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MEMOIRS OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

CHAPTER XIX. (Continued)
THE TWENTY-FIFTH QONGRESSQ

JunE 1st, 1838.—On going to the House this morning, I told
my coachman, Thomas, if he should come for me this evening,
not to come till ten o'clock. There was a resolution two or
three days ago reported from the Committee of Commerce,
calling upon the Secretary of War to make report at the next
session of Congress of a survey of Lake Erie. As soon as it
was before the House, Lake Huron was added to it by way
of amendment. Bronson then moved to add Lake Ontario.
Others moved for Lakes Michigan and Superior. After some
discussion upon each of these amendments, Whittlesey, of
Ohio, moved as a substitute a joint resolution authorizing the
President to cause surveys to be made of such parts of Lakes
Ontario, Erie, St. Clair, Huron, Michigan, and Champlain,
with their bays, rivers, and straits, as are within the United
States. Wise then moved to include the waters of Chesapeake
Bay and the creeks adjacent thereto. After some resistance
by Whittlesey, and a spice of sectional altercation, Whittlesey
accepted Wise’s amendment. Then Stanly moved to include
Albemarle, Pamlico, and Core Sounds, upon which Charles
Shepard proposed other sounds in North Carolina. And thus
the resolution went on swelling till it was ready to break down
by its own weight; when, with the hour of eleven, came the
special order of the day, and the committee of the whole on
the state of the Union, Howard in the chair, upon the Indian
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Appropridtion bill. Turney resumed his speech of bitter
personalities against Bell, which he continued for nearly two
hours, reading long extracts from old printed documents and
speeches of Bell to convict him of inconsistency. Bell replied,
using, as he always does, gentlemanly language, but in the tone
which the most exasperated resentment assumes to express un-
mitigated contempt. He spoke of Turney as a man of whom he
had scarcely known anything until he met him on the floor of
the House ; said his personal relations with him had been slight,
but not unfriendly; that Turney could have no possible motive
for ill will towards him, but that he had made himself the volun-
tary scavenger of all the filth raked up by others; that the po-
litical associates for whom he acted (meaning Polk, the Speaker,
and Grundy, the Senatof from Tennessee), whether in or out of
the House, were men equally destitute of public principle and
private worth. He had said all this of them at home in his own
district, where he had dared them to meet him, and had exposed
their falsehood and hypocrisy; that they never had dared to
meet him, but had set Turney to make this unprovoked attack
upon him in the House; that Turney had thus become the vol-
untary instrument of the malice of others—the tool of tocls.

At these words, Turney, who was sitting within arm’s reach
of Bell, started up, and, with furious gesture, looking him in
the face, cried, “ It is false! it is false!”

Upon which Bell struck him with his fist. Turney aimed
a blow at Bell in return, and they were rushing at each other,
when the members adjoining separated them. Cries of “ Order!”
“Speaker!” * Sergeant-at-Arms!” instantly arose. Polk, the
Speaker, darted up to the chair, turned Howard out of it, and
called upon the Sergeant-at-Arms to keep order. The tumult
then subsided of itself; and the Speaker, to justify himself for
resuming the chair, read from Jefferson’'s Manual, p. 132, of
the new edition of the rules, the precedents as reported from
the British House of Commons.

All was now quiet; but what was to be done with the dignity
of the House? Howard, the extruded Chairman of the com-
mittee of the whole, whose position scemed to me almost ludi-
crously awkward, thought himself obliged to apologize to the
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House for what he had obviously no power to prevent. He
said he had yesterday called once or twice Turney to order
for wandering into personalities ; that the incident this day was
so sudden and instantaneous that there had not been time for
the Chairman to interpose.

A motion was made that the Chairman of the committee of
the whole House.should take the chair again; but this was not
conformable to the precedents. Mercer was for resorting to
his old expedient of requiring a pledge from the parties that
they would pursue the quarrel no farther; but Wise remon-
strated against this, and, after a short discussion, Mercer's mo-
tion was laid upon the table, by tellers—eighty-six to fifty-two.
The House were on the point of going into committee of the
whole again, when Pennybacker offered a resolution requiring
Bell and Turney to make apologies to the House for having
violated its privileges and offending its dignity. Yell moved
to lay this motion on the table, but Grant called for the yeas
and nays, which were twenty-one to one hundred and fifty-five.
When the call had proceeded about one-third through the
names, and it was apparent that there would be a very large
majority against laying it on the table, Wise asked that it
should be superseded, both the gentlemen being ready to
volunteer apologies—very much ashamed of themselves, and
quite sufficiently punished already.

The call was, however, carried through; then, without wait-
ing for the passage of the resolution, Bell and Turney succes-
sively apologized, and disclaimed all intention of disrespect to
the House; whereupon the resolution was, by general consent,
laid on the table, and the House went, on motion, into com-
mittee again. Bell then resumed his speech of self-vindication
against the slaver of Turney; but, as he kept himself within the
rules of order, his discourse was stale and flat, like a pot of
small beer after a bumper of pure whisky. He was followed
by Underwood, and he by Halsted, who, since his unlucky
waterspout with Governor Lincoln about the jet-d'eau, has been
silent, but who now gave a dissertation equally dull and self-
conceited.

This closed the debate. The question upon Bell's amend-
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ment was taken by tellers, and carried—seventy-seven to sev-
enty—to the great astonishment and annoyance of Cambreleng,
who called for a new count, insisting that many of the members
had mistaken Bell's amendment for the one which he was to
offer by instruction from the Committee of Indian Affairs—an
additional appropriation for the ultimatum from the Secretary
of War to the Cherokees.

Anderson, of Maine, said he had mistaken the question, and
moved a reconsideration of the vote. Dromgoole raised a
point of order whether a reconsideration could be moved in
committee of the whole. The Chairman said it could. The
Speaker was of the same opinion. Bell thought it could not,
but moved the amendment proposed by the Indian Commit-
tee. Anderson withdrew his motion for reconsideration. The
amendment of the Indian Committee was adopted without a
division, and the committee of the whole on the Union rose
and reported the bill, with the amendments,

2d. Two messages from the President were received; one of
them with a report from the Secretary of State in answer to
the resolution offered by me last Monday. He says that all
the correspondence with Texas relating to the annexation has
been already communicated ; that there has been no correspond-
ence on the subject with any other Government; and that the
proposition of annexation, made by the Texas Government,
having been disposed of in the correspondence heretofore
communicated, has not been since deemed within the control
of the United States. The question whether the application
has been withdrawn remains unanswered. The message was
referred to the Committee of Foreign Relations.

3d. I took Mary and her daughter Fanny with me this
morning to the Capitol, where, in the Representative Hall,
Harriet Livermore preached from Luke xxiii. 34: “Then said
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”
—a discourse on the absolute and unqualified forgiveness of
injuries. Indirectly only against duelling; not even indirectly
against slavery. Eleven years have passed away since I first
heard her in this same hall, more than six since I heard her last.
Age has in that time traced furrows on her brow. She has no
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longer the charm of youth. The silver tones of her voice have
become brassy, and she is laboring with one of those violent
bilious coughs. She came to see me after the service, accom-
panied by Mr. Cogswell, of New Hampshire, who, she said,
lodged at the same house with her, and made a voluntary offer
to come with her. I reminded her that when I heard her at
the Capitol in 1832 she had announced her intention of going
to the Western Indians. She said she had been there, with
the approbation of the Government and the warm recommen-
dation of President Jackson. But the Schermerhorns of that
region (by which I understood the male missionaries) had
forced her away and robbed her of all her property. She had
stated her claim for restitution, or indemnity, to President Van
Buren, who had graciously referred her to the Secretary of
War. He was sick, but his chief clerk had assured her that
her claim would be faithfully enquired into; and this, she had
no doubt, was the last she would hear of it. She said she had
since been at Jerusalem, and had only three weeks since re-
turned to the Unitéd States. She spoke with great kindness
of the converted Jew missionary Joseph Wolff, who, she said,
was the greatest man living, and of whose prediction that the
millennium is to commence in 1846 she declared her entire
belief. 'Tis rather too soon.

There is a permanency in this woman’s monomania which
seems accountable only from the impulse of vanity and the
love of fame. The religious spirit easily allies itself to these
passions, and they eagerly grasp the garb of religion. The Holy
Spirit avails itself of these purposes to promote its own cause.
When Harriet Livermore preaches in the Representative Hall
of the United States the forgiveness of injuries, alas! how few
converts will she make! And, yet, is there no blessing of God
for a word spoken in season? Is there no avenue to improve-
ment in the heart of man? There is. Harriet Livermore,
towards the close of her discourse upon the absolute, unquali-
fied, and irremissible command of Jesus Christ to His disciples
to practise the duty of mutual forgiveness, said there was no
portion of mankind upon whom that obligation was more im-
periously binding than upon those who filled the seats in that
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hall. May some of those who heard her lay it to their hearts,
and Harriet Livermore will have worthily fulfilled her destiny
upon earth!

4th. The presentation of petitions took not more than two
hours. I presented one from Anna Swinerton for a widow’s
pension. I found it on my table, and knew not whence it
came. [ stated that I had received certain resolutions of the
Legislature of Massachusetts, adopted at their recent session,
relating to slavery and the slave-trade in the District of Colum-
bia and in the Territories, which, under ordinary circumstances,
I should deem it my duty now to present. But it would be
recollected by the House that last week one of my colleagues,
W. B. Calhoun, had presented to the House certain resolutions
of the same Legislature of a kindred character, though not the
same. They related to the admission into the Union of any
new State with a Constitution tolerating the existence of slavery
within its borders; that the Speaker of the House, by a con-
struction, which 1 deemed erroneous, of the resolution of the
21st of December last, had decided that those resolutions pre-
sented by my colleague should be laid on the table without
being read, printed, referred, or considered; that my colleague,
on a subsequent day, had applied to the House for leave to
withdraw those resolutions, with the avowed purpose of making
known to his constituents and mine the manner in which they
had been treated by the House; that this leave had been granted,
and that, afterwards, my colleague had offered a resolution,
now pending, for the future consideration of the House, de-
claring that the order of the 21st of December, 1837, shall not
be construed to include the resolutions of any State Legislature;
that I should not now present the resolutions of the Legislature
of Massachusetts, with which I was charged, but should reserve
them until, by the action of the House upon the resolution
offered by my colleague, it should be ascertained whether the
resolutions of the Legislature of my native Commonwealth
would be treated by this House with the respect to which they
are entitled, or with contempt.

While I was making this statement, Campbell, of South Caro-
lina, first rose and made a question of order.
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The Speaker said that if I had resolutions of the Legislature
of Massachusetts to present: 1 said I was stating to the
House the reasons why I should not present them, and must,
therefore, necessarily refer to the proceedings of the last week
and the resolution offered by my colleague. There were two
or three other faint calls to order before I finished, and the
Speaker was apparently much inclined to arrest me, but did
not venture to do so. I went through.

Ingham, of Connecticut, presented two sets of resolutions
of the Legislature of that State—one in favor of the claimants
for indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800, the others
strongly protesting against the Patton gag. They were laid
on the table, and ordered to be printed.

Cambreleng presented a petition from colored citizens of
New York, complaining of a regulation in the island of Cuba
by which colored mariners arriving there are imprisoned.
There is precisely such a regulation at Charleston, South
Carolina. After the resolutions, Cambreleng called up the
Indian Hostility bill. Sergeant asked him when he proposed
to bring on the Sub-Treasury. He, said next week, after
the Pre-emption bill. The Whigs are now very fearful that
the Sub-Treasury bill will pass—a sufficient number of the
Western members being converted to it by the Pre-emption
bill. The Indian bill was now taken up, and debated by Wise,
Graham, of North Carolina, Biddle, Legaré, Downing; and,
after a call by Cushman for the previous question, which failed,
by Everett, Biddle, and Downing again; Bell, and McKay, and
* Waddy Thompson. Bell's amendment was rejected, by yeas
and nays—ninety to one hundred and twelve. The amend-
ment proposed from the Committee of Indian Affairs was
adopted by two votes—one of one hundred and eighty-nine to
fifteen, the other of one hundred and seventy-four to twenty—
and the bill, after another previous question and refusal of yeas
and nays, passed to be engrossed, and then passed, by yeas
and nays—one hundred and forty-three to thirty-seven. Up-
wards of twenty members present did not vote on the passage
of the bill. Six members of the Massachusetts delegation
voted against it. Briggs, Cushing, and Hastings did not vote.
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Borden, Parmenter, and I voted for the bill. There was a
sharp passage between Biddle and the delegate from Florida,
Downing, who received a richly-merited castigation, till he
turned pale with anger, but made no reply.

sth. The House went into committee of the whole on the
Union, John Sergeant in the chair. Bills to open-land offices
in Wisconsin, west of the Mississippi; to create a Surveyor-
General ; to establish a new judicial district in Florida; to
survey and ascertain the boundary lines between Wisconsin
and Missouri, and between Wisconsin and Michigan, were laid
aside to be reported, after very short discussion upon one of
them. The bill to divide the Territory of Wisconsin and
establish the Territory of Iowa was the first that bred debate.
Mason, of Ohio, without declaring himself against it, moved
to strike out the enacting clause, to elicit information, stating
that allegations were abroad of numerous occupations of the
public lands by unlicensed interlopers. Crary, of Michigan,
briefly answered him. Mercer opposed the bill, as unneces-
sary and inexpedient until the portion of Wisconsin east of the
Mississippi shall be constituted as a State. Waddy Thomp-
son, with more candid disclosure of real purpose, opposed the
bill on the avowed ground of maintaining the balance of power
between the slave-holding and non-slave-holding States. He
said he would never consent, and hoped no Southern man
would ever vote for making new Territories or admitting new
States from the Northwest into the Union, so long as the
Northern fanatics were pouring in floods of petitions against
the admission of that great and glorious people of Texas
which had applied for admission into our Union, as was de-
sired most earnestly by a large portion of our own country,
and for which proposals in this House had been made, but not
considered.

Bronson complimented Thompson for his candor; remarked
that the Northwestern Territory was actually a parcel of our
Union, to the people of which we were under obligations of
positive duty. He would not enter into the discussion about
the annexation of Texas, but it was not now within the pale of
the Union.
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Pope spoke in favor of the bill, and said the present popula-
tion of Wisconsin, west of the Mississippi, was much more
numerous than that of Arkansas when gifted with a Territorial
Government. Bronson said the present population was about
thirty thousand each side of the Mississippi.

Thompson replied, insisting upon the claim of the people of
the South to the annexation of Texas to preserve the balance
of power, especially in the Senate.

Mercer, Everett, Jones, of Wisconsin, Charles Shepard, and
White, of Kentucky, took part in the debate; but no answer
was given to Thompson. I rose and addressed the Chairman,
but he did not hear me. The motion to strike out the enact-
ing clause was rejected without a division. Bond moved a
reduction of the salary of. the Governor; which, after some
discussion, was adopted.

6th. The bill constituting the Territory of Iowa was largely
debated. Downing, the delegate from Florida, moved the
previous question, but it was not sustained. Bond had moved
to reduce the salary of the Governor, proposed in the bill at
two thousand dollars as Governor and one thousand five
hundred dollars as Superintendent of Indian Affairs, to one
thousand five hundred dollars as Governor and one thousand
as Indian Superintendent. The sums reported in the bill were
declared by the Chairman of the committee, Bronson, to be
the same established by law, and now received by the Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin. Bond called for the yeas and nays, and,
intending to vote against the reduction, I gave my reasons for
the vote, and commented upon the spurious economy which
vents itself in charges of extravagance and declamations against
Executive patronage, and contents itself practically with nib-
bling at the salaries of subordinate officers. I took the occa-
sion, while up, of answering Waddy Thompson’s declaration
that he would vote for no new Northern Territory while
Northern fanatics were pouring in petitions against the annexa-
tion to this Union of the great and glorious republic of Texas.
I objected to the peculiar glory of Texas, which consisted of
having made of a land of freemen a land of slaves. I said we
had too much of that sort of glory already, and was proceed-
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ing to illustrate by the achievements of the late Philadelphia
mobs, when the stunning cries of “ Order!” emboldened the
Speaker to order me to take my seat.

Thompson entreated that I might be allowed to proceed,
insisting that I was strictly in order. But I had said as much
as I wished to say then, and I did not appeal from the Speaker's
decision. I had some sparring with Mercer about the size of
the new Territory. It was finally found that Bond's amend-
ment put the salary of the Governor of the Territory of Iowa
at the same sum now allowed to the Governor of Wisconsin.
The amendment was accepted, and the bill, after further discus-
sion, passed, by yeas and nays—one hundred and eighteen to
fifty-one.

7th. H. R. U. S. Whittlesey’s transformation of a resolu-
tion reported by the Committee of Commerce, directing the
Secretary of War to send to the House at the next session
copies of surveys in his office of Lakes Erie and Michigan,
into a joint resolution authorizing the President to have sur-
veys made of Lakes Ontario, Erie, St. Clair, Huron, Michigan,
and Champlain, Chesapeake Bay, Albemarle, Pamlico, and
Core Sounds, and maps and charts of such surveys to be made
without one cent of appropriation, came up, and ran through
to the question upon its third reading without one word of
opposition. I then rose and observed that, approving exceed-
ingly the object of the resolution, I thought it should be in
the form of a bill, with an appropriation; that the Chesa-
peake Bay and the North Carolina sounds were superfluous,
being already included in the general survey of the coast, and,
as this measure would be a gigantic stride in the system of
internal improvement, it would be well for the House to under-
stand what they were about in passing this resolution.

Some of the Southern internal-improvement haters were
startled; but it was too late, Cushman was in favor of the
resolution, and moved the previous question, insisting that the
resolution would not involve one cent of expense.

Mallory called for the yeas and nays, and they were refused.

Haynes moved to recommit to the Committee of Commerce
to report a general survey. No! A resolution which, if its
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import had been understood, would have raised months of de-
bate, and then been certainly rejected, was now driven through
by the shrewdness of Elisha Whittlesey and the dogged mor-
tification ef the anti-internal-improvement men at their own
failure to detect the mine sprung upon them by it. The gravity
of Whittlesey, and the stolidity of Cushman in maintaining that
it involved no expense, were diverting.

Mallory intimated that the resolution was smuggled through
the House; which was resented with great indignation by
Whittlesey, who scourged the Southern men for first lumber-
ing his resolution with Chesapeake Bay and North Carolina
sounds, and then urging the weight of the resolution to break
it down. It was passed by the previous question, and without
yeas and nays.

Fairfield moved to go into committee of the whole on the
Union upon the Northeastern Boundary bill. He was per-
suaded to modify his motion, to go into committee generally.
This succeeded. Craig, of Virginia, was Chairman of the com-
mittee. Fairfield, and Garland of Louisiana, rose and addressed
him simultaneously; but, though Fairfield had moved to go
into the committee, and stated the object of his motion, to take
up the Boundary bill, the Chairman gave the floor to Garland,
who moved to take up the Land Pre-emption bill, and it was
taken up and debated. Various amendments offered until
about four o'clock, when the committee rose, with a prospect
of much more future debate. Adjourned about five. I came
home with a heavy heart. Evening visit from Mr. Daveis, and
long conversation with him on the Northeastern boundary. I
told him the Administration would not suffer the Boundary
bill to pass, and that they ought, in candor, to say so to the
Maine delegation. I inferred it conclusively from the incidents
of this morning in the House.

8th. H. R. U.S. Three hours of this day, from ten to one
o'clock, had been fixed for the discussion of the bill reported
by the Committee on Public Buildings, to take down the walls
of that now unfinished and apply the stone for the construc-
tion of a fire-proof Post Office edifice, and build another brick
building for the Treasury Department. Committee of the
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whole on the state of the Union, John Pope in the chair.
Naylor began the debate in favor of the report, and was an-
swered by George H. Keim, a Pennsylvania German Demo-
crat, just supplying the place of the departed Muhlenberg.
Keim looks at this object, and all others, through the smoky
lens of party politics, and stands by the wretched bungler in
architecture, Mills, because he was recommended by Mr. Jef-
ferson. |

Zadock Pratt, a member of the committee, a full-blooded
Administration man, but a house-builder himself, and an honest
man, made a speech of half an hour, founded wholly upon
facts; and such was its impression upon the committee, that if
Governor Lincoln could have sacrificed his unparalleled elo-
quence to the success of the cause, the committee would at that
moment have risen and reported the bill, and it would have run
triumphantly through the House before they would have had
time to cool. But no; he saw the eager impatience of the
House, but he could not forego the glory of conquering by
his speech; and, promising to detain the committee only a very
few minutes, had been about half an hour in full blast of a
speech without symptom of approaching to a conclusion, when
Pope, the Chairman, announced that the hour of one had
arrived and the committee must rise.

There was an earnest wish in the committee to close the
discussion, but Pope insisted upon the committee’s rising, and
they did, and reported progress.

Lincoln moved a suspension of the rules to go into commit-
tee again ; which was done, with the same Chairman. Lincoln
abridged and finished his speech. He called upon Cushing to
testify to the bad construction of the custom-house at New-
buryport, of which Mills was the architect. Cushing testified
that the walls of that building did, like Desdemona, * seriously
incline,” not towards union, but to divorce; and that a great
iron bar across the whole building had been found necessary
to keep them in their bearings. Cushing was irresistibly
facetious, and, while up, gave his advice to take down the em-
bryo palace of the Treasury Department and build a plain brick
fire-proof republican work-house for the Department in its place.
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Then there was a desultory debate. Amendments proposed.
A motion to strike out the enacting clause of the bill—forty-
fout to sixty-three; no quorum; then fifty-nine to sixty-six;
rejected. Sundry amendments adopted, and reported, with the
bill, to the House. Sherrod Williams then moved to lay the
bill on the table, and a call of the House. The call was pur-
sued, until one hundred and seventy-one members answered to
their names, and then, by yeas and nays, the bill was laid on
the table—eighty-nine to eighty-two.

11th. When twelve o'clock came, Bouldin bustled for the
special order, and moved to go into committee of the House.
I asked leave to present a petition. He objected. I said it
related to the business of the District of Columbia. He then
withdrew his objection. I presented the petition, and moved
that it should be read. It was read. I moved it should be
printed and referred to the committee of the whole, who had
the business of the District before them. Thomas moved to
take up the motion of reconsideration, pending upon the Treas-
ury Building bill, and, by settling that question, put the work-
men again immediately upon wages. He carried it by a vote
of two-thirds. Harrison moved to lay the motion to recon-
sider on the table; lost—eighty-six to one hundred. Yell
called for the yeas and nays on the reconsideration—one hun-
dred and three to ninety-one. Motion to lay the bill on the
table; lost. Amendments proposed. Cushman moves to lay
the bill and amendments on the table; lost—ninety-five to
ninety-eight. More discussion on the bill and amendments,
and then another motion by Petriken to lay the whole on the
table; carried—ninety-four to ninety-one. It was at last a
close party vote, and it was determined to continue the build-
ing as begun, to escape the reproach of having spent so much
money upon it and then taking it down. Wise stung them
into the final vote by calling it *“ The house that Jack built,”
and running a parallel between its unfinished, unfinishable,
half-erected ruin and the late and present Administration,
between the first vote of eighty-six to one hundred, and the
last of ninety-four to ninety-one. The mutes of the Adminis-
tration party were moving round the House and rallying the



16 MEMOIRS OF YOHN QUINCY ADAMS. [June,

stragglers to the fold. The building will be continued at an
enormous expense; but whether ever finished is doubtful;
and whether it will stand, if finished, is more so. It is now
unequivocally an Administration building, though several Ad-
ministration members voted for taking it down, and about an
equal number of the opposition against it. Wise's “ House
that Jack built” settled the question.

