed that Mr. Wirt should write to take the opinion of Chief-
Justice Marshall. I urged Mr. Crawford to waive the question
by taking the whole of the stock for the public, but he was afraid
of draining so much the treasury. He finally resolved, however,
to take the three per cent. stocks, of which there were about the
amount of ninety thousand dollars, and which were the only por-
tion of the whole the redeemability of which, upon the terms
prescribed to the bank, it was of any import to the public to have
retained. ‘

2oth. At the President's. He desired me to give notice to
the other members of the Administration for a meeting at his
house to-morrow at noon to consider of the case of Captain
Hall, and also of the instructions to be given to Messrs. Galla-
tin and Rush upon the subject of certain proposals relating to
impressment, and to measures for promoting the abolition of
the slave-trade.

I reported to the President the conversation I had yesterday
with Mr. Bagot, and his proposal to accompany me to the
President’s house that he might have the opportunity to peruse
the papers. He approved of my having declined this offer,
and directed. me to assure Mr. Bagot that he was well satisfied
with the communication as made to me, and received it as a
friendly mark of confidence from the British Government.

I called at Mr. Calhoun’s office to give him the notice of the
meeting to-morrow. ke asked me to have a warrant, or com-
mission, made out for him to perform the duties of Secretary
of the Navy. On looking into the precedents and the laws, I
found that although the President is authorized to assign for
an interval of six months the duties of the Secretaries of State,
the Treasury, and of War to other officers, yet that there is no
such provision for the supplying a vacancy in the Navy Depart-
ment, which was created after the law relating to the other
Departments had been enacted. I mentioned this to Mr. Cal-
houn, that the question might be taken into consideration.

21st. Stopped at Mr. Wirt's office and gave him notice of
the meeting at the President’s house, which I had forgotten to
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do yesterday. He immediately went with me, and we found
Mr. Crawford already at the President’'s. Mr. Calhoun came
in a few minutes after us. There were three subjects upon
which the President consulted us:

1. Respecting instructions to be given to Messrs. Gallatm and
Rush relating to proposals from the British Government on the
subject of impressment and the abolition of the slave-trade.

2. On the question whether Commodore Rogers, to whom
the President has offered the appointment of Secretary of the
Navy, can be with propriety allowed to accept it and at the
same time retain his rank and commission in the navy.

3. On the proceedings of two Courts-martial upon the case
" of Captain Hall.

The first was postponed to a future day, for the want of some
dispatches from Mr. Rush, which I am to look up. With regard
to the second, the unanimous opinion was that Commodore
Rogers ought not to hold the two offices of Secretary of the
Navy and of Captain in the service together, the accumula-
tion of permanent offices in the same person being contrary
to the spirit of the Constitution and to the disposition of the
people. The case of Captain Hall involves several important
principles, and was thoroughly discussed. He was tried last
January, by a Court-martial at Baltimore, upon,a charge by
Major Satterlee Clark of having cheated him at cards—playing
loo all night long and till after daylight in the morning. It
was in evidence before the Court-martial that both the parties
were drunk—Clark slightly, and Hall so that he did not know
what he was doing. The evidence as to the intention of cheat-
ing was therefore totally deficient; yet the Court-martial found
Hall guilty, and sentenced him to be cashiered. He offered
evidence to his general character for sobriety and aversion to
gaming, which the Court rejected. He offered evidence that
there had been a quarrel between Clark and him the same
night, to discredit his testimony. The Court rejected it. Under
these circumstances, the President disapproved the sentence of
the Court, and directed a new trial by another Court-martial,
which met at Plattsburg in June last. The eighty-seventh article
of war provides that no officer shall be tried a second time for



142 MEMOIRS OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. [October,

the same offence. Storrow, the Judge-Advocate before the
second Court-martial, made a speech to convince them that
they could not try or arraign Hall, because he had been tried
once before, They decided accordingly, though Hall was ready
and desirous to be tried, and even attempted to object against
the Judge-Advocate on account of his opposition to the trial.
They refused to arraign Hall, and adjourned the Court without
day. The President thereupon took the written opinion of the
Attorney-General, which is, that notwithstanding the eighty-
seventh article of war, an officer may be tried a second time for his
own denefit after a conviction, though not after an acquittal. The
question was, what should be done; whether to send back the
case to the same second Court-martial, with the written opinion °
of the Attorney-General, and a peremptory order to them to
try Hall, or to send it to a third Court-martial, or to refer the
subject at once to Congress for an explanatory law. I found
the opinion of all the Administration fully made up, and had,
unfortunately, only doubts to suggest, in which no other mem-
ber of the Administration participated. My doubts were: I.
Whether the decision of the second Court-martial was not well
founded, and that they could, in fact, not legally try Hall. 2.
Whether the order to try him was an ordinary military order,
which they were bound to obey without enquiring into its
legality. 3. Whether they were bound by an order from the
Executive relating to the nature of the evidence, which they
must admit or reject. 4. Whether the President can lawfully
constitute one Court-martial as a Court of appeal from the de-
cision of another. Mr. Calhoun was so clear upon all these points
that he thought there was no reason for any doubt. The Presi-
dent and Attorney-General had made up their minds with equal
decision. Mr. Crawford, though occasionally a little staggered,
could not raise doubts sufficient to support mine, so that I had
really not stubbornness enough to persevere in them. I acqui-
esced in the alternative of sending back the case to the second
Court-martial with the opinion of the Attorney-General, which
I told him I thought controvertible. I suggested the question,
however, whether it would be expedient to have the same
Judge-Advocate upon the reference back, and whether another
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could be appointed. Before the decision upon this point was
taken, dinner was announced, the President having last evening
sent us invitations to remain and dine with him.
" 23d. The President took a ride on horseback to his house
. at Highland, near Aldie, Loudoun County, Virginia. At the
office I wrote a letter to J. R. Poinsett, which had been some
time since directed by the President, and answered the Abbé
Correa’s complaint against the fitting out of a vessel in the
Patuxent to cruise against Portuguese subjects and property,
and a note received from the Spanish Minister, Onis, informing
me that he is ready to exchange the ratifications of the Con-
vention of 1802, but proposing, as he has received new instruc-
tions to make proposals for a further and definitive arrangement
of all the differences between the two countries, to postpone the
exchange of ratifications until we can make the attempt to agree
upon the more comprehensive adjustment of the subjects in
discussion. Mr. John Graham made the translation of this
note, and sent it to me this day, upon which I answered it,
agreeing to postpone the exchange of the ratifications of the
Convention, and inviting an immediate communication of Mr.
Onis’s new proposals.

24th. I met Mr. Calhoun, who asked me to enquire of Mr.
Bagot whether he had any authority to agree to a temporary
line between the British territories and ours to the northwest,
and said he was establishing a line of posts in that direction to
cover our frontier and prevent the British traders from crossing

the line to trade with the Indians within our boundaries. 1I.

called afterwards at Calhoun’s office, where he showed me
upon the map the positions where the new posts are to be
established. I was engaged all the remainder of the morning
in reading over the dispatches from R. Rush, received since I
left the city in August. They lay open a field for much labor
and most assiduous industry to me. May I not be found want-
ing to my duties or to my country|

25th, When I returned home from chiirch, I found that Mr.
Onis had left two notes at my house, one containing complaints
respecting the government of Amelia Island, and the other
. with propositions for the negotiation of a treaty. This second

%
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is a note of eighteen pages, containing a history of the Spanish
settlements in Mexico over again.

26th. Calling at the President’s, I found Mr. Calhoun there.
The President returned last evening from his ride to Highland.
I read to him ‘the propositions contained in the note of Mr.
Onis, with which he was much dissatisfied, considering them
not only as altogether inadmissible, but as merely another ex-
periment upon the patience and long-suffering of this Govern-
ment. He said it was time to bring Onis to a point, and, if he
would not agree to reasonable terms, to break off the negotia-
tion. I afterwards gave the propositions to Mr. John Graham
for a translation.

The President told me that Commodore Rogers had de-
clined the appomtmcnt of Secretary of the Navy, preferring
his present station as President of the Navy Board, with which
he retains his rank as a Captain in the navy. The President
said he should now determine to offer the place either to
Mr. Snyder or to the Chief Justice of New York, Thompson.
As he. appeared to incline strongly in fivor of the latter, I
presented to him all the considerations which operate in favor
of the other. He said he would determine in the course of
the day. )

27th. At the President’'s. He was desirous of having the
reply to Mr. Onis's propositions prepared and presented for
consideration at a Cabinet meeting this day, but that was im-
possible. Mr. John Graham brought me the translation, and
told me that Pleasanton had informed him Mr. Rodney had
been prevented from coming to Washington by a fit of the
fever and ague, but that he would be here this day or to-
morrow. I called at Mr. Calhoun’s office, as he is now acting
as Secretary of the Navy, to enquire if there was a frigate or
sloop-of-war which can be sent to the Havanna to demand the
liberation of a number of Americans now in confinement there,
among whom is a Mr. William Davis Robinson. He has made
many applications for the interference of this Government to
obtain his release, and since my return here, Mr. Fairfax and
young Mitchell have been to me, time after time, with the same
request. - It was concluded to send the John Adams, now at
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New York, and which Homans says will be ready by the first
week in December.

28th. Finished the draft of a note in answer to Onis’s propo-
sitions. Took it to the President, who directed a meeting of
the members of the Administration at his house at one o’clock.
It was past one o'clock when I was going to the President’s,
but was detained half an hour by Mr. Bagot, who came, in much
agitation, with a letter which he had just received from Mr.
Barclay, the British Commissioner, under the fifth article of
the Treaty of Ghent. It appears that in running their forty-
fith parallel of latitude they find, by the observations of the
astronomers on both sides, that the existing line touching upon
Lake Champlain is about three-quarters of a mile too far north,
and that the new line will bring two forts lately built by us
within the British territory. Hassler, the American astrono-
mer, is so much alarmed at this result that he is afraid there
will be a riot among the people there to overthrow the forts
and break all their instruments, and to prevent them from pro-
ceeding upon their business. He communicated his terror to
Dr. Tyack, the British astronomer (they are both Germans),
and he to Mr. Barclay, the British Commissioner, who wrote
off immediately to Mr. Bagot, requesting him to apply for a
reinforcement of troops for their protection.

I told Bagot I thought it was nothing but a maggot in the
brain of Hassler, and that there was no danger whatever. But
I promised to mention it to the President, and inforin him of
the result. I found Crawford and Calhoun with the President,
and told them of Mr. Bagot's communication. Notice of the
fact that the astronomical observations are likely to deprive us
of our two new forts had been received yesterday from Colonel
Totten by a letter from Hassler, but the President and Calhoun
laughed at the idea of the apprehended rebellion against the
astronomers in Vermont.

We passed to the consideration of the reply to Onis’s propo-
sitions. The President himself inclined to make it merely a
verbal communication, and to give no written answer unless
Onis would declare that he was authorized to conclude a treaty

upon our ultimatum. It was, however, finally agreed that it
VoL. 1v.—10



146 MEMOIRS OF FOHN QUINCY ADAMS. [October,

should be in writing. I read Onis's propositions, and my draft
of an answer to them. Several alterations were proposed—
one to the boundary line that I had drawn up. Crawford
wanted, instead of the Red River, the chain of mountains to
the south of it. A blank was to be filled for the time, after
which the grants of land are to be held null and void: 1802,
1808, and 1811 were successively mentioned and discussed
without coming to any decision. But the great difficulty was
with regard to the renunciations of claims for indemnities. It
was concluded that some exceptions must be reserved, and I
was directed to prepare an additional paragraph to that effect. -
Meeting adjourned about four.

2gth. At the President’s. I had prepared an additional para-
graph for my letter to Mr. Onis, but it did not yet altogether
suit the President's views. He told me that he now thought it
of much less consequence than it was a year ago whether we
made any adjustment with Spain at all, and that he thought
‘Onis’s instructions now were such that he would either sign
no treaty at all, or he would sign one upon our own terms. I
left my draft with him.

He has begun that of his message, and read me two para-
-graphs—one respecting the commercial negotiation now on
foot with' England, the other concerning our relations with
.Spain. The latter was unfinished. He directed a Cabinet meet-
ing at one o’clock, upon the instructions to be given to Messrs.
‘Gallatin and Rush concerning impressment and the slave-trade.
At one we met accordingly, and discussed the question upon
‘impressment till four, without coming to any decision. Another
meeting was appointed for twelve o’clock to-morrow. Rush,
-according to his instructions, made two successive proposals
to the British Government upon impressment—one the 18th
-of April and the other the 2oth June last. The first was to
restrict reciprocally the naturalization of sailors, the other was
totally to exclude each other's seamen from the respective ser-
‘vices, whether in public or in merchant vessels, with a positive
stipulation against the impressment of men in any case. The
British Government, in the first instance, rejected both, but
afterwards, on the 13th of August, Castlereagh intimated to
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Rush, as a suggestion of his own, upon which he had not
consulted the other members of the Cabinet, that the second
proposition might be accepted with two modifications—one,
that either party may withdraw from the engagement of the
stipulation after three or six months’ notice, as in the agreement
concerning armaments on the lakes; the other, that if a British
officer, after entering an American vessel for purposes admitted
to be lawful, should find a seaman there whom he should sus-
pect to be English, he should be authorized to make a record
or procés-verbal of the fact, that it may be brought to the

- knowledge of the American Government, though not to take
the man. The deliberation of this day was, whether Messrs.
Gallatin and Rush should be instructed to agree to these modi-
fications or not. Strong objections were urged against them
both, particularly by Mr. Calhoun. Mr. Crawford inclined to
accede to them both, and the President inclined to the same.
Mr. Wirt, without expressing himself very decidedly, thought
like the President.

My own greatest. objections were against the proposal as
made by ourselves, to which I have always been utterly
averse, thinking it an illiberal engagement, contrary to .the
free, generous, and humane character of our institutions, un-
justly restrictive upon the l'-ights both of our own and of
British seamen, and having a tendency to excite the most
violent animosities in their minds against one another, and
especially among the British seamen against us. I thought it
would be now peculiarly offensive and injurious to our com-
mercial interests, doubted whether any such stipulation would
be ratified by the Senate, was confident it would give universal
dissatisfaction to the merchants, and, in the event of war, would
be found impracticable in execution. As, however, we have
made the proposal, we must abide by it, if accepted; but its
own character may justly make us scrupulous against accept-
ing any modifications which render it still more exceptionable.

Mr. Calhoun opposed the first of Lord Castlereagh’s sug-
gested modifications, as leaving it in the power of the British
Government to make the stipulation itself nugatory to us at
the very moment when it would begin to operate in our favor,
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and because, by consenting that the compact should thus be
cancelled at pleasure, we should be understood to have given
an indirect assent to the resumption of the British practice.

