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Embraced by Mana
Tahiti. The name alone conjures images of South Seas islands with jagged
volcanic peaks covered in lush vegetation, incredibly blue lagoons, white
sands beaches sprinkled with coconut palms, and all of it surrounded by
tiny motus (islets). If you’ve ever seen the Rogers and Hammerstine musical
“South Pacific”, you likely have the soundtrack in your head. The most famous
of the islands of French Polynesia are Moorea and Bora Bora. And there the
conundrum starts for any visitor. Do you follow James Michener, who wrote,
"...but nothing on Tahiti is so majestic as what faces it across the bay, for there
lies the island of Moorea. To describe it is impossible. It is a monument to the
prodigal beauty of nature." Or do you follow the artists who have given their
lives trying to capture the beauty of Bora Bora, with its water every shade
of sapphire, topaz and aquamarine, and tropical fish with names that begin
with clown, parrot, butterfly, and peacock? The good news is that on this trip,
you don’t have to decide, because with Classic Journeys you get a carefully
curated week long itinerary designed to give you the best of both.
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DAY 1

MOOREA
‘Choose your adventure’ Explore the island by horseback or on guided hike through tropical jungle

Moorea and its fellow Tahitian islands are a geographical marvel. Folklore and science believe they formed from a series of
underwater volcanic eruptions that took place millions of years ago. Begin to get a feel for the scale, colors, scents, sights
and sounds of Moorea right away as you ‘choose your adventure’. Opt for horseback to discover the Opunohu valley and its
plantations in the saddle. Or lace up your hiking shoes to join a guided hike along a forest trail into Moorea`s lush interior along
the foot of the ancient caldera.  Either way, you’ll pass through pineapple fields where you can smell the ripe fruit, to the site
of an ancient archaeological site and even through a forest of Tahitian chestnuts. While the exploration itself is worth every
step, the culmination is even better, as you arrive at the Pass of The Three Pines with magnificent views of Cook`s Bay. Later
in the day, start a tradition for the week of some exploring and some relaxing poolside or along the beach.

Overnight: Moorea

DAY 2

MOOREA
•    Join a renowned marine biologist •    Swim with whales and dolphins 

Sixteen species of whales and dolphins frequent the waters of French Polynesia, which became a Marine Mammal Sanctuary
in 2002. Bath-warm and clear as can be, the lagoon and ocean surrounding Moorea is one of the world’s best places to witness
these wondrous creatures in the wild. Today, Dr. Mike—our friend and accomplished marine biologist—will introduce you to
his research team and lead you on an unforgettable encounter with these creatures in their natural habitat.

Overnight: Moorea

DAY 3

MOOREA
•    Sail on a catamaran •    Swim with some of the 800 colorful fish that inhabit Tahiti’s tropical waters •    Join a local friend
to learn about Tahitian culture and mythology

If you fancy yourself a modern-day Captain Cook, you’ll love spending today sailing the waters around Moorea on a catamaran.
Relax as the crew seer a course around the calm lagoon waters and even venture outside the barrier reef of Moorea. Whenever
you want to hop out to swim with the stingrays, reef sharks or brightly colored fish, you can—your captain has all the gear
you need including mask, snorkel and fins.    If you fancy yourself a modern-day Captain Cook, you’ll love spending today
sailing the waters around Moorea on a catamaran. Relax as the crew steer a course around the calm lagoon waters and even
venture outside the barrier reef. Whenever you want to hop out to swim with the stingrays, reef sharks or brightly colored
fish, you can—your captain has all the gear you need including mask, snorkel and fins.  Tahitians’ ancient Polynesian ancestors
endowed them with a rich and vibrant culture that includes weaving, woodcarving, and tattooing. The mythology in each of
their sacred traditions tells the stories of their life and relationship with nature. You’ll get first-hand exposure to that today,
when you visit with a local friend.

Overnight: Raiatea

DAY 4

BORA BORA
•    Make a quick hop over to Moorea’s sister island, Bora Bora •    Go in search of prized black pearls

Alain Gerbault was the first Frenchman to sail his yacht around the world and visited Bora Bora in 1926. Like him and so many
others, you may be tempted to return to live in Polynesia after you visit Bora Bora. Half island, half atoll, it is widely considered
to have the most extraordinary lagoon in the world, with water every shade of sapphire, topaz, and aquamarine, and Mount
Otemanu as a backdrop to every view.  And if the views are not enough to woo you back, perhaps the pearls will be. Today,
join your guide in search of the prized black pearl. The warm lagoons are ideal for its cultivation and it’s also here that you’ll
find the only oyster in the world able to produce the rich hues they’re known for, from light silver to the darkest grey, and from
pink to green.  And if the views are not enough to woo you back, perhaps the pearls will be. Today, join your guide in search
of the prized black pearl. The warm lagoons are ideal for its cultivation and it’s also here that you’ll find the only oyster in the
world able to produce the rich hues they’re known for, from light silver to the dark of grey, and from pink to green.

Overnight: Raiatea
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DAY 5

BORA BORA
•     Paddle transparent kayaks for maximum fun and visibility of sea life •     Opt to join scientists caring for sea turtles
for the day

Explore Bora Bora’s water and sea life when you join your guide in kayaks to explore the lagoons. But this is unlike any kayaking
you’ve done. Because if you are going to go in search of ‘Nemo’ and some of his fellow clownfish, parrotfish, napoleon fish,
coral gardens, sea turtles or other sea life, you’ll want maximum visibility. So your Classic Journeys guide has arranged for you
to paddle in transparent kayaks! Single and double kayaks are available, and our kayaking guides make everyone feel safe
with every paddle. Another ‘choose your adventure’ moment; If you really want to go all-in on the wildlife of Bora Bora, you
can even join a turtle rescue center’s scientists for the day, participating in the care of the sea turtles.

