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SPACE

" ACADEMY
the
university

of the
planets

There is no lemp in the tralmng of the Cadets of Space
Academy. Intense pk develops the bodies of
Space Cadets to stand up under the severe strain of space
travel. Continuous classroom study trains their minds for the
great problems that flight through the cold distances between
the stars presents. Constant practice with complicated ma-
chinery and controls develops instinctive dexterity in handling
the giant spaceships.
Q And finally a day comes when Space Cadets are trusted to
i y take a space cruiser off the earth without the strict supervision
gk of an officer of Space Academy!
Here, Tom, Astro and Roger are at the controls of the Polaris
—as they blast spaceward, for the first time on their own!
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NEL § EAR-PIERCING SHRIEK OF A
| SPACESHIP OUT OF CONTROL SHATTERS
USUAL ROUTINE AT THE SPAGEPORT..
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GET EVERYONE
OFF THE FIELD!

s FASTY A r

. o/ /-1* ;1

SOUND THE lLARH!v WHAT'S THE
WE'LL NEED EVERY MATTER WITH
MAN WE CAN GET THAT PILOT?
FOR RESCUE HAS HE GONE
WORK!

b e gm v S TR bd Gl il R DIED OO W O U 2 N
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AS THE SCREAM OF THE EMERGENCY ALARM SHEEFd
THROUGH THE GROUNDS,CLASSROOMS AND DORMI-

s i

i

TORIES OF SPACE ACADEMY. .. -

——

i A /

WE'LL SOON FIND

r
IMPS OF SPAGE! OUT' LET'S BLAST

WHAT'S HAPPENED? £

IT'S THE SPACEPORT \

EMERGENCY SIGNAL!

HEAD FOR RESCUE
STATIONS!

e i ¥ ¥

THERE'S YOUR ANSWER,ASTRO?!
A SPACESHIP JUST BLEW UP
AT THE SPACEPORT!

PLEASE DON'T SELL THESE SCANS
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HURRY UP, YOU SPACE
CRAWLERS'! WE'VE GOT
TO WALK INTO THATY

Y THERE WON'T BE SRS / TAKE THE THIRD SHIP,

ANY THING ALIVE (T8 SPACE CADETS' THE

IN THERE BY THE @\ OTHERS HAD NO

MESS TO LOOK FOR /; TIME WE GETINTO QL) Passencers: R
SURVIVORS' d. ONE OF THOSE “$

A 5H1P5!’ .. %

STICK CLOSE

| -
F =7 |
b WHAT A MESS ' THIS SHIP i g R F a1 Gl

MUST HAVE SMASHED HEAD- . - .
L\ ON INTO THE SPACEPORT ! ! L el THROUGH THIS SHIP!

TOM,GET THE SAFETY SHEET!?

; HE'S KNOCKED COLD, BUT STOP BLOWING
THERE'S SOMEONE IN HERE?

ALIVET LET'S GET HIM N YOUR FUSES!
OUT OF HERE BEFORE THE I'M WORKING

SMOKE SUFFOGATES HIM! AS FAST AS i
‘ I CANT [




e ——

| CHECKED THROUGH (/ REPORT TO
THE REST OF THE THE OFFIGER
SHIP.. HE WAS THE IN CHARGE,
ONLY ONE ABOARD'’ ROGER... AND
-t ~ MEET US AT
' "" R THE FIRST-

MD STATIONT
\\ 'jn ;

1 CAN'T DELAY, COMMANDER. . ARKWRIGHT. .
SPACE CADET! TELL HIM... I'M SORRY

IT MEANS SPACEBLINDNESS GOT
SAVING HIS ME... COULDN'T SEE

INSTRUMENTS. ..
DIDN'T KNOW — = —

W L3 m——

HE'LL BE ALL RIGHT,
SPACE CADETS' I'LL PUT
HIM INTO A HEALING SLEEP
---AND HE'LL BE AS
GOOD AS NEW WHEN

HE WAKES UP!

BUT HE'LL SLEEP

FOR DAYS,DOCTOR!

IF HE'S THE PILOT---
COMMANDER

ARKWRIGHT wiLL

WANT TO QUESTION
HIM T

SPACEBLINDNESS!
SO THAT'S WHAT
GCAUSED THE

%\ ACCIDENT!

L WISH 1'D COME SOONER'

NOW WE'LL HAVE TO WAIT
T0 FIND OUT WHAT CAUSED
THE ACCIDENT?”

e,

HE TOLD ME

BEFORE HE

FELL ASLEEP,
SIR'

WELL, I HOPE THAT
INFORMATION HELPS
COMMANDER ARKWRIGHT.
HE'LL HAVE TO WAIT
FOR THIS MAN TO
WAKE UP BEFORE
FURTHER QUESTIONING.

™ & HE MENTIONED
1, ’gh SPACEBLINDNESS,

SPACE -
BLINDNESS?
ANOTHER ONE'




DID YOU...DID YOU
SAY ANOTHER
ONE, SIR ?