I concurred in this opinion, which was strenuously contested
by Mr. Crawford and Mr. Wirt, the President leaning a little
the same way. Mr. Crawford contended that the only object of
these modifications, on the part of the British Ministers, was to
make the stipulation itself palatable to their own people ; that
no British Ministers would dare.to contract such an engagement
without reserving to themselves some such apology to conciliate
the public opinion of their own country; but that if the agree- -
" ment should once be made, they would never use the privilege
of giving notice that it should be cancelled. The practice being
once abandoned, they would never incur the risk of resuming it.

Mr. Calhoun was also against acceding to the second pro-
posed modification, which would allow a" British officer to
muster and pass under inspection the crew of every American
vessel boarded by him. It would give rise to altercations, and
expose the American master to the insolence of the British
officer, scarcely less galling than the injury of impressment
itself. Calhoun added that the result of the late war had been
to raise the tone of feeling in this nation; that the success of
the menacing attitude assumed with Spain, in the case of
R. W. Meade, had raised it still higher; that any concession
by the Administration which should tend to lower that tone-
of feeling would give great dissatisfaction to the nation, and
would be used as a weapon against the Administration.

Crawford said he had mentioned the proposed modifications
to Mr. Clay last Saturday, and he thought well of them.

“ Ay,” said Calhoun, “but what will the Kentucky and
Western country newspapers say of them?” This question
occasioned a general laugh, in which Crawford heartily joined.
We all knew that Clay would think well of anything which
might excite dissatisfaction with the Administration. It was
past four o'clock when the meeting was adjourned till to-
morrow. Calhoun took me home in his carriage, and I walked
half an hour before dinner.

3oth. The adjourned Cabinet meeting was held at the Presi-
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dent’s from noon till four, and resumed after dinner till nine in
the evening. We all dined there except Mr. Wirt, who at
dinner-time went home and did not return in the evening.
The question upon Lord Castlereagh’s proposed modifications
to our proposal for abolishing impressment from our vessels
on the high seas was again resumed, and argued with much
earnestness—Crawford and Wirt adhering to their opinions,
Calhoun and I to ours. The President ultimately found a
middle term, upon which he concluded, after expressing his
regret that he was obliged to decide between us, equally
- divided in opinion as we were. He determined to reject the
second modification: first, because it implied that the board-
ing officer should have the power of mustering the crew of an
American vessel and passing them individually under his in-
spection; and, secondly, because it implied a suspicion that
we should not faithfully and sincerely carry our own laws into
execution. He would do nothing to countenance.such a dis-
trust. He also should decline acceding to the proposal that
the whole agreement might be cancelled at the option of either
party, giving three or six months’ notice, but would offer to
limit the duration of the article to a shorter period than the
remainder of the Convention. For he was convinced that if
the British Government once brought themselves to contract
the engagement not to take men from our ships, though it
.should be only for a year, they would never resort to the
practice again. They had never before yielded so far as in this
proposal. They had until now been inflexible in adherence to
the principle of their pretended right to take men from our
ships, and it would be the whole point gained on our part if
we should once obtain (though for ever so short a time) an
abandonment by them of the principle. It would come, too,
so soon after the conclusion of the late war, that in the opinion
of our people it would be considered as having resulted from it.
There was a deep anxiety in their minds, from an apprehension
that it would again give rise to war. The British Ministry
could not, in fact, abandon their pretended right without some
reservation to conciliate the pride, the interest, and the feelings
of their nation to the sacrifice,
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I then suggested the expediency of proposing that it should
be concluded as a separate article, to be acted upon by our
Senate distinctly from the remainder of the Convention, which

I thought would itself meet with much difficulty in passing
through the Senate, unless there should be additional articles
admitting us to the West India trade. I had found, upon con-
versation with Mr. King, when I passed through New York,
that he was averse to the renewal of the Convention in its
present form, and his influence in the Senate was so consider-
able, and his knowledge upon commercial subjects so exten-
sive, that I thought his opposition alone would operate strongly
against the ratification. The stipulation to exclude all British
seamen from our ships, which would have an immediate and
certain injurious effect upon our commerce, for the distant, pos-
sible, but very uncertain boon of exemption from impressment
in the next maritime war in which Great Britain shall be
engaged and we neutral, will be so far from satisfying our
people, that the general impression will be that we have been
overreached in negotiation, and probably the ratification in the
Senate will fail. :

The President readily agreed that the stipulation, if agreed
to, should be by a séparate article, and directed that the limita-
tion of its duration, to be proposed, should be four years. And,
to avoid the immediate shock to our commerce by the exclu-
sion of British seamen from our service, that it should com-
mence from the first of October, 1820.

The next subject taken up was the proposal from Lord Cas-
tlereagh that we should join in the measures recently concerted,
by treaties concluded with Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands,
for abolishing the slave-trade. The general character of these
treaties is, that the commanders of armed vessels of each of
these nations should be authorized to enter and search the
merchant vessels of the other for slaves, and, when they find
any, to carry the vessel into the nearest settlement of either of
the two nations, where they shall be tried by a mixed court,
consisting of a judge from each of the two nations and two ar-
bitrators, also one from each nation, one of whom to be drawn
by lot in each case upon which the two judges should be of
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different opinions; these mixed courts to be authorized to
condemn all slave-trading vessels of either of the two nations,
according to the penalties of their respective laws. In the
treaty with the Netherlands there are some limitations as to
the seas where this right of search in time of peace is to be ex-
ercised; but there is one article formally admitting that vessels
under convoy may be searched as well as others. Lord Castle-
reagh, by a note to Mr. Rush, communicates copies of these
treaties, inviting the United States to join in similar stipula-
tions, and expressing the conviction that the abolition of the
slave-trade cannot be effectually accomplished but by granting
this power to the officers of one nation to enter and search the
merchant vessels of another. '

The opinion was unanimous that this proposal ought not
to be acceded to. 1. Mr. Wirt thought there was no consti-
tutional authority in the Government of the United States to
establish a Court, partly consisting of foreigners, to sit without
the bounds of the United States, and not amenable to impeach-
ment for corruption, and he cited the Constitution, Article 3,
Section 1. I thought there was sufficient authority by the Con-
stitution, and likened it to the joint commissions which we have
had by treaties with Great Britain and Spdin, and to the Courts
of Admiralty which it has been proposed to establish at Naples
if we could have obtained the consent of that Government.

Mr. Wirt pointed out distinctions between the two cases—
between Courts constituted under the laws of nations and
Courts to carry into effect our municipal and penal statutes.
But, as the power of making treaties is without limitation in the
Constitution, and treaties are declared to be the supreme law
of the land, I still hold to the opinion that there is no con-
stitutional difficulty in the way.

2. Another objection was, that we could not establish these
Courts with reciprocity, as we have no possessions on the coast

of Africa.

" 3. That we have suffered so much from the practice of foreign
officers to search our vessels in time of war, particularly by
its connection with a British doctrine that after an officer has
entered for one purpose he may proceed to search for another,
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that we ought to be specially cautious not to admit of the right
of search in time of peace.

4. That it is still mere obnoxious as coupled with the pro-
vision that even vessels under convoy shall be subjected to it.

But, in declining the proposition, the President directed that
an offer should be made to stipulate in general terms; that fur-
ther laws should be made, if it should be found necessary, for
carrying into execution those already enacted for the prohibi-
tion, of the traffic by our citizens, and that a copy of the Act of
Congress of the last session to that effect should be communi-
cated to the British Government.

Upon these general ideas I was directed to draw up a letter of
instructions, and it was suggested that we should also promise
that instructions shall be given to the commanders of all our
armed vessels to take and bring in for trial any slave trading
vessel under our flag which they shall meet with upon the high
scas. But, upon question made, it did not appear that the
President is now autherized to give such orders, though he
was by the Act of 1807.

Finally, we recurred to the reply to be given to Mr. Onis'’s
last proposals for a treaty. What claims of the citizens of the
United States should we undertake to assume? How should
they be limited? Should the lands in the territories to be ceded
be pledged as the fund from which the payment of the claims
shall be made, or shall they be generally assumed to a speci-
fied amount? To ascertain the validity of the claims and their
amounts, should a Commission be instituted, joint American
and Spanish, or American alone, the United States giving a
discharge in full,to Spain for all the claims? These questions
were all amply discussed, and I was directed to make a further
addition to my draft of a note to Mr. Onis. It was resolved to
give a discharge for all claims which have been from the date of
the treaty presented at the Department of State or to the Ameri-
can Minister in Spain; that the United States will pay them
to the amount of five millions of dollars, and that a Commission
shall be appointed of three persons, all Americans, to pass upon
the claims. About nine in the evening the meeting finished.

3ist. Mr. Daniel Brent was here this morning, and a man
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who calls himself Estifano, captain of a privateer, under a com-
mission of Buenos Ayres, called the General San Martin, but
by his speech he i§ evidently an American of bur own country.
His crew ran away with his vessel frpm a West India island
and took her into Savannah, where she was seized and libelled
in the Admiralty Court at his own request. He now wants her
released, and had written me two letters to that effect. He
came this morning, first to my house, and afterwards to the
office. I found, upon enquiry, that the order for the seizure
of the vessel had been sent from the Treasury, and to that
Department referred Mr. Estifano. ‘

At the President’s, and read to him the additional paragraphs
that I had prepared in the draft of my letter to Onis, according
to the determinations of last evening. I had mistaken one of the
points, and, after calling upon Mr. Calhoun, whose recollection
agreed with that of the President, I struck it out. I gave the
draft then to Mr. Brent, to be copied off this evening, if possible,
and sent to Mr. Onis.

The President read me a paper he is preparing to send to
Captain Hall’s second Court-martial, together with the opinion
of the Attorney-General. - He assigns various reasons for dis-
approving their decision, and the first is, that the order to try
Hall was a military order, which the Court were bound to obey,
and they were not competent to disclaim their own jurisdiction.
Another, that the trial by the first Court-martial, having been
disapproved by the President, was no trial at all, and therefore
that the reference to the second Court-martial was not trying
him a second time for the same offence.

I remarked to the President that Storrow in his speech to the
second Court-martial, and that Court itself, had assumed the
direct contrary to this first reason as a principle; namely, that
the judicial character of a Court-martial necessarily absolves its
members, quoad hoc, from the military principle of unquali-
fied obedience. The abstract argument, and the argument of
analogy from the powers of other judicial Courts, seemed to be
with them. If there was express authority on the other side,
it would be decisive. I was not sufficiently versed in the
writers upon Courts-martial to know how it was,
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He said he thought it was a rule settled by express authority,
as well as by general practice, but he did not recollect any par-
ticular case in which it was settled. ‘

I said, as to the other reason, the difficulty appeared to me
to be, that if a sentence of conviction when disapproved by the
President was no trial at all, I could not see how a sentence of
acquittal, if disapproved, should be a trial. The argument of
nullity applies as much to an acquittal disapproved as to a
conviction disapproved ; and if to an acquittal, then the eighty-
seventh article of war is so far nugatory that an officer might
be acquitted ten times over, by as many successive Courts-
martial, and yet be said never to have had any trial at all.

The President said that in practice a sentence of acquittal is
never disapproved, and if the President should abuse his power
for the oppression of any individual, he would be impeachable
for it.

I said that perhaps it would be more prudent to avoid the
collision with the pride and temper of officers, whose opinions
were already committed, to send the case to a third Court-
martial, different from either of the others, and if they should
ultimately take the same ground as the last, it might be re-
ferred to Congress for an amendment or explanation of the
law.

He said he would consider whether he should not do that
at once; or, if not, whether he should not institute a special
board of officers to report upon the questions. I told him there
could be no possible doubt of the purity, humanity, and equity
of the motives which had dictated the course pursued in this
individual case. But the principles involved in it were im-
portant and serious. I disapproved the tone and spirit of
Storrow’s speech, but I separated them from the argument in
it, and I thought it desirable to pursue a course which should
avoid such a collision with the officers of the Court as would
drive them to resign or make it necessary to break them. He
said he wished much to avoid that collision, as he had a good
opinion of the officers, particularly of Eustis and Atkinson,
with whom he was personally acquainted. But something must
be done for Hall, who, though a high-tempered and violent
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man, had behaved very well during the war, had been strongly
recommended by General Gaines, and was thought to have
been persecuted by the partisans of General Brown, in the
army, because he had been an Aid-de-Camp of Ripley's.

November 1st. Sunday. 1 was compelled reluctantly to de-
vote this day to the duties of my office, to prepare the draft of
a dispatch with instructions to A. Gallatin and R. Rush, con-
formably to the decisions of the late Cabinet meetings. It
occupied the day, with the exception of an hour and a half
before dinner, in which I took a long, solitary walk, and another
hour in which I was engaged in reading the letters that came
by the mail. None from Boston or Quincy! Not even that
promised by Harriet Welsh! As the scene closes, she is too
constantly occupied to find a moment for writing, and how can
she take the pen to dissolve that last hope which she had led
us still to cherish? My mother was an angel upon earth. She
was a minister of blessing to all human beings within her
‘sphere of action. Her heart was the abode of heavenly purity. |\¥*
She had no feelings but of kindness and beneficence; yet her
mind was as firm as her temper was mild and gentle. She had
known sorrow, but her sorrow was silent. She was acquainted
with grief, but it was deposited in her own bosom. She was
the real personification of female virtue, of piety, of charity, of
ever active and never intermitting benevolence. Oh,God! could
she have been spared yet a little longer! My lot in life has
been almost always cast at a distance from her. I have enjoyed
but for short seasons, and at long, distant intervals, the happi-
ness of her society, yet she has been to me more than a mother.
She has been a spirit from above watching over me for.good, |
and contributing by my mere consciousness of her existence to ;
the comfort of my life. That consciousness is gone, and with-
out her the world feels to me like a solitude. Oh! what must
it be to my father, and how will he support life without her
who has been to him its charm? Not my will, heavenly
Father, but thine, be done.

2d. I called at the President’s, and read to him the draft of
instructions to Messrs. Gallatin and Rush, which he approved.
I found him in some displeasure at having learnt that the late

e—
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Commissioners to South America, Rodney and Bland and
Graham, are so far from agreeing in the report they are to
make, that probably no two of them will agree upon the same.
Bland arrived two days ago at Philadelphia from Valparaiso.
He had parted from the two others at Buenos Ayres, not agree-
ing then in opinion with them. Rodney and Graham, it seems,
then thought they agreed together, and until Rodney came here,
two days since, with his draft of a report prepared. Graham
then discovered some things in it which he did not approve.
Rodney insisted upon inserting them, and Graham declined
signing. So they will make their reports separately. Rodney,
the President hinted, is under the influence of Brackenridge,
the Secretary to the Commission, who is a mere enthusiast,
and so devoted to South America that he has avowed the wish
to unite all America in conflict against all Europe. Rodney,
therefore, traces the South American to the North American
revolution, and identifies them together in a manner which the
President thinks will be offensive to the European allies; and
he hinted that Rodney’s report would be purposely adapted to
the views rather of Clay and the opposition than to those
of the Administration. He said if that was not the case
Rodney would have submitted his report privately, with an
offer to modify anything that might counteract the views and
policy of the Administration; that his pursuing a different
course indicates that he feels no such delicacy, and that he will
make a report painting everything at Buenos Ayres as he saw
it, couleur de rose, and that it will be used as a weapon of
party.