12th. At the House, I found Mason, of Ohio, still speaking
on the Pre-emption bill. Casey, of Illinois, and Crary, of
Michigan, followed Mason, and gave the whole theory of the
settlers on the public lands, which is, that the only just right
to land is occupancy and labor, and that the right is individual
as well as social; that every man has a right to take up unoc-
cupied land, and, having taken it up, has the right to purchase
the right of the community at the lowest price, and in prefer-
ence to all others. Crary compared the right of the squatter
on land to the right of the fisherman upon the ocean. It was
a common right, and the fisherman was a squatter upon the
water, just as the settler is a squatter upon the land. This is
the tone of opinion throughout the new Western States; and
so thoroughly is the sense of right and wrong in the human
heart subservient to the physical wants of the human animal,
that this utter perversion of the elementary principle of prop-
erty passes throughout the Western region for irrefragable
logic. I take no part in this debate. The public lands are
irrecoverably lost, and it were a worthless and a thankless
task to intermeddle in the scramble for the spoils.

13th. Reports of committees. Legaré, from the Committee
of Foreign Affairs, presented his report upon the petitions from
the peace societies which he had shown me, and which I had
read. Ten thousand extra copies of it were ordered to be
printed ; opposed only by Petriken. Then Dromgoole, from
the same committee, reported a resolution that the committee
be discharged from the consideration of all the resolutions of
State Legislatures and of the memorials and petitions of in-
dividuals relating to the annexation of Texas to the United
States, and that they be laid on the table.

Cushing, another member of the committee, objected to the
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report, and offered a resolution that the report be recommitted,
with instructions to report upon the merits of the resolutions
and memorials and petitions referred.

Some debate arose. I enquired if the committee had given
five minutes of consideration to the resolutions of State Legis-
latures and the multitudes of petitions and memorials referred
to them.

Dromgoole immediately rose and denied my right to ask
the question, and said he would not be catechised by me.

I said that was enough for me. The refusal to answer would
warrant me and the people in the inference that the committee
never did consider the subject referred to them.

Carter, of Tennessee, opposed Cushing’s resolution, and
Pickens, of South Carolina, supported it.

Cushman said a proposition to annex an independent re-
public to this Union should come from that republic. No such
proposition was before the House. The debate was irregular,
and he moved the previous question.

Confusion and laughter.

I asked him to withdraw the motion, to allow an answer to
his speech. He refused, but the vote upon his motion was
seventy-four to eighty-one; no second; and Howard, Chair-
man of the Committee of Foreign Affairs, took the floor.
~ The hour had elapsed, and the committee of the whole on

the state of the Union took up again the Pre-emption bill.
Chapman, of Alabama, and Prentiss, of Mississippi, made long
speecheés in favor of the bill, and Robertson, of Virginia, part
of a speech against it. The heat was so intense that through
the day I was often obliged to leave my seat and go to breathe
at one of the windows. Mr. C. S. Daveis called me from my
seat and enquired where he could find my discussion of the
right to the fisheries, to which Howard, of Maryland, had lately
referred with commendation in a speech. This commendation
had been excessive, but I did not know to what he had specially
alluded. I asked Howard what it was, and he said it was the
discussion in the pamphlet I had published. Itook Mr. Daveis
into the library, and there found the pamphlet, “ The Duplicate

Letters, the Fisheries, and the Mississippi,” and pointed out to
VOL. X.—2 ’
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him page 184, the passage to which Howard had referred. I
showed him also my two letters on the right to the fisheries,
in Gales and Seaton’s State Papers, Foreign Relations, vol. iv.,
pages 352 and 356. He said Mr. Webster wished to see those
papers, and would make a speech to-morrow on the North-
eastern Boundary bill.

At the meeting after the recess, Robertson finished his speech
against the Pre-emption bill; and Cushing followed with a
speech in its favor. Cushing avowed the most licentious of
the doctrines subversive of property, and the most comprehen-
sive principles of the right of individual occupancy. He takes
his cue from Webster, and hazards opinions unpopular now in
our State and section, but which he knows will prevail here,
and against which he sees that all resistance is vain. Rice
Garland made two or more speeches for his substitute for the
bill; and a multitude of petty amendments were moved, de-
bated, and adopted or rejected, two or three votes taken with-
out a quorum, and at last, by common consent, the bill and
amendments were reported to the House, more by lassitude of
hearing than exhaustion of eloquence.

14th. The Texas question coming up, Waddy Thompson
moved an amendment to Cushing’s resolution to recommit the
report of the committee, with instructions—to strike out all after
that word, and insert, “to report a joint resolution directing the
President to take the necessary steps for the annexation of
Texas to the United States, so soon as it can be done consist-
ently with the treaty stipulations of this Government.” Howard
then began a speech, chiefly in answer to Mr. Cushing’s remarks
in support of his resolution to recommit the report. His main
argument was, that there was no proposition for the annexa-
tion of Texas before the House; but that argument now failed,
Thompson’s proposition having brought a proposition directly
before the House, Howard said he regretted that Cushman’s
motion for the previous question yesterday did not prevail; that
the proposition from Texas itself had been promptly rejected.
And he intimated that Thompson, by precipitating the recog-
nition of the Texan independence, had greatly increased the
difficulty and retarded the possibility of effecting the annexation.
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Howard had not finished when the hour expired, and the
Pre-emption bill was taken up. It was debated the whole day
with much pertinacity, and Governor Lincoln, the only member
of the Committee on the Public Lands representing an interest
to preserve them as the property of the people, obtained, with
the assistance of Briggs, two or three palliative amendments,
which I believe not worth contending for. The thirst of a tiger
for blood is the fittest emblem of the rapacity with which the
members of all the new States fly at the public lands. The
constituents upon whom they depend are all settlers, or tame
and careless spectators of the pillage. They are themselves
enormous speculators and land-jobbers. It were a vain attempt
to resist them here.

The heat was so intense that I could not remain in my seat.
I found on- my table a note from Mr. Daveis, expressing a
wish that I would go into the Senate-chamber and hear Mr.
Webster speaking upon the Northeastern Boundary question.
I went, accordingly, and heard him upon the northwest angle
of Nova Scotia. His exposition was clear and unquestionable,
but his hearers apparently took little interest in it. Mr. Pres-
ton, to whom I returned the sketch of a projected picture for
the rotunda which he had, some time since, left with me,
pressed me to take his seat, as he was going out. I took it.
Mr. Buchanan came behind me and whispered, “The worst of \ '
it is, there is no doubt”—an oracular sentence, of which I did
not ask the explanation. Buchanan is Chairman of the Sen-
ate’s Committee of Foreign Affairs, and, when Mr. Webster
finished, moved to postpone the subject till Saturday, when he
would make some proposition.

After the recess the Pre-emption bill was again taken up,
and passed. Governor Lincoln and Briggs succeeded in carry-
ing amendments confining the operation of the bill to the
benefit of actual bona fide settlers. They were vehemently
opposed by Crary and Casey and the Western members, whose
tactics are to abuse without mercy the speculators in debate,
and to oppose every possible expedient to guard against them,
Underwood moved to recommit the bill to a committee of a
member from each State, with instructions to report a land
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bill for the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands;
which, after an abortive motion from Cushman for the previous
question, was rejected, by yeas and nays—seventy-nine to one
hundred and twenty-three. ‘

May proposed an amendment, giving a general license to
every one to settle on the public lands, and, after a year’s occu-
pancy, a right of pre-emption to one quarter section. This and
sundry other amendments were rejected, as was repeatedly the
previous question, but that was at last moved by Boon, and
carried. The vote for engrossment was one hundred and thirty-
two to seventy, and that for the final passage of the bill one
hundred and seven to fifty-two.

15th. Snyder, of Illinois, made a very formal and equally
foolish address to the House on a newspaper article in yester-
day’s Madisonian, charging him in substance with having sold
his promise to vote for the Sub-Treasury for a promise of place.
He denied the fact; said he was not a candidate for office; had
received no Executive smiles. The charge was false and slan-
derous, but he should take no further notice of it, inasmuch as
the editor of the Madisonian had forfeited the pledge under
which he had been elected printer to the House, of supporting
the present Administration and the usages of the Republican
party. The charges in the Madisonian against Mr. Snyder, of
fishing for office with the bait of the Sub-Treasury, I am told,
are all true.

Dromgoole’s report concerning Texas is now the regular
business of the morning hour. Before Howard resumed his
argument, I offered an amendment to Waddy Thompson's
amendment, to strike out all after the word instructions, and
insert, “ to report the following resolutions: That the power of
annexing the people of a foreign Government to this Union has
not been delegated to the Congress nor to any Department of
the Government of the United States, but has been reserved to
the people. That any attempt by Act of Congress or by treaty
to annex the republic of Texas to this Union would be an
usurpation of power, which it would be the right and the duty
of the free people of the Union to resist and annul.”

This, being an amendment to an amendment, gives me the
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right to the floor immediately after Howard. He finished
his speech against the recommitment and all the instructions.
Petriken moved to lay the whole subject on the table, but with-
drew the motion, first for an explanation from Cushing, and
afterwards generally, by request. Waddy Thompson told me
two or three days since that we should have this Texas dis-
cussion, for that it had been promised to him. All the South
Carolinians desire it. ’

I enquired of Howard, as Chairman of the committee, whether
he sustained Dromgoole in his refusal to answer whether the
committee had taken into consideration the resolutions, peti-
tions, and memorials relating to Texas referred to them by the
House.

Howard answered that he did—that it was disrespectful to
the committee to ask such questions, and he should go the
whole length of the gentleman from Virginia and refuse to
answer.

I then put the question to Ogden Hoffman, another member
of the committee, who was standing before me, and said I
should be glad to put it to every member of the committee;
but the Speaker interpostd, and announced the orders of the
day, without allowing even Hoffman time to answer. This
gave me, however, the floor for to-morrow.

The House then went into the consideration of private busi-
ness, to which it was impossible for me to give much attention.
Mr. Daveis, the Agent from the State of Maine, asked to have
some conversation with me during the recess, and was with me
the whole time in the chamber of the Committee of Manufac-
tures, giving me an account of his conversations with Mr. Poin-
sett on the Boundary question. With Forsyth he is utterly
disgusted. He consulted me with great anxiety about what
he was to do, and wrote down a proviso, which he had thoughts
of proposing, to modify the bill for surveying the boundary.
I gave him freely my advice, which was, to let such proviso
come from the Administration side. He said that Mr. Reuel
W:lliams was convinced that the bill would not pass.

16th. After some little trickery to consume the time of the
House, in motions out of order and to suspend the rules for
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other purposes, I obtained the floor on the motion to recommit
the report of the Committee of Foreign Relations concerning
Texas. Tillinghast asked me to give way for the reading of the
resolutions from the Legislature of Rhode Island against the
annexation. I told him it was my purpose to notice them and
have them read in the progress of my remarks on this occasion;
whereupon he desisted, and I commenced ‘my argument, and
continued until the expiration of the hour, when the orders of
the day were announced, and private business was taken up.
I confined myself entirely to the points made by Dromgoole,
Howard, and Legaré, and my speech was only an animated
dialogue with them upon the right of petition. I am oppressed
by the magnitude and weight of the subject, and anxious, even
to dejection, with regard to the mode of treating it best suited
to the success of the cause.

2oth. Call at the Department of State for the newspapers
sent by the Texan Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary last September to Mr. Forsyth, and containing the
report of the committee of the House of Representatives of
the State of Mississippi to that body on the annexation of
Texas to this Union. Neither Mf. Forsyth nor the Chief
Clerk, Dayton, was at the office; but the Diplomatic Clerk
was there, and could not find Mr. Memucan Hunt’s newspaper.
It was mislaid.

H.R.U.S. My speech on Texas. Reviewed the resolu-
tions of the State Legislatures—Rhode Island, Ohio, Tennessee,
Michigan; stopped at Alabama; Vermont had been introduced
yesterday. Resolutions of the Rhode Island Legislature not
printed in the journal. Explanations with Tillinghast. Hamer
asked my leave to present a petition; granted—reminding him
of his refusal to me of the same courtesy yesterday.

Independent Treasury bill. James Garland’s speech against
it, and his substitute. Bronson's proposed amendment—to
strike out Calhoun’s specie section, and suspend the laws
against small bills.

21st. Morning hour. Continued my speech on the Texan
question. Tillinghast. The resolutions of the Legislature of
Rhode Island, presented on the 2gth of December last, and




1838.] THE TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, 23

omitted then to be printed on the journal, are to be printed on
the journal of this day—Nunc pro tunc. Cushing modifies
his resolution so as to insert the two additional State Legis-
latures, Vermont and Rhode Island. I review the preamble
and resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama; their personal
attack on me; resolutions of the Legislature of Massachu-
setts; proceedings in New York and Pennsylvania; debate in
the Texan Congress. Interrupted while reading it. Harlan
calls for the orders of the day. Committee of the whole on
the Union, Connor in the chair, on the Independent Treasury
bill. Duncan proposes an amendment. S.S. Prentiss till the
recess, and two hours of the evening session, against the bill.
Rhett and R. M. T. Hunter take the floor. Committee rise.

22d. Dr. Chapin, President of the Columbian College, in
the District of Columbia, with Dr. Sherwood, one of the Pro-
fessors of that institution, called on me this morning to speak
about the Smithsonian bequest. Mr. Rush has recovered the
money—half a million of dollars—and is expected with it here
in the course of the next month. Dr. Chapin represented that
if this money should be applied to the foundation of a college
or university, it must necessarily effect the total destruction of
his college.

I told him that after the passage of the Act of Congress for
procuring the money, I had not permitted myself to think
upon the subject till the money should be in the Treasury;
that I hoped, however, no disposal of the fund would be made
which would in any manner injure the Columbian College; that
I did not think the Smithsonian Institution should be a college,
or a university, or a school of education for children, but alto-
gether of a different character; that, as the money would come
into the hands of the Executive, I hoped the President would
in his next annual message propose some plan for the adop-
tion of Congress for the disposal of the fund; and I advised
Dr. Chapin to see the President and converse with him on the
subject—which he said he would.

H.R.U.S. Texas, and the morning hour. *Concluded my
remarks on the debate in the Texan Congress; proceedings
in the Legislatures of New York and Pennsylvania and South
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Carolina; duty of the committee to take all these resolutions
into consideration; system of suppression. Legaré calls me
to order. Speaker decides I may proceed. Enumeration of
the subjects upon which debate has been suppressed. Hour
expires. Independent Treasury bill. R. M. T. Hunter for it
until, and again after, the recess. John P. Kennedy, the new
member from Baltimore, in the place of McKim, begins a
powerful speech against it.

23d. Morning hour. Texas. On the system of suppression.
I alluded to the transactions in the House from 6th to 11th
February, 1837. Slave petitioning. I was called to order by
Legaré, and peremptorily stopped by the Speaker. I called
on the Speaker to have the disorderly words taken down. He
refuses. I appeal from his decision. He is sustained, by the
yeas and nays—one hundred and fifteen to thirty-six; two
hundred and five members in the House. I resumed speaking
for one minute. Sherrod Williams moves a reconsideration of
the vote of yesterday postponing the resolution to fix the day
of adjournment, and assigned what had taken place this morn-
ing as evidence that the session was getting to be too long.
The postponement was reconsidered, and the resolution to
adjourn the gth of July passed.

Independent Treasury bill. John P. Kennedy till, and an
hour after, the recess. Toucey’s flabby eloquence for the bill.
Waddy Thompson against it. Potter, a Pennsylvanian Irish-
man, began some very brief remarks for it. After hearing
him nearly an hour, at half-past seven I saw he would not
finish before nine, and that no question would be taken to-night ;
so I left the committee of the whole in session, and went to
the theatre. Saw Shakspeare’s “ As You Like It,” Ellen Tree
for “ Rosalind;” all the other parts wretchedly performed—
“Jaques” by Fredericks, who had no conception of the part,
left out some of the finest passages, spoke some set down for
others, and delivered with lifeless insipidity the “ Seven Ages.”
Pickering's “ Touchstone” was rather better, but not good.
The play itself, so admirable in the closet, is dull on the stage.

24th, Attended at St. John's Church. I spoke to President
Van Buren, and asked half an hour's conversation with him at
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six o’clock this evening; to which he acceded. I went to the
President’s, and, putting into his hand the letter which I have
received in duplicate from R. Rush of 15th May, requested
him to read it. I then had a conversation of nearly two hours
with him upon the Smithsonian bequest, referring to my report,
and entreating him to have a plan prepared to recommend
to Congress for the foundation of the Institution at the com-
mencement of the next session of Congress. I suggested to
him the establishment of an astronomical observatory, with
a salary for an astronomer and assistant, for nightly obser-
vations and periodical publication; then annual courses of
lectures upon the natural, moral, and political sciences; and,
above all, no jobbing—no sinecures—no monkish stalls for lazy
idlers.

Mr. Van Buren received all this with complacency and ap-
parent concurrence of opinion; said he would look into my
report; wished me at leisure to name any persons who I
thought might be usefully consulted; appeared very favorably
disposed to the establishment of an observatory, and willing
to do right. .

I urged upon him the deep responsibility of the nation to
the world and to all posterity worthily to fulfil the great object
of the testator. I only lament my inability to communicate
half the solicitude with which my heart is on this subject full,
and the sluggishness with which I shall fail properly to pursue
it. If T can but remember to write upon it to L. Cass and T.
Aspinwall, and to converse upon it with Edward Everett and
the Winthrops.

25th. Reading of the journal. I claim the right to the floor
when the Texas question comes up. Admitted by the Speaker.
Petriken moved a reconsideration of the resolution to adjourn
oth July. Rule suspended. Previous question. Reconsidera-
tion refused—sixty-four to one hundred and thirty-five. States
called over for resolutions, commencing with Maine. I moved
a call for Memucan Hunt's newspaper, the report of the com-
mittee of the House of Representatives of the State of Missis-
sippi. As a call, it must, by the rule of the House, lie over
one day, and then it is never in order to call it up. I asked
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the consideration of the motion now; refused—eighty-four to
one hundred and eight. Evening session. Sub-Treasury bill.
Rhett’s ranting speech in its favor. No reply. Enacting clause
of the bill struck out in committee of the whole, by tellers—
ninety-two to eighty-six. Bill reported to the House with the
enacting clause struck out. Previous question immediately
called, and carried. Main question, not on concurring with
the committee of the whole in striking out the enacting clause,
but on engrossing the bill for a third reading. Call of the
House pursued till two hundred and thirty-six members an-
swered to their names. Bill rejected, by yeas and nays—one
hundred and eleven to one hundred and twenty-five. Subdued
shout from the galleries. H. A. Foster gives notice of a motion
to reconsider,

26th. H. R. U. S. More than half an hour consumed upon
preliminary questions. Robertson, of Virginia, entreated me
to yield the floor for him to offer a resolution directing the
Secretary of the Treasury to make special deposits of the public
moneys in certain State banks, and to take as much constitu-
tional currency, gold and silver, for public revenue as he can get.
I yielded the floor, but Petriken objected, and said he would
not let in at the window what ought to come in at the door.
Robertson moved a suspension of the rules, but was refused—
seventy to one hundred and twenty-three.

I resumed my speech on the annexation of Texas. Con-
tested the reproach of Howard upon the petitions of women,
and on the petitioners. I alluded to the votes of the South
Carolina members on Saturday to suppress my freedom of
speech, after their frequent declaration of their desire to dis-
cuss the Texas question.

Pickens attempted an awkward self-justification, and said he
was obliged to vote that I was out of order. Women. Scripture.
Ancient History. Greece. Athens, Aspasia. Sparta. Rome.
Orders of the day. Foster moves reconsideration of the vote
against the Sub-Treasury bill. F. Thomas opposes the recon-
sideration ; which is rejected, by yeas and nays—twenty-one to
two hundred and five.

28th. H.R.U.S. Morning hour on Texas. Women petition-
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ers. Howard not present. Johnson’s Life of Greene. Ramsay's
History of the Revolution in South Carolina. Deborah Gan-
nett, and Morgan’s report. Orders of the day. Bill to increase
the army. Bell till the recess. Letters to John Angier and
Ragsdale. Session p.M. Skirmishing debate. Lincoln, Reed,
Evans, Everett, Grennell, Harrison, of Missouri, Yell. Many
amendments offered. Committee rise and report no quorum.
House refuse to adjourn. Rally a bare quorum, and return
into committee. Amendment adopted. Bill reported to the
House. Adjourn at nine.

3oth. H.R.U.S. Morning hour on Texas. Women. Misses
Grimké. Pickens. Tissue of misrepresentations. My reply.
Legaré’s call to order. Speaker decides against him. Camp-
bell’s interruption, and my reply. The copstitutional question.
Declaration of Independence. Constitution. People. Expira-
tion of the hour. Elmore’s imputation of insane raving.

Fuly 2d. Call for petitions superseded at Whittlesey’s mo-
tion. I yield the floor for reports of committees. Boon's -
motion to supersede the morning hour for the rest of the ses-
sion ; failed—one hundred and one to fifty-four. Its object, to
silence me on the Texas question. Army bill., Reconsidera-
tion refused. Bill forced through by the previous question—
one hundred and twelve to eighty. Borden, Cushing, Fletcher,
Grennell, Lincoln, Parmenter, and Phillips voting for it; Adams,
Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, and Hastings against it. Reed was
against it, but did not vote. Rice Garland moves to amend
the title. The Harbor bill, till the recess, and again till. ten
at night, when the committee of the whole on the Union, J. M.
Mason in the chair, reported it, with many amendments, to the
House.- I skirmished after the recess with Cambreleng.

3d. H.R. U. S, Several interpositions. Goode. Howard
objects to reply. I resume the constitutional argument against
the annexation of Texas. Jefferson's opinions on that of Loui-
siana. Richmond Enquirer. The semicolon and comma—
charge upon me. My opinions and conduct on the acquisition
of Louisiana.

Hour expires. New Revenue bill from the Senate. Cam-
breleng’s short speech. Previous question lost. Duncan, of
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Ohio. Recess; and Duncan again. Previous question again
lost. Calls of the House. Many amendments lost. Public
funds not to be used for banking—one hundred and one to
one hundred and one. Speaker’s casting vote carries it.
Jenifer asks me to move a reconsideration—which I decline.

4th. Independence-day. H. R. U.S. Morning hour. How-
ard objects to any intrusion upon my time that may encroach
upon his to answer me. My speech in S. U. S. on the Loui-
siana Treaty. Resolutions offered in Senate. Conferences
with Mr. Madison. Annexation by Act of Congress. Comma-
ites and Semicolonites. Slavery. Reply to Elmore—insane
ravings. His apology. Hour expires. Waddy Thompson'’s
question. Not allowed.

Grennell moves to suspend the rules to take up the Senate
bill against duelling; rejected. Senate Sub-Treasury bill No.
3, sent back emasculated—second section struck out. Old
Harbor bill debated. Cambreleng’s statement of expenditures,
- four millions. Motion to adjourn at two; failed. Harbor bill
passed, and reconsideration refused. Message P.U.S.; volu-
minous Mexican correspondence. Howard moves a select com-
mittee of three to select the papers to be printed. I move
that they be laid on the table and printed; question divided.
Robertson moves to lay motion to print on the table; carried
—one hundred and three to eighty. Robertson afterwards
gave notice of a motion to reconsider.

sth. Howard declares I skal/ not allow other members to
occupy parts of the morning hour. Smart altercation. I pro-
ceed. Slavery. Report of the committee of House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Mississippi. I read extracts—com-
ment. I then assume hypothetically that the system of the
Executive Administration from 4th March, 1829, towards
Mexico, has been duplicity to breed a war with Mexico to
accomplish the annexation of Texas to this Union. Review
the relations with Mexico during my Administration. First
proposals to purchase Texas ill received. Poinsett. Expiration
of the hour.

The Senate’s third Sub-Treasury bill, after various proposed
amendments, passed by the previous question, discarding John-
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Campbell’s proviso, that the public money shall not be used
for banking. Robertson offers certain resolutions for reor-
ganizing the public land sale system. Rules not suspended.
Recess. Elmore moves suspension of the rules for me to pro-
ceed. Dromgoole. Rules not suspended.

6th. Morning hour; fourteenth day. Texas. Review of the
propositions made to the Mexican Government for the pur-
chase of Texas. Torrens. Clay. Poinsett. Van Buren. An-
thony Butler. Poinsett's recall. Succession of documents
from No. 42. Dr. Mayo's letter. Hour expires. Howard en-
quires if I should not finish now, whether he can answer me
hereafter. Speaker says the House must decide. I said that
Howard, and not I, had the command of the time of the
House.

