2" Thessalonians
Thanksgiving, Encouragement and Prayer [1:3-12]

e Thanksgiving [1:3-4]
We ought to give thanks to God for you always, brethren, as is only proper,
Evyopiotelv dpsihopey 1@ 0e®d mhvtote mepl DUV, Adehpoi, kabdg A&V E6TL,

©)

The phrase “We ought” is from 6¢@eil® (opheild) which means “owe”, “be obligated”
or “ought”.

Paul owed a debt of thanks to God because He had heard his prayers for the
Thessalonians’ spiritual growth [1 Thess 3:9-10].

The word “always” is wavrote (pantote) which means “always” or “at all times”.
Paul felt this obligation to give thanks to God constantly.

We will move this work to make this sentence easier to read.

The phrase “give thanks” is from gvyaproté® (eucharisted) which means “be
thankful” or “give thanks”.

This word is based upon the word yapig (charis = grace) which tells us that
thankfulness is based upon grace orientation.

Paul refers to the Thessalonians as “brethren” — a term of affection acknowledging
them as his brothers & sisters in Christ.

Paul does this 7 times in this letter after doing so 16 times in his first letter to the
Thessalonians.

As we saw in our study of 1% Thessalonians, Paul uses this term to emphasize his
kinship with the believers in Thessalonica even though he has authority over their
local church as an Apostle of the Church.

The word “fitting” is from @&rog (axios) which means “worthy”, “deserving” or
“fitting”.

This tells us that their thanksgiving was not superficial, but was fitting (proper) in
light of God’s answer to their prayers.

because your faith is increasing greatly, and the love of each one of you toward one
another grows ever greater;

Ot vepav&avet 1 TioTig VUMV Kol TAEOVALEL 1] Aydmn £VOG EKAGTOL TAVI®MV DUDV €iG
aAAnLovg,

The word “because” is étu (hoti) which is used here as a marker of causality.

This word introduces Paul’s explanation of the basis for their continual thanksgiving
to God.

The word “faith” is wioTig (pistis) which means “faith” or “trust”.

This word can describe the faith at the moment of salvation or the dynamic faith of
the believer after salvation.

Here it describes the dynamic faith of the believer.
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= The phrase “greatly enlarged” is from vmepaviave (huperauxand) which means
“increase abundantly”.

= This word is the combination of vmep (huper = hyper) and avéavo (auxand =
grow/increase).

= This is in present tense which means the growth of their faith is ongoing.

=  We will translate this as “increasing greatly”.

= The word “love” is @yann (agap€) which describes a selfless, sacrificial, integrity-
based love.

= This type of love is manifested by God in believers as they mature in the faith.

= This éayann love was shared among each of the believers at the church in
Thessalonica.

= This éayann love was directed toward the other believers at the church in
Thessalonica.

= The phrase “grows ever greater” is from wigoval® (pleonazd) which means “grow”
or “increase”.

= This word means to grow/increase to the point of abundance.

as a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God

®ote 0TOVS NUAG v VUV EykavydoBot &v taig ékkAnoiong Tod Beod

=  The word “therefore” is @ote (hoste) which means “therefore” or “for this reason”.

=  What follows is an explanation of what took place as a result of the increasing faith
and love of the Thessalonians.

=  We will translate this word “as a result”.

=  The phrase “speak proudly” is from éykavydopor (egkauchaomai) which means
“boast” or “speak proudly”.

= This does not speak of sinful boasting here, but an appreciation for the progress of
others being expressed.

= Paul expressed his appreciation for the progress of the Thessalonians to believers in
other local churches.

= He did so not to spark jealously, but to encourage other believers to follow their
example.

for your steadfastness and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which

you endure.

VP THG Vopoviig VUMV Kai TioTEMC 8V TAGLY TOIC StwyUoic VUGV Kkoi Taig OAyesty oig

avéyeobe,

= The word “perseverance” is from vmwopovi] (hupomon&) which means “endurance”,
“steadfastness” or “perseverance”.

= In this context, the translation “steadfastness” fits better.

= The word “persecutions” is from dw@ypog (diogmos) which means “harassment” or
“persecution”.

= This is the word Paul used for persecution(s) in Romans 8:35 and in 2 Cor 12:10.
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The word “afflictions” is from @Aty (thlipsis) which means “oppression”,
“affliction” or “tribulation”.

Paul also used this word (tribulation) in Romans 8:35.

The word “endure” is from avéym (anechd) which means “put up with” or “endure”.
This word describes undergoing something troublesome without fretting or
complaining.

