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Rugged Beauty in the Balkans
How will you explain Montenegro to your friends who haven’t been (and that
will be 99.9% of them)? Do you start with its balmy Adriatic coast, where
golden stone villages nestle on secluded, palm-lined bays? You can’t leave
out the wild mountains with their sheer canyons and whisper-quiet lakes.
You’ll certainly have stories about the hospitable Montenegrins…the olive
growers, grappa-makers, shepherds and artists our local guide introduces
to you. We think you’ll fall in instant love with this compact Balkan land like
we did because it’s still so undiscovered, unexpected and unforgettable. In
one easy-going week, we’ll take in UNESCO World Heritage sites, four scenic
national parks, chic seaside resorts, and pre-Medieval landmarks. And you’ll
come home with the satisfying sense of having fully experienced the culture
of a country that most travelers can’t even find on a map.
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DAY 1

PODGORICA / KOLAŠIN
• Explore one of Europe’s largest vineyards
.

• Visit a remote Serbian Orthodox Monastery
.

• Settle into a 19th-century alpine village

Podgorica, Montenegro’s capital, is the convenient starting point for our week together and from here the week’s surprises
begin immediately with a visit to one of the largest vineyards in Europe. Known as Plantaze, it covers almost 6,000 acres and
produces more than 40 different wines and four types of brandy. In an earlier era, huge caves on the property were used to
conceal military planes.
.

.

A short drive away, is the picturesque canyon where monks built Moraca Monastery back in the 13th century. We’ll have a
chance to wander the grounds and our guide will secure us a glimpse of the 800-year-old frescoes dedicated to the Prophet
Elijah.
.

.

The day ends on an alpine note, as we settle into Kolašin. The village, nestled in a valley amid some of Europe’s last virgin
forests, was founded by the Turks in the 17th century and is a resort town popular with the locals. After dinner, you may want
to do a bit of exploring and take in the restorative mountain air.

Overnight: Kolašin

Meals: D

DAY 2

BJELASICA NATIONAL PARK
• Lunch with a working shepherd family
.

• Hiking Bjelasica mountain

After breakfast, we'll make time for a stroll with a distinguished biologist, providing us with an in depth experience of the
surrounding plant and wildlife.
.

Today is a literal highpoint of our time in Montenegro – an
.

experience you’ll recount again and again. Our friend Darko escorts
.

us via 4WD caravan, up to a cluster of rustic shepherds’ huts, tucked
.

into stony alpine meadows.
.

We’ll strike out on a mountaintop walk, surrounded in every direction by peaks and glistening lakes. You’ll feel a humbling
sense of solitude and grandeur, and you have to spend a moment imagining a life where “normal” is so awesome. Arriving back
at the huts, Darko’s wife Kaca welcomes us to a homemade lunch, and the family lets us in on the pleasures and challenges
of their lives as working shepherds.

Overnight: Kolašin

Meals: B, L, D

DAY 3

TARA CANYON / BUDVA
• Explore Europe’s deepest river canyon
.

• Walk the mountain-lined shores of Black Lake
.

• Enjoy your first glimpse of the Adriatic Sea
.

Today, we’re celebrating the majestic interior of Montenegro. After a hearty breakfast, we’ll travel through a stretch of the
spectacular Tara River Gorge, the deepest river canyon in all of Europe. We’ll stop for a walk on the soaring Ðurdevica Tara
bridge.
.

  “Durmitor” means “sleeping” in ancient dialect, but today, it’s the name of an 8,200-foot mountain and the exhilarating national
park that is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. One of our paths trace the fringes of mirror-smooth Black Lake. The perfect
reflections of pine-covered slopes guarantee you a great photo op. You can also join our local guide on another footpath to
Zminje Lake at the foot of looming limestone cliffs, go row-boating, or sip a coffee at the lakeside cafe.
.

.

So much fresh air and interesting walking is bound to give you a big appetite—which is a good thing because we’ll arrange a
generous picnic spread of Montenegrin specialties. Later, a local carpenter welcomes us into his home where we get a look
at how he’s turned traditional woodworking into high art.
.
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.

As the afternoon deepens, we “take the plunge” into an incredibly different world in the coastal town of Budva. People first
settled here 2,500 years ago, and you’ll understand why they never left!  Huddled up up against the Adriatic, Budva is a
picturesque jumble of stone buildings with red tile roofs. Ancient fortified walls jut out into the blue waters.
.

This evening is as civilized and mellow as your day was wide-open and wind-swept. Amble from our hotel through the gracious
palm-lined streets and claim a table for a lovely seafood dinner.

