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Key

Many dates listed are approximate and may 
vary according to different scholars.

	 Major event

c. 	 Circa (about)

||	 10 years between lines

	 Year marker

	 Time span marker

JONAH, AMOS, ISAIAH,
HOSEA, MICAH

NAHUM, JEREMIAH, LAMENTATIONS, ZEPHANIAH, DANIEL,
EZEKIEL, HABAKKUK, OBADIAH, ZECHARIAH, HAGGAI

AMAZIAH 796-767

JOTHAM 750-732
AHAZ (JEHOAHAZ) 735-716

ZECHARIAH 753
SHALLUM 752

PEKAHIAH 742-740

HEZEKIAH 716-687
MANASSEH 697-643

AMON 643-641
JOSIAH 641-609

JEHOIAKIM (ELIAKIM) 609-598

JEHOAHAZ (SHALLUM) 609

JONAH c. 781

First recorded Olympic games 776 

Traditional date for the founding of Rome 753 

Homer c. 800-701 

Ashurbanipal 668-627

Nabopolassar I 625-605

Nebuchadnezzar II 604-562

Assyria rules Egypt 671-652 

Babylon falls to Persia 539 

JEHOIACHIN (JECONIAH) 598-597
ZEDEKIAH (MATTANIAH) 597-586

GEDALIAH, GOVERNOR OF JUDAH 586

REBUILDING OF TEMPLE BEGINS 536

OBADIAH c. 590 

HAGGAI c. 520

Egypt ruled by the Persians 525-405 

Cambyses 529-522

Darius I 522-486

Roman Republic established 509 

Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) 485-465

Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) makes Esther queen c. 478
Artaxerxes 464-424

UZZIAH (AZARIAH) 792-740

Gauls sack Rome 390

Herodotus 485-424 

Buddha, India 550-480

Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta 431-404

Pericles 500-429 

Confucius, Chinese philosopher 551-479

Egypt independent from Persia 405-342

Artaxerxes II 404-359

Darius II 423-405

ESTHER, MALACHI, EZRA,
JOEL, NEHEMIAH

Persia regains control of Egypt 342-332 

Alexander the Great 336-323

Alexandrian Empire divided; Ptolemy rules Egypt, Seleucus rules
Persia and Syria, Antigonus rules Macedonia and Greece 323

Artaxerxes III 358-337

Antiochus I 280-261

Antiochus II 261-247

Ptolemy II 285-246

Ptolemy I 323-285 Ptolemy III 246-221

Ptolemy IV 221-203

Antiochus IV Epiphanes 175-163

Antiochus V Eupator 163-162

Seleucus IV Philopator 187-175

Demetrius II 145-138
Seleucus I 312-280

Antiochus III the Great 223-187

Antiochus VI 145-142

Demetrius I Soter 162-150

Alexander Balas 150-145

Antiochus VII Sidetes 138-129
Demetrius III 129-125

Antiochus VIII Grypus 125-96
Antiochus IX Cyzicanus 116-95

INTER-TESTAMENTAL PERIOD

The Syrian Seleucids begin to rule Palestine 198

John Hyrcanus I becomes ruler of Judea 129
Aristobulus I declares himself ruler of Judea 104-103

Pompey conquers Jerusalem for Rome 63

MATTHEW, LUKE

Septuagint (Scriptures translated into Greek in Alexandria) c. 255

First Punic War; Romans control Italy 264-241 

Third Punic War; Romans control Greece 149-146 

Sulla dictator of Rome 82-79 

Philo Judaeus of Alexandria 20 BC-AD 50

Julius Caesar, Crassus and Pompey
form the First Triumvirate 60

Caesar Augustus (Octavian), first Roman Emperor 27 BC-AD 14

JESUS BAPTIZED, MINISTRY BEGINS c. 26

CRUCIFIXION, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST c. 30

MARK, JOHN, ACTS, JAMES, GALATIANS, 1 & 2 THESSALONIANS, HEBREWS,
1 & 2 CORINTHIANS, ROMANS, EPHESIANS, PHILEMON, COLOSSIANS, TITUS,
PHILIPPIANS, 1 & 2 TIMOTHY, 1 & 2 PETER, JUDE, 1, 2 & 3 JOHN, REVELATION

JAMES THE APOSTLE MARTYRED c. 44

COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM c. 49

PAUL’S SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY c. 49-51

JAMES, THE BROTHER OF JESUS,
MARTYRED 62

PETER AND PAUL MARTYRED
IN ROME c. 64 or c. 68

JERUSALEM CHRISTIANS
FLEE RATHER THAN JOIN
THE JEWISH REVOLT 66

Emperor Tiberius 14-37
Emperor Caligula 37-41

Emperor Claudius 41-54

Josephus, Jewish historian 37-100 

Claudius conquers Britain for Rome 43 

JEWS, INCLUDING PRISCILLA AND AQUILA, EXPELLED FROM ROME 49

Emperor Nero 54-68
Rome burns, Nero blames and persecutes Christians 64-68

Qumran destroyed 68 

Emperor Vespasian 69-79

Emperor Titus 79-81

Gallio, proconsul of Achaia 51-52
Emperor Domitian (81-96) demands title “Lord and God”