Principles of 2" Thessalonians 1:3-4

We can never earn nor deserve God’s grace, but when see Him pour out His grace

upon us or others, we should recognize that we owe Him a debt of thanks [2 Thess

2:13; 1 Cor 1:4].

This attitude of thankfulness should be a constant part of our spiritual mental

dynamics [1 Thess 5:16-18].

Paul’s thankfulness was proper because it was not based upon potential, but upon

actual results of God’s answer to prayer.

Paul’s thankfulness was based upon these answers to prayer regarding the believers in

Thessalonica...

e Their dynamic faith in God and His promises was increasing greatly [Mark 9:24;
Luke 17:5; Jude 20].

e Their ayasn love for one another was growing to the point of abundance [Phil
1:9; 1 Thess 4:9-10].

The capacity for believers to express Christ-like @yéamn love for one another (and for

unbelievers) is a great measure of their spiritual growth [John 13:34-35; 15:12-13;

Eph 5:1-2].

When a pastor sees the flock growing in faith and love, he will be filled with joy and

will speak proudly about them [2 Cor 7:4].

This is especially true when the flock is enduring persecution and affliction [1 Thess

2:14; James 5:10-11].

It is very important for all believers to recognize that, if we desire to live godly in

Christ Jesus, we are promised that we will suffer persecution [2 Tim 3:10-12].

The issue will be how we handle that persecution...

e If we handle it in the strength of God, we will endure.

e If we try to handle it in our own strength, we will fall away [Matt 13:20-21].
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e Encouragement [1:5-10]

This is clear proof of God’s righteous judgment Seeing that you are considered worthy of
the kingdom of God,

gvoetypa g dwkaiog kpicewc tod Beod &ig TO kataiwbijvar VAS Thg Pactieiog Tod Beod,

(@]

The NASB translators added the phrase “This is” to begin this verse which refers
back to the steadfastness and faith in v. 4.

Verses 3-10 are a long sentence in the Greek, so the translators broke it up into
sentences to make it more readable.

The phrase “a plain indication” is évéerypa (endeigma) which means “evidence” or
“plain indication”.

This word is a hapax legomenon which describes clear proof of something.

Paul states that the steadfastness and faith of Christians in the midst of suffering is
proof of God’s righteous judgment.

God deals with His children is a perfectly just way, knowing exactly what each
believer is able to handle.

The phrase “so that you will be considered worthy” is an articular infinitive of
katallom (kataxiod) which means “consider worthy™.

The phrase “so that” makes this seem like a purpose clause, but it is not.

The preposition €ig (eis) gives this articular infinitive the meaning “with a view to”.
To convey this meaning, we will translate this “seeing that you are considered
worthy”.

The phrase “the kingdom of God” is used here of God’s sovereign rule over all
creation.

Church Age believers will also play a role in the Millennial Kingdom [Rev 3:21].

for which indeed you are suffering. After all, it is just in the sight of God to repay with
affliction those who afflict you,
VIEp G Kod ThGYETE, £lmep dikoov mapd Od dvromododvar Toic OAIBovsty VUG OATYIY

The word “for” is vép (huper) which means “on behalf of” or “for the sake of”.
This word is used in this same way of Jesus Christ dying for our sins [1 Cor 15:3; Gal
1:3-4].

The word “which” is the feminine singular pronoun fi (h&s) which refers back to the
word “kingdom”.

The Thessalonian believers were suffering for the Lord, not because of sins or
transgressions.

The word “suffering” is from wéoym (paschd) which means “suffer” or “be
mistreated”.

This word is used of the persecutions and afflictions mentioned in v. 4 and includes
the concept of enduring.

The phrase “For after all” is €imep (eiper) which is one of the Greek words for “if”.
This is a first-class conditional here, so it should simply be translated “After all,”.
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99 Cey

=  The word “just” is from dikarog (dikaios) which means “upright”, “just” or “fair”.

= This is the same word used in v. 5 of God’s righteous judgment.

= God is just in everything He does.

= The word “for” is mapd (para) which means “from (beside)”, “with” or “before”.

= This word is used as a marker of viewpoint here [Jas 1:27].

=  We will translate this as “in the sight of”.

= The phrase “to repay with” is from é@vramodidmm (antapodidomi) which means “pay
back” or “repay”.

= This is the word we saw in Rom 12:9 which also describes God’s righteous judgment
in exacting retribution.