7th. Morning hour; fifteenth day. Texas. I read A. Jack-
son’s letter to W. Fulton, 1oth December, 1830. Howard's
agitation. His letter to W. Fulton, and Fulton’s answer. He
gives them to me to be communicated to the House. Drom-
goole moves suspension of the rules to answer me ; refused.

Committee of three to select the last Mexican documents
for publication. Supplement to the Army bill passed by pre-
vious question. Frauds on public lands, and Choctaw pre-
emptions. Recess. Ivisited Dr. Henry Perrine at the chamber
of the Committee of Agriculture, and examined his tropical
plants and the fibrous leaves of the aloes. Evening session.
Small Note bill in District of Columbia passed by previous
question. Indian Annuity bill. Bill to sell the bonds due from
the Bank of the United States. New York Fire bill. West
Point Academy. Bill debated by fits and starts. Duncan called
to order; directed to take his seat, and the House refuse him
permission to proceed. Petriken the same, for saying twenty
thousand dollars is the price of the Kentucky delegation. At
twenty minutes past midnight I left the House and came home,
sick at heart, exhausted and faint with weariness and excess-
ive heat, knowing that nothing further would be done by the
House to any useful purpose.

8th. Just before eight o'clock this morning my granddaugh-
ter came into my chamber, and told me the flag of the House
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of Representatives was still flying. They sat all night; had a
call of the House, and adjourned about eight this morning.

Lewis Day, a negro, fifty-four years old, a slave of John West
Minor, living in this District, on the Virginia side of the Poto-
mac, came to enquire if 1 could obtain for him relief or mercy.
One of fifteen, four of whom his master has already sold to go
to Georgia, and the rest are to be sold in a few days. I could
afford him no relief, but commended him to mercy and patience.
He was broken-hearted.

oth. Second session of the Twenty-Fifth Congress closed.
The House of Representatives adjourned yesterday morning
to meet this morning at nine. B. Howard enquired of the
Speaker whether I was to continue my speech this morning.
The Speaker said the last day of the session all the ordinary
rules of the House were superseded. Bell made some remarks
upon a vote yesterday at the call of the House to excuse him
for absence on payment of fees. This led to a discussion of
two hours, and sundry propositions to revoke all the censorial
votes upon absentees. Yesterday morning, at the call, I moved
an amendment to Bell's resolution, one to rescind all resolu-
tions of censure, and all orders for payment of fees by members
for absence on the call of the House in the morning.

The members who had passed these resolutions took this as
casting a reflection upon them. Wise moved a reconsideration
of the resolutions of censure which had been moved by him;
whereupon Bell withdrew his resolution, whereby mine, as an
amendment to his, fell of course. Wise called for the previous
question upon the reconsideration of his first resolution of
censure ; which was carried, and on reconsideration the reso-
lution was rescinded. He then moved a reconsideration of his
second resolution, which required that sixteen members, whom
the Sergeant-at-Arms had found at the railway-cars starting
for Baltimore, and who, in defiance of his summons, still went
their way, should be called to answer for their contumacy at
the re-assembling of the House; and he moved the previous
question at the same time. A question of order was made,
whether two questions could be moved by a member at once.
The Speaker, 'Vmin‘xm dictu,” decided that they could; and

RV
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the House, on appeal, sustained the decision. The reconsidera-
tion prevailed, but the House refused to revoke the resolution
against the contumacious members.

I then moved my resolution to rescind all resolutions of
censure and all orders for payment of fees for absence at the
call of the House on the Sabbath, and moved the previous
question—which occasioned a shout of laughter in the House.
It was carried, and my resolution was rejected, by yeas and
nays—forty-seven to ninety. Afterwards I appealed to the
good nature of the House to pass a resolution remitting the
payment of fees which had been ordered. McKennan offered
the resolution, and it was adopted. - The sixteenth and seven-
teenth joint rules of the two Houses were suspended to receive
from the Senate a joint resolution with an appropriation to
print Mr. Madison’s papers, to pass it in committee of the
whole, turn it into a bill, and pass it through all its stages,
and the Senate concurred in the suspension of the rules, in
changing the resolution to a bill; and the President approved
the bill, and it became a law. All this was done in half an
hour, without opposition or debate, and proved how easy it
would have been to pass thirty more bills of great importance
without a Sunday morning session, and without sitting above
an hour longer this day. The usual communications between
the two Houses, and between them and the President, passed,
and both Houses adjourned about noon. 1 rode home, and
stopped on my way at the office to arrange with Mr. Gales
about the printing of the remainder of my fifteen days’ speech.

1oth. About sunrise I rode to the Potomac, to my old
bathing-place beneath the bluff, between the mouth of the
Tiber and the bridge, where I bathed and swam about a quarter
of an hour. It was the first river-bath that I have been able
to take this season, and seemed to give me new life. There
were, as used formerly to be, a number of other bathers there,
and some with horses; all young men except myself. National
Intelligencer publishes my speech of 3oth June and of 26th
June under date of 3d July. Walk to the office; pointed out
the mistake both to Gales and Seaton.

13th. I was employed the whole day in revising the notes
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of the reporters of my speech and supplying passages which,
in the confusion of the House, they had not been able to report.
Neither Gales nor Seaton account for the fact that no report of
my remarks on the 23d of June has been furnished them by
Stansbury, who was the reporter for that day. He went off to
Philadelphia on the day of the adjournment of Congress, and
left an unfinished report of what I had said on Saturday, the
7th instant. He sent from Philadelphia the conclusion of his
notes for that day, and I have them to revise.

Quincy, August 6th—The Secretary of War has dismissed
Dr. Mayo from a clerkship in the Department for having
communicated to me a copy of President Jackson’s letter to
William S. Fulton, Secretary of the Territory of Arkansas, of
10th December, 1830.

September 3d. Visit to Hanover, Plymouth County, and re-
turn to Quincy. At five o’clock this' morning I was at French'’s
Tavern, when the stage from Boston to Plymouth drove up,
and took the mail and delivered one. There was ‘not a single
passenger, and I entered the stage alone. At Hingham one
other person joined me, and at Scituate one more; both of whom
remained strangers to me. The passenger from Hingham, like
myself, was going to Hanover Four Corners to attend the
Convention of the Plymouth County Association for the Im-
provement of Common Schools. The distance from Quincy
by this road is eighteen miles—six to Hingham, six to Scitu-
ate, and six to Hanover. We reached the tavern there about
half-past seven, and I had time to breakfast before any of the
other visitors to attend the Convention arrived. They came
in shortly afterwards. The meeting was held in the Episcopal
Church, and was opened at ten o’clock by a prayer from the
Rev. Thomas Robbins, a Trinitarian Congregational clergyman,
of Mattapoisett, part of Rochester.

Then Mr. Nathaniel M. Davis, of Plymouth, President of
the Plymouth County Association for the Improvement of
Common Schools, standing in the chancel, announced the
objects of the meeting, which were: to choose officers of the
Association for the ensuing year; to hear an address from Mr.
Horace Mann, the Secretary of the Board of Education; and
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to consider certain proposals of the Board with reference to
the establishment of a Normal School, or school for the edu-
cation of teachers of common schools. A committee was
appointed to report a list of officers. They reported the re-
election of those of the last year, with the exception of the
Rev. Charles Brooks, of Hingham, as Secretary, he having
requested to be excused from serving longer in that capacity.
The report of the committee was unanimously accepted, and
then Mr. Mann delivered his address, which occupied nearly
two hours. It gave a rapid sketch of the recent proceedings
of the Legislature relating to education; the formation of the
Board of Education, and the annual returns through them to
the Legislature of all the common schools in the State. He
referred to the ancient institutions for education from the earliest
settlement of the Colony, and pointed out many of the deficien-
cies, both of the teachers and mode of teaching, of the present
time. It was about half-after twelve when Mr. Mann finished.
A motion was immediately made by Mr. Ryder to adjourn for
an hour; which was carried.

The stage from Plymouth to Boston stopped on its way at
Hanover just after one, and I was about to take my passage
in it, when the Rev. George Putnam, minister of Roxbury, and
a member of the Board of Education, offered me a seat in his
chaise, in which he would be alone. As he was to pass directly
by my house, I accepted the offer, and, after dining at the hotel,
attended the afternoon meeting at the church. Extemporaneous
addresses were then made by Mr. Ichabod Morton, of Plymouth,
Mr. Robert Rantoul, Jr., and the Rev. George Putnam, the two
latter being members of the Board of Education; after which
I was requested to address the auditory. I made such excuses
as I could to decline, but, after much importunity, consented.
Utterly destitute of the talent of extemporaneous public speak-
ing on subjects with which I am not familiarly acquainted, and
conscious that my information upon the subject under discus-
sion was exceedingly imperfect, I spoke with shame and morti-
fication for about ten minutes. I apologized for my ignorance,
and talked at random, referring unconnectedly to such obser-

vations of the preceding speakers as occurred to me while
VOL. X.—3
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speaking. In extemporizing heretofore, I had found the prin-
cipal difficulty to consist in having a closing remark always at
hand and adaptable to any part of the address, to take off the
awkwardness of an abrupt termination, or of making periods
in the midst of sentences. While I was sitting in the pew,
thinking how, if I should be obliged to speak, I could conclude,
the idea occurred to me of the Spartan festival mentioned by
Plutarch in his Life of Lycurgus, at which the three choirs, of
old men, middle-aged, and children, boasted of their prowess,
each in a couplet; and, not recollecting how they were translated.
by Langhorne and the other English translator, I put the ideas
into three short English couplets of my own, and wrote them
with a pencil on a letter-cover, and from that moment had no
more concern about my speech. When pressed to speak, so that
I could no longer decline, I took the stand in the chancel, and
rambled about between apology and desultory remark, without
method or point, till I began to be tedious, and then finished
by telling the story of the Spartan festival,and the three choirs,
of old men, middle-aged, and boys. I said the chorister of the
old men was, I supposed, of about my age, as I was, if not
the oldest man present, very nearly so; and that he, speaking
for all the old men of the country, said, as might be rendered
in our language:
e have been in days of old
Wise and generous, brave and bold.

Whereupon the representative of the man in the prime of life,
about the age of the gentleman who was to succeed me (D.

Webster), said :

That which in days of yore ye were,
We at the present moment are,

And then a blooming boy, such as I had no doubt more than
one could be found in the present assembly, rose, and said :

Herealfter, at our country’s call,
We promise to surpass you all.

A shout of laughter and a thundering clap of hands followed,
and I returned to the pew where I had been sitting at the side
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of Mr. Webster, who said, “ Well, you have turned Plutarch
to good account.”

It was something like a coincidence, that while I had been
hitching together these couplets he had asked me if I remem-
bered a certain remark in Langhorne’s preface to his Plutarch—
which I did not, but said I had read and admired Langhorne’s
preface; in which he concurred. He was suffering with a very
severe catarrhal cold. When pressed to speak, he declined
quite as earnestly as I had done; but he, too, was constrained,
and addressed the auditory for about a quarter of an hour.
He was for a reform in the teaching of the common schools,
and said that the fault of the instruction was in teaching words
instead of things. He said, also, that all the elementary in-
struction that he had ever received before he entered college
was at the common schools. He spoke with energy and
power; and, as an occasional inhabitant of Marshfield, in the
county of Plymouth, was in favor of the establishment of the
Normal School, and would cheerfully pay his proportion for
it. This expense is the only difficulty to be gotten‘over, for
it finally appeared that of all the towns to which the specific
proposal had been made to provide for the expense by a pro-
portional contribution of a loan at a nominal interest, only
two had accepted; one had positively rejected it, and from the
rest no answer had been received. The meeting adjourned
between five and six, and I came home with Mr. Putnam, who
stopped and took tea at our house.

4th. Ladies of Quincy; picnic and ball. The dissipation of
yesterday encroached upon the time of this day and threw me
again into arrears. It was not until this time that I could
complete the revisal of the fragment pamphlet, to send back
one revised copy to Mr. Gales, and one to Lewis Tappan, of
New York; which I did. The picnic and ball was given by
the ladies of Quincy on this day, with great formality, and with
the intention of showing respect to me and to my wife. The
hour fixed in the printed invitation was four in the afternoon.
The place was a lot of land given by my father to the town of
Quincy, and called the *“Hancock lot,” because the cellar still
remains upon it of the house in which John Hancock was born.
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Soon after four, Mr. Ibrahim Bartlett and Mr. Lloyd G. Horton
came as a deputation -from the company to enquire at what
time it would suit me to join them. I said, immediately. My
wife, with other ladies of the family, had already gone. Mr.
Bartlett and Mr. Horton returned to the company, and then
came back and escorted me to the entrance of the lot, where I
was received by six young unmarried ladies, between whom I
was conducted to the large lime-tree in the centre of the lot,
there received by two married ladies, who presented me to Mrs.
Baxter, the lady hostess of the party, who conducted me and
my wife to a couple of chairs under an arch of evergreens,
overshadowed by the wide-spreading branches of the lime-tree.
There was an inscription over the arch, which I did not see.
The Rev. Mr. Peter Whitney stood near, and all around was
a circle of women, young and old, to the number of about two
hundred, with very few exceptions all inhabitants of Quincy.
Mr. Whitney, in the name of the ladies, addressed me by name,
" and said they had invited me to that party in token of their
respect for my long and eminent public services.

Much to my relief, he said no more; for more, according to
the custom which has lately crept in among us from England
of beplastering a man with flattery to his face—more would
necessarily have been fulsome and unmeaning adulation in the
shape of praise.

I then addressed the ladies for about five minutes, thanking
them for their kindness, and alluding: to the testimonials of
approbation and confidence which I had received last summer
from the men of this Congressional district after the fiery trial
of the preceding winter. I said that this had made a deep and
abiding impression upon my heart, but that at the two sessions
of the present Congress new trials, of a different character, had
come, in which the rights and the reputation of tﬁibwomen of
my country, and particularly of the district, were involved. I
stated the number of petitions which I had received from the
several towns in the district from women; the violent outrage
by the Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs, Howard,
upon the petitioners, and the insult upon the sex, which I had
felt myself called upon to repel, and the defence of the rights
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and fair fame of women which ensued. It was to this, I pre-
sumed, that I was indebted for the present kind notice of ap-
probation from the ladies of Quincy, and to another of a similar
nature in another town of the district. I then made some re-
marks on the right of women to petition, and on the propriety
of their taking a part in public affairs. This was a point to be
left to their own discretion, and there was not the least danger
of their obtruding their wishes upon any of the ordinary sub-
jects of legislation—banks, currency, exchange, Sub-Treasuries,
internal improvement, tariffs, manufactures, public lands, reve-
nues and expenditures, all which so profoundly agitate the men
of the country; the women, so far from intermeddling with
them, could scarcely be prevailed upon to bestow a thought
upon them; and, knowing that, it was scarcely consistent with
civility so much as to name them in their presence. I now
alluded to them only to discand them. But, for objects of
kindness, of benevolence, of compassion, women, so far from
being debarred by any rule of delicacy from exercising the
right of petition or remonstrance, are, by the law of their
nature, fitted above all others for that exercise. I said I hoped
their right would never again be questioned. I was sure if the
gentleman who, I believed, in an unguarded and inconsiderate
moment had indulged himself by casting the reflection which I
so earnestly reprobated could be present to witness the scene
now before me, he would never again be tempted to express
so ungentle a sentiment. I hoped no member of the House
of Representatives of the United States would ever again be
found to treat with disrespect the sex of his mother, but would
feel for every woman the sentiment which I would now tender
in thanks to every female present, whether mother, daughter,
wife, or sister, as expressed in the beautiful lines of an English
orator and@§oet—

*“Had I a heart for falsehood framed, I ne'er could injure you,
For, though your tongue no promise claimed, your charms would keep me true.
To you no soul can bear deceit, no stranger offer wrong,
But friends in all the aged you'll meet, and lovers in the young.”

Thus I closed, and then the collation followed.



38 MEMOIRS OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. [November,

With many of the women I was acquainted, and they intro-
duced me to others. As the sun went down, there was a dance
upon the green. The morning had been cold. The sun had
warmed the atmosphere, and it was very comfortably warm.
Immediately after sunset, however, it became again chilly, and
the party adjourned to the ball-room at French’s Hotel, now
called the Hancock House. Invitations to the ball were given
us on the ground. T came home, and between seven and eight
accompanied the ladies to the ball, The hall was crowded to
excess, and fifty couples were dancing at one country dance.
The dancing was universally good, and far more animated than
I had seen at private balls for many years. We remained
about half an hour after the evening bell, and then, though
much urged to stay to the supper, came home.

November 8th. 1 read Pearson, S. 48, on the reading micro-
scope; 49, on the plumb-line; 50, on the spirit-level; and 51,
on artificial horizons. These are all inventions for improving
and perfecting the great instrument of astronomical observa-
tion, the telescope. The practical usefulness of this science
seems confined to navigators on the ocean, and they generally
know little more of it than to take the altitude of the sun upon
the meridian, and, with the help of tables in the Nautical Alma-
nac, to work out their longitude. To me, the observation of
the sun, moon, and stars has been for a great portion of my life
a pleasure of gratified curiosity, of ever-returning wonder, and of
reverence for the Creator and mover of these unnumbered worlds.
There is something of awful enjoyment in observing the rising
and setting of the sun. That flashing beam of his first appear-
ance upon the horizon; that sinking of the last ray beneath
it; that perpetual revolution of the Great and Little Bear
round the pole; that rising of the whole constellation of Orion
from the horizontal to the perpendicular position, and his ride
through the heavens, with his belt, his nebulous sword, and his
four corner stars of the first magnitude, are sources of delight
to me which never tire. Even the optical delusion by which
the motion of the earth from west to east appears to the eye
as the movement of the whole firmament from east to west,
swells the conception of magnificence to the incomprehensible
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infinite. There is, indeed, intermingled with all this a painful
desire to know more of this stupendous system; of sorrow
in reflecting how little we ever can know of it; and of almost
desponding hope that we may know ‘more of it hereafter.

1oth. While packing up for my departure, I had a morning
visit from Dr. Channing, Dr. Tuckerman, Mr. Phillips, son of
the late Lieutenant-Governor Phillips, and Dr. Channing’s son.
They were here nearly two hours, and I had a long conversa-
tion with them upon slavery and anti-slavery, abolition societies,
and slave-holding policy.

Dr. Channing asked my opinions upon two points: one, the
present test question of the abolitionists—the immediate aboli-
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia and the Territory of
Florida; and the other, whether, in the event of the adoption
of those measures, the Southern States would secede from the
Union.

I said, first, that to make a test question upon the émmediate
abolition was absurd, and had something captious in it, because
it was notoriously impracticable. There is in the present House
of Representatives (a majority) of nearly two to one opposed
to the consideration or discussion of the subject; and if the
proposition should be made, they would refuse to consider it.

Mr. Phillips said he wished I would take some method of
publishing this opinion.

I told him of the letter I wrote to Mr. C. P. Kirkland, and
said I should probably take some occasion to express similar
opinions at the approaching session of Congress; but that my
opinions will have no influence upon the abolitionists, who
have already given me repeated warnings that they will desert
and oppose me if I do not come over to zkem in the creed of
immediate abolition. 1 said it was necessary to consider the
spirit of abolitionism as a fact as well as a theory—as a phe-
nomenon to be studied, and over which no individual can have
much control. As to the second question, I did not believe
that the South would dissolve the Union if slavery should be
abolished in the District of Columbia and in Florida. South
Carolina might perhaps secede, but she could not carry the
South with her.
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Dr. Channing appeared to entertain great apprehensions for
the Union, and deep concern at the violence of the abolition
spirit.

We had also some conversation upon the Currency, Bank,
and Sub-Treasury questions. Mr. Phillips expressed himself
strongly averse to a national bank.

I said I thought a national bank indispensable for the safe
collection and disbursement of the revenue; and if I had the
power—that is, if I could prevail upon Congress and the people
to be of the same opinion—I would establish one to-morrow.
But now there is a prejudice against it in the opinions of a
large portion of the people throughout the Union. It is a bone
of party contention, and therefore not now expedient. Nor
should I have the same confidence in a national bank to fur-
nish a sound currency, to regulate exchanges, and to check the
over-issues of all the State banks, as did the two former banks
of the United States, each for twenty years. The main diffi-
culty would now be, to make up a capital for a national bank—
four-fifths of the capital of the last bank having consisted of
public securities, bearing an interest of six per cent., to which
the faith of the nation was pledged, and which now no longer
exist. I promised to call and see Dr. Channing in Boston
before my departure for Washington.

BostoN, 12th.—Between breakfast and dinner I visited Dr.
Channing. I had a conversation again of two hours or more
with him upon the subject of the abolition of slavery. The
Doctor was heretofore an idol of the party now calling them-
selves Whigs, but has become very obnoxious to them. They
had almost worshipped him as a saint; they now call him a
Jacobin. He is deeply sensitive to this change in his worldly
fame, and exceedingly fearful that the abolition cause will go
to ruin, or that the abolitionists will stir up an insurrection of
slaves and lead to a dissolution of the Union. In his youth he
resided some time in Virginia, and is well acquainted with the
character of the planters in that State, which, he thinks, has
undergone a great and remarkable change since he lived there;
that is, within the last forty years. He was then struck with the
great and unbounded security in which they lived in the midst
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of their slaves, and surrounded by them, and nightly at their
mercy for their lives. They were also then a people careless
of property, improvident, and thriftless, and generally wasting
their estatés in expenses beyond their means. He thought
them now at least as economical, thrifty, and parsimonious as
the people of the North. He spoke of the family in which he
lived, the heads of which had been, at one period while he was
there, absent some time from home, leaving him in charge of
the domestic establishment. And there was then one slave
who slept not in the house himself, but came regularly every
evening and locked him in for the night and carried away the
key. Much of this security was owing to the fact that among
the household slaves there was almost always one or more
profoundly attached to their masters, and if ever any project
of insubordination or disorder was formed among the field-
slaves the house-servants always disclosed it to their masters.
The Doctor said there were now at the South many women
inclined to favor the abolition of slavery; that in the course of
the last summer he had travelled in company with a lady of
Baltimore, who told him that she was herself an abolitionist,
and that multitudes of Southern women were so at their hearts.
But he recurred continually to the fact that the Southern slave-
holders would dissolve the Union; said he had heard it had
been remarked by Mr. Cushing that there was a growing
coldness on the part of the Southern members towards those
of the North; and asked me how the Southern members
treated me.

I said they all treated me as gentlemen, and most of them
with kindness and courtesy; that Mr. Cushing had been de-
sirous of a very intimate personal intercourse with the Southern
members, and perhaps had seen some change in their deport-
ment towards him. I had thought it apparent that they gener-
ally held in contempt the Northern members who truckled to
them, such as John Randolph had nicknamed “dough-faces.”
But there was so marked a difference between the manners of
the South and of the North that their members could never
be very intimate personally together. The Doctor appeared
to entertain a great distrust of the political action of the

I
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abolitionists, and feared they would ruin their own cause and
its friends. He asked me to write to him; which I promised
to do.

16th. I went to Mr. Page's painting-room, and sat about half
an hour. At eleven o'clock there came in quick succession
about twenty gentlemen, the subscribers for whom this portrait
had been painted, among whom were Richard Fletcher, Abbott
Lawrence, Josiah Quincy, Jr., Jonathan Phillips, Isaac P. Davis,
Joseph T. Buckingham, George Parkman, Ellis Gray Loring,
Francis Jackson, Henry G. Chapman, S. P. Shaw, a son of
Robert G. Shaw, and some others, with whom I was not per-
sonally acquainted. After viewing the portrait, Mr. Loring
addressed them, and said that it would now be necessary to
determine what disposal to make of it. :

Mr. Phillips was then chosen Chairman of the meeting, and,
with five others, was appointed a committee to withdraw and
report a resolution to the meeting for adoption. They went
accordingly, and soon returned with a resolution that the por-
trait should be presented to the city of Boston, to be suspended
in Faneuil Hall.