The President read me then some incipient paragraphs, in
the draft of his message, concerning South America—rather
an historical review of their revolutionary struggle, and its
progress towards independence, with an opinion that it will
ultimately prevail, than a recommendation to recognize it im-
mediately. He asked me to collect for him some minutes
relating to the principal stages of the revolution, and suggested
to me the idea of seeing Mr. Bagot and enquiring of him to
what extent the confidential communications from the British
Government, of the measures concerted by the allies for a
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mediation between Spain and her Colonies, may be alluded to
in the messages without a breach of confidence.

I observed to him that he might at least allude to everything
inferable from the Spanish note of 12th of June last, which is:
public in the newspapers. He asked me to send him a paper
containing a copy of it, which I did.

The mail had brought me too fatal a confirmation of my
apprehensions in a letter from my son John, dated at Boston
last Wednesday, the 28th of October, informing me that be-
tween eleven and one o'clock of that day my mother, beloved
and lamented more than language can express, yielded up her
pure and gentle spirit to its Creator., She was born on the
1} of November, 1744, and had completed within less than a
month of her seventy-fourth year. Had she lived to the age of
the Patriarchs, every day of her life would have been filled with
clouds of goodness and of love. There is not a virtue that can
abide in the female heart but it was the ornament of hers. She
had been fifty-four years the delight of my father’s heart, the
sweetener of all his toils, the comforter of all his sorrows, the
sharer and heightener of all his joys. It was but the last time
when I saw my father that he told me, with an ejaculation of
gratitude to the Giver of every good and every perfect gift, that
in all the vicissitudes of his fortunes, through all the good
report and evil report of the world, in all his struggles and
in all his sorrows, the affectionate participation and cheering
encouragement of his wife had been his never-failing support,
without which he was sure he should never have lived through
them. She was the daughter of William Smith, minister at

' Weymouth, and of Elizabeth Quincy, his wife. Oh, God! may
I die the death of the righteous, and may my last end be like
hers! On receiving this deeply distressing intelligence, I im-
mediately left my office and came home. After indulging the
weakrress of nature, I wrote letters to my father and to my son
John. ~

3d. I omifted this day my usual attendance at the office.
Dr. Freeman, of Boston, called, but I could not see him; took
a solitary walk of near two hours before dinner, and spent the
remainder of the day and the evening at home. I expected,
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with some anxiety, by the mail, letters from Quincy, but was
disappointed. None came. Alas! what could they have told
me? If there is existence and retribution beyond the grave,
my mother is happy. But if virtue alone is happiness below,
never was existence upon earth more blessed than hers. She
was married on the 25th of October, 1764, at the age of twenty,
and had five children—three sons and two daughters. Two
only of the sons have survived her. Never have I known
another human being the perpetual object of whose life was so
unremittingly to do good. It was a necessity of her nature.

: Yet so unostentatious, so unconscious even, of her own ex-

cellence, that even the objects of her kindness often knew not
whence it came. She had seen the world—its glories, without

. being dazzled; its vices and follies, without being infected by
- them. She had suffered often and severely from fits of long

and painful sickness, always with calmness and resignation.
She had a profound, but not an obtrusive, sensibility. She
was always cheerful, never frivolous; she had neither gall nor
guile. Her attention to the domestic economy of her family

; was unrivalled—rising with the dawn, and superintending the
- household concerns with indefatigable and all-foreseeing care.

She had a warm and lively relish for literature, for social con-
versation, for whatever was interesting in the occurrences of
the time, and even in political affairs. She had been, during
the war of our Revolution, an ardent patriot, and the earliest
lesson of unbounded devotion to the cause of their country
that her children received was from her. She had the most
delicate sense of propriety of conduct, but nothing unchari-
table, nothing bitter. Her price was indeed above rubies.
But, oh, my father! my aged and ever-venerated father! what
solace is now left that can attach him to life? Merciful God,
be thou his stay and his staff, and in thy sovereign goodness
provide for him consolations such as this world cannot give.
It is for him, and to hear from him, that my anxiety now bears
upon my mind. .

I received this day a large budget of dispatches from an
agent in South America named Worthington, who has been
swelling upon his agency until he has broken out into a self-
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accredited Plenipotentiary, and the long-expected report from
C. R. Rodney, one of the late Commissioners to South Amer-
ica. Graham has declined signing it, and is to make some
additional remarks of his own. Rodney’s report is that of
an enthusiastic partisan of the South American cause, but
communicating scarcely any information additional to that -
which was already known. It consists of a very superficial
historical review of the South American Revolution, and an
apologetic eulogium upon the present Government of Buenos
Ayres. Graham admires them much less, and Bland holds
them in abhorrence and contempt. '

4th. Resumed this morning the work of preparation for a
report upon weights and measures. The pressure of current
business upon me is so unintermitting, that since the close
of the last session of Congress I have scarcely been able to
write a line upon this subject, and here is another session to
commence in ten days, when everything will be still more
hurried. Mr. D. Brent called upon me this morning, and
mentioned the turn which circumstances are taking in relation
to the late Commissioners to South America. No two of them
agree in their views, and each of them will make a separate
report. Bland had a very sharp misunderstanding with Rodney
and with Brackenridge, the Secretary to the Commission, before
he left them. Rodney now says that Bland left them against
his consent to go to Chili. Graham says that though Rodney
had at first thought that measure unnecessary, yet it had been
ultimately agreed to unanimously. Purviance, lately returned
from Baltimore, says it is currently reported there that Bland
was concerned in the South American privateering with Skin-
ner, the Postmaster at Baltimore, and that he went to Chili on
that business, upon the pretence of his public trust. Rodney
and Brackenridge countenance these reports, but Graham has
entire confidence in Bland’s integrity. Bland has just returned
from Valparaiso, and was this day at the office. He says that
he shall be prepared in the course of ten days with his report.
His opinions of the Government of Buenos Ayres continue to
be unfavorable, and he gave me some account of the misun-
derstanding between Mr. Prevost and Captain Biddle, of the
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Ontario, which occasioned Prevost to leave the ship, and which
is barely hinted at in Prevost’s letters. All these things tend
to confirm what the experience of this country has almost
invariably proved—the extreme difficulty of maintaining har-
mony in joint commissions,
/ Mr. Hyde de Neuville requested an interview, and came to
the office. He spoke of several affairs of little consequence :
a complaint from a French master of a vessel at New York,
not only that he could not recover a deserting sailor, but was
sued by him and compelled to deliver his clothes. There was
a bill before Congress last session to remedy this evil, and I
* showed him that it was among the earliest orders of the day
to be taken up at the next. I advised him to write to me on
the subject, which he said he would. Also upon applications
he has heretofore made to obtain a reduction of the duties
upon French wines. On this point he is exceedingly solicit-
ous, and seems to think that the only obstacle to his obtaining
the object is the opinion of Mr. Lowndes against it. He was
at the last session of Congress Chairman of Ways and Means,
and objected to De Neuville that there was a heavy duty upon
American cottons in France. I myself had mentioned to him
the restrictive and excluding system which they are resuming
in their Colonies against us. He says he has written upon
that subject to France, and has received answers expressing a
favorable disposition and asking him to present further views
concerning it, to see if anything can be done reconcilable to
their necessary attention to their own interest, '

Then he spoke of a claim for one hundred thousand francs
upon bills drawn by General Armstrong, while Minister in
France, under the Louisiana Convention, and afterwards pro-
tested by Armstrong’s own request. He said he had been
in communication with the Secretary of the Treasury on this
affair, and would see further if he could not get it through
with him before he would trouble me with it. He also re-
minded me of a long note from him yet unanswered, con-
cerning the claims of France to special favors in the ports of
Louisiana. I told him I kept that for a “ bonne bouche.”

At last he came to the real object of his visit, and said, “Eh
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bien| aurons-nous la paix?” meaning between the United States
and Spain. I told him he must ask Mr. Onis. It was in his
hands. He had several days been in possession of my note,
and there appeared to be but one point upon which it was
possible he should have any difficulty. That was the western
boundary. I had given him on this point our ultimatum. We
had retreated to the wall, and Onis had in fact only to say yes
or no to settle the final question whether our differences with
Spain are to be adjusted or not. He asked whether we had
been more yielding than heretofore. I showed him, upon
Melish’s map, the line offered in my note, upon which he only
remarked that we might have taken the Columbia River from
its source to its mouth, instead of the forty-first parallel of
latitude, from the Snow Mountains to the South Sea. He spoke
of the earnestness with which he had endeavored to promote
this adjustment with Spain; of his efforts to produce the con-
viction that Spain must make some conciliatory concession; of
his having hazarded even his own party standing by his zeal in
favor of the pretensions of the United States; and, finally, of his
regret that this negotiation must fail. For he did not admit
that Onis had shown him my note, though it was evident he
had, even the part in which it is offered to agree that the United
States will give a certificate that they have received no com-
pensation from France for the French spoliations within Spanish
jurisdiction. For it escaped him to say that as to Spain having’
any claims upon France on that account, it was ridiculous;.
France certainly would not pay for the same thing twice.

I told him plainly that the President was more indifferent:
now than he had been a year ago to the issue of this negotia--
tion; that we knew we should obtain more by delay than we
now offered to accept, and that we might quietly wait for the:
operation of time. '

He then asked what would be done about South American:
affairs. I told him they might be arranged as the allied sove-
reigns should agree, if they could agree upon, and could pre-
vail upon the South Americans to agree to, their plan.. He
said France was very desirous of acting in concert with the

United States. I told him France had been more reserved with
VOL, 1V.—11
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us on this affair than England. She had communicated to us—
nothing. - He asked what there had been to communicate. I
said, at least her answer to the British circular plan for the
mediation between Spain and her Colonies, dated August, 1817.

He said the Duke de Richelieu’s last dispatch to him prom-
ised him a full communication upon the subject shortly, but he
was confident the allied powers would not agree upon their
plan, and that Spain would ultimately lose her Colonies. I am
obliged very much to compress the substance of this conver-
sation, for want of time to record it.

At the President’s I met Mr. Calhoun. The President read
to us the draft of his message so far as he has prepared it,
which occasioned some remarks. Calhoun questioned whether
the affair of Amelia Island was not made too prominent. He
:said that had been much discussed, but the public were now
‘well satisfied with what had been done there. But, I observed,
the President had now taken a new view of it, as connected
‘with the Seminole War. Calhoun questioned the evidence of
‘this fact, and appeared quite surprised when I mentioned that
Ambrister had a commission from McGregor. He was so
-confident there was nothing to prove this in the official docu-
ments that I doubted where I had seen it. In the evening, at
‘home, I found it in the proceedings of the Court-martial upon
.Ambrister’s trial.

The President and Mr. Calhoun both had letters from New
York highly commendatory. of Smith Thompson, the Chief
Justice of that State, for the office of Secretary of the Navy.
“The President said he had written and offered him the place
.several days ago, and expected his answer to-morrow.

I left with the President Mr. Rodney’s report and vouchers,
.After I came home, two young men, named Nicklye and Lowell,
-came to my house, and kept me more than an hour with a com-
-plaint that a cargo belonging to them, going in a Spanish vessel
from one port to another on the Spanish Main, had been taken
by the Brutus, Captain Joby, one of Aury’'s privateers, and
irregularly condemned by General Arismendi, in the island of
Margarita. They brought a protest and documents to vouch
ithe facts, 1 asked them to address me.a letter officially and
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enclose their vouchers—promised to lay them before the Pres-
ident, and told them they would be sent to the agent in Vene-
. zuela, with instructions to remonstrate against the proceedings
and demand indemnity for the loss. But these young men
were not satisfied with this. They told me their story over and
over again, complained how hard their case was—it was all
their little property, and without insurance. They had called
tipon me at my house, and not in office hours, for my private
advice. They could tell me many things. against Arismendi
and the pretended patriots of Venezuela. There was a privateer
of Brion's at Norfolk: could not the Government seize that
to indemnify them? To all this I answered with civility and
temper, but when my opinions did not suit them, one of them
was for arguing every point with me, till my patience failed. I
told them there was no doubt but that they had been greatly
wronged, and the Government would do everything in its power
to obtain redress for them. If they were not satisfied with the
opinions I had given them, they could apply to legal counsel,
and act according to their advice. If I had not spoken to them
in this way, they would have kept me till to-morrow morning.
It was between six and seven when they left me. ‘
The Abbé Correa also called, upon his return from Phila-
delphia. He told me he had a Secretary of Legation at last
arrived, and should write to me officially to ask to present him
to the President. There are also other objects upon which he
proposes to make occasional and official communications. He
has not received the packet from Palmella which I received
from England and forwarded to him last Saturday to Philadel-
phia. Speaking of the meeting of the sovereigns at Aix-la-
Chapelle, he said there was an Italian proverb that when the
foxes met there was sure to be destruction among the fowls.
sth. I collected the passages from the Amelia Island docu-
ments published by Congress at their last session, and those in
the proceedings on the trial of Ambrister, showing the connec-
tion between McGregor's expedition and the Seminole War,
and took them to Mr. Calhoun and to the President. Calhoun
thought that in the message the whole history should be traced,
from the time of Nicholls's expedition during the late war to
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the time of the trial of Arbuthnot and Ambrister. I was of
the same opinion. At the President’s I met Mr. Crawford.

'The President read to us the additional paragraphs of the draft

of his message that he is preparing. The paragraph respecting
our relations with Spain is nearly finished. That concerning
South America is not yet begun. Some desultory conversation
concerning it took place between us. _
6th. I was employed till breakfast-time in looking up docu-
ments relating to the proceedings of the British Colonel,
Nicholls, in Florida, before and after the conclusion of the
late war between the United States and England. I called at
Mr. Calhoun’s office to ask for copies of certain papers in that
Department concerning Nicholls. At the President’s I found
Mr. G. Hay, who, with his wife and family, arrived here last
evening. The President was still engaged upon his draft of the
message, and appointed a Cabinet meeting to consider of it
for twelve o'clock to-morrow. He appeared to have some
hesitation what to say upon South American affairs, and, after
consulting me some time, asked me to take a pen and sketch a
paragraph upon the subject—which I did. It was, of course,
hastily written, and to be altered in phraseology to suit his own
taste. He took it, and said he thought it would do in substance.
7th. The meeting at the President’s next followed. Glenn,
the District Attorney in Baltimore, applied some time since
for permission to employ the Attorney-General to assist him
in prosecuting several distinguished persons there for being
concerned in privateers fitted out to cruise against Portuguese
vessels under the flag of Artigas. The Attorney-General does
not incline to appear in the causes, because he thinks, under
principles lately settled by the Supreme Court of the United
States, the persons accused cannot be convicted. He said he
thought the Abbé Correa was pushing for the conviction of
those persons very indiscreetly, and said the Abbé had even
offered him a fee to engage him in the prosecution. The Presi-
dent thought with Mr. Wirt, that it was not necessary that ke
should be concerned in the prosecution; and without him it
is easy to foresee what will be the result of it under Glenn's
management. But the object of the President in calling this
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meeting was to read the draft of the message so far as he had
proceeded, and consult our opinions upon it. Some observa-
tions were made on the paragraph respecting the commercial
negotiation now on foot in England. . No ultimate diversity-
of opinion, however, on that point. The part relating to the
war in Florida passed also with very little comment—though
Calhoun thinks there is too much said in it about the old ssory
of Amelia Island, and that the President appears in this part of
the message to justify General Jackson rather than himself. And
it certainly does countenance much more strongly the ground
that I took in favor of Jackson’'s proceedings at the Cabinet
meetings in July than I was able to obtain then. But the part
which occasioned the principal discussion was that relating to -
South America. ' It was not entirely prepared, but its general
plan was such as I had advised—referring to the return of the
Commissioners from South America, to their reports, and to the
mediation which the allied powers of Europe have undertaken
between Spain and her insurgent Colonies—collecting this fact
from the circular note of Spain to the allies, delivered last June,
and inferring from their policy hitherto that, whatever the result
of their mediation might be, they would not use force to carry
it into effect.