Overnight: Bora Bora

DAY 6

BORA BORA
•    Relax by the resort •    Or join your guide for a guided birding hike  •    Watch sunset with a glass of champagne on
a private motu

It’s your choice today to relax by the resort or join your guide for a scenic walk to spot some of the over one hundred bird
species that make their homes among the islands. Keep your eyes peeled for boobies, tropicbirds, Pacific herons, the rare
Marquesas kingfisher, and even the colorful ultramarine lorikeet. Later in the day, accept an invitation to journey by canoe to
a private motu to watch sunset with a glass of champagne. As the stars fill the Tahitian night sky, relax on the beach as your
guide shares stories and legends of how Polynesians were expert navigators and used the stars to help them with their travels.

Overnight: Bora Bora

DAY 7

DEPART
•    Wave goodbye to your Tahitian friends •    Promise yourself to return like early sailors and explorers

Paul Gauguin didn’t officially settle in Tahiti the first time he visited. So you are under no obligation to make this your home…
yet. But just like the sailors, artists and explorers who visited and returned, you’ll probably begin thinking about your return
even before your plane touches back down at home. It’s ok. It happens to us every time too. That’s why we continue to return.
And you will too. Count on us to be here for you when it’s time to return.
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Tour Hotels

Manava Resort & Spa
Designed in a modern Polynesian style, the Manava Resort & Spa

Moorea’s rooms and bungalows are scattered throughout its garden,

along the beach and overwater. The resort’s spa draws on the

traditions and philosophy of Tahitian care and hospitality.

OVERNIGHT:  | NIGHTS: 3

Le Meridien Bora Bora
Overlooking a turquoise lagoon, and sitting at the base of Mount

Otemanu, you're placed in the middle of paradise. Overwater

bungalows feature glass-bottom floors with incredible lagoon views

and private terraces, pools and beachside hammocks.

OVERNIGHT: Bora Bora | NIGHTS: 3
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Tour Dates & Prices
Tour Dates Price

Starting at
Single Supplement
Starting at

Want a different date? Or your own date? Visit CLASSICJOURNEYS.COM/PRIVATE
to learn more about private journeys.

Trip Essentials
TRIP LENGTH 7 Days, 6 Nights

START Hotel Lobby, Moorea, Tahiti

END Hotel Lobby or Airport, Bora Bora, Tahiti

TERRAIN Easy to moderate forest, beach and jungle walking paths.

What's Included
Award-winning boutique hotels that provide you unlimited access to the people
and places, culture and history you came to experience

Breakfasts & 2 dinners

 Full-time experienced guide(s) who are with you throughout the trip and handle
behind-the-scenes logistics

Admissions to scheduled events as noted in the detailed daily itinerary

 Gratuities for hotels, meals, and baggage

All land transportation during the trip

Above & Beyond Benefits

Invisible Check-In

Privileged Access Events

Or give us a call
1-800-200-3887
Mon-Fri 8:00AM – 5:00PM PST
moreinfo@classicjourneys.com

TRAVEL WORRY-FREE!
It’s easy with insurance from Travel Guard. Your policy can
cover trip cancellation, travel delays, lost luggage, medical
emergencies, and more. If you are traveling with kids, add
them to your policy at no extra cost. Click here or call
800-826-4919 for details.

AMBASSADOR CLUB
As a Classic Journeys guest, you are invited to join the
Ambassador Club after your first Classic Journeys tour. As a
member, you’ll have access to a whole suite of Ambassador
benefits you can use immediately and as often as you like.

ENJOY THE UNEXPECTED
When you travel with Classic Journeys, you can expect
handcrafted surprises built into every trip, but some things
just can’t be anticipated. Unusual weather, a once-a-year
festival or an unscheduled site closing will inspire us and your
local guide to improvise and modify this itinerary. Likewise,
the hotels named here are used on the majority of our
trips, but occasionally one of them can’t accommodate us.
If that happens, you can count on us to let you know before
departure and make sure you’re in a hotel of equal or better
quality. It’s our goal to make your trip exceptional!

**Any discount offered cannot be combined with other offers,
and only applies to published (regularly scheduled pubic)
departure dates in our catalogs or on our website.

https://www.classicjourneys.com/PRIVATE
https://www.classicjourneys.com/insurance/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20
https://www.classicjourneys.com/guest-loyalty-program/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20
https://www.classicjourneys.com/guest-loyalty-program/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20


You’ll enjoy these handcrafted travel experiences in Tahiti...
Ride horseback to discover the Opunohu valley and
its plantations

Hike along a forest trail into Moorea`s lush interior
along the foot of the ancient caldera

Explore Bora Bora’s water and sea life when you join
your guide in kayaks to explore the lagoons

Swim with the stingrays, reef sharks and brightly
colored tropical fish

Accept an invitation by canoe to a private motu to
watch sunset with a glass of champagne

"Wonderful group of travelers, wonderful guide, spectacular marine
life, natural scenery. Nice variety of water based activities and walks."

-Helen B., Monson, MA,


