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THREE INDIANS BIT THE DUST!

The Matchlock Gun
By Walter D, Edmonds

With Pictures by Paul Lantz

This is a true story of g real little Dutch boy
in America and how he saved his family when
Indians attacked their house and burned their
farm. Edward was only ten years old, but when
his father loaded his musket and rode off with
the militia to defend the settlement, Edward
knew that he was now the “man of the house™
and that the lives of his mother and his baby
sister d on him. His g ]
old Spanish gun was all he had for a weapon.
It was too heavy for him to lift, but propped on
a table it could be aimed through the chink in
the shuttered window. Then came the terrible
moment when three swift Indians, tomahawks
in hand, pressed close upon his mother's heels
as she tried to gain the door of their house, Edward
fired the matchlock gun—and three Indians lay
dead in a heap across the doorway.

The pictures in this book are even more
exciting than the story. Ask for it at your
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RUNAWAY PLANE

(A Hop Harrigan Story)

“HBLLO. Hop. Hello fellas.

1 feel wunnerful!”

Tank's huge bulk filled the
doorway. A smile lighted his
face. He held his head to one
side and winked, then lumbered
unsteadily into the room. Any
other time, Hop would have
laughed. But this time his eyes
figshed with anger, and he
sprang toward Tank with a
bound. He hardly saw the little
red-head who had followed
Tank into the room. He hardly
heard what she was saying.
either: !

“He was so drunk I thought
I'd better come home with him."

“Tank never gets like this”
Hop said angrily. “And this 1s
one heck of a time to start!”

Lips drawn, Hop passed his
hand under Tank's coat and felt
the lining. He sighed audibly,
o sigh of reliel. The prints were
there—the blueprints for a new
bomber they were turning out
for Uncle Sam. But he couldn’t
get rid of a lurking thought. He
couldn't help wondering if Tank
had been drugged! He eyed the
red-head not too kindly

‘“I told him not to drink so .

much,” she said defensively, see.
ing Hop's glance. "He wouldn't
listen to me.”

“Itg not your fault if he's a

fool!™ Hop said, hotly. “Just
wait till he gets s enough
to know what I'm saying to

him—TI'll say plenty!" N
Tank grinned, blissfully.
“What's alla noise about?” he

osked, looking ‘up at Hop. He

shifted in the easy chair, glanced
at the red-head. “What's he
talkin' ‘bout, Marie?”

.One of the two mechanics

from the factory that Hop had
asked over for the evening,
glanced at his watch and got up
to go. His companion followed
suit. Hop started wrestling with
Tank, in an effort to get him
to go to bed. The girl named
Marie turned toward the door.

“Turn the radio off?" one of
the young men asked Hop, as
he pulled on his coat.

But just at that moment the
announcement came—a news
bulletin to the effect that a con.
vict, Walter Gray, had broken
loose! He had escaped from the
Jail a few miles away, not more
than an hour before, Police were
combing the state for him. He
couldn't be more than a few
miles away.

“Walter Gray!" It was the
girl who spoke. She was deathly
pale. Her hands trembled, and
her mouth was a thin, hard line,
Then before they could ask any
questions, she turned, to go.

The telephone rang eight o'
clock the next morning. Hop
answered it. It was for Tank.
Hop recognized the voice. Ma.
rie! After Tank spoke to Marie,
Hop recognized the look in
Tank's eye. The girl had given
him a hard luck story, and he
v.as falling for it, Tank was bit.
ing his nails viciously.

“What's it this time?” Hop
aski

“Poor kid. She's in trouble,”
Tank said. “This convict who
escaped last night—Walter
Gray—is her ex-boy friend. She
says he's a little batty. He
threatened to kil her if she ever
married anyone else. He threat.
ened to kill the fellow, too.”
Tank swallowed hard. “That's
me!”

“You—marricd?* Hop gasp-

“Well, not yet. We're only
engaged” Tank smiled shyly.

