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  Lively Exposure to Cuban Arts & Culture 

Classic Journeys  
provides 
unbeatable access 
to experiences 
around the globe.” 
 Travel + Leisure 

In the first half of the 20th century, Americans loved to hop down to Havana for a long 
weekend, spiced with the climate and culture of the tropics. Now that idea is back 
with this 4-day/3-night cultural exchange program created to connect you with the 
irresistible rhythms and vivid art of Cuba. In one concise, complete weekend you'll 
connect with the city's artists, musicians and dancers at an extraordinary level. You 
will chat with the city's most creative people, applaud their performances, and even 
get in a salsa lesson. To get a feel for everyday life, you’ll shop in a farmers’ market 
with the locals, cook lunch with a Cuban chef, meet a family that restores classic tail-
finned cars, and more. From your ideally-located accommodations, you are close to 
every essential site from a working cigar factory to Ernest Hemingway's home. 
Throughout, you'll eat at some of the city's finest privately-owned restaurants, 
explore historic landmarks, and hear firsthand stories from the Cuban people about 
the art of living in Havana - for a long weekend you'll never forget. 
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DAY 1 

HAVANA / MURALEANDO 
 Visit a local farmer's market and rations store
 Meet artists and musicians in the colorful La Muraleando 

neighborhood
 Enjoy a guided stroll in Old Havana
 Go bar hopping, Hemingway style
After thinking about it for so long, you’re finally in Havana! 
And all of your thoughts, ideas, and images will begin to 
crystallize to give you a true sense of this fascinating city 
and country. Starting immediately, you get an inside look at 
the lives of everyday Cubans as you visit a market where 
you can chat with the locals and the farmers tending their 
stalls. You also stop at one of the rations stores where 
families buy rice, beans, sugar and other staples. 

La Murleando is a neighborhood covered in bright murals, 
wall paintings, and art installations. (The shrine surrounded 
by banana-yellow hubcaps is always a favorite.) We'll meet 
our friends Manuel and Victor, and hang out with local 
artists and musicians. And when those musicians start 
playing, remember this: Cubans love to dance…and nothing 
makes them happier than when you join in. They don’t care 
if you have the moves; they just want you to let the beat 
take over! 

Later, you’ll go for a stroll in Habana Vieja (Old Havana) with 
a local historian for their personal take on Cuban history. 
This 500-year-old UNESCO World Heritage Site is the 
original heart of Havana, built by the Spanish, burned to the 
ground by pirates, and still a fine district of baroque and 
neoclassic buildings.  While many of the buildings are well 
preserved or restored, you also get a sense of the 
challenges that lie ahead as you see a number of buildings 
that fell into ruin over the past half-century and await 
restoration. 

Not long ago, the government of Cuba finally allowed 
entrepreneurs to start their own privately owned and 
operated restaurants known as paladares. Your evening 
begins with dinner at one of our favorites. Afterward, you 
can retire for the evening, or you can join your guide to 
retrace Hemingway’s footsteps on a nighttime walk that 
ends at El Floridita, a small bar Hemingway loved, where 
you can catch some live music and sip a daiquiri.  
OVERNIGHT: HAVANA 
MEALS: L, D 

DAY 2 

HAVANA 
• Watch cigar rollers at their work desks
• Explore Cuba-U.S. history and the Revolution
• Meet classic car restoration experts
• Visit with an art curator
This morning, you have one of those experiences you can 
only get in Havana, as you visit a traditional, working, cigar-
making factory. As you’ll see, there’s nothing automated 
about the process. Our aficionado-friend Augustine walks 
you through the rows of small stations where workers listen 
to the ‘reader’ recap the day’s events from the pages of the 
local newspaper, while they select leaves and roll each 
cigar by hand. It’s a fascinating process and you’ll have a 
chance to light up a cigar if you’re so inclined. 

Then a former Cuban diplomat and professor of political 
science leads you on an exploration of the island’s history. 
On visits that include the U.S.S. Maine, the Museum of 
Revolution and Hotel Nacional, you’ll have a chance to ask 
your questions and get candid insights on the once-close 
and always complicated history of our two countries. 

