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Kookie and Jeff
uncover a
fantastic scheme
 to cheat
an old man
out of
his millions!

ROGER SMITH

EDWARD
"KOOKIE™
BYRNES



To keep an important appointment in High-
p-:}l_nt, Jeff sSpencer and Kookie race against schedule, and they are forced to a desperate
a tight timetable. decision in order to keep their date.

THE TELLTALE TRIDENTS

Stu Bailey faces a case of brotherly devo- With evidence pointing to both brothers, Stu
tion, when he is hired by one brother to clear and Jeff leave no stone uncovered to be sure
another brother of a murder charge. that the guilty man is found.



- I WISH YOU'D CHANGE
YOUR MINDS AND GO BY
N PLANE ... YOU'D BE SURE
TO GET THERE ON TIME!

STOP WORRYING, STU!
WE CAN EASILY MAKE THE
TRIP IN TWO PAYS, ANP
-WE'LL NEED A CAR UP

LAY
L R 1 LR
ol LT L O L

ms# SPENCER AND “WOOK/E * COOKSON MAVE
ﬁwﬂ‘ CONEERENCE WITH THER B4R TNER,
STUART . LE Y BEFORBE STALT/NG THE LONG

m;rf 70 me:-' TOWN OF #fd‘ﬁﬂ#ﬂz..

FORT WHILE WE'RE | PATTON YOU'RE GN GFF!EE...
GONE, STU Y/ OM YOUR WAY./
GOOD LUC‘K £

HOLD THE I'LL 'PHONE | WWEN sTvarT BaILEY ENTERS WIS
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SURE OUR TOUGH I HEARD
LUCK TO MISS HIM/ BUT | HIM SAY THEY
MAYBE WE CAN CATCH WERE HEADING

HiM/ DO YOU KNOW NORTH ON
HIGHWAY

HEY, BOY/ WAS THAT
JEFF SPENCER DRIVING THE
CONVERTIBLE THAT
JUST LEFT HERET?

A7 7HAT SAME TIME.., S— PATTON'S
STU SAID HE'S SAMUEL G. QUARRELE
YOU'D BRIEF ME PATTON, THE LUMBER KING/ WITH HI
ON OUR MISSION HE OWNS MILES OF TIMBER YEARS AGO,
AFTER WE LAND AND DOZENS OF WENT TO
STARTED./ WHO'S SAWMILLS/ HE'S GETTING ALASKA AND
THIS PATTONT? OLD NOW AND LIVES ON NEVER CAME
HIS ESTATE NEAR BACK / THE
HIGHPOINT/ ] -SON AND
e [ WS WIFE
— ] | | DIED RECENTLY,
#l: -.-I:- 7 ! '“ A-HD Lm
L : £l 4 GHE min
_ i | SAM PATTON
ks MR e THIRD
* ..-:r'"-" . 8 . el
-I. 3;{ Py 1-'-'-'; g _+ ’
| hi ik s SR

A MONTH AGO, PATTON HAS NEVER
PATTON RECEIVED A LETTER/ SO HOW SEEN HIS GRANDSON/ BUT 1
FROM HIS GRANDSON, DO WE FIT HAYE.. SO I'M TO IDENTIFY
SAYING HE'D LIKE TO INTO THIS HIM WHEN HE ARRIVES,TO
VISIT HIS GRANDFATHER/ . BIG MAKE SURE AN IMPOSTOR

YOUNG SAM'S ARRIVING REUNION? ISN'‘T TRYING TO PASS

AT HIGHPOINT - HIMSELF OFF ON THE

TOMORROW EVENING/ ' |
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THE GRANDSON WILL
INHERIT A BIG FORTUNE/
PATTON WANTS TO BE
SURE A PHONY ISN'T
AFTER HIS MONEY/

Y WE DON'T EXPECT ANY
{ TROUBLE, BUT STU AND T
‘A THOUGHT YOU'D BETTER

COME ALONG, JUST— -

LOOK OUT,

. GET OVER, YOU
IDIOTS! WHAT'RE
YOU TRYING mm..

MAN 7

MUST BE CRAZY./
THEY HAD PLENTY |
OF ROOM TO

PASS US/

MAYBE THEY

THOSE CHARACTERS | DELIBERATELY TRIED

TO RUN US OFF
THE ROAD, KOQKIE/

¥ e |

WHY ? THEY
WERE STRANGERS/
T™M SURE I NEVER
SAW THEM OR
_THE CAR BEFORE/

1 u.““
\hn‘,“l

Wi,

BE RUNNING INTO
‘THAT TROUBLE
WE DIDN'T
EXPECT/



THE HOURS PASS AND...

TIMETABLE,
KOOKIE ?

/| HOW ARE WE
/ DOING ON OUR

_'|.j.§"

SORRY, FELLAS/
DIDN'T SEE YOU
COMINY THOUGHT
A\ THE WAY WAS
"CLEAR/

GLAD YOU
TWO GUYS
ARE

RIGHT ON THE I'M READY FOR

DOT/ SCHEDULE SAYS, | FoOOD/ HOW ABOUT

LUNCH STOP, ONE

O'CLOCK ,DOBIE'S DINER /

IT'S EXACTLY ONE/
AND THERE'S

DOBIE'S DINER/

1%;
S

\' \'\;" Ao

You?

-

1 I e,

THE GARAGE NEMXMT
DOOR CAN FIX THAT HEADLIGHT/
SEND THE BILL TO THE ABC
VAN LINE/ NO ARGUMENT

ABOUT US BEIN'TO BLAME/S

"

.......

=




I KNOW TVE SEEN " 1 DON'T KNOW WHO THEY
THOSE TWO VAN DRIVERS ARE,BUT 1 PASSED THEM ON MY WAY
SOMEWHERE/ ARE THEY TO WORK/ THE VAN WAS PARKED ON
REGULAR CUSTOMERS A SIDE ROAD AND THEY WERE
DRIVING A RACY-LOOKING CAR

y /et I"W'M'II'I.\".I.