Overnight: Budva

Meals: B, L

DAY 4

LAKE SKADAR / SVETI STEFAN
• Wander a picturesque village of deserted stone mills
.

• Boat in one of Europe’s largest bird preserves

Vesna, our local Montenegrin guide, will tell you that this day is “close to paradise.” Of course, we expect our friends to be
fiercely proud of their homelands, but in this case, we agree with her completely!
.

A brief drive along Budva’s Riviera, takes us to easy-going trails lined with the works of renowned sculptors and leading to the
dreamlike village of Poseljani. Here, ancient stone mills – more than a dozen of them, all long deserted – seem to grow from
the verdant streamside. We’ll explore a few for a lovely and engrossing look back in time.
.

Then nature takes over completely as our trail emerges at teeming Lake Skadar. So clear that you can see the bottom in most
places, the lake is the heart of natural bird preserve with at least 270 fishing, swimming, diving, singing species. We’ll board
a small boat to cruise its waters. If you’re a bird-watcher, it’s heaven. But if you prefer to focus on sipping a fiery thimble of
grappa— known around here as loza—and nibbling on a cheesy priganice pastry as the world glides by, you’ll be just as happy.
Lunch is a leisurely affair at a remote restaurant, overlooking its own secluded bay.
.

One more magical moment punctuates the end of the day. Back at the edge of the Adriatic, we follow a footpath that offers
spectacular views of Sveti Stefan (St. Stephen). Perhaps Montenegro’s most-photographed landmark, the storybook village
rises on a dot of land just offshore. As early as the 15th century it was a fishing village. In the 1970s, Marilyn Monroe, Sophia
Loren and Princess Margaret vacationed here. Once again, it’s a center of resort life on this coast – a perfect example of the
rustic/glamorous stone villages we see everywhere on this tour.

Overnight: Budva

Meals: B, L, D

DAY 5

CETINJE / LOVĆEN N.P.
• Marvel at 360-degree views of the coast
.

• Lunch with an artist and his family

With breakfast under our belts, we’re off for a stroll in Cetinje – built as the capital of the lost principality of Zeta in the 15th
century – and long the cultural and spiritual capital of Montenegro. Most importantly, it’s the jumping off point for our visit to
Lovcen National Park. (Mt. Lovcen is “Black Mountain,” the source of the country’s name.)
.

At the summit of one of the park’s highest mountains sits the mausoleum of Njegoš, a 19th century ruler. (Think marble
columns, Venetian art.)  Monumental as it is, we’ve really come for the views – sweeping, unimpeded vistas in every direction.
Lord Byron once declared that Montenegro is “the most beautiful merging of land and sea.” And, as if you needed more proof,
this is it!
.

Transitioning from the massive to the minuscule, we’ll go for a walk in the forest. Our destination is the simple home of our
friend Boris for a homemade lunch. Boris is an accomplished mosaic artist in the classic Roman style, and he’ll demonstrate
how he upholds that nearly lost tradition.
.

At day’s end, we arrive in Kotor, another UNESCO World Heritage Site. Seen from the slopes it’s oversize mosaic of red tile
roofs, hugging the blue waters. Romans, Goths, Venetians and Ottomans are only a few of the invaders who’ve laid claim to
this port town. We’ll learn about its colorful history on a walking tour before dinner at one of the fine restaurants.

Overnight: Kotor

Meals: B, D
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DAY 6

PERAST / LUSTICA
• Visit a tiny manmade Adriatic island
.

• Taste the olive oil at a family farm

You can’t throw open your windows on a sunny Kotor morning without wondering how amazing it would be to start every day
this way. Kotor sits on the most deeply indented part of the Adriatic. The steep-sided bay is often called Europe’s southernmost
fjord, though it’s actually a submerged river canyon. Whatever its geologic origins, it’s ideal for cruising. So from the nearby
Baroque village of Perast, we’ll ride a high-speed launch out to Our Lady of the Rocks, the Adriatic’s only manmade island;
literally made from residents tossing rocks into the sea. From there, we cross to the Lustica peninsula, the country’s most
famous region for growing olives.
.

The walks on this day show us olive groves, their silvery leaves shimmering in the region’s beautiful light. Our friend Ilja will
welcome us to his farmhouse where we’ll see how his family grows, harvests and presses olives. Of course, we’ll leave plenty
of time for a tasting of his oils. If you like, you might go for a dip in the lagoon of Mirište, where we enjoy another of those
lazy lunches you’ve learned to expect.
.

Back in Kotor, the afternoon is yours to relax, shop or soak up the sun and sights before our farewell dinner.

