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Turning Talent into Treasures
Members share their inspiring stories



Dear Myeloma Warriors,

Welcome to our 2018 edition of Making Miracles. We began 
this publication 10 years ago, and it remains a tremendous 
honor to highlight your support of the IMF and the myeloma 
community.

The member fundraisers you dream up and bring to fruition 
celebrate the generous, welcoming, creative, and bold ways 
you live your lives. In that spirit, Making Miracles is not 
about myeloma, it’s about what the myeloma community 
does to support each other, to spread awareness, and to make 
a difference. 

This past year, you shared your talents, your friendships, 
your new adventures, and your favorite pastimes. You 
led tennis workshops, you sold cookies, you celebrated 
anniversaries, you ran many miles. You lived your lives well, 
and you shared them with your family, friends, colleagues, 
and us.

You can create a fundraiser by organizing a once-in-a-
lifetime party. You can also create a fundraiser by walking  
in a park with friends. 

This coming year, please think about the things you know 
you’ll do – and hope to do. The talents you know you have – 
and the new skills you’d like to learn.

And then think about how you might extend their meaning 
by making them into a fundraiser for our IMF community. 
I’m here to help you think it through and make it happen. 

With warmest regards and deep appreciation,

Suzanne Battaglia
Senior Director, Member Events

800.452.2873

SBattaglia@myeloma.org
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Back in 1999, the movie “The Matrix” made its debut nation-
wide. A Woodstock anniversary music celebration made 
its return in upstate NY. The U.S. Women’s Soccer Team 
won the World Cup in front of a record-breaking crowd in  
Southern California.

And in St. Cloud, Minnesota, a dedicated group of individu-
als began organizing the first JC Golf Tournament.

The Beginning
The idea originated with friends and 
family of Janet “JC” Johnson, shortly 
after they lost her to myeloma. They 
wanted to do something in her mem-
ory, and they knew that “JC” would 
have appreciated any efforts made to 
fund research and help others. 

They decided on a golf fundraiser that would take place in the 
spring of 2000. Golf was a natural fit because many in their 
circle of friends played.

That first year, they also 
did something that would 
set the stage for years to 
come: They put the word 
“Annual” in their name from the very start. Patty Gaetz, an 
original member of the planning team and now a Board 
member for the event, looks back and recognizes this deci-

sion as a critical junc-
ture. “We realized our 
strength and potential,” 
she says.

Now, 18 years later, 
the JC Golf Tournament is stronger than ever, with the 19th 
Annual JC Golf Tournament taking place this May. 

A Whole Lot More Than Golf
Although it’s called the JC Golf Tournament, from the start it 
has been more than golf, and the other elements have contin-
ued to enrich over time. The golf tournament portion begins 
in the morning, and lasts until mid-afternoon. It is followed 
by a Social Hour, and then dinner and dancing. Throughout 
the day and evening there are also raffles, a silent auction, 
door prizes, various side-contests on the golf course, and 
more food and drink. All of these components add to the fun 
and camaraderie of the event – and also lead to more dollars 
raised for the cause.

With so many years 
under their belt, it’s 
hard for the group 
to pick their favorite 
fundraising contri-
butions. Bob Zins, 
an original organizer 
and the Board Presi-

dent, shares a partial list that represents the scope – there’s 
truly something for everyone: Overnight stays at resorts, 
lawn mowers, high-end recliners, Minnesota Twins tickets, 
dinner packages, luggage, and golf equipment (naturally!) are 
just a few, along with a wide range of gift certificates. Bob is 
also quick to acknowledge the generosity of a large number 
of local businesses who over the years have donated food and 
service for their dinner, as well as radio advertising, printing, 
and so much more. 

There are so many 
people behind all of 
the generosity. By 
way of example, Bob 
fondly shares his 
admiration for the 
group of women who sponsor a hole on the golf course each 
year, and make each year a different theme. “They dress up in 
the theme of the year, and they give out prizes, cookies, Jell-O 
shots, and cup coolers,” Bob explains. Themes have included 
the 60s, the wild west, a casino, and the tropics.

Rain or Shine
The idea of the tropics is especially notable – this is Minne-
sota, after all. At their 18th annual event, the “bad weather” 
fears they worry about theoretically every year were brutally 
realized. The fundraiser was faced with what Bob deems “the 
worst weather in the history of our ‘rain or shine’ tournament.” 

(Continues on next page) 

� riends�reate A LEGACY

JC Johnson



4Making Miracles myeloma.org

They greeted that day in May with heavy rain and strong 
winds leading to wind chill temperatures below freezing.

Only five of the 27 golf teams were able to complete all 18 
holes. “It was just too cold and wet to be outside!” Bob says. 
The organizers weathered the storm by moving all of the 
other fun, which is typically staged outside, into the club-
house – including the putting contests. “We were pleasantly 
surprised at how well it worked out,” Bob reports. “We had 
an afternoon of visiting, socializing, and card games.” And 
of course they gave special recognition to the five teams 
that spent four hours completing their golf round in the  
horrible weather.