I ANEW NOW I'M BUT THIS TRIP THE NEWS
THEY LOOKED FAMILIAR/ SURE THERE'S IS SUPPOSED TO BE MUST'VE
THEY'RE THE CHARACTERS| A DELIBERATE SECRET.” HOW'D THEY LEAKED

WHO RAN US OFF PLAN TO SLOW KNOW WHERE TO ouT
THE ROAD/ . US DOWN... OR FIND US? SOMEWHERE /

STOP US
COMPLETELY/

e
L

g

SHALL WE AND WE'LL
TRY TO HAVE TIME NOW/ WE'LL HAVE TO DRIVE
CATCH GO AFTER THEM LATER, LONGER TO
'‘EM? WHEN WE FINISH MAKE . UP THE
QUR JOB IN TIME WE'VE

HIGHPOINT/ LOST/

P




WELL, WE'VE MADE IT
THIS FAR WITHOUT ANY MORE ' WHICH MEANS WE
ACC/ODENTS/ BUT WE'RE TWO GET ONLY FOUR HOURS
HOURS LATE IN OUR TIMETABLE/ SLEEP, INSTEAD OF SIX/

KEEP A SHARP LOOKOUT
FOR THOSE TWO GOONS/
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THREE MHOURS PASS...

JEFF/ WAKE UP/
I HEAR NOISES IN THE GARAGE /
WE'D BETTER TAKE A LOOK/Y

THIS WAS
"8li] THE LAST VACANCY/
SO THEY'LL BE OUT
AROUND THE PLACE/ | OF LUCK,I|F THEY

NO SIGN OF OUR SHOW UP/
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Soow...
1 LOOKED
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SOMEBODY'S 17 WHEN I GIVE THE V/
IN THE GARAGE, l1 WORD, WE'LL JUMP 3
», ALL RIGHT/ /A THEM TOGETHER—/ /3

S T
X

= i
A

e N

v A I
= ¢.. o
-

L7




[ You 7Wo AGA/NS WHAT KIND OF AN

WHATEVER IT IS —
UNEIX \T FAST

}/ NOW FALA/

AND TELL THE TRUTH/

WHY DID YOU TRY
TO KILL US ?

THIS LITTLE BOMB
WOULD HAVE BLASTED
UsS AMD THE CAR
INTO ORBIT,JEFF/

TéL TELL YOU,
SPENCER/ T'M NOT GOIN' TO
TAKE THE WHOLE BLAME/
IT WAS JOE DOBBS,
THE FELLA THAT RUNS
THE POOLROOM
IN HIGHPOINT/

WHO GAVE
YOU THE

ACC/ODENT ARE YOU FIXING UP FA/S TIME ?

AL

WE WERE JUST

FOLLOWING ORDERS...

ANYTHING TO KEEP
YOU FROM GETTIN'
TO HIGHPOINT/

DOBBS
SAID SOME
BIG SHOT
WOULD PAY
£IVE
TNOUSAND
DOLLARS
FOR THE
JOB/ WE
COULDN'T
SEE TURNIN'
DOWN BIG
MONEY
LIKE
YNAT/ 4




" THAT'S THE TRUTH, "AND HE
'SPENCER/ DOBBS TOLD US | PARKED THE
WHAT TO DO/ HE GAVE US| MOVING VAN
i ON A SIDE

THE FANCY CAR AND
HALF THE DOUGH g
IN ADVANCE/

DOBBS SAID TO
USE THE VAN IF OUR FIRST
TRY FAILED/ HE DIDN'T TELL
US THE BIG SHOT'S NAME/
OR WHY HE WANTED
YOU STOPPED./

A7 oawn... ” TO THE JAIL
= IN THE NEXT TOWN /
B/ \WHERE ARE YOU'LL BE LOCKED
YOU TAKIN' UP THERE WHILE
- us ? WE GO ON TO

"\ HIGHPOINT/

THEY TURN THEIR PRISONERS OVER
70 THE POLICE AND DRIVE ON...

: THE MYSTERIOUS IT
“BIG SHOT" MUST WANT TO | SURE LOOKS
KEEP YOU FROM MEETING

THAT WAY/
PATTON'S GRANDSON /

A7 sasT..

YEAH....AND

I'M AFRAID SOMEBODY'LL BE MIGHTY
THAT CAN THERE'S SURPRISED TO SEE US
MEAN ONLY HIGHPOINTY WE ROLL IN/ WATCH FOR
ONE - THING . \ MADE IT ON REACTIONS, KOOKIE/
THE YOUNG A\ TIME, JEFF/

MAN WHO'S J .

ARRIVING PNOET [
THIS EVENING -V [

1S MO : O R

'PATTON'S -- of

RANDEON




THERE'S A PLACE CALLED JOE'S
POOL ROOM, JEFF/ THAT MUST BE =
DOBB'S LAYOUT/ i

'/ [/ WE OAN GET HIM LATER !
THE PATTON OFFICE 1S STRAIGHT
105\ AHEAD! WE'LL GO THERE FIRST/!
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- AIRFIELDY HE TOLD ME

OH,YES, MR.SPENCER/
MR. PATTON AND MR. BLAIR
HAVE GONE TO THE

TO SEND YOU OUT THERE

DO YOU THINK 'MAYBE/ BUT ? IS MR,
PATTON WILL BE | HE'S PROBABLY AT HIS PATTON HERE?
WAITING FOR PRIVATE AIRFIELD, I'M JEFF

US HERE ? WAITING FOR HIS SPENCER/

Yoy . GRANDSON TO
v ARRIVE
s L
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MR. PATTON SENT HIS
OWN PLANE TO SEATTLE TO
BRING HIS GRANDSON HERE /

YOU CAN'T MISS THE FIELD/

JUST FOLLOW THE ROUTE
ON- THIS MAP/

=D

ek, |1

AS SOOMN AS YOU ARRIVED/

BY THE WAY,

WAS WITH MR.
PATTON 7

DID YOU SAY SOMEONE| MR.CALVIN BLAIR,

YES,SIR/

THE GENERAL

MANAGER OF
THE COMPANY/




I'M VERY GLAD YOU :
MADE IT ON TIME,JEFF/ THE
PLANE |S DUE ANY

MINUTE NOW/
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GLAD TO SEE YOU, SPENCER/

THE PLANE SHOULD BE HERE NOW/
ARCHER'S NEVER LATE/ BUT.
WE'VE LOST RADIO CONTACT
WITH HIM/ I'D BETTER
CALL AIR PATROL/

/~ OH, Y-YES/

SORRY/ I WAS
THINKING ABOUT..
ABOUT THE

CAL/ COME OVER
HERE AND MEET JEFF
SPENCER AND HIS
PARTNER / ‘SAY,

ARE YOU ALL RIGHT?