A long discussion arose whether the President should not
express his satisfaction that no force was to be used; dnd this
led to a suggestion from Calhoun that a full and elaborate view
of our policy hitherto pursued’in this respect should be taken,
with a strong expression of sentiment and wishes in favor of
the patriots, and an argument to prove the inexpediency of a
public acknowledgment of their Governments for the present.
He thought even that the instructions given last summer to
Messrs. Gallatin, Rush, and Campbell, in favor of the South
Americans, ought to be communicated. It was observed by
him and Mr. Crawford that the main argument used in Con-
gress at the last session against the recognition of Buenos
Ayres as an independent Government was, that Commissioners
had been sent to obtain information and it was proper to wait
for their return. They had now returned, their reports would
be communicated to Congress, and the opinion of the Execu-
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tive upon the result would be expected, with some reason
assigned for still postponing the acknowledgment of the revo-
lutionary Governments. It was scarcely possible, Calhoun said,
to be too explicit in the communications from the Executive
to Congress. He had felt it by experience, when a member of
the House. When the reasons for the policy of the Execu-
tive were not thus explained, it became necessary to make them
known by personal intercourse with the individual members,
which occasioned jealousies and heart-burnings and gave rise
to insinuations of improper influence. It would be asked why
the reports were communicated, and why anything was said
of South America, unless it was the intention of the President
to recommend the adoption of some measure; and, as that of
recognition would not be recommended, the reasons should be
assigned for not recognizing, and, at the same time, the senti-
ment and wish of the Executive for the establishment of their
independence strongly expressed.

Mr. Wirt thought it was a part of the constitutional du{y of
the President, and recurred to the article in the Constitution
which prescribes that the President shall from time to time
recommend to Congress such measures as he shall judge neces-
sary and expedient. But this case is precisely the reverse; for
he does not think it necessary or expedient to recommend any
measure.

I said I saw no objection to the President’s stating to Con-
gress that he did not contempldte any departure from the im-
partial neutrality hitherto observed in the contest between
Spain and the South Americans. But, recurring to the mes-
sage at the commencement of the last session, I observed that
the communication to Congress of the reports of the Commis-
sioners after their return naturally followed, from the manner
.in which their mission was mentioned then. And although
Mr. Rodney’s report was a perpetual argument in favor of the
recognition of Buenos Ayres, yet the facts disclosed in it, as
well as the opinions of the other Commissioners, afforded
ample reason for postponing the acknowledgment of the Gov-
ernment of Buenos Ayres. Another reason equally decisive for
that postponement was the mediation undertaken by the Euro-
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pean allies between Spain and South America, which is now in
operation, and which we know must fail, because it goes upon
the principle of restoring the Colonies to the subjugation of
Spain and yet utterly disclaims the application of force in any
event. It is our true policy to let this experiment have its full
effect, without attempting to disturb it, which might unneces-
sarily give offence to the allies; and after it shall have failed, as
fail it must, and as England certainly must know it will, we shall
then be at perfect liberty to recognize any of the South Ameri-
can Governments without coming in collision with the allies.
These were reasons more than sufficient to be substituted
for that of waiting for the report of the Commissioners, which
was used at the last session for postponement. But with re-
‘gard to the facts relating to the European mediation, some of
them had been communicated to us in close confidence by the
British Government, and the President could not dilate upon
them without giving them a color to charge us with a breach
of that confidence. Still less can he enlarge upon the facts in
the internal condition of South America which operate against
. the acknowledgment of the Government of Buenos Ayres, the
principal of which is that they pretend to the sovereignty of
the whole Viceroyalty of La Plata, while Portugal is in pos-
session of Montevideo, Artigas of the Banda Oriental, Paraguay
under other separate government, and the Spanish royalists in
five other provinces. To assign these reasons would be doubt-
less offensive to Pueyrredon and his Government, yet they are
reasons decisive for not acknowledging them at present. As
to expressing sentiments and wishes in favor of the patriots,
and at the same time giving all the reasons for not acknowl-
edging their Governments, it would probably give dissatisfac-
tion to both parties, and be liable to the charge of duplicity
from both: from Spain, as incompatible with the profession of
neutrality ; from the patriots and their partisans here, as empty
professions, contradicted by the refusal to do the only act which
they ask of you, and which could manifest your friendship for
them and your sympathy with their cause.

Crawford said he had no doubt this objection would be taken
to such a course, and by those who were of very high con-
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. sideration in Congress. He nevertheless inclined to its being
taken. The President entered but little into this discussion,

" nor did he pronounce his own determination upon it. Calhoun
said that we were unanimous in the opinion that the recogni-
tion ought not now to take place. Crawford and Wirt did not
contradict it. The conversation burnt out by four o'clock.

8th. I began the draft of a dispatch to G. W. Erving, in which
I propose to give a succinct account of the late Seminole War
from its origin, and to trace the connections between Arbuth-
not, Ambrister, Woodbine, Nicholls, and McGregor with that
war, in such a manner as completely to justify the measures of
this Government relating to it, and as far as possible the pro-
ceedings of General Jackson. The task is of the highest order:
may I not be found inferior to it! I made some progress in
the draft, but it must be the work of several days.

oth. .I received a note from the President asking me to call
upon him at twelve o'clock with the statement of General
Jackson’s allegations against the Governor of Pensacola and
the Commandant of the fort of St. Mark’s, and also as he
wished to show me the modification to certain parts of the
message. I went accordingly with Jackson's letter of 23d
May to the Governor of Pensacola. The new paragraph for
the message related to -the mediation of the allies between
Spain and South America, and was entirely conformable to the
views that I had presented at the meeting on Saturday, com-
bined with those presented by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Crawford.

Mr. De. Neuville came and spent the evening with me. His
object was to talk over with me the state of our negotiation
with Spain, to ascertain whether we would yield ‘anything fur-
ther on the western boundary, and whether we contemplated
any hostile measure towards Spain.

I told him that as to the western boundary we had retreated
to the wall ; we had given our ultimatum to Mr, Onis, and only
wished from him an explicit answer, yes or no. He said he
was extremely sorry to find us still so wide apart. He had had
a long conference this morning with Mr. Onis, who could not
agree to our terms. His powers would not authorize him to
agree to them. But he might make other propositions to us,
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if there was any chance of their being accepted. I told him
that if relating to the western boundary, they would be useless.

He said Mr. Onis wanted him to interpose by a note or a
declaration of France in favor of Spain, but intimated that he had
declined, and told him that if he did give a declaration it would
displease both parties, for it would be against the United States
upon the Florida and French Consular points, and against Spain
upon the western boundary. As to the indemnities for French
Consular and privateering depredations in Spain, neither Spain
nor the United States could have any claim upon France on
that account; that was quite out of the question. :

I told him that the United States neither had nor demanded
anything from France on that score. But if France, as a com-
mon and impartial friend to both parties, interposed with her
advice to arrange their differences, we did not expect that she
would present herself at the same time as making common
cause with Spain upon any of them. -As to declarations, France,
under the Government of Napoleon, had already given them
as strong and explicit against us as Spain could desire, and
Spain had taken all the advantage from them that she could
derive. The present Government of the Bourbons was not
committed upon them; and as Spain and the United States
were not to agree, and any formal interposition or declaration
of France could have no sort of effect, as a friend, I would
advise him to avoid any interposition at all.

He professed to acquiesce in this opinion. He spoke also of
South America; said he had now full and accurate information
of its interior; that Mexico was in a state of perfect and entire
subjection to Spain, without an appearance of rebellion against
the royal Government, and that Pueyrredon was ready to re-
ceive a Prince of the family of Spain to be the King of Buenos
Ayres. I congratulated him upon the accuracy of his informa-
* tion, but I believe he thought I was laughing at him. He also
told me he knew all about the arrangement between Spain and
Portugal. Montevideo was to be given up, but Portugal was to
remain afterwards neutral between Spain and her Colonies. I
asked him to whom Montevideo was to be given up for Spain.
He said, “To a competent force.” *“And whence was that
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competent force to come?” He did not know. He admitted,
however, that the course of events would assume their own
character in spite of anything that could be done by the allies.
He spoke again about the claim of France to special favors in
the ports of Louisiana, and intimated to me, as he had done
several times before, that Mr. Crawford is of opinion the claim
of France in this case is just.
1oth. I was at the President’s, and urged him to obtain
authority from Congress to keep hold of the posts in Florida
till Spain resumes her negotiations with us.

11th. The Spanish Minister, Onis, came to my office at two
o’clock. I had received yesterday from him a note, stating
that having heard the otker foreign Ministers had been reccived
at a private audience by the President to present their respects
to. him, he, wishing not to be behind them in manifesting his
respect for the chief magistrate, requested an audience for that
_purpose and to present to him the gentlemen of his Legation.
I sent to request him to call at my office to-day, and when he
came told him that Mr. Bagot and the Viscount de Quabeck
had had audiences to deliver letters from their sovereigns,
and the Abbé Correa, at his particular request, to present his
Secretary of Legation, newly arrived, but that no other of the
foreign Ministers had had an audience. If he had any gentle-
man attached to his Legation not yet presented, and was de-
sirous of an audience to present him, the President would very
readily grant it. He said he would not give the President that
trouble. He had supposed a// the foreign Ministers now here
except himself had asked for audiences and been received, and
did not know that it had applied only to those who had special
occasion for it. He had a new Cavalier de Légation, Mr.
La Serna, and Mr. Noél had returned from New Orleans, but
he should be satisfied to present them at the first drawing-
room, as had been practised last year, and was only anxious
not to be wanting in any proper mark of respect to the Presi-
dent. He then said something about our negotiation; that he
should shortly send me a reply to my last note; that he could
not agree to my proposal for the western boundary ; that they
had always supposed our proposed line would be north to the
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Missouri and follow the course of that river; that as to the
cancelling of the Spanish grants of lands prior to the cession,
they could not go back, as we had proposed, to the year 1802,
but he thought we should be able to agree upon a middle term;
that he had just received dispatches from his Government to
the 31st of August, and that if, after his reply to my last note
of proposals, we could not agree, we could then exchange the
ratifications of the Convention of 1802. I'called at Calhoun’s
office to enquire for documents réspecting the destruction of
the negro forts, and others to be referred to in the letter I am
preparing to Erving. ' '
12th. I was at the President’s, and he read to me the remain-
ing part of his intended message. The draft is now nearly
completed. I called at Calhoun’s office with some fresh docu-
ments from General Jackson respecting the harboring and
supplying of Indians at Pensacola. Those respecting the de-
struction of the negro fort were at length obtained from the
Navy Department, and aré important. I was engaged in per-
using them and some others at my office till near five o’clock.
16th. The President had sent back my draft of a letter to G.
W. Erving, requesting me not to close it till after seeing him.
There were two or three words which he thought it would be
best to omit, and which I accordingly struck out, but there was
a passage which I thought it highly important to retain, and to
which he objected, from the apprehension of its giving offence
to the British Government, by referring too directly to their
policy in relation to our Indian affairs. It was precisely in the
kernel of the vindication of Jackson’s execution of Arbuthnot
and Ambrister, and if left out would very much weaken the
case made. I defended the passage so strenuously that the
President finally directed me to show it to Mr. Crawford and
Mr. Calhoun, and, if they should agree with me in opinion, to
retain it. At my office it was’like two-thirds of the time that I
pass there—a hurly-burly day, a perpetual succession of objects
rushing upon my attention, and leaving no time for reflection or
steady application to any one. I took to Mr. Calhoun my draft
to Erving and some of the principal documents that support it.
He agreed in opinion with me upon the passage to which the
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President objects. Received from Mr. Onis a long reply to my
last note, with enclosures.

17th. Great part of this morning employed in collecting the
documents to be sent with my letter to G. W. Erving, to whom
I made a draft of another letter, informing him that at his re-
peated and urgent request a successor will be appointed to the
mission at Madrid. »

The message of the President to Congress was this day sent
in. He told me that he would himself send copies of it to the
Governors of the several States and to the former Presidents.
Mr. Calhoun called upon me with my draft of a letter to
Erving. He has partly come over to the President’s opinion,
and advises to soften and modify the passage to which he
objected. I sent the draft to Mr. Crawford for his revision.

The French Minister, Hyde de Neuville, came to talk with
me about our negotiations with Spain and to urge our yielding
further upon the western boundary of Louisiana. He said he
had thought we offered the forty-second degree of latitude,
running to the South Sea; but I had very explicitly told him,
and shown him, that it was the forty-first. He went over all
the arguments he could muster; but I repeated to him, and
requested him to write to the Duke of Richelieu, that we had
retreated to the wall upon that quarter, and would never give
up one drop of the waters of the Mississippi. I told him I
would, however, give him a certificate that he was a faithful
liege to the King of Spain. He said Onis would give him a
counter-certificate that he was a true American. He said the
President’s message had given more information than he knew
of in respect to the mediation of the allies between Spain and
her Colonies—particularly that they did not intend to apply
force. He thought nothing had been agreed upon in that
respect. It was not known even that it would have been treated
of at Aix-la-Chapelle at all. I asked him for what reason the .
conferences there had been suspended for a month. He said
it was on that account, it was true, but nothing had been agreed
upon. He asked me quite confidentially, and with an air of
mystery, what possible motive Portugal could have for taking
such pains to prevent a settlement of the differences between
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the United States and Spain. I told him the motive was very
obvious. Portugal had herself a quarrel with Spain, in which
at its first eruption the allied powers, in my opinion somewhat
unadvisedly and hastily, had taken part with her adversary.
The policy of Portugal was therefore forced and unnatural.
She was under a pressure which compelled her to take advan-
tage of everything that can help to extricate her from her
embarrassment. Nothing can serve her purpose in this respect
better than the continuance of misunderstanding between the
United States and Spain, and, as England has reconsidered her
first movements in the affair between her and Spain, and now
sides with Portugal, she has a fair chance of coming off with
flying colors. This I said as explaining the motive; but with
regard to the fact, what was the ground of his insinuation that
Portugal did take any part in fomenting our differences with
Spain? .