The group took a les-
son from last year’s 
event. “It taught us 
that we no longer 
have to fear a bad 
weather day,” Bob 
explains.

Long-time attendees of the 
JC Golf Tournament were 
not at all surprised that last 
year’s fundraiser was still a 
wonderful event. Multiple 
fans of the fundraiser noted 
that they know to count on it 
taking place the same time every year – the Saturday before 
Memorial Day Weekend, and that the timing also coded as an 
unofficial beginning of summer, regardless of whether there 
happens to be below-freezing weather. That feeling of the 
start of a new season lends an excitement to each year’s event, 
and inspires the community to keep joining in.

A Fine-Tuned Organization
The “rain or shine” success of the JC Golf Tournament is 
also attributable to fine-tuned preparation. The originators 
of the fundraiser prided themselves on taking a methodical 

approach from the very 
beginning, but the structure 
of their organization has 
also evolved. The event now 
has a standing 10-person 
Board of Directors, with an 
additional 15–20 volunteers 
who dedicate their time each 
year, starting with the solici-
tation of sponsors at the beginning of each year’s planning, 
and wrapping up with the thank you notes that are written to 
close out another year’s event. 

“An event like this cannot continue without the support of 
time and talents from all the volunteers,” notes Jim Sand, who 
has been involved from the beginning, and is now Vice Presi-
dent of the Board.

The preparation 
and execution 
work is broken 
out into seven 
c o m m i t t e e s : 
C o m m u n i c a -
tions, Prize Man-
agement, Dinner, 
Sp ons orships , 
Hospitality, Golf, 

and Finance. The team is focused on organization, with no 
one person bearing too much responsibility. 

The JC Golf Tour-
nament organizing 
team recognizes that 
creating this formal 
a structure isn’t for 
everyone or every 
fundraiser, but they 
think the strengths 
of how they plan and 
balance duties can be applicable no matter your fundraiser. 
Patty distills it to this advice: “Believe in your cause, commu-
nicate, set goals, ask for help, keep making new connections, 
and don’t forget to have fun!” 

The Next Generation
They organizers are enormously grateful for the continued 
support and participation of “many, many golfers and dinner 
guests,” Bob notes, a large number of whom have joined in 
from the very beginning.

Friends Create a Legacy – continued from page 3

(Continues on page 11) 
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 MY STORY:

On February 14, 2007, I received the news no one ever wants 
to hear… I had cancer… multiple myeloma. What the heck 
is that?

I learned quickly, and soon went through a series of treat-
ments and transplants, which brought me to 2010, on the 
other side of a tandem transplant. There were very strict rules: 
No playing in dirt, no eating fresh veggies, no playing with 
others, limited time outdoors…I’d always been a person who 
kept busy. What was I going to do with all of the restrictions? 

During this “quarantine,” my stepmother Janeice introduced 
me to quilting. It gave me a purpose for getting up, moving 
around, and using my brain. I made my first quilt that year. 
When I started, it was hard for me to imagine that I could 
make something so beautiful. But I did.

After my diagnosis, I started attending the Southeastern 
Virginia Multiple Myeloma Networking Group when it was 

brand new. Our sup-
port group couldn’t 
have started or stayed 
so successful this 
long without the IMF, 
along with everything 
else the IMF does for 
patients and research. 
Quite simply, without 
the IMF, I might not 
be here today. 

So in 2015, it struck 
me that I should do 
something to give 
back. I thought about 
the time after my tan-
dem transplant, and 
how the challenges of 
that period led me to find a new talent. It felt right that a quilt 
should become how I fundraised for the IMF. 

I raffled the second quilt I had ever made, called “Many 
Blooms of Life.” Cancer can be compared to blooms. Some 
days it’s cold and dreary, so blooms close into their budlike 
form. Other days, when the sun is out and it’s warm, they 
open up big and beautiful. That’s what living through cancer 
treatment can feel like. The winner was a member of our sup-
port group. Her name was drawn on Day One of her own 
transplant – exactly five years after my own Day One. She was 
definitely meant to win.

Last year, I raffled another quilt, called “Courage,” which I 
made to honor my dear friend Kay Wade. She had another 
form of cancer, but like us, she was courageous, and she 
fought every day. The winner of that quilt volunteers with 
me at the FBI Citizens Academy Alumni Association. It’s also 
great to spread myeloma awareness into the larger world.  

Now it’s your turn: Turn challenges into talents, and use your 
talents to make a difference. With all of our help, they are get-
ting closer and closer to a cure. I’m proof. Since my tandem 
transplant – and making my first quilt – I have been blessed 
with being cancer-free. 

by Brenda Riggs

�sing aNew� alent 
FOR THE IMF

Brenda pulling the winner’s name, Jane Marks, for the Courage Quilt.

Brenda Riggs with Darcy McCorristin,  
winner of the Many Blooms of Life Quilt.

“Quite simply, without the IMF,  
I might not be here today”
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Gary McAdam has been collecting and tasting whis-
key for 30 years, a hobby that evolved into educational 
tasting nights for family and friends, which led to an 
online presentation that zooms over Scotland to intro-
duce Scottish whiskey from its six regions. Gary calls it 
a “virtual tasting tour.”

