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SPAGE
AGADEMY:

THE UNIVERSITY
OF THE PLANETS!

Upon entering Space Academy,

every cadet pledges his life

and career to the service of
mankind!

Here is the famous pledge taken by Space Cadets:

I SOLEMNLY SWEAR TO UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE SOLAR ALLIANCE, TO OBEY INTERPLANETARY LAW,
TO UPHOLD THE LIBERTIES OF THE PLANETS, TO SAFE-
GUARD THE FREEDOM OF SPACE, TO UPHOLD THE CAUSE
OF PEACE THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSE...TO THIS END,

I DEDICATE MY LIFE!
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; THE usuAL DAY OF STUDY
@M @@[@ ) IS INTERRUPTED AT SPACE
ﬁ ACADEMY...

WHAT'S ALFIE
BLOWING HIS
JETS ABOUT?

HEY, TOM !
ROGER' ASTRO!
WAIT FOR
ME!

THEY'VE JUST POSTED COME ON! LET'S WE'RE ASSIGNED TO THE
THE SQUADS THAT ARE SEE WHAT SPACE PRINCE OF CENTURUS---| ASSIGNMENT IS IMMENSE fITSTHE|

TO GO ON SPEGIAL _SHIP WE DREW, PASSENGER SPAGELINER. LATEST MODEL FOR_ PASSENGERS|
TRAINING FLIGHTS! WERE

"BIRDS GAN STAY HERE|

AND BLOW METEOR

DUST---BUT 1 HAVE WORK
0 007 v

2 i YOU SPAGE
ON THE LisT/ 2) y

ATTENTION' GADET 2
SQUADRON ASSIGNED
TO SPEGIAL TRAINING
FLIGHT DUTY MUST
BE READY TO BLAST-
OFF IN ONE HOUR!
5 /

THAT'S US!
COME ON!WE DON'T
HAVE MUCH TIME _
TO PACK!




NOW WE KNOW WHY HEY, ROGER, WE'RE
[ ABOUT TO BLAST OFF
FOR THE SPAGEWAYS---
BEST DRESSED SPAGE NOT GOING TO THE ANNUAL
MONKEY IN THE AGADEMY! A SPAGE AGADEMY DANGE!

THERE WILL BE
PASSENGERS ON THE

FRINCE OF CENTURUS---
AND SOMEBODY HAS TO
UPHOLD THE DIGNITY

OF SPACE ACADEMY.

WHAT'S THERE TO DO {' DON'T DISCOURAGE THE BOY,
ABDARD A PASSENGER . ASTRO.ROGER IS GOING
- SPACELINER~EXCEPT Fypy ;1) T\TO SHOW THE EARTH-
WALK AROUND AND 81" so0 Finp ) WORMS BOOKING PAS-
\ AGE ON THE SHIP
; W WHAT A REAL
21 SPAGE CADET
: LOOKS LIKE/

READY, FELLOWS?WE'LL|
JUST HAVE TIME TO GET
TO THE SHIP!

RIGHT! LET'S BLAST OFF!

SPACE CADET SQUADROI STOW YOUR GEAR IN
ASSIGNED TO THE PR/NCE OF YOUR CABIN, THEN
CENTURUS REFORTING FOR REPORT TD ME IN THE

T DUTY,CAPTAIN STRONGL ~\ ENGINE RODM...ON

W\ THE DOUBLE! AN

iy

ENGINE ROOM
THAT DOESN'T SOUND
2, S0 600D




WHY DO YOU FIGURE
GAPTAIN STRONG WANTS
US IN THE ENGINE ROOM?

Yol POSSIBLY TO EXPLAIN THE
OPERATIONS OF THIS SHIP.
THERE ARE A GREAT MANY
POINTS OF DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A PASSENGER

MAYBE CAPTAIN
STRONG WANTS US
TO LOOK THE

THERE 1S THE DIFFERENCE IN
SPEED AND ACCELERATION. A

STOP DREAMING,
ROGER. WE'RE NOT
ON A PICNIC!

YOUR FIRST TOUR OF DUTY
WILL BE HERE IN THE
ENGINE ROOM. GRAB THOSE

BUT, CAPTAIN STRONG, I
THOUGHT WE WERE GOING
TO THE GONTROL BRIDGE -
TO GET EXPERIENCE AS
COMMANDING OFFICERS,

NEVER MIND WHAT
YOU' THOUGHT, CADET
MANNING. 65T 8USY F

WELL, JUST LOOK AT OUR
GLAMOUR BOY, TOM!S#/6K
AND SPAN MANNING 7 T'LL
BET THE PASSENGERS ARE
GOING TO BE IMPRESSED!




STAND BY FOR LOOKS LIKE THE PASSEN-
GERS WON'T HAVE A CHANCE
TO ADMIRE YOU, ROGERY

WHAT A SHAME

ALL RIGHT, CADETS,
YOU GANKNOCK OF F
NOW. CLEAN UP AND
REPORT TO CONTRDL

ITH A THUNDEROUS ROAR,
THE HUGE SPAGELINER, PRINGE
OF CENTURUS, ROGKETS AWAY
FROM EARTH--- BOUND FOR
THE VAST EMPTINESS OF °
SPAGE AND ITS DESTINATION,
VENUSPORT/

BUT,ROGER---CAPTAIN| ALL RIGHT, ALL RIGHT !
STRONG WANTS US ON JA FELLOW CAN'T GET
THE CONTROL DECGK, ANY REST WITH YOU
THAT WAS AN OKERS!

ORDER, YOU ;

AW, CRAWL BACK INTO
A VENUSIAN SWAMP{ALL
I WANT TO 00 IS REST!

