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8 Unit 1 Writing to communicate: book blurbs

1 Writing to communicate: 
book blurbs

Let’s read
Fiction book blurbs

Read this blurb for a fiction book called Leila’s Game.

You will find a blurb on the back cover of a book.

A book blurb is written to tell readers what the book is about.

Leila loves sport. She loves basketball. 
She watches every game her classmates 

play. She cannot play herself because she is 
in a wheelchair.

She sits at the side. She cheers but the 
team always loses! Miss Garcia, the coach, 
cannot understand it.

Every Saturday, Leila plays board games 
with her grandfather. He tells her he always 
has a plan for how he will play any game. 
This gives Leila an idea. She thinks of a plan 
for the next game. She tells Miss Garcia and 
the team.

Will Leila’s plan work?
Will the team win their next game?
This is a lovely story of friendship and 

never giving up, with a very unexpected 
ending. It will keep you turning the pages!
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99Unit 1 Writing to communicate: book blurbs

Let’s talk
A	What does the book blurb tell you? Discuss your answers.

1	 What does Leila love?

2	 Why can’t Leila play basketball?

3	 Who is Miss Garcia?

4	 What does Leila do every Saturday?

5	 What does her grandfather say that gives Leila an idea?

6	 Who does Leila tell about her idea?

B	 Think about book blurbs. Discuss your answers.

1	 Why do you think books have blurbs?

2	 What does the blurb for Leila’s Game tell you?

3	 What does it not tell you?

4	 Why do you think the blurb includes questions?

C	How is a book blurb written? Discuss your answers.

1	 Look at the verbs in the book blurb, for example:

		  loves        watches        cheers

	 What tense are they written in?

2	 Are the sentences 

a	 short and simple? 

b	 long and complicated?

3	 Is the blurb 

a	 very long?

b	 very short?
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Let’s learn
Sentences

A book blurb needs to be short and simple.

Readers want to know quickly if it is the sort of book they 
would like to read.

A book blurb mainly uses short sentences.

Leila loves sport. She loves basketball.

A	Write this long sentence as three short sentences.

	 The basketball team always loses because they have no plan, but Leila has an idea.

Sentence 1: 

Sentence 2: 

Sentence 3: 

Present tenses

Book blurbs are written in present tenses.

Verbs have different tenses: past, present and future.

Past tenses:			   Leila watched	 Leila was watching

Present tenses:		  Leila watches	 Leila is watching

Future tense:		  Leila will watch

A	Write these past tense sentences in the present tense.

1	 Leila talked to her grandfather.

	

2	 He gave her an idea.

	

3	 She told Miss Garcia about her plan.

	

 
Top Tip

Remember your capital 
letters and full stops.
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Questions

A	Write these sentences as questions.

1	 Leila likes watching basketball.

	

2	 Miss Garcia is the team coach.

	

3	 Leila has a plan.

	

B	 Answer these questions about book blurbs.

1	 Use the first few sentences to let the reader know what the book is about.

	 What is Leila’s Game about?

	

2	 Always put the names of the main characters in your blurb.

	 Who are the three main characters in Leila’s Game?

	    

3	 Never give away the ending of the story. Why not?

	

	

4	 Use questions to keep the reader guessing.

	 Find and copy an example of a question in the blurb for Leila’s Game.

	

	

Book blurbs often use questions.

Questions end with a question mark.

Will Leila’s plan work?	
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Let’s practise
This short story was written a long, long time ago. 

Writing book blurbs

You are going to write a book blurb for the story The Mouse and the Lion.

A	Planning

	 Use the questions below to help you plan your blurb. Make notes.

1	 How will you begin your blurb? Choose one of these or use your own idea. Write your 
first sentence.

One day…          This is a story about…        Do you think…?
	

2	 Think about your first few sentences. Make sure you mention the main characters, 
Mouse and Lion. What is Lion doing? What is Mouse doing?

	

	

	

	

3	 What is Lion going to do to Mouse?

	

	

The Mouse and the Lion

One day, Lion was sleeping in the jungle. He was woken by 
Mouse hunting for food. Lion grabbed Mouse and was going 
to eat her. Mouse asked Lion to spare her. Mouse said that 
one day, she might be able to help Lion. Lion laughed and 
laughed. How could a tiny, weak mouse ever help strong, 
fierce Lion? He thought it was so funny that he let Mouse go.
	 Some time later, Lion was caught by hunters. They tied him 
to a tree. They would come back later and kill him. Mouse 
was hunting for food and heard Lion roaring. She found Lion 
tied to a tree by strong ropes. Mouse began to gnaw at the 
ropes. Soon Lion was free.
	 Lion thanked Mouse. He was glad that he hadn’t eaten her!
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13Unit 1 Writing to communicate: book blurbs

4	 What does Mouse say?

	

	

5	 When do Lion and Mouse meet again?

	

	

6	 Which part of the story will you leave out of your blurb?

	

7	 What questions could you ask at the end of the blurb?

	

	

B	 Writing

	 Now use your notes to write your book blurb.