THE

YES, I DID,CADET
CORBETT' BY THE
RINGS OF SATURN,

SOLAR GUARD

MUST TAKE IMMEDIATE
ACTION TO PUT A
STOP TO THIS
SITUATION'

=

HOW CAN THE SOLAR GUARD 1I'LL EXPLAIN

CURE SPACEBLINDNESS,SIR? LATER, ASTRO.
ISN'T THAT SOMETHING THE GET CAPTAIN
SPACE MEDICINE DEPART- STRONG AND
MENT SHOULD HANDLE ™ REPORT TO

ME AT MY
OFFICE AT

AT L 4
e \ §i
4 '.'_
1 -,-,-’J:" : .ﬂ
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COMMANDER ARKWRIGHT \\\g WE'LL SOON
LOOKED REAL MAD WHEN W KNOW,ASTRO'
HE TALKED ABOUT SPACE- ) GET CAPTAIN
BLINDNESS. I WONDER STRONG AND
WHAT'S UP? &Y MEET US AT THE
s _ L ACADEMY. WE'LL
R - STOW AWAY THE
: EQUIPMENT'

..---"""""‘

DON'T TELL ME
YOURE GETTING
ANOTHER ONE

I DON'T LIKE THE
SOUND OF IT, ROGER.
THE COMMANDER

MENTIONED OTHER OF TDUH'
CASES...AND 1 SPACEMAN S
THOUGHT SPACEBLIND - HUNCRES'!

NESS WAS SOMETHING
THE MEDICS LICKED A

. LONG TIME AGO?

THAT WRECK ISN'T A
MUNCH, ROGER!IT'S
PRETTY REAL
TOO REAL!
I"""-n-.__

¥

ACCIDENTS WILL
HAPPEN! THAT
DOESN'T MEAN
YOU HAVE TO
START BLOWING
SPACE BUBBLES!

FPACE

ACADEMY

| HEARD WHAT YOU SAID,ROGER.
I'M AFRAID TOM IS RIGHT? WE VE
GOT TROUBLE .. PLENTY OF IT!
BUT 1'LL LET COMMANDER ARK-
WRIGHT TELL YOU ABOUT IT "




Y BUT THERE'S
PLENTY OF

VITA Q ON
VENUS,SIR! /'

SPACEBLINDNESS IS
PREVENTED BY VITAQ,
AS YOUKNOW ... THE
WAY CARROTS
PREVENT NIGHT-
BLINDNESS.

PLENTY ON VENUS,YES'
BUT NONE HERE’ OUR
SUPPLIES FROM VENUS
HAVE NOT BEEN COMING
THROUGH'

e ]
1 DON'T UNDER-
STAND IT! WHEN
WE WERE THERE
LAST TIME, THE
SWAMP PEOPLE
WERE VERY

ANX IOUS TO TRADE
WITH US?

THE SWAMP PEOPLE HAVE
STOPPED TRADING WITHOUR
PEOPLE" WE DONT KNOW WHY. ..
BUT TRADERS WHO USED TO GO INTO
THE SWAMP FORESTS FORVITAQ
DON'T DARE GO NOW' TOO MANY
OF THEM HAVE BEEN KILLED'

L ef

1 AM ORDERING YOU AND
YOUR SPACE CADET SQUADRON
TO 60 TO VENUS, CAPTAIN
STRONG' | WANT YOU TO
GO INTO THE SWAMPS . ..

THERE MUST BE SOME
GOOD REASON,SIR! I
WAS BORN ON VENUS...

I KNOW THE SWAMP PEOPLE!
THEY BELIEVE IN JUSTICE

AND FAIR PLAY!

MAYBE, ASTRO,
MAYBE' ALL I
KNOW IS THAT
THEY'RE ON
THE WARPATH ==
AND WE'RE
SUFFERING
FROM SPACE-
BLINDNESS AS
A RESULT!

FIND OUT WHAT IS THE
REASON FOR THIS WAR

THE SWAMP PEOPLE AGAINST K

US...AND SETTLE THE

TROUBLE' REMEMBER-

WE MUST HAVE VITA Q
AT ALL COSTS?

1 UNDERSTAND,
SIR! WE SHALL
BLAST OFF
FOR VENUS

!
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DURING THE LAST THREE
WEEKS' THEY'VE KILLED
SEVERAL SWAMP TRADERS!

PREPARE THE POLARIS AYE,AYE,
FOR BLAST OFF,TOM 1'LL CAPTAIN
JOIN YOU AT THE STRONG'
SPACEPORT'
G
! y ‘{
7 : | .
Y/
‘ \ & .'1!“.*.; i
| .
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SO WE THOUGHT...BUT THEY WE SHALL
HAVEN'T BEEN PEACEFUL BE CAREFUL,

BLAST OFF WHEN
READY, CADET
CORBETT®

YOU KNOW THAT THE SWAMP
FORESTS OF VENUS HAVE NEVER
BEEN EXPLORED, STEVE. THE ORIGINAL
VENUSIANS WHO LIVE THERE ARE A
STRANGE AND MYSTERIOUS RACE

BUT
THEY'RE
A PEACE-

FUL
PEOPLE,
SIR!

SPACEMAN'S LUCK
TO YOU, CAPTAIN
STRONG'

STAND BY FORE AND AFT!
BLAST OFF IN FIVE SECONDST
FOUR. THREE. TwO

ONE ZERCOY

R e el
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THANK YOU,SIR?
| HOPE WE

WON T NEED
ITY




WITH A FLAMING ROAR, SKYWARD AND SPACE-
WARD SHOT THE POLARIS !

WHILE TOM STANDS BY AT THE PILOT
CONTROLS, WE 'RE GOING TO STUDY
EVERY BIT OF INFORMATION WE HAVE
ON THE SWAMPS OF VENUS.

YOU RE LUCKY, ASTRO' YOU NEVER MIND
WON'T HAVE TO DO ANY THE SPACE-
STUDYING AT ALL ... SINGE JOKES,ROGER!
YOU'RE A VENUSIAN SWAMP YOUR LIFE
WORM TO BEGIN WITH, WILL DEPEND
- ON WHAT YOU
KNOW ABOUT

THE SWAMPS ..