WE NEVER KNOW WHAT
EMERGENCY MAY ARISE,
GADET MANNING. T'LL
HAVE NO MORE GRIPES




WHEN THIS TRIP IS FINISHED, BEG YOUR LOOKS LIKE DON'T RECOGNIZE THE TYPE,

I EXPECT EVERY ONE OF YOU PARDON, SIR, IR. I'M SURE THERE'S NOTHING
TO KNOW THIS SHIP FROM TOP TO THERE'S A PIP SH\F IKE HER IN OUR TEXT BOOK ON
BOTTOMY! AN OFFICER OF THE ON THE SCREEN. | 3 SPACE SHIP DESIGNS. 5
SOLAR GUARD IS ABLE TO HANDLE Vb, = . - m

AN EMERGENCY ON ANY TRIP,

YOU'RE RIGHT, CADE o WE NOTICED THE STRANGE THANK YOU,
—~AND T DONT = SHIP QUT IN SPACE, CAPTAIN CAPTAIN
% /HAWKS, THOUGHT I'D REPORT
FOR EMERGENCY
v STAND-BY. {8

CONTROL. CORBETT
WITH ME.

WE'VE TRACKED HER COURSE ] DIDN'T YOU SIGNAL

OUR SIGNALS H?VE BEEN IGNORED,

ANDFIND THERE'S DANGER OF THAT SHIP? A PASSENGER * CAPTAIN STRONG! EVERY TIME WE CHANGED
A COLLISION. SPACELINER HAS PRIORITY OUR COURSE, THAT SHIP HAS DONE THE SAME!
= ON COURSE, SIR. IT WANTS TO RAM US---DELIBERATELY/




LET ME TAKE OVER ¥ TAKE OVER, THROUGH THE VAST NO USE / THAT SHIP | WHAT CAN

THE CONTROLS! WE CAPTAIN DISTANCES OF SPACE... AT IS OPERATED WITH WE DO, SIR?
MAY HAVE TO TRY STRONG!I'M TREMENDOUS SPEEDS...THE TWO MILITARY PREGISION! | WE CANT
MILITARY EVASION AFRAID WE'LL SHIPS RAGE AND DODGE! BUT THE THEYVE MATCHED LET THEM

MANEUVERS TO AVOID) NEED ALL THE
A COLLISION! SPACEMAN'S

OUR EVERY

STRANGE SHIP HANGS ON GRIMLY {
3 . MANEUVER!

Ry

THE MADMEN AT THE
CONTROLS OF THAT

-) I'M AFRAID OUR ENTIRE GARGO IS
50, SIRY FOOD CONGENTRATES 3--
WHAT KIND AND THE PASSENGERS
OF CARGO DOES OF COURSE, g IN
THIS SHIP CARRY? | Bieg SOME OF
THE OUTER SPAGE
COLONIES,FOOD CON-
GENTRATES ARE MORE
VALUABLE THAN GOLD---OR|
ORANIUM ! THAT'S WHAT
THESE SPACE PIRATES
ARE AFTER !

THEN WHAT
PURPOSE
WOULO. THEY
HAVE IN
CHASING US,
GAPTAIN STRONG?

IOON'T
THINK THEY
INTEND TO

RAM US,TOM !




WHAT'S UP,
TOM? THIS |

y| SPACE ACADEMY
[ cooe sicnaL

il SPACE ACADEMY 1S ASTRO! |
CODE SIGNAL! £/ CADET HIGGINS
& AND MANNING
REPORTING

i

[

PASS QUT ARMS TO 4 l.ul hs
THE CREW, CAPTAIN

HAWKS . GET THE GOOD (DEA,
PASSENGERS TO K-... STRGNG

GET ASTRO,ROGER
AND ALFIE! ARM
YOURSELVES AND
REPORT HERE
TOMET

A SAFE PLACE.

GRAB PLENTY OF AMMUNITION!
WE'RE ABOUT TO BE ATTACKED
8Y SPAGE PIRATES!

YOU'VE GOT A HOLE
IN YOUR SPACE HAT,

TOM! T DON'T LIKE
g1 JOKES !

AS THE TWO SPACE SHIPS DRAW CLOSER, » " IFTHIS IS A SOMEBODY'S GUT THE

THE PIRATE SHIP BLASTS A WARNING SHOT JOKE---IT'S A SHOOTING AT | SPACE GAB!
ACROSS THE BOW OF THE PRINGE OF 2 MIGHTY USTHEY! A LET'S 60!
CENTURYS! DANGEROUS 3 -




OUR ONLY CHANCE 1S TO
FIGHT THEM WHEN THEY
CLOSE IN AND TRY TO
BOARD US ! HOLD YOUR
FIRE UNTIL I GIVE YOU
MY COMMAND TO SHOOT!

NOW THIS IS A MOST PECULIAR f AW, GU STICK
JAND INTERESTING SITUATION, YOUR HEAD IN
JUST THINK OF IT, FELLOWS. A

HAVE HOLES BLOWN
IN US AND A THINKS
IT'S INTERESTINGS

o Sy,

@ \
s %)

With oEaDLY AIM, THE
PIRATE SHIP BLASTS
THE UNARMEO SPACE-
LINER'S STARBOARD
TUBESS

THAT WAS A HIT
FELLOWS /

[ FecT Lke T HIT THE
/ ROCKET TUBES.
= \;5 )

THEY'RE COMING i ~ WE'RE a
ALONGSIDE, BOYS ! READY, SIR
WE'VE 60T THE FIGHT =3
OF OUR LIVES ON
OUR HANDS NOW/
i HERE THEY
3 COME f AND-
THERE ARE