After his wife Frederique was diagnosed with myeloma, 
Gary wanted to do something unique in support of the 
IMF community. Using his “virtual tasting tour” felt like a natural fit. His Grand 
Tour of Scotland fundraiser was born.

For the fundraiser, Gary enlists friends and colleagues to host tastings, usually for a 
group of five to eight guests. Each of those guests contributes to the night by donat-
ing via Gary’s dedicated IMF webpage. Gary brings whiskey from his own collec-
tion, along with tasting mats, glasses, presentation – and “good humor,” he adds. 

Steve Weinstein learned about myeloma several years ago, 
when a loved one was first diagnosed. He quickly became a 
passionate member of the community, and is now a co-leader 
of the Boca Raton Multiple Myeloma Support Group. Steve is 
also constantly using his professional life and personal inter-
ests to lend support to the cause.

Corks For The Cure is one example of Steve’s commitment. 
Steve had already been collecting wine corks, because he knew 
there were companies that paid for the corks. It struck him he 
could recycle them on behalf of the IMF – and also collect 
other people’s corks to increase the impact even further. 

When it was first time to turn in the corks for cash, an Inter-
net search led Steve to the company Yemm & Hart. He wrote 
to them to request a shipping label, and introduced his 
cause. “The owner wrote back that he was thrilled to partner 
with me,” Steve says – because it turns out his mother also  
had myeloma.

Over the past two years, the Corks For The Cure efforts 
continue to grow. Steve, who works as an administrator in 
academic healthcare, has set up striking, three-foot high 
collection boxes in the lobby of Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity’s medical classroom building. He also carries a smaller 
collection box with him throughout campus and beyond –  

even when he’s out shop-
ping. He also makes sure 
to always have the IMF’s 
educational materials on 
hand.

Word of Steve’s ongo-
ing fundraiser continues 
to grow, and the corks 
keep coming in. “Sup-
port group members have 
asked country clubs, wine 
bars, sports bars, and 
friends to save wine corks 
for them.” 

Corks For The Cure has 
also expanded to include wine tasting events at Palm Beach 
Liquors, which is owned by his friend. At the tasting events, 
the store’s owner donates gift certificates for a raffle, with pro-
ceeds going to the IMF. The store also saves its corks for the 
IMF.

All told, in 2017 Corks For The Cure recycled approximately 
17,500 corks. Steve’s upcoming plans include taking the  
fundraiser nationwide.

�ncorking HIS SUPPORT

(Continues on next page) 

�hiskey�isdom FOR THE IMF
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Gary has overseen tours for companies, social clubs, and 
groups of friends just getting together. “Folks love donating 
while enjoying a glass and learning something about whiskey, 
as well as a few anecdotal stories about Scotland,” Gary says. 
“The tour is meant for anyone over 21 who wants to learn 
about Scottish whiskey from a passionate Scotsman.” 

Gary has personally tasted 
more than 600 different 
Scottish whiskies, out of the 
1,000 whiskies of his native 
land. As his fundraiser 
has evolved, Gary has also 
expanded to include a “tour” 
of whiskies from other 
countries too – “as single malts become popular around the 
world,” Gary explains. He also notes that at most tastings, the 
group ends up discussing U.S. bourbon and rye whiskies too.

Gary’s daughter Josephine has also taken up the cause. As a 
radio DJ, she has held one-day telethons in support of the 
IMF and the myeloma community.

They both believe that awareness is key. “Myeloma is not  
a commonly known cancer,” Gary says. “So using whiskey,  
I can educate, as well as give folks an entertaining night.”

For 12 years, Jack Aiello had hosted a beloved 
Texas Hold ‘Em Benefit Bash in support of the 
IMF. But in 2017, he just didn’t have the time. 
Nevertheless, he did not want the year to go by 
without continuing to show his support of the 
IMF through fundraising.
Jack therefore decided to organize a virtual fun-
draiser in 2017, which would take less time, but 
still connect him with all of the friends and fam-
ily who have supported the myeloma commu-
nity over all these years. 
He focused his request on support of myeloma education. 
“I believe strongly in education, and as more treatments 
become available, patient knowledge becomes more impor-
tant,” Jack explains. The funds raised would be used as “edu-
cation grants” to help Support Group Leaders travel to the 
IMF’s Support Group Leaders Summit, as well as provide fee 
waivers for patients and caregivers attending IMF Patient & 
Family Seminars in the San Francisco Bay Area.
He reached out to his network in support of Jack’s Educa-
tion Grants primarily through email. Several of his friends 
also spread news of his fundraiser via Facebook. All paths 
of outreach led supporters to the dedicated fundraising web-
page Jack set up with the IMF, and 160 supporters donated  
to the cause.

Over all of Jack’s years hosting fundraisers, facilitating the San 
Francisco Bay Area Myeloma Support Group, and attend-
ing conferences and Patient & Family Seminars, he is always 
struck by how many people he meets ask “How can I help?” 
He notes that his Jack’s Education Grants virtual campaign 
was a simple way to bring these people into the myeloma 
community of fundraising and awareness.