/ .

il

WHO HE'S MY REGULAR BLAIR 'SEEMS HE'S BEEN
IS ARCHER, | PILOT/ HE'S BEEN WITH ME MORE THAN A LITTLE [ EXCITED AND
MR.PATTON? | FOR YEARS/ I ALWAYS FEEL WORRIED, MR.PATTON// WORRIED EVER

: SAFE WHEN HE'S AT THE HE ACTS ALMOST SINCE WE KNEW
CONTROLS, BUT I'M A N SCARED/ YOUNG SAM WAS
LITTLE WORRIED COMING / CAL'S
NOW, JEFF/ MY RIGHT-HAND

& ! MM-.. AMST
- LIKE A SON/ /

i

Il

.



THE ANXIOUS MINUTES PASS SLOWLY...

11”# AIR PATROL
!'F

THE_SHIP, SAM/
WE‘(‘LL FIND IT/

IT'S OURS, ALL

RIGHT! THANK

GOODNESS, TS
SAFE /

IS TRYING TO LOCATE | WORRIED, JEFF/

NOW T AM

SOMETHING MUST
HAVE HAPPENED...

REMEMBER, SAM,
THERE'S A CHANCE THE
YOUNG MAN'S A FRAUD/.

YOU MUST BE PREPARED

TO FACE THAT
DISAPPOINTMENT/ /

=
LT

I AM PREPARED,
CAL/ BUT WITH JEFF
HERE TO IDENTIFY THE
BOY, AT LEAST TI'LL

KNOW THE TRUTH
RIGHT AWAY./

AND T
=~/ PIDN'T EXPECT
= __| 7O SEE you
IN THE PILOT'S
SEAT, SAM!




WHERE HE'S TIED UP IN THE iy 1.CAN'T
IS ARCHER,THE | CABIN, WITH HIS PAL, A FELLOW BELIEVE IT/
‘QOT? WHO TRIED TO CALL HIMSELF NOT ARCHER/
—| SAM PATTON/ I KNOCKED LET ME SEE
o "~ \ THEM OUT AND TOOK OVER HIM/ T'LL
- THE CONTROLS BEFORE ‘FIND OUT
WHAT'S

THEY DUMPED ME/ £

L N — e
- L - ""|:
— i)

GOING ON/

WE WALKED INTO THE HANGAR
AND SOMETHING HIT ME./ WHEN 1 WOKE
UP, I WAS LYING ON THE FLOOR OF

THIS PLANE'S CABIN AND WE WERE
IN THE AIR/ ARCHER AND THE
OTHER FELLOW WERE UP FRONT/

A\ ’

ARCHER MET ME AT
THE SEATTLE AIRPORT WHEN
I LANDED FROM ALASKA/
HE SAID HIS SHIP WAS IN A
SERVICE HANGAR, READY

TO TAKE OFF FOR
HIGHPOINT/
e

HAPPENED,
SAM 7 i

)
i
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A

THIS 1S I HEARD THEM | £ WE WERE 'WAY | IT'S - ARCHER,

TERRIBLE.. | PLANNING TO DUMP ME " | | OFF COURSE OVER | ALL RIGHT...AND A

TERRIBLE../| OVERBOARD WHERE 1'D " | | ROUGH COUNTRY/ | STRANGER/ THEY'RE
NEVER BE FOUND/ 1 . | | THEY'D JAMMED BOTH STILL
SURE SURPRISED THEM/ } [ | |. THE RADIO/ BUT UNCONCIOUS/ T'LL

=11

T FOUND A ~ TAKE THEM TO
»_ GUIDE MAP.../ THE POLICE STATION/

THEY THOUGHT I WAS
~OUT COLD...OR DEAD/

;i .-':w_j
. o
;11‘..'5;:.




IT DOESN'T
SEEM POSSIBLE
THAT ARCHER../

OR T'LL 60

WITH YOU, |

HE'LL DO PLENTY
OF TALKING WHEN

HE WAKES UP
IN JAIL 7 A |

2o, o et
L .. .

THAT WON'T BE

NECESSARY, SPENCER

I CAN HANDLE EVERYTHING

ALONE/ YOU'D BETTER

ORIVE MR. PATTON

AND YOUNG SAM TO 4
THE HOUSE/ o

BLAIR'S A

TIME GETTING
THOSE CROOKS
AWAY FROM

SMO0OTH CHARACTER,
JEFF/ HE WASTED NO | BLAIR'LL NEVER TAKE

I THINK YOU'RE
RIGHT/ I ALSO THINK

THEM TO THE
POLICE STATION /

ARCHER AND HIS PAL TO DO
THIS/ I THINK I CAN FIND

SOMEBODY HIRED e o 5 Y

GIVE YoU

THE MAN WHO DID IT/ &

e

I CAN DRIVE
Y GRANDFATHER HOME,
| JEFF, IF YOU AND
i\ KOOKIE WANT TO
B\ G0 TO TOWN/

I'D LIKE TO BE
THERE WHEN
ARCHER WAKES

up/s

A LTTE LATER...
I CAN'T SEE

YOU MEAN
HE'S LOST ¢/§ ./
I HAVE AN IDEA

BLAIR'S TAIL LIGHTS | WHERE WE MIGHT
NOW, JEFF/ WE'VE
LOST HIM/

FIND HIM,IF HE'S
NOT AT THE
POLICE STATION/




HE'S GONE FISHING/
THE PLACE IS CLOSED
TILL HE COMES BACK...
SO MOVE ON, FELLAS/

SorrLy...

WE WANT

TO SEE JOE
DOBBS/

THEY CHECK THE HIGHPOINT POLICE
STAT/ON...