= The words “affliction” and “afflict” are both cognates of the word for “afflictions” we
saw back in v. 4.

= God will bring affliction (tribulation) upon those who cause His children to be
afflicted (troubled).

and to give rest to you who are afflicted and to us as well

Kol VUl Toig OMPBopévorg dvecty ped’ Hudv,

= The word “relief” is from @veoig (anesis) which means “rest”, “relaxation” or
“relief”.

= This word is translated “rest” in 2 Cor 7:5 where Paul talks about being afflicted on
every side.

= We will translate this as “rest” here as well.

= The word “afflicted” is a cognate of the words “afflictions”, “affliction” and “afflict”
which we saw in verses 4 and 6.

= This is similar to the passage in 1 Thess 3:3-7 where Paul focusses on afflictions.

= Another similar passage is in 2 Cor 1:3-8 where Paul speaks about God’s comfort in
the midst of affliction.

= The phrase “and to us as well” is literally “along with us”.

= |n saying this, Paul indicated that he, Silvanus and Timothy were also still
experiencing affliction.

= Knowing that God will deal out justice to those who have persecuted Christians (and
the Jews) brings rest to all believers.

when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,

&v i) amoxaAvyel T1od kvupiov ITncod am’ ovpavod pet’ dyyélmv duvapems ovtod &v mopi

pLoYOG,

= The phrase “when the Lord Jesus will be revealed” is literally “at the revelation of the
Lord Jesus”.

= Either phrase is a reference to the Second Advent of Jesus Christ, but this translation
reads better in the context.

= At the Second Advent, Jesus will be revealed from heaven where He is currently
seated at the right hand of God the Father.

2" Thessalonians: Thanksgiving, Encouragement and Prayer - 5



= This is the 3rd heaven which existed before creation and is outside of space and time.

= At the Second Advent, Jesus will be revealed with His mighty angels.

= This tells us that this is not the Rapture event because His angels do not accompany
Him when He comes to get His Church.

= There is a question about the phrase “in flaming fire”.

= |t could be a description of the coming of Jesus with His angels.

= |t could also be a description of Jesus dealing out retribution.

= |sa 66:15 seems to support either conclusion.

= The NASB and ESV follow the critical Greek text and place this phrase in verse 7
describing the coming of Jesus with His angels.

= Most other translations place this phrase in verse 8 describing Jesus dealing out
retribution.

dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the

gospel of our Lord Jesus.

d136vToC £Kdiknov TolG U €id0ctv BedV Kal TOIG 1| VTOKOVOVOV T(® EVLAYYEAID TOD

Kupiov Hudv Incod,

= The phrase “dealing out” is a participle of didmpr (didomi) which means “give”,
“grant”, “offer” or “yield”.

= Here this word describes the dispensing of justice through giving retribution to
wrongdoers.

= The word “retribution” is from ¢kdikneig (ekdikesis) which means “vengeance” or
“punishment”.

= This word describes just punishment [Luke 18:6-8]; 1 Pet 2:14].

= This retribution is dispensed to two groups...
e Those who do not know God.
e Those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

= The first group chose to ignore the abundant evidence of God’s existence in the
creation itself.

= The second group was privy to the gospel message, but rejected the saving grace of
Jesus Christ.

All of these will pay the penalty of eternal ruin,

oitveg dtknv ticovoty diebpov aimviov

» The word “These” is from 6o711g (hostis) which means “who” or “whoever”.

= This word is inclusive and brings into view both groups described in verse 8.

=  We will translate this as “All of these”.

= The phrase “pay the penalty” specifically refers to suffering punishment as a form of
retribution.

= The word “destruction” if from dAe@pog (olethros) which means “destruction”, “ruin”
or “death”.

= This is not describing complete annihilation, so we will translate this as “ruin”.
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away from the presence of the Lord and from the splendor of His power,
G7t0 TPOGMTOL TOD KVPIOL Kol Ao THg 60ENG THG ioy00g avToD,

The word “presence” is from apéoswmov (prosopon) which means “face”.

This word can also be used of presence [Rev 6:16], appearance [Luke 12:56], surface
[Acts 17:26], or even a person [2 Cor 1:11].

In this context, Paul is describing the first of two aspects of eternal ruin as being
separated from the very presence of the Lord [Matt 7:23].

The word “glory” is from 80&a (doxa) which means “splendor”, “radiance” or
“glory”.

This word is used here to describe the splendor of God’s infinite power, a key
component of His holy essence.