He declined giving any further explanation, and repeated
that what he had said was strictly confidential. He meant to
insinuate that the Abbé Correa was taking pains to prevent
Onis from coming to terms with us. I told him I was per-
fectly satisfied that Spain had no intention of coming to terms
with us. The note which I had received from him yesterday
was demonstration of it. He insisted upon the punishment of
General Jackson. He proposed, as we could not agree, to
refer the whole matter to the Congress of sovereigns at Aix-
la-Chapelle. What was this but arrant trifling? He said that
he could not undertake the defence of Mr. Onis’s notes. I told
him that while Mr. Onis wrote such notes he must be sensible
there could be no chance of our coming to an arrangement.

He left me in very good humor. .
" 18th. I stopped at Mr. Crawford’s office and took my draft
of a dispatch to G. W. Erving, to which he proposed a few
alterations and one addition, to all which I readily agreed. A
modification of the sentence objected to by the President is to
be made. Crawford told me that he had good news this morn-
ing from Georgia—that Forsyth and Elliott were elected Sena-
tors by the Legislature; though, he said, Forsyth’s place would
be missed in the House of Representatives, as Chairman of the
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Committee of Foreign Relations, particularly as Lowndes had
stayed away to avoid being Chairman of the Committee of
Ways and Means. Smith, of Baltimore, stood next, but the
Speaker for the last two years had taken a particular grudge
against him, and never missed an occasion of attacking him.
I said if he appointed him Chairman of the Committee I
presumed he would at least observe some decency with him,
which he did not last winter. He said Clay treated scarcely
anybody with decency last winter, but he thought he would
be much smoother this session. He held very much to his
place as Speaker of the House, and if he continued this winter
his last year’s course he would certainly not be Speaker of the
next House. He had disclaimed at home any intention of
opposing the Administration, and he had done the same thing
individually to him. Upon the whole, he hoped we should
have a fair-weather session. Judge Bland called at my office
to enquire if I had perused his report and had any remarks to
make upon it. I had not. The report alone is of more than
three hundred quarto pages. I told him I would peruse it as
soon as possible, as he is desirous, as soon as he can, to return
home. I was deeply engaged all the remainder of the day in
hunting up and examining documents for my letter to Erving.
19th. Major William Jackson, of Philadelphia, called upon
me; he is here as agent for the surviving officers of the Revo-
lutionary War who are applying to Congress for further re-
muneration for their services. He left with me a copy of his
memorial to Congress, and of a pamphlet that he has lately
printed on the subject. He says the President has promised
all his support to the memorial, and requested, if it should be
in my power, to give any assistance to it, which I assured him
I would. As he was the Secretary of the Convention of 1787,
which formed the Constitution of the United States, I asked
him to call again at my office this day, to look at the journals
and papers deposited by President Washington in the Depart-
ment of State, 1g9th March, 1796, and, if he could, to explain
the condition in which they are. He did accordingly call, and
looked over the papers, but he had no recollection of them
which could remove the difficulties arising from their dis-
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orderly state, nor any papers to supply the deficiency of the
missing papers. He told me that he had taken extensive
minutes of the debates in the Convention, but, at the request
of President Washington, had promised they should never be
published during his own life, which he supposed had been a
loss to him of many thousand dollars. He told me how he
had been chosen Secretary to the Convention, for which place
W. T. Franklin and Beckley were his competitors, and said
that by far the most efficient member of the Convention was
Mr. Madison; that Mr. Hamilton took no active part in it, and
made only one remarkable speech. He also said Mr. King had
told him he could perhaps supply some papers relating to the
Convention, of which he was a member,

20th. I finished the amended draft of my letter to G. W.
Erving. At the President’s. I urged him upon the point
of obtaining authority from Congress to take possession of
Florida in case of any new hostilities from the Indians there
against us. He thinks it best to wait and see what the allies
will do at Aix-la-Chapelle. Judge Bland called at the office:
he wishes to return home. I have been able to read but a
very small part of his report, and am obliged to give it imme-
diately to be copied; but from what I have read I have formed
a very favorable opinion of it. Mr. G. Graham also came to
the office, and gave me an account of his mission to the Trinity
River, from which he has just returned. He had a sort of ne-
gotiation, it seems, with Lallemand and Lafitte, from which
it appears that Lallemand's case is desperate. Graham’s trans-
actions with Lafitte, as related by himself, did not exactly
tally with my ideas of right, and they were altogether unau-
thorized. He says Lafitte told him that he had commissions
for his privateers from the Mexican Congress, but they were
like Aury’s commissions, and he (Graham) advised him to take
a commission of Buenos Ayres, and gave him a letter to De
Forrest, at New York, to assist him in obtaining one, and that
Lafitte took his advice, and immediately dispatched a man to
New York for that purpose. Now, I should not be surprised
if we should hear more of this hereafter, and not in a very
ple?sant manner. But it was all of Graham’s own head, and,
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in my opinion, not much to the credit of its wisdom. He is
for taking immediate possession of Galveston, and so am I;
and he has persuaded the President that we have offered Spain
too much in consenting to take the Sabine for the boundary at
the Gulf of Mexico. He thinks we should go to the Brazos °
de Dios. The President wrote me a note suggesting a wish
that I should send Onis, as soon as possible, an answer to his
last letter, and, as he has rejected the western boundary offered
as our ultimatum, the United States must no longer be bound
to accept it. I was therefore engaged all the evening upon the
draft of a new letter to Onis, and left it unfinished.
2ist. Finished my draft of a letter to Onis, which I took
to the President’s, read to him, and left with him.
23d. Finished at length a draft of a letter that I have had
some time in hand to R. Rush, and took it to the President,
with whom I left it some time for consideration. He returned
me the draft of a letter to Onis, with some alterations which he
suggested as necessary. He thought, among other things, that
I had gone rather too far in the justification of Jackson’s pro-
ceedings in Florida. He says he is decidedly of opinion that
those proceedings have been attended with good results, and
that they were in the main justifiable. But they were certainly
not contemplated in any of the instructions given to Jackson.
He thinks they were not covered by them. He also thinks
that the ultimate and deliberate opinion of the public will not
+entirely justify Jackson, in which opinion I entirely concur.
He therefore supposes the greatest and most effectual service
the Government can render Jackson is by shielding and sup-
porting him as much as they can, but without committing the
Administration itself upon points on which the final and im-
partial verdict of the public must be against him. This is wise
and just and generous policy. I took the letter, by the Presi-
dent’s directions, to Mr. Calhoun, requesting him to peruse and
pass it over to Mr. Crawford.
24th. Finished the draft of a letter to A. Gallatin, and took
it to the President, with whom I left it. He returned me that
I had left with him yesterday, intended for Mr. Rush, without
remark or proposal of alteration—which was unusual; but he
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told me, with some apparent agitation, that a person had been
to him last evening and told him that Mr. Bagot was going to
have a christening at his house, of his daughter ; that the Prince
Regent was to stand sponsor, and I was to stand as the repre-
sentative of the Prince Regent; and asked me what there was
in it. I said it was true Mr. Bagot was going to have his child
christened next Friday evening; that he had called yesterday
at my house and given to Mrs. Adams an invitation to herself
and me to attend at the christening, which was to be at seven
o'clock, and after it, at eight, was to commence a ball, to which
all the world was invited ; that the Prince Regent was to be
sponsor for the child, but I was not to be the representative of
the Prince Regent. No such idea, to my knowledge, had ever
been thought of by Mr. Bagot. He had certainly mentioned
none such to Mrs. Adams. He had told her that the Prince -
Regent’s representative would be Mr. Greuhm, the Prussian
Minister, his sovereign being a family relation of the royal
family of England. Mrs. Adams had told Mr. Bagot that,
owing to a calarhity which had befallen us in our own family,
we did not yet go at all abroad into company, but Mr. Bagot
having answered that this was a religious solemnity, upon
which he had hoped we should make an exception, Mrs.
Adams had. told him we would come to the christening, and
immediately afterwards withdraw, before the ball begins. 1
should have given the same answer; but, as I had in fact given
none, I could yet, if he thought it advisable, decline.

He said no—he thought there would be no necessity for that;
but, as the account of the christening would doubtless be pub-
lished, it would be well to have it stated that we retired im-
mediately after the ceremony. And he asked me if the other
heads of Departments were invited. I told him I did not know,
but I believed not to the christening—they doubtless were to
the ball; and I supposed Mr, Bagot's motive for asking us was
the special relation between him as a foreign Minister and the
Department to which I belong.

The President said that the story of my being to represent
the Prince Regent was told him last evening by a person

friendly to me; that he did not believe it, and had said so, but.
VOL. 1V.—12
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that it would injure me very much, and if he should hear of it
again he would contradict it, as he wished me also to do. He
could not conceive what motive there could be for persons to
make up such stories.

I told him I certainly had not expected that a political use
was to be made of an invitation from Mr. and Mrs. Bagot to
my wife and me to be present at the christening of their child;
but the motive did not lie very deep. There had been a spirit
at work ever since I came to Washington very anxious to find
or make occasion of censure upon me. That spirit I could not
lay. My only resource was to pursue my own course accord-
ing to my own sense of right, and abide by the consequences.
To which the President fully assented.

Mr. Bagot came, and I had a conversation of two hours with

~him. He had an instruction from Lord Castlereagh to make
enquiries concerning the crime of forgery in this country. He
supposed it a circular, but did not exactly understand what it
meant, whether referring to the laws for its punishment, or to
the fact of its frequency and extent, and of expedients used to
prevent it.

I told him I thought he would be safe in considering the
instruction as applicable to all those circumstances, and in
reporting information upon them all. I read to him the laws
of the United States relating to forgery, and referred him to
the British Consuls to obtain from them the laws of the several
States on the same subject. I referred him also to Jacob Per-
kins, of Philadelphia, for his patent invention of steel plates for
engraving bills which cannot be counterfeited, and to the news-
papers of last spring for accounts of the detection of a gang of
bank-bill forgers in Canada, on the borders of the United States.

He thanked me, and said I had entirely relieved him from his
embarrassment by pointing him to sources by which he would
be enabled to give a satisfactory answer to the dispatch, He
then spoke upon several subjects concerning which he has
lately written to me—the money embezzled by Rudd, Clerk
of the New York District Court; the extra pilotage levied
upon a King’s ship there; the bonds said to have been un-
necessarily. required of a British vessel bound to Liverpool—
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and finally asked if there was any further information that I
had to communicate in relation to the execution of Arbuthnot
and Ambrister.

With regard to the other points, I promised .early attention
to them, and as to the last, told him that a full exposition of the
causes and origin of the war in Florida would be given in a
dispatch to our Minister in Spain, together with all the vouchers
supporting the statement of facts; that the war would be traced
to Nicholls and his negro fort—and that Arbuthnot will be
shown to have been the cause of the renewal of the war. He
said he had thought Arbuthnot had been merely a meddling
trader. Ambrister, indeed, evidently had political objects in
view. But he thought there was no evidence of any connection
between Arbuthnot and Woodbine. Iimmediately referred him
to documents which proved that there was. He read me the
instruction which he had first received from Lord Castlereagh
upon the subject, and in which he appears to be embarrassed
and distressed about it. He was anxious to persuade me that
the British Government had given no countenance or encourage-
ment to the Indians, and declared that he never had any instruc--
tions whatever to attend at all to the affairs of the Indians. I
said that I was convinced Arbuthnot had been an impostor and
falsely pretended to authority, but he had explicitly referred to-
Governor Cameron as having given him the copy of a letter-
from Earl Bathurst, to be communicated to the Indians, stating
that he (Bagot) was instructed to attend to the affairs and rights.
of the Indians. -

He said Cameron ought to explain that to him.. He did not
know how to account for it, unless Cameron had turned South
American patriot and was in concert with McGregor. 1 said’
that our object in what would be published would be merely to-
justify ourselves. We did not wish to enter into discussion with
the British Government upon any of the facts that would be-
disclosed, but if the British Government should find anything
in the publication which they should judge required denial or-
explanation to vindicate their own good faith, we should be:
happy to receive it. To be candid with him, I did think that
if his Government had been as explicit in the disapprobation of’
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Nicholls to himself as they had been to me, I believed we
never should have had this war.

He said the Government had been very explicit with Nicholls.
He had himself copies of the papers that had passed between
him and Earl Bathurst. His treaty was disapproved. He was
told that he had made it without authority, and that Hillis
Hadjo must be sent back and told that his people must make
the best terms with the United States that they could; that the
only presents made him were a pair of silver-mounted pistols,
twelve spades, as many hoes, and some other instruments of
agriculture ; that it was not true that he had received a com-
mission as a British officer. I mentioned his complaint in one
.of the papers, that he had lost his uniform. Mr. Bagot had not
:seen that, but said the uniform said to have been found at the
house of one of the chiefs must have been Ambrister’s. I said
‘that among the papers to be published would be one of General
Jackson’s, charging, with some severity, his Government. We
should have been glad to avoid the publication of it, but as
Jackson’s own conduct had been much brought in question, it
was thought due in justice to him to suppress nothing that he
‘had alleged in his own vindication. He said he should think
little of anything said or written by General Jackson, because
he thought there were evident marks in his conduct of personal
bitterness and inveteracy. '

I said that I thought the papers which he had before him
would have produced the same impressions upon the most im-
partial person, and that I thought the execution of the two men
‘was justifiable according to the ordinary laws of war.

He said he wished Jackson had sent them, bound hand and
foot, to be punished here. I told him we could not in that case
.even have tried, and much less have punished them. We must
.immediately have let them loose, and the next day they might
.have played over the same game again. It was past five when
Mr. Bagot left me; as he went, he spoke of his christening. 1
asked him to excuse us from attendance, as we went out no-
. where, and should not even attend the drawing-room at the
President’s to-morrow evening. He consented, saying that he
had appointed the christening for seven o'clock and the ball
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to begin at eight, but perhaps they might run one into the
other.

25th. The President returned me the draft of a letter to Mr.
Gallatin, with a direction to make an alteration of one sentence.
On reaching my office I found Mr. King, and had with him a
conversation of more than two hours, ranging over the whole
extent of our public affairs. He is not reconciled to our
agreement to renew the commercial Convention of July, 1815,
though I showed him the list of British and American vessels
which have entered at the port of Liverpool since the peace,
manifestly showing that our shipping are rapidly eating out
the British from almost the whole of the direct trade between
the United States and England. King acknowledged that it
was a very powerful document, but he wants to have our
* privileges of trading with the British East Indies enlarged, par-
ticularly so as to enable us to go from thence directly to China.