“Engaged! You were only out
with her twice!” Hop gaped at
Tank as though he were some
new species in the zo00.

Tank drew himsell up, look-
ed as dignified as he could.

“When it happens like this,
you don't need more than a few
minutes to make up your mind!"

Tank then announced that he
was flying Marie to Mexico.
She was afraid to stay in this
country with her crazed ex.boy
friend on the loose. That was
why she had called, to beg Tank
to fly her to Mexico. Nothing
Hop could say could stop him.
He raced to his room, packed
a few things and got into his
flying suit.

“At least, hand over those
blueprints for the bomber,” Hop
said firmly. “You can't go gal.
livanting around the country
with those.”

Tank hlndld. them over.
Hop breathed relief as he locked
them in the safe.

“I'll be back by this evening.”
Tank promised, as he wrung
Hop's hand. Then he was gone.

It was about noontime that
Hop*heard the disturbance out.
side the factory gates. He went
outside to investigate. A wild.
eyed man, well. built, with
brown hair and tattered clothes
was struggling to get loose from
the guards. When he saw Hop,
he stopped struggling.

“You're the one 1 m;ﬂ to
see.” he told Hop, panting from
the fighting

’



He told Hop he was Walter
Gray, the “escaped” convict,
Hop, wide.eyed, had the guards
bring him in. When he saw the
man wi med, he dismissed
the guards and listened to his
story, Ten minutes later, he
made for his two.seater and
climbed in, Walter Gray in the
cockpit behind him. They were
Mexico-bound.

Tank's plane had had a big
start on them. They saw no sign
of it—until they touched north-
ern Texas. Then Hop turned up
the power to ita fullest, but the
plane ahead still outdistanced
them. Abruptly, as they watch-
ed, the plane ahead went into
a series of crazy loops and turns.

“No sandpilot would handle
a plane that wey!" Hop yelled
back to the cghvict. His heart
was chilled with dread. What
had happened to Tank?

Then he froze in horror as
the plarfe nosed down and
screamed toward the earth in
a sickening crash.

He taxied his own plane to
& stop next to the crashed plane,

which oad miraculously not
caught firel One body was in
the plane—that of Marie Dil.
lon. One look convinced Hop
and the convict that she was
dead. But Tank?

As il in answer to their ques.
tion, a plane came swooping
down out of the blue and settled
nearby. Tank and three other
men came running up. They
were from the Texas police,
Tank explained. Hop stared at
Tank in grateful amazement.

“How~——?" he wanted to
know,

“I sull can't make head or
tail of it" Tank said, shaking
his head. He winced, at sight of
the body in the plane. “Sud.
denly—just like that, poof!—
she draws a gun on me! | grab.
bed for the gun, and she got
panicky. The gun went off a
couple of times. Lm‘luly. it did.
n't hit me—but she opened the
panel and pushedyme out. Lucky
1 had on a chute. 1 guess she
thought she could handle the
plane alone.” He shook his head
again. He looked curiously at

AL -smz 1/ -NOW ON SALE EVERVIWVHERE o

Hop and at his silept, grim
companion, for explanation.

“As I told Hop, Marie Dillon
was a Nazi agent” the man
named Walter Gray said. Even
as he spoke, one of the men
Tank had brought from the
Texas police department drew
forth blueprints of the new
bomber Hop's factory was man«
ulacturing

“That night you thought you
were drunk—she drugged you,
and copied the blueprints while
you were out,” Hop told Tank,

“I belonged to Maric Dillon's
gang when they were a jewelry
mob. When they sold out to the
Nazi agents, 1 planned on tells
ing the police—but they fram
me with a manslaughter charge,
I heard them talk in jail. T knew
this little job was going to be
pulled, and I made up my mind
1 was going to stop it. I broke
joil—and [ did stop it

“You did all right," Hop and
Tank agreed. And Hop added:

“After this, you'll no doubt
get o new—and more favorable
trial!”
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