YOU VENUSIAN
MUD MONKEY'

WHY, YOU
BIG BAG

OF SPAGE-
GAS !

STAND BY
YOUR STATIONS'
WE'RE LANDING

ON VENUS'

600D WORK,
TOM® NOW LET'S
GO ASHORE AND
SEE WHAT KIND
OF WELCOME
AWAITS US®

SOFT AS A FEATHER,SIR'
TOUCHDOWN AND LAND-
ING COMPLETE?

g

i




EVERYTHING IS WHAT DID YOU
AS QUIET AS THE EXPECT,ROGER"®

SPACEWAYS!

'!'

A PARADE"

NOW I KNOW WHY ASTRO IS
SUCH A GROUCH! LOOK AT THESE
VENUSIAN SWAMPERS ...YOU'D
THINK IT COSTS THEM SOME-
THINK TO CRACK A SMILE?

THEY DO
APPEAR

G

Y gt
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| WELL,WELL! LOOK
AT THE SPAGE

MEROES’ NOW ALL
OUR TROUBLES
WILL CLEAR UP!

SURE,THEY'LL

SMILE AT THE
SWAMPIES ---AND
/A EVERYTHING WILL
BE FINE AGAIN'

AND WHAT'S
YOUR WAY OF

HANDLING THE
NATIVES OF THE
SWAMPS ?

WHY DON'T YOU SPACE
SOLDIERS LET US HANDLE
THE SWAMPIES OUR WAY’
WE'D SOON MAKE THEM
BEHAVE !

THEY WON'T TRADE WITH US.
OR EVEN LET US INTO THE
SWAMPS! | SAY WE GO IN
THERE AND BLAST THEM
INTO SPACEDUST!

SURE.. AND
HAVE A NICE
HUNDRED YEAR
WAR ON OUR

THE SOLAR GUARD IS HERE WAIT
TO TAKE CHARGE OF THIS UNTIL
TROUBLE WITH THE SWAMP YOU MEET
NATIVES. AND YOU BETTER THE
REMEMBER THAT'! THERE WILL SWAMPIES
BE NO SHOOTING... NO KILLING YOU'LL
AND NO THREATS' CHANGE

YOUR MIND!




COME ON, SPACE GADETS! THE
SUPPLIES WE SPACEGRAMMED
FOR SHOULD BE READY FOR US!

RECKON YOU'RE GCAPTAIN STRONG! I'M

SAM JERVIS,SIR. CHIEF TRADER AROUND
TMESE PARTS. 1'VE GOT ALL THE SUPPLIES L

YOU ORDERED READY FOR YOU!

I CAN,SIR. THEY EARN
THEIR LIVING TRADING
WITH THE SWAMPIES == =
AND NOW, FOR NO REASON,
THE SWAMPIES STOPPED
TRADING . MORE THAN THAT

_THE SWAMPIES HAVE
KILLED SOME OF OUR MEN

WHEN THEY WENT INTO
- THE SWAMP I

MAYBE YOU CAN
TELL ME WHY

ALL THESE MEN
ARE SO ANXIOUS
TO SHOOT UP
THE SWAMP
PEOPLE"?

AGREED ,NOTHING!
THET SCOUNDREL
JERVIS IS FORCING
ME TO GUIDE YE'ON
ACGOUNT OF 1 OWE
HIM MONEY !

MOSSBACK BILL
AGREED TO BE
YOUR GUIDE,

CAPTAIN STRONG!

THERE'S YOUR BOAT,

. SIR THE FOOD AND THE

SUPPLIES ARE PACKED
ON BOARD !

GLAD? 1 BEEN IN THESE
SWAMPS FOR MANY YEARS,
SON! ONE THING I LEARNED
. WYEN THE SWANPIES

1'D THINK YOU
WOULD BE GLAD
TO GET THIS JOB...

EO ON THE WARPATH, STAY
OUT OF THE FORBIDDEN
: FOREST 7




MOW ABOUT CUTTING OUT YOU WOULD, ROGER IS
TME SPACE CHATTER AND TOO, ROGER,IF RIGHT, ASTRO,
GETTING STARTED® THMESE YOU KNEW A WE DON'T HAVE
VENUSIAN SWAMP CRAWLERS ] LITTLE MORE ANY TIME TO
SCARE PRETTY EASY! ABOUT THESE WASTE.PREPARE

: SWAMP FORESTS! T0 CAST OFF" /
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J'.‘"?“.‘ HUH...HUH' 1 HAVEN'T SEEN A THING

M4 10 BE SCARED OF YET ' I'M EVEN
< iy A BEGINNING TO ENJOY THE QUIET

WE'RE USED TO
DANGER, MR.

JERVIS. THANK
YOU FOR YOUR
HELP... AND
GOOD-BYE’

I WISHI COULD
CONVINGE YOU NOT TO
60, CAPTAIN STRONGT
IT'S DANGEROUS . ..

WE'RE GOING IN DEEPER. .. BAH' YOU

WAIT UNTIL WE REACH THE SPACEGOOFS

INNER SWAMPS,ROGER ' ARE TRYING TO

THAT'S THE FORBIDDEN SCARE ME! WHAT'S
FOREST® GONNA HAPPEN

WHEN WE GET
THERE ?
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WHAT DOES THIS
MEAN,MOSSBACK

RECKON THIS IS AS FAR AS
WE KIN 60! THAT SPEARIS
A WARNING FOR US NOT TO
GO ANY DEEPER INTO THE

FORBIDDEN FOREST!