As he was leaving me, he said it was reported I was to stand
proxy for the Prince Regent at Mr. Bagot's christening, and
asked me if it was true. I told him it was not: he had simply
invited me to his christening; but I had declined going, as I
do not go into company anywhere. He said he was glad of
it, because some nasty story might have been made out of it.
When I came home I found Mrs. Adams had been visiting, and
it was all over the town among the ladies that at Mr. Bagot’s
christening she was to have held the child. To trace the
source of these reports, fabricated from an incident so perfectly
insignificant and for purposes so obviously malevolent to me,
would be useless; but even from this I would learn a lesson of
humility and of discretion—of humility at seeing the President
thrown into such a state of trepidation for fear that I was about
to commit an enormous indiscretion, which might ruin the
popularity of his Administration, as, without waiting to ascer-
tain the facts, to mention the matter to me at all. If there was
not a want of delicacy towards me in this procedure, there
was at least a great want of confidence in my prudence. It
gives me, therefore, the measure of the President’s feelings
and opinions in reference to me ; and they are not flattering. In
my own opinion, if the whole story had been true, the circum-

—
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stance would have been of so paltry and insignificant a charac-
ter that it was utterly unworthy of the President’s attention for
a single moment. That it would have afforded occasion for
invidious and malignant paragraphs in the newspapers, both
against him and me, I certainly should have seen, without need-
ing an admonition from him; and therefore if Mr. Bagot had
made the proposal to me, of standing as the Prince Regent's
proxy, I should have declined ; and I think the President might .
have trusted sufficiently to my judgment to presume that I
should not expose myself or him to obloquy so entirely with-
out necessity. But the President takes impressions very hastily,
and they are apt to unsettle his own judgment for a short time.
In this instance I have perhaps complied with them further
than I ought to have done. One great motive for it has been
that, so soon after my dear mother's decease, I was unwilling to
go to the house of feasting at all, and was glad of an oppor-
tunity to make an excuse for avoiding it. The lesson of dis-
cretion is to take double heed to my steps: when, without any
agency of mine, falsehoods like this are raised from the most
trivial incidents of daily occurrence in domestic life to make
me ridiculous and odious in the public opinion, what can I
say but that it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps,
and to implore guidance from above to walk uprightly, and
strength from above to go through good report and evil report?

27th. Mr. R. Walsh called upon me this morning. He is
here, as he says, to attend to a claim of his brother-in-law’s, of
land in Louisiana, under Bastrop’s grant, but, he said, he sup-
posed what General Armstrong, while Minister in France, had
written .respecting some other claim would be applicable to
this—that its magnitude alone was a sufficient reason for its
rejection. Walsh seems to be in very ill humor with all the
world. He talked to me of the clumsy manner in which the
President’s message was put together, of the incapacity and
unprincipled thirst for popularity of Judge Bland, who, he says,
narrowly escaped being indicted last week at Baltimore for
privateering under the flag of Artigas. Walsh is one of the
most powerful writers in this country, but he came out origi-
nally as a political fanatic against Bonaparte, and subsequently
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as a federalist of the highest color. In this character he wrote
and published himself completely down in this country—then
renounced his ultra federalism, and at the commencement of
Mr. Monroe’s Administration was prepared to be one of its
most ardent supporters. He came and spent the last winter
here, volunteered his services on various occasions, actually
wrote and published several very good papers on the affair of
Amelia Island, and gave me to understand that he would accept
any employment suited to his abilities and for which there
would be adequate compensation. He spoke particularly of
the superintendence of the publication of the Journal of the .
Convention of 1787, and of other documents, according to a
resolution of Congress, adopted at their last session. I men-
tioned him to the President, who spoke of him respectfully, but
thought the public feeling was not prepared to be satisfied at
seeing him employed. Walsh removed last spring to German-
town, and since then to Philadelphia. His temper, never good,
is now soured by deep disappointment. I am afraid his circum-
stances are much embarrassed, and he has a growing family
for which to provide. His politics have been, and will be, his
great misfortune.

28th. Mr. Holmes and Mr. Spencer, members of the Com-
mittee of Foreign Relations of the House, called here this
morning ; Holmes is Chairman of the Committee since Forsyth
has been removed to the Senate. They came to enquire if
there were any measures in regard to foreign affairs which the
President thought would require legislative acts. I told them
the documents would be transmitted to Congress as soon as
the copies could be made out, and doubtless would be referred
to that Committee. Legislative’measures might probably be
necessary in the course of the session, and a concurrent act of .
the legislature would be required to enable the Executive, under
certain contingencies, to do what Spain had been informed
would in such case be done.

We had much conversation upon the late transactions in
Florida, and I read to them a part of my dispatch.for G. W.
Erving. At the President’s, he and his brother consulted me
concerning his invitations to the Corps Diplomatique.” I ad-
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vised him to invite every individual of them who had been
presented to him or his lady. I mentioned to him the visit
from the members of the Committee of Foreign Relations. He
does not yet incline to be authorized to take Florida upon cer-
tain contingencies.

3oth. At the office, Mr. Bagot called and showed me several
original papers respecting the disavowal by the British Govern-
ment of Nicholls’s transactions in Florida after the peace. One
was a copy of a letter from Nicholls to Earl Bathurst, dated July,
1815, announcing his arrival in England, with Hillis Hadjo
and the treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, and an
answer from Lord Bathurst declaring that Nicholls had no
authority to make any such treaty, and that Hillis Hadjo must
immediately be sent home. There was also a letter to Hillis
Hadjo himself, informing him that a passage back was provided
for him, and advising him to make peace with the Americans
as soon as possible. A letter to Mr. Baker, then Chargé d'Af-
faires at Washington, communicating those papers, and further
disavowing Nicholls, with an endorsement by Baker that he
had communicated those papers to Mr. Monroe at an interview
on the 6th of December, 1815. Lord Bathurst’s letter to Baker
is dated 26th September, 1815, the day after my note to him on
the subject. I told Bagot that I was sorry I had not copies of
those papers to communicate with the other documents which
would be published, as they would strongly confirm the proof
that the conduct of Arbuthnot and Woodbine had not been
authorized by the British Government.

Mr. Hyde de Neuville came also to the office, and had a long
conversation with me upon our affairs with Spain. I read to
him Pizarro’s note of 2gth August to Erving, which he told me
that Onis had not communicated to him, and he was extremely
urgent that we should wait till Onis can have new instructions
from his Government since the change of Ministry there, before
we send in to Congress the papers of the late negotiation. He
says that now Pizarro is out of office, he can tell me that he
was one of the great obstacles to an arrangement with the
United States, and that the Duke de Richelieu was much dis-
satisfied with him on that account. '
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I told him we had no reason to expect anything favorable
from the exchange, the Marquis of Casa Yrujo being well
known in this country, and that the documents of the negotia-
tion, having been promised to Congress, could not be withheld.
He endeavored to press again upon the subject of the wéstern
boundary, but I told him I had sent this morning a letter to
Mr. Onis, informing him that as he had rejected our offer of
taking the Sabine for a boundary, we should no longer be
bound by it. We parted in very good humor.

December 2d. Called at the President’s. He had two sets
of papers ready to send to Congress, with messages accounting
for their not having been sent before. There was an article in
the National Intelligencer of this morning asserting in the
most positive terms that the office of Secretary of the Navy
had not been offered by Mr. Monroe to Commodore Rogers.
He was displeased with it, feeling that Commodore Rogers
would be mortified if it remained uncontradicted, and that if
contradicted, Mr. Thompson, who has accepted the appointment,
will be mortified no less. He concluded to send for Gales, one
of the editors of the Intelligencer, and have an explanation
with him, and then to write a note to Rogers.

3d. Visit from Mr. Clay, the Speaker, who was quite good-
humored. At the President’s, and read to him the draft of a
letter to R. Rush. The article in the National Intelligencer of
" yesterday which gave the President so much concern, lest it
should mortify Commodore Rogers, was put in by Commodore
Porter at the instance of Rogers himself, who would not suffer
it yesterday to be contradicted. The positive assertion in it,
that Mr. Monroe did not offer to Rogers the office of Secretary
of the Navy, is not true. Now, if any one should say to Porter
or Rogers, * You have published a lie,” they would be bound by
the laws of honor to challenge him to a duel. And why is
giving the lie to a man of honor so inexpiable an affront?
Because it imputes to him that which is infamous. How,
then, can Porter or Rogers justify themselves for passing this
deliberate falsehood upon the public?

6th. Visits to Mr. Middleton at Kalorama, the place which
belonged to the late Mr. Barlow; and to Mr. Gracie and Mr.
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King, at Crawford’s Hotel, Georgetown. Middleton told me
that a piece some time since published in the newspapers, signed
“ Franklin,” in which it was said that any judge who should
presume to condemn the privateersmen under South American
colors could not expect to exist long, either as a judge or as
a man, was written by Skinner, the Postmaster at Baltimore;
that he had seen it in his own handwriting. Skinner is under
indictment for being concerned in this very privateering, and
Judge Houstoun, the District Judge at Baltimore, received
shortly before the sitting of the Court this newspaper under a
blank cover. That a pirate should threaten to murder his judge
is not very surprising. Mr. King told me that Walsh had
shown him a manuscript biography of Dr. Franklin, which is
to be published in a Review, and that he is going to swell it
afterwards into a book ; that he is to make Franklin the Atlas
of our American Revolution, as Wirt has attempted to make
Patrick Henry. King says he told Walsh that in all this there
was no truth, but Walsh must make his romance, and will not
be balked of his hero. :

7th. Mr. Bagot came with a complaint of some intrusive
settlers from Kennebeck River having encroached upon the-
possessions of a French settlement on the borders between
Massachusetts and New Brunswick, on a spot subject yet to
the determination of the Commissioners whether it belongs to
the United States or to the British Province. I told him I sup-
posed they were squatters, and, as they were mentioned as
coming in families, peaceable measures would doubtless suffice
to warn them off or remove them. I advised him therefore to
procure the names of the persons complained of, and upon
receiving them we would take suitable measures, if necessary,
to restrain them. We had an hour's conversation also upon
South American affairs, and upon the execution of Arbuthnot
and Ambrister. I told him that as the Congress at Aix-la-
Chapelle had refused to take up the subject, I concluded the
. mediation project was, or soon would be, abandoned ; that the
time must soon come when Great Britain would be prepared
to acknowledge one or more of the South American Govern-
ments, and we should then be prepared to act in concert with
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her—not of formal compact, but of common good understand-
ing. I desired him to write this to Lord Castlereagh, and to
urge the necessity of an early decision upon the subject. I told
him my conclusion that the unsigned paper, taken among those
of Arbuthnot, was Governor Cameron’s answer to the repre-
sentation of the two Indian deputies whom Arbuthnot took
with him to Nassau; which he thought highly probable.

8th. At the President’s. - He had received a new old map of
Louisiana, from New Orleans, which he sent over to the De-
partment. I urged him to the immediate nomination of Min-
isters to Rio de Janeiro and to Spain. He desired me to see
Mr. Graham and ask his definitive determination whether he
will go to Brazil; and as to Spain, he told me he had not
thought of any person yet. He had said so to me before, and
asked me to think of a person. I now mentioned to him Mr. .
Middleton, whom Mr. Calhoun had spoken of and recom-
mended to me. Upon which the President said—“or Mr.
Forsyth.” I have a strong impression that the latter will be
the man, The President also said Mr. Jefferson had told him
it was Mr. Gallatin’s inteition to come home next year, and
added that it would soon be necessary to select some Eastern
man for a foreign mission. "“Je vois venir.” There is what in
vulgar language is called an undertow always working upon
and about the President—what used in England to be called a
back-stairs influence—of which he never says anything to me,
and which I discover only by its effects. I gave him the dis-
patches yesterday received from Forbes, and G. W. Campbell,
and Jonathan Russell, who is an Eastern man, and, if Gallatin
comes home, will, I suppose, be the competitor with the other
Eastern man, whose expectations have really more solid foun-
dation than I had thought possible.

gth. In the evening went to the drawing-room at the Presi-
dent's. It was very full. Mr. Hyde de Neuville, the French
Minister, is to give a féte on the evacuation of France by the
allied troops, and is very desirous of having the attendance at
it of the President and Mrs. Monroe. He makes of it quite an
affair of negotiation, and requested me to speak of it to the
President.
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1oth. At the President’s. I mentioned to him Mr. Hyde de
Neuville’s extreme desige to have him and Mrs. Monroe attend
his ball next Monday. The President was disposed to gratify
him, if there had been an example since the existence of the
present Constitution of a President’s going to the house of a
foreign Minister. He said he would send to ask Major Jack-
son, who had been President Washington's private Secretary,
what his practice had been, and he would consult the gentle-
men of the Administration concerning it, for which he appointed .
a meeting at one o’clock to-morrow. Mr. de Neuville came to
the office in high anxiety concerning it, and I appointed to see
him to-morrow at three o’clock.

11th. At the President’s, where I met Mr. Crawford and Mr.
Calhoun. The President found, upon enquiry of Major Jackson,
that President Washington never had been at the house of any
foreign Minister; nor had any other President. He determined,
therefore, not to break through the established usage. Next
came the question with regard to Mrs. Monroe, upon which
we could have no deliberation, and which was therefore left to
her own decision. The President went and consulted her, and
she said she did not think it proper for her to go to any place
where it was not proper for her husband to go. The President
said he should request his daughter, Mrs. Hay, to go. On
returning to the office, I sent for Mr. De Neuville and gave
him the information. He was apparently much mortified at
it, but suppressed his feelings within bounds of decency. The
flightiness of his head often amounts to absolute mental derange-
ment. One day last summer Roth, the Secretary of Legation,
came to R. Forrest and told him he was afraid it would be
necessary to take measures of public notoriety to restrain him.
And he is always endeavoring to manage political affairs by the
aid of women. This is the way in which he has been attempt-
ing to intrigue with Mrs. Hay. But among the numberless
questions of etiquette and precedence here which the want of
all established rule has occasioned, one has arisen between the
ladies of the foreign Ministers and Mrs. Hay, the consequence
of which is, that now they do not visit.

12th. At breakfast I received a note from Mrs. Hay, re-
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questing me to call upon her this day before seeing Mr. De
Neuville, if possible. I called at Peale’s and told him I could
not sit this day; then called upon Mrs. Hay, with whom was
her mother, Mrs. Monroe. Her object was to desire me ‘to
inform Mr. Hyde de Neuville that she would, at the request
of her father, though she said it was much against her own
inclination, go to the ball next Monday ; but it was upon con-
ditions: first, that it should leave her position with the ladies -
of the foreign Ministers precisely where it was; that she would
afterwards neither visit them, nor receive visits from them, nor
accept of any invitation to their parties; second, that no rank
or station should be assigned to her at the ball—no pretence
of distinguishing her as the President's daughter; that at
supper she would find her place somewhere among the Com-
modores’ wives, but must have no particular distinction shown
her; third, that Mr. De Neuville might write to his own
Government whatever he pleased upon the subject, but that
if an account of the ball was to be published in the news-
papers here, her name should not be mentioned as having been
present. .