Editor’s Note: Are you interested in trying something new or 
celebrating a milestone with your family, friends, or co-workers? 
Are you looking for fun things to do in your community?  
The IMF can help you turn it into a fundraiser! Call Suzanne 
Battaglia at 800-452-CURE or email SBattaglia@myeloma.org  
to get started.

�eaching �ut TO EDUCATE

Whiskey Wisdom – continued from page 6

Yelak Biru, Jack Aiello, and Jim Omel
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� elebrating Our Member Fundraisers 
OF 2017

Our member fundraisers for 2018 are full steam ahead, but 
we also want to celebrate all that was accomplished last year. 
The energy, the fun, the compassion – all of which and so 
much more describe our 2017 member fundraisers and the 
people who made them happen. We’re honored and inspired 
by what everyone does to support patients, families, and 
research all around the world.

So, a toast to 2017, which brought us Nancy Raible’s 5th 
Annual A Visit to Virginia’s Wine Country as well as Gary 
McAdam’s ongoing Grand Tour of Scotland whisky tasting 
(see page 6) and Steve Weinstein’s ongoing Corks For The 
Cure (see page 6). We’ll also never pass up a delicious dessert, 
and we’re therefore grateful for Ruth Schimmel’s 5th Annual 
A Day at Dairy Queen and the Scrumptious Holiday Cookie 
Fundraiser organized by Jameca Barrett.

All of those treats mean it’s time to burn some calories. Edward 
Curtis provided us with Masters Tennis for Myeloma, Team 
SYNERGY organized its 3rd Annual Strengthen for a Cure, 
and Andy Sninsky kept pedaling with his ongoing Bicycle 
Mojave and Beyond. Robyn Sullivan brought horses into the 

mix too, with the Anita Bell-Boyle Memorial Barrel Race. 
Out in the water, we had Doug Farrell’s 5th Annual Captain 
Turner Ocean Swim.

Hopefully not too many balls were water-bound at our won-
derful golf fundraisers! Bob Zins and his long-time team 
of collaborators organized the 18th Annual J.C. Golf Tour-
nament (see page 3), Todd Birmingham oversaw the 12th 
Annual Coach Rob’s Benefit Bash & Golf Tournament, and 
the Czerkies Family spearheaded their 10th Annual Caro-
lyn Czerkies Memorial Golf Outing. Mark McCalman and 
Graham McCalman brought us a Golf-a-Thon for Myeloma. 
We also celebrated Sharon and Scott Kowalcyk’s 4th Annual 
Chek Fest Golf Outing, Darla Kubik and Dwight Royall’s 2017 
Kubik Memorial Golf Tournament, and Maurice Pierre’s 2nd 
Annual Support Sheldon Golf Tournament. 

IMFers also love to run and walk for the cause. The Phila-
delphia Multiple Myeloma Networking Group organized 
their 9th Annual Miles for Myeloma 5K Run/Walk. The 5th 
Annual Miracles for Myeloma 5K was overseen by Sheree 
Pask, Ron Pask, and Gina Klemm. Last year also brought us 
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the 6th Annual Cincinnati Flying Pig Half Marathon from 
Ellen Grammel, Teresa Meier, and Chris Meier, as well as 
Theresa Tucker and Sheila Burton’s 3rd Annual A Walk in 
the Park, Julianne Basques’ Julianne’s Half Marathon, Jim 
Shoemaker’s Memphis Miles for Myeloma, and Helene Watts’ 
Walk Work Win 5K.

With all of those miles logged, it’s time to take in some arts 
and culture. Brenda Riggs created her Courage Quilt (see 
page 5), Jenny Hack created Artsy Wreaths, and Abigail 
McLaughlin sold her book It’s Okay on our behalf. Radio DJ 
Josephine McAdam hosted a Telethon and Charlie Eddins 
organized the 3rd Annual Heritage Singers. Carol and Ben-
son Klein continued to bring us their ongoing Trooper Ben-
son fundraiser, showcasing the comic strip artwork of Bill 
Rechin and Don Wilder. Comedy was also at the forefront of 
Kent Oliver’s 2nd Annual Laugh 4 Life and Laura Mooney’s 
2nd Annual A Night of Comedy. 

There was also plenty of laughter and fun at the many dinners, 
parties, and gaming events our IMFers organized in 2017. 
These include Debbie Beatty’s 2nd Annual Mission for Matt, 
Ken Fabian’s Birthday Celebration, Julianne Stafford’s 4th 
Annual Red House Carnival, Carol Klein and Anne Girod’s 
8th Annual Bridge Blasts Myeloma Ladies Game Day, Janet 
Kerrigan’s Myrtle Beach Multiple Myeloma Fundraiser, and 

the 2nd Annual Celebration of Life hosted by Debbie Morelli 
and the Central NJ Multiple Myeloma Support Group. It’s 
also always a good day when you can wear jeans to work, 
which the Nuveen Company did with their 2nd Annual 
Casual Jeans Day.