WHY DON'T WE MAKE CAMP
HERE,SIR? PERHAPS THE
SWAMP PEOPLE WILL COME
TO SPEAK WITHUS?

1 SAY WE GO RIGHT
INTO THE SWAMP AND
SHOW THEM WE'RE
NOT AFRAID! GO
ON-=~O0W!

SOUNDS LIKE A
GOOD IDEA *

WHAT DO YOU
SAY, SPACE
CADETS ?

LOOK OUT,ROGER !
YOU HIT THE
RELEASE BRAKE!

AND WHAT ARE THEY
GOING TO DO IF WE PAY
NO ATTENTION TO THE

WARNING?

1 THINK THAT'S THE
BEST THING TO DO,SIR "
IT WILL SHOW THEM WE
ARE FRIENDLY AND

RESPECT THEIR

WARNING!

\*/4 NEXT SPEAR
ISN'T GOING
TO MISS YOU,
THAT'S WHAT!

ITLL NAKE
THEM THINK
WERE
AFRAID!

AS THE RELEASE BRAKE IS KNOCKED OUT OF
THE SWAMP BOAT SPURTS FORWARD AT FULL




THAT DID IT! ROGER, YOU OUGHT \ THAT'S RIGHT! BLAME ME! YOU
TO GET A SPACEHERO'S . o "L ALL SAW IT WAS AN AGCIDENT!

MEDAL FOR THIS!

RECKON WE GOT NO o Tean't  \a8 TOM'S RIGHT... BUT JUST KEEP YOUR
CHOICE NOW? WE'VE GO FAR! THE SAME, EVERYBODY BETTER EYES OPEN
GOT TO 6O AFTER OUR THE SWAMP 5 WATCH HIS STEP! THERE'S FOR THE BOAT!
SWAMP BOAT! WE'LL TREESAND  [§ \ STRANGE THINGS IN THIS
NEVER GET OUT Bl viNES wiLL SWAMP!
ALIVE IF WE DON'T CATCH IT? \

FIND IT!

FUNNY...1 THOUGHT FOR MAYBE A WATER WELL,THIS HERE IS A I'VE GOT A
SURE THE SWAMP BOAT RO&f CURRENT JUST : VERY SHARP TURN.. HUNCH... A
WOULD BE AROUND THIS HAPPENED TO . THAT BOAT SHOULD HUNCH THAT

BEND IN THE STREAM ._J/¥ 7 BE HERE! ~ IT WON'T BE ‘
4 . | AROUND THE

CURVE AHEAD




PHOOEY ! 1 JOIN SPACE
ACADEMY TO FLY THE
SPACEWAYS AND WHERE
DO 1 END UP? SLOSHING
THROUGH A SWAMP

DON'T BLOW
YOUR JETS SO
MUCH, MICRO-
BRAINTALL
THIS WAS YOUR

TOM--~-COME WITH ME ! WE'VE
60T TO GET MOSSBACK

OUT OF THE RANGE OF

THE DART BUSH?

GET HIM UP ON Y]
THAT DRY BANK,
TOM! .

BACK! BACK EVERY-
BODY! THERE'S A DART
BUSH AHEAD!

A

7
1'LL KEEP US COVERED sz (
WHILE YOU GET

MOSSBACK!

HE'LL BE ALL RIGHT
IN A COUPLE OF
DAYS,SIR?

BUT WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO DO
MEANWHILE?
WE'VE GOT NO
SUPPLIES!




THANKS FOR SAVING ME,
SPACE CADETS ! THAT THERE
DART BUSH WOULD HAVE TURNED
ME INTO A MARTIAN PORGUPINE
IF YOU HADN'T DRAGGED

ME AWAY..

I'LL BE ALL RIGHT HERE BY MYSELF? YOU 60
ON AND LOOK FOR THE SWAMP BOAT! WITH-
OUT THAT BOAT...WE DON'T HAVE A CHANCE

OF STAYING ALIVE IN THIS SWAMP® =

WE'LL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH
EACH OTHER BY SPACE-
PHONE,MOSSBACK "

RIGHTO! 3
THE BOAT /4
CAN'T BE
FAR FROM

IF YOU NEED US... Y 1'MSAFE

CALL ON THE ENOUGH HERE!

SPACEPHONE ' SPACEMAN'S
LUCK TO YE!




THE OTHERS, LATER
WE SHALL CAPTURE!

HURRY BEFORE OTHERS RETURN'
TO OUR CHIEF GURLI-VA WE SHALL
TAKE OUR PRISONER "

NOT A SIGN OF WE'VE BEEN WADING
OUR SWAMP BOAT! THROUGH THIS MUD FOR
1 GAN'T UNDER- AN HOUR NOW...AND
STAND IT! Y/, MOSSBACK HASN'T
GALLED US'

GALLING MOSSBACK BILL" SOMETHING MUST
CADET ASTRO CALLING HAVE HAPPENED
MOSSBACK BILLY WHY ] TO HIM® .




ON THE DOUBLE,
SPACE CADETS!

CAN YOU FIND WELL, SOMEONE CUT
ANY TRAILS VINES HERE...PROBABLY
ASTRO? TO MAKE A RAFT OF

E SOME SORT"

IT MAY BE WORSE THAN THEY WENT
ANIMALS, CADETS! LOOKS THIS WAY,SIR!
LIKE THE SWAMP PEOPLE SEE HOW THE
CAPTURED MOSSBACK' RUSHES WERE
i 4 BENT UNDER

THE RAFT?