The word “power” is from ioy¥g (ischus) which means “strength”, “power” or
“might”.

This word describes having the capacity to accomplish something, not necessarily
power on display.

This is significant because our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ did not demonstrate His
divine power during His 1% Advent.

When He returns at the 2" Advent, He will return in full glory with His divine power
on display.

The second aspect of eternal ruin is described as being separated from the splendor of
the Lord’s power.

when He comes on that Day to be glorified in His saints,
Otav EM0n évdoachijval év 1ol ayiolg avtod ... v Th NuéEpa EKeiv.

The phrase “on that day” is located at the end of this verse in the Greek.

Because the order of the sentence in the Greek does not dictate the order in the
English translation, we will move this phrase earlier in the sentence to make it clearer.
The phrase “when He comes on that day” refers to the day that Christ will return at
the 2" Advent.

This is one of the events that will occur in the Day of the Lord, so we will capitalize
the word “day”.

The phrase “to be glorified” is from évéo&alopar (endoxazomai) which means
“glorified” or “honored”.

This word describes being held in very high esteem and appears on twice in the N.T.
— here and in verse 12.

The phrase “in His saints” is a reference to believers who are saints by calling [Rom
1:7; 1 Cor 1:2].

Some translations render this phrase “by His saints”, but that is not what Paul is
saying here.

Christ’s glory will be mirrored in His saints who return with Him.
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and to be admired among all who have believed — for our testimony to you was
believed.
Kol OovpacHival &v Tacy T0i¢ ToTEVGAGLY, OTL EMGTEVON TO LOPTVPLOV HUDY €0’ DUAG,

The phrase “to be marveled at” is from @avpal® (thaumazo) which means “be
astonished”, “admire” or “wonder at”.

We will translate this as “to be admired”.

The phrase “among all who have believed” includes all believers from every
dispensation.

The Church returns with Christ at the 2" Advent while O.T. believers and Trib
martyrs are resurrected at the 1% Resurrection.

The phrase “for our testimony to you was believed” is Paul’s encouragement to the
Thessalonians.

They had believed in Jesus Christ at gospel hearing, so they would be among the
saints admiring Christ’s glory.

Principles of 2" Thessalonians 1:5-10

Eternal salvation comes by grace through faith alone in Christ alone [Eph 2:8-9].
While obedience after being saved can never earn salvation, the works which
believers do as unto the Lord can demonstrate their faith to others [Eph 2:10; Jas
2:18].

Likewise, when believers endure under suffering by God’s strength, they demonstrate
that they are children of God.

Believers who desire to live godly in this fallen world will suffer persecution [2 Tim
3:12].

When God’s matchless grace is bestowed upon His children who are suffering, it is
clear proof of His righteous judgment.

If believers suffer because they are treated wrongly by others, they can rest knowing
that God will deal with their persecutors [Col 3:25].

We may not personally witness God’s perfect justice being carried out on those who
afflict us, but we can rest knowing that God ultimately deals with them [Rom 12:19;
Heb 10:30-31].

When Jesus Christ returns at the 2" Advent to establish His kingdom on this earth,
He will execute righteous judgments in the land [lIsa 9:7; Jer 23:5-6].

He will come with His mighty angels in a spectacular event that will be seen by the
entire world [Matt 25:31; Rev 1:7].

After conquering His enemies at Armageddon, Jesus will carry out the Sheep and
Goats Judgment [Matt 25:32-46] and Wilderness Judgment [Ezek 20:33-38] leaving
only believers on the earth in preparation for the Millennial Kingdom.

All believers from Adam forward will be present as Christ establishes His Kingdom
and He will be glorified in His saints [John 17:9-10] who stand before Him in pure
admiration.
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e Prayer[1:11-12]

To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of your
calling,

Eic 0 xai mpocevydpeda mvtote mepl VUGV, tva DUAG a&idon ThG KANoemg 6 080G MUV

(@]

The word “pray” is from wpocedyopar (proseuchomai) which means “pray” or
“petition”.

This word describes prayer in general which includes praise, thanksgiving,
supplication, etc.

In this case Paul, Silvanus and Timothy were continually making requests of God in
their prayers.

What follows in these two verses details the specifics of those prayers and the
purpose behind them.

The phrase “count ... worthy” is from @& (axiod) which means “consider
worthy/deserving”.

We will translate this as “consider ... worthy” as we did in 1 Tim 5:17 (see also Luke
7:6-7).