After lunch, you get a terrific inside look into Cuba’s car 
culture at a privately-owned business where artisans 
restore the classic cars (and paint them in just about every 
color you can imagine). You’ll have time to talk with our 
friends, husband and wife Julio and Nidialys, about the cars 
they treasure and the challenges of being small-business 
owners. They’ve hosted famous visitors from Michelle 
Obama to Mark Zuckerburg. Today it’s your turn, as the 
craftsmen who work on the cars take you for a tail-finned 
cruise to the Malécon, 5th Avenue and Revolution Square. 

Time magazine recently named Fabrica de Arte Cubano 
(Cuban Art Factory) one of the World’s Greatest Places. This 
complex is the pinnacle of the Cuban arts scene and on a 
curated visit you’ll meet some of the artists personally and 
hear about what’s inspiring them nowadays. If you find a 
piece that appeals to you, you can purchase it directly from 
the artist who created it. Then the choice is yours: Stick 
around afterward for dinner and a lively evening or head off 
to the Tropicana or maybe the Buena Vista Social Club for 
a performance.  
OVERNIGHT: HAVANA 
MEALS: B, L 

DAY 3 

HAVANA / FINCA VIGIA 
• Visit Hemingway's home
• Cook Cuban specialties with a local chef
• Brush up on your salsa moves
No American was ever more identified with Cuba than 
Ernest Hemingway. This morning, with a local friend you’ll 
visit Finca Vigia, the author’s Cuban home. On the grounds, 
you’ll get a fascinating look into rooms that are furnished as 
they were from 1939 to 1960, the period when the author 
lived here and wrote works including “For Whom the Bell 
Tolls.” 

Midday, a local chef invites you into the kitchen to help 
prepare some popular Cuban dishes in a cooking 
instruction. Then you sit down to lunch on the very tasty 
results. 

You’ve gotten the picture by now that the Cubans have an 
infectious enthusiasm for the arts. One of the best examples 
is the local private dance company that’s excited to give 
you a performance of Afro-Caribbean dance music. These 
young dancers have an energetic, percussive style that 
really captures the Cuban tempo, and it’s a treat to see them 
in action. 

When you select your outfit for dinner tonight, think about 
what will move with you on the dance floor. The perfect 
complement to this day comes at the hands (and hips) of 
professional dancers. You’re off to a privately-owned dance 
studio for a salsa lesson that will have everybody swiveling 
and smiling and getting a real feel for the native Cuban 
spirit.  
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Your farewell dinner this evening is at Havana’s most 
elegant paladar, famous for its role in the Cuban movie 
“Fresa y Chocolate”. 
OVERNIGHT: HAVANA 
MEALS: B, L, D 

 DAY 4 

HAVANA 
• Chat with a renowned photojournalist 
 

Did you ever meet Castro in person? No? Well the good 
news for you is that the photojournalist you meet this 
morning had virtually unfettered access to him. So, you’ll 
have the chance to hear stories of the last half century as 
well as to learn the backstories behind some iconic photos.  
 
You’ll have time for a final Cuban lunch on your own before 
you return to the airport for your homebound flight. 
OVERNIGHT: NONE 
MEALS: B 

 YOUR TRIP IS 100% LEGAL! 
HERE'S WHY... 
 
 

Thanks to the personal hospitality and generous spirit of the 
individual Cubans who have become our friends over many 
years and repeated visits to the island, all of the interactions 
and activities you enjoy during your time in Cuba are fully 
compliant with the U.S. government’s “Support for the 
Cuban People” general license guidelines. Count on Classic 
Journeys to make sure your trip is 100% legal and to do all 
of the record keeping for the Treasury Department and 
OFAC on your behalf. It’s just another reason why National 
Geographic Traveler named our Cuban trips on of their 
“50 Tours of a Lifetime”. 
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Tour Hotels

 

 
La Reserva 
In the heart of the vibrant El Vedado, this exquisitely=renovated 
colonial mansion has luxury rooms, a tropical garden with bar, 
and an in-house art gallery featuring contemporary Cuban 
artists. 
OVERNIGHT:  | NIGHTS: 3 
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READY TO BOOK? 
CLICK TO MAKE A RESERVATION 

Or give us a call  
1-833-387-1210 
Mon-Fri 8:00AM – 5:00PM PST 
moreinfo@classicjourneys.com 