THE IRON AGE

Emperor Nerva 96-98

Dedication of Colosseum 80 

FELIX, GOVERNOR OF JUDEA 52-57

PAUL’S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY c. 52-57

FESTUS, GOVERNOR OF JUDEA 59-62

JEWISH REVOLT 66-73

JEROBOAM II 793-753 

JEHOASH 798-782 

HOSHEA 732-722 

MENAHEM 752-742 

PEKAH 752-732 

JEREMIAH c. 650-582

NAHUM c. 658-615

HABAKKUK c. 608-598

DANIEL c. 620-540

EZEKIEL c. 620-570

HOSEA c. 758-725

ISAIAH c. 760-673

MICAH c. 738-698 

NEHEMIAH GOVERNS JUDAH 444-432

NEHEMIAH IN BABYLON c. 432-430

PTOLEMAIC EGYPT CONTROLS PALESTINE 331-198

Jewish priests on good terms with the Seleucids

Judas Maccabeus leads a Jewish revolt against the Seleucids 166-160

John Hyrcanus I, high priest 134-104

Alexander Jannaeus succeeds Aristobulus as king 103-76
Salome Alexander 76-67

Aristobulus II 67-63

Hyrcanus II, high priest 63-40

Herod the Great appointed king of Judea 37-4

JOHN THE BAPTIST BORN 7-5 BC

CAIAPHAS, HIGH PRIEST 18-36

PONTIUS PILATE, GOVERNOR OF JUDEA 26-36

HEROD AGRIPPA I, KING OF JUDEA 41-44

PAUL’S CONVERSION 37

Shalmaneser V 726-722
Shalmaneser IV 783-773 Sargon II (722-705) takes Samaria, exiles people to Assyria 722

Sennacherib 704-681
Esarhaddon 680-669

Ashurdan III 772-755
Ashur-Nirari V 754-745

Tiglath-Pileser III 744-727

Emperor Trajan 98-117

GOSPEL PREACHED TO GENTILES 40

EARLIEST NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS WRITTEN c. 49

STEPHEN MARTYRED c. 32

RISEN CHRIST SEEN BY MORE THAN 500 PEOPLE, ASCENDS TO HEAVEN c. 30

Temple in Jerusalem rededicated, Hanukkah 164

JOEL c. 450

EZRA SENT TO JUDAH 457

Exile Restoration of Jerusalem Palestine ruled by Egyptian Ptolemies, the Syrian Seleucids, the Maccabeans and the Romans New Testament 

AMOS c. 765-754

ZEPHANIAH c. 640-626

FIRST EXILE OF JEWS TO BABYLON 605

ZECHARIAH c. 522-509

ISRAEL (NORTHERN KINGDOM) FALLS TO THE ASSYRIANS 722

JUDAH, THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM, FALLS TO BABYLON 
TEMPLE AND JERUSALEM DESTROYED 586

TEMPLE COMPLETED 516

ROMAN EMPIRESELEUCIDS 
OF SYRIA

PTOLEMIES OF EGYPTALEXANDRIAN 
EMPIRE

PERSIAN EMPIRENEO-BABYLONIAN 
EMPIRE

JESUS BORN IN BETHLEHEM 6-4 BC 

PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY c. 47-49

Battle of Actium, Rome controls Egypt 31 Battle of Phillipi 42 Second Punic War; Hannibal in Italy 219-201 

Herod begins refurbishing the temple 20
Hillel and Shammai are the leading rabbis 30 BC-AD 10

ZERUBBABEL AND JOSHUA LEAD THE JEWS  
TO FINISH REBUILDING THE TEMPLE 520-516

Nineveh, capital of Assyria, falls to the Babylonians and the Medes 612 

Darius (Gubaru) the Mede, governor of Babylon 539 

APOSTLE JOHN EXILED TO PATMOS 
IN THE AEGEAN SEA

Mt. Vesuvius Masada Roman Colosseum

Edict on Cyrus
Cylinder

Ephesus ruins

Dead Sea Scrolls (copies of Scriptures)written c. 200 BC-AD 100

Alexander the Great conquers Egypt and Palestine, Hellenization begins 332 Romans destroy Jewish temple and Jerusalem 70 
Spartacus leads slave revolt 73-71 

Cleopatra VII rules Egypt 51-31

Masada falls to the Romans 73 
Mt. Vesuvius erupts, destroying Pompeii and Herculaneum 79 

Cyrus the Great 559-530

The Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV tries to force Jews to abandon their law, desecrates the temple 175-163

CYRUS’S EDICT ALLOWS JEWS TO RETURN TO THEIR LAND 538
EXILES BEGIN TO RETURN TO JERUSALEM

HEROD ANTIPAS RULES GALILEE 4 BC-AD 39

JUDEA BECOMES A ROMAN PROVINCE RULED BY A GOVERNOR 6-41, 44-46

JESUS AMAZES THE TEACHERS IN THE TEMPLE c. AD 7

Jonathan, brother of Judas Maccabeus continues revolt 160-143

Hasmoneans take control of the priesthood 152
Simon, brother of Judas Maccabeus, governs Judea 142-135

Construction begins on Roman Colosseum 71 

Some scholars believe John’s exile was under
Domitian’s rule (c. 85-96) and others believe
it was under Nero’s rule (c. 68).