Lastly, and just as meaningfully, some IMFers created com-
pelling fundraisers solely through donation envelopes, 
emails, social media, and their dedicated IMF fundraising 
pages. We’re grateful for Ed and Ann-Marie Baranofksy’s 
Anniversary Celebration, Regina Hildebrand’s Fight for a 
Cure, Jack Aiello’s Jack’s Education Grant (see pg. 7), Miss 
Black USA Daphne Lee’s Mail-In Campaign (see page x), Sue 
and Wayne Bizer’s Let’s Whip Myeloma, and the Myeloma 
Awareness Online Fundraiser overseen by Jerry Walton and 
the Southeastern Virginia Multiple Myeloma Support Group.

Convincing your colleagues to wear jeans to work, a celebra-
tory dinner, gathering friends at a bar for drinks, creating 
art that you love – there are so many ways to express your-
self while supporting our cause. If you’re looking to make 
your daily life into a fundraising event – reach out! If you’re 
looking to do something out of the ordinary – also reach 
out! Please contact Suzanne Battaglia at 800-452-2873 or 
SBattaglia@myeloma.org. We can’t wait to be inspired by 
your ideas and help you bring them to fruition.
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The fundraisers created by IMF members are essential to the success of all of our 
programs, including the IMF Brian D. Novis Research Grants. These grants support 
innovative myeloma researchers around the world who are working to improve 
treatments while seeking the cure. Six fundraisers in 2017 made these grants possible:

Laughs 4 Life
Eline Menu, PhD
Vrije Universiteit Brussel – Brussels, Belgium
“Metabolism within the bone marrow 
microenvironment: targets for MM therapy?”
Chek Fest Golf Outing
Elke De Bruyne, PhD 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel – Brussels, Belgium
“Protein arginine methyltransferase 5 (PRMT5) in MM: 
pivotal role in genomic instability and drug response?”
Miracles for Myeloma 5K
Sophia Adamia, PhD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and  
Harvard Medical School – Boston, MA
“Functional role of core splicing factor deregulation  
in MM pathogenesis”

Miles for Myeloma 5K
Nicola Giuliani, MD, PhD
University of Parma – Parma, Italy
“Reprogramming MM cell metabolism to affect  
bone disease in Multiple Myeloma”
Wayne Hamby Memorial Golf Tournament
Simona Segalla, PhD
Ospedale San Raffaele – Milan, Italy
“The ribonuclease DIS3 in the DNA damage response in 
myeloma: a targetable pathway to protect the genome”
J.C. Golf Tournament
Jacqui McGovern, PhD
Queensland University of Technology –  
Brisbane, Australia
“Tissue engineering of an orthotopic humanised bone-
organ as a preclinical platform for multiple myeloma 
research”

� utting-� dge�esearch 
	 SUPPORTED BY 
	 IMF MEMBER FUNDRAISERS

1. �Dr. Kyle, Dr. Adamia, Sheree &  
Ron Pask (Miracles for Myeloma 5K)

2. �Cynthia Chmielewski, Dr. Kyle,  
Dr. Giuliani (Miles for Myeloma 5K)

3. �Dr. Kyle, Susie Durie, Bev Lundorff  
(JC Golf Tournament)

4. �Susie Durie, Dr. Kyle, Oliver Family, 
Dr. Menu (Laughs 4 Life)

1. �Dr. Kyle, Dr. Adamia,  
Sheree & Ron Pask  
(Miracles for Myeloma 5K)

2. �Cynthia Chmielewski,  
Dr. Kyle, Dr. Giuliani  
(Miles for Myeloma 5K)

3. �Dr. Kyle, Susie Durie,  
Bev Lundorff  
(JC Golf Tournament)

4. �Susie Durie, Dr. Kyle,  
Oliver Family, Dr. Menu  
(Laughs 4 Life)

1 2 3

4
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A typical year’s attendance at the JC Golf Tournament is 
approximately 125 golfers, with an additional 50 people 
joining for the evening’s dinner and dancing. “This number 
works out comfortably for us,” Bob notes, “because we fit well 
in the clubhouse without being too crowded, and it gives us 
plenty of room to display all of our silent auction items.”

While they are happy 
with their numbers, 
the original planners 
and attendees from 
the early years have 
also taken care to 
bring their sons and 
daughters into the 
fold. “Our kids have participated in this event from the start,” 
Patty notes. “They have seen first-hand how a small, thought-
ful group of friends, including them, has made a difference.”

“We need a foundation for the future to build on,” Jim adds. 
“By bringing in ‘the next generation’ we hope they will  see 
how you can do something very special and have fun at the 
same time.” 

“Our community of myeloma friends has also grown con-
siderably in the last 18 years,” Bob says. They have always 
encouraged myeloma patients and their families to attend. 
For this year’s event, they have extended that reach further by 
inviting area support groups to participate. 