 
Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

•	 included the main points of the story?

•	 mentioned the main characters?

•	 written in present tenses?

•	 kept your blurb short?

•	 mainly used short sentences?

•	 not given away the ending?

•	 ended the blurb with a question?

Edit and proofread
Correct mistakes in: spelling 	 punctuation 	 grammar

Write your neat copy.
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Let’s write

You are going to write a blurb for a story.

A	Planning

1	 Choose a story that you like and know well. Write the title of the story.

	

2	 Who are the main characters?

	    

3	 Make notes on what happens in the story.

	

	

	

	

4	 Write the first sentence of your blurb.

	

	

5	 You are not going to give away the story ending, so what question could you write at 
the end of the blurb?

	

	

B	 Writing

	 Now use your notes to write your book blurb.

 
Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

•	 included the main points of the story?

•	 mentioned the main characters?

•	 written in present tenses?

•	 kept your blurb short?

•	 mainly used short sentences?

•	 not given away the ending?

•	 ended the blurb with a question?

•	 corrected any mistakes in spelling, 
	 punctuation and grammar?

•	 written your neat copy?
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Let’s read
Non-fiction book blurbs

Book blurbs appear on the back of non-fiction books as well.

Read this blurb for a non-fiction book called Let’s Go Diving.

Let’s talk
A	What does the book blurb tell you? Discuss your answers.

1	 What is the book about?

2	 What can you see under the waves?

3	 What equipment did divers use in the past?

4	 What equipment do divers use today?

5	 Give an example of a chapter heading.

6	 What interesting and helpful things does the  
author include?

Have you ever wondered what it would 
be like to dive under the sea?

Then this is the book for you!

Diving is a very popular sport. The author 
explains what you can see under the 

waves. You can see coral reefs, marine life 
and even shipwrecks! He describes the 
different ways of diving. He describes the 
equipment you need. He charts the history 
of diving from the heavy diving suits of the 
past to the scuba tanks that divers use today.

Chapters such as Exploring Shipwrecks 
and Extreme Diving show how exciting, 
and also dangerous, this sport can be!

The book includes colourful, interesting 
pictures. It has a helpful glossary that 
explains terms used in diving.

Let’s Go Diving

Agwe Thomas
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16 Unit 1 Writing to communicate: book blurbs

B	 Think about book blurbs. Discuss your answers.

1	 What question does the blurb begin with?

2	 Why do you think the blurb begins with this question?

3	 What details about diving does the blurb tell you?

4	 Do you think the blurb tells you everything that is in the book? Why? Why not?

5 	After reading the blurb, would you like to read this book? Why? Why not?

C	How is a book blurb written? Discuss your answers.

1	 Look at the verbs in the book blurb, for example:

	 is		  explains		  describes

	 What tense are they written in?

2	 Are the sentences 

a	 short and simple? 

b	 long and complicated?

3	 Is the blurb 	

a	 very long?

b	 very short?

Let’s learn

Sentences

Both fiction and non-fiction blurbs need to be short and simple.

Readers want to know quickly if this is the sort of book they would like to read.

Blurbs use short sentences.

A	Find and copy a short sentence from the blurb.
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Present tenses

Blurbs are written in present tenses.

Leila is watching a game of basketball.

Diving is a very popular sport. 

A	Find three examples of present tenses in the blurb for Let’s Go Diving.

1	 	 2	 	 3	

Questions

Both fiction and non-fiction blurbs often use questions to capture the reader’s interest.

Questions end with a question mark.

A	Find and copy a question from the blurb.

Non-fiction book blurbs

•	 �The blurb for a non-fiction book must give the reader a good idea of what the book 
is about.

•	 It must give details that will interest the reader.

•	 Non-fiction books do not have an ending that the blurb must not give away.

A Make notes.

1	 What you can see: 

2	 Equipment of the past: 

3	 Today’s equipment: 

4	 Exciting chapters: 

	 coral reefs marine life
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18 Unit 1 Writing to communicate: book blurbs

Let’s practise
Here is the contents page for a book called Everything You Need to Know About Cricket.

Contents
Chapter 1	 A cricketer’s kit� 2

Chapter 2	 Cricket competitions� 6

Chapter 3	 Famous cricketers� 10 

You are going to write a book blurb for the book Everything You Need to Know 
About Cricket.