HE ISN'T HERE...
AND HASN'T BEEN
HERE / WHERE DO
WE GO FROM

TO JOE DOBB'S
POOL ROOM /

7l

1Ly | . B :'5:':' i
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KEEP HIM IF YOU MAKE
QUIET, KOOKIE ,WHILE | ONE SOUND,IT'LL
I TAKE A LOOK IN BE SLEEPSVILLE
THAT BACK ROOM/ ‘ FOR YOU,DOBBS/

| | f/ﬂ

STEP BACK,

MISTER/ WE'RE
COMING IN TO
LOOK AROUND/ /)

e

.....

J

A

|

.......

THEY'LL FIND

Y ME IN THE STATION
WAGON IN THE DITCH/
TLL SAY YOU JUMPED
. ME AND GOT AWAY/
THEY'LL BELIEVE
IT.. NOBODY
SUSPECTS ME/ £
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YOU TWO AND DOBBS
GET OUT OF TOWN AND S74Y
OUT/ MY WHOLE PLAN'S RUINED..

NOW WE'VE GOT TO SAVE




YOU'RE WRONG, ELAIR!’
#Mf MOVE /

SUSPECTED
YOU... AND
NOW WE CAN
PROVE OUR
SUSPICIONS Y/

JEFF/

WHERE HE'D BE ONLY A FIGUREHWEAD
DID THAT FOR ME/ 1'D RUN THINGS/ THE
LEAVE THE | OLD MAN CAN'T LIVE LONG...

FAKE AFTER HE WAS GONE, T PLANNED

DOBBS/ I'LL GET
THEIR GUNS,

GRANDSON?

TO SELL THE COMPANY AND
PAY. OFF THE PHQNY_ SAM/

-:_ o
i

Lot Lt A P

S LT

S
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TO GET THE
PATTON LUMBER

5 5 3|

-"“"l'l'nu

COMPANY/ 1 WAS |Se=m

OLD SAM'S HEIR, /=

BEFORE HIS ,
GRANDSON |
SHOWED LP/ J

MONEY /
MY FLYING DAYS'LL
SOON BE OVER/
BLAIR PROMISED
ME A BIG SLICE OF
THE PATTON
MONEY /

ABOUT
Yov,
ARCHER?

EA#&V YOU AND KOOKIE HAVE I UNDERSTAND

THE NEXT | DONE A FINE JOB,JEFF/T'M BOTH| HOW YOU FEEL ,MR.PATTON/

MORN/ING... | HAPPY AND SAD TODAY/HAPPY | KOOKIE AND 1I'D BETTER BE «AND |
_— BECAUSE YOUNG SAM'S HOME ON OUR WAY, BUT WE'LL WE'LL

: ..;__Mfﬂ _ﬁ, TO STAY... SAD ABOUT BLAIR
e AND ARCHER/

|||||||

£FLY UP—
TO MAKE

SURE WE
GET HERE

BE BACK WHEN WE'RE
NEEDED FOR THE TRIAL/
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’ I'M GLAD YOU'VE N

AGHEED TO TAKE THE

CASE,S5TU/ 1 ANOW
ROD'S NOT GUILTY... I'M
DEPENDING ON YOU
b, TO PROVE IT/

=T

e e o

SruarT MLEY m WS ww. VAN LANSING, 4 WELLe
KNOWN LAWYER, GO 70 THE COUNTY JAIL TO VISIT mﬂm
YOUNGER BROTHER, WHO HAS BEEN ARRESTED FOR m
mafﬁ oF ?ms MYSTER/OUS “HERMIT -OF - THE HILLS "

T HOPE I CAN/
BUT IF ROD WON'T
TALK TO YOU, WHAT
MAKES YOU THINK
"HE'LL TALK TO
ME?

ROD ALWAYS THAT WAS WHEN DID V'
LIKED YOU. STU/ | A LONG TIME AGO/ | | ROD COME BACK
FACT IS, YOU WERE | T HAVEN'T SEEN FROM HIS LONG

ONE OF HIS HIM FOR YEARS / TRIP AROUND

HEROES / THE WORLD ?

THREE DAYS AGOD/
HE'S CHANGED A LOT...
GROWN SILENT AND
MOODY / YOU'LL BE
SURPRISED, 5TU /




HELLO,
BROUGHT AN OLD

FRIEND

ROD/ T'VE
TO SEE

YOu/

YOU'LL SEE ME
WON'T YOU, ROD?

STU BAILEY...
REMEMBER??

1 SURE DO/ YOU
SAVED MY LIFE ON A
FISHING TRIP IN
CANADA S SORRY I
WAS RUDE, STL/ 2, o

st L e e R e

THANKS FDR
COMING, STUS BUT I

TO YO0U...O& THE

HAVE NOTHING TO SAY | YOUR MIND, JUST

ALL'RIGHT/
BUT IF YOU CHANGE

LET VAN KNOW /

-POLICE/

I TOLD YOUT DON'T
WANT TO SEE ANYEZ0DY’
GO AWAY AND LEAVE

ME ALONE /

) R A L

WHY DID | TO TALK TO YOU / HE
VAN BRING YOU | HOPES I CAN FIND
HERE ? E\IIDENEE}_. TO CLEAR

YOou =

I CAN'T UNDERSTAND LET'S DRIVE
HOW ROD WAS MIXED UP | OUT TO BEAL'S
WITH A STRAMNGE PLACE IN THE
CHARACTER LIKE THIS HILLSY IT'M
ADAM BEAL, THE CURIOUS TO
HERMIT/ SEE IT/




pApe
L aTeR,
THEY
ARRIVE
AT THE
SHACK
WHERE
THE e . y .
HERMIT- | AL Rt
OF-THE - : 2 i i
HILLS | el —a- JIB
AAD ——— il B T R oo e |
LIVED LS T e S
ALONE...