“The number one reason is, you are not alone,” Jim explains. 
“The second reason is, I believe it helps with educating all 
who attend or volunteer that there is a face to what we do. 
That is very important. “

A Legacy of 18 Years… and Counting
There are so many ways to measure a legacy, and the numerous 
ways support to the myeloma community touches lives and 
changes the very landscape of what it means to be diagnosed 

with the disease. But one way, surely, to note the legacy of the 
JC Golf Tournament is through the Brian D. Novis Research 
Grants they have sponsored – five in total. 

Looking back as they enter their 19th year, Bob notes, “When 
a handful of us started, we knew very little about myeloma. 
Through our relationship with myeloma patients and the 
IMF, we’ve learned so much about the breakthroughs and the 
advancements in the various treatments available.”

This year, the 
JC Golf Tourna-
ment is fund-
ing Novis Grant 
Winner Dr. Jac-
qui McGovern. 
At the Ameri-
can Society of 
H e m a t o l o g y 
(ASH) Confer-
ence in December 2017, Bev and Steve Lundorff represented 
the group and presented Dr. McGovern with her grant award. 
“The experience was very moving,” says Bev, who is also their 
Board Treasurer. “It was an honor to meet people who have 
personally benefitted from research gains.”

“What strikes 
me is the posi-
tive attitude and 
de ter minat ion 
that the survi-
vors have always 
shown in beating 
the disease,” Bob 

adds. “Special memories throughout the years include meet-
ing myeloma patients and their families.”

All of the organizers of the JC Golf Tournament are proud 
and humbled by the contributions they have been able to 
make for the cause. “It’s such 
a great feeling to know that 
we’re involved with an orga-
nization that provides such 
benefits for so many peo-
ple,” Bev says. “It’s amaz-
ing to me that there are so 
many of our friends who 
look forward to this event 
every year. I hope the only 
reason the tournament 
ends is because a cure has 
been found.”

Friends Create a Legacy – continued from page 4

“It was an honor to meet people who have 
personally benefitted from research gains”
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In her roles as Miss Black USA and as an accomplished pro-
fessional dancer, Daphne Lee is used to being front and cen-
ter. After her mother was diagnosed with myeloma in 2016, 
Daphne was eager to use her visibility for the cause.

At the IMF’s Comedy Celebration on November 4, 2017, 
Daphne co-hosted a live-stream of the evening’s Red Carpet, 
interviewing arriving guests and previewing the festivities to 
come. Her partner was Alie Ward, a television correspondent 
who also has a parent with myeloma. 

Daphne was elated to participate, viewing it as a way to for 
everyone to “know that there is a myeloma family out there,” 
she says. She was particular honored to meet and interview 
myeloma physicians and researchers who are improving lives 
on a daily basis and getting closer to finding a cure.

Daphne also recognizes the importance of education. “As 
an African American with a rich culture of Afro Latina and 

C a r i b b e a n 
b ackg round, 
many people 
are not aware of 
myeloma,” she 
notes. “I make 
sure to spread 
knowledge and 
information.” 
Whenever she 
has a speaking 
engagement , 
Daphne also leaves IMF donation envelopes behind. 

Her reign as Miss Black USA comes to an end in August, 
but Daphne plans to keep using her visibility to support 
the myeloma community however she can. “This has been 
such a rewarding experience that came out of something 
unfortunate,” Daphne says. “I plan to use my mother’s diag-
nosis to grow my artistry, bring awareness, and have a new  
take on life.”

�onthly � iving 
                         FOR THE IMF COMMUNITY

Since 2008, members of the IMF’s monthly giving program, 
the Hope Society, have been supporting our core programs 
and services in a very special way. Monthly gifts ranging 
from $5 to $1,000 have been adding up, and with each new 
member, the Hope Society gets closer to reaching an all-time 
record of raising $100,000 in a single year! 

The impact of this program has tremendous benefits for 
patients and caregivers who are living with myeloma. Ongo-
ing education and support for our community – such as 
updating the IMF website and our publications library with 
the latest information, and producing our weekly web series 
#AskDrDurie – are supported by the ongoing commitments 
of our Hope Society members.  

On the following page, we are grateful to share the Honor 
Roll of those who participated in the Hope Society in 2017. 
We encourage you to join them this year. If you have ques-
tions about the Hope Society, you are welcome to contact 
us at info@myeloma.org or at 800-452-CURE and ask for a 
Development Team member.

If you know you’re ready to get started, joining is easy! You can 
do so directly through the IMF website at hope.myeloma.org. 
New members will have the option to select from a brand-
new assortment of thank you gifts for joining. Supplies are 
limited, so sign up today – and start making a difference, one 
month at a time!