This resolution was unanimously adopted, and the same
committee were charged with the office of presenting the pic-
ture to the city authorities. They then passed a vote of thanks
to Mr. Page for the handsome execution of the work, and a
motion was made for a vote of thanks to me for the favor of
sitting to the painter; upon which I interposed, and said that I
felt this would be an inversion of the part suitable to be per-
formed between them and me; that the thanks were due from
me to them, and that I offered them with the deepest sensibility
to their kindness; that when requested by two of them to sit
to the artist, I had cheerfully complied, without knowing or
enquiring what was the purpose of the proposal, nor had a con-
" jecture entered my mind upon this subject till I was now made
acquainted with it; that I entreated them to believe that I felt
it as an honor doubly precious—in the act itself and in the
delicacy of the manner in which it had been performed; and
if the return of my thanks to them was not expressed in ele-
gance of language suitable to the occasion, I hoped they
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would attribute the deficiency of words to the pressure of an
overburdened heart.

Mr. Phillips, the Chairman, made a brief complimentary
reply, and the meeting dispersed.

I went and spent the evening with Mr. Abbott Lawrence.
He is, perhaps, the most leading man of Whig politics in
Boston, though not at present in any public office. I had
much conversation with him upon the present condition and
prospects both of the National and State politics. Lawrence
is a frank, open-hearted man, who, with a good school, but not
classical, education, has made a large fortune, and lives in much
affluence and hospitality. He has been for many years de-
voted to Mr. Webster, and the main pillar of his support, both
pecuniary and political. He now thinks Webster has coalesced
with Harrison against Clay upon the Presidential competition,
and is himself for Clay. But such is the ascendency of Web-
ster over his party that he treats his friends as Goldsmith says
Garrick did his—

¢ He cast off his friends as a huntsman his pack,
For he knew when he pleased he could whistle them back.”

24th. T had met Edmund Quincy in the street, and he had
promised to come and have some conversation with me this
evening. He came, and I conversed with him freely on the
political movements of the anti-slavery and abolitionist party.
They interrogate all the candidates for the General and State
Legislatures what their opinions are upon sundry questions
relating to the abolition of slavery; and if the answers are not
exactly conformable to their opinions, they vote against the
candidate, or scatter their votes to defeat his election. Very
few of the candidates answer the questions to their satisfaction,
and they show their power by marring the elections. The re-
sult of their interposition has been hitherto mischievous, and, I
believe, injurious to their own cause. I urged this as strongly
as I was able, but apparently without making any impression
upon his mind. The moral principle of their interference to
defeat elections when they cannot carry them appears to me to
be vicious; and I think the first result of their movements will
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be to bring the¢ two parties together against them. As yet,
their political action has only tended to break down the bar-
riers between the parties, the natural consequence of which is
_ to strengthen the Administration which they abhor.

.~ WasHINGTON, 2g9th.—Thanksgiving-day in my native Com-
- monwealth of Massachusetts, and humble and hearty thanks I
give to the Disposer of all events for all blessings that I have
ever enjoyed, and particularly for those of the yet revolving
year. I paid a morning visit to President Martin Van Buren,
whom I found alone in his cabinet, the east chamber of the
Presidential house. Half an hour’s conversation with him—
chiefly on the disposal of the Smithsonian bequest. I referred
to my conversation with him before my departure hence last
summer, to the letter I received afterwards from the Secretary
of State, Forsyth, and to my two letters to him in answer to it.
He had not seen my letters, but had on his table copies of
them, and of a report from Mr. Rush, and of a letter from Pres-
ident Wayland, of Brown University, at Providence; all which,
he said, had been sent to him this morning from the Depart-
ment of State, and none of which he had yet read. With
regard to the disposal of the fund, he should leave it entirely
to Congress to make provision for it.

I recurred to some of the remarks in my letters to Mr. For-
syth recommending the establishment of an astronomical ob-
servatory. He said he had found this idea of an observatory
favorably received by all to whom he had mentioned it. He
spoke in high commendation of Mr. Rush for his ability in
obtaining the money from the Court of Chancery, and said that
he had recommended his appointment.

We had some conversation also upon the disturbances on
" the Canadian frontier, which he seemed to think more trouble-
some than I had expected. He said Mr. Fox had been greatly
and, he thought, unnecessarily alarmed, and had been made to
believe that there was a projected invasion of Canada from our
side of the river of two hundred thousand men. He said,
further, that the greatest excitement on our side now was on
the Michigan border, and the greatest danger at Cleveland.

Evening visit from Mr. Woodbury, the Secretary of the



1838.] THE TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 45

Treasury. He invited me to dine with him ‘next Saturday,
with the President and some of the foreign Ministers. I ac-
cepted the invitation. But the dining of the President with
the heads of Departments and foreign Ministers is a novelty
introduced by Mr. Van Buren, and of which I believe there
is no example by any. of his predecessors.

Mr. Woodbury spoke about the disposal of the funds of the
Smithsonian bequest, and gratified me much by the statement
that the whole fund is now invested at an interest of six per
cent. a year; that the principal sum received is about five
hundred and eight thousand dollars, and that it will yield up-
wards of thirty thousand dollars a year. He said, further, that
a question had occurred whether the expenses occasioned by
the recovery of the money were to be deducted from the fund
itself or to be paid by the public; and the Attorney-General
had just given an opinion that no deduction from the fund
should be made. :

I told Mr. Woodbury that I was delighted to hear this; and
I urged most earnestly upon him, as I had done this morning
upon the President, the duty of this Government, to the honor
of the nation and to the testator, to keep this fund entire and
unimpaired, and to devote its annual proceeds to the generous
and glorious object to which it was devoted by him—to no
purpose of common education, to no school, college, univer-
sity, or seminary of learning, but to the increase and diffusion
of knowledge among men.

Mr. Woodbury appeared to corcur in these views,and I have
a faint hope that the fund may be so managed as to produce
some useful result.

3oth. Went to the hall of the House of Representatives.
At the Clerk's office I enquired for the journals and documents
of the last session; but they were not ready to be delivered.
Burch, the most efficient clerk in the office, was in perplexity
what to do between George W. Jones and James D. Doty, both
claiming the seat in the House as delegate from the Territory
of Wisconsin. The questions presented by this case resemble,
but are not identical with, those of the recent contested elec-
tions in Mississippi. The delegates from Territories are admitted
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“to seats in the House, with the right of debating, but not of
voting, by a provision in the ordinance for the government of
the Northwestern Territory, adopted by Acts of Congress under
the general authority to make needful rules and regulations for
the Territories to the organization of Congress in two Houses,
There are two laws: one, of 1817, which provides that the dele-
gates shall be elected for the same term of two years for which
members of the House of Representatives are elected; and
the other, of 1836, constituting the Territory of Wisconsin, and
authorizing the election of a delegate once in every alternate
year. Under this last law Jones was elected; and, it being the
second year of the Twenty-Fourth Congress, he sat not only
in the second session of that Congress, but in the first and
second sessions of the present Twenty-Fifth Congress. At the
expiration, however, of the two years, another election was
held, and Mr. Doty was chosen; and now Jones claims the
seat for the remaining session of this Congress under the first
election, and Doty claims it under the last election. Burch
directed the list of the members to be made out with the name
of the delegate from Wisconsin left in blank, but not with the
seat announced vacant.

Day. The first ten days of this month were passed at Quincy
much like those of the preceding month, excepting that my
family had departed. I then spent upwards of a fortnight with
my son and his family at Boston; not in idleness, but with too
much waste of time. Then, in three days, I came to Washington,
and rejoined my family on the same day of the month preceding
that on which they had left me. I close the present month
with a renewed residence in an old house. My former residence
here was in the last rising portion of my life; it is now that
in which I may close my career. That it may be one in which
the remnant of my days may be devoted to the glory of God,
to peace on earth, and to the best welfare of my country, I
humbly and devoutly pray.

December 1st. Morning visit from Colonel Thomas, and then
from Mr. Charles Buller, the private Secretary of Lord Durham,
the late Governor-General of the northern British Provinces on
this continent. He brought me two letters—from Miss Harriet
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Martineau, England, and from Mr. Charles A. Davis, at New
York. Lord Durham, whose magnificent mission to Canada
has proved a failure, embarked at Quebec, about the first day
of November, on his return to England. Mr. Buller remained
behind, but has now come on to embark next Wednesday in
the steamer Liverpool, from New York. He said he had availed
himself of the interval to pay a flying visit to this city, and
Mr. Cambreleng had promised to take him this evening to see
the President. I had more than an hour’s conversation with
Mr. Buller upon the affairs of Canada and our own. He was
more inquisitive than communicative, but said that affairs in
Canada were so very bad that Lord Durham had thought it
his duty to make the best of his way home without indulging
himself in a visit of curiosity to the United States. He said
that the worst feature in the condition of Canada was the in-
veterate and rancorous mutual hostility between the English
and French population.

He was followed by Baron Maréchal, lately arrived here as
Minister Plenipotentiary from the Emperor of Austria, who,
on coming up, claimed an acquaintance of more than twenty-
five years’ standing. His name had not been announced, and
when he came up I did not recognize him; but immediately
on his naming the acquaintance of twenty-five years, I knew
him for the Baron Maréchal, Secretary of Legation to Count
St.-Julien, at St. Petershurg, in 1811 and 1812. But I remem-
bered not a feature of his face. He was then a young man,
certainly not exceeding twenty-five ; he is now an elderly per-
sonage, turned of fifty, but very lively and conversable. He
told me Count St.-Julien had been many years dead; and, in-
deed, in running over the roll of distinguished persons, Russians
and foreigners, whom we had both known there, it was a mere
necrology, as if we were wandering among the sepulchres of
a church-yard. Even the story of the survivors was not joyous.
Nesselrode and the Baron de Blome yet flourish in a green
old age; but his account of Einsiedel was melancholy. He
himself came on a mission to Brazil in 1819, and lived there
eleven years. He returned home in 1830, and has been residing
the last eight years in Europe.
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My last morning visitor was M. Harmon Kingsbury, from
Ohio, the person who was last winter so anxiously earnest for
the suppression of the Sunday mails. He is not less zealous
in the pursuit of the same object now, and intimated rather
obscurely a wish that I would introduce the bill. But I do not
feel inclined to enter upon that controversy. I told him that
the shortest way would be to call up the petition of the last
year and have it referred to a committee; and if he was pre-
pared with another petition, it might be presented, and referred
to the same committee. -

2d. In the afternoon I went to St. John’s Church, and
heard the evening service for Advent Sunday performed by a
stranger, who, Mr. Hawley told me, was a Mr. Bradley, from
Connecticut. But my thoughts were so much absorbed by
painful worldly cares that I retained little, very little, of Mr.
Fowler’s sermon, and not even the text of Mr, Bradley. Nor
was I more successful in taking up the first volume of the
Rev. G. R. Gleig’s History of the Bible, of which I read a very
few pages and was obliged to lay it down. Too often on the
Sabbath does my spirit struggle with the world in vain. I was
preparing for the commencement of the session of Congress,
and never had it been more necessary for me, in entering upon
the duties of the time and place, to implore of the Father of
Spirits the “Urim” and the “ Thummim,” the Ligkt and the
Right, as guides for my conduct in the new trial through which
I am to pass. 1 was drawing up resofutions for presenting to
Congress the writings of La Fayette, from his son and family;
for referring to a select commiftee the anti-Texas petitions,
memorials, remonstrances, and resolutions ; for an enquiry into
the conduct of Andrew Stevenson in his controversy with
Daniel O’'Connell, as well as the participation of Captain Perry
in that affair; and for re-introducing the Senate's bill against
duelling—all which, after long and anxious deliberation, I
believe to be my duty, but in no one of which can I expect
success, except in the mere presentation of the books.:

In the present composition of Congress I can bring forward
no public measure of probable utility with the remotest hope
of success; and the only practical consideration for me must
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be, what measures it may yet be my duty to propose, with the
certainty that they will fail, and how it may be practicable to
treat them when introduced. Measures may fail in Congress
and yet make a salutary impression upon the public mind.
They may fail in both, at least for a time, and yet be just and
important in themselves. The question, whether and when
to bring them forward, is of great difficulty, and requires the
coolest self-scrutinizing exercise of the judgment. This is
now the condition of my mind, and in reflecting upon it, the
thought occurred to me while at church this morning that I
needed a /lamp and a key. The idea fermented through the
day, but bore no fruit.

3d. Third session. Rode to the Capitol between eleven and
twelve A.M., and found two hundred and ten members assem-
bled in the hall of the House of Representatives. Mutual
greetings—cordial on the lips. I gave the Speaker a letter to
the President of the Senate, and to him, to be read on present-
ing the copy of the memoirs and writings of La Fayette, from
his son and family, which he said he would read after the
organization of the House. Precisely at noon the Speaker
called the House to order. The roll was called over by States,
beginning with Maine, and two hundred and ten members
answered to their names. Six new members were qualified.
For the Territory of Wisconsin two persons appeared, each
claiming to be the delegate—Mr. Jones by the former, and |
Mr. Doty by the recent, election. The consideration of this
question was postponed to next Thursday. The death of the
late Clerk of the House, Walter S. Franklin, was announced
by a letter from the Chief Assistant Clerk, Burch. It was
determined to proceed forthwith to the election of a Clerk,
and, upon the motion of Dromgoole, it was determined, by
yeas and nays—one hundred and nincteen to ninety-one—that
the election should be by ballot. The Speaker, referring to a
rule of the House, said there must be a previous nomination.
Nine persons were nominated : of whom Dromgoole nominated
Hugh A. Garland, of Virginia; Corwin, Matthew St. Clair
Clarke, the former Clerk; Bronson, Edward Livingston; and
Clark, of New York, Reuben M. Whitney, who had two votes.

VOL, X.—4
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At the first ballot Matthew St. Clair Clarke had fifty-five votes;
at the second, eighty-eight; and at the third, one hundred and
four votes. Garland had forty-eight; at the second, fifty-nine;
and at the third, one hundred and six—the exact number
necessary for a choice—and was chosen. Theodorick Lee and
Russell Jarvis had sent round printed circulars announcing
themselves as candidates, and were not even nominated. Ar-
nold Naudain was in attendance, but got only about twenty
votes; Edward Livingston scarcely any more. After the
second ballot, all the nominations were withdrawn except
those of Garland, Clarke, and Whitney, who had no vote after
the first vote. The viva voce and the choice of Garland were
both Virginian triumphs.

4th. Walk to and from the Capitol. Hugh A. Garland was
sworn by the Speaker as Clerk of the House. Concurrent vote
for a joint committee, with message to P. U. S. The Speaker
read my letter presenting the memoirs and writings of La Fay-
ette, from his son and family. I offered a joint resolution of
thanks, and that the books should be deposited in the library ;
which was unanimously adopted by the House. I then offered
a resolution that all the petitions, memorials, and remon-
strances against the annexation of Texas, presented at the first
and second sessions of the present Congress, and the resolu-
tions of seven State Legislatures upon the same subject, be
taken from the Clerk’s files and referred to a select committee
of members, to consider and report thereon.

A motion was immediately made to lay my motion on the
table.

Mercer enquired of Howard whether the proposal of an-
nexation made by the Government of Texas had not been
withdrawn.

Howard knew not, otherwise than by the notice in the
Globe, that it had.

My motion was laid on the table, by yeas and nays—one
hundred and thirty-six to sixty-one. I gave notice that I pro-
posed to ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bill to prohibit the
giving or accepting within the District of Columbia of a chal-
lenge to fight a duel, and for the punishment thereof—the bill
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from the Senate of the last session; and, immediately after,
I offered a resolution for a committee of enquiry upon five
points relating to the controversy between Daniel O'Connell
and Andrew Stevenson.

Howard moved that the resolutions be printed, and that the
consideration of them be .postponed till next Monday. Hop-
kins, of Virginia, moved to lay the whole subject on the table.
Thomas, of Maryland, entreated him to withdraw this motion,
but he refused; and the resolution was laid on the table, by
yeas and nays—one hundred and forty to fifty-seven.

Cambreleng, from the joint committee to notify the President
of the meeting of the Houses, reported that the President
would make a communication immediately; and it was imme-
diately announced at the bar, and delivered by Martin Van
Buren, Jr. It was read by the Clerk, and occupied about an
hour and a half in the reading. Haynes, of Georgia, moved
that fifteen thousand copies of the message with the docu-
ments, and five thousand without the documents, be printed;
and that it be referred to the committee of the whole on the
state of the Union. After some adverse remarks by Bell and
Wise, the motion was adopted.

The annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the
finances was received, and, on the motion of Cambreleng, laid
on the table, and ten thousand copies ordered to be printed.
The House adjourned near four o'clock.

sth. I obtained from Mr. Early, the keeper of the House's
library, a copy of the pamphlet laws of the first session of the
Twenty-Fourth Congress, and in the Clerk's office a copy of
the pamphlet edition of the laws of the first and second sessions
of the present Congress. In the library of Congress I procured
the volume of the statutes of Virginia containing the law for
suppressing the practice of duelling, and, with the aid of Charles
Naylor, the volume of Niles's Register containing the order
from President Jackson, of March 20, 1830, to strike from the
roll of the navy Lieutenants Edward Byrne and Hampton
Westcott, Passed Midshipman Charles H. Duryea, and Mid-
shipman Charles G. Huater, for having been concerned in a
duel which took place between Hunter and William Miller, Jr.,
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of Philadelphia, which resulted fatally to the latter. These
books will be necessary for me, if I can obtain the consideration
of the House to the resolutions that I have offered relating to
the controversy between Andrew Stevenson and Daniel O’Con-
nell. There is no subject before the House which I believe to
be more important, and there is none more difficult to manage,
and requiring, above all things, the perfect mastery of my own
temper—for which I pray for aid from above. My ultimate
object is to rally the public mind as much as possible against
the barbarous and abominable practice of duelling. I well
know that the House will pass no vote of censure upon Ste-
venson, or upon President Van Buren for suffering to pass with-
out rebuke or censure the conduct both of Stevenson and of
Captain Perry in these transactions, boasted of in three pub-
lished letters of James Hamilton, of South Carolina. But, if
my power were equal to my will, I could turn these incidents
to account at least so far as to compel the Congress, under
the influence of public opinion, to enact some law to suppress,
or at least to check, the detestable custom of private war. In-
flexible firmness, untiring perseverance, imperturbable calm-
ness, composure, courtesy, and prudence are all indispensable
for the management of this subject, and a failure in the exer-
cise of either of these would not only expose me to obloquy
and odium, but bring dishonor upon the cause which I am
most anxious to promote.

In the library I met Mr. Papineau, the Canadian, who asked
my permission for him to call upon me to-morrow morning
—which I readily granted, as also that he should bring with
him Mr. Wolfran Nelson, one of the insurgents transported
to Bermuda by Lord Durham, and who has found his way
back to this country.

6th. Mr. Papineau and Mr. Nelson called upon me this
morning, and held a conversation of an hour and a half with
me on the affairs of Canada. Mr. Papineau had the discourse
almost entirely to himself, for I deemed it proper to hold my-
self entirely reserved upon all that he said. His object was
to urge the propriety of some expression of sympatiy for the
people of Canada upon Congress. The tenor of his argument
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was the earnest desire of the people of Canada to become a
part of the North American Union, and the unequivocal in-
terest of the United States in the same event. He said that
in the year 1822 he had been sent to England as an agent in
behalf of the suffering Canadians, and had several conferences
with Lord Bathurst, then the Colonial Secretary of State, con-
cerning the grievances complained of by the Canadians; that
Lord Bathurst's professions were highly friendly and concilia-
tory; that he admitted the insuperable difficulties of a Govern-
ment at the distance of three thousand miles from the people
governed; that the time must come when the Canadas must
have an independent Government of their own; that they
wished to retain their authority there only during their feeble
condition, with a thin and scanty population, incapable of
coping with the great and growing power of the United States;
it was the interest and policy of England to cherish and lay
the foundation in this country of a counterpoising power to
the United States, and when they shall have acquired a suffi-
cient consistency to stand by themselves, they might separate
amicably from Great Britain, substituting an alliance offensive
and defensive in the place of a superintending Government.
Mr. Papineau stated that he had candidly expressed to Lord
Bathurst opinions widely different from these. He had avowed
the conviction that a transatlantic Government could not serve
the purpose, for a long time, of a free people; that the separation
must, therefore, at no distant day take place; and he believed
that the highest interest both of the United States and of Can-
ada dictated to them the most intimate of national unions; that
by an alliance offensive and defensive with Great Britain, Can-
ada, the weaker power, would necessarily be always involved
in all the quarrels of the stronger; that Canada could have no
possible motive for engaging in European wars, and no possi-
ble interest adverse to that of the United States; that her nat-
ural policy would be precisely the same with that of the Union
—peace with all the world, and harmony with her immediate
neighbors. Lord Bathurst’s reply was, that these were the
opinions of a young man, which he would find occasion by ex-
perience to revise; and still insisted upon the policy of England

’
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to treat the people of Canada with all possible kindness, and
to cherish them as a counteracting check upon the growing
and formidable power of the United States. Mr. Papineau said
that he had soon after returned to Canada; that the policy of
the British Government, as laid down to him by Lord Bath-
urst, had been so ill managed, or so radically wrong, that it
had alienated the whole people of Canada; that the detestation
of the British Government in Lower Canada was unanimous,
and was shared by the majority of the people in Upper Canada;
that year after year the Executive Council had been struggling
against successive Houses of Assembly, passing bills with
majorities of from eighty to eight or ten; that the outbreaks
of the last winter and recently were rash and premature, not
approved by him, but lamented as injurious to the cause which
they were intended to promote. But that the British Govern-
ment in the Canadas was now a barbarous, cruel, and vindictive
despotism; it was utterly detested by the people of Canada,
whose principles and affections and feelings were all turned
towards the United States; that in this their distressed con-
dition he had hoped that some mark of sympathy with the
feelings of the people of Canada might be obtained from
Congress, and he had addressed himself to me, as possessing
influence in that body, for advice and counsel in their behalf.

I asked him if he had seen the President.

He said he had not; that he had a letter of introduction to
him, but, supposing that at the commencement of the session
he would be incessantly engaged, not only in business but
with visitors, he had not yet called upon him.

I asked him if he had read the part of the message relating
to the troubles in Canada. He said he had.

I said that the course of policy to be pursued by the Gov-
ernment of the United States with reference to that interest was
there fully set forth; and it would be sustained by all the sup-
porters of the Administration. I believed that the opposition
generally considered the Canadian subject in the same point
of view, and that the public opinion ran so much in the same
direction, that whoever should undertake to go counter to it
would only expose himself to severe animadversions, without
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benefiting the Canadians at all; that our standing policy had
been in all similar cases peace and neutrality; that for myself,
I felt the warmest sympathy for the sufferings of the Canadian
people, but that the statements now made by him had opened
to me a view of the subject entirely new; that I had never been
made acquainted with the specific grievances of the Canadians;
and that from the appearances hitherto, both last winter and
recently, the transactions there had more the appearance of
invasions from the United States than of insurrections among
the people of Canada.

He said those appearances were all delusive ; that the people
of Canada were nearly unanimous against the British Govern-
ment, and, if they were armed, would join any invading party
to overthrow that Government; that the British troops had
burnt and destroyed many towns and villages—of which he
named several—and had treated the people with the greatest
possible outrage and brutality; and that nothing but the
bayonet now kept, or hereafter could keep, them in subjection.
Dr. Nelson was one of eight persons who were sent by Lord
Durham to the island of Bermuda, which act the British Gov-
ernment had disavowed and censured. He said that when
they arrived the Governor had informed them that he had no
authority to detain them, and that they might go where they
pleased. They asked him then for a vessel to return home,
which he answered he had no authority to grant. So they hired
a small vessel, of not more than thirty-two tons, and came to
Norfolk. They had not reached that port twenty-four hours
before the British frigate Pique came there in pursuit of them,

This, and much more, was said by these gentlemen, which I
have no time to record.