A	Planning

	 Use the questions below to help you plan your blurb. Make notes.

1	 What question could you ask your reader at the start of the blurb?

	

2	 What short sentence could you write about Chapter 1? You could include:

long trousers            helmet            bat
	

	

3	 What short sentence could you write about Chapter 2? You could include:

Test matches            One-day games            Twenty20
	

	

4	 Which famous cricketers could you mention? You could include:

Sarfraz Ahmed            Sachin Tendulkar          Alastair Cook
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19Unit 1 Writing to communicate: book blurbs

B	 Writing

	 Now use your notes to write your book blurb.

 
Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

•	 started your blurb with a question?

•	 written in present tenses?

•	 kept your blurb short?

•	 mainly used short sentences?

•	 included interesting details?

•	 corrected any mistakes in spelling, 
	 punctuation and grammar?

•	 written your neat copy?

Write your neat copy.

Let’s write

You are going to write a blurb for a non-fiction book.

A	Planning

1	 Choose a non-fiction book that you found interesting. Write the title.

	

2	 What question are you going to begin with?

	

3	 Make notes on the chapter headings you are going to include in your blurb and the 
details from the book you are going to include in your blurb.

	

	

	

	

	

B	 Writing

	 Now use your notes to write your book blurb.

• Use the Writer’s Toolbox above.

• Edit and proofread, correcting any mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

• Write your neat copy.
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20 Unit 2 Narrative writing: characters in stories

2 Narrative writing: 
characters in stories

Let’s read
Read this extract from a story called Rescue! We find out a lot about Len.

Rescue!
The story so far…

Len is a firefighter. It is a dangerous job and people think of him as a real-life hero. In the first 
chapter of the story, Len has rescued people from a burning building. It is now the weekend and Len 
is enjoying his time off.

Characters are usually people or animals in a story. 

We need to know:

•	 what a character looks like

•	 what sort of person that character is.

It was a Saturday morning early in June, and Len 
decided to work in his garden. He dressed quickly in 
patched jeans and an old T-shirt. By the back door, he 
pulled on his muddy boots and gardening gloves, and 
put a baseball cap on his curly, black hair.

He stepped into the garden and went into his shed. 
He kept his gardening tools there. They were hanging 
neatly on hooks or lined up on the workbench. He 
took down a large spade and went to a part of the 
garden that was overgrown. Len began to dig. He was 
fit and strong, so he soon cleared the tangled weeds 
and rubbish. 

Grace, his wife, came into the garden. She was 
carrying a mug of steaming tea for her husband. 
“You’re getting on well,” she said, looking at the 
cleared patch of soil. “We’ll soon have our pond.”

“Yes,” said Len, looking pleased with his work. He 
drank his tea. “What are you doing today?”

“I’m marking Year 4’s stories,” she said. “The children have worked so hard, I want to 
give the stories back on Monday morning.”
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21Unit 2 Narrative writing: characters in stories

Let’s talk
A	What happens in the story? Discuss your answers.

1	 What day is it?

2	 What does Len decide to do?

3	 What does he keep in the shed?

4	 What does Len take from the shed?

5	 What does Grace bring for Len?

6	 What is Len doing in the garden?

7	 Who comes into the garden when Len 
has nearly finished?

8	 What has happened to Saska?

“Have fun,” said Len, as Grace went back into the house.
“Right,” thought Len. “The next job is to dig a big hole!”
Len got a wheelbarrow from the shed and pushed it to the cleared patch. He began to 

dig, humming happily to himself as he was working. Soon the heavy wheelbarrow was 
full, but he easily pushed it behind the shed where he emptied it. Len worked steadily 
as he was determined to finish the hole before he went in for lunch. The hole got bigger 
and bigger. The pile of soil grew and grew. Len had almost finished. One more full 
wheelbarrow should do it. 

Just then, Mrs Brown appeared at the gate. She was a neighbour who lived next door 
in Bank Street. “Len!” she cried. Len put down the spade and jumped quickly out of the 
hole.

“What’s the matter?” he asked. He could see that Mrs Brown was upset and he wanted 
to help. “What’s happened?”

“It’s Saska,” she said. “She’s stuck up a tree and that horrible dog from across the road 
is barking at her. I’m sorry to bother you on your day off,” she said politely. “Will you 
help?”

“Of course,” replied Len. “Of course I’ll help. Don’t worry. I’ll soon have her down.”
Grace heard voices and came out hurriedly to see what was going on. Len explained 

and went into the shed to get his ladder.
“No rest for heroes!” said Grace.
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B	 What do you learn about Len? Discuss your answers.