Daphne Lee and Alie Ward

�iss� lack USA 
LIVE-STREAMED FOR THE CAUSE

"As an African American… I make sure 
to spread knowledge and information”
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�ope �ociety
                                  HONOR ROLL 2017

Amy Adams
Pamela Ahlen
Kathy Maeglin and Albert Allen
Mary Ann Allyn
Paula Thompson and Hani Al-Nakib
Cathie Alonzo
Bonnie and James Anderson
Betty Arevalo
Shannon Bacon and James Bergman
Rene D’Valery and James Baker
Suzanne Battaglia
Eunice Becker
Judy and Bill Bennett
David Bennett
Shannon Bacon and James Bergman
Marcy Bernstein
Anne and John Blair
Frances and James Bowles
Kathy Brens
Julia Brock
Helen and Darrell Brookstein
Claudia and Philip Brown
Prudy Brown
Teresa Brown
Nancy Bruno
Britney Burgess
Pamela and Mark Burmeister
Patricia Vigilante and Robert Candela
Catherine and John Capo
Annette and Patrick Cavanagh
Colleen and Fred Charles
Cynthia and John Chmielewski
Renee and Craig Cole
Vicki Collins
Dianne Colon
Mary and Kelly Cox
Laurie and David Crain
Bets Crean
Maureen Cronin
Catherine and Willard Cullum
Debbie Danzo
Richard Davies
Stephanie Davis
Karen DeBenedet
Sherry and Mehmet Dogruyusever
Niall Doherty
Susie and Brian Durie
Celeste and Donald Dybeck
Linda Curry and Jennifer Edgerley
Linda and Mark Edwards
Teresa and Stuart Eigler
Joseph Ellis
Kathleen and Doug Farrell
Joann Corrao and Donald Feinsilver
Jeannie Brady and William Fennessy
Kyoko Kashiwagi and Ron Fischer
Heather and Marc Fishman
Kim and Doug Foreman
Laura Friend
Norma Jean Bodey Galiher

Calogera and Carmelo Gallico
Susan and Daniel Gannon
Marie and Carl Gilliam
Anil Godbole
M. Elena Cabral and David Gonzalez
Steven Goodwin
Mary Granger
Angela Grant
Roberta Greenberg
Diane Grosso
Cheryl Habr
William Haid
Linda Hankus
Elizabeth Hanley
Sallie and Hadley Hasemeier
Rebecca and Michael Heinold
Delores Hill
Martin Hurlich
Sally and Reggie Jardon
Janice Johnson
Debbie and Jerry Jordan
Mary and Bill Joswig
Amy and Matthew Katz
Jacqueline and Michael Katz
Roberta and Raymond Klein
Leny and Ben Kolsteren
Ann Nora and Ken Kruger
Philip Lange
Rachel and Duane Lashbrook
Kathleen and Charles Lewis
Nancy and Don Lorenzen
Randi Lovett
Peter Lundell
Mary Jane Lundy
Liz Manczak
George March
Helene and Alan Marks
Stephen Marsh
Marie and Jeffrey Matous
Vicki and Dwight Mays
Mable and Alex McChriston
Robert McFarland
Kathleen McHugh
Kenneth McNeil
Mary Ann and Richard Menke
Paula Merrigan
Deborah Michnik
James Miller
Daniel Missildine
Laura and Charles Mooney
Alanna Morgan
Karen and Edward Necela
Annalee and Jeffrey Nystrom
Paul O’Dea
Sheila Olmstead
Patricia and Jim Omel
Peggy Pankey
Aurelijia Paplauskiene and  

Raymond Paplauskas
Jack Pascale
Virginia and Ron Patrick

Lorna and Owen Perkins
Gail Pollard
Ellen Powell
Joanne and William Powell
Dan Quattrochi
Hazel and John Raubacher
Tina and Michael Rettig
Dawn Rochester
Carmelita and Ralph Rodriguez
Mary Rohleder
Melissa Klepetar and Ben Rolling
Margaret and Robert Romeo
Rebecca Rooney
Gregory Rosasco
Sara and Richard Rosene
Doloures and Michael Ryan
Susan and Ira Saltzman
Amirah Limayo and Michael Santos
Jennifer and Tim Scarne
Cynthia Schulze
Marguerite and Daniel Scott
Janice Sejut
Marie and Charles Shanley
Newton Sharp
Nancy Shealy
Susan and Barry Shulstein
Robert Singdahlsen
Barbara and Robert Sirotkin
Richard Skalitzky
Carole Skelly

Randall Smith
Brando Sordoni
Mari Stassi
Diane Staves
Nancy and Jay Style
Mindy and Randolph Tammara
Henry Thomas
Nancy Tidwell
Janet and Jerry Tracy
Louisa Van Horne
Rosario and Antonio Villacort
Leopoldo Villareal
Ray Vines
John Walker
Michelle Walker
Craig Weiskerger
Jonathan Weitz
Charlotte and Joseph Werkmeister
Carol Whenry
Leslee Willitts
Sherry Brandt and Scott Wilson
Michael Wood
Steven Woolf
Mary and Lyndell Worthen
Beth and Woodring Wright
Melissa and Ben Wright
Sandy Wytroval
Claire Zupancic

Join over 200 families in the International Myeloma 
Foundation’s Hope Society. Monthly gifts starting at 
$10 support IMF core programs, including educational 
events, publications, the toll-free InfoLine, and more! 

Consider joining the Hope Society today!

Learn more at  http://hope.myeloma.org

Members who give $20 or more per month receive 
two complementary registrations each year  

to a Patient & Family Seminar.

Ready to join?  
Contact Jonathan Weitz at jweitz@myeloma.org
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With one saved bookmark on your computer, your  
purchases at the online retailer Amazon will bring in 
thousands of dollars for the IMF!