Mrs. Monroe then made some remarks about her own de-
termination not to go, and about the multitude of questions
concerning first visits, which are as numerous as there are
individuals. Among the rest, she told me that the ladies of
some Senators did not visit her, because she had adopted the
rule of not returning visits; but they accepted invitations to
her house. :

I next called at the President’'s. He spoke to me about a
call from the House of Representatives for the correspondence
between the Governor of Georgia and General Jackson about
the destruction of the Chehaw Town. He said there appeared
a disposition in the House to push hard upon Jackson, and
although it was impossible to justify him upon everything, yet,
as the whole view of the affair would be honorable to him, it
was desirable that Congress should have all the papers on the
subject. I promised to look up all those in the Department.
He said it would be best for some member to move for an
enlargement of the call, to embrace all the papers.
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I told the President I had seen Mr. John Graham, who
‘would accept the appointment to Rio de Janeiro. I also
mentioned Appleton to him. He spoke again of Forsyth and
Middleton for Spain. Forsyth will undoubtedly be the man.
I sent for De Neuville to the office, and informed him of Mrs.
Hay’s conditions upon which she will go to his ball. He put
up with them more coolly than I expected. We had also some
conversation upon our affairs with Spain, and upon those of
South America. I desired him to write to the Duke de Riche-
lieu and state to him that we hope France will be soon pre-
pared to move with us in the formal acknowledgment of the:
Government of Buenos Ayres; that we have given the same
notice to Great Britain; that we have patiently waited without
interfering in the policy of the allies on the subject, and as
they have not agreed upon anything, and the fact of the inde-
pendence of Buenos Ayres appears established, we think it
necessary that it should be recognized. He appeared to be
startled, and not fully prepared to talk upon the subject, which
he soon changed to his demand for a reduction of our duties
on French wines.

14th. At the office I had a long conference with Mr. De
Forrest, who came last May with an application to be recog-
nized as Consul-General from the Provinces of South America,
and who last week sent me two notes renewing the applica-
tion. I now told him that the President considered it would
be a formal recognition of the Government of Buenos Ayres
to issue to him an *exequatur” as Consul-General; that the
President thought the time had not yet arrived when that
recognition ought to take place, having in view both their
interests and our own; that this Government had been using,
and now were using, their influence to produce a simultaneous
acknowledgment of Buenos Ayres by other powers as well as
by the United States; that there was reason to believe that
influence had already produced effects favorable to Buenos
Ayres, and to expect it would produce more; that when the
proper time should come the acknowledgment would not be
withheld.

He said he was not a negotiator, but a merchant, and his
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commission was only that of a Consul; and asked if he should
recommend to the Supreme Director to send out here a Min-
ister with full powers.

I said, not at present, because the objection to hxs reception
would probably still exist. When that would cease I could not
say; but when the time comes, notice of it would be given to
Buenos Ayres. In answer to the reasons assigned by him for
asking an “ exequatur,” I told him that would confer no privi-
leges upon him in our Courts of justice, and that with regard to
the prize vessel mentioned by him, measures would be taken
upon representations made by our own officers. I added that
it might be well for him to make known to his Government
that if the United States should hereafter acknowledge them,
it will be without involving themselves in" any question as to
the extent of their authority or territory; particularly they
will not be considered as taking any part in their questions
with the Portuguese, or Artigas, upon the Banda Oriental, or
with Paraguay, Santa Fe, or any provinces contesting their
authority ; that we should also expect to know whether the
independence that we were to acknowledge was complete or
partial. When Mr. Worthington had, without any authority,
undertaken to negotiate a treaty, the Supreme Director had
refused to accede to an article placing the parties respectively
on the footing of the most favored nation, upon the alleged
principle that Spain having claims upon the country, they must
reserve the right of granting special privileges to her as an
equivalent for renouncing them. We should consider this as
incompatible with total independence. It was essentially dif-
ferent from our own Declaration, in which Great Britain was
thenceforward placed upon precisely the same footing as other
nations—enemies in war; in peace, friends—a principle as-
sumed as explicitly in the Treaty of 1778 with France, by
which our independence was acknowledged.

He said he knew nothing of this negotiation of Mr. Wor-
thington’s; that if there had been any reservation of a right to

- grant special privileges to Spain, it must have arisen only from
a distrust of their own strength a year or two ago, no longer
now existing, He did, indeed, know that there had been a
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determination to grant special privileges to the nation which
should first acknowledge their independence.

I told him we should ask none such for ourselves. We
should not sell our acknowledgment at a price. And if any
such exclusive favors should be granted to any other nation,
we should consider them as evidence rather of dependence
transferred than of independence. I could not say that we
should refuse to acknowledge a Government with such quali-
fied dependence, but we should certainly not regard it as inde-
pendence entire.

He asked me if I would give a written answer to his notes
and suggest these ideas in it.

I promised a written answer, but told him it would be in
general terms, as the particular ideas that I had mentioned
having arisen from incidents in which Mr. Worthington had
transcended his powers, it might be inconvenient to refer to
them in written documents, though very proper that they
should be fully understood at Buenos Ayres.

He then asked me if there would be any impropriety in
his appearing at the President’s drawing-room; to which I an-
swered that I was not aware of any, but would speak of it to
the President, and let him know. It was near six o’clock when
I came home. After dinner we went to the ball given by Mr.
Hyde de Neuville, the French Minister, on the occasion of the
evacuation of France by the allied armies. Every part of the
house was crowded, and there must have been upwards of three
hundred persons present. We stayed till after supper, and it
was past midnight when we came home.

15th. Mrs. Adams had been to visit Mrs. Monroe and Mrs.
Hay upon affairs of etiquette in visiting, which, it appears, are
affairs of high importance here.

16th. As I was going to the President’s I met Mr. John Gra-
ham, who wished to have it ascertained as soon as possible
whether he is to go as Minister to Rio de Janeiro. I mentioned
this to the President, who directed me to see Mr. Forsyth and
propose to him the mission to Spain, and then said he would
send in the two nominations together. The President said
that last winter, when the appointment to Russia was to be
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made, Mr. Forsyth had been desirous of obtaining it, and that
although Mr. Campbell was then nominated, yet he (the Presi- -
dent) had then expressed himself in terms generally so favor-
able to Forsyth's pretensions, that he considered it in some sort
as a promise.

Now, this I should not notice if the President had not pressed
me repeatedly to name to him some person for this mission,
and at last expressly ‘told me that he had not thought of any
particular person; upon which I named Mr. Middleton; upon
which he immediately said, “ or Mr. Forsyth.” Whence two-

observations arise: 1. That there is much machinery at work.
" respecting the appointments under the Department of State,.
of which I am not informed; and 2. That the President was
inclined to know whom I should recommend, to the extent of
leading me on by the assurance that he had thought of no per--
son, when his choice was in fact as much fixed as it now is..
Something of the same kind has happened on more than one:
occasion before. A great mass of documents was sent in to-
both Houses of Congress yesterday, and there was a call for-
more—that is, for my letter to Mr. Erving containing the reply-
to Pizarro’s note of 2gth August.

17th. Mr. Hopkinson called this morning, and I had a con-
versation of two hours with him upon the subject of the state of:
our affairs with Spain, the Seminole War, and General Jackson's.
proceedings in Florida. With all these concerns, political, per-
sonal, and electioneering intrigues are intermingling themselves.
with increasing heat and violence. This Government is, indeed,
assuming daily more and more a character of cabal, and prepa--
ration, not for the next Presidential election, but for the one:
after—that is, working and counterworking, with many of the-
worst features of elective monarchies. Jackson has made him~
self a multitude of friends, and still more enemies. The course-
pursued by the Administration has satisfied neither party, but:
neither can find much to attack in it. Hopkinson is ardent:
against Jackson, and no admirer of the Administration, but is in
profession, and to a certain extent in reality, personally friendly;
.to me. Hopkinson moved the call for my late letter to Erving:

He told me he was very much satisfied with his conversation this
VOL. 1IV.—13 ’
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morning with me; but I wait to see what he will say in the
House when my letter comes out.

At the President’s I met Mr. Crawford, who was reading to
him a violent attack upon himself in a letter from Nashville,
published in the Aurora of the day before yesterday. Jack-
son’s friends now appear to suppose Crawford has been his
enemy in the Administration. He has been less so in appear-
ance than Wirt or Calhoun. Crawford had this morning the
Journals of the old Congress of 22d October, 1782, containing
a declaratory resolution that the commanding General of a
separate army has, by virtue of his office, the right of exercising
retaliation. '

18th. I had sent, according to the President’s direction, to
request Mr. Forsyth to call at the office. He came, and I pro-
posed to him the mission to Spain, which he accepted imme-
diately. He asked how it would be expected he should go. I
told him the President intended to send him by a frigate. He
-asked when it would be desired that he should be ready. I
told him so as to arrive there early in-spring. He enquired
‘how far the frigate would be at his disposal with regard to the
ports of departure and arrival. He also asked what arrange-
ment would be made respecting a Secretary of Legation—
whether Mr. Brent was to remain at Madrid in that capacity,
-or a new one to be appointed. I said I supposed the frigate’s
point of departure must depend upon the port where one was
to be found that could be employed for the service ; that her port
-of arrival might be Cadiz or Lisbon, at his option ;-and that Mr.
Brent would probably remain at Madrid, the commissions of
Secretaries of Legation being entirely distinct from those of the
Ministers, and Mr. Brent having manifested no intention to re-
sign. He said he should be well satisfied that Mr. Brent should
remain, as he doubtless understood the French and Spanish
-languages. He also said he should be glad to have about
forty days, to go to Georgia before his departure.

1gth. I called at McLeod's, and returned visits to Messrs.
‘Cruger, Jonathan Mason, Quarles, Alexander Smith, and Gen-
eral Stevens, of New York. There was published two days
ago, in the Washington City Gazette, a card, anonymous, to
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the heads of Departments, reproaching them for not returning
visits. I have been in this respect so remiss that I believe the
card was meant principally- for me. I sent yesterday and re-
quested the Spanish Minister, Onis, to call at my office at two
this day, and he came. It was to agree with him upon the
exchange of the ratifications of the Convention of 1802. I
had had a certificate drawn up, to be signed and sealed by us
both, like that executed by Mr. Monroe and Mr. Baker on ex-
changing the ratifications of the Convention with Great Britain
of 3d July, 1815. But it began simply, “we certify,” and was
signed only by the two names. Onis did not like it. He had
also drawn up a form which he said was taken from that used
for the Treaty of 1795. Its only material difference from mine
was in the display of his own titles, about half a page. I im-
mediately agreed to adopt his form, and we are to meet next
Monday and make the exchange. He proposed to bring with
him Mr. Stoughton, who is attached to his Legation, to assist
us in comparing the copies; to which I agreed.
21st. Mr. Onis 'came at two o'clock with Mr. Stoughton,
and we exchanged the ratifications of the Convention of 11th
~August, 1802. Stoughton read from the original copy of the
Convention, first the Spanish and then the English side, while I
-held the ratified copy from Spain, and Mr. Onis our ratified copy,
. which I delivered to him. We signed and sealed in triplicates,
English and Spanish, the certificates of exchange, two copies of
each of which Mr. Onis took with my consert, and one copy of
each was retained at the Department. The Convention is in
Spanish and English, side by side, and there is a singular omis-
sion of several words in the English side of the third article,
which shows that there was carelessness at the time of its exe-
cution. There was no less inadvertence this day, for, unobserved
by us all, Mr. Onis took away our ratified copy with the blank
unfilled for the date, and without its being countersigned by
me. After they were gone, I bethought myself of it, and sent
for Mr. Stoughton, who brought it back, and the defects were
remedied.
22d. I had appointed this day at two o'clock to see Mr.
Pedersen, the Danish Minister, who accordingly came. He
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began with the case of the brig Heinrick, which is rather worse
in prospect than I found it when I first came into Congress,

fifteen years ago. It then passed the House of Representatives-
almost unanimously, but was stopped in the Senate by the
revival of old claims for prizes taken during our Revolutionary
War, carried into Bergen, in Norway, and there delivered up to
the British. I told Mr. Pedersen that we had now such a mass
of recent claims which the Danish Government would not listen
to, that not only there would be no chance for the owners of
the brig Heinrick in Congress, but the very presentation of
the claim would give rise to debates very unpleasant and very
unprofitable.

He said he should acquiesce in this opinion, and not press
his claim further at this time. He then spoke of the project of
negotiating a treaty of commerce between the United States
and Denmark; said Mr. De Rosenkrantz had assured him that
full powers to that effect would be sent to him, if there should
be a desire on the part of the United States for such a treaty.
Denmark would be willing to abolish all discriminating duties,
adopting the principle of our Convention of 3d July, 1815,
now renewed ; but it could be of little or no advantage to her
unless the equalization of duties should extend to all merchan-
dise, not only of the produce or manufacture of Denmark, but
also to that of all the Baltic. There was also a difference be-
tween the duties paid at the passage of the Sound upon vessels
of nations which have treaties with Denmark, and upon others;
and if the United States should expect the reduction of the
Sound duties in consequence of the treaty, it would be reason-
able .that they should grant some equivalent to Denmark for
the advantage. As to their Colonies, their ports in the East
Indies were open to all nations. In the West Indies, St. Thomas
was a free port, and Santa Cruz was open only to the United
States, besides Denmark.

I told him that the dispositions of this Government towards
Denmark were entirely friendly, and we should very readily
conclude with her a commercial treaty, if she should desire it,
upon the same principles as those of our Convention with Great
Britain. But, if we did make a treaty, we should of course
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expect the same advantages in respect to the Sound duties as
other nations enjoyed by treaty, and, as we might agree to
extend the equalization of duties to merchandise usually first
exported from the ports of Denmark, that of itself would
operate so much in favor of Denmark that it would be an
" equivalent for the reduction of the Sound duties. I added
that, although we were willing to negotiate, I thought it would
be best not to attempt it formally unless we could first agree
upon the principles to be adopted.

I dined with Mrs. Adams at Mr. Calhoun's. -Mr. and Mrs,
Bagot were there, and all the British Legation; Mr. Sasse and
Mr. S. H. Smith. The weather has so much moderated that
almost all the snow which had fallen has disappeared. I com-
mitted two indiscretions in conversation: one in joking at Mr.
Jefferson’s taste in wine before S. H. Smith, and the other in
arguing against the English Universities with Mr. Bagot.

24th. Fourth anniversary of the signature of the Treaty of
Ghent—a day that ought never to pass without recollections
of my gratitude to Divine Providence for that great blessing to
my country and myself—a blessing great in itself, greater in
its consequences, and which affords me a continual source of
pleasure in the remembrance. I met Mr. Calhoun at the Presi-
dent's. Mrs. Monroe continues extremely ill. The copies of
my letters to G. W. Erving, with the documents, were this day
sent to the President’s to be sent to Congress, in answer to
separate calls from each House. But they had both adjourned
over Christmas, and until -next Monday, before they were
received. The President desired me to read over again all the
papers in the case of the claim of bounty for captured slaves;
in which his opinion is in favor of the allowance, and mine
against it.