Mr. Nelson asked me whether, as members of the late Cana-
dian Legislature, they could be admitted behind the bar of the
House—a question which I could not answer. After they had
left me, I overtook them again in the Pennsylvania Avenue,
and walked with them to the Capitol.

H.R.U.S. The contested Wisconsin election was again
postponed till next Monday, and the order passed for the ap-
pointment of the standing committees. Dromgoole moved a
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new rule of the House, that all elections by the House here-
after shall be by ballot; which motion lies over one day,
according to notice.

I asked leave to introduce a bill prohibiting the giving or
accepting of a challenge in the District of Columbia, and pro-
viding for the punishment thereof. It was read a first and
second time by its title, and referred to a select committee of
nine members. I then offered, as connected with the bill, three.
resolutions: (1.) Calling for any report or communication
received from Andrew Stevenson concerning his controversy
with Daniel O’Connell. 2. Whether the President has called
him to account for his conduct in those transactions, or dis-
‘avowed it to the British Government. 3. Whether he has
called to account Captain Matthew C. Perry for his share in
the conspiracy against the life of Daniel O’Connell.

These resolutions, by a rule of the House, lie over one day.
At my motion, they were ordered to be printed; and the House
before one adjourned over till Monday.

Mr. W. W. White, the editor of the Southern Review and
Magazine, at Richmond, introduced himself and his daughter
to me.

Edward Curtis brought me some lines from Shakspeare, and
said a lady was very desirous to know in what play they were.
I did not immediately recollect, but told him I could inform
him to-morrow morning. I found them in the Winter's Tale,
Act 4, Scene 3—spoken by Florizel, under the name of Doricles,
to Perdita.

After dinner, a Quaker, by the name of Sutton, from Con-
necticut, on the border of New York, brought me a letter from
Samuel Webb, and , of Philadelphia, with
an elegantly bound volume, the History of the Pennsylvania

. Hall, presented to me by the managers and stockholders of
the association.

8th. Morning visit to Mr. Martinez, Minister Plenipotentiary
from Mexico, who has returned here; and the negotiations
have been resumed since the close of the last session. He told
me that the people of Mexico felt themselves under great obli-
gations to me, I said it was very pleasing to me that what I
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have done should be considered by the people of Mexico as
beneficial to them ; that I had acted under a commanding sense
of duty to my own country, and I had earnestly labored for the
preservation of peace and the restoration of harmony between
the two countries, which I believed to be for the highest interest
of both.

He told me that he had been here twenty years ago, attached
to the Spanish mission of Don Luis de Onis; but this I had
entirely forgotten. I then called at the Department of War,
and saw Mr. Poinsett. I left with him a letter from John Maul,
an unfortunate man, who, twenty-five years ago, was a captain
of infantry in the army, and is now at Houlton, in the State of
Maine, enlisted as a common soldier. He has been performing
hard service in that capacity one or two years, in removing the
Indians to their Western abode, and now on the border of the
Northeastern boundary. I earnestly recommended this poor
man for some promotion, but was unable to answer the ques-
tion put by Mr. Poinsett—what were his habits ?

He said he would have the enquiry made, and, if not intem-
perate, he should be promoted. Mr. Poinsett spoke to me of
the exploring expedition, which, he rejoiced to say, was departed
upon its enterprise, and he hoped we should ere long have a
good account of it. He spoke also of the Smithsonian bequest,
and declared himself warmly in favor of appropriations for an
observatory upon the largest and most liberal foundation from
it. But he gave several intimations from which I could draw
no good augury. 1. He said the President had not made
up his mind in favor of an observatory; whence I infer that
he will ostensibly neither favor nor oppose it, but that he will
underhandedly defeat it, taking care to incur no personal respon-
sibility for its failure. 2. He insisted that a salary of eighteen
hundred dollars a year would not be near enough for the
astronomer; whence I infer that jobbing for favorites is to be
the destiny of the Smithsonian fund. And, 3. He said that
among the scientific men whom the President had consulted
for the disposal of the fund was the English atheist South
Carolina professor, Thomas Cooper, a man whose very breath
is pestilential to every good purpose.

\
-~
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1oth. H. R. U. S. The appointment of the standing com-
mittees was announced ; nearly the same as at the last session.
The Committee of Manufactures, J. Q. Adams, Slade, Biddle,
Tillinghast, Vail, Naylor, Hunter, of Virginia, Elmore, instead
of Foster, of New York, and Kennedy, instead of Webster, of
Ohio. The committee on the bill to prohibit the giving or ac-
cepting within the District of Columbia of a challenge to fight
a duel, and for the punishment thereof, are Adams, Toucey,
Elmore, Rariden, Grennell, Grantland, Clark, Henry, and Coffin.
The five succeeding my name were members of the Cilley Duel
committee of the last session, which consisted of seven. The
other two members were Potter, of Pennsylvania, now absent,
and Bruyn, of New York, dead. Clark, of New York, takes the
place of Bruyn, and Henry, of Pennsylvania, that of Potter.
Coffin, of Ohio, and myself are the two new members of the
committee. :

I had met Mr. Polk, the Speaker, last Saturday in the entry
of the War Department, and he had asked if I should have any
objection to his naming on my committee the members of the
committee of the last session; and I said, none at all. He
said he would give me a committee favorable to the object of
the bill.

I asked him then the question which Nelson, the Canadian
exile, had put to me—whether, as members of a foreign Legis-
lature, they could be admitted on the floor of the House behind
the bar.

The Speaker said they could if they were now members of
the Legislature; but, as the Legislature itself has been sup-
pressed, they come not within the rule. _

In the House, two messages were received from the President,
with a large mass of documents, relating to the Smithsonian
bequest; which were, at my motion, all ordered to be printed,
and referred to a select committee of nine members.

There was also a message, with a report from the Secretary
of the Treasury, relating to the defalcation of Samuel Swart-
wout, late Collector of the Customs at New York. As the
report of the Secretary proposes some modification of the
revenue laws, Mr. Cambreleng, Chairman of the Committee of
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Ways and Means, proposed that so much of it as related to
that subject should be referred to that committee, and that the
part relating to the defalcation of the late Collector at New
York should be referred to a select committee ; requesting,
however, that he might not be appointed upon it.

The question of the contested seat as delegate for the Terri-
tory of Wisconsin was, at the motion of C. F. Mercer, referred
to the Committee of Elections.

Dromgoole’s resolution for an additional standing rule of
the House—that in all cases of election by the House the vote
shall be taken viva voce—was then debated. Briggs and Til-
linghast offered amendments, and, after an hour or more of dis-
cussion, the previous question was carried.

I then recurred to the express provision in the Constitution
of the United States, that when the choice of a President of
the United States devolves upon the House of Representatives,
the House shall choose by éallot. The Speaker told me that I
was out of order; but I read the passage in the Constitution,
and appealed to it in vain. )

The resolution was adopted, by yeas and nays—one hundred
and twenty-six to eighty-five; but so glaring was the violation
of the Constitution that, after the rule was adopted, at the
motion of Sherrod Williams an amendment was adopted con-
fining the new rule to the elections of officers of the House.

This incident affords an illustration of the utter recklessness
with which deliberative assemblies in voting trample upon
written Constitutions which every member of them is sworn
to support.

11th. Walking to the House this morning, I overtook Mr.
Preston, of South Carolina, and enquired of him if he knew
anything about the pictures which in joint committee we had
ordered for the vacant panels of the rotunda.

He said he had heard nothing of them; that they had turned
him out of the Library Committee of the Senate, and his col-
league (Calhoun) engrossed all the favors of the Administration.
He spoke of the electioneering campaign which, since the last
session of Congress, he had been obliged to pass through in
South Carolina, in a subdued tone of indifference, unwilling to
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disclose the bitterness of his soul. He enquired of me, with
much earnestness of manner, whether I knew of any picture
of Allston’s, of any size, which he could purchase. And he
told me that he doubted whether Vanderlyn would ever finish
that picture for the rotunda which we had ordered from him.

There was a proposition made in the House that the States
should be called for petitions; whereupon Atherton, of New
Hampshire, rose and offered five anti-petition resolutions; ob-
jection being made, he moved a suspension of the rules; which
was carried, by yeas and nays—one hundred and thirty-seven
to sixty-six; and his resolutions were introduced; and, after
supporting them by a speech of about half an hour, he finished
by moving the previous question.

These resolutions had been agreed upon at a caucus of Ad-
ministration members last Saturday evening. Wise, of Virginia,
was the only member who attempted direct resistance against
this process. He objected that the resolutions surrendered the
rights of the South, and asked leave to present resolutions of
his own; but the House would not suffer them even to be read.
Other members, chiefly Southern, asked for postponement of
consideration till to-morrow, asked to be excused from voting
for the printing of the resolutions, and other expedients for
staving off the vote ; but all was in vain.

I saw it would be so from the beginning, and thought it not
only most prudent but most proper to confine myself exclu-
sively to the answer of aye or no to each of the questions as
it arose, taking no part in the debate. There was a call of the
House, at which two hundred and twenty-three members an-
swered to their names. The second to the demand for the pre-
vious question was carried by a single vote—one hundred and
three to one hundred and two; eighteen members not voting;
seven members of the Massachusetts delegation, Borden, Briggs,
Cushing, Grennell, Lincoln, Parmenter, and Saltonstall, voting
for it; four, Calhoun, Fletcher, Hastings, and Reed, not voting.
I alone voted against it, with Evans, of Maine, Everett, of Ver-
mont, Potts, of Pennsylvania, Russell, of New York, and Slade,
of Vermont. It surrenders the whole question; and the moment
the resolution had passed, the House adjourned.
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12th. The resolution of thanks to George Washington La
Fayette, and the family of the late General, for the copy of his
memoirs and writings, sent by them as a present to Congress,
to be deposited in their library, which resolution had been
passed in the House unanimously, was taken by our novice
Clerk to the Senate without my letter to the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House, and without the packet
of books, though I had given special direction at the Clerk’s
table that they should be sent. They were sent the next morn-
ing to the office of the Secretary of the Senate, but not delivered
to the President, William R. King, of Alabama. When the joint
resolution from the House was taken up in the Senate, it was
alone—the books were not there, nor my letter. The resolu-
tion was, therefore, at the motion of Clement C. Clay, of Ala-
bama, laid on the table. The day before yesterday morning I
went into the Senate-chamber, and on speaking to Mr. King,
the President, found that my letter had not been delivered to
him nor the books placed on his table. The Secretary of the
Senate was not there. I told Mr. King that the books and my
letter to him were in the Secretary’s office; and he said there
was no difficulty in the case.

This morning I saw in the Intelligencer that the joint reso-
lution had been taken up in the Senate and referred to the
Committee on the Library—not yet appointed. I went again
to the Senate-chamber. Neither the President nor the Secre-
tary was there. But § asked for Mr. Machin, a clerk in the
Secretary’s officdpand, at my request, he placed on the Presi-
dent’s table the packet of books, and produced my letter,
which Mr. Davis, the Senator from Massachusetts, promised
me should be delivered to the President. This was done, and
the Senate concurred in the joint resolution. For all this delay
I am chiefly responsible, for not having spoken on the very
day that the resolution passed the House, and requested the
President of the Senate, when it should be received there, to
call for my letter and the books.

H.R.U.S. Mr. Atherton’s four anti-abolition resolutions
were all adopted, by yeas and nays, and each in two divisions
—numbers of members asking to be excused from voting, but
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all refused. Several did not vote; and Wise insisted upon
having it entered upon the journal that he refused to vote.
The resolutions were cunningly enough composed, blending
together questions of State rights, and Congressional powers,
and arguments, and inferences—all in wretched grammar, and
worse logic, and yet puzzling enough to ensnare the Whigs,
and some of the abolitionists, many of whom voted for parts
of the resolutions, as if any of them were not null and void, or
as if any resolution of the House could define or circumscribe
the powers of Congress.

At the instant when the last half of the last resolution was
announced by the Speaker as adopted—that which declares
that all abolition petitions, resolutions, and papers shall be laid
on the table without being debated or referred—I rose and
addressed him, to offer a resolution, that no resolution of the
House could add to or deduct from the powers of Congress
conferred by the Constitution of the United States.

But Kennedy, of Maryland, addressed the Speaker at the
same time, and the Speaker gave him the floor. He offered a
resolution to correct the grammar of one of the resolutions
already adopted, against which, he said, he had voted because
it was bad grammar; and before the question was taken,
whether Kennedy's resolution should be received, a motion to
adjourn was made and carried.

Before the meeting of the House I met Saltonstall, who told
me that he had voted yesterday for Atlerton’s first resolution
without understanding it; that on seeing@it in print this
morning he disapproved it, and was disgusted with the whole
proceeding ; that he had thoughts of moving a reconsideration
of the resolution for which he had voted yesterday; but he
did not.

13th. H. R. U. S. Kennedy's motion to suspend the rules
to repass one of Atherton’s resolutions, by turning it into
good grammar, was, after some desultory conversation, with-
drawn. I then offered mine:

* Resolved, that the powers of Congress being conferred by
the Constitution of the United States, no resolution of this
House can add to or deduct from them.”
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Objection was made to its introduction. I moved a suspen-
sion of the rules to introduce it; which was refused, by yeas
and nays—seventy-five to one hundred and twenty-four.

Wise then offered a string of what he called Southern reso-
lutions, ultra servile; but the suspension of the rules was again
refused.

Slade offered a resolution declaring the infamous nature of
the slave-trade as carried on in the District of Columbia, and
concluding that therefore so much of Atherton’s resolution as
related to that subject be rescinded. Suspension of the rules
refused—yeas fifty-five, nays one hundred and fifty-seven.

John -Calhoun, of Kentucky, offered a resolution instructing
the Committee on the Judiciary to report bills for enforcing in
the non-slave-holding States the restitution of fugitive slaves.
Suspension again refused. The comparison of the yeas and
nays upon these different questions might perhaps lead to some
useful conclusions. They indicate the rallying of the whole
South to the Van Buren standard, the close adhesion to it
of the Northern and Western serviles, and the total want
of settled principle in the Northern and Western opposition
Whigs.

I doubt if there are five members in the House who would
vote for a bill to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia at
this time. The conflict between the principle of liberty and
the fact of slavery is coming gradually to an issue. Slavery
has now the power, and falls into convulsions at the approach
of freedom. That the fall of slavery is predetermined in the
counsels of Omnipotence I cannot doubt; it is a part of the
great moral improvement in the condition of man, attested by

all the records of history. But the conflict will be terrible,
and the progress of improvement perhaps retrograde before its
final progress to consummation.

14th. Cushman obtained a suspension of the rules for a
resolution that no committee of the House should be per-
mitted to employ a clerk at the public expense without first
obtaining leave of the House for that purpose; which was
adopted without opposition, and the first fruit of which was a
résolution authorizing the Committee of Claims to employ a
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clerk; moved by Chambers, and carried. The final result will
be, that every party committee will have a clerk by asking for
him, and that the clerk will be refused to all others, if asked for.

Cambreleng called up his Partial Appropriation bill for the
service of 1838 and 183g—that is, the bill to pay the expenses
of the two Houses of Congress, and the wages of their mem-
bers; which was referred to the committee of the whole on the
state of the Union, Howard in the chair, immediately reported
by that committee without amendment, read a third time, and
passed—a proof how rapidly business may be transacted for
the benefit of the members of Congress themselves.

Howard enquired if the call for petitions would be in order,
this being one of the days devoted, by the rules of the House,
to private business. The Speaker said the call for petitions was
the business first in order every day of the first thirty of the
session ; “upon which Howard moved to proceed to the call
of petitions. The Speaker commenced with New Hampshire,
where the House had been left by Atherton’s resolutions.
Then, passing to Massachusetts, Cushing offered two resolu-
tions recommitting to the Committee of Foreign Affairs certain
petitions, resolutions, and other papers which had been re-
ferred to them at the last session; and he gave notice that
he should ask leave to introduce a bill for the protection of
the citizens of the United States in the Territory of Oregon.
W. B. Calhoun presented several slavery abolition petitions,
all at once; upon which Mr. Wise objected to their being
received.

The Speaker said that, under the resolutions which had been
adopted by the House, the question of reception could not be
made. :

From this decision Wise took an appeal, and a debate of
nearly two hours ensued, all between the slave-holders, whether
a question of the reception could be made of a paper which
the House had predetermined should be laid on the table.

The Speaker recurred to the precedents for the three last
sessions of Congress; and Wise and Pickens groped about
to find a distinction between the resolutions of Atherton and
those of Patton and Pinckney. At last Taylor, of New York,
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called for the previous question; which was carried—the main
question being, whether the decision of the Speaker should
stand. When my name was called by the Clerk, I rose and
said, * Mr. Speaker, considering all the resolutions introduced
by the gentleman from New Hampshire as " The Speaker
roared out, “ The gentleman from Massachusetts must answer
aye or no, and nothing else. Order!”

With a reinforced voice—*‘ 1" refuse to answer because I
consider all the proceedings of the House as unconstitu-
tional.” While in a firm and swelling voice I pronounced
distinctly these words, the Speaker, and about two-thirds of
the House, cried, “ Order! order! order!” till it became a
perfect yell.

I paused a moment for it to cease, and then said, “ A direct
violation of the Constitution of the United States.” While
speaking these words with loud, distinct, and slow articulation,
the bawl of “Order! order!” resounded again from two-thirds
of the House. )

The Speaker, with agonizing lungs, screamed, “I call upon

- the House to support me in the execution of my duty!” I then

coolly resumed my seat.’

Waddy Thompson, of South Carolina, advancing into one of
the aisles, with a sarcastic smile and silvery tone of voice, said,
‘*“ What aid from the House would the Speaker desire ?"

The' Speaker snarled back, “ The gentleman from South
Carolina is out of order.” And a peal of laughter burst forth
from all sides of the House. * The Clerk will proceed with the
call,” said the Speaker; and the yeas and nays—one hundred
and eighty-five to six—Wise refusing also to answer.

17th. I attended at the Capitol, and in the chamber of the
Committee of Manufactures an hour before the meeting of the
House, making out the list of anti-slavery petitions, which I
expected immediately to be called to present. Edmonston and
Phillips were at the door of the House, and had me called out,
but I told them I could not wait, as the State of Massachusetts
was under a call for petitions. But immediately after the jour-
nal was read, Jacob Fry, Jr., of Pennsylvania, offered a resolu-

tion calling upon the President of the United States to inform
VOL. X.—j
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the House whether the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania
has called upon him for a military force, and powder and ball,
and buckshot, and ammunition of war, to put down the people
of Pennsylvania at Harrisburg.

Objection was made, and Fry moved and carried a suspen-
sion of the rules, and his resolution, one of those which should
lie over one day, was considered immediately, and sprung a
. debate of two hours—chiefly between the members from Penn-

" sylvania. Cushing moved an amendment of further enquiry,
whether any officer of the General Government had been con-
cerned in the popular movement from Philadelphia to Harris-
burg. Fry accepted this amendment, and the resolution was
adopted, after some sharp-shooting between Petriken and Beatty
on one side, and Biddle, Naylor, and McKennan on the other.
Fry himself has no power of speech to answer anything; but
Petriken is crusted with rabblement filth, and Beatty speaks
the vernacular of the Emerald Isle. -

Nmaid the object of all this was to cheat him out of his
election to the next Congress; that the first fraud had been the
attempt to throw out votes, giving him a majority of a thou-
sand over his competitor, and return /Zszz—Charles J. Ingersoll
—as the member elected; and that since this expedition to
Harrisburg he had received a letter threatening a repetition of
the same scene here if he should dare.to take his seat in the
next Congress.

After this brush, petitions were called for from the Massa-
chusetts members. Briggs, Parmenter, and Grennell presented
sundry anti-slavery petitions. Among these was one praying
that Congress would recognize the republican Government of
Hayti ard enter into the usual relations of national intercourse
with that island. This not being included within the gag-
resolution was, without notice, referred to the Committee of
Foreign Affairs. Afterwards Grennell presented one which
prayed for all the slavery abolitions, and also for the recog-
nition of Hayti, and moved that this part of the petition should
be referred to the Committee of Foreign Affairs; upon which
Wise rose and objected to receiving the petition. The Speaker
told him that one such petition had already been referred to
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the Committee of Foreign Affairs. Wise then moved a recon-
sideration of that vote.

The Speaker and Clerk, at this point, started a principle
more demonstrative of the agonizing struggle of anti-abolition
than anything that had before occurred. Wise asked to see
the petition, and the Clerk, not finding it immediately under
his hand, said it had not been sent to his table; upon which
the Speaker said that altered the case; if the petition was not
on the Clerk’s table it was not in possession of the House, and
the vote of reference to the committee had no effect, and the
petition was not received.

Now, it is every day’s practice to receive and refer petitions
without sending them to the Clerk’s table till afterwards. This
was one of the Speaker’s wooden nutmegs. But it did not assist
him ; for, after further search, the petition, which Grennell in-
sisted he had sent to the Clerk’s table, was found upon it.

Wise then turned again to his prior objection to recerving
the subsequent petition; upon which he made a speech, and
was answered by me; immediately after which the House
adjourned.

18th. At half-past ten I attended at the chamber of the Com-
mittee of Manufactures upon the committee on the Anti-Duel-
ling bill, whom I had caused to be notified to attend there this
morning. Three other members only were present—Toucey,
Grantland, and Henry; no quorum; but we discussed till the
time of the House’s meeting the amendments proposed by the
Duel committee of the last session, without coming to any
question upon them. We agreed to meet again to-morrow
morning at ten.

In the House, the petition from Nantucket for the recognition
of the republic of Hayti, on the objection made by Mr. Wise to
its reception, was before the House. Grennell made a speech
of half an hour in favor of receiving it. Fillmore expressed
some impatience for the question. Loomis moved the pre-
vious question, and Wise moved to lay the whole subject on
the table; which was rejected, by yeas and nays—one hundred
and fifty-nine to thirty-two. Reed moved its reference to the
Committee of Foreign Affairs. Stewart, of Virginia, moved to
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lay the petition on the table; which was refused, by eighty-four
to one hundred and three.

These three votes show a graduation of unsettled opinions
and the panic terrors of the South upon abolition. It is remark-
able, too, that only one hundred and ninety-one votes were
given on the first question, and one hundred and eighty-seven
on the second and third—more than fifty votes absent. Wise
then withdrew his motion for reconsideration of the prior
reference of another petition. Lincoln, Fletcher, Calhoun,
Hastings, and Saltonstall presented numerous anti-slavery
petitions, which were all laid on the table under the general
order. Saltonstall presented another petition for the recogni-
tion of Hayti. Legaré then objected again to the reception of
the petition, and with some difficulty obtained a hearing for
a’ very elaborate and impassioned speech; immediately after
which Cushman moved the previous question, but failed—
sixty-six to seventy-nine. Petriken moved to adjourn; lost—
seventy-five to eighty-nine. Saltonstall answered Legaré very
handsomely, and then the House adjourned.

1g9th, Attended the meeting of the select committee on the
Duelling bill. Present, Adams, Toucey, Grennell, Rariden,
Grantland, Henry, Coffin ; absent, Elmore and Clark. The bill
and the amendments of the former committee were thoroughly
discussed, and all the amendments of the old committee but
one were adopted with slight modifications. I disapproved
most of the amendments, because they reduced the penalties
of the bill as it came from the Senate; instead of which they
should, in my opinion, have been increased. But a majority
of the members of the committee now present were members
of the former committee, who had reported the amendments
unanimously. They had also reported a section relating to
commitments by the House for contempt. I objected to this
as a useless incumbrance to the bill, and it was struck out. I
was directed to report the bill as amended, and the committee
adjourned without day.

In the House, immediately after the reading of the journal,
with the permission of the House, I reported the bill; which
was, at my motion, ordered to be printed as amended, and
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referred to the committee of the whole on the state of the
Union. Mr. Cambreleng, from the Committee of Ways and
Means, reported a bill for the protection of the Northern fron-
tier, and two others. Harrison, of Missouri, having moved
the adjournment yesterday, now moved the previous question,
which was carried, and the reference of the petition for the
recognition of Hayti to the Committee of Foreign Affairs was
ordered without a division. Sherrod Williams asked leave to
offer a resolution for a new rule, that on the presentation of a
petition, objection being made to its reception, the question
shall be put and decided without debate. Objection was made,
and the suspension was refused, by yeas and nays—ninety to
one hundred and two.