ESTHER c. 478

MALACHI c. 465

Ptolemy V 203-181

Rosetta Stone Tribute to Ptolemy V 
written in Greek, Egyptian hieroglyphs 
and Egyptian demotic 196

HEROD ARCHELAUS RULES JUDEA 4 BC-AD 6

BOOK OF REVELATION WRITTEN 
c. 90-96 or c. 68-69

See note above.

Hasmonean dynasty (Jewish Self Rule) 164-63 

KING SOLOMON c. 971-931

1 KINGS, ECCLESIASTES, SONG OF SONGS,
PROVERBS, 2 CHRONICLES, 2 KINGS

JEROBOAM I  931-910

REHOBOAM 931-913

NADAB 910-909
BAASHA 909-886

ABIJAH 913-911
ASA 911-870

ELAH 886-885

TIBNI 885-880
ZIMRI 885

OMRI 885-874
AHAB 874-853

JEHOSHAPHAT 873-848
JEHORAM (JORAM) 853-841

QUEEN ATHALIAH 841-835

JORAM 852-841

JEHU 841-814

JEHOAHAZ 814-798

AHAZIAH 853-852

Battle of Qarqar–Israel and Syria clash with Assyria 853

City of Samaria founded c. 879

AHAZIAH 841

KINGS OF ISRAEL (NORTHERN)
DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM 931
KINGS OF JUDAH (SOUTHERN)

ELIJAH c. 870-845

ELISHA c. 845-800
SOLOMON’S TEMPLE COMPLETED 960 

King Mesha of Moab 830

Assyria forces Israel to pay tribute 841

Syria oppresses Israel

United Kingdom

Hiram, king of Tyre c. 978-944 

Ashurnasirpal II 883-859

Shalmaneser III 858-824

Shamsi-Adad V 823-811

Adad-Nirari III 810-783
Shishak I 945-924

Divided Kingdom

NATHAN

Captives shown on
Shishak Relief

Mesha Stele
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Rose Publishing, Inc.
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Bible History

World History

Middle East History

THE IRON AGE

JOASH 835-796

1000 BC

1000 BC

ASSYRIAN EMPIRE Emperors Galba, Otho, Vitellius 68-69

JOSEPH BECOMES AN OFFICIAL IN EGYPT c. 1884 

JAC0B AND HIS FAMILY GO TO EGYPT c. 1876 
Sons of Jacob (Israel)–Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin
Grandsons (sons of Joseph)–Manasseh, Ephraim

Hammurapi (Hammurabi) reigns in Babylon 1792-1750 

Ahmose 1570-1545

Amenhotep 1545-1529
Egypt’s power begins to decline c. 1164 

Trojan War begins c. 1190 

Mayan Dynasties founded in Central America c. 1000 

Iron Age begins; Hittite Empire collapses c. 1200 

RUTH

Merneptah 1237-1227
Pharaoh Merneptah’s victory stele mentions Israel
for the first time in non-biblical history

Rameses II 1304-1237

19th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1318 

Horemhab 1347-1318

Ay 1350-1347

Amenhotep IV (Ikhnaton) 1377-1360

Amenhotep III 1416-1377

Amenhotep II 1453-1426

Thutmose II 1517-1504

MOSES c. 1526-1406

FIRST PASSOVER c. 1446

AARON c. 1529-1407

JUDGES, RUTH, 1& 2 SAMUEL, 1 CHRONICLES, PSALMS

Thutmose IV 1426-1416

Tutankhamen (“King Tut”) 1360-1350

ABRAHAM c. 2166-1991 

ISAAC c. 2066-1886

First Ziggurats built by Ur-Nammu c. 2112-2095

GENESIS, JOB

EGYPT

SAMUEL, JUDGE & PROPHET 
OF ISRAEL c. 1060-1020

JACOB (ISRAEL) c. 2005-1859

JOSEPH c. 1914-1805

Middle Kingdom (11th-12th Dynasty) in Egypt c. 2050-1800

Old Kingdom Pyramids built c. 2700-2200

Earliest forms of writing (cuneiform) c. 3200

THE BRONZE AGE THE IRON AGE

Thutmose 1529-1517

Seti I 1317-1304

"LOW DATE” FOR THE EXODUS c. 1290

ELI, PRIEST IN SHILOH c. 1100-1060

Tiglath-Pileser I rules Assyria 1114-1076

PRIESTHOOD  
OF ABIATHAR

Merneptah Stele

KINGS OF ISRAEL 
(listed by dates of reign)

JOB (dates unknown)

The city of Ur falls c. 2004

18th Dynasty begins in Egypt 1570

JACOB FLEES TO HARAN c. 1929

World History

Middle East History

Bible History
Abraham to the Sojourn in Egypt

Some scholars place Abraham’s birth at 1952 BC. In this case,
biblical events through Joseph would slide to the right 214 years.

Some scholars date the Exodus at 1290. For a “low date”
Exodus, the dates of the Passover, wilderness wandering
events, and the beginning date for the era of the Judges
would slide to the right 156 years, compressing the dates
of the Judges.

Moses and the Exodus The Conquest and the Judges

JOSHUA LEADS ISRAELITES INTO CANAAN

TABERNACLE

RAHAB HELPS SAVE SPIES

"HIGH DATE” FOR THE EXODUS & WILDERNESS WANDERINGS c. 1446

TEN COMMANDMENTS AND OTHER LAWS GIVEN

* The numbers indicate the age of the person at death.
   The red lines indicate the life span of the person in relationship to the others.