25th. The Seminole War and General Jackson's proceedings
in Florida are subjects upon which there is much agitation,
misapprehension, and conflict of opinion in the public mind;
and in Congress parties are rallying round the questions in-
volved in these transactions, and connecting themselves with
the views of individuals upon the next Presidency. There is
a considerable party disposed to bring forward Jackson as a

"
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candidate, and the services of his late campaign would have
given them great strength if he had not counteracted his own
interest by several of his actions in it. But he wrote an incon-
siderate letter to the Governor of Georgia, and by that and
other imprudences turned the whole of that State against him.
He had all Kentucky against him, upon something of a similar
cause, before. He has also turned against him all the Governors
of the States and the high sticklers for State rights. All Vir-
ginia is against him, for this and other causes. Crawford's par-
tisans in Congress are endeavoring to turn the whole affair to
his account, first by running down Jackson, and then by impli-
cating the President and the rest of the Administration, except
Crawford, in Jackson's faults. But, as this does not suit the
views of the Clintonians, they appear disposed to rally in sup-
port of Jackson, and even of the Administration, on this occa-
sion. Mr. Tallmadge told me he had thought of bringing
forward a series of specific, terse, discreet, and firm resolutions,
declaring the approbation by Congress of the principal con-
tested measures of Jackson, and of the course pursued by the
Administration. He said he was sure of the support of Mr.
King in the Senate, of Sergeant in the House, and of twenty-
two or twenty-three votes, out of the twenty-seven, of the New
York delegation. His only doubt was, whether he should im-
mediately offer these resolutions, or wait for the attack from
the other side, and then offer them as a substitute for any reso-
lutions of censure that may be proposed. He said he would
further consult with me upon the subject before he would move,

28th. I received the Convention with Great Britain, signed on
the 2oth of October last, by A. Gallatin and R. Rush, with copies
of all the documents of the negotiation, which I immediately
took over to the President. I read to him the Convention and
the letter from Messrs. Gallatin and Rush, of 2oth October,
giving a general account of the negotiation. The protocols of
the conferences, and other documents, which are voluminous, I
took home with me, and am to send them to-morrow morning
to the President. '

Mr. Hyde de Neuville came after dinner, and requested to
have some private conversation with me. He was apparently
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under great agitation, laboring with something which he meant
to communicate to me, and yet afraid of expressing to me all
his feelings. There was an incoherent jumble of a multitude of
objects, national and individual, working at once upon his pas-
sions, and producing a perfect chaos of confusion in his mind.
The main object of his coming, professedly, was to enquire
whether the remarks that I made to him on the 12th of this
month, concerning the recognition of the independence of
Buenos Ayres, were intended to consult the opinion of the
French Government, or merely to give notice of the intentions
of the United States.

I told him it was partly both : it was to inform France of our
opinions as to the proper course to be pursued, and to offer to -
France the opportunity of moving in concert with us—an offer
which we had at the same time made to Great Britain.

He then talked incoherently and obscurely about his own
personal situation and that of his party in France, the Ultras;
said they had been lately “ un peu battus,” but would recover
their ascendency; that he had no respect or attachment to the
present French Administration, except the Duke de Richelieu,
who was a “ galant homme,” but who would not continue six
months longer in office. Mr. L'Ainé, he said, the Minister of
the Interior, had commenced a correspondence with him and
paid him high compliments, but he had enemies in the King’s
Council (he named Mr. De Caze), who misrepresented his con-
duct and endeavored to ruin him with his party. He was even
informed by his private letters that his dispatches had been all
shown to Pozzo di Borgo, the Russian Minister at Paris, and to
the Spanish Minister; and he asked me if I had any such in-
formation. But, without waiting for an answer, he proceeded
to say that he himself had written his own secret instructions
when he came to America; that the King called him the Don
Quixote of America; that here he had been in relation with all
the proscribed refugees, and had obtained permission for many
of them to return to France; that Lefévre-Desnouettes had
been with him in his Cabinet a very few days since; that he
hated and detested the English, and they were hated in France
more than ever. But he wished to enquire if, within three or
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four months, the Spanish Government should agree to con-
clude a treaty with us upon our own terms, whether the Gov-
ernment of the United States would give a pledge not to pre-
cipitate measures concerning South America. Not that France
wauld have any objection if we should acknowledge Buenos
Ayres, but France did not wish that England should have all
the advantage of taking the first steps in that affair., The com-
mercial despotism of England must be opposed not by war—
there was no necessity of making war—but by a steady and
concerted pacific opposition. But if we would not join France
in it, France would undertake it alone; and, now that she was
unshackled, she was quite competent to it. The King of France
was under obligations to the English Prince Regent, who was
a “brave et loyal chevalier,” but France was under no obli-
gations to the English, and he would much prefer that his
King should return and live at’ Hartwell, rather than that the
Bourbons should pass for the creatures and tools of England.

I told him that the Government of the United States could
give no such pledge as that which he desired. The two
objects could not thus be connected together. Events were
placing the affairs of South America quite out of our control,
and it was probable that even now the patriots were in pos-
session of the whole coast of terra firma and had driven Morillo
out of the country. But as to South America, if Spain had
taken the pains to adjust her differences with us, there would
probably be much less ardor in this country against Spain, and
consequently less in favor of the South Americans. Spain
might have trusted to the operation of those effects. Now it
might be too late. I could answer for nothing.

He complained of the English influence existing here, even
‘upon members of Congress, especially the federalists, and said
that had been the cause of the failure of the Beaumarchais
-claim, which, he said, France would pay if we did not eventu-
ally pay it here. His discourse was altogether rambling and
discontinuous, showing feelings deeply agitated, and a mind
scarcely in possession of itself. He said he did not care for
his place, and had many times offered his resignation. But he
is evidently under great apprehension of losing it, and even of
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being disgraced by his own Government. He was here at least
two hours, talking all the time ardently, passionately, and with
much affectation of confidence and mystery, without communi-
cating, after all, one intelligible or one rational idea. Tom’s
a-cold.

2gth. At the President’s I met Mr. Crawford. The Presi-
dent, in sending the Convention to the Senate with a message,
proposed to present to their consideration a question whether
the appointment of Plenipotentiaries during their recess, and
consequently without their sanction, was of such a nature as
required any declaration or reservation of their rights by them.
I told him I thought there was no question, and that if they
thought there was, it was for them to make it, and not for the
Executive to suggest it to them. He accordingly said nothing
about it. But I think some of the Senators have been whisper-
ing to him, and that he expects some question will be made
about it in the Senate.

joth. Mr. Selma Hale, a member of Congress from New
Hampshire, called at the office, with a letter from Governor
Plumer, requesting three copies of the fifth volume of the last
edition of the Laws. Mr. Hale spoke also of General Jackson’s
campaign in Florida, and of my two letters to G. W. Erving,
which are published in the National Intelligencer of this day.
Jackson's conduct is now arraigned. with extreme virulence in
every quarter of the Union, and, as I am his official defender
against Spain and England, I shall from the time of this publi-
cation come in for my share of the censure so lavishly bestowed
upon him. .

Day. During the cold weather I run almost insensibly into
the practice of keeping later evening hours, which is followed,
of course, by later rising in the morning. In the evening my
room is warm and comfortable for writing; in the cold morn-
ings it takes two or three hours before the fire warms it to
a suitable temperature. This month, therefore, I have risen
mostly after daylight, and have retired to bed between eleven
and twelve. I have likewise been several times in company
abroad, which absorbs every time an evening and a part of the
next morning. The distribution of the day continues regular,



202 MEMOIRS OF YOHUN QUINCY ADAMS. [1818.
\

but the month has been far less effective to industrious occu-
pation than the last. My friends earnestly urge me to mingle
more in society and to make myself more extensively known.
But I am scarcely ever satisfied with myéelf after going into
company, and always have the impression that my time at
home is more usefully spent.

The year is closed. Its most remarkable event, as a portion-
of the annals of my life, has been one of the severest afflictions
to which human existence is liable—the decease of my mother.
The silver cord is broken, the tenderest of natural ties is dis-
solved. Life is no longer to me what it was; my home is no
longer the abode of my mother. While she lived, whenever I
returned to the paternal roof I felt as if the joys and charms of
childhood returned to make me happy. All was kindness and
affection, at once silent and active as the movement of the orbs
of heaven. One of the links that connected me with former
ages is no more, May a merciful Providence spare for many
future years my only remaining parent! With the exception
of this distressing bereavement, the year has been crowned
with blessings, for which I am grateful to the Author of all
good. My own health has been preserved, that of my partner
and children as good as could generally be expected. My
public duties have been discharged faithfully, and as well as
the infirmities of my nature have admitted. My country has
prospered with the smiles of Heaven. May they be con-
tinued! May the wisdom that is from above inspire my
thoughts, and the guidance of a Gracious Spirit direct my
steps! and may the future allotment of Providence, whether
prosperous or adverse, find me with a heart and mind prepared
for cither fortune—to meet adversity with fortitude, or success
with temperance, moderation, and gratitude to God !

With the beginning of the year 1819 also commences the
sixth volume of the diary. Prefixed to it, on the fly-leaf, is the
following paraplirase of five lines taken from the well-known
golden verses attributed to Pythagoras:
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Mnd® mvov padaxolow bw’ Supaot wpoodéfacha
Nplv rov Huepwdv Eoywy Tpls Exagrov breAbely,

11 rapébny ; 71 & bpefa; 1i por déov dux bredéody ;
Aptiauevog Famo nparov bwéfin.  xal peréxeira,
Aedd pev exnppkar, dmrxAiooeo, Ypnora & répwov.

Let not thine eyelids close at parting day
Till, with thyself communing, thou shalt say,
What deed of good or evil have I done
Since the last radiance of the morning sun?
In strict review the day before thee pass,
And see thyself in truth’s unerring glass.

If, scorning self-delusion’s fraudful ways,
Her solemn voice reproving Conscience raise,
With keen contrition, aid Divine implore
Each error to redeem, and wrong no more.
Or, should that faithful guardian witness bear
That all thy actions have been just and fair,
Rejoice, and Heaven invoke with soul sincere
In spotless Virtue's path to persevere.

WASHINGTON, Fanuary 1st, 1819. Friday—Began the year
‘by commencing the draft of a dispatch to R. Rush, London,
and then finished the fifth volume of this diary, and the
journal of the year that has just expired, by entering the
transactions of yesterday. Went with Mrs. Adams to pay the
New Year's visit at the President’'s. One of our horses was
vicious, so that it was with difficulty we got there. The
President’s house was also more crowded than I ever saw it’
on a similar occasion. Mr. Daschkoff, the Russian Minister,
paid me likewise a visit this morning. It is the first time he
has been at Washington since I have been in office at the
Department of State. I had never before seen him.

2d. I finished my draft of a dispatch to R. Rush, and took
it to the President. It was to instruct Rush to inform Lord
Castlereagh that the President intended before long to recog-
nize the Government of Buenos Ayres as independent. The
President had expressly directed me to say as much in a note
to De Forrest, and I thought it would be safest, when holding"
out this expectation to him, to give full notice of our intention
to the British Government. When I read my draft to the
President, he thought it best to consult the Cabinet upon it,
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and asked me to give notice to the members to call at his
house at two o’clock. Mr. Macon had been with him when I
first went. Judge Bland came while I was there, and Mr.
Roberts went in as I came out. I gave notice ta Mr. Calhoun,
and sent it to Mr. Crawford and Mr. Wirt.

Mr. Pedersen, the Danish Minister, came to my office to
have some further conversation upon the project of a treaty
of commerce between the United States and Denmark. I
repeated to him what I had said in our former conversation:
in substance, that we were willing to equalize all duties of ton-
nage, or upon merchandise, with Denmark, as we had done
with England, and even to extend it with Denmark to all the
productions of the Baltic countries, for an equivalent, which
might be the reduction of the duties paid at the passage of
the Sound. We should certainly expect to be placed in that
respect upon a footing equally advantageous with that which
other nations having treaties with Denmark enjoyed. He
asked me again for a copy of the new edition of the Laws,
and for a set of Wait’s state papers; but I had none to dis-
tribute at ‘discretion. Such public documents were given to
each of the foreign Ministers residing here; but of late this
custom has been laid aside. I returned after two, with Mr.
Calhoun, to the President’s. Crawford and Wirt were already
there. My draft of a dispatch to R. Rush was read. They were
all startled at the paragraph annquncing it as the President’s
tntention at no remote period to rccognize the Government of
Buenos Ayres. Yet he had expressly directed me to say as
much to De Forrest. Mr. Wirt enquired whether it would
not be a departure without cause from the course hitherto pur-
sued—an inconsistency with the refusal to recognize Buenos
Ayres last winter, and with the President's message, even at
the commencement of the present session of Congress.

Mr. Crawford answered that the reasons given for deferring
the acknowledgment last winter were, that Commissioners had
been sent to obtain information. That rcason now no longer
existed. The Commissioners had returned home, and the in-
formation they had collected was in our possession.

I added that I had always considered and declared the ques-
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tion of acknowledging the South American Governments as
a question of time; that, besides the return of our Commis-
sioners, other great changes had occurred in that question
since last year. The time itself that had elapsed had given
additional proof of the stability of the Government of Buenos
Ayres. The victory of Maipu had strongly confirmed their
capacity to maintain their independence. Even since the Presi- .
dent’s message of this session it had become asceitained by
public notoriety that the European allies would take no part
in favor of Spain and against the Colonies.

Mr. Calhoun said the views of Great Britain had also been
more distinctly ascertained and more clearly pronounced since
last winter. But he thought it would be safer to press Great
Britain to go along with us in the recognition than to give her
notice that we will grant it without her. If we take the step
in concert with her, it will be perfectly safe. If we take it
against her will, it will be in her power to embarrass us ex-
ceedingly with the consequences, by stimulating Spain to war
with us for it, or by embroiling us with other European powers
through it. The trade to the Havanna alone was now almost
the only resource we had for procuting specie, and if it should
be cut off it would greatly increase the embarrassments of our
circulating medium. ,

The President himself, on the first reading of my draft, had
thought the intention of recognizing Buenos Ayres was too
strongly expressed, and proposed to me to say, “it is contem-
plated, unless any material change of events should occur,”
instead of declaring it as a positive intention.

" Mr. Crawford now said that if the acknowledgment was to
take place, he should prefer making it in another form, not by
granting an “exequatur” to a Consul, but by sending a Minis-
ter there; because the Senate must then act upon the nomina-
tion, which would give their sanction to the measure. Mr.
Wirt added that the House of. Representatives must also con-
cur by assenting to an Act of appropriation. And the Presi-
dent, laughing, said that, as those bodies had the power of