A message was then received from the President, with copies
of the correspondence, called for by Fry's resolution, relating fo
the call of the Governor of Pennsylvania on the President and
Government of the United States for aid to quell the mob at
Harrisburg which prevented the organization of the State Legis-
latures The papers were all read. Naylor moved that they
be read, and referred to a committee of the whole on the state
of the Union. Underwood moved that they be printed and
laid on the table, which was finally carried without a division.
Naylor made an ardent and passionate speech, and Potter an
adverse one, in which he said that the difficulties at Harris-
burg were likely to be all amicably settled. That is to say,
that three members of the Whig House of Representatives
have gone over to the Democratic House, leaving the Whigs
without a quorum, and making one for the Democrats, without
counting the members from Philadelphia, whose seats are con-
tested, but who will now be secured to them by their compeers.
The correspondence shows a refusal by the President to give
the aid called for by the Governor of Pennsylvania, and a con-
currence of all the Departments of the General Government to
countenance and support the popular movement to overawe the
Legislature. The whole series of these events is a development
of our condition of no good omen to the future operation of our
political institutions. Charges of gross fraud and corruption in
the election returns from Philadelphia were made by both par-
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ties against each other, neuter falsb—both true. The result was
two sets of eight members returned to the Legislature. The
elections for the remainder of the State were so equally divided
that the eight members thus contested form the majority of the
House. Both sets repair to Harrisburg, claiming their seats,
and divide into two parties, each numbering a quorum of the
House, and each organizing itself as a House. At this juncture
a number of individuals, proceeding from Philadelphia and other
places, occupy the halls of both Houses of the Legislature,
and, by threats of personal violence, intimidate the members
. and interrupt the deliberations of the body. The Governor of
the State calls upon the militia for the restoration of law and
order, and also upon the President of the United States for aid
to suppress the insurrection. The call on the militia was an-
swered. An armed body of them were conveyed to Harrisburg,
and order was restored. But three members of the regularly
constituted House went over to the other; and thus the party
which resorted to the direct interposition of the people has
prevailed; and the mock democracy becomes the democracy
of numbers. Fraud and violence have thus been introduced
into our elections and have signally triumphed. And the Gov-
ernment of the United States, called to interpose for the preser-
vation of the laws and of order, refuses its aid, affects a great
abhorrence at interfering in the political divisions of the people
in the States, and thus gives its real aid and support to fraud
and violence against order and law. But a precedent is estab-
lished by which, in the event of a servile insurrection, all aid to
suppress it may be explicitly refused by the General Govern-
ment and by all the free States.

After some small business, Cambreleng moved to take up
his motion to refer to a select committee the part of the mes-
sage relating to the defalcation of Samuel Swartwout, late
Collector of the Customs at New York.

Wise moved to refer it to a committee of the whole on the
state of the Union, and commenced a speech, in the midst of
which he gave way to a motion to adjourn; which was carried
about half-past three.

2oth. At the House, Mr. Wise claimed the floor, on the
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ground that he had it yesterday until the adjournment of the
House; but the Speaker decided that the petitions must first
be called. Wise moved a suspension of the rules, and for the
yeas and nays—both of which were refused. The call for pe-
titions was still upon Massachusetts, and, all the other members
of the delegation having presented theirs, I now presented
mine. I began with the memorial of James Edmonston and
the stonecutters and bricklayers, workmen on the public build-
ings, praying to be indemnified for the loss of their time during
the suspension of their labors last spring by order of the Com-
mittee on the Public Buildings. I said I did not know why
the Commissioner of the Public Buildings had not paid them
their full wages without requiring any action of Congress to
authorize him to do them mere justice. I had thought of
moving a simple resolution directing the Commissioner to pay
them in full for their lost time.

Mr. Lincoln, Chairman of the committee, then said that he
had been directed by the committee to offer a resolution for
the payment of these men; upon which I moved the reference
of this memorial to that committee.

I presented several petitions for widows' pensions, and called
up others on the files; also two long memorials for the estab-
lishment of scientific institutions; which were referred to the
Smithsonian Committee.

I finally presented fifty abolition and anti-slavery petitions
and memorials; all of which were laid on the table, excepting
three praying for the recognition of the republic of Hayti—all
of which but one were referred to the Committee of Foreign
Affairs. Several of the abolition petitions contained a prayer
that the petition should be referred to a select committee,
before whom the petitioners might be heard by themselves or
by counsel; and I moved that so much of the petitions should
be granted.

The Speaker decided that by the resolution of the 12th
instant, requiring that all abolition petitions should, on presen-
tation, be laid on the table and no further action of the House
had thereon, my motion was not in order.

From this decision I appealed, insisting that the prayer to
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be heard was a distinct and separate petition, which might be
granted, and yet that all the other prayers might be laid on
the table. I referred to the precedent of yesterday, when so
much of a petition as prayed for the recognition of Hayti was
referred to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, although mingled
up with sundry abolition prayers which were laid on the table.
I asked and barely obtained the yeas and nays, and the decision
of the Speaker was affirmed—one hundred and eighty to eight—
most of my colleagues deserting me on this question. When I
presented the first of the petitions for the acknowledgment of the
republic of Hayti, I moved it should be referred to the Com-
mittee of Foreign Relations, with instructions to consider and
report thereon ; assigning as my reason for the instructions the
argument used by Howard, the Chairman of the committee,
yesterday, that similar petitions had heretofore been referred
to that committee and were never heard of again, and adding
that it would be so now. 1 said it was this fact that former
petitions had been so treated, which was true, and the sort of
pledge given by the Chairman of the committee, that these pe-
titions should be so treated Cushman, who was sitting two
rows behind me, here said, so loud that I heard him, “ That
insinuation should not be made against a gentleman;” on which
I turned to him and said, “I shall make what insinuation I
please ;" and then, turning again to the Speaker, said, “ This is
not an insinuation, but a direct, positive assertion.” Haynes
then made a point of order; and the Speaker said, as the pe-
tition occasioned debate, it must lie over one day; upon which
I withdrew the motion for instructions, and the petition was
referred. ’

I afterwards presented another petition, and moved the in-
structions again, to lie over a day for debate, telling Howard
that I would give him an assortment, with and without in-
structions. Among the petitions that I presented were four
abolitionist from Ohio County, Virginia, and one signed by
W. Cowperthwait and two hundred and twenty citizens of
Philadelphia to rescind the gag-resolution. All laid on the
table.

Slade presented a petition for the recognition of Hayti, and
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moved its reference to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, with
instructions to bring in a bill; which was laid over for debate.

The call for petitions went through the States and Territo-
ries entire, and the House adjourned after four o'clock.

21st. H. R. U. S. Cushing moved an amendment to the
journal, stating that on his presenting a petition, which was
laid on the table, under the gag-resolution, he had protested
that in submitting to this application of the resolution he
yielded, not to right, but to power, conceiving the resolution
unconstitutional, null and void—which protest he moved to
have entered on the journal; but the Speaker decided the
motion was not in order. Dromgoole and Howard, alarmed
at this proposition, made an attempt to suppress it altogether.
I had thus recorded, by a motion to amend the journal, my
protest against the gag-resolutions of the last Congress, and
shown that the rejection of the motion as effectually secures
the record of the protest as its adoption. Dromgoole insisted
that something should be done to prevent this record of con-
tumacy; and Howard proposed that when the journal of this
day should be read to-morrow morning; the entry of Cushing's
motion should be struck out.

I said that would not be sufficient for the purpose of sup-
pression, for the motion to strike out must itself show what
was to be stricken out, and the protest must be recorded even
in the motion to erase it.

Wise said if they were going to adopt the Bentonian process
of expunging, he, for one, would go for the gentleman from
Massachusetts.

Dromgoole said he saw there was a difficulty in the case,
but that it ought not so to be.

The question upon the motion was taken by yeas and nays,
and the amendment was rejected—fourteen to one hundred and
seventy-four; but the protest stands, of course, upon the record.

After this, and some discussion between Cambreleng and.
Wise, reports from committees were called. Cambreleng re-
ported sundry bills from the Committee of Ways and Means,
after Buchanan, from the Committee of Elections, had reported
on the contested election of the delegate for the Territory of
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Wisconsin, concluding with a resolution that James Duane
Doty is entitled to the seat, and that George W. Jones is not.
The case is so perfectly clear that, as the delegate has no vote,
the report of the committee is consistent with common sense.
There was not so much as a colorable pretence for claiming
the seat; but the logic of both the reports of the committee on
the Mississippi elections was in his favor. The consideration
of the report was, at his request, postponed, and made the
special order of the day for next Thursday.

Cambreleng's resolution for a select committee of enquiry
concerning Swartwout’s defalcation, with Garland’s amend-
ment extending the enquiry and proposing the choice of the
committee by ballot, and Wise’s amendment to refer the
whole subject to the committee of the whole on the state
of the Union, came up. Wise resumed his argument left un-
finished the day before yesterday, and spoke six hours without
interruption. The speech was the most powerful and unanswer-
able attack upon the Administration, and especially upon the
Secretary of the Treasury, that has ever been made in Cor-
gress; and as he passed from charge to charge, he supported
every imputation by the documents from the Treasury Depart-
ment itself. So utterly callous to the grossest and rankest
abuses have the supporters of this Administration become, that
when Wise began, four-fifths of them left the House, and did
not return. And as soon as Wise sat down, previous-question
Cushman rose and moved the appointment of a committee of
enrolled bills.

22d. I found myself, immediately after the reading of the
journal, unexpectedly engaged in debate. The Speaker said
that, before the call for petitions, the question laid over upon
the petition for the recognition of the republic of Hayti—that
it should be referred to the Committce of Foreign Affairs, with
instructions to consider and report thereon—was now open for
consideration.

Dromgoole moved a division of the question—first on the
reference, and then upon the instructions. The question of
reference was carried without a division, and I assigned my
reasons for moving the instructions, which were, the fact stated
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by the Chairman of the committee, Howard, which I knew to
be true, that similar petitions had been heretofore referred to
that committee and were never heard of again; and the pledge
given by him, that if the House would refer these petitions to
that committee they would share the same fate. I urged the
duty of committees to report on subjects referred to them by
the House, as a duty to the House, to the petitioners, and
to the country. I said I took it for granted there would be
no reason assigned by the Chairman of the committee for resist-
ing the motion for instructions or withholding a report. The
answer would be the previous question or the laying on the
table. I must, therefore, infer that the reasons for not reporting
would be the same as those given by a member of the com-
mittee (Mr. Legaré), two days ago, for refusing to receive the
petition. I then took up and refuted Legaré’s argument, but
was soon called to order by the Speaker, and by sundry
Southern members. I was perfectly in order, and therefore
persevered till Bynum objected to my being permitted to pro-
ceed. Upon which Briggs moved that I might proceed n order.
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and the vote was
one hundred and fourteen to forty-seven that I might proceed.

The Speaker said, “ The leave to proceed is granted;” to
which I replied, “ Mr. Speaker, 1 have not asked leave to pro-
ceed.” But I did proceed, and said, “ The gentleman from South
Carolina so familiar with Hatsell knows, and will not deny,
that what by direct reference may be not in order is altogecther
parliamentary when stated hypothetically. So I will suppose
that the committee should have the same reasons for negle.t-
ing to report that he had assigned for refusing to receive the
petitionss and I contend that they are not good and sufficient
reasons.” And then I dissected and pulverized his whole
argument. When I first assailed it, he was not there. He
came in while I was in the midst of the analysis, and after I
had finished he came to my seat, and said he regretted he had
been absent, and had not had the remotest suspicion that the
question would come on this day.

I told him it had been equally unexpected to me. Howard
was not there, but Bynum answered me in a tempest of fury.
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Bynum is a member of the committee, and a spitfire Democrat.
He is a small, thin man, with a perpetual agony in his face, a
dark brow, a livid complexion, a haggard look, a ghastly smile,
and when he speaks his face is distorted with convulsion. "His
discourse is one uniform growl of invective upon federalists,
the bank, Loco-focos, old women, and priests. But he is a
favorite orator of the party. Bynum was time after time
called to order by the Speaker, of which he complained bit-
terly, but vented all his gall. He speaks always in a menacing
tone, and pointed at me with his finger, and looked as if he
would eat me, the whole time he was speaking.

Bouldin made a feeble, timid, faltering speech in favor of my
motion, for which he said he should vote; but Campbell, of
South Carolina, moved to lay the motion on the table; and it
was carried, by yeas and nays—one hundred and ten to forty-
six. Bouldin did not vote, nor did Parmenter. No other
business of any consequence was done. A

23d. I read the second and part of the third chapter of
Gleig's History of the Bible, and found with no small surprise
that he seriously argues that the narrative of the fall from Para-
dise, in the Book of Genesis, must be taken in a literal sense;
that there was a garden, a tree of knowledge, a tree of life,
and a talking serpent; that the fruit of the tree of knowledge
was an apple; and that the whole race of men was accurst be-
cause their first progenitors were tempted with apples growing
upon a tree, and plucked and ate them. Credat Jud=us Apella!
The account of Moses, I believe, is a translation into alphabet-
ical writing of more ancient records in hieroglyphics. The
trees of knowledge and of life are personified abstractions, and
the serpent is the fascinating and seductive spirit. Mr. Gleig,
like other theological commentators, starts strong objections to
meet them with feeble answers.

25th. Morning visits from my colleagues, Reed, Hastings,
and Briggs. There has been a proposal from the Kentucky
delegation in the House to ours for a conference on the subject
of the next Presidential election; and Cushing asked me one
day last week if I would attend such a conference.

I said, no; that, from the peculiar position in which I stood,
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I had since 1829 taken no part in the Presidential elections,
and should take none for the remnant of my life, unless called
to vote as a member of the House, in which case I should vote
for the candidate favored by the majority of my constituents.
I had afterwards some conversation with Mr. Reed, and advised
him to suggest caution to the members of our delegation against
committing themselves at all to the Kentuckians upon the sub-
ject of the Presidency. Reed, whom 1 met yesterday in the
street, said that they had postponed for a week the conference
with the Kentucky delegation. The Governor of Kentucky
and the members of the delegation from that State in the House
are now so deeply committed upon all the slavery questions
that it is impossible to get the vote of Massachusetts for Mr.
Clay; and his only chance of election is by the Southern and
slave-holding interest.

I called to return the visit of Mr. Christopher Hughes, but
he had departed for Baltimore. Then I visited Mr. Clay, at
Boulanger's, and found him alone. He is, like myself, under
deep concern at the manifestations of riotous and popular vio-
lence which have so frequently been exhibited within the last
four years, for the introduction of which we consider the late
President of the United States, Andrew Jackson, responsible.
Mr. Clay enquired when Mr. Webster might be expected here.
I said, not before some time in January, and that I had heard
he had it in contemplation to resign his seat in the Senate.
There is no good will lost between Mr. Clay and Webster.

26th. H. R.U. S. Cushing moved a suspension of the rules
to offer a resolution granting the use of the hall next Friday
evening for a lecture on the Oregon Territory; but he failed.
Haynes, of Georgia, moved the House to go into committee
of the whole on the state of the Union, to take up the Presi-
dent's message, for the distribution of its topics among the
committees. Haynes had made this motion immediately after
the appointment of the committees, but then failed. Objection
was now made; but he moved, and carried, a suspension of the
rules, and the House went into committee of the whole on the
state of the Union.

The Speaker called me to the chair. Haynes moved thir-
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teen resolutions, distributing the fragments of the message
among the several committees, which were read at the Clerk’s
table; whereupon Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, rose, and, without
objecting or referring to any one of the proposed resolutions,
he took up and_ dissected the message, and commented upon
many parts of it with very great severity. He complained that
the House was taken by surprise in this sudden movement upon
the message, and that he was quite unprepared for the discus-
sion upon it. But he made a speech of three hours; and, as he
sat down, Sergeant S. Prentiss, of Mississippi, rose, and com-
menced an ardent and impetuous speech against the Adminis-
tration, of which he delivered, however, only the introduction.
I suppose him charged with a speech of at least three hours.
After announcing his purpose, he moved the committee to rise,
and without opposition they rose; and I reported that the
committee had had under consideration the message of the
President of the United States, and had come to no resolution
thereon. Upon Haynes’s motion, the resolutions which he had
offered in committee were ordered to be printed. Adjourned
about three-quarters-past three.

I spoke to Mr. Cushing about a meeting of the delegation
to prepare a communication to the Legislature of Massachu-
setts. He said he would confer with the other members of the
delegation to fix upon a time. He said he had already written
a letter to his constituents, to be published in the Lowell
Courier. :

27th. Yesterday morning the Speaker read a letter from
John Fairfield, announcing his resignation of his seat in the
House as a member of the Twenty-Fifth Congress. He is
Governor elect of the State of Maine, and is gone home to be
inaugurated next week. Last week a member of the House,
named Albert S. White, received notice that he had been
elected a Senator of the United States by the Legislature of
the State of Indiana for six years from the 3d of next March.
Both these men are persons of exceeding mediocrity. And,
indeed, when I look upon the composition of these two bodies,
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
—the cream of the land, the culled darlings of fifteen millions,
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scattered over a surface of two millions of square miles—the
remarkable phenomenon that they present is the level of intel-
lect and of morals upon which they stand; and this universal
mediocrity is the basis upon which the liberties of this nation
repose. )

H. R.U.S. This was the day which had been fixed for the
consideration of the report of the Committee of Elections on
the contested seat of the delegate from the Territory of Wis-
consin. But Buchanan, the Chairman of the Committee of
Elections, moved to postpone it, first till next Monday, and
then till Thursday, because the House was thin, and because
Jones, the sitting member, desires it. Buchanan was asked
whether his motion was made at the request of Jones, and
answered, no. But Bronson rose and said that Jones did desire
it—which Jones confirmed.

The House went into committee of the whole on the state
of the Union, and Prentiss, of Mississippi, concluded, in three
hours and a quarter, the speech he had begun yesterday against
the President, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Admin-
istration. He did very little more than travel over the ground
preoccupied by Wise—recurred to the same acts of malversa-
tion in the subordinate officers, the same culpable connivance
in the Secretary of the Treasury, and the same documents
substantiating the facts. He appeared to be heard, too, with
the same indifference and the same dropping off of the Ad-
ministration members from their seats. When he sat down,
Cushman, of New Hampshire, rose, and said he was ready to
proceed; but the members around him urged him to move
that the committee do rise; which he accordingly did, and
which was accordingly done, and I reported, as yesterday, that
the committee had come to no resolution. Governor Lincoln
then made an effort to call up the joint resolution for paying
the workmen on the Treasury building for the time when their
work was suspended. Rencher, of North Carolina, opposed
the resolution, and Legaré, of South Carolina, moved to ad-
journ; which, in spite of my remonstrances, was carried.

28th. Immediately aftcr the reading of the journal this
morning, Dr. Haynes moved that the House should again go
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into committee of the whole on the state of the Union upon
the President’s message. asked him to withdraw the
motion, to allow the committees to report. He refused. Wise
asked him to withdraw it merely to allow him to move for the
printing of two Executive documents. After some resistance,
Haynes reluctantly gave way for Wise to make his motion,
thinking it would not occupy five minutes of time. Wise
moved that twenty thousand extra copies of Executive Docu-
ments 111 and 29 of the last session should be printed for the
use of the members of the House. The first of these docu-
ments contains a list of defaulters, and the second, the corre-
spondence of the Secretary of the Treasury with the receivers
of public moneys at the land-offices, upon which Wise and
Prentiss, in their recent speeches, have commented with such
bitter indignation. The motion kindled in the House a flame
which burnt with increasing intenseness till past four, when the
House adjourned without taking the question. The Adminis-
tration party were disconcerted at this sudden sally, dreading
above all things the publication of the documents, and yet
dreading with equal terror the responsibility of refusing it.
Cambreleng at first disclaimed all opposition to the motion,
but asked to add the report of the present session upon the
Swartwout defalcation; to which Wise assented. Crary, of
Michigan, one of the most unscrupulous Swiss mercenaries of
the House, opposed the printing altogether, on the score of
economy. Garland, of Virginia, moved an amendment, which
Wise accepted. Loomis moved to strike out the two docu-
ments of the last session. A desultory debate followed, calling
up on one side Tillinghast, Curtis, Waddy Thompson, Reed,
Legaré, Christopher H. Williams, Menifee, S. S. Prentiss, Stanly,
Sherrod Williams, W. Cost Johnson, Mercer, and Bond, and
on the other Boon, Duncan, and Thomas, who came in, as
usual, at a dead lift. There was talk of the previous question,
and of laying on the table ; but the Administration party were
in great perplexity where to take their issue. Thomas made
. a desperate plunge to put it upon the detected errors of the
list of defaulters in the document No. 111. Wise took this
argument from him by withdrawing the call for Document 111
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upon which Thomas's last resort was to object to the number
of the remainder. He was willing to print a reasonable num-
ber, but not twenty thousand. Bond moved the adjournment,
called up by some snarling remarks of Boon, meant for him
without naming him.

31st. I received this morning a letter postmarked and dated
Montgomery, Alabama, threatening me with assassination for
offering in the House the three resolutions of the House to
call on the President to know whether he has called Andrew
Stevenson and Captain Matthew C. Perry to account for their
conspiracy against the life of Daniel O’Connell.

H. R. U. S. Haynes, of Georgia, moved to go into com-
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union upon the Presi-
dent’s message and his resolutions. But, as this was the regular
day to call the States for resolutions, he was urged from various
quarters to withdraw his motion; and did so. The States and
Territories were called through for resolutions, and it con-
sumed the day. The Speaker began with Maine. When the
turn of Massachusetts came, and my colleagues had offered
all their resolutions, I asked the House to take up the three
resolutions offered by me on the 6th of this month, which I
observed had been ordered to lie over one day, which had
already lasted nearly one month. The House instantly bristled
with objections, and the Speaker said the resolutions must lie
over, because they occasioned debate. I then moved to sus-
pend the rule; and, to induce the House to take up my reso-
lutions, I sent to the Clerk's table the threatening letter which
I had received this morning, and asked that it might be read.
It was read in a bungling manner, and it caused nothing but
laughter in the House. I said I did not send the letter to found
upon it, as I might, a claim of privilege, but merely to ask the
House now to consider my three resolutions. Thomas started
up in great agitation, and said it was a miserable quiz, and he
hoped the House would not notice it. They refused to suspend
the rules, and the letter was returned to me at my demand.
Many of the members had clustered round the Clerk’s table
to inspect it. Lewis and Martin, of Alabama, and Turney, of

Tennessee, came to my seat and asked to see the letter. Lewis
voL. X.—6
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said Montgomery was in his district, and Martin expressed
regret that it should have come from his State. Three of
the reporters sent me notes, and a fourth spoke to me, asking
leave to take copies of the letter for publication; to which I
consented.

A multitude of other resolutions were offered, among which
one by Cushman, for an amendment to the Constitution, dis-
qualifying duellists from office; several by Mr. Cushing, con-
cerning our relations with Great Britain; one by Wise, for
a committee to enquire whether Levi Woodbury, Secretary of
the Treasury, ought to be impeached—the committee to be
of nine members, chosen by ballot. Cushman objected to the
consideration of this resolution. W. B. Calhoun moved a
resolution that the resolutions of the State Legislatures shall
not be included in the gag; and S. S. Prentiss, resolutions for
rescinding the resolution of the House at the last session
which annulled the election in the State of Mississippi in
November, 1837, when Prentiss and Word were first returned.
Scarcely any of the resolutions will be discussed at the present
session. Adjourned near four.

Day and Year. Blessing to God for numberless mercies,
and prayer.