WHAT'S
THE USE OF
FIGHTING? WE
DON'T STAND

A CHANCE




I'M AFRAID

DON'T TELL ME THE LEAVE HIM ALONE,ASTRO/ WE'RE ALL SCARED, ¥
GREAT' SPACE HEROQ, IDONT BLAME HIM FOR BOYS! WE WOULDN L NTHERE WON'T BE
BEING SCARED! I AM, BE HUMAN IF WE WEREN T/} ANY FIGHT

ROGER MANNING,1S
BUT JUST THE SAME-

SGAREDf
i WE'RE GOING TO GIVE A
% GOOD ACCOUNT OF
OQURSELVES f

YOU DON'T MEAN YOU'RE I'VE GOT TO THINK OF
GOING TO SURRENDER THE SAFETY OF MY
WITHOUT A FIGHT, PASSENGERS! NOTHING
GAPTAIN HAWKS 7 ELSE TO DO BUT

IT WAS WISE OF YOU NOT YRl TAKE WHAT YOU
TO RESIST US,GAPTAIN. T NI WANT / YOU HAVE
WAS READY TO BLAST YOUR M US AT YOUR
SHIP TO ATOMS!







IT'S OUR ONLY CHANCE TO BE FREED
FROM THE MERGURY MINES f REMEMBER---
THOSE ARE ILLEGAL MINES! NO ONE
KNOWS WHERE THEY ARE LOCATEQ.
YOU'LL HAVE TO GET BACK TD
EARTH AND BRING HELP AND
FIND uS f

I'M NOT

ASKING YOU,
GADET CORBETT!
I'M GIVING YOU
AN ORDER!

VERY WELL,SIR! BUT
YOU KNOW HOW I FEEL
ABOUT RUNNING AWAY
AND HIDING-—WHILE

LTHE PIRATES TAKE YOU
AND THE OTHERS OFF
INTO SLAVERY f

ROGER[ TOM IS SIGNALLING DON'T BE A SPAGE
US TO STAY GLOSE TO HIMf GOOF. WHAT CAN HE
SOMETHING'S UPf TRY WITH THOSE
PIRATES ALL AROUND

INSIDE AND STAY
QUIETY HURRY/

PssT/!
FOLLOW ME!
Quick!




* | STRONG TO NOTICE

LET'S HOPE THOSE
PIRATES ARE TOO
BUSY WITH CAPTAIN

OUR DISAPPEARANCE.

B WHAT DO WE
00 NOW?

SIT TIGHT AND
waAITf TOO BAD
ALFIE WAS

CAUGHT AMONG
THE OTHER
PRISONERS.

SLOW- MOVING HOURS LATER...

GOOD THING WE PUT | I GUESS
THE

T DONST HEAR ANY SOUNDS
GUTSIDE! T THINK THE PIRATES
HAVE FINISHED LOOTING AND
GONE ! LET'S GET INTO THESE
SPAGE SUITS.

ON OUR SPACE SUITS!
THE SHIP'S AIR
ESCAPED THROUGH
THAT HATCH.WHERE
THE GANGWAY WAS!
CLOSE IT,ASTROf

AIRTIGHT LOCKERS, THEY
WOULD HAVE NABBED
us!

GIVES ME THE

CREEPS! IT's
LIKE A

DEATH SHIPf

FIRST THING IS TO
GET AIR INTO THIS
SHIP! ROGER, GO
DOWN TO THE ENGINE
ROOM AND GHECK
OVER THE VENTILA-
TING SYSTEM! ASTRO
AND I WILL GO OUT
ON THE HULL AND
GHECK THE DAMAGE
TO OUR TUBES.

I HOPE THOSE
TUBES AREN'T
GOMPLETELY

WRECKED,TOM /




I DON'T THINK WE GAN GET
THEM BACK IN SHAPE , TOM.
THOSE PIRATES KNEW
WHAT THEY WERE
SHOOTING AT.

LET'S GET Y
BACK INSIDE
AND HOPE WE
CAN RAISE A
SOLAR GUARD
STATION OR GRUISER
WITH &N S0 5.

THEY'RE SMASHED
BEYOND-REPAIR,

WORRIED.

LOOKS LIKE
ROGER FIXED THE
VENTILATING
SYSTEM' AEROMETER
INDICATES NORMAL
ATMOSPHERE IN
THE SHIPY

WHAT KEPT
YOU JOKERS
SO LONG? 1
WAS GETTING

1 GAN SEE HOW

WORRIED YOU
WERE ! YOU DIDN'T
LOSE YOUR APPETITE
OVER IT, ANYWAY{

AW, GO BLOW YOUR
JETS ! IGOT SOME
SANDWICHES READY
FOR YOU,DION'T I?
NO GRATITUDE !

THANKS, ROGER.
BUT WE'VE GOT

SOMETHING MORE
IMPORTANT THAN
FOOD TO WORRY
asout!

WE'RE ADRIFT IN SPAGE,
ROGER ! WITHOUT POWER
WE'RE HELPLESS! AND WERE|
MOVING TOWARD THE
SUNYDO YOU
KNOW WHAT THAT
MEANS ?

TROUBLING
You,
JUNIOR?

THIS SHIP---AND ALL
OF US---WILL BE
BURNED TO GINDERE
WHEN WE GET TOO
GLOSE TO THE SUNE



N7’ AS SLAVES WORKING IN
THE ILLEGAL MINES
ON MERCURY ?

YOU DRAGGED ME INTO
THIS { WHY, YOU SPACE
GOOF ? WHAT'D YOU WANT
TO BE A HERO FOR? IF
WE'D STAYED WITH THE
PIRATES, WE COULD AT
LEAST LIVE f

I'LL TAKE MY CHANCES ON ALL RIGHT!