GONE ' WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO DO WITH-
OUT OUR GUIDE?

TREES WERE
CHOPPED DOWN

LET'S LOOK

AROUND AND SEE

WHAT HAPPENED
TO HIM!

A RAFT... ANDIT
WAS TO CARRY
MOSSBACK BILL!
1 GUESS IT WASN'T
A WILD ANIMAL
THAT CARRIED
HIM AWAY!

AND THAT'S THE WAY WE'RE GOING,
TOOf ON GUARD EVERY SPACE SECOND
OF THE WAY ! WE'VE GOT TO FIND AND

SAVE MOSSBACK BiLL!




I'M ONLY THINKING OF HOW WE CAN

WE DON'T STAND A GHANGE AND LEAVE

OF FINDING MOSSBACK! I'M OUR GUIDE SAVE HIM! WE'D HAVE SOME CHANCE

FOR TURNING BACK AND BEHIND ? IF WE WENT BACK AND GOT A NEW

GETTING OUT OF-THE FINE SPAGE- SWAMP BOAT ==~ THIS WAY WE'LL
SWAMP? MATE YOU'D NEVER FIND HIM!

THIS.IS NO TIME FOR DO YOU THINK WE'LL THEY'RE TAKING
FIGHTING AMONG EVER GATCH UP WITH HIM TO THEIR
OURSELVES! ROGER, MOSSBACK AND THE HEADQUARTERS,
LEAD THE WAY ! SWAMP PEOPLE WHO TOM... AND
CAUGHT HIM,SIR? THAT'S WHERE
I WANT T0 6O,

GREAT GALAXIES! AM
1 SEEINGIT...ORIS
IT A SWAMP MIRAGE?

RUN FOR IT? THAT'S
A VENUSIAN WATER
'

PLEASE DON'T SELL THESE SCANS



CAN'T MAKE IT!
IT'S GAINING ON

60 ON,ROGER' I'LL
STAY BEHIND AND
TRY TO SHOOTIT

A BLASTER WON'T
STOP IT,SIR? NOT QUICKLY
ENOUGH TO SAVE US!

1 THINK T KNOW HOW )

I HOPE THIS STICK GIVES

YOU SOMETHING TO THINK

ABOUT BESIDES MAKING Ay
A MEAL OF US!

THIS BETTER WORK
OR I'M A GONER!

THAT'S GOING TO KEEP

HIM BUSY LONG ENOUGH
FOR US TO GET AWAY
FROM HERE'

ALL RIGHT,SPACE
CADETS.WE'RE
GOING TO TRAVEL
BY A SAFER WAY
FROM NOW ON *
FOLLOW ME !




THESE TREES ARE BIG
ENOUGH AND CLOSE

ENOUGH TO EACH OTHER |

TO MAKE A ROAD!

WAIT A MINUTE,TOM!
1 THINK I HEAR
SOMETHING

BELOW!

]
THERE'S THE RAFT!
AND MOSSBACK
BILL /5 ON IT!

1'LL BE GLAD TO

GET OUT OF THE
WATER, ANY WAY !
1'M SOAKED
THROUGH TO MY
BONES!

A SPLASHING
IN THE WATER !
MAYBE IT'S THE

MAYBE NOW WE GAN OVER-
TAKE THE RAFT WITH
MOSSBACK BILL!

THIS WAY, ADVANCE IN
CAPTAIN SIYHONG.' I SILENGE FROM
THEY CAN'T BE 5 NOWON'

FAR AHEAD!

\ NO!GET DOWN INTO THE
SHALL WE WATER SLOWLY'IT'S
JUMP THEM, OUR CHANGE TO MAKE
CAPTAIN CONTAGT WITH THE
STRONG ? = SWAMP PEOPLE . .. AND
s WE DON'T WANT TO
START A FIGHT!




YOU CADETS GET GOING...
1 SEEM TO BE STUCK
ON THIS LIMB?!

IMPS OF SPACE? WE'RE GET YOUR BLASTERS OUT! [ THE SWAMP
OUR ONLY CHANGE IS TO PEOPLE WILL

SHOOT OFF THELIMBS 8% HEAR US'

AT THE BASE! 3 THEY'LL GET

1z

WE'LL FIND THE Y e ALLRIGHT, AsTRO! | HURRY,T8M! THIS
SWAMPIES LATER? /" 2 Y | GET SET FORA 0CTOPUS TREE IS
START SHOOTING, i SQUEEZING THE

"\, BREATH OUT OF




IT'S DANGEROUS TO WADE WHY DON'T WE DO
THROUGH THE SWAMP. .. WHAT THE SWAMP
DANGEROUS TO 60 PEOPLE D0?
THROUGH THE TREES.. {s BUILD A RAFT!

LEAVE IT TO TOM TO

THINK UP WAYS FOR

US TO WORK! WE

COULD HAVE CAUGHT

UP WITH THE SWAMPIES
BY THIS TIME'

SURE...OR
MAYBE W€
COULD HAVE
BEEN GAUGHT
BY A SWAMP
LIZARD!

PUSH AND

PUSH HARD,
SPACE
CADETS!