Fanuary 1st, 1839.—I would commence the year with fervent
prayer to Almighty God that the year upon which I have
now entered may be signalized with more of virtue and less of
frailty and imperfection in me than any of those which have
preceded it; for health, for honest purposes, for progress in
moral and intellectual improvement, for worldly prosperity,
and for tranquillity and peace of mind. I supplicate the Giver
of all good for myself and all my family; above all, for the
purification of-my own character, and a growing preparation
for a better world, as I am drawing to the close of this.

We had a great number of morning visitors—members of
Congress, foreign Ministers, and others—men and women, and
some children. I paid myself a visit to Mrs. Madison and
to Mr. and Mrs. Matthew St. Clair Clarke, to which he had
invited me last evening at Mr. Gales’s. They have taken up
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their residence in a magnificent house, next door to St. John's
Church, which he has been these two years building, and
which is yet unfinished. It is, according to an old adage, a
house from which to run away.

With the mail this evening I received a memorial and pe-
tition, signed by Origen Bacheler, Corresponding Secretary of
the New York Peace Society, Orville Dewey, and three hun-
dred and ninety-two men, Mrs. Bacheler and one hundred and
two women, praying for national arbitrations, a Congress of
nations, and an offer of mediation from the United States
between France and Mexico. The memorial contains some
argument in reply to Mr. Legaré's report of the last session.
I received also an invitation to deliver an address to the Adel-
phic Union Society of Williams College, at Williamstown,
Massachusetts, at their Commencement next summer, which
invitation, and all others of the same kind, I must decline.

2d. H.R. U.S. On the reading of the journal this morning,
I perceived that no notice was taken in it of the motion I had
made on Monday, to suspend the rules to take up the three
resolutions of enquiry which I had offered on the 6th of last
month, calling on the President for information whether An-
drew Stevenson, our Minister to Great Britain, had accounted,
or been called to account, for conspiring against the life of
Daniel O’Connell, a member of the British House of Com-
mons; and whether Matthew C. Perry, a captain in the navy
of the United States, had been called to account for his conduct
in those transactions; nor of the letter threatening me with
assassination for offering those resolutions, which I sent to the
Clerk’s table, and which was read; nor of the refusal of the
House to suspend the rules, and even to grant the yeas and
nays, which I requested on the motion.

The Speaker said it was not usual to enter upon the journal
motions to suspend the rules which were not sustained, and
upon which the yeas and nays were not taken. I said that as
to the refusal of the House to adopt my motion, and even to
grant me the yeas and nays, I had cheerfully acquiesced in the
decisions, accustomed as I was to such treatment from the
House; but in the total omission from the journal of a fact so
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important in the proceedings of the House as I deemed this to
be, I could not acquiesce, and must therefore move an amend-
ment of the journal, stating the facts as they were, and must
also ask for the yeas and nays on this motion.

The Speaker said I must reduce my motion to writing.

I said that, this omission having been unexpected to me, I
was fearful of consuming more of the time of the House than I
was willing to take by writing down my motion myself, but if
the Clerk would take it down, I would tell him what to write.
I went up to the Clerk’s table, and the motion was written down
as I directed—not without manifestations of impatience from
the slavish side of the House.

When the Speaker put the question, Dixon H. Lewis rose,
and said that he had examined the letter sent by me to the
Clerk’s table, and was convinced that it was a quiz; for that
he knew no such person as the name signed to the letter, and
did not believe there was any person of that name in the
district.

I said I was much obliged to the gentleman from Alabama
for the sensibility manifested by him on this occasion to the
idea that such a letter should hdve come from his district. I
had no fear of the execution of this threat, but had sent it to
the Clerk’s table to be read, hoping that it would induce the
House to take up and consider my resolutions, to which it
relates; for the letter was in the same spirit with the trans-
actions upon which I proposed to call for information. They
were, indeed, of a deeper dye and a baser character than the
letter to me. This was a threat of assassination by one ruffian;
that was a conspiracy to assassinate by four. And the gen-
tleman from Alabama must excuse me for not considering the
letter to me as a quiz. I was not in the habit of considering a
written and signed threat of murder, addressed to a member of
Congress for things done in the discharge of his duty, as a guzz.
Murder and forgery were hardly called by their right names
when termed a quiz. Here the Speaker stopped me, and
said the question was upon a motion to amend the journal.
The House again refused the yeas and nays, and the motion
to amend the journal was rejected—seventy to eighty-seven. I
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asked the Speaker if my motion would now appear upon the
journal, and he said it would. .

3d. There was a movement for the receipt of petitions, but
the first thirty days of the session expired yesterday; after
which, by the rules of the House, petitions are received only
on the first sitting day of each week. The rule is, that for the
first thirty days the first business of every morning shall be to
call the States over for petitions. The practice of this session
has been to call the States for petitions only once in the thirty
days. The contested election for the Wisconsin Territory,
which had been made the special order for this day at one
o’clock, was taken up, and disposed of in less than three hours.
The report of the Committee of Elections concluded with a
resolution that James Duane Doty is entitled to a seat in the
House as delegate from the Wisconsin Territory, and that
George W. Jones is not. Thomas, of Maryland, began the
debate against the report of the committee, confining himself
to the first part of the resolution, and tacitly admitting that
Jones had no pretensions to a seat. He was for sending both
back to the people for another election. Maury, of Tennessee,
a member of the Committeesof Elections, said the committee
had not been unanimous in their report. Cushing, a little, but
not much, to my surprise, sustained Thomas in his opposition
to the report; but Crary, of Michigan, and Randolph, and,
above all, Richard Fletcher, of Boston, swept away, in a speech
of half an hour, the sophistry of Thomas, so that the House
would scarcely hear another word. Tillinghast attempted to
say something further, but the call for the question was so
peremptory and impatient that he forbore and sat down. De
Graff, of New York, moved the previous question, which was
carried, and the resolution reported by the committee was
carried—one hundred and sixty-seven to twenty-five. I never
saw a more decisive and instantaneous effect produced by a
speech upon a deliberative assembly; and I rejoiced in congrat-
ulating Fletcher upon it, for no man in the House has been so
basely treated by the servile party as Fletcher, and at one time
he had almost sunk under it. Cushing did not vote upon the
question. Thomas cowered under the superiority of Fletcher’s
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legal argument. Doty was immediately sworn, and took his
seat. Jones, the ex-delegate, had disappeared. He had bought
a written opinion of two lawyers in this city, Walter Jones and
Francis S. Key, in favor of his right to the seat. The House
forthwith adjourned.

4th. Met at half-past ten this morning, at the chamber of the
Committee of Manufactures, the select committee on the Smith-
sonian bequest. Present, Adams, F. O. J. Smith, of Maine,
Charles Ogle, of Pennsylvania, Charles Shepard, of North Caro-
lina, John P. Kennedy, of Maryland, and James Garland, of
Virginia; absent, Orrin Holt, of Connecticut, Waddy Thomp-
son, of South Carolina, and William H. Hunter, of Ohio. I
had yesterday personally notified all the members to attend
this meeting, except Hunter, who was not in the House. Holt
told me that he was engaged on the great land committee ;
and Thompson promised to come, but forgot it. The refer-
ences to the committee were the two messages of the President
with Documents 10 and 11 of the present session; a memorial
from Charles Lewis Fleischmann, a Bavarian, but now a citizen
of the United States, and attached to the Patent Office, who
purposes the establishment of ah agricultural institution and
farm school, at the cost of about three hundred thousand dol-
lars; a memorial of Walter R. Johnson, praying for the estab-
lishment of an institution for prosecuting experiments in certain
physical sciences ; and a petition from Samuel Martin, of Camp-
bell's Station, Tennessee, who, with much other matter, prays
that the Smithsonian fund may be applied to the instruction of
females. I submitted also to the committee a printed paper,
signed ““ Franklin,” proposing the establishment of professor-
shipé and various courses of lectures. I read the two mes-
sages of the President and the circular of 18th July, 1838, from
John Forsyth, Secretary of State, asking for opinions concern-
ing the disposal of the fund, and stated the substance of my
two letters in answer to Mr. Forsyth. I read also the Act of
ist July, 1836, accepting the bequest and pledging the faith of
the United States to its application conformably to the direc-
tion of the testator.

There was some desultory conversation, and Mr. Garland
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moved an adjournment till next Tuesday at ten o'clock, for a
fuller meeting of the committee; which was agreed to.
H.R.U.S. Private business day. Reports from committees
called. May, of Illinois, moved to suspend the rules to take
up the resolution for a committee of enquiry into the defalca-
tion of Samuel Swartwout, late Collector of Customs at New
York ; lost, by yeas and nays—one hundred and one to eighty-
eight—not two-thirds. Thomas, of Maryland, then called for
the consideration of an amendment to the rules, proposed by
him, that every alternate Friday should be assigned for the pas-
sage of private bills not disputed; but, after an hour’s discus-
sion, this also was refused, and the bill for the relief of Pamela
- Brown, widow of General Jacob Brown, was taken up as first
on the private calendar, having been postponed last Friday.
The bill is a grant of five years’ half-pay of the General to Mrs.
Brown, on the principle of the Act of 1802, that he died by
reason of the wound that he received in the campaign of 1814.
This bill was most vehemently contested by the spigot-sparing,
bung-autpouring economists of both parties, and by the Kin-
derhook ochlocracy, mainly because I favored it. Sherrod
Williams made a long and inveterate speech against it; but
Bronson, Taylor, and Foster, of New York, especially Foster,
very strenuously supported it. I followed Foster in a short,
confused, and very ill-digested speech in its favor; after which
Taylor said a few words, scarcely heard for the overwhelming
call for the question. The previous question was moved and
carried; a call of the House; motion after motion for adjourn-
ment; repetitions of calls for yeas and nays; and every dilatory
expedient was resorted to, by Williams, Duncan, and Drom-
goole, who clustered together to defeat the bill, in vain. The
last device was by Duncan, who (did not answer) when his
name was called on the passage of the bill, but when all the
names had been called through, and he had thus ascertained
a large majority for the bill, demanded the call of his name,
voted aye, and, when the Speaker had declared the bill passed,
gave notice that he should to-morrow move a reconsideration
of the vote. But Rice Garland, of Louisiana, defeated this
movement by moving at once the reconsideration and the
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previous question—which was carried, and the reconsideration
refused, and the bill again declared to be passed. The vote in
its favor was one hundred and nine to seventy-two; and the
trickery to defeat the will of this majority was so dirty that
Frank Thomas, the ablest and bitterest man among them,
disclaimed it.

Mr. Morgan, of Virginia, introduced to me Mr. Mahand, of
Monongalia, in that State, as, he said, a political friend of mine,
who told me that he had never seen me but once before, and
that was at a drawing-room at Mr. Monroe’s, when he heard a
conversation between C. F. Mercer and me, in which I spoke in
strong terms against the law which he was then urging through
Congress, making the African slave-trade piracy. Alexander
Smyth, afterwards, as an electioneering engine against me,
charged me with being in favor of the African slave-trade,
and applied to Mercer for a certificate of what I said in that
conversation, to support the charge. But Mercer refused him.
Mr. Mahand this day told me that Smyth, through his colleague
Jackson, had applied also to him for a certificate that he had
heard me in that conversation speak in favor of the African
slave-trade; that he had also refused the certificate, and had told
Mr. Jackson what he had heard me to say, and it was in strong
disapprobation of the Act making it punishable with death, as
piracy. Mr. Mahand is now a member of the Legislature of Vir-
ginia, and said that, having always been politically my friend,
he had asked Mr. Morgan to introduce him to me, as it might
be the last time he should ever have the opportunity to see me.

sth. I rode to the Capitol shortly before the meeting of the
House, to make arrangements for keeping minutes of the pro-
ceedings of the Smithsonian Bequest Committee—a work with
which I proceed with a heavy heart, from a presentiment that
this noble and most munificent donation will be filtered to no-
thing, and wasted upon hungry and worthless political jackals.

The only business accomplishéd in the House this day was
the settlement of the question that George W. Jones, the ex-
delegate of the Wisconsin Territory, should receive his pay for
mileage and attendance until the decision of the House against
him.
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Samson Mason, of Ohio, after a suspension of the rules,
offered a resolution that Jones was #of entitled to pay for his
travel and per diem wages; and supported it by a plausible
speech. He was sustained by his new colleague—who comes
in.the place of Elisha Whittlesey, resigned—Giddings, and op-
posed by Thomas, John Calhoun, Pope, who moved the previous
question, but withdrew it at the request of Biddle, who not
only took the same side, but spoke with harsh disapprobation
of the decision of the House against Jones, intimating that if
ke had been present the House would have been wiser. Jones
had taken time by the forelock, and got a check for his pay
without waiting for the decision of the House. Upon hearing
of which, Giddings wrote him a note informing him that he
should make a question in the House upon his right to pay.
Whereupon Jones returned the check to the Sergeant-at-Arms.
The House decided by yeas and nays—eighty-nine to ninety-
six—against Mason’s negative resolution, which the Speaker
declared he should consider as equivalent to a decision that
Mr. Jones was so entitled. Thomas moved a suspension of

. the rules to enable him to offer a resolution instructing the

Committee on the Judiciary to enquire into the expediency of
enacting a law limiting the time of any delegate from a Terri-
tory under any one election to serve only during the term of
one Congress. But the House refused.

Just after dinner I had a long visit from Dr. Chapin, the
President of the Columbian College, who came to ascertain if
the college could obtain any assistance from the Smithsonian
fund. His wish seemed to be that the Government should take -
the college under its own charge, as an appendage to the Smith-
sonian Institution. I said that, without knowing what were the
views of others, mine were that no part of the Smithsonian
fund should be applied to any school, college, university, or
seminary of education; but that equal care would be taken to
avoid doing any injury whatever to any such institution. He
said the condition of the college at present was such that unless
it could receive assistance from some quarter it must go down
and its concerns must be closed. They had been several years
struggling to raise a subscription from the Baptists throughout
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the United States to pay the debt of the college; but in ac-
complishing this they had failed. There had been a project for
transferring the whole concern to Richmond, Virginia, where
there was already a flourishing Baptist school; but the prin-
cipal difficulty in the way of that was that it might forfeit the
subscriptions which they had obtained to pay the debts here.

I said that if the Faculty thought there was any prospect
of their obtaining anything from the Smithsonian fund, they
might apply to the President of the United States, or to any
other member of the committee; and if there should be any
disposition in Congress to aid the college from the fund, I
would immediately withdraw from the committee and leave
the whole arrangement to be made by others. As I depre-
cated above all things the application of the funds to purposes
for the benefit of individuals, I had determined at least to be
disinterested myself, and would in no shape or form receive
one dollar of the fund to myself. And as the principal debt
of the Columbian College was to me, I could be instrumental
to no arrangement which would result in the payment of the
college debt from the Smithsonian fund.

He said he had conversed with Professor Ruggles on the
subject. They were aware that there was some delicacy in my
position with regard to the college debt; but they had ample
means for the payment of their debt, as preliminary to their
receiving any assistance from the Government.

I said that, at all events, it was a subject in which I could
have no agency, though if they should obtain encouragement
to their wishes from the President, or in Congress, I would
cheerfully withdraw from the committee.

The Doctor asked if I should be willing to receive any
further communication from him upon the subject.

I said, certainly, with pleasure, and with the best disposition
to do anything useful to the college in my power. I gave him
printed copies of the two messages of the President to the
Congress on this subject at the present session.

6th. Morning service at the Presbyterian Church. Heard
Mr. Dwight, a missionary recently arrived from Constantinople,
and who visited me with Mr. Noble, one of the Presbyterian
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clergymen of this city, on the New Year's day. His text was
from Matthew xiii. 38: “ The field is the world.” And the dis-
course, urgently mendicant, was a narrative of his experiences
as a missionary. He went from this country in 1830, and has
been eight years laboring faithfully in his vocation, and, as
he thinks, with encouraging success. But his account of the
several classes of population of the Turkish Empire was a
melancholy picture. They consist of Turks, Greeks, Arme-
nians, and Jews; of whom the Armenians are the best and the
Jews the worst. The success of the missionaries was confined
entirely to the Armenians, and amounted only to the conver-
sion of some of them from the Greek Church to evangelical
Christianity, or Presbyterianism. He spoke of the Turks as a
fair, open-hearted, hospitable, but desperately cruel people—
the cruelty being a part of their religion taught in the Koran.
Among the achievements of the missionaries there was one
seemingly strange. It was a translation of the Koran into
modern Greek, to circulate among the people and show them
the absurd abominations that it contains. Upon the whole,
what I gathered from the sermon was, that the sum total of
accomplishment by the missionaries in the Ottoman Empire is
the conversion of a small number of Armenian Christians of
the Greek Church into Christians of the Presbyterian Church.
For as to the Turks, apostasy from the faith of the Koran is
death ; and this law is inexorably executed to this day. And
as to the Jews, their hatred of all Christians is rancorous be-
yond conception ; and the account of the Greeks was nearly as
unfavorable. Now, as to contributions of money to convert
Armenian Christians to the Presbyterian creed to enlighten
their ignorance, there is in the last Emancipator a letter from
Gerrit Smith about two slaves escaped from a plantation in
Virginia—who were at his house on their way to Canada—
one forty-nine years old, and the other about thirty-five, the
latter of whom had never been in a house of public worship,
and never had heard of Jesus Christ. This is the fate of
millions of natives of our own country, and we are spunged J
for contributions to teach Armenian Christians evangelical
Presbyterianism.
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7th. Mr. Slade moved to take up his pending resolution for
the recognition of Hayti; but the House refused. The Speaker
called over the Territories and States for petitions, beginning
with Jowa. There were very few petitions excepting those
relating to the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade, and
although there were great numbers of these, the members who
presented them manifested not the slightest interest in them,
with the exception of Mr. Slade, who had very few, and
Edward Curtis, of New York, who, in presenting a petition
from that city, said that the first signer to it was William
Cullen Bryant. Of the other members charged with these
petitions, some sent all they had to the Clerk’s table at once,
others mumbled over the names of the first petitioner and
their numbers in a low, indistinct voice, so as not to be heard,
and all showed the most perfect indifference to their fate. I
presented myself one hundred petitions, ninety-five of which
were directly or indirectly upon the slavery topics. I named
in every case the first signer, the place and State from which
the petition came, and the number of signers to it. The pe-
titions varied much in their language, many of them avoiding
direct allusion to slavery, but praying for rights, and liberties,
and grievances, and the Declaration of Independence; but the
Speaker decided they must all go on the table by the general
order of the Atherton gag. The petitions were referred to
the Committee of Foreign Affairs, and in each case I moved
instructions that they should consider and report thereon.
" Dromgoole always moved a division of the question; the
reference to the committee was carried, and the instructions
refused. The petitions for the recognition of the republic of
Hayti were treated in the same manner. There was one
petition of John Stevenson and forty-six others, ironical and
bitterly sarcastic, the whole of which I read. Dromgoole
objected to its being received, as disrespectful to the House;
and the House refused to receive it, by veas and nays—twenty-
four to a hundred and seventeen. I moved that, to show what
it was that the House refused to receive, it should be entered
on the journal. The Speaker said it was not in possession of
the House, and therefore could not be entered on the journal.
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I then moved that it should be printed. The Speaker said it
would not be in order. .

There was a petition from the State of Maine, with seven
distinct prayers, five of which were the slavery interdicts,
then for the recognition of Hayti, and then to rescind the
gag. As this was the whole of the petition, I read it. Before
I had finished it, Virgil D. Parris enquired of the Speaker if
it was in order to read the petition. The Speaker said it
was not, and had been so repeatedly decided. I insisted that
I was only making a brief statement of its contents, and read
it through. I moved the reference to committees of the
prayers to recognize Hayti and to rescind the gag; but the
House refused both, and laid the whole on the table. 1 was
about an hour and a half in delivering all my petitions. There
was one from William Lloyd Garrison and sundry inhabitants
of Boston, praying for the removal of the seat of government
to some place north of the Potomac, where the Declaration
of Independence is not considered as a mere rhetorical flour-
ish. I alluded to a petition from the inhabitants of George-
town, presented at the last session, praying to be re-ceded to
the State of Maryland, and moved that Garrison’s petition
should be referred to a select committee with instructions to
enquire and report to the House their opinion of the consti-
tutional power of Congress to remove the seat of government
and to re-cede to the States of Virginia and Maryland their
respective portions of the territory of the District. I said it
was a grave and serious question, and, if Congress had the
power, this petition was an offer of compromise as a substitute
for the abolition of slavery in the District, which deserved to
be considered. But they laid the petition on the table. After
I finished, the States of New Hampshire and Maine were called,
and then a few straggling petitions from members who had
been absent from their seats when their States were called.

8th. At ten I met the Smithsonian Bequest Committee.
Present, Adams, Smith, Charles Shepard, Thompson, Ogle,
Holt, and Kennedy; absent, Garland, of Virginia, and Hunter, of
Ohio. There was more desultory conversation, and some ques-
tion made as to a boastifig passage or two in one of Mr. Rush’s
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letters, that he had avoided giving too much publicity to the
notice for illegitimate children of James Hungerford, the first
devisee of the whole property. Rush has been bitterly assailed
in the Gazette of the United States for this,and Thompson ex-
pressed some-suspicion of unfairness in the transaction, which
would vitiate the whole procedure, and so taint it that he would
not consent under it to take a dollar of the money. But the
decree of the Master of the Rolls was read; and the report of
the Master, to whom it had been referred, explicitly and posi-
tively declared that Hungerford died without issue, legitimate
or illegitimate; and Mr. Thompson waived all objection to

* further proceeding.

The Chairman of the committee was instructed to move in
the House that the memorial of Charles Lewis Fleischmann,
presented at this session and referred to this committee, should
be printed, and the drawings accompanying it lithographed for
the use of the House; and also to prepare a bill vesting the
whole Smithsonian fund in the Treasury of the United States,
pledging their faith to be responsible for it, and for the payment
of the yearly interest upon it at six per cent. Adjourned to
next Tuesday.

oth. After the reports of the committees, the resolution for
appointing a select committee of investigation on the Swart-
wout defalcations was resumed. The question was on the words
“by ballot,” in favor of which Mr. Bond finished his speech,
and Taylor, of New York, replied. After an abortive attempt
by Underwood to raise the previous question, Thomas took the
floor, and by a fervid appeal to all the party passions in support
of the appointment by the Speaker, finally closed by moving
to strike out “by ballot” and insert “viva voce.” His argu-
ment was for one thing, his motion for another. There is always
indirection in the movements of Thomas. Legaré obtained the
floor, and, it being past four, moved to adjourn; which was
carried.

I received at the House's post-office this morning a second
letter signed B. J. Convuld, dated the 7th instant, at Cumberland,
and postmarked there the same day, declaring that the writer
had not been able to reach this place by the 2d of this month,
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as he had promised in his former letter, because the Ohio had
been obstructed by ice; that he was detained at Cumberland
by a severe attack of rheumatism, but would be here on or
before the 15th, and repeats the threat of shooting me in the
presence of the House, or in the street. The signature is the
same as that of the former letter, the handwriting of the letter
itself different, and not so affectedly illiterate. I showed the
letter to Briggs and one or two other members of the Massa-
chusetts delegation, who thought of sending a trusty person to
Cumberland to see if this Sbirro cannot be detected. But I had
no confidence in this measure, and thought it not proper for
me to take part in it.

The members of the Massachusetts delegation had a meeting,
and concluded to send a messenger to Cumberland to ascertain
if such a person is or has been recently, there, as the writer
of the letter to me signed B. J. Convuld, and if it can be as-
certained at the post-office by whom, and when, the letter to
me from that place was mailed. I gave both the letters to Mr.
Hastings.

14th. Monday.—H. R. U. S. Harlan moves to take up the
resolution for appointing a committee to investigate the Swart-
wout defalcation; lost. The States called for resolutions, begin-
ning with Iowa. Sherrod Williams offers resolutions reflecting
upon the waste of time by Congress. Maclure moves to lay the
resolutions on the table. I raised the question of consideration
upon the precedent of last week, refusing to receive a petition
presented by me as disrespectful to the House ; yeas and nays
—consideration 7ow refused—sixty-six to ninety-three.