The word “calling” is from kAfjoig (kl€sis) which means “calling” or “invitation”.
Here this word refers to the invitation they had received to come to God through faith
in Jesus Christ.

and will fulfill, by His power, every desire for goodness and the work of faith,
Kol TANpdoT ooy evdokiov dyabwovvng kol Epyov miotewg &v duvdpet,

The word “fulfill” is from wAnpoé® (plérod) which means “fill”, “complete” or
“fulfill”.

This word is used here of bringing something to a desired end result and we will
translate as “will fulfill”.

The word “desire” is from gvdokia (eudokia) which means “wish” or “desire”.
When this word is used of desire, it is always for something that is good or pleasing
[Rom 10:1].

The word “goodness” is from @ya@movvn (agathosun€) which means “goodness” or
“generosity”.

This word describes a fruit of the Spirit that is characterized by an interest in the
welfare of others [Rom 15:14; Gal 5:22; Eph 5:9].

The phrase “the work of faith” describes works done unto the Lord as a function of
faith.

We saw a similar prayer for the Thessalonians in 1 Thess 1:2-3.

The phrase “with power” is literally “by power”.

This is a reference to the power of God here, so we will translate this as “by His
power” and reposition it in this sentence so that it will read better.
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so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him,
Ommg évoo&acOij 10 dvoua tod kKupiov MUV Incod &v dUlv, kol DUEG &V avTd,

The phrase “so that” is 6mmg (hopds) which means “in order that” or “so that”.

This word is used as a marker of purpose here and introduces the purpose Paul had in
mind in his prayer.

The phrase “the name of our Lord Jesus” refers to much more than just His name.
This phrase stands for Jesus the person — His character, conduct, reputation and
everything else about Him.

The phrase “will be glorified” is from évdéo&alopan (endoxazomai) which means
“glorified” or “honored”.

This word describes being held in very high esteem and appears on twice in the N.T.
— here and in verse 10.

The phrase “in you, and you in Him” describes a reciprocal glorification of Christ in
believers.

When we walk in The Light as He is in the Light, we draw focus to His glory and we
are then glorified in our association with Him.

in accordance with the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Katd Vv xaptv Tod Beod Nudv Kai Kupiov Incod Xpiotod.

The phrase “according to” is katd (kata) which means “according to” or “in
accordance with”.

We will translate this word as “in accordance with” here.

The phrase “the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ” refers to God’s
matchless grace.

This phrase confirms the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ by placing Him on equal level
with God the Father.

This phrase also makes it clear that all which God performs in us is done in
accordance with His grace.

Even though believers possess the very righteousness of God through faith in Christ
[Rom 3:21-22], all that God does in our lives it is still a function of His grace.
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Principles of 2" Thessalonians 1:11-12

Members of the Body of Christ should pray for the spiritual growth of other believers
[Eph 3:14-19; Phil 1:9-11; Col 1:9-12].

This intercessory prayer should be part of our continual prayer ministry [Eph 6:18-20;
1 Thess 5:16-18].

Intercessory prayer offered by a believer walking in the Light is righteous [1 Sam
12:23-24] and accomplishes much [Jas 5:16].

Jesus taught His disciples to pray...

e To God the Father [Matt 6:9a]

e Inaspirit of reverence [Matt 6:9b]

e Inview of His A to Q plan [Matt 6:10a]

e Humbly acknowledging His sovereign will [Matt 6:10b]

e Asking for necessary spiritual nourishment [Matt 6:11]

e Asking for forgiveness [Matt 6:12]

e Asking for protection from evil [Matt 6:13a]

e Humbly acknowledging God’s sovereignty, omnipotence and glory [Matt 6:13b]
No one is worthy of salvation, but as believers we can live our lives in a way that is
consistent with our position in Christ [Eph 4:1-3; Phil 3:14; 1 Thess 2:12].

We accomplish this by relying upon the power of God working in us, not the energy
of the flesh [Eph 1:18-19; 6:10; Phil 2:12-13; Col 1:29; Heb 13:20-21].

As we mature, our desires should line up with that which is good and pleasing in
God’s sight [2 Cor 5:9; Eph 5:7-10; 1 Thess 4:1].

Our faith increases as we do the work assignments which God has prepared for us
[Eph 2:10] as a function of faith [Jas 2:22].

Doing these good works in the strength which God supplies will exalt the name of our
Lord Jesus and glorify God [Matt 5:16; 1 Cor 10:31; Phil 2:9-11; Col 3:17; 1 Pet
2:12; 4:11].
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