POLICE FROM THE
HOMICIDE BUREAU/ THAT'S
LIEUTE Ngfﬁ:,rf GILMORE'S

SURE / SERGEANT
BLAKE AND T HAVE BEEN
GOING OVER THE PLACE
BUT WE HAVEN'T FOUND

ANYTHING THE BOYS
MISSED LAST NIGHT/

CAN
WE GO
INSIDE 7

HELLO, GIL/ YOU KNOW
Bl VAN LANSING/ WE CAME TO
&S LOOK AROUND/ NEITHER OF
US HAS EVER SEEN
THE PLACE /
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R\Y 1 FOUND ZA/S, LIEUTENANT/  \&
S8/ 1T HAD SLIPPED DOWN BETWEEN }
THE FLOOR BOARDS/ £

7/ UKE A TRIDENT/
d TAKE A LOOK
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B S TS ALTTLE .

W) | wAS A WATCH CHARM

GOLD TRIDENT, ALL
RIGHT/ I'D SAY IT

OR LUCKY PIECE/ /£

T DON'T RECALL ANY/
I ANWOW 1T'VE NEVER
SEEN THIS GOLD

TRIDENT, BEFORE,
LIEUTENANT Y/

IT'S STILL
BRIGHT AND
UNTARNISHED,
SO IT MUST HAVE
BEEN DROPPED
HERE VERY
) RECENTLY/

Y NO CHAIN OR
KEY RING WAS
FOUND ON BEAL/
DID YOUR BROTHER
HAVE ONE,
LANSING ?

IT WAS PROBABLY
HANGING ON A CHAIN
OR KEY RING... COULD
HAVE BEEN BROWKEN
OFF IN A STRUGGLE Y

THEY LOOK AROUND THE CLUTTERED
)

LEAN-TO STOREROOM...

NO! HE WAS
SAVDA?JYR'?EIHG a1
BUT HE STILL
| :_. MURDER GUN .
IN HIs

POCKET!

WHAT
ABOUT THAT
BRUISE ON
ROD'S HEADT?

BEAL MUST'VE HIT HIM

IN THE STRUGGLE/ ALL THE
EVIDENCE POINTS TO ROD...
THERE'S NO SIGN ANYONE
ELSE WAS HERE /

-"fi.‘_..)'

YOU SAID HIS RIGHT/ SO FAR
FINGERPRINTS WERE WE HAVEN'T
ON THE GUN/ SO FOUND ANY
YOU HAVE EVERYTHING | CONNECTION

AND BEAL /

JKEEPT A Hd?’ﬂ’l / BETWEEH ROD

=R, 3 ::_.:..E.T.
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_ P o =T
X7istate

P Rﬂ&iﬂs 1
M5 OFFICE..

HOW'D YoU

MAKE OUT WITH
THE LANSINGS,
STU ¢

ET STRIP

oo 'R - Y

COME IN THE
OFFICE AND T'LL TELL
NOU — A#F Y/ LET ME
SEE THAT KEY RING,
KOOKIE /. .

WHERE'D YOU J.R., THE PARKING
GET THE LITTLE GOLD | LOT BOY, GAVE IT TO
TRIDENT? ME FOR A-GOOD
LUCK CHARM/

i
uuuuu

e,

J.R. FOUND ITON THE IT MIGHT
GROUND IN THE PARKING | BE IMPORTANT/
LOT YESTERDAY/ WHY LET'S TALK
ALL THE INTEREST,STU? TO JR.S

rrrrr

DO YOU HAVE ANY
IDEA WHO MIGHT HAVE
DROPPED THE LITTLE
TRIDENT,J.R.T ‘

NOT A GLIMMER /
.1 FOUND 1T IN THE

ASKED FOR IT, SO

I GAVE IT TO

KOOKIE FOR A
GOOD-LUCK

5 S i

BACK LOT/ NOBODY'S fa

IT COULD BE A LEAD TO A

MURDERER ,J.R.#/ TRY TO REMEMBER
WHAT CARS YOU PARKED IN THE
LOT YESTERDAY/
I'LL BE IN ‘MY
OFFICE ./

COME ON
KOOKIE/ 1'L



GAVE ME ALL THE INFORMATION

THE POLICE HAVE/ ROD
LANSING'S THE ONLY

SUSPECT S0 FARY

WHAT
Bu/iey REPORTS THE DAY'S ACTIVITIES THEY ﬁ?.lﬂnw ﬂg Pgﬁ%Enﬁgggé%T SSEIEAH!

70 A/S —] ABOUT THE
PARTNERS../ LIEUTENANT GILMORE HERMIT?

.,

ALONE AND RAISED FLOWERSIH
THERE'S NO EVIDENCE HE

EVEN KNFW ROD
LANSING 7 | IJ

[ T reires .r-ﬂ"_‘
i :’I.'ﬁ.ql -"|r'..i-

MAYBE THE ANSWER'S IN IT'S THE

IT

THIS LITTLE TRIDENT AND | EMBLEM OF

IT'S TWIN THAT WAS NEPTUNE, / HAS THREE
FOUND IN BEAL'S SHACK/ THE SEA / PRONGS /
IF WE CAN FIGURE OUT [\ GOD/ THE NUMBER

SOME MEANING... /N ____Z\ FMRFF

R it T

__________

I THINK YOU'VE
HIT ON SOMETHING,
. JEFF/

CONNECTED
WITH THE
SFA’

| ¥ MR BAILEY/ I REMEMBERED |

7 D0 YOU HAPPEN

THE CAR/IT WAS A VERY SHARP
FOREIGN JOB 7/ THE DRIVER

KE BIG MONEY/
- g .'ﬁ_'.'

::.;.r
|

|

[ =
————

TO KNOW HIS NAME

% k OR REMEMBER THE

LICENSE NUMBER, ,
JR7? A

NOW
YOU'RE
ASKING FOR
MIRACLES,
STU/




AND T'LL GIVE

! GOOD WORK,J.R/
WE WON'T TELL ANYONE

MUM'S

e g THE ABOUT THIS, EXCEPT THE WORD

Y RESTAURANT LIEUTENANT GILMORE/ MR, BAILEY/

- DOORMAN SO WE'LL TRUST YOU SO LONG/ |
KNEW THE A

‘QD SAY NOTHING/
BIG MONEY :
MAN WHEN
1 DESCRIBED
HIM/ HE'S
GORDON
MACKEY...
QWNS THE
MACKEY -
IMPORTING

COMPANY /

Lar=r... - [ |F HE /8 INNOCENT,
— BELIEVE ROD 'M THE ONLY WAY TO PROVE
LANSING'S | NOT SURE.. IT 1S TO FIND THE GUILTY | CALL IT A

INNOCENT,

BUT I MAN / T'LL CALL ON
STU?