1	 What is Len wearing?

2	 How can you tell that Len is a tidy person?

3	 Why could he clear the weeds and rubbish quickly?

4	 What does this sentence tell you about Len?

	 Len worked steadily as he was determined to finish the hole before he went in for lunch.

5	 How do you know that Len:

a	 liked working in the garden?		  b  was kind and helpful?

C	How is the story written? Discuss your answers.

1	 Look at the verbs in the story, for example:

	 was      decided      were      hanging

	 What tenses are they written in?

2	 Where is the story set?

3	 Who are the main characters?

4	 How many paragraphs are there in the story?

5	 Say briefly what each paragraph is about.

Let’s learn
Proper nouns 

Proper nouns have capital letters.
The names of characters are proper nouns.

Len      Grace      Mrs Brown

Sometimes we want to let readers know when a story happened.
Days of the week and months of the year are proper nouns.

Saturday      June

Sometimes we want to let readers know where characters live. 
The names of streets, towns, cities and countries are proper nouns.

Bank Street      JLondon      JScotland

A	Write these proper nouns with capital letters.

1	 tuesday	

3	 mira	

5	 amman	

2	 green street	

4	 china	

6	 august	
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B Write:

1	 your name 

2	 the name of the street where you live 

3	 the name of the town/city where you live 

4	 the country you live in 

Pronouns 

We can use pronouns instead of nouns so we do not have to repeat a character’s 
name over and over again.

Len decided to work in the garden. He dressed quickly.

			   noun			   pronoun

These are pronouns:    I    you    he    she    it    we    they

A	Write the pronoun you could use instead of each underlined noun.

1	 Len was digging in the garden.	

2	 Grace brought him a cup of tea.	

3	 Len and Grace talked about the pond.	

4	 Mrs Brown asked for help.	

5	 The cat was stuck in the tree.	

Past tenses

Stories are usually written in past tenses.

Verbs have different tenses: past, present and future.

Past tenses:		  Len stepped.	 Len was stepping.

				    Len got…		  Len was getting…

A	Find and copy six more examples of past tenses in the story.

1	

3	

5	

2	

4	

6	
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B	 Write these present tense sentences in the past tense.

1	 Grace is marking Year 4’s stories.

	

2	 Len takes his spade from the shed.

	

3	 He is clearing the weeds and the rubbish.

	

4	 Len drinks his tea.

	

5	 The cat runs up the tree.

	

Adjectives

Adjectives describe nouns.

We use adjectives so readers can imagine what characters and other things in stories 
look like.

patched jeans        large spade        heavy wheelbarrow

A	Find and copy adjectives in the story that describe:

1	 Len’s T-shirt	

2	 Len’s boots	

3	 Len’s hair	

4	 the weeds	

5	 the tea	

B	 Think of two adjectives that you could use to describe:

1	 the shed	   

2	 the gate	   

Global English_LB_Level 4_Unit_1-9.indd   24 11/21/18   7:32 PM



25Unit 2 Narrative writing: characters in stories

3	 the tree	   

4	 the ladder	   

5	 the cat		   

Adverbs

Adverbs tell us more about verbs.

We use adverbs in stories to show how something is done.

Len dressed quickly. 
How did Len dress?			   quickly

The tools were hanging neatly. 
How were the tools hanging?	 neatly

A	Find and copy the adverbs in the story that show how:

1	 Len was humming	

2	 Len pushed the wheelbarrow	

3	 Len jumped out of the hole	

4	 Mrs Brown asked for Len’s help	

5	 Grace came out of the house	

B	 Think of an adverb for how:

1	 Len dug out the weeds	

2	 Grace carried the tea	

3	 Len drank his tea	

4	 Mrs Brown cried, “Len!”	

5	 The dog was barking	

Top Tip

Adverbs add to verbs.
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Creating characters

A very important part of any story is the characters.

You need to think about:

•	 what your characters look like – physical appearance

•	 what sort of people they are – personality.

You also need to think about how you want your readers to feel about your characters. 
Do you want your readers to:

•	 like them?				    •  dislike them?

How readers feel about your characters depends on:

•	 how you describe them		  •  how they behave.

A	Physical appearance

1	 What do we know about what Len looks like? 

•	 We know he has black, curly hair.

•	 We know he is fit and strong.

2	 Talk about others things the writer could have described.

•	 the colour of Len’s eyes:    blue    brown    green    grey
•	 Len’s size:                  tall / short    thin / fat

3	 What do we know about how Len is dressed?

•	 We know that his clothes are patched and old.

•	 We know that his boots are muddy.