Tour Dates & Prices 

Tour Dates Price per Person 
Double Occupancy 

Price per Person 
Single Occupancy 

March 5-8, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
April 9-12, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
May 7-10, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
June 18-21, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
July 16-19, 2020 $3,995 $4,590 
August 13-16, 2020 $3,995 $4,590 
October 8-11, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
November 5-8, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
December 3-6, 2020 $4,295 $4,890 
January 7-10, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
February 4-7, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
March 4-7, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
April 8-11, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
May 6-9, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
June 17-20, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
July 15-18, 2021 $4,095 $4,690 
August 12-15, 2021 $4,095 $4,690 
October 7-10, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
November 4-7, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 
December 2-5, 2021 $4,395 $4,990 

Want a different date? Or your own date? Visit CLASSICJOURNEYS.COM/PRIVATE to learn more 
about private journeys.   

 

Trip Essentials 

TRIP LENGTH: 4 Days, 3 Nights  

START: 10:00 AM Lobby of first night's accommodation, Havana, Cuba  

END: 3:00 PM José Martí Airport, Havana, Cuba  

TERRAIN: Easy-going walks on cobbled streets and countryside paths. 

 

What’s Included 
• Memorable accommodations for 3 nights  

• 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches, and 2 dinners 

• Full-time experienced guide(s) who are with you throughout the trip and 
handle behind-the-scenes logistics 

• Admissions to tastings, historic sites and other scheduled events as noted 
in the detailed daily itinerary 

• Gratuities for hotels, meals, and baggage 

• All land transportation during the trip 

 

Above & Beyond Benefits 
• Privileged Access Events 

 

TRAVEL WORRY-FREE! 
It’s easy with insurance from Travel Guard. Your policy can 
cover trip cancellation, travel delays, lost luggage, 
medical emergencies, and more. If you are traveling with 
kids, add them to your policy at no extra cost. Click here 
or call 800-826-4919 for details. 

 

AMBASSADOR CLUB 
As a Classic Journeys guest, you are invited to join the 
Ambassador Club after your first Classic Journeys tour. As 
a member, you’ll have access to a whole suite of 
Ambassador benefits you can use immediately and as 
often as you like.  

 

ENJOY THE UNEXPECTED 
When you travel with Classic Journeys, you can expect 
handcrafted surprises built into every trip, but some things 
just can’t be anticipated. Unusual weather, a once-a-year 
festival or an unscheduled site closing will inspire us and 
your local guide to improvise and modify this itinerary. 
Likewise, the hotels named here are used on the majority 
of our trips, but occasionally one of them can’t 
accommodate us. If that happens, you can count on us to 
let you know before departure and make sure you’re in a 
hotel of equal or better quality. It’s our goal to make your 
trip exceptional! 
 
**Any discount offered cannot be combined with other 
offers, and only applies to published (regularly scheduled 
pubic) departure dates in our catalogs or on our website.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You’ll enjoy these handcrafted travel experiences in Cuba... 

 

• Hopping into tail-finned classic autos to dinner at our favorite 
paladar  

• Cooking with a chef in the kitchen of her personal 
residence 

• Learning about cigar-making traditions and visiting 

Hemingway's home 

• Getting a salsa lesson at a studio owned by local 
dancers 

• Meeting Afro-Caribbean musicians, artists and other 
everyday Cuban people 

 
“We truly got to experience the Cuban people and their history. Manuel provided so much background that I feel 

like we have a solid understanding of Cuba's past, present and future.” 
—Randy R. 

 

 

THE Classic Journeys 

Difference 

 

You can expect the highest standards:  

Included Activities: 
You’ll never be surprised with add-on fees 
on your activities that include snorkeling to 
cooking lessons. 
 
 
Small Group Travel: 
With an average of just 10-12 guests, it’s a 
small footprint that guarantees you access 
that’s off-limits to larger groups. 
 
 
Unmatched Value: 
“Excellent value” and “unbeatable access” 
are two of the reasons that Travel + Leisure 
has consistently voted us a World’s Best 
Tour Operator.  

Luxurious Lodgings: 
Ours include coveted properties that appear 
in “World’s Best” and “Gold List” rankings. 
 
 
 
Local Guides: 
Your guides are locals who are always at 
your side like well-connected friends. 
 