REALLY THINK GORDON MACKEY
HE 1S/ TOMORROW MORNING/

=

W

MR. MACKEY JUST HELP HIM LOOK... BUT DOWN'T SUNSET STRIP
DROVE ONTO THE LOT/ TELL MIM WHNAT YOU FOIND!S L Sl .

ANOTHER MAN'S WITH , T'LL WANDER IN AND HELP, TOO/ AL —-T
HIM/ MACKEY'S LOOKING - WE'LL WAIT

FOR SOMETHING/

WHAT SHALL I DO? L ] -" i <

g i %
-] = " I v
T = - . i \
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LOSE | YES! A GOOD-LUCK CHARM! I WAS TAKING MY FRIEND TO '\ .
ggh:ﬁ:%ﬂﬂﬁ,? HIS CLUB WHEN I MISSED IT...50 WE STOPPEP BY TO EXCUSE ME,
NTLEMEN : | _ |

eeeemm SEE |IF T DROPPED SIR! T HAVE TO
;gl‘. lT HERE, EARLIER!/ TAKE CARE OF A
: . = _ CUSTOMER!

— A :.:Jrllﬁf. ._-3; X

W7y RS FLASHLIGHT BAILEY
SOINS THE SEARCH.. .

I APPRECIATE YOUR GLAD TO

ITS A
SMALL GOLD
PIECE, SHAPED
LIKE A TRIDENT/

HELPING US/I'M GORDON| ¥NOW YOU IT HAS NO
MACKEY/ THIS IS MY |BOTH/T'M STUART VALUE...
FRIEHD STEVEN BAILEY/ IS THE EXCEPT TO

CHARM LARGE
-OR SMALLT?

ULE OF THE RULE

ME/ IT'
Eaﬁ&smp COMPANY/ E/ IT'S SORT

LY

wll T
. L3 '.
| ]

| 'S - THANKS AGAIN THAT
GETTING LATE, FOR YOUR HELP. BAILEY/ | REMINDS ME..,
GORDON/ WE'D SORRY WE HAVE TO SO HAVE 1/1
BETTER GIVE RUSH OFF, BUT WE HOPE YOU
UP THE SEARCH/ HAVE AN APPOINTMENT/ | FIND YOUR
CHANCES ARE, . B TRIDENT,
YOU DROPPED ; B MACKEY/ 4
IT SOMEWHERE | e

ELSE~TT LL
TURN UP/ &




BAILEY AND SPENCER FOLLOW GORDON I WONDER MAYBE LANSING
MACKEY AND STEVEN RULE TO A WHAT BUSINESS | OWNS THE THIRD
LARGE HOUSE IN AN EXCLUSIVE DISTRICT.. | MACKEY AND TRIDENT, AND ROD'S
RULE HAVE WITH | KEEPING QU\ET TO

THAT'S. LANSING / PROTECT HIS
VAN LANS/INGS - BROTHER /
NOME , JEFF/

&
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THAT DOESN'T MAKE HE MIGHT THERE'S SOMETHING GOOD
SENSE, JEFF/ VAN LANSING THINK 1T .| STRANGE ABOUT EVERYONE| IDEAZ WE CAN
WOULDN'T HIRE US TO WOULD THROW IN THIS CASE,INCLUDING | LOOK AROUND
INVESTIGATE AND RISK A EVERYONE THE HERMIT/ LET'S GO |} WHILE

BEING FOUND OQUT/ OFF HIS UP TO HIS PLACE/. I'D M NO ONE'S

__\_ TRAIL/

LIKE TO SEE IT/

Lee=—"—"""908
1 " - B T

LOOK, STU/ SOMEONE -\ == — ——~\ SUDDENLY, THE DIGGER AND
IS DIGGING IN ONE OF THE NOT YET/ IS LANTERN DISAPREAR...
772y | FLOWER BEDS/ SHALL WE & WAIT AND SEE| -
PARK b MOVE INON HIM? _a&n>\ WHAT HE'S
THE T o ne e s SN \ AFTERS
gﬁ.?‘ W _ : -{"":-‘_*"\ o "
OF
SIGHT
AND
START
ON
FooT
TOWARD
THE : ',,.,--*“-l :
DARK, |
SILENT B el
SHACK B

-a

g




NE'S VAN/SNED //“> LET'S SEE
NE DROPPED OUYSWHERE HE WENT/

OF S/IONT ///

Pl
el
"N o
.
] [y
=
—
-

COME ON,JEFF/

BAILEY MOVES CaUuT/IOUSLY DOWN THE
STEPS AND FINDS HIMSELF IN A SHORT.
NARROW TUNNEL, LEADING INTO A
DIMLY~LIGHTED CELLAR UNDER THE SHACK...

THERE'S THE I DON'T .
ANSWER/STEPS LEADING | HEAR OR SEE
UNDER THE SHACK/ THEY| ANYTHING/ T'LL
WERE HIDDEN UNDER | GO DOWN FIRST/
THAT BOX OF FLOWERS/ A COVER ME/

o il = b
A i ;
- il -

HE s/6NALS SILENTLY TO SPENCER
TO FOLLOW AHiM...




TEma=

o 5 T T
NOLD 1T, MISTER/ = &
TURN AROUND SLOWLY 7/ 0-0KAY /
WITA YOoUR NANDES /O~DON T
MICH $ $woo7. |

il
VERT

WHILE BAILEY COVERS THE MAN,
SPENCER SEARCHES HMHIM...