Elmore offers anti-abolition amendments to resolutions of-
fered last week by C. Cushing. Not in order as amendment.
Elmore withdraws, and then offers them as resolutions. I en-
quired if they were not included in the resolutions of 12th
December. The Speaker takes time to decide, and the resolu-
tions lie over.

Wise reads a letter from Lieutenant C. J. Hunter,and moves
a call on the Department of the Navy for documents affecting
Commodore Elliot. Rule suspended and resolution adopted.
Curtis’s resolution for printing two additional defalcations
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passed without opposition. Cushing presented resolutions con-
cerning the distribution of public lands; referred to the select
committee. Lincoln calls for information of the payment of
debts from Boston banks. My short resolution adopted with-
out opposition; also the petition of Anne Royall for a pension,
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. I asked
the Clerk for copies of the La Fayette and Smithsonian joint
resolutions.

15th. Meeting of the Smithsonian Committee. Present,
Adams, Thompson, Kennedy, Hunter. No quorum. Thomp-
son made objections to Mr. Rush’s proceedings to recover the
fund. The joint resolution constituting a joint committee su-
persedes the authority of the separate committee of the House.

H.R.U.S. Reports from committees. Cambreleng, from
the Committee of Ways and Means, moved that they be dis-
charged from the consideration of a letter to him from the
Secretary of the Treasury, with a report from the First Comp-
troller, calling for an explanatory Act of Congress to settle
numerous questions of duties under the Compromise Revenue
Act of February, 1833; and to refer it to the Committee of
Manufactures.

I objected to this motion, and it was withdrawn.

Reports of committees absorbed the hour. Connor in the
Speaker’s chair. Question upon the appointment of the Swart-
wout defalcation committee—Legaré, Cushing, Cushman, Hoff-
man, Thomas, Menifee, Prentiss, of Mississippi. Cushing’s
speech replied to remarks of Robertson upon the Speaker’s
appointment of him (Cushing) a member of the select Public
Land Committee. Underwood. Gratiot's defalcation. Under-
wood expatiates on the amendment of the Constitution pro-
posed by him, and moves an adjournment at half-past four;
carried.

17th. Met the Committee of Manufactures. Present, Adams,
Elmore, Vail, Naylor, Hunter, Tillinghast. Chairman instructed
to report a bill granting authority to Francis Gage to import
the iron materials for an iron vessel for ocean navigation, and to
the Apalachicola Joint Stock Company to import the materials
for four iron steamboats; and to ask to be discharged from the
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further consideration of the petition of William Colgate and 4 V.
others, praying for a duty upon starch, and that it be referred v

to the committee of the whole on the state of the Union, who
have referred to them the bill reported at the last session to
impose such a duty.

Howard, from the Committee of Foreign Affairs, moved to
reprint Legaré's report of the last session upon the petitions
for a Congress of nations. I moved as an amendment that the
memorial of Origen Bacheler and others, referred at this session,
and discussing the last year’s report of the committee, should
be printed with the report, and all recommitted to the com-
mittee. After some discussion with Howard, Legaré, and Cush-
ing, I withdrew the motion to recommit, and Petriken moved,
and carried—sixty-eight to fifty-seven—the previous question,
which cut off my motion to print Origen Bacheler’'s memorial.

Order of the day. Duncan took three hours and a half to
conclude his furious speech. He was immediately taken up
and severely castigated by Stanly, of North Carolina. Then
some warm debate. A question between Wise and the Speaker
upon the question if “viva voce,” as amendment to the amend-
ment “by ballot,” was in order—Wise insisting that it changed
a rule of the House, and therefore could not be moved with-
out one day’s notice. Wise appealed from the decision of the
Speaker. Linn Banks explained the practice in the Virginia
House of Delegates, to which W. Cost Johnson replied. Ken-
nedy. Motions to call the House, to adjourn, and for the
previous question, lost. Cambreleng finally moves viva voce
for taking first the question upon Wise’s amendment “ by ballot;"
carried—one hundred and thirteen to one hundred and five.
Then motion to adjourn—lost. Ballot commences for the
nine members at once; six chosen at the first ballot—Harlan,
Curtis, Wise, Smith, Dawson, Elmore. At the second ballot,
the other three—Hopkins, Hubley, and Cushman. Adjourned
at eleven p.M.

18th. H. R. U. S. Correction of the journal upon the state-
ment of the petltlons for the importation of iron free of duty for
ship-building. Elmore asks to be excused from serving on the

investigating committee, because he considers himself as too
YOL. X.—7

3
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independent and impartial. After a debate of an hour and a
half, he is excused. Then Cushman asks to be excused, be-
cause he is a particular friend of the Secretary of the Treasury,
and because of the multitude of his duties on the Committee
of Commerce. After an hour’s debate, he is excused. Then
Hubley asks to be_ excused, because he cannot attend the
committee, and because he was not chosen by the votes of his
friends. While the yeas and nays were taking, it was circu-
lated that he had received an appointment in Pennsylvania;
whereupon about twenty members changed their votes. Ex-
cused. Then a motion to ballot again immediately to fill up
the three vacancies. Crary moves to postpone till to-morrow.
Yeas and nays called, and Crary withdraws his motion. Call
of the House ordered, and then superseded. Second ballot.
Martin, of Alabama, Wagener, and Taylor, of New York, were
chosen. Taylor asked to be excused, but declined to give
his reasons now, and moved an adjournment to give them to-
! morrow.
1gth. v. 15. Saturday—H. R. U. S.” Taylor assigns his
reasons for asking to be excused. His incompetency, because
he is a.doctor, and not a lawyer. Hiram Gray supports his
colleague in a long and fervent speech. Hot debate. Wise,
Prentiss, Eli Moore. Yeas and nays—one hundred and two to
one hundred and two. Speaker decides in favor of excusing
him. Then Wagener asks to be excused, because he was not
chosen by the votes of his own party. Eli Moore says that no
Democrat will serve upon the committee unless chosen by the
Democracy of the House, or he would be a traitor to his party.
Bynum and Wise. Jenifer, Bynum, and Stanly. Heat. W.
Cost Johnson, after a speech, moves the previous question;
carried. Wagener is not excused—one hundred and five to
one hundred and two. Then Martin claims to be excused,
being already a member of two committees. Mias excuses
himself; but net without making a speech. Two vacancies to
be filled. Hunter, of Ohio, moved a reconsideration of the vote
refusing to excuse Wagener. Not now in order. Ballot to
supply the places of Taylor and Martin. Two hundred and
one ballots. Owens has one hundred and three; Foster, one
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hundred and one; Hamer, ninety; Thomas, eighty-four. The
Democracy of the House, as Eli Moore calls them, wanted
Hamer and Thomas, a pair of County Court pettifoggers, but
could not carry the votes (by ballot) of their own party.
Thomas had ninety, and Hamer eighty-four votes. One ticket
had three names upon it, and the tellers rejected it as a blank,
and were sustained by the Speaker.

Toucey said to me that the decision of the Speaker was
wrong, for it should have counted as a ticket, making the
whole number two hundred and two, in which case Foster
would not have had a majority, and would not have been
chosen.

Hunter, of Ohio, renewed his motion to reconsider the
vote refusing to excuse Wagener. Sherrod Williams moved
the previous question. Evans moved to lay the motion on the
table. Dromgoole, and afterwards Duncan, moved to adjourn,
and for a call of the House, and for yeas and nays, and for
tellers; all which were refused, and Hunter’s motion to recon-
sider was laid on the table—one hundred and three to sixty-six.

Wise then asked leave to offer a resolution authorizing
the committee to employ a clerk, a printer to print necessary
papers, to go to New York or elsewhere, if necessary, and the
members to be absent from the service of the House till they
make their report.

Beatty and Haynes objected. .

Wise moved a suspension of the rules; and it was carried
—one hundred and twelve to thirty-two. On the resolution,
Harlan moved the previous question; and it was carried, and
the yeas and nays refused. The resolution was carried. Petri-
ken voted for it; moved a reconsideration, withdrew his motion,
and gave notice that he would move it on Monday. Wise im-
mediately moved it himself, called the previous question him-
self, and carried it; and the reconsideration was rejected.
Adjourned about eight o’clock.

21st. V. Monday—H. R. U. S. Petition day. I asked leave
to make a statement; granted—one hundred and seventeen
to fifty-eight. The Clerk first counted one hundred and fifteen
to fifty-eight—mistake corrected. Made my statement, and

02657 {
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presented one hundred and seventy-five petitions. Vermont.
Resolutions. Debate. Adjourned at four.

23d. My statement made on Monday is in the Intelligencer
of this morning, with a list of petitions, from one hundred and
sixty to three hundred and thirty-six. H. R.U.S. Petriken
moved a reconsideration of the vote of yesterday to lay the
Land Graduation bill from the Senate on the table. Haynes
moved to suspend the rules for a motion to go into committee
of the whole on the state of the Union upon the President’s
message—one hundred and one to fifty-three; not two-thirds.

24th. v. 30. Thursday.—Committee of Manufactures. Adams,
Slade, Vail. Edward Cook addressed the committee on the
petition for a duty of twenty-five per cent. ad valorem on pins;
and the Chairman was instructed to report a section to that
effect as an amendment to the bill for laying a duty upon starch;
also a section authorizing John Calhoun to import, free of duty,
iron for four steamboats, and to ask to be discharged from the
consideration of the resolution offered by O. Titus, and move
its reference to the Committee of Ways and Means. H.R.U.S.
Clowney, from the Committee on the Expenditures of the War
Department, reported a resolution to demand payment of eight
hundred dollars allowed by the present Secretary of War to
Samuel Lewis for copying—extra service in that Department
in 1818; and, if he does not repay, that the Attorney-General
be directed to commence a suit to recover the money. De-
bate thereon. McKay opposes the report. Clowney's speech.
Everett moves to recommit the report. I made a few remarks
in support of this motion, in the midst of which Howard calls
for the orders of the day.

The House went into committee of the whole House on the
state of the Union on the message of P. U. S. and Haynes’s
thirteen resolutions. I was Chairman. Some question of order.
Cushing wanted to make a speech on the resolution of refer-
ence to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, but was not ready.
He asked to have that resolution laid aside and the next taken
up. But Howard objected, and it was required by the rules to
proceed first with the resolutions in their order. Ten of the
resolutions were adopted, the eleventh rejected. Everett made
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speeches on that relating to Indian Affairs, and that relating
to the Post Office, but without moving any amendment. Sam-
son Mason made a speech on the decision of the Supreme
Court in favor of Stockton and Stokes, and Crary, of Michigan,
commenced a speech in answer to him and to Bell. The com-
mittee rose about four o’clock, and I reported the ten resolutions
adopted by the committee ; which were immediately passed by
the House. I reported the rejection of the eleventh reso-
lution; but the Speaker said that was not necessary. Ad-
journed. .

25th. H. R.U.S. Further debate on the resolution reported
by Clowney from the Committee on the Expenditures of the
War Department. I finished my remarks. Mr. Lewis had
called me out to thank me for what I had said yesterday, and
to ask my aid again this day. moved to lay the report
on the table; which was done. Cushman moved to discharge
the committee of the whole on the Union from the Light-
house bill and refer it back to the Committee of Commerce.
I enquired why. He said the committee had received other
applications for light-houses, and wished to amend their bill.
Objection was made to the recommitment, and it was observed
that the committee might offer any amendment to their bill
and have it referred to the same committee of the whole which
have the bill for consideration. I said, after what had been
said by the Chairman of the Committee of Commerce, I trusted
his object was not to take the bill from the committee of the
whole to suppress it.

Cambreleng complained of the enormous expense of the
light-house establishment; said that more than one million
two hundred thousand dollars had been expended upon it
within the last two years, and that their cost in the four or five
last exceeded the amount of all that had been spent before
upon them since the existence of the Government. The com-
mittee of the whole were discharged from the consideration of
the bill. Private business was taken up, after an amendment
to the rules, proposed by F. Thomas, had been adopted, that
on the first and fourth Friday of every month the House will
take up private bills only which occasion no debate, postponing
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all others. The House went three times into committee of the
whole, McKennan, Ingham, and Dromgoole successively in the
chair, and swept off a hundred and fifty-two private bills from
the calendar, all of which were in the House ordered to be
" engrossed for a third reading to-morrow; among them were
the bills for the relief of the legal representatives of William
Tudor, Jr., and for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell. An effort
was made to go into committee of the whole again upon fifty
bills which still remained on the calendar; but there was no
quorum. A call of the House was moved, and failed, and
about six the House adjourned.

26th. vi. Saturday—Edward Cook’s visit. Goes with me to
the Capitol. Meeting of joint Smithsonian Committee. Present,
Senators Robbins, Preston, Benton, Southard; of the House,
Adams, Garland, Thompson, Hunter, of Ohio, Charles Shepard.
Robbins presents his project. I offer three resolutions. Thomp-
son makes a question upon the acceptance of the money, on
the ground of fraud upon the English Court of Chancery in
obtaining the money. Committee agree to meet on Wednes-
days and Saturdays at ten o’clock; to move the House to
print Mr. Robbins’s papers and my resolutions, and a joint
resolution authorizing the committee to employ a clerk and to
print necessary papers. "H. R. U. S. Call for reports from
committees. I moved the printing of the papers from the joint
committee, and also the joint resolution authorizing the com-
mittee to employ a clerk and to print the necessary papers;
adopted without opposition. On the call of the Committee of
Manufactures, I moved an amendment to Bill 862, for levying
a duty on starch, to levy a duty of twenty-five per cent. ad va-
lorem upon pins, to be moved as a second section to the bill
when taken up in committee of the whole. A motion to print
ten thousand copies of a report from the Committee of Ways
and Means on the condition of the Treasury was debated. ]J.
Sergeant had obtained the floor for a speech against the report,
but Sergeant was arguing a cause to the Supreme Court, and
a motion was made to postpone the subject till next Tuesday
to accommodate him. Debate arose till the expiration of the
hour, and Evans called for the orders of the day. Bills at the
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third reading. Desultory debate. No quorum. Call of the
House till a bare quorum is obtained. Bills passed to the third
reading yesterday taken up, read by their title, and passed—
among them the bill for the relief of the legal representatives
of William Tudor and that for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell.
Adjourned at five. Evening at the theatre. Henry IV,
abridged to three acts. Hackett’s Falstaff. Murdoch, Prince
Hal. Mrs. Sharpe’s benefit. Pieces—*“Day after the Wed-
ding,” “Dix Jours de Mariage,” “The Ransom,” “ Adventure
of President Montesquieu.”

27th. Call on Mrs. Tudor. She had been informed by her
grandson, Charles T. Stewart, of the passage of the bill for the
relief of her son William's legal representatives through the
House yesterday. Mrs. Stewart and Miss Gardiner came in
from church. Mrs. and Miss Gilpin. Mrs. Stewart took me
into the adjoining dining-room to enquire if it would not be
well now for her mother to petition for #ke outfiz. 1 thought it
would be better for her to wait till the bill now just passed in
the House shall get through the Senate. Well, she said, she
had heard I should be Chairman of the Committee of Foreign
Affairs at the next session of Congress. It is too far to look
forward.

28th. Call to see a young man, a carpenter, who was hurt by
running against one of my horses in the carriage in the rain on
Saturday morning. It was a merciful Providence that he was
not run over. His name is Dufief, nineteen or twenty years
old, the only son of his mother, whom I saw.

Taylor's bookstore, for a copy of Bancroft’s History of the
United States, advertised last week. He said he had had but
nine copies; all which were sold.

H. R.U.S. Haynes moved to suspend the rules for a reso-
lution to go into committee of the whole on the state of the
Union upon the President’s message; rejected. Resolutions
called for, beginning with Maine. I offered a resolution re-
quiring the members of the House to produce their creden-
tials before taking their seats, and providing that in cases of
contested elections no member shall vote till the House have
decided to which of the claimants the seat belongs. Debate
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arises, and my resolution lies over. Everett offers a bill on
the same subject. Multitudes of resolutions offered, till the
adjournment, at five o’clock. Theatre. “St. Mary's Eve.”
Céleste the Saltatress. Excellent actress. Le Normand, La
Cachuca, L'Hirondelle. A farce.

29th. H. R. U. S. Cambreleng moves to strike out a note
at p. 17 from the printed report from the Committee of Ways
and Means on the condition of the Treasury. R. Biddle moves
an amendment, to recommit the report to strike out the nu-

" merous errors which it contains. Biddle censures very severely

the report. Pickens approves the recommitment, and passes a
high panegyric on the principles of the report.

soth. H. R. U. S. The Speaker read a letter from Hubley,
of Pennsylvania, announcing that he has resigned his seat in the
House. Mr. Haynes immediately moved to go into committee
of the whole House on the state of the Union upon the message;
which was carried without opposition. Crary, who had the
floor, resumed his speech, and raved about two hours upon De-
mocracy and the Jackson Administration; and, after he closed,
Waddy Thompson took the floor and moved that the commit-
tee should rise; which was done; and the House adjourned.

February 6th. Wednesday—Meeting of the joint Smithson
Committee. I offered five resolutions against the appropriation
of any part of the fund to any institute of education. Very
little discussed. Mr. Robbins is to report a bill constituting a
board of trustees, on commission to report a plan for the appli-
cation of the fund to the next Congress.

H. R.U.S. Haynes moved again a suspension of the rules
to offer a resolution to discharge the committee of the whole
on the Union from the President’s message, to take it up in
the House; lost—seventy-five to fifty-nine; not two-thirds.

8th. v. Friday.—Meeting of the Massachusetts delegation—
J. Davis, Adams, Borden, Briggs, Calhoun, Cushing, Fletcher,
Grennell, Hastings, Parmenter, Reed. Mr. Fletcher said Col-
onel Thayer had seen the Secretary of War, who would recom-
mend an appropriation of sixty-five thousand dollars for fortifi-
cations in Boston harbor. I was charged to see Cambreleng
and arrange with him the manner of introducing it. I saw
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him. He said Wright would introduce it as'an amendment in
the Army bill passed the House yesterday.

H. R. U. S. Robertson continued his speech on his reso-
lutions offered as an amendment to W. Cost Johnson’s report
of the great Land Committee of twenty-six. Yell offered
an amendment to the amendment. Orders of the day. Pri-
vate bills. Sundry passed, others rejected. Reconsiderations
moved. Notice from A. Robbins postponing till Wednesday
the next meeting of the Smithson Committee, and I notified
the members of the Committee of Manufactures. ]

oth. Committee of Manufactures— Adams, Naylor, Slade,
Kennedy, Tillinghast, Elmore; absent, Biddle, Hunter, Vail.
Senate bill No. 224 to be reported to the House, with an
amendment. A third section, to refund duties paid on railroad
fastenings. The letter from W. to B. F. Howard, praying
for a repeal of the duty on cotton, three cents a pound, laid on
the table. Elmore says he has no objection to the bill. Pe-
tition of T. D. Annable and others for a duty on starch. To
move the discharge of the committee and reference to the
committee of the whole on the Union upon the bill. Petition
for a duty on ready-made sails; laid on the table. H. R.U.S.
Robertson continues his speech on his resolutions concerning
the public lands. Orders of the day. Private business. Rum-
sey’s beautiful speech. I reported Senate bill 224, with the
additional section,

23d. H. R. U.S. Senate bill for the armed occupation of
Florida. Robertson moves to lay it on the table; lost, by
yeas and nays—ninety-one to ninety-four. Orders of the day.
Committee of the whole on the Union, Banks in the chair.
Garland, of Virginia, makes a speech of three hours—inde-
pendent, patriotic, self-defensive, conservative—against the Sub-
Treasury, and against the Whigs. Followed by Underwood,
full of statistics and political economy; and by Halsey, peck-
ing at petty malversations. I left the House in session, and
went and dined with Mr. and Mrs. Poinsett. Barron, N. Biddle,
Bracy, an Englishman, Fox, Mr. Louis, General Macomb, and
D. Webster. General Scott came in from the North while we
were at table.
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25th. H. R. U.S. Resolution day. Cambreleng moves to
suspend the rules to receive reports of committees. I asked
leave to offer three resolutions for amendments to the Consti-
tution to abolish slavery, and a petition of John Jay and forty-
three citizens of New York ; but the question was put on Cam-
breleng’s motion; the rules were suspended, the committees
reported, and the House went into committee of the whole
on the Union on the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill.
No quorum. Committee finally rise. Adjournment at one A.M.

26th. H. R. U. S. Committee of the whole on the Unidn,
Banks in the chair. Message from P. U. S. on the Northeastern
boundary. Message and documents —Howard, Waddy Thomp-
son, Evans. Petriken moves the previous question; withdraws
it. J. Q. A., Lincoln, Cushing, Pickens, J. Sergeant, Everett—
previous question. Message referred to Committee of Foreign
Affairs, with permission to sit during the sitting of the House.
Motions to print extra copies. Harlan moves to suspend the
rules, to present the Swartwout defalcation committee report
—eighty-one to fifty-six; not two-thirds. Committee of the
whole on the Union again. Ogle repeats his speech on the
branch mints. Bynum snarls a reply. The bill reported to
the House at ten .M. Home at eleven p.m. :

27th. vir. Wednesday—H. R. U. S. Harlan presents the
report of the Swartwout and Price defalcations committee.
. Owens presents the minority report. Petriken demands the
reading of the whole; but compounds for a bargain—no part
of them should be read. Twenty thousand copies of the
report and five thousand copies of the journal to be printed.
Hiland Hall presents a report from a select committee against
Virginia commutation claims. All Virginia in a flame. Motion
to print postponed. Civil and Diplomatic Expenditure bill”
passed to the third reading, and passed. Motion to meet for
the rest of the session at ten A.M. daily, and to take a recess
from three to half-past four. Three messages from P. U. S.
Memorandum between J. Forsyth and II. S. Fox to pacify the
fray between Maine and New Brunswick. Bill of appropria-
tions to suppress Indian hostilities in Florida.

28th. H. R. U. S. Hiland Hall’s report read till the expira-
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tion of the ‘morning hour. Report and bill of the Committee
of Foreign Affairs. I proposed a slight amendment to the
report; debate thereon. . My amendment adopted. Ten thou-
sand copies of the message, documents, report, and bill to be
printed under the direction of the committee.

March 1st. H. R. U. S. Reading of Hiland Hall's report
on Virginia commutation claims the first hour. Repeated at-
tempts to suspend the reading fail. Wise insists. Second
whole hour absorbed. At eleven, committee of the whole on
the state of the Union. Report and bill of the Committee
of Foreign Affairs on the Northeastern boundary. Quarrel.
Howard. Robertson makes and withdraws an amendment.
Long speech against the bill by R. Biddle. Howard answers.
Evans replies. Recess. Letters to W. L. Marcy and W. Page.
Evans resumes.

3d. vir. Sunday—H. R. U. S. Disagreement between the
two Houses on the proviso to the appropriation for printing
the Biennial Register by contract to the lowest bidder. Bond
moves to adhere; Rives, to recede—which takes precedence;
rejected, by yeas and nays—ninety-three to eighty. Bond
modifies to insist ; carried. Senate insist again, and ask a con-
ference. Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. Committee
of the whole on the Union, Briggs in the chair. Lincoln con-
cludes his speech on the item of one hundred and seventy-two
thousand for the Massachusetts claim. Amendment of Senate
non-concurred in. Committee of the whole. Recess. Letter
to Charles. Massachusetts claim rejected—eighty-three to
sixty-three.



CHAPTER XX
THE TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.

MaRrcH 23d, 1839.—I have determined to accept the invita-
tion of the New York Historical Society, to deliver, if I possibly
can, an address before them on the 3oth of next month, the
fiftieth anniversary of the inauguration of George Washington as
first President of the United States. I have brought myself to
this conclusion with extreme repugnance, and under a sense of
obligation to that Society which I cannot repress. The subject
is rugged with insurmountable difficulties. My reputation, my
age, my decaying faculties, have all warned me to decline the
task. Yet I cannot resist the pressing and repeated invitations
of the Society. The day was a real epocha in our history ; but
to seize, and present in bold relief, all its peculiar characters,
would require a younger hand and a brighter mind.

25th. Called on the Secretary of the Treasury at his office in
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