NOAH 950   (The Flood)
				     SHEM 600
				           ARPHAXAD 438
		                      SALAH 433
			                   EBER 464
					           PELEG 239
						       REU 239
						        SERUG 230
						          NAHOR 148
						            TERA 205
							          ABRAHAM 175

          (The Fall) ADAM 930* 
	  SETH 912
	      ENOS 905
		      KENAN (CAINAN) 910
			     MAHALALEEL 895
			        JARED 962
					      ENOCH 365 (God took him.)
					          METHUSELAH 969
							         LAMECH 777	

Creation to Abraham

SLAVERY IN EGYPT (dates uncertain)

ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

ERA OF THE JUDGES BEGINS c. 1350
   Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (and Barak), Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli, and Samuel

KING DAVID 
c. 1011-971

KING SAUL c. 1051-1011

Queen Hatshepshut 1504-1483Hyksos rule Egypt c. 1670-1570 

Code of Hammurapi King TutankhamenRuins at Jericho Chou Dynasty begins in China c. 1150

Shang Dynasty in China c. 1450-1027

Hittites sack Babylon 1595 

Law code of Hammurapi

Second Intermediate Period (13th-17th Dynasties) c. 1800-1570

Rameses I 1318-1317

Thutmose III 1504-1453

Beni Hasan Mural

Books of the Bible are listed by
date of events on the time line.

EXODUS, LEVITICUS, NUMBERS,
DEUTERONOMY, JOSHUA

ISHMAEL c. 2080-1943

United Kingdom

Tabernacle

PRIESTHOOD OF ABIATHAR

KING DAVID c. 1011-971
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   GENESIS   
Who: Moses
What: The Beginnings
Where: Egypt and Canaan
When: c. 1446 bc–1406 bc
Why: To demonstrate that 
God is sovereign and loves his 
creation.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Creation, Fall, and Flood (1–11) 
•	Abraham (12–25)
•	 Isaac and Jacob (26–36)
•	Joseph (37–50)

Key Verse: I will establish my 
covenant as an everlasting 
covenant between me and you 
and your descendants after you 
for the generations to come, 
to be your God and the God of 
your descendants after you. 
(Genesis 17:7)

   EXODUS   
Who: Moses 
What: Deliverance from Slavery
Where: Egypt and Canaan
When: c. 1446 bc–1406 bc
Why: To show God’s 
faithfulness to the covenant and 
provide Israel with guidelines 
for holy living.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Moses (1–7) 
•	The Plagues (8–13) 
•	The Exodus (14–18) 
•	The Law (19–24)
•	Tabernacle and Worship 

(25–40)

Key Verse: God said to Moses, 
“I am who I am. This is what you 
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am 
has sent me to you.’”  
(Exodus 3:14)

   NUMBERS   
Who: Moses 
What: Census and History
Where: Borders of Canaan
When: c. 1446 bc–1406 bc
Why: A reminder of what 
happens when people rebel 
against God.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Census (1–9) 
•	Sinai to Canaan (10–12) 
•	Spies and Rebellion (13–19) 
•	Moab (20–36)

Key Verse: The Lord bless you 
and keep you; the Lord make 
his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord turn 
his face toward you and give 
you peace. (Numbers 6:24–26)

   LEVITICUS   
Who: Moses 
What: Law and Sacrifice
Where: Sinai and Canaan
When: c. 1446 bc–1406 bc
Why: To instruct Israel on how 
to be holy and to be a blessing 
to others.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Sacrifice (1–7)
•	Priesthood (8–10) 
•	Clean and Unclean (11–15)
•	Day of Atonement (16) 
•	Laws for Daily Life (17–27) 

Key Verse: Consecrate 
yourselves and be holy, because 
I am the Lord your God. Keep 
my decrees and follow them.  
I am the Lord, who makes you 
holy. (Leviticus 20:7–8)

 DEUTERONOMY 
Who: Moses 
What: Sermons by Moses
Where: Plains of Moab
When: c. 1446 bc–1406 bc
Why: To remind the people 
what God expects from them.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Sermon 1: Journey Review 

(1–4) 
•	Sermon 2: Laws (5–28) 
•	Sermon 3: Covenant (29–30)  
•	Final Farewells (31–34) 

Key Verse: Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4–5)

The Pentateuch contains 
stories about the creation 
of the world, the flood, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the 
children of Israel in Egypt, 
the exodus, and the time 
the children of Israel spent 
in the wilderness before 
entering the Promised Land. 
The books also record the 
law God gave to the people 
on Mt. Sinai which laid 
down the regulations for 
sacrifice, worship, and daily 
living. The Pentateuch is 
also called the Torah.

PENTATEUCHOld 
Testament
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   JOSHUA   
Who: Unknown (Joshua or 
Samuel) 
What: History of Conquest
Where: Canaan
When: c. 1300s bc
Why: To assure the people that 
obedience to God is rewarded. 