YOU CAN
PUT YOUR
HANDS DOWN
NOW.... WHAT'S

GIVE IT IF THIS WATCH IS
TO ME // YOU YOURS, WHY 15T
HAVE NO ENGRAVED WITH THE

INITIALS, AB, INSTEAD

RIEHT-"-
- OF FM T

{ WRONG/ AN OLD SHIPMATE

I'M NOT DOIN' ANYTHING

LIVES HERE/

& O e Y

HE'S NOT

HOME, SO

| I CAME
 DOWN HERE
s TN TO GET
¥\ some oF

>y O\ MY THINGS/

et
5 4 ." '. -'l'-
E Ve o

WHAT'S 1 DUNNO/ THEY
IN ALL THESE | BELONG TO BEAL / HE
BOXES AND | STORES '‘EM HERE FOR
PACKAGES? | SAFE-KEEPIN/WNEY -~

WHAT'RE YOU DOIN’,
MISTER? THAT'S
MY WATCH/




DON'T SHOOT,
JEFF! WE WANT
HIM .TO
TALKS

ON YOUR FEET, MOSS/
NOW, YOU'LL ANSWER SOME
QUESTIONS AND TELL THE

!

YOU KILLED - YOU'RE LYING/
ADAM BEAL AND N-NO/ YOU'LL MAKE THINGS
STOLE HIs HE G-GAVE EASIER FOR
WATCH, DIDN'T/ IT TO ME../ YOURSELF, \F

You.r ADAM'S YOU TALK
NOT ! STRAIGHT/
DEAD/ '

WE'RE PRIVATE
DETECTIVESS THIS WATCH
WILL CONVICT YOU OF
BEAL'S MURDER/ IF
YOU'RE SMART, YOU'LL
TELL THE WHOLE -

OKAY, I'LL TALK 7
I O/D KILL ADAM BEAL/

BUT 1-
NAL TO DO IT,
OR BE KILLED,
MYSELF/ IT WAS
AN ORDER FROM
THE TOP MAN/
I DON'T KNOW
WHO HE 1S/
NEVER SAW
HIM/ ALWAYS
TALKS ON
THE 'PHONE/




WAS ROD NO/ HE JUST HAPPENED
LANSING PART | TO COME TO THE SHACK -
OF THE PLAN? THAT NIGHT/ I DON'T

: KNOW WHY/ I KNOCKED
HIM OUT AND RIGGED
" HIM FOR THE KILLING/

Y I FIGURED IF HE WAS IN |
ON THE DEAL,HE'D BE T0O [
SCARED TO TALK ANYWAY/ A

WHAT SMUGGLIN' STUFF INTO THE I WAS -
DEAL 7 / COUNTRY.. DIAMONDS, PAINTINGS, PAID TO PICK ¢
PERFUMES ANMD FURS, LIKE THESE / UP THE STUFF :
THEY STOLE 'EM IN OTHER PLACES, FROM A
BROUGHT 'EM IN BY SHIP, STORED HIDING PLACE
'EM HERE TILL THEY SOLD ‘EM / ON THE DOCK
- ‘AND BRING
IT HERE/
BEAL'S THE
ONLY MAN
T EVER
SAW /

HE WANTED TO QUIT EAIIE}" SHOWS MOSS THE LITTLE TRIDENT

WAS | THE DEAL/ THEY WERE AFRAID | FOUND /N THE PARKING LOT...
BEAL | HE'D TALK/ I WAS SENT HERE
KILLED? | TONIGHT TO GET THE STUFF S0 YO FOUND IT/

BEFORE THE fﬂ'PE COULD IT BROKE OFF BEAL'S WATCH
FIND IT: CHAIN WHEN WE WERE
FIGHTIN'/

ot R v |

—




I HAVE A HUNCH THE

L ATER THAT NIGHT, IN LIEUTENANT GILMORE'S
2 TRIDENTS ARE THE PHRSE

ﬂFFICE... I o

_ | =) LEADER'S CREDENTIALS/
-YOU'VE DONE A FINE THAT'S A - i
JOB,FINDING A. | 7NREE-WAY OPERATION.. WE KNOW
KILLER,AND HIS MOTIVE,| STEALING, SMUGGLING, AND - THE OWNERS
AND UNCOVERING A _'| SELLING/ THE TRIDENTS — ik
SMUGGELING RACKET/ HAVE TNRFEF PRONGS,./ — BEAL AND
= , S I FIGURE
i © THERE .
e/ MUST
. BE A
THIRD...
----- THE TOP

.....

MAN ./

I'D GUESS THE THIRD
ONE'S VAN LANSING/ ROD KNOWS
ABOUT THE SMUGGLING AND 1S
KEEPING- QUIET TO PROTECT
VANY T'LL. BRING LANSING AND
MACKEY ™N FOR QUESTIONING/

......

OKAY, STU/
T'LL HOLD OFF ONE
DAY/ BUT NO LONGER/
I WANT THOSE

GIVE US A CHANCE
TO FIND SOME QAL
EVIDENCE AGAINST
THEM/ ALL WE HAVE
NOW IS SUSPICION/ J

Yol

\ MeXT MORNING,

| LA FICE...

----- ; [ e I
L Hia

IMPORTANT/

e S
Ptk

e .
R

SORRY TO INTRUDE,

VAN/ I MUST TALK TO YOU
PR 7= | FOR A MOMENT/ TS

COME IN,STU/ I THINK
YOU KNOW STEVEN RULE/ WE
ARE OLD FRIEWDS.. AS WELL _




VAN AND 1 DON'T GO ON
HAVE FINISHED OUR| MY ACCOUNT, MR. RULE/
BUSINESS, MR. SAY/ THAT'S AN
BAILEY, SO INTERESTING GOLD
T'LL GO/ } PIECE...A LITTLE

TRIDENT/ MAY I
| LOOK AT IT/

M

- ,L‘ﬂr

= | & /‘f LYy -

OON'T MOVE, STEVE//
CENTLEMEN I'M | HAVE YOU GONE
| SORRY TO DO THIS/ | CRAZY ? YOU CAN'T
VAN, I THINK YOU GET AWAY WITH
KNOW WHAT THIS/
BAILEY'S SAYING./ & -

JEFELE I DIDN'TZ BUT WITH
SPENCER// | THE SUSPICION BEGINNING
HOW DID TO POINT TO YOU., I WAITED

YOU OUTSIDE, JUST IN CASE

YOU TRIED TO LEAVE
IN A HURRY /

KNOW..7?