 
 
Amazing Cuisine: 
From Michelin-starred restaurants to lunch in 
a farmhouse kitchen, you’ll have a seat for 
the region’s signature dishes.   

 
 
HANDCRAFTING TRIPS OF A LIFETIME.  
 
At the end of the day, we fundamentally believe that every guest on every departure of every trip 
should have a trip of a lifetime. We’re fortunate to play the role of well-connected friend, linking 
our guests with amazing guides, artisans, winemakers, hoteliers, restaurateurs, naturalists, and  
too many others to list here.  
 
That’s what motivates me and our team — in our La Jolla HQ and around the world — every day. 
Join Us! 
 
 

 
President & Founder 



 You might also enjoy… 
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Costa Rica 
Arenal & Manuel Antonio Park 
Multisport 
PICTURE YOURSELF… 
• Standing in a cloud of butterflies or hummingbirds 
• Exploring the forest canopy on hanging bridges or by zipline 
• Seeing scarlet macaws, crocodiles and howler monkeys 

For more information, visit https://www.classicjourneys.com/costarica/. 

 

 

Panama 
Canal, Rainforest & Highlands 
Multisport 
PICTURE YOURSELF… 
• Swimming in a natural pool beneath a waterfall 
• Being “buzzed” by fiery-throated and violet-tailed sylph 
hummingbirds 
• Plucking coffee beans at a mountainside plantation 

For more information, visit https://www.classicjourneys.com/panama/. 



In the first half of the 20th Century, after commercial air travel 
became a thing and before the revolution, Americans regularly 
packed their Samsonite Weekenders and hopped down to 
Cuba for quick getaways. In 2018, the retro tradition of an exotic 
long weekend in Havana is alive and well at Classic Journeys.

Think of it as time travel that doesn’t take any 
time at all. 
Your four-day itinerary begins on Thursday and ends on 
Sunday. With departures throughout the year, you can slide 
an overdue visit to Cuba into your life without stealing time 
from any other vacation plans you already have.

The time travel part kicks in the moment you step out of your 
plane. True to what you’ve seen and read, Cuba still feels like 
the 1950s — a lot! When the top comes down on a 60-year-
old tail-finned car and you cruise the Malécon with a tropical 

GIVE YOURSELF A TROPICAL,  
TOPICAL CUBAN EXPERIENCE  

IN JUST FOUR DAYS.

Have a Great Weekend  In ...



sunset reflected in your shades, it’s a blast from 
the past you’ll remember long into the future.

Of course, your days in Havana are a lot more 
than a trip down memory lane. The real eye-
opener is the chance to see a whole society in 
transition — in many ways caught in the past 
but looking for a way into the future. You’ll 
meet today’s Cubans — cigar-rollers, musicians, 
artists and entrepreneurs. There’s a community 
art project known as La Muraleando where our 
friend Margo will have you up and moving to 
the neighborhood salsa band. (She doesn’t 
care one little bit if you don’t have the moves; 
all she wants is that you feel the beat and give it 
a shot.)  You’ll also have fun with Humberto who 
will wave you into his theatre school where his 

young students love nothing more than putting 
on an impromptu show. As for those classic 
automobiles, Julio and Nidialys, a husband-and-
wife team of certified car fanatics, open their 
workshop so you can see how they refurbish 
their vintage “land yachts.” Thanks to our long-
time connections with some of the city’s best 
private restaurants (known as paladares), the 
best tables — and the best local cooking — are 
always on the menu.

There are, of course, great sightseeing 
opportunities, too. You can’t visit a 500-year-
old city and not explore the historic quarter, or 
come to Hemingway’s adopted home without 
strolling the grounds at Finca Vigía where he 
wrote “For Whom the Bell Tolls.” Could you 

go to the land of the Buena Vista Social Club 
without scoring a ringside table (complete with 
mojito) for a performance? You’ll also stop in at  
Hotel Nacional where Sinatra and Bugsy Siegel 
held court … and where the lawns hide bunkers 
built during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

If you’ve been wanting to get to Cuba but 
haven’t found time, this adventure is just  
what you’ve been looking for. You’ll be 
immersed in the island you’ve heard so much 
about. You’ll get a first hand look at a land that’s 
at a remarkable inflection point in its history. 
And you will have such a perfect answer when 
Monday rolls around and someone says, “So …
how was your weekend?”