EVEN IF WE DON'T
CATCH UP TO THEM ...
AT LEAST WE'RE ON
THE TRACK OF THE
SWAMP PEOPLE. WE
MIGHT DISCOVER
THEIR SWAMP GITY *

THERE IS.A LEGEND HERE
ON VENUS ABOUT THE SWAMP
PEOPLE... THAT THEY HAVE A
GREAT CITY IN THE MIDDLE
OF THIS FORBIDDEN FOREST!
BUT NO ONE HAS EVER

LOOK! A GREAT STONE
CASTLE IN THE WATER!

WELL, THAT
MUST BE

JUST SPACE-
GAS! THERE'S
OPEN WATER




SPINNING GALAXIES!
1T LOOKS LIKE WE'VE
FOUND THE MYSTERIOUS
CITY OF THE SWAMPIES!

NOW THAT WE'RE

HERE--- HOW DO

WE GO INSIDE?

I DON'T SEE ANY

DOORS ... OR EVEN
OPENINGS!

BUT THERE
MUST BE
SOME WAY
INSIDE!

WE'VE ALMOST MADE A

GOMPLETE CIRCLE

AROQUND THIS CASTLE.

AND HAVEN'T FOUND

EVEN A GRACK IN
THE WALL!

THE SWAMPIES ARE
WATER PEOPLE...
PERHAPS THE DOORS
THEY BUILD ARE
UNDER WATER?

IT'S WORTH

TOM AND HIS SPACE
HUNCHES! ASIF L
WASN'T WET ENOUGH
ALREADY! GOTTA
GO FOR A SWIM,T00'

ALL RIGHT, ROGER'
YOU DIVE IN
AFTER ASTRO'

WE'RE IN,CADETS '
SWIM OVER TO THE
WALL... AND BE

CAREFUL!

AYE,SIR! WE'RE THE
VERY FIRST PEOPLE TO
COME INTO THE CITY
OF THE SWAMPIES'




THE AEROSLED?! NO
WONDER WE COULDN'T
FIND OUR SWAMP BOAT!

THAT EXPLAINS WHY

THE SWAMP PEOPLE
o THE JUNGLE VINES

FOUND IT AND

BROUGHT IT HERE! Ali| DIDN'TSTOP IT! THE
SWAMPIES WERE
STEERING IT?

AND HERE'S THE RAFT
ON WHICH MOS SBACK
BILL WAS LYING.

IT LOOKS LIKEIT,
AT LEAST!

MOSSBACK MUST
BE A PRISONER
SOMEWHERE IN THIS
CASTLE. COME ON!
WE'RE GOING
TO FIND HIMT

WE GAN'T EVEN

THIS PLAGE GIVES

ME THE SPACE- THINK OF GET-
WILLIES! THE QUICKER TING OUT UNTIL
WE FIND

WE GET OUT OF HERE,
THE BETTER I'M

GOING TO LIKE IT*
N\

MOSSBACK

1'M GOING TO SLIP UP ON HIM!
TOM,COME WITH ME’ THE
REST STAY BACK AND
KEEP QUIET!

i A
GRAB MIS
- SPEAR,TOM!




LET'S HOPE WE
FIND MOSSBACK
BILL IN-HEREY

SPACE CADETS! BB | £1's CUT OUT THE
AM 1 GLAD TO SPAGE GAB! WE'VE
STILL 6OT TO GET

HOLD YOUR JETS,ROGER! PR OUR SPACEMEN ARE SUFFERING FROM SPACE-
HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN WHY \ BLINDNESS BECAUSE WE LACK VITA-Q... AND
WE CAME TO VENUS IN THE £ WE CAN'T GET VITA-Q BECAUSE FHERE'S A

I FIRST PLACE? WAR GOING ON BETWEEN THE TRADERS

AND THE PEOPLE OF THE SWAMP!

SUPPOSE WE MAKE HIM

THAT'S JUST

J THAT IS LEAD THE
TAKE US INSIDE TO THE WHAT WE'LL 600D! WE WAY! WE
CHIEF OF THE SWAMP ! DO, TOM? TAKE YOU TO WANT TO
PEOPLE, CAPTAIN STRONG?

WE MAY SETTLE THIS
WAR RIGHT HERE
AND NOW!

OUR CHIEF,
GURLI-VAY

MEET HIM?




+7'S GETTING SCARIER YOU'LL HAVE TO o M) WELL,WE'LL SOON

AND SCARIER! I LIKE IT,ROGER. .. ':i',‘fc':‘,’]:':“" ! KNOW WHETHER

DON'T LIKE THIS! IF YOU EVER WANT THE HERO, /%]  WE'RE GOING TO
TO WIN THE SPACE- ASTRO! | 4IT\\|  BE SPACEMEROES..
HERO MEDAL OF : ' OR SPACEDUST!
HONOR? OR DON'T ¥ 78 HERE'S THE CHIEF
YOU WANT TO BE A ; \ OF THE SWAMP!
HERO ANY MORE? : | .

WE HAVE COME IN PEACE,GJRLI-VA! WE WISH
TO BE FRIENDS AGAIN AS YOUR PEOPLE
HAVE BEEN FRIENDS WITH US FOR MANY

Q\ YEARS IN THE PAST!
.:~§

YOU LIE, SPACEMAN! YOU'VE YOU ARE WRONG,GURLI-VA! HERE IN THE
COME TO TRICK US... AND TO CHEAT 4 WE SOLAR GUARDSMEN DO NOT SWAMP, YOU'VE
US AGAIN! MY PEOPLE WILL NEVER ; LIE...WE DO NOT CHEAT ! OUR BROUGHT
TRUST THE EVIL SOLDIERS y N\ JOB IS TO UPHOLD THE LAWS WAR AND
OF THE SOLAR GUARDS! . OF THE SOLAR ALLIANCE!
™ - \ ¢ ¥ TO BRING PEAGE AND
JUSTICE EVERYWHERE!




| WAS BORN HEREON VENUS,
SIR! 1 KNOW THE SWAMP PEOPLE
EVER SINGE ['VE BEEN A LITTLE
BOY” THEY NEVER LIE?

