
A WORKING TAXONOMY OF BIGFOOT-
TYPE BEINGS

I. Core / Pan-American Names (Modern & 
Cryptozoological)

These are the “standard” or popularized terms:

• Bigfoot
• Sasquatch (from Halkomelem sésquac)
• Skunk Ape (Florida & Southeast)
• Wildman
• Hairy Man
• Hairy Giant
• Wild Giant
• Wood Ape
• Wood Booger
• Booger / Boogerman
• Mountain Booger
• Creek Devil
• Bushman
• Forest Giant
• Man of the Woods
• The Old Man (Appalachian oral tradition)
• Them / Those Things (common euphemism in witness accounts)

II. Native American & First Nations Names (North America)

These are especially important, because they often imply spiritual intelligence, rules, or taboos.

Pacific Northwest

• Sasquatch / Sésquac
• Skookum
• Tsiatko
• Seatco
• Seeahkok
• Bukwas (sometimes overlapping with spirit lore)
• Dzoonokwa / Tsonoqua (often female giant variant)



California

• Hairy Man (Yokuts)
• Mayak Datat (Karuk)
• Oma (Yurok)
• Sunek’no (Hupa)

Southwest

• Ye’iitsoh (Navajo – “Big Monster,” sometimes giant/hairy)
• Atahsaia (overlapping mythic giant figure)

Great Lakes & Plains

• Sabe / Sabé / Sa’be (Ojibwe, Menominee)
• Misabe
• Rugaru (sometimes conflated—careful here)
• Windigo-adjacent hairy giant traditions (not the same thing)

Southeast

• Booger
• Urayuli (Alaska Native)
• Nantinaq (Alaska)
• Bush Indian

III. United States Regional Nicknames & Local Variants

These names often arise from repeated local encounters.

Midwest

• Ohio Grassman
• Michigan Dogman-adjacent reports (but creature itself is Bigfoot-type)
• Indiana Bigfoot
• Wisconsin Wildman

Appalachia

• Wood Booger
• Mountain Booger
• Old Man of the Mountains
• Creek Devil
• Boogey
• The Thing in the Holler



Southeast

• Skunk Ape
• Swamp Ape
• Myakka Ape
• Florida Bigfoot

West

• Momo (Missouri Monster)
• Fouke Monster (Arkansas)
• Batsquatch (Washington—winged reports, controversial)
• Cedar Booger
• Trinity Alps Giant

IV. Asia (Yeti-Class Beings)

These are crucial because they often predate modern cryptozoology by centuries.

Himalayas & India

• Yeti
• Meh-Teh
• Migö
• Dzu-Teh
• Kang Admi (India)
• Ban Manush (India/Bangladesh)
• Mirka (Nepal)

China

• Yeren (sometimes spelled Yerin)
• Wildman of Shennongjia
• Hairy Wildman

Mongolia & Siberia

• Almas
• Chuchunya
• Kaptar
• Snowman (Soviet-era term)



V. Japan & East Asia

These often blur folklore and cryptid:

• Hibagon (Japan)
• Kenmun (Okinawa)
• Yama-otoko (Mountain Man)
• Yama-bito
• Yamabushi-like wild men (folkloric overlap)

VI. Australia & Oceania

• Yowie (Australia)
• Yahoo
• Hairy Man of the Bush
• Quinkin (sometimes spirit-giant overlap)
• Orang Pendek (Indonesia)
• Orang Dalam
• Orang Hantu
• Mande Barung (Sumatra)

VII. Europe (Wild Man Traditions)

Often dismissed as myth—but extremely persistent:

• Woodwose / Wild Man of the Woods
• Green Man (symbolic but linked)
• Homme Sauvage
• Basajaun (Basque region)
• Leshy (Slavic forest spirit with hairy-man traits)
• Fomoire-adjacent giants (Ireland)

VIII. South America

Less documented but very real in local lore:

• Mapinguari (Brazil)
• Uñai
• Shapshup
• Didis
• Salvaje
• Sisímite (Central America)



IX. Descriptive / Behavioral Names (Witness-Based)

These are not cultural but phenomenological:

• The Watchers
• Tree Knockers
• Rock Throwers
• Night Walkers
• Forest People
• The Tall Ones
• The Silent Ones
• The Ones That Don’t Like Guns
• The Ones That Smell

X. Meta-Categories (For a True Taxonomy)

If you want to go full serious researcher, you can classify by:

• Forest vs Alpine
• Nocturnal vs Diurnal
• Aggressive vs Avoidant
• Physical vs Semi-Physical
• Tribal vs Solitary
• Flesh-and-blood vs High-Strangeness