Overnight: Kotor

Meals: B, L, D

DAY 7

KOTOR
• Shopping in the local market
.

• Scaling the Venetian fortifications above Kotor

Linger over breakfast as long as you’d like. You can take the whole morning for yourself or join our guide for a visit to the local
market just outside the city walls. If you’re up for final bit of exercise, we’ll lead you up the hillside to views over Kotor. The
week ends with your option to part company in Kotor or ride with us to Podgorica.

Meals: B



DAILY ITINERARY
Montenegro: Azure Adriatic & Soaring Mountains | Cultural Walking Adventure

800-200-3887 |  CLASSICJOURNEYS.COM

Tour Hotels

Bianca Resort & Spa
High up in the Montenegrin mountains, the setting for this resort is

a thick pine forest with views of mountain ranges and panoramic

valleys. The classic chalet style carries over to the timber-vaulted

indoor swimming pool.

OVERNIGHT: Kolasin | NIGHTS: 2

Hotel Majestic Budva
Located in the centre of Budva, 200 meters away from the Old Town

and 50 meters away from the sea, Hotel Majestic will provide you

with a unique experience of style, elegance and comfort.

OVERNIGHT: Budva | NIGHTS: 2

Regent Porto Montenegro
Set in a super-yacht marina, this property is a glimpse into the

Adriatic Coast at its most luxurious. The design was inspired by

Venetian palazzos. Each room, decorated in modern Mediterranean

style, boasts a view of Boka Bay or the lush mountains.

OVERNIGHT: Tivat | NIGHTS: 2
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Tour Dates & Prices

To see the full list of dates and prices for this tour, go to our website by clicking
here.

Want to travel with just your group on a date of your choosing? Visit
 CLASSICJOURNEYS.COM/PRIVATE to learn more about Private Journeys.

Trip Essentials
TRIP LENGTH 7 Days, 6 Nights

START Lobby of Hotel Podgorica, Podgorica, Montenegro

END Kotor city center, Kotor or Podgorica, Montenegro

TERRAIN
Easy to moderate on good trails and coastal paths. An average of
2 to 3 hours of walking per day, with a mini-van usually in support.

What's Included

All breakfasts, 4 lunches and 5 dinners

Full-time experienced guide(s) who are with you throughout the trip and handle
behind-the-scenes logistics

Admissions to tastings, historic sites and other scheduled events as noted in the
detailed daily itinerary

Gratuities for hotels, meals, and baggage

All land transportation during the trip

Above & Beyond Benefits

Wine on Us

Invisible Check-In

Privileged Access Events

Or give us a call
1-800-200-3887
Mon-Fri 8:00AM – 5:00PM PST
moreinfo@classicjourneys.com

AMBASSADOR CLUB
As a Classic Journeys guest, you are invited to join the
Ambassador Club after your first Classic Journeys tour. As a
member, you’ll have access to a whole suite of Ambassador
benefits you can use immediately and as often as you like.

ENJOY THE UNEXPECTED
When you travel with Classic Journeys, you can expect
handcrafted surprises built into every trip, but some things
just can’t be anticipated. Unusual weather, a once-a-year
festival or an unscheduled site closing will inspire us and your
local guide to improvise and modify this itinerary. Likewise,
the hotels named here are used on the majority of our
trips, but occasionally one of them can’t accommodate us.
If that happens, you can count on us to let you know before
departure and make sure you’re in a hotel of equal or better
quality. It’s our goal to make your trip exceptional!

**Any discount offered cannot be combined with other offers,
and only applies to published (regularly scheduled pubic)
departure dates in our catalogs or on our website.

https://www.classicjourneys.com/montenegro/
https://www.classicjourneys.com/private-custom/
https://www.classicjourneys.com/montenegro/
https://www.classicjourneys.com/guest-loyalty-program/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20
https://www.classicjourneys.com/guest-loyalty-program/?utm_source=itinerary&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=itinerary%20download%20


You’ll enjoy these handcrafted travel experiences in Montenegro...
Four wheeling to rustic shepherd's huts in alpine
meadows

Taking a boat ride in the crystal clear waters of Lake
Skadar in the heart of a natural bird preserve

Visiting the largest state owned plantation in Europe

Walking the mountain-lined shores of Black Lake,
formed by receding glaciers

Exploring with Vesna, your guide, whose love for
Montenegro is wonderfully infectious

"Vesna was unbelievable. Extremely knowledgeable, upbeat, and adjusted
itinerary to accommodate weather conditions and peoples' interests."

-Linda M., Branford, CT,