BUT SOMEONE COULD HAVE
DRESSED IN A SOLAR GUARD %3
UNIFORM! T THINK GURLI-VA p
IS TELLING THE TRUTH !

WHOSE SIDE ARE YOU ON,YOU SWAMP CRAWLER!
THE SOLAR GUARD HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF
LYING — — — AND WE DON'T TAKE THAT
FROM ANYONE!

TOM'S RIGHT! | THINK WE CAN GET
AN EXPLANATION FROM MOSSBACK

ALL RIGHT,MOSSBACK
START EXPLAINING * IF
YOU KNOW ANYTHING,
LET'S HAVE IT!

7 KNOW PLENTY,
CAPTAIN STRONG?
THE SPACE CADETS
SAVED MY LIFE
BACK IN THE SWAMP
WHEN THE DART
BUSH ATTACK ME!
I'M ON YOUR
SIDE NOW'

I'LL TELL THE TRUTH... 1 HAD
ORDERS TO SEE THAT YOU GET
KILLED IN THE SWAMP! WITH
YOU OUT OF THE WAY... THE
GHEATING OF THE SWAMP
PEOPLE COULD GO ON!




WHO GAVE YOU |* [ JERVIS,THE TRADER?

THE ORDERS | HE'S BEHIND THE

TOKILLUS? WHOLE TROUBLE!
HE DRESSEDIN A
SOLAR GUARD
UNIFORM AND
ROBBED THE
SWAMP PEOPLE!

1 AM SORRY I DID NOT BELIEVE
YOU! NOW WE SHALL CATCH
AND PUNISH THE EVIL MAN
WHO CHEATED YOU!

BUT HOW CAN
WE DO THAT,
CAPTAIN
STRONG? WE
WILL NEED
PROOF AGAINST
JERVIS!

JERVIS IS TOO
SMART TO TRY
HIS TRICK WITH
US AROUND !

YOU'RE RIGHT,
ROGER! BUT THERE
MUST BE SOME WAY.

THERE IS A WAY,SIR"

WHAT IF JERVIS

BELIEVES WE

DIED IN THE GREAT
SWAMP 2

MOSSBACK BILL CAN 8Y THE RINGS
60 BACK AND TELL O’ SATURN,
JERVIS THAT HE FLLooir
CARRIED OUT HIS > N
ORDERS?

TRUST US AND HELP US,
GURLI-VA! [ PROMISE
THAT YOUR PEOPLE
WILL HAVE JUSTIGE!

SO BEIT,SPACE:
MAN! IWILL
TRUST YOU..
AND DO WHAT-
EVER YOU ASK!



JERVIS IS NEAR THE EDGE OF \* f HEADFOR
THE FORBIDDEN FOREST, I +f IT,Moss-
RECKON, WAITING ,TO HEAR BACK!
FROM ME! THERE'S AN OUT-

POST FOR TRADING BUILT

GO THERE AND TELL
JERVIS THE JOB WAS DONE
AND WE'RE DEAD! LEAVE

THE REST TO US!

THERE!

WHEN THEY GO INSIDE, IT'S DONE, JERVIS! THEY GOOD WORK,

SWIM FOR THE HOUSE WALKED INTO AN OCTOPUS MOSSBACK !
AND GET UNDER IT! TREE AND WERE KILLED.. NOW I CAN
~ - . JUST LIKE YOU WANTED! GET INTO THE

SOLAR GUARD
UNIFORM AND

GURLI-VA... HAVE YOUR
PEOPLE BRING VITA-Q
TO TRADE, JUST AS
1 PLANNED!

THE RAFTIS
NOT FAR.. T
SHALL HAVE
DONE WHAT
YOU WANT"

1 JOIN SPACE ACADEMY
TO BECOME A SPACEMAN
-=--AND THEY TURN ME
INTO A VENUSIAN
WATER RAT!

GRAB ON TO
SOMETHING
AND WAIT!




1 COME TO SURE,COME ON!
MAKE TRADE! M WE'LL HELP YA

HEY, JERVIS... HERE JUSTIN TIME? A
COMES A SWAMPY | N FEW MORE JOBS
WITH A RAFT- LOAD LIKE THIS === AND

OF VITA-Q WEED! E WE'LL ALL MAKE

GET THE WEEDIN!

ENOUGH TO RETIRE
RICH! GO OUT AND
HELP THEM UNLOAD'

HERE IS SWAMP SURE...I'LL THIS IS FOR WHAT YOU THIS IS NOT
WEED...1WANT GIVE YOU BROUGHT IN? BRING MORE ENOUGH! MORE
MANY THINGS ! AND I'LL GIVE YOU I WANT FOR MY
MANY THINGS! I~
\ 2 SWAMP WEED

MORE THINGS!

HERE'S MORE! BETTER
LEARN NOT TO ARGUE
WITH A SOLAR GUARD!

THE GAME IS UP, - HUH? CAPTAIN
JERVIS! YOU'RE STRONG ALIVE?
L UNDER ARREST! "y >




YES,I'M ALIVE, JERVIS'

AND I'VE GOT YOU WITH

ALL THE PROOF I'LL
NEED IN COURT!