DYING, RATHER THAN BE A

SLAVE! AND DON'T FORGET

ALFIE AND CAPTAIN STRONG

AND THE PASSENGERS ! THEIR

ONLY HOPE FOR FREEGOM
LIES WITH us f

SEND OUT AN ¥ LET'S HOPE
$0S IFYOU ¢ g THE SIGNAL
CAN, ASTROf IS PIGKED UR

SPAGE MONKEYS! I
THINK I'VE GOT THIS
WORKING!

R 7 D0N-F RAres BER I

¥ I'VE PICKED UP A MUST BE A CONTROL DECK TO RADAR! LOGCATE THE
STRANGE SIGNAL, SHIP IN SIGNAL AND PLOT OUT A NEW COURSE

CAPTAIN DETREK, g DISTRESS B ON DIRECTION FINDER/

DISTRESS CALL IN : TH A

THE ANGIENT DOT OKEN

AND DASH CODE. commumc.e:ﬂ‘ou




I'VE LEFT THE SIGNAL
BEAM ON---BUT L GUESS

IT WAS A GOOD TRY,
IT WAS NO USE!

ASTRO ! MAYBE ---MAYBE
THE SIGNAL WAS
PICKED UP BY SOMEBODY!

BAH! YOU'VE ALWAYS GOT TO
BE A BOY SCOUT! WE'RE SUNK!
NEXT TIME YOU WANT TO BE A
HERO, INCLUDE ME OUT

THERE'S NOT
GOING TO BE A
NEXT TIME =-=
FOR US, ROGER!

LOOK! A SHIP! A
SOLAR GUARD
PATROL GRUISERY

A GOUPLE OF
GLOOMY SPAGE GOOFS!
I KNEW ALL THE TIME
WE WERE GOING TO GET
OUT OF THIS FIx!

HE KNEW ALL THE

TIME WE WERE

GOING TO BE
SAVEDS

1 HEARD HIM, BUT I

DON'T BELIEVE IT/

AOBODY COULD BE
LIKE THAT?!

ALL RIGHT! SO WE
ALl KNEW WE'D
BE SAVEDY.

[’y HoLD IT, asTRO!

i REMEMBER, WE'VE
I DUGHT TO

POP YO ON
THE NOSE!

STILL GOT THE
PIRATES TO TAKE




AT EASE,CADETS! SPAGE PIRATES, SIR! THEY I FIGURED WE'D HIDE X YoU FIGURED
AND WHAT IN THE LOOTED THE SHIP AND TOOK @l | AND THEN BRING HELP--- OUT THE PLAN!
BLUE SPACES OFF ALL THE PASSENGERS IF WE GOT OUT OF IT
HAPPENED HERE? A AND CREW TO WORK A4S ALIVE, SIR.
: SLAVES IN THE MINES ON >
MERCURY !

SILENGE, CADET ASTRO! I'M NOT
INTERESTED IN WHO GETS CREDIT FOR
WHAT YOU DIDf OBVIOUSLY, YOU ALL
TOOK A GREAT CHANCE --- AND
DESERVE CREDIT FOR IT!

ATTAGH MAGNETIC GRAPPLERS!
WE'LL TOW THIS WREGK BACK
TO EARTH ! HEAD FOR HOME

STATION AT FULL SPAGE SPEED!

.

YOU GADETS WILL TAKE YOUR
GEAR AND COME WITH ME
ABOARD MY SHIPf GET INTD
YOUR SPAGE SuITS(®

THIS IS WHERE YOU ARE TO WHAT'S #£ THROWING HIS WEIGHT
REMAIN FOR THE REST OF THE AROUND FOR? YOU'D THINK WE WERE
TRIP! YOU ARE TO SEE NO ONE! UNDER ARREST ! OR--=ARE WE?
ABOVE ALL,YOU'RE NOT TO TELL|
ANYONE WHAT HAPPENED
ABOARD THE PR/NCE OF
CENTURUSS THISIS

AN ORDER!




D) AYS LATER, AS THEY DROP THROUGH THE EARTH'S
ATMOSPHERE TOWARD THE ACADEMY SPAGE PORT...

1 STILL GAN'T FIGURE WE'LL SOON KNOW,
OUT WHY CAPTAIN DETREK ASTRO. THERE'S
HAS KEPT US LOGKED UP SPAGE ACADEMY
AS THOUGH WE WERE _ BELOW !
PRISONERS,

YOU WILL REPORT TO GOMMANDER

ARKWRIGHT AT ONGE! AND REMEMBER

MY ORDERS ---TELL NO ONE WHAT
HAPPENED!

AYE,
AYE, SIRY

Anp as THE
CADETS EMERGE,
A SAD AND FORLORN
FIGURE WATCHES
THEM QUIETLY...

{ STEVE ISN'T WITH
THEM! I'M AFRAID
SOMETHING'S HAPPENED

TO HIM !

S -

WHERE'S CAPTAIN

TOM! ROGER! ASTRO!
WHAT HAPPENED?
STRONG?

YOU BOYS KNOW HOW I FEEL ABOUT
STEVE =--=1 MEAN, CAPTAMN STRONG!
TELL ME THE TRUTH--= IS HE --=IS HE---

WE ARE UNDER ORDERS
NOT TO DISCUSS THE
MATTER, DR. DALE.

wasS ALIVE!

HE'S DEADY YOU--- OR. DALE--- GADET 'CORBETT! YOU
YOU BOYS ARE KEEPING WHEN WE SawW HAVE DISOBEYED YOUR
THE TRUTH FROM ME! HIM LAST, HE ORDERS!