Outline (Chapter) 
•	The Conquest (1–12) 
•	Dividing the Land (13–22) 
•	Joshua’s Farewell (23–24)

Key Verse: Be strong and very 
courageous. Be careful to obey 
all the law my servant Moses 
gave you; do not turn from it to 
the right or to the left, that you 
may be successful wherever 
you go. (Joshua 1:7)

   JUDGES   
Who: Unknown (Samuel) 
What: History before Kings
Where: Canaan
When: c. 1400 bc–1000 bc
Why: To stress the importance 
of remaining loyal to God. 

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Reasons for Failure (1) 
•	The Judges: Othniel, Ehud, 

Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, 
Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, 
Elon, Abdon, and Samson 
(2–16) 

•	Days of Lawlessness (17–21)

Key Verse: In those days Israel 
had no king; everyone did as 
they saw fit. (Judges 21:25)

The 12 Historical Books 
continue with the story of 
the people of Israel and the 
conquest of the Promised 
Land in the book of Joshua, 
the continuous cycle of 
disobedience in the book of 
Judges, the first kings and 
the United Kingdom, Divided 
Kingdom, the Assyrian 
invasion, Babylonian invasion, 
the years in exile, and the 
return from exile during the 
Persian rule.

   RUTH   
Who: Unknown (Samuel) 
What: Story of a Faithful 
Foreigner
Where: Canaan
When: c. 1350 bc–1000 bc 
Why: To demonstrate the 
kind of faithfulness, godliness, 
loyalty, and love that God 
desires for us. 

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Naomi and Ruth (1) 
•	Ruth meets Boaz (2) 
•	The Threshing Floor (3) 
•	The Marriage (4) 

Key Verse: But Ruth replied, 
“Don’t urge me to leave you or 
to turn back from you. Where 
you go I will go, and where you 
stay I will stay. Your people will 
be my people and your God my 
God.” (Ruth 1:16)

   1 SAMUEL   
Who: Unknown 
What: History of Events
Where: Israel and Judah
When: c. 1100 bc–931 bc
Why: To record how Israel got 
a king.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Samuel (1–7) 
•	Saul (8–15) 
•	Saul and David (16–31) 

Key Verse: But Samuel replied: 
“Does the Lord delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices as much 
as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord? To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to heed is better 
than the fat of rams.”  
(1 Samuel 15:22)

   2 SAMUEL   
Who: Unknown 
What: History of Events
Where: Israel and Judah
When: c. 1100 bc–931 bc
Why: To demonstrate the 
prominence of David’s line.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	David’s Reign in Judah (1–4)
•	David Unites Israel (5–10)
•	David and Bathsheba (11–12)
•	Family Problems (13–20)
•	Conclusions (21–24)

Key Verse: I have been with you 
wherever you have gone, and 
I have cut off all your enemies 
from before you. Now I will 
make your name great, like the 
names of the greatest men of 
the earth. (2 Samuel 7:9)

HISTORICAL BOOKS
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   EZRA   
Who: Ezra
What: History of 
Reconstruction
Where: Judah
When: c. 400s bc
Why: Provide a detailed 
account of the exiles’ return and 
the rebuilding of the temple.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	The Exiles Return (1–2)
•	Rebuilding the Temple (3–6)
•	The Work of Ezra (7–10)

Key Verse: With praise and 
thanksgiving they sang to the 
Lord: “He is good; his love to 
Israel endures forever. And all 
the people gave a great shout of 
praise to the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the 
Lord was laid.” (Ezra 3:11)

  NEHEMIAH  
Who: Ezra 
What: History of 
Reconstruction
Where: Judah
When: c. 400s bc
Why: Rebuilding of the walls  
of Jerusalem.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Nehemiah Returns (1–2)
•	Rebuilding of the Walls (3)
•	Threats and Persecution (4–7)
•	Renewal of Covenant (8–10)
•	Dedication and Laws (11–13)

Key Verse: Nehemiah said, 
“Go and enjoy choice food and 
sweet drinks, and send some 
to those who have nothing 
prepared. This day is sacred to 
our Lord. Do not grieve, for the 
joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
(Nehemiah 8:10)

   ESTHER   
Who: Unknown 
What: Story of Redemption
Where: Persia
When: c. 400s bc
Why: To demonstrate that, in 
all circumstances, God is in 
control.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Search for a New Queen (1–2)
•	Haman’s Plot (3)
•	Esther’s Plan (4–6)
•	Haman’s Downfall (7)
•	Esther Saves the Jews (8–10)

Key Verse: For if you remain 
silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise 
from another place, but you and 
your father’s family will perish. 
And who knows but that you 
have come to royal position for 
such a time as this? (Esther 4:14)

   1 KINGS   
Who: Unknown
What: Evaluation of the Kings
Where: In Exile in Babylon
When: 561 bc–539 bc
Why: To demonstrate the value 
of obeying and the danger of 
disobeying God.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	King Solomon’s Reign (1–4)
•	Temple Construction (5–8)
•	Queen of Sheba (9–10)
•	Kingdom Splits (11–16)
•	Prophet Elijah (17–22)

Key Verse: So give your servant 
a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish 
between right and wrong.  
(1 Kings 3:9a)

   2 KINGS   
Who: Unknown
What: Evaluation of the Kings
Where: In Exile in Babylon
When: 561 bc–539 bc
Why: To demonstrate the value 
of obeying God.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	The Prophet Elisha (1–8) 
•	Kings of Judah and Israel (9–16)
•	Fall of Israel (17–21)
•	King Josiah (22–23)
•	Fall of Judah; Exile (24–25)