GET OVER WITH THEM,
MOSSBACK! YOU ALWAYS
WERE TOO HONEST A
TRADER TO SUITME!

THIS IS THE LAST TIME
YOU'LL DOUBLE-CROSS ME!

THEY'RE ALL TOO
BUSY TO WATCH US

YOU'LL HAVE TO
GET ME INTO A
COURT FIRST,
SPACEMAN!

RECKON 1
PREFER BEING
ON THE SIDE 0"
THE SPACE
CADETS, JERVIS...
EVEN IF1 GOT TO
DIEFORIT!

PUT UP YOUR BETTER DO

HANDS,SPAGE-J WHAT YOU'RE
HEROS/ TOLD---0OR
) YOU'LL BE

BLASTED INTO

ATOMIG DUST?

THE SWAMPIES ! IT'S AN
ATTACK! BARRICADE
THE DOORS!

T00 LATE,
JERVIS!




HEH! HEH! THIS HERE
LOOKS LIKE ITS A-GONNA

BE A GOOD CATCH!

A GOOD CATCH IS RIGHT,
MOSSBACK? A GOOD
CATCH FOR THE LAW!

ALL RIGHT,YE SWAMP
BANDITS? STAND UP
AGAIN THE WALL!

GUESS YOU'LLHAVE TO PARDON
THEM, MOSSBACK ! THEY'RE IN
NO CONDITION TO STAND
ANYWHERE!

BRING SOME STRONG VINES WITH
WHICH WE CAN TIE UP THESE

MEN! AND TELL CHIEF GURLI-VA
MY THANKS FOR THE SPEARS
WHICH SAVED uSs!

1'M PLACING YOU IN CHARGE OF BY GUM
THIS TRADING POST, MOSSBACK! AND ALLTHE
GIVE THE SWAMP PEOPLE GALAXIES !
EVERYTHING THEY NEED. I'M A-GOING

AND CHARGE IT TO THE TO ENJOY

SOLAR GUARD! THIS JOB!
4 4]




FOR ALL THE CHEATING THE

EVIL MEN DID, THIS WILL
MAKE UP!

WE SUCCEEDED ONLY BECAUSE YOU STILL
TRUSTED THE SOLAR GUARD, CHIEF. NOW
THERE SHALL BE PEACE... AND TRADE...
HERE IN THE LAND OF WATER PEOPLE!

WE ARE SORRY TO SEE YOU

AND YOUR SPACE CADETS 6O,

CAPTAIN STRONG. AGAIN YOU
WILL COME, I HOPE!

SOMEDAY,
GURLI-VA...
BUT T HOPE
1T WON'T BE
BECAUSE

THERE'S

TROUBLE HERE!

THE SHELVES ARE ;:AE: VFIERLL
JUST ABOUT CLEANED iy ol
OUT,CAPTAIN STRONG!
MOSSBACK BILL WILL PORT---AND'
BE ABLE TO TAKE HOMEWARD!
CARE OF THE REST

B\, OF THE TRADE!

S0 LONG, SPACE CADETS...
AND SPACEMAN'S LUCK
GO WITH YE!

WE SHALL SOON BE
OUT OF THE SWAMP,
GURLI-VA'

IWILLLEAVE YOU
AT THE EDGE OF THE
SWAMP ! TELL THE
TRADERS TO COME...
FOR THEY SHALL
ONGE MORE BE
WELCOME HERE!




WE SHALL LEAVE
YOU HERE ! Cy

GOOD-BYE,CHIEF OF
THE SWAMP PEOPLE!
1 SHALL GIVE YOUR
MESSAGE TO THE

TRADERS!

BOY! IWISH I
COULD SWIM LI
THESE GUYS!

THE SWAMP PEOPLE INVITE YOU TO COME
AGAIN INTO THEIR LAND AND TRADE'
EVERYTHING HAS BEEN SETTLED

I NEVER THOUGHT YOU
SPACEHEROES COULD DO IT...
BUT I TAKE MY HAT OFF TO
YOU! THE SOLAR GUARD
AND THE SPACE CADETS
SURE KNOW THEIR JOB!

GUESS WE'LL HAVE
TIME TO CLEAN UP
AND GET INTO SOME
DRY CLOTHES BEFORE
WE BLAST OFF!

ALL LOCKED UP,NIGE
AND TIGHT IN THE




THERE GO THE TRADERS! \ 3
VITA-Q WILL SOON BE |
FLOWING INTO THE
REFINING PLANTS
AGAIN!

RIGHT AS SPACE,
TOM! AND ALL
BECAUSE I
KNEW WHAT TO DO
AT THE RIGHT TIME!

YOU KNEW CERTAINLY! DIDN'T
WHATTODO? / I SEND OUR AERO-

SLED OUT INTO THE
SWAMP?

THAT'S WHY WE STARTED

EXPLORING THE SWAMP...

LOOKING FOR THE SLED

AND FOUND THE CASTLE
OF GURLI-VA!

THAT'S RIGHT,
ROGER! YoU
WERE RESPON-
SIBLE...FOR
OUR GETTING
ALLWET TO
THE SKIN!

HE'S GOT
SOME-
THING

THERE,
ASTRO!

HEY! LEMME GO! WHAT
ARE YOU GONNA DO? DON'T
THROW ME INTO THE WATER!

DON'T TELL US YOU A SPACEHERO

MIND A LITTLE < LIKE ROGER

WATER, ROGER! DOESN'T MIND
( GETTING WET?
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