IT WAS MY
FAULT, SIR.
11

NEVER MIND, DR, DALE.
I'M GLAD HE DIDf
OTHERWISE, 7 WOULD
HAVE TOLD You!

YOU WILL RESUME YOUR
DUTIES IN THE ACADEMY AS
THOUGH NOTHING HAPPENED.
DO NOT DISCUSS THE SPACE
PIRATES WITH ANYONE.DO
NOT EXPLAIN YOUR ACTIONS
TO ANYONE ! YOU UNDERSTAND?

YES, BUT SOMEHOW I GAN'T.

7 You wiLL

HEAR FROM GET GAPTAIN STRONG AND
ME LATER, ALFIE AND THE OTHERS OUT
OF MY MIND! I KEEP WONDER-

DISMISSED!
p ING WHAT'S HAPPENED
TO THEM! =

HEY! IT FEELS LIKE THE
TEMPERATURE DROPPED
BELOW ZERO HERE! WHY
THE GOLD REGEPTION?

HELLO,
FELLOWS!
¥ o

1 KNOW HOW YOU FEEL,TOM?!
BUT WE GAN'T LET IT GET US

DOWN. LET'S GO TO GHOW.IT'S
JUST ABOUT DINNERTIME.

SPACE ACADEMY
DINING HALL




COME.ON, CHARLIE! By RIGHTf SUDDENLY WHAT'S EATING THESE WE'RE GETTING
I DON'T WANT TO I'VE LOST MY JOKERS? HAVE WE GOT THE S/LENT
SIT AT THIS TABLE! APPETITE! SPAGE FEVER OR TREATMENT

SOMETHING GATGHING? FROM THE GADET

CORPS! BUT WHY?

\ WELL, T DON'T HAVE X DON'T LOSE YOUR WJ | ALL RIGHT, TOM! HERE'S WHERE

IN THE NEXT FEW TO GUESS ANYMORE! HEAD, ROGER! il |x FIND OUT W#Y---0R PUNCH

DAYS, THE SILENT IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE WE'VE GOT TO SOMEBODY'S HEAD OFFf
TREATMENT NOT WANTED HERE! I'VE / FIND OUT W#r?

INCREASED GOT A MIND TO QUIT
UNTIL NO ONE
IN THE ENTIRE

HOLD IT, ROGER !
YOU WON'T GET
ANYWHERE WITH
YOUR FISTS!

YOU DON'T HAVE TO HOLD

HIM BAGK, CORBETT ! I'M NOT
AFRAID OF COWARDS AND

DESERTERS AND THAT INCLUDES

You AND ASTRCY

YOU'RE GALLING
US COWARDS AND
DESERTERS! WHY?

BECAUSE YOU DESERTED
GADET HIGGINS AND GAPTAIN
STRONG---AND THE GIVILIAN
PASSENGERS AND GREW OF
THE PRINGE OF CENTURUST
YOU'VE DISGRACED
SPAGE ACADEMY{




NOW YOU KNOW WHY
YOU'RE NOT WANTED
HERE AT SPACE
|AcADEMY! HAVE
YOU GOT ANYTHING
TO SAY IN EXPLANATION?

WE GAN
say f

NO—NO!
THERE'S
NOTHING

COME ON, ROGER,
LET'S GET TO
OUR ROOM.

I'VE HAD ENOUGH OF THESE

ISPACE MONKEYS! THEY CAN TAKE
SPACE ACADEMY AND BLOW T
INTO METEOR DUST FOR ALL
I GARE! I'M QUITTING!

ASTRO AND I ARENT GOING TO
LET YOU QUIT, ROGER ! WERE IN
THIS TOGETHER---AND WE'LL

GALLS US INf YOU DONT THINK
HE'S FORGOTTEN THAT CAPTAIN
STRONG 1S HELD AS A SLAVE ON*

WAIT UNTIL COMMANDER ARKWRIGHT

MERGURY, DO YOU? '

YOU'RE_RIGHT, CADET CORBETT
I HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN! IN FACT, WE'VE
BEEN MAKING PREPARATIONS TO RESCUE
THEM - --AND TO SMASH THE ENTIRE
RING OF SPAGE PIRATES AND ILLEGAL
MINERS!

CADETS! YOU SEE, I WANTED

TO GIVE YOU BOYS A GOOD

REASON FOR RESIGNING FROM
SPACE ACADEMY!

YOU--- YOU WANT
US TO RES/IEN? TO
aure



" IT'S NEGESSARY THAT YOU
HAND IN YOUR RESIGNATION--~
TO ASSURE THE SUGCESS OF
THE MISSION I'M ABOUT TO
SEND YOU OUT ON!

VERY WELL,

SIR! WE HEREBY
OFFER OUR

RESIGNATIONS!

4600DY I HAVE YOUR RESIGNATIONS. NOW
L1 WANT YOU TO REPORT TO THE MERCHANT
OF MARS. IT'S A SPACE TRAMP FREIGHTER.
YOU'LL BE TOLD WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO
WHEN YOU GET ABOARD HER.

VERY
GOOD,SIR,

WAIT A MINUTE, TOM !
I---1 WANT TO THANK
YOU FOR TELLING ME
THAT STEVE IS STILL
ALIVE. AND---AND--~

ARRIVING AT THE

DON'T LET HER
SPACE PORT...

LOOKS DECEIVE CAPTAIN

DETREKY

TOGETHER | YOU, ASTRO! THIS
THIS I H

:A%ﬂ”‘j’rsg; ,.,E‘,,S.f LONG ¥ SPACE BABY WILL GET
WHERE DID THEY DIG | ENOUGH TO
UP THIS PIEGE OF GET TC THE
SPACE JUNK? . MOON!

US TO MERGURY ==~
' AND BACK!