4	 Talk about how you would describe:

•	 Len’s gardening gloves:    dirty / clean    new / worn
•	 Len’s baseball cap:        colour?    logo?

5	 Talk about how you think Len would be dressed when he 
was going to work as a firefighter.

•	 Would he wear a uniform?	

•	 What would it look like?

•	 Would he be smart or scruffy?
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B	 Personality

1	 What do we know about Len’s personality?

•	 We know Len is hardworking. 
Len worked steadily as he was determined to finish the 
hole before he went in for lunch.

•	 We know that he likes things neat and tidy.
He kept his gardening tools there. They were hanging 
neatly on hooks or lined up on the workbench.

•	 We know that he is kind and helpful.
“Of course I’ll help. Don’t worry. I’ll soon have her down.”

2	 Talk about how you think Len behaves when he is working as a firefighter.
	 Which of these words and phrases do you think best describes Len’s personality?

Word box

not afraid of hard work	 lazy	 selfish

brave	 cowardly	 kind

messy	 thinks about other people	 cruel	

3	 Add some words and phrases of your own to describe Len’s personality.

	   

	   

	   

	   

4	 If you met Len, do you think you would like him? Why, or why not?
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Let’s practise

The only things we know about Grace from the story extract are:

•	 she brings her husband a cup of tea

•	 she is a teacher

•	 she is marking Year 4’s stories.

You are going to write a character description of Grace as she sits at the kitchen 
table marking Year 4’s stories. Use your imagination!

A Planning

Use the questions below to help you.

1	 Physical appearance

•	 Is Grace:

	 – tall or short?	

	 – fat or thin?	

•	 What is her hair like?

	 – What colour is it?	

	 – Is it straight or curly?	

	 – Is it long or short?	

•	 What are her eyes like?

	 – What colour are they?	

	 – Are they large or small?	

•	 How is Grace dressed?

	 List the clothes she is wearing. Write adjectives to describe her clothes.

	 Grace is wearing:

	 Item of clothing	 	 Adjectives
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•	 Add any other details of her physical appearance you want to describe.

	

	

2	 Personality

	 Does Grace read the children’s work carefully or hurriedly?	

	 Is her marking neat or scruffy?	

	 Are the books on the table neat or in a mess?	

	� Does she write helpful comments or just put  
ticks and crosses?	

	 Does she sigh or smile as she works?	

	 What does she say to herself as she works?	

	� Does she look bad tempered, energetic, tired,  
or something else?	

B Writing

Now use your notes to write your description of Grace as she sits at the kitchen table 
marking Year 4’s stories.

 
Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

•	 used capital letters for proper nouns?

•	 used pronouns?

•	 written in past tenses?

•	 used adjectives to describe Grace’s
	 physical appearance?

•	 used adverbs to show how she does
	 things?

•	 described Grace’s personality?

Edit and proofread

Correct any mistakes in: spelling    punctuation    grammar

Write your neat copy.
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Let’s write

In the story extract, the only things we know about Mrs Brown are:

•	 she lives on the same street as Len 
and Grace

•	 she has a cat

•	 she is upset

•	 she is polite.

You are going to write a character description of Mrs Brown. 
There are very few clues in the story extract so you can use your imagination.
Try to make her a very different character from Grace.

A Planning

Use the questions below to help you.

1	 Physical appearance

•	 Is Mrs Brown:

	 – tall or short?		

	 – fat or thin?		

•	 What is her hair like?

	 – What colour is it?	

	 – Is it straight or curly?	

	 – Is it long or short?	

•	 What are her eyes like?

	 – What colour are they?	

	 – Are they large or small?	

•	 How is Mrs Brown dressed?

	 – List the clothes she is wearing. 

	 – Write adjectives to describe the clothes.

	 Mrs Brown is wearing:

	 Item of clothing	 	 Adjectives
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•	 Add any other details of her physical appearance you want to describe.

	

	

2	 Personality

•	 Is Mrs Brown kind-hearted or cruel?		

•	 Is she rude or polite?		

•	 Is she helpful or selfish?		

•	 Is she shy or bossy?		

•	 Is she happy or miserable?		

•	 Add any other details of her personality you want to describe.

	

	

	

B Writing

Now use your notes to write your character description.

 
Writer’s Toolbox

Have you:

•	 used capital letters for proper nouns?

•	 used pronouns?

•	 written in past tenses?

•	 used adjectives to describe physical
	 appearance?

•	 used adverbs to show how she does 
	 things?

•	 described Mrs Brown’s personality?

Edit and proofread

Correct any mistakes in: spelling    punctuation    grammar

Write your neat copy.
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