Key Verse: And Hezekiah 
prayed to the Lord: “Lord, God 
of Israel, enthroned between the 
cherubim, you alone are God 
over all the kingdoms of the 
earth. You have made heaven 
and earth.” (2 Kings 19:15)

  1 CHRONICLES  
Who: Unknown (Ezra) 
What: Review of David’s Reign
Where: Judah 
When: c. 450 bc–400 bc
Why: To encourage the remnant.
Key Verse: “Oh, that you would 
bless me and enlarge my territory! 
Let your hand be with me, and 
keep me from harm so that I will be  
free from pain.” (1 Chronicles 4:10)

  2 CHRONICLES  
Who: Unknown (Ezra) 
What: Highlights Kings of Judah
Where: Judah
When: c. 450 bc–400 bc
Why: To show the benefits that 
come from obedience.
Key Verse: As for us, the Lord is 
our God, and we have not forsaken 
him. (2 Chronicles 13:10a)
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  PSALMS  
Who: David, Moses, Asaph, 
Solomon, Ethan, Sons of Korah 
What: Poetry and Song
Where: Ancient Israel
When: c. 1000 bc–450 bc
Why: To communicate with 
God and worship him. 

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Book I: Psalms 1–41
•	Book II: Psalms 42–72 
•	Book III: Psalms 73–89
•	Book IV: Psalms 90–106
•	Book V: Psalms 107–150 

Key Verse: My mouth will 
speak in praise of the Lord. Let 
every creature praise his holy 
name for ever and ever.  
(Psalm 145:21)

  JOB  
Who: Unknown 
What: Story of Perseverance
Where: Mesopotamia (Uz) 
When: Unknown
Why: To show the sovereignty 
of God and to illustrate 
faithfulness in the midst of 
suffering.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Job Tested (1–3) 
•	Job’s Friends (4–31) 
•	Elihu’s Speech (32–37) 
•	God’s Answer (38–42) 

Key Verse: I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and that in 
the end he will stand upon the 
earth. And after my skin has 
been destroyed, yet in my flesh 
I will see God. (Job 19:25–26)

  PROVERBS  
Who: Solomon and others
What: Wisdom 
Where: Israel
When: c. 900s bc–700s bc
Why: To provide wisdom and 
guidance for God’s children.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Lessons in Wisdom (1–9)
•	Proverbs of Solomon (10–22)  
•	Other Wise Sayings (23–24)
•	Solomon’s Sayings (25–29) 
•	Other Proverbs (30–31)

Key Verse: Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make your paths 
straight. (Proverbs 3:5–6)

 ECCLESIASTES 
Who: Unknown (Solomon)
What: Wisdom 
Where: Jerusalem
When: c. 900s bc or 500s bc
Why: A search to discover 
truth.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	The Meaning of Life (1–2)
•	Life is Not Always Fair (3–6) 
•	Wisdom (7–8) 
•	No One Knows the Future 

(9–10)
•	Obedience to God (11–12)

Key Verse: Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this 
is the whole duty of mankind. 
For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, including every 
hidden thing, whether it is good 
or evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:13–14)

 SONG OF SONGS 
Who: Solomon and others
What: Love Poem 
Where: Jerusalem
When: c. 900s bc or 500s bc
Why: To illustrate the joy 
of authentic love found in 
marriage.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	The Courtship (1–2) 
•	The Wedding (3–4) 
•	The Lasting Relationship 

(5–8) 

Key Verse: Many waters cannot 
quench love; rivers cannot wash 
it away. If one were to give all 
the wealth of his house for love, 
it would be utterly scorned. 
(Song of Songs 8:7)

The five Poetry and Wisdom 
books include hymns, 
proverbs, poems, and dramas. 
They illustrate the creative 
ways the people of Israel 
expressed themselves to God 
and to each other.

POETRY & WISDOM



Bible Overview ● 11

© RW Research, Inc.	 www.rose-publishing.com	 May be reproduced for classroom use only, not for sale.

  ISAIAH  
Who: Isaiah 
What: Prophecy and Judgement
Where: Judah
When: c. 701 bc–681 bc
Why: To convince the people 
that salvation was possible 
through repentance and hope in 
the coming Messiah.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Condemnation (1–39)
•	Comfort in Exile (40–55)
•	Future Hope (56–66)

Key Verse: For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty  
God, Everlasting Father, Prince  
of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

  JEREMIAH  
Who: Jeremiah
What: Prophecy and Judgement
Where: Judah
When: c. 626 bc–582 bc
Why: To warn Judah of their 
destruction, to remind them of 
their sin, and convince them 
to submit to the Babylonian 
invaders.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Jeremiah (1–10) 
•	Prophetic Warnings (11–28)
•	New Covenant (29–39)
•	The Fall of Jerusalem (40–52)

Key Verse: “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares 
the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” 
(Jeremiah 29:11)

 LAMENTATIONS 
Who: Unknown (Jeremiah)
What: Dirge Poem (Lament)
Where: Babylon
When: c. 586
Why: To express the despair 
of the people of Judah over 
the loss of their land, city, and 
temple.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Sorrows of Captives (1)
•	Anger with Jerusalem (2)
•	Hope and Mercy (3)
•	Punishment (4)
•	Restoration (5)