&2 ¥

| . LIKE THE ONE

MACKEY LOST IN THE
PARKING LOT 7 LIKE
THE ONE FOUND AT

ADAM BEALS PLACE?

GO/NG,
OROP

f

LATER THAT DAY

YOU'vE GONF
AS FAR AS YOURE

GUN//

THE POLICE \
ALREADY HAVE
YOUR FRIEND,
MACKEY /

/

Youk

N
Y

' -. E .|'.

I CAME

V_ L

SMUGGLING

WHY DID YOU
THINK YOUR BROTHER| RULE AND MACKEY/
WAS PART OF THE

ROD ?

HOME ON'THE
SAME SHIP WITH

BY SHEER CHANCE,
I OVERHEARD

ONE OF THEIR
CONVERSATIONS!

DEAL,




THEY TALKED ABOUT THE
SMUGGLING AND THE PLANS
- TO KILL THE HERMIT/

THEY
MENTIONED
VAN'S NAME

SEVERAL

TIMES/ 1
DIDN'T KNOW
HE WAS THEIR
LAWYER FOR

THEIR
LEGITIMATE

BUSINESSES!

| I WENT TO THE HERMIT'S
SHACK THAT NIGHT TO

WARN HIM / T THOUGHT
VAN HAD HIRED THE

KILLER! A  ROD/ ,—

ANDYOU N

KEPT QUIET
TO PROTECT
ME /! THANKS,

1A _I.i"

- [ WELL, BOTH OF YOU ARE
COMPLETELY CLEARED NOW/ ROD,
MAYBE LIEUTENANT GILMORE WILL
ARRANGE FOR YOU TO HAVE ONE
OF THE TRIDENTS AS A GOOD-

\ LUCK CHARM/ AFTER ALL, THEY
A SAVED YOUR LIFE/

The word thug is net a slang word, nor
is it a coined name used for a ruffian or
a robber, Thugs were a caste of profes-
sional robbers who terrorized India,
from the mid-1100's to the mid-1800s,
They worshipped Kali, the Hindu god-
dess of destruction, and they plundered
and killed to make sacrifices to her.
Thugs usually strangled their victims
with a neckerchief.

Men of wealth were singled out by the

Thugs to become their victims, After
slyly working his way .into the victim’s
confidence, theThug killed him and took
his possessions. Women and persons who
owned a sacred cow were never molested
by Thugs. The order was brought under
control by the British, but the name lives
on, being associated with lawless men,
who rob and kill, and with ruffians.in

general.,



77 SUNSET

sTRiP____ FRAUD!

Any false representation or deceitful prac-
tice aimed at gaining unfair advantage over
another person is fraud. Aects of fraud are
apparently as old ag mankind.

The most ancient deceptions are still used to
trick the unwary, such as the sale of worth-
less shares of stock in oil wells or mineral
mines, which do not exist.

Cologne, diluted, placed in small bottles, and
sold as perfume at seemingly bargain prices
18 a common practice of fraud, as well as
labeling imitation scents with the initials or
names of well-known perfumes,

I:l

Fraudulent fraternities reap sizable re-
wards by soliciting funds for fake chari-
table organizations. Some solicitors don
uniforms closely resembling those of
approved organizations for easier “takes.”

THhe sale of plants often is fraud. Photos of
beautiful blooms and names that sound im-
pressive entice buyers, who receive dried-up
cuttings that will not grow.

However, there is honor of a sort among

fraudulent characters. For, though most will
matter-of-factly perform numerous decep-
tions, they, as others, scorn the quack doctor
as the most despicable fraud of all.



77 SUNSET STRIP The Truth About Lie Detectors

~ 2

The detective has no aid more valuable than
the polygraph, or lie detector, and he makes
frequent use of it. To the innocent suspect,
it can be a lifesaver ; to the guilty, it appears
like a more terrifying monster than a fire-
breathing dragt}n.

reactions of the person being tested. A crim-
inal may be able to control his facial expres-
sions, but he cannot control his pulse, blood
pressure, or breathing. It is these that the

=)

polygraph records.

g

The part the polygraph plays in keeping people honest is little known. In
banks and department stores, where theft is a constant threat, the periodic
use of the lie detector deters employees from stealing. Knowing that, at any
unspecified time and as a matter of routine procedure, the machine will be
used and their guilt discovered, they do not commit the crime.
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The polygraph is used to prove innocence
as well as guilt. In an attempt to do full
justice, a case may be reconsidered when a
convicted man persists in proclaiming his
innocence. Often, the lie detector will help
in proving him to be not guilty.

. A Mg )
Although the lie detector is as modern as
the jet plane, rice powder was used in an-
cient China for the same purpose. When a
criminal is faced with discovery, fear makes
his mouth go dry. The fine powder, with no
moisture to congeal it, will choke him.




77 SUNSET
STRIP

CHECK O CLUES

THAT FINISHES OUR LITTLE YOU DID A FINE J0B,

TRANSACTION, MR. SPENCER / OF COURSE, = YOUNG MAN!
1 WANT TO WRITE YOU A CHECK, MR. WALKER! =
THANK YOU,SIR!

BUT I SEEM TO HAVE MISPLACED |
MY PEN! MAY 1 BORROW YOURS? 4 - 1 HOPE T CAN
e = BE OF SERVICE

TO YOU AGAIN
<é'

THIS IS THIS 1S JUST ROUTINE, OF COURSE, JEFF :
INSPECTOR BECAUSE YOU WERE THE LAST PERSON TO |}
BURNS, JEFF/ SEE HIM ALINE! [T'S OBVIOUS THAT wALKER
MR. WALKER. TDﬂH’. HIS OWN LIFE/
IS PEAD! CAN
YOU COME OVER
IMMEDIATELY?

- S V- IT'S NOT
Ay { OBVIOUS AT ALL,
. N 4 : mapecwnl

TLL BE
INSPECTOR! | |

AS A MATTER OF FACT, You #HAVE SEEN AS MUCH AS
JUST ONE LOOK TELL’E SEFE SFPENCER SAWS' WHAT
ME THAT MR. WALKER. WAS 7HE CLUE THAT TOLL
WAS MURDERED/ M THIS WAS A CASE OF

MERPER 7
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