INSIDE, BOYS, AND

TAKE YOUR STATIONS!

WE'RE BLASTING OFF
INTWO MINUTES!

s
; L EXPLAIN ONGE
RE IN SPAGE
BLAST OFF,

DA

THIS SHIP IS NOT THE
PATCHED-UP PIECE OF

DISGUISEDY

SPAGE JUNK YOU THOUGHT,
BUT A FULLY-ARMED SOLAR
GUARD PATROL GRUISER---

1 THOUGHT sof }| | AnD we

KNEW IT, SIR'

ONE LOOK AT CARRY
THE POWER PLENTY OF
DECK, AND I EXTRA ARMS

AND
AMMUNITION! /

YOU MEAN, SIR, WE'RE
GOING TO MERCURY?

AND TO FREE
THE SLAVES
IN THE MINES!

WE'LL NEVER FIND THE MINES, SIR!

THEY'LL SPOT US THE MOMENT
WE LAND!

THEY WON'T AFTER YOU GHANGE INTO
THESE CLOTHES! WE'RE LANDING ON
MERCURY AS A TRAMP FREIGHTER---
WILLING TO EARN A DISHONEST BIT
OF MONEY WITHOUT ASKING QUESTIONS!




AND TO THINK THAT
ROGER WAS ONCE THE
GLAMOUR BOY OF
SPAGE ACADEMY!

LOOK AT YOURSELF!
YOU'RE NO BETTER
THAN A SPAGE HOBO!

NOW WE LOOK LIKE THE
PROPER CREW FOR AN OLD
SPAGCE TRAMP LIKE THE
MERCHANT OF MARS /!
LET'S HOPE WE FOOL THE
SPAGE PIRATES OF
MERCURY.

Past venus,
THE MERCHANT
OF MARS ROCKETS
TOWARDS THE
SMALL PLANET
OF MERCURY.
THEN...

THERE IT IS,
SIR! WE
SHOULD BE
ENTERING THE
ATMOSPHERE
OF MERGURY
SOON.

SET HER
DOWN,
TOMS!

WE'LL GO INTD
A SLOW GLIDE
UNTIL WE SPOT
THE SPACE PORT!

BRAKING
ROGKETS?

BRAKING
ROCKETS
IT IS, SIR!

THERE'S A NEW SPAGE TRAMP
FREIGHTER! SOUND OUT THE

CAPTAIN AND FIND OUT IF HE'S
WILLING TO PIGK UP A GARGO
OF MERCURIUM! IF HE TURNS
QUT TO BE HONEST, SLIT
HIS THROAT!

RIGHT,
GHIEF!I'LL
TAKE CARE




WELGOME TO

NO WIND BROUGHT WELL, T MIGHT

MERGCURY, ME, MAN' I'VE GOT BE ABLE TO
CAPTAIN. A SHIP---AND A HELP YOU,
WHAT SPAGE SHIP NEEDS A GAPTAIN--- FOR
WIND BRINGS CARGO TO MAKE A SLIGHT
YOU HERE? GCOMMISSION.
COME ALONG
WHERE WE

GAN TALK!

PROFITABLE
CARGO---AND

YOU TWO STAY
HERE AND MAKE

SURE NO ONE
GOMES ABDARD
TO SNOOP/ I'LL
GO WITH CAPTAIN

SUPPOSE YOU HAD A CHANGE TO PICK OF COURSE '
UP A CARGD OF MERGURIUM METALS, BUT WHERE
CAPTAIN ---COULD YOU TAKE IT CAN I FIND
TO VENUS? SUCH A
CARGOD?

ONE OF THE CONDITIONS 15

ALL RIGHT, I'M YOUR
THAT YOU ASK NO QUESTIONS MAN READY FOR BLAST-
T'LL TAKE YOU TO A PLAGE OFF ANYTIME YOU SAY!
WHERE YOU CAN GET IT?

WE'LL LEAVE #0#7 I'LL GO~
ALONG TO PILOT YOUR
SHIP!




YES, 1 HEAR
THE SOLAR
GUARD
PATROLS ARE
ON THE
LOOKOUT FOR
SMUGGLERS!

| THERE'S PLENTY
OF MERCURIUM TO
BE HAD---ONLY
TROUBLE 15, WE
DON'T HAVE ENOUGH
FREIGHT SHIPS THAT
ARE WILLING TO
CARRY IT/

CAPTAIN, HOW DO WE
KNOW THIS ISN'T A
TRAP SET FOR US
BY THE SOLAR

GUARDS?

GOOD FOR YOU, TOM! I'LL
PLAY ALONG JUST TO MAKE
SURE THIS SPACE RAT DOESN'T
BEGIN TO SUSPECT US.

!
YOU MAY BE
RIGHT, LAD!

NOfNOS I'M ALL RIGHT, WALK AHEAD OF Us’
NOT A POLICE IF YOU TRY ANY TRICKS,YOU'LL
SPYfI'M HAVE A TASTE OF MY KNIFE

REALLY
WORKING FOR
THE ILLEGAL
MINES HERE!

BETWEEN YOUR RIBS/

WHAT ABOUT IT?
ARE YOU TRYING TO
TURN US OVER TO
THE SOLAR GUARDS?

1 FIGURED IF WE AGT
SUSPIGIOUS ABOUT HIM, HE
WON'T HAVE TIME TO START
GETTING SUSPIGIOUS ABOUT
USf THERE'S OUR SHIP
AT THE JUNGLES EDGE,
- SIR.

DON'T WORRYfYOURE
THE KIND OF A MAN
WE CAN USEWE'LL

HAYE PLENTY

OF CARGO

FOR YOU!