Key Verse: Because of the 
Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. (Lamentations 
3:22–23)

  EZEKIEL  
Who: Ezekiel
What: Prophecy and Warning
Where: Babylon
When: c. 593 bc–571 bc
Why: To confront people about 
their sin, give them one last 
chance to repent, and offer 
hope.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Ezekiel (1–3)
•	Judgment of Judah (4–24)
•	Judgment on the Nations 

(25–32)
•	The End of the Age (33–39)
•	Restoration of Temple  

(40–48) 

Key Verse: I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in 
you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26)

  DANIEL  
Who: Daniel
What: Prophecy and 
Apocalyptic
Where: Babylon
When: c. 605 bc–535 bc
Why: To convince the Jewish 
exiles that God is sovereign and 
to provide them with a vision of 
their future redemption.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Daniel and His Friends (1–6)
•	Apocalyptic Visions (7–12)

Key Verse: In the time of those 
kings, the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom that will never 
be destroyed, nor will it be left 
to another people. It will crush 
all those kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, but it will itself 
endure forever. (Daniel 2:44)

The five Major Prophets are 
not called “major” because of 
their message or quality, but 
rather because of the length 
of the books. The prophets 
brought God’s word which 
included warning of judgment, 
warnings and hope for the 
immediate future (as well as 
warnings and hope for the 
distant future), and hope in 
the coming Messiah.

MAJOR PROPHETS
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  MATTHEW  
Who: Matthew (also called Levi)
What: Gospel
Where: Judea
When: c. ad 60
Why: To show Jesus as the Son 
of David, the Kingly Messiah 
who fulfills prophecy.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Birth and Early Life (1–4)
•	Ministry of Christ (5–20)
•	Death and Resurrection (21–28) 

Key Verse: Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 
28:18–19)

  MARK  
Who: John Mark
What: Gospel
Where: Rome
When: c. ad 50s 
Why: To show Jesus as the 
Suffering Son of Man sent to 
serve and not be served.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Introduction (1)
•	Ministry of Christ (2–10)
•	Death and Resurrection (11–16) 

Key Verse: Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must 
be slave of all. For even the 
Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many. 
(Mark 10:43–45)

  LUKE  
Who: Luke (The Physician)
What: Gospel
Where: Caesarea
When: c. ad 60–ad 62
Why: To show Jesus as the 
Savior of the World who has 
compassion for all human beings.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Birth and Early Life (1–4)
•	Ministry of Christ (5–19)
•	Death and Resurrection (20–24)

Key Verse: Then he said to 
them all: “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever wants 
to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me 
will save it.” (Luke 9:23–24)

  JOHN  
Who: John (The Beloved 
Disciple) 
What: Gospel
Where: Asia Minor
When: c. ad 85–ad 95
Why: To show Jesus as the Son 
of God, the Word made flesh, 
who provides eternal life for all 
who believe in him.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Introduction (1)
•	Ministry of Christ (2–12)
•	Private Ministry (13–17)
•	Death and Resurrection (18–21)

Key Verse: For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. (John 3:16)

  ACTS  
Who: Luke (The Physician)
What: History of Early Church
Where: Caesarea and Rome
When: c. ad 60–ad 62
Why: To record how the Holy 
Spirit acted through believers to 
spread the Word of God.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Jerusalem (1–7)
•	Judea and Samaria (8–11)
•	Paul’s Journeys (12–20)
•	Paul Taken to Rome (21–28)

Key Verse: But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

The Gospels, which are the first four books of the New Testament, record the good news of God’s 
plan for a Savior through the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Each writer has 
a particular method or style to communicate the life and message of Jesus Christ.

Acts is the record of the 
radically changed “acts” or 
“actions” of the followers 
of Jesus Christ after the 
resurrection. Acts opens 
with the out-flowing of the 
Holy Spirit and describes the 
missionary efforts of the early 
followers of Jesus as they 
spread the message of the 
gospel to Judea and Samaria. 
Acts also records the actions 
of the apostle Paul as he and 
other courageous believers 
continued to spread the good 
news of Jesus to the Jews and 
Gentiles of the Roman Empire.

 GOSPELS & ACTSNew 
Testament
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The apostle 
Paul wrote 
13 letters to 
young churches, 
pastors, and 
friends in order to 
guide, encourage, 
and correct them. 
Most of these 
letters served a 
specific purpose 
or addressed a 
specific question 
or problem.

  ROMANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Roman Christians
Where: Corinth
When: c. ad 57
Why: To illustrate law, faith, salvation, and 
righteous living.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Christian Gospel (1–8)
•	Israel (9–11)
•	Christian Life (12–16)
Key Verse: Therefore, I urge you, brothers, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do 
not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. (Romans 12:1–2a)

  1 CORINTHIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Church in Corinth
Where: Ephesus
When: c. ad 55–56
Why: To address division and immorality 
and to encourage them to love each other.
Outline (Chapter)
•	Divisions (1–4)
•	Morality (5–11)
•	Spiritual Gifts (12–14)
•	The Resurrection (15–16)
Key Verse: Love is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it 
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. (1 Corinthians 13:4–5)

  2 CORINTHIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Church in Corinth
Where: Philippi
When: c. ad 56
Why: To defend Paul’s call as an 
apostle, to address deceivers.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Apostolic Characteristics (1–7)
•	Giving (8–9)
•	Paul’s Defense (10–13)
Key Verse: But he said to me, 
“My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. (2 Cor. 12:9)

  GALATIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Churches in Galatia
Where: Asia Minor
When: c. ad 48–49 or ad 54–55
Why: To warn against legalism and 
defend justification by faith as well 
as Paul’s apostolic authority.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Paul’s Defense (1–2)
•	Justification by Faith (3–4)
•	The Christian Life (5–6)
Key Verse: But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. 
(Galatians 5:22–23) 

  EPHESIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Church in Ephesus
Where: Prison in Rome
When: c. ad 60–ad 62
Why: To show believers what it 
means to be a follower of Christ and 
encourage them in their spiritual 
walk.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Spiritual Blessings (1–3)
•	The Christian Life (4–6) 
Key Verse: For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—
and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God—not by works, so 
that no one can boast.  
(Ephesians 2:8–9)

  PHILIPPIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Church in 
Philippi
Where: Prison in Rome
When: c. ad 60–ad 62
Why: To express Paul’s love 
and affection for the Philippians.
Key Verse: Do everything without complaining or arguing, so 
that you may become blameless and pure, children of God 
without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which 
you shine like stars in the universe. (Philippians 2:14–15)

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Joy of Life (1)
•	Humility of Christ (2)
•	Finish the Race (3)
•	Thanks and Greetings (4) 

  COLOSSIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Church in 
Colossae
Where: Prison in Rome
When: c. ad 60–ad 62
Why: To counteract heretical 
teachings and exhort believers.
Key Verse: For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives 
in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to 
fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 
(Colossians 2:9–10)

Outline (Chapter)
•	Thanksgiving (1)
•	Work of Christ (1–2)
•	Finish the Race (3–4)
•	Final Greetings (4)

PAUL’S EPISTLES (LETTERS)
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  1 THESSALONIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to the Church in 
Thessalonica
Where: Corinth
When: c. ad 50–ad 52
Why: To emphasize Christ’s return 
and to stress commitment.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Faith and Example (1–3)
•	Living for God (4)
•	Christ’s Return (4–5)
Key Verse: Rejoice always, pray 
continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not 
quench the Spirit. Do not treat 
prophecies with contempt but test 
them all; hold on to what is good, 
reject every kind of evil.  
(1 Thessalonians 5:16–22)

  2 THESSALONIANS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to the Church in 
Thessalonica
Where: Corinth
When: c. ad 50–ad 52
Why: To emphasize Christ’s return 
and to encourage believers.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Praise and Encouragement (1)
•	Christ’s Return (2)
•	Pray and Work (3)
Key Verse: We have confidence in 
the Lord that you are doing and will 
continue to do the things we 
command. May the Lord direct your 
hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we command 
you, brothers, to keep away from 
every brother who is idle and does 
not live according to the teaching 
you received from us.  
(2 Thessalonians 3:4–6)

  1 TIMOTHY  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Timothy
Where: Rome
When: c. ad 62–ad 66
Why: To remove false doctrine 
and suggest proper leadership  
for the church in Ephesus.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Trouble in Ephesus (1)
•	Church Leadership (2–3)
•	False Teachers (4)
•	Discipline (5)
•	Paul’s Advice to Timothy (6)
Key Verse: Don’t let anyone look 
down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in 
faith and in purity. Until I come, 
devote yourself to the public 
reading of Scripture, to preaching 
and to teaching. (1 Timothy 4:12–13)

  2 TIMOTHY  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Timothy
Where: Prison in Rome
When: c. ad 66–ad 67
Why: To encourage Timothy to 
remain faithful in ministry even in 
the midst of suffering.

Outline (Chapter) 
•	Thanksgiving (1)
•	Call to Remain Faithful (2)
•	Authority of God’s Word (3)
•	Lead a Godly Life (3–4)

Key Verse: From infancy you have 
known the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.  
(2 Timothy 3:15–17)

  TITUS  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Titus
Where: Rome
When: c. ad 64–ad 66
Why: To encourage the church in 
Crete to do good works.
Outline (Chapter) 
•	Instruction for Titus (1)
•	Living the Faith (2–3)
•	Final Instructions (3)
Key Verse: But when the kindness 
and love of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because 
of righteous things we had done, 
but because of his mercy. He 
saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he poured out on us 
generously through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become 
heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
(Titus 3:4–7)

  PHILEMON  
Who: Paul
What: Letter to Philemon
Where: Prison in Rome
When: c. ad 60–ad 62
Why: To appeal to Philemon to 
forgive and receive Onesimus, a 
runaway slave.

Outline (Verses) 
•	Salutations (1–3) 
•	Philemon’s Love and Faith (4–7)
•	Paul’s Appeal (8–22)
•	Final Greetings (23–25)

Key Verse: So if you consider me a 
partner, welcome him as you would 
welcome me. If he has done you any 
wrong or owes you anything, charge 
it to me. I, Paul, am writing this with 
my own hand. I will pay it back—not 
to mention that you owe me your 
very self. (Philemon 17–19)
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