Amazon.Myeloma.org
If you make your Amazon purchases through that link,  
the IMF receives a donation of 5%–6% (or more) of  
your purchase price. Since the average American spends  
about $1,000 each year shopping on Amazon, that  
means your annual purchases would result in more  
than $50 for the cause.

It’s simple and easy to do:  
Just bookmark  
Amazon.Myeloma.org – 
and then make your Amazon 
purchases via that link.

This link is different than AmazonSmile, which is  
also a supportive program, but yields a far lower  
donation percentage. So we encourage you to use  
Amazon.Myeloma.org instead.

Happy Shopping at  
 
and thank you!

CharityCharge is the 
world’s first socially 
conscious credit card – 
and they are partnering 
with the IMF! 

Our members will earn an 
automatic 1% cash-back, tax-deductible contribution to the 
IMF every time you use this credit card!

With a CharityCharge credit card you receive:

• An IMF-branded Mastercard with no annual fee

• �100% of the cash back going directly to the IMF  
(no “processing costs”)

You can learn more about our partnership with 
CharityCharge by visiting charitycharge.myeloma.org. 

You’re also welcome to contact us at info@myeloma.org or 
800-452-CURE, and asking for the Development Team.

Use your credit card to automatically  
give back to the cause!

Use AMAZON.MYELOMA.ORG
to� hop for the� ause

A �redit �ard that 
GIVES BACK TO THE IMF
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Facebook has made fundraising 
possible for the charity of your choice – 

so please use the opportunity to support the IMF!

To start: Like the IMF’s Facebook page at  
Facebook.com/myeloma. Then click on the  
“Fundraisers” option in the left-hand sidebar. 

You’ll see our list of members hosting Facebook fundraisers 
for our cause. When you’re ready to launch your own, 
simply click the blue “Raise Money” button. If you log into 
Facebook on your birthday, the site will even ask you if you 
want to start a Fundraising ask in honor of your special day. 

For more information on how to set up a Facebook 
fundraiser or how the program works, contact us at  
info@myeloma.org,  
or call us at 818-487-7455  
and ask to speak with  
a member of the  
Development team.

New tax laws recently passed 
may make 2018 an even more 
advantageous time than ever 
before to give to the IMF 
through gifts of stock, other 
securities, retirement accounts, 
and Donor Advised Funds. 

Gifts of stock that have been held for over a year are eligible 
for a full charitable donation credit without paying taxes on 
the capital gain. 

The federal government has also once again extended the 
option that allows individuals over the age of 70 ½ to donate 

directly through their retirement accounts without paying 
taxes on the withdrawals. 

Many donors have also been transferring their philanthropic 
dollars into Donor Advised Funds, for which the IMF is a 
qualified recipient.  

It is always recommended that you consult with your finan-
cial and tax advisors to confirm the benefits of these types 
of contributions. However, if you are interested in learning 
more about making gifts to the IMF through stock, retire-
ment accounts, or Donor Advised Funds, please contact 
Randi Lovett, Vice President of Development, at rlovett@
myeloma.org or 818-487-7455.  

Upcoming  
Member Events in 2018

August 1, 2018
Laughs 4 Life – Hattiesburg, MS
Contact:  kentpoliver@gmail.com

September 22, 2018
Miracles for Myeloma 5K – Clark, NJ

Contact:  rpask@comcast.net
September 22, 2018

A Visit to Virginia’s Wine Country – VA
Contact:  Nancy Raible – nancyandclaude@verzon.net

September 22, 2018
A Mission for Matt – NY

Contact:  Debbie Beatty – dtbeatty@hotmail.com
September 29, 2018

Seeds of Hope Luncheon – OH
Contact:  Sylvia Hairston –ladysmhairston@hotmail.com

October 13, 2018
Coach Rob’s Golf Tournament – FL

Contact:  Todd Birmingham – birm4@aol.com
October 18, 2018

Red House Carnival – MA
Contact:  Julianne Stafford – jstaff07@gmail.com 

� ifts of� tock, IRAT ransfers, 
and more TO THE IMF

PLEDGE YOUR BIRTHDAY 

with�acebook

�undraisers
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 �Awareness Bracelet  
(10-pack for $10) 

 �Ribbon of Hope  
Holiday Ornament ($10) 

 �Ribbon of Hope  
Lapel Pin ($5)

 IMF Cap ($15)
 IMF T-Shirt ($15)
 IMF Polo Shirt ($20)

IMF �roducts

All merchandise can be viewed and/or ordered on our website myeloma.org

The theme of the IMF’s  
myeloma awareness bracelet is 
Improving Lives Finding the Cure. 
Wear one in honor, celebration, or in memory of a loved one.  
When people ask you about it, you’ll have a perfect opportunity  
to spread the word about myeloma.

Your contribution for these items will help us provide critical  
education, research and support, raise awareness and show support  
for myeloma patients worldwide, and help us in our mission to  
improve the quality of life of  
myeloma patients while  
working toward  
prevention  
and a cure.