I HOPE IT ISN'T FAR
FROM HERE! I GET
NERVOUS IF I STAY
TOO LONG IN ONE
SPACE PORT. TOO
POPULAR WITH THE
SOLAR GUARD!




OUR HEADQUARTERS HOW CAN YOU FIND
ARE WELL HIDDEN, ANYTHING IN THAT

CAPTAIN. WE'LL BE ‘ JUNGLE?
THERE SOON/

THERE'S THE PLACE,SIR!
FROM THE LOOKS OF IT,
THERE MUST BE A LOT
OF PEOPLE LIVING

GOMING IN FOR
A LANDING.

GET READY FOR THE THIS IS IT, BOYS! THEY WILL
CARGO! I'LL MAKE ALL PROBABLY USE PRISONERS TO LO
ARRANGEMENTS { "THE SHIP. TOM, YOU STAND BY THE
. CARGO HATCH AND PICK OUT THE
BEST LOOKING MEN AMONG THE
RIGHT AL PRISONERS AND GIVE THEM GUNS.
S —— - \ ROGER, YOU PASS THE GUNS TO
< . = W Tom!
| s [
e
5
Y
s—-"__
—

IMPS OF SPACE ! LOOK
HOW THE PRISONERS ARE
TREATED! LIKE THE SLAVES

OF A THOUSAND YEARS AGO!




PSSST ! TAKE THIS T'VE PRAYED TO GET

AND WAIT FOR MY A GUN INTO MY HANDSY

SIGNAL! WE'RE YOU GAN GOUNT
FRIENDS!

STEP LIVELY, THERE'
WE HAVENT ALL
DAY! L/VELY S

NO TIME TO
EXPLAIN NOW, SIR!
ROGER ‘AND ASTRO
ARE HERE, TODT
WE'VE GOT GUNS FOR AS
MANY PRISONERS AS WE
CAN GOUNT ON TO FIGHT
WITH US!

TOM! WHAT ARE
YOU DOING HERE?
HOW 01D YOU---

HERE, YOU SPAGE DOG fBRING
YOUR CARGO INTO THIS
COMPARTMENT !

GIVE GUNS TO EVERY
PRISONER! THERE ISN'T ONE

OF THEM WHO WOULDN'T FIGHT
TO WIN HIS FREEDOM!

As PRISONER AFTER PRISONER PASSES BY, TOM HANDS
OUT THE GUNS... UNDER THE VERY EYES OF THE PIRATE
GUARD!




TOMf TOM CORBETT '
AM 1 OVERJOYED TO
GAZE UPON YOUR
GOUNTENANGE f

HOW ARE WE DOING,
TOM? CAPTAIN DETREK
WANTS TO KNOW IF
WE'LL BE READY
SOON!

MOST OF THE PRISONERS
ARE ALREADY ARMED ! WE'LL
BE SET IN ANOTHER FIVE
MINUTES.

5 HE'S A FRIEND OF
MINE--- IN FACT,
A GLASSMATE
AT SPAGE

\ ACADEMY!

YOU KNOW THIS
PRISONER, HUH? WHAT
DID HE SAY?

MY GOODNESS!,YOU WERE
CONTEMPLATING A RESGUE---
AND I'VE-SPOILED EVERYTHING !

FORGET IT, ROGER? ALFIE'S
BEEN THROUGH PLENTY' |
HE GOULDN'T HELP IT!

YOU'VE TIPPED OUR
PLANS




GAPTAIN DETREK'

GO BACK AS THOUGH NOTHING
HAPPENED. TELL CAPTAIN STRONG
TO FIRE WHEN HE'S READY ! THE
REST OF YOU GET GUNS OUT OF
» THE LOGKERS.

YOU HAVEN'T SPOILED ANYTHING YET,
ALFIE! DRAG THIS RAT INTO THE STORE=
ROOM AND LOCK HIM INf ROGER! INFORM

ARREST THE SPACE PIRATES! WILL

LISTEN, TOM? YOU
CAN'T ORDER US INTO
AGTION! THAT'S
CAPTAIN DETREK'S
RESPONSIBILITY!
YOU MIGHT SPOIL
HIS PLANS!

WE'RE. SPAGE CADETS UNDER THE d
COMMAND OF THE SOLAR GUARD! WE'RE
GOING TO FREE ALL OF YOU --- AND

YOU PRISONERS HELP?

ALL OF USWILL!
TELL US WHAT

I'¥E gor ro,
ASTRC S THERE'S
NOT A MOMENT
TO LOSE!

THAT GUARD WE LOGKED
UP IS GOING TO BE
MISSED. ANY
MINUTE!

SOMETHING'S
HAPPENING OVER
THERE ! LOOKY IN
THE PRISON
COMPOUND /.

TO THE ARMS STOREROOM!
TAKE THAT AND WE'LL"
ARM EVERY PRISONER HERE!




I CAPTAIN STRONG IS ATTACKING! JUST THE MEN “vou'D 0o 1 I MIGHT NOT HAVE CAUGHT YOU

DISARM EVERY PIRATE YOU FIND I'VE BEEN BETTER BY SURPRISE IF ID LOOKED MORE
ABOARD THE SHIP! LOOKING FOR! IF You'p CAREFULLY! DROP YOUR WEAPONS!|
LOOK
WHERE
7 YOU WERE WHAT'S GOME
GOING! OVER YOU?

sl

P
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WHAT DO YOU THE PIRATE
THINK WE HAVE CRUISER!
TO DO, TOM? WHY, SIR,
LDOK OUT THEY'LL
THERE f PLASTER THIS
WHOLE AREA
WITH BOMBS!

LOCK THEM UP IN THE STOREROOM THAT WAS QUIGK THINKING,
AND DO THE SAME TO THE REST OF THE TOM! YOU DID THE RIGHT
PIRATES f THEN SEND SEND SOME MEN THING IN MOVING INTO S
OUT TO HELP CAPTAIN STRONG=-~ ACTION THE MOMENT WE
IF HE NEEDS ITf WERE DISCOVERED.

__'- THANK YOU, SIR.
KL WwHAT DO WE DO NOw?




WE'RE GOING TO
BLAST THAT PIRATE
SHIP INTD ATOMS,

BOYS! 70 FOUR

STATIONS”

ALL PERSONNEL ABOARD
SHIP! STAND BY FOR TAKE-
OFF ! EMERGENCY ACCEL ERA-,
TION! HOLD FAST!

SOLAR GUARD GRUISER LEAPS SPACEWARD AFTER THE

PIRATE SHIP!

I NEVER THOUGHT THAT
OLD PIECE OF JUNK

COULD TAKE OFF THAT

lWam ROCKETS BLAZING FURIDUSLY,THE DISGUISED

TAKE A GOOD LOOK,

FRIENDY THAT PIECE OF
JUNK IS A FIRST-GLASS
PATROL CRUISER!

GONTROL ROOM TO
POWER DECK !
SET FUSES ON
SPAGE BOMBS!

POWER DEGK TO
GONTROL! FUSES SET
AND READY, SIR!

GET HER ON SIGHT,

TOM! WE CAN'T

AFFORD TOQ
Missf

f ON TARGET,
SIR!

BOMBS AWAY, SIR
AND SPACEMAN'S
ek !

GIVE THOSE
SPAGE RATS BOTH
BARRELS, TOM!




Tow's SHOTS HIT THEIR MaRK
IN THE VACUUM OF SPACE, THE

EXPLOSIONS ARE SOUNDLESS!
THE PIRATE SPACE SHIP IS DOOMED!

NEAT SHOT, TOM! DON'T BE SO MODEST,
I GOULDN'T HAVE DONE | ROGER. YOU PROBABLY |
BETTER MYSELFf A CouLp DO BETTER!

THAT'S THE BUT NOT YET THE END OF

END OF THE SPACE | THE PIRATES f WE'VE GOT TO

PIRATES, TOM! GET BAGK AND SEE HOW
GAPTAIN STRONG IS DOING!

OKAY, CADETS. STOP PATTING EACH
OTHER ON THE BAGK AND GET BACK TO
YOUR STATIONS. WE'RE GOMING IN FOR

A LANDING! i

I-GUESS YOU'RE NATURALLY, ROGER---
RIGHT, TOM, I COULD NATURALLY!
DO BETTER,NATURALLY. /_/




YOU AND THE GADETS HAVE

DETREK. I WANT TO THANK YOU,
ON BEHALF OF ALL THE
PRISONERS HERE!

THE CADETS SHOULD GET
DONE A MAGNIFICENT JOB, CAPTAIN| MOST OF THE CREDIT--—
AND THE MAN WHO HAS
BEEN THEIR COMMANDING
OFFICER AND TEACHER ! AND
THAT'S YOU, CAP TAIN STRONG!

GET ALL THE PIRATES
INTO THE WAREHOUSE AND
KEEP A STRONG GUARD
POSTED OVER THEM'!

WELL,STRONG, I'VE STILL GOT
SOME WORK TO DO HERE.SUPPOSE
YOU TAKE COMMAND OF THE
MERCHANT OF MARS AND
BLAST OFF FOR HOME
WITH YOUR BOYS!

WE CAN'T
LEAVE YOU

ALL RIGHT !

SOLAR GUARD PATROLS
ARE ALREADY ON THEIR WAY
HERE TO TAKE OFF QUR

PRISONERS, WE'LL BE

IN THAT CASE,
1 AM ANXIOUS
TO GET HOME'

SPACE CADETS, IT WAS
AN HONOR TO GO ON A
MISSION WITH YOU!

SPEAKING FOR ALL OF
US,SIR, L WANT TO SAY---
THAT IS, SIR--- WE

FEEL—-—

HE MEANS,SIR, THAT WE
FEEL THE SAME WAY ABOUT
SERVING UNDER YOUR
COMMAND !




WELL, BOYS,IT FEELS
FINE BEING CLEANED
UP AND IN UNIFORM

IT MOST

BUT YOU KNOW, SIR,
1 DID SO WANT TO LEARN ALL
THE OPERATIONS OF A PASSENGER
SPACE- LINER! 1 WONDER IF YOU
COULDN'T ARRANGE TO HAVE US
ASSIGNED FOR ANOTHER
ROUTINE FLIGHT——-

WHAT HE MEANS, SIR,
1S THAT WE SHALL BE
VERY GLAD TO GET BAGK
INTO THE SWING AT
SPAGE AGADEMY !

A SURPRISE AWAITED
THE CREW OF THE
MERCHANT OF MARS,
AS THE SPACESHIP CAME
IN FOR THE LANDING AT
THE ACADEMY PORT !

THE ENTIRE CADET CORPS OF

A COLLECTIVE AFOLOGY FOR OUR
UNFAIR BEHAVIOR IN GIVING YOU

THE S/LENT TREATMENT --—AND
TO HONOR YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
TO THE PEACE AND SAFETY OF
THE SOLAR ALLIANCE !

SPACE ACADEMY IS HERE TO OFFER

DO IF HE WERE IN
QUR POSITION!

THANK YOU'! WE DID
WHAT EVERY SPACE
CADET GAN AND WILL

GEE--— THE WHOLE
CADET CORPS TURNED
OUT TO WELCOME

HE'LL NEVER
CHANGE,
